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1. The annual progress report of the United Nations Seientific Ccmmittee on the
Effects of Atomic Rediation for 1961 (4/4881 end Corr.l) was placed on the
provisional agenda of the sixteenth session of the General Assembly in accordance
with resolution 1347 (XTII) of 13 December 1958. At its 1014th plenary meeting on
25 September 1961, the Genersl Assembly ineluded the ifem in the agende of the
session, and at the L018th meeting, on 27 September 1961, allocated it to the
Speclal Political Committee For consideration and report.

2. The Special Political Committee considered the question in the course of its
260nd to 266th meetings inclusive, held between 16 and 20 October 1961.

3. On 13 October, Czechoslovakia submitted a draft resolution (A/SPC/L.68),

under the terms of which the Assembly, after reaffirming its conviction that the

work of the Secientific Committee was useful and necessary and noting with
satisfaction that it had continued systematically to carry ocut 1ts work and to
receive the support of Member States, specialized zgencies and their members, and
individual scientists, would take note of the annual report of the Scientific
Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation (A/4881 and Corr.l) and of the fact
that the Committee would sukmit a comprehensive report on its work and on the
results thereof to the General Assembly at its seventeenth sesslon.

L. On the same date; Argentina, Austrie, Bolivila, Brazil, Canada, Chile,

Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Eeusdor, CGuatemgla, Iran, Japan, New Zesland,
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Norway, Fakistan, Panama, Spain, Tunisia, Uruguay and Venezuela slso sutmitied a
draft resolution (4/8PC/1.69). On 16 October, Cameroun, the Federation of Malaya,
Ghena and Ireland added their names to the list of spcmsors (A/SPC/L.69/Add.l).
Under part I of that draft resolution, the Assembly would expreess its deep concern

thet as a result of the renewed discharge into the earth's enviromment of
radio-active debris there hed been cherp ilncreases in the levels of radlo-active
fall-out in many parts of the world, and its fear that the prolonged exposure of
mankind to inereasing levels of redio-setive fall-out would constitute a growing
threat to this and future generations, and would recognize the grest importance of
the contribution made by the United Natlons Scientific Committee on the Effects of
Atomic Rediation (UNSCEAR) in the study of the extent and nature of that hazard.
Under the operative paragraphs, the Assembly would: (1) declare that both concern
for the future of mankind and the fundamental principles of international law
imposed & responsibility on all States concerning sctions which might have harmful
biclogicel congequences for existing and future ggnerations of pecoples of other
Stetes by increasing the levels of radioc-aetive fall-out; (Z2) arprove the Seientific
Cormittee's annual progress report and draw particular attention fTo its view that
the resumption of nuclear test explosions since its lest ccmprehensive report
increased the urgency for intensification of relevant sclentific studies;

(5) express appreciation for the valuable informaticn on radlo-active corntaminetion,
radiation levels and radlo-biologlcal questions which had been furnished to UNSCEAR
by Member States, the specialized agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agency
and the Internaticmal Ccmmission on Radiological Protection and on Radiological
Units and Measurements; (4) reaffirm the desirebility of continuing full
international co-cperation through UNSCEAR and interchanges of the reéults and
experience of research conducted at the national level, so that man's knowledge

of the hegzards of radietion would constently improve and in particular so that the
second comprehensive report to e presented in 1962 by UNSCEAR would be as
sclentifically authoritative and informetive as possible; (5) invite countries
wishing %o do so to take advantage of the offers which had been made of the
leboratory facilities of certain Member States, the World Health Organizetion and
IAEA for the analysis of samples of air, water, bone, soil and food collected in
their territories as envisaged in section IV of resolution 1376 (XIV); (6) request
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UNSCEAR to examine the possibility of accelerating its second comprehensive report
and tc consider at the earliest possible time whether the facts at 1ts disposal
called for the submission of an interim report. Under part II of the proposal,
the Aseembly would invite the World Meteorological Organization, in consultation
with TAEA as necessary, to examine urgently the feasibility of extending the
present meteorological reporting system to include messurements of atmospheric
radiocaectivity.

5. On 19 October, Czechoslovakia revised its draft resolution (A/SPC/L.68) to
include in the third preembular paragraph after the words "the support of Member
States" and before the words "specialized agencies" the words "the Internationel
Atomic Energy Agency" (A/SPC/L.68/Rev.1).

6. On the same date, India submitted amendments (A/SPC/L.TO) to the revised
Czechoslovek draft resolution (A/SPC/L.68/Rev.l). The first Indian amendment
would add a fourth preambular paragraph: recognizing the urgency of
intensification of relevant scientific studies as contemplated by the Bclentifie

Conmittee in peragraph 6 of its report, and that there was deep concern aebout the

metter, The second Indisn amendment would add two further operative paragraphs

to the Czechoslovek draft resolution: (1) expressing the hope thet the Scientific
Committee would be able to submit its report aé soon as posgible end practicable,
pnd {2) inviting Member States and speclallzed agencies, the Internatlonal Atomic
Energy Agency, internationsl non-governmentel end national scientific

organizations and others to continue and intensify thelr co-operation and
assistance to the Committee. A% the 266th meeting on 20 October, the
representative of Czechoslovakia agreed tn accept and incorporate these amendments
in his delegatien's draft resclution (A/SPC/L.68/Rev.l).

7. Also at the 266th meeting, the sponsors of the twenty-five-Power draft
resolution (A/SPC/L.69 end Add.l) accepted a suggestion by the representative of
Indis to delete the word "certain” referring to "certain Member States” from
operative paragraph 5 of part I. They also accepted an oral amendment suggested
by‘Morocco, after it hed been reworded by Canada, thet the flrst operstive paragraph
of part IT should read: "Invites the World Meteorological Organizatlion, in
consultation with the TAEA and the United Nations Scientific Committee on the

‘ Effects of Atomic Radlation, as necessary, to examine...".

8. The representative of Canadas moved, under rule 132, that the twenty-five-Power
draft resolution (A/SPC/L.6Q and Add.l) be given prierity in the voting. The
Committee, by a roll-call vote of 56 to 15, with 21 abstentions, adopted the

motion. The voting was as follows: Jeve
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In favour: Argentira, fustrelia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil,
Camercun, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, China,
Colcmbia, Ccsta Rice, Cyprus, Demmark, Dominican Republie,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Federation of Malaya, France, Gﬁana,
Greéce, Guatemale, Honduras, Iceland, Iran, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, lLaos, Liberia, Mexico, Netherlands,
New Zealerd, Niger, Wigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay,
Peru, FPhilippines, Portugal, Senegal, South Africa, Spain,
Sweden, Thailand, Tunigia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America,
Uruguay, Venezuela.
Against: Albania, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Ceylcn, Congo (Ieopoldville), Cﬁba, Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
Irdia, Indonesia, Iraqg, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian Soviet
Sceialist Republic, Unlcn of Soviet Socialist Republics.
Abstaining: Afghanistan, Burma, Cembodia, Chad, Ethiopia, Finlend, Guinea,
lebanon, Libya, Mallpy Morocco, Neral, Saudi Arabiay Scmalis,
Sudary, Syria, Tcgo, United Arab Republic, Upper Volta, Yemen,
Yugoslavia.
9. The Cormittee then voted on the twenty-five-Power draft resolution. The
voting was ag follows: tThe first operative paragraph of pert I was adopted by
Th votes to 12, with 4 abstentions. Part II, as modified, was adopted by T6 votes
to 9, with b abstentions. The twenty-five-Power draft resolution, as modified,
was adopted as & whole by & roll-call vote of 75 to none, with 17 abstentions.
The vobting was as follows: ' _
In favour: Argentine, Australie, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazll, Burma,
Camercun, Canada, Central Africen Republic, Chad, Chile, China,
Colcmbia, Congo (Leopoldville), Costa Rica, Cyprus, Demmark,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador; E1 Salvador, Ethiopia, Federation
of Malaya, Finland, France, Ghane, Greece, Guatemals, Guinea,
Honduras, Iceland, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast,
Jeyen, Iaos, Lebanon, Liberia, Iibys, Mali, Mexico, Moroeco,

Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway,
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Pakistan, Panama, Faragusy, Feru, Fhilippines, FPortugal, Senegal,
Somalia, South Africe, Spain, Sudén;'sﬁédénf,Syria,‘Thailand,
Togo, Tunisla, Turkey, United Arab Reﬁubiic; Unitéd-Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uniteé States of America,
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezﬁela,[Yemen,‘Yuébélavié.

None. o

Afghanistan, Albania, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Sociallst
Republic, Cambodia, Ceylomn, Cuba, Czechoslovakla, Bungery, Indisz,
Indonesia, Iraq, Pcland, Romania, Ssudi Arabia, Ukralnian Boviet

Socialist Republic, Union of Sov1et Soe1alist Republlcs.

10. The Cormittee then voted on the revised Czechoslovak draft tesolution
(8/sPC/1.68/Rev.l) as modified by the Indian amendment&;(A/SPC/L.TQ). It was
adopted by a voll-eall vote of 33 to 22, with 37 ebstentions.. .The voting was as

follows:

In favour:

Agpinst:

Abstaining:

Afghanistan, Albania, Bulgarla, Burma, ByeloruSSlan Soviet
Socialist Republic, Ceylon, Chad, Congo (Leopoldv1lle), Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Guinea, Hungaryyrlndia, ‘Indonesis, Iradq,
Ivory Coas®t, Lebanon, Libya, Mali, Mqroccqz'ﬂ;gef; Nigeria,
Poland, Rcmania, Somalia, Sudan, Syria,lukrainién deiet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republiecs, United
Arab Republic, Yemen, Yugcslavia. ‘ ‘

Argentina, Brazil, Cameroun, Caﬁada, Chiié; Chiﬁa, Colcmbia,
Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican Republie, EL Saivador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, New Zealand, Pékistan, Tanama,
Paraguay, Spain, Sweden, Uruguay. " ;

Augtralia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Cambodié,‘Central African
Republic, Ecuador, Ethiocpia, Federation of Malaya; Finland,
France, CGhens, Greece, Iran, Israel, Italy, Japeh, Laos, Liberia,
Mexico, Nepal, Netherlands, Norway, Peiu, FPhilippines, Portugal,
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia,
Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and-Northern Ireland,
United States of America, Upper Volta, Venezuela.
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Recompendations of the Special Political Ccmmittee

11. The Special Political Ccmmittee, therefore, recommends to the General Assembly
the adoption of the following draft resolutions:

REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
CN THE EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION

4
I

The (General Assembly,

Deeply concerned that as a result of the renewed discharge into the earth's

enviromment of radio-active debris there have been sharp increases in the levels
of radioc-active fall-out in many parts of the world,

Fearful that‘the prolonged exposure of mankind to inereasing levels of
radio-active fall-out would constitute a growing threat to this and future
generations,

Recognizing the great importance of the contribution made by the United
Wations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation in the study of
the extent and nature of this hazard,

1. Declares that both concern for the future of mankind and the fundamental
principles of internationel law impose a responslibility on all States concerning
actions which might have harmful biologlcal consequences for the exisgting and
future generations of peoples of other States, ﬁy increasing the levels of
radig-active fall-out;

2e Approﬁes the anmual progress report Qf the United Nations Scientific
Committee on the Effects of Atcmic Radiationl/ and drews particular attentlon to
the Committee's view that the resumption of nuclear test explosions since the
rublication of its lést comprehensive report increases the urgency for
intensification of relevant scientific studies;

S Expresses appreciation for the valuable information on radio-aective

contamination, rediation levels and radio-biological questions which has been
1/ a/h881.
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Purnished tc the Scientific Coumittee by Member States, the speclalized agencies,
the International Atomic Energy Agency end the International Ccmmission on
Radicological Protection and on Radidlogical Units and Measurements in compliance
with Genernl Assembly resolutions 1376 (XIV) of 17 November 1959 and 1574 (XV) of
20 December 1960;

L, Reaffirms the desirability of continuing full International co-operation
through the Scientific Committee and interchanges of the results and experience of
research conducted at the national level, so that men's knowledge of the hazards
of radiation will constantly improve and in particular so that the second
ccmprehensive report to be presented in 1962 by the Committee will be as
scientifically authoritative and informative as possible;

Se Invites countries wishing to do so to take advantage of the offers which
have been made of the laboratory facilities of Member States, the World Health
Organization and the Internaticnal Atomié Energy Agency for the avalysis of
samples of air, water, bone, soil and food collected in their territories as
envisaged in section IV of resolution 1376 (XIV);

6. Requests the Scientific Committee to examine the possibility of
accelerating its second comprehensive report and to consider at the earliest
poseible time whether the facts at its disposal call for the submission of an

interim report.

II

The General Assembly,

Noting that in accordance with procedures and practices established by the
World Meteorological Organization, the countries of the world have for many yeals
operated a system for the routine reporting of atmospheric conditions from a
world-wide network of meteorclogicel stations for the prompt disgemination of
these reports by telegrephic and other means,

1. Tavites the World Meteorclogical Organization, in consultation with the
Tnternational Atomic Fnergy Agency and the United Nations Scientific Ccomittee on
the Effects of Atcmic Radiation, as necessary, to examine urgently the feasibility
of extending the present meteorological reporting system to include measurements

of atmospheric vadio-activity with the following aims in mind:

/...
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(a) To ensure that reliasble and standardized measurements of atmospheric
radio-activity are made at a world-wide network of stations;

(b) To ensure the day-to-day exchange of this information by telegraephic and
other means with a view to its prompt reception at appolnted national centres;

{e) To ensure that mational and/or interneticpal srrangements be made for
these cbservations fto be Stored es permapnent records of atmospheric radio-activity
and to be published in suitable forms at suitable intervéls;

2. Invites the World Meteorological Organization to implement the

above-mentioned scheme, 1f found feasible, at the earliest possible date.

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 1574 (XV.) of 20 December 1960,

‘Reaffirming its conviction thet the work of the United Natlons Sclentific
Committee on the Effects of Atomie Radiation is useful and necessary,

Noting with satisfaction thet the Scientific Committee has continued

gsystematically to carry out its work according to plan and has continued to
receive thé support of Member States, the Intermationesl Atomic Energy Agency,
specialized agencies and their members, and individual scientists,

Recognizing the urgency of intensification of relevant scientific studies
as conbemplated by the Scientific Committee in paregraph 6 of its report, and
that there is deep concern about this matter, .

1. Takes note of the annual report of the United Nations Scientific
Committee on the Effects of Atcmle Radiationgf and of the fact that the Ccmmittee
will submit a'comprehensive report on its wqu and on the results thersof to the
General. Assembly at_iﬁs.seventeenth session;

2. Expresses the hqpe that the Scientific Committee will be sble to submit
its report as soon as possible and practicable;

3. Invites Membér Stetes and specialized sgencies, the International Atomic

Energy Agency, internétional_non-governmental and national sclentific orgenizations
and others to continue and intensify their co-operation and assistance to the

Scientific Committee.

2/ afhe8l.





