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AGENDA ITEM 27

COOPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS
AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES

(&) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

(A/48/468 and Add.1)

(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/48/L.26)

Members will recall that the General Assembly set the
parameters of that cooperation in its resolution 36/24
wherein the League of Arab States was invited to participate
in the sessions and the work of the General Assembly and
its subsidiary organs as an observer. In that resolution the
General Assembly recognized the importance of continued
close cooperation by the United Nations and its specialized
agencies with the League of Arab States in promoting social
and economic development. That resolution also requested
the Secretary-General to continue to take the necessary
measures to strengthen cooperation at the political,
economic, cultural and administrative levels between the
United Nations and the League of Arab States.

Since 1981, such cooperation on all those levels has
increased, and, at its forty-seventh session, the General
Assembly requested the Secretary-General in resolution
47/12 to continue to strengthen cooperation for the purpose
of implementing United Nations resolutions relating to the
question of Palestine and the situation in the Middle East
with the aim of achieving a just, comprehensive and durable
solution to the conflict in that region. That resolution also
highlighted the efficacy of cooperation between the General
Secretariat of the League of Arab States and the United
Nations Secretariat in realizing the purposes and principles
of the Charter and in facilitating the implementation of the
proposals adopted at the Tunis meeting in 1983, as well as

The PRESIDENT: | call upon the representative of the the need to hold annual coordinating meetings between the
Sudan to introduce the draft resolution in documentGeneral Secretariat and the United Nations.

AJ48/L.26.

Mr. EL TINAY (Sudan)(interpretation from Arabic):

The frameworks of cooperation between the League of
Arab States and the United Nations have been defined and

It is an honour for me to introduce, on behalf of the Groupits targets set with regard to a highly sensitive region that
of Arab States, draft resolution A/48/L.26, submitted underhas been sorely tried throughout its recent history. The
agenda item 27, "Cooperation between the United Nation&rganization’s credibility itself has been called into question.
and the League of Arab States".

If we are to look to the future with confidence, we must turn
away from the past, with all its negative aspects. That is the
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path the Arab world has chosen on the basis of its trust irmdopted at the meetings between the representatives of the
the precepts of morality and the need fully to abide by thesecretariats of the two organizations towards those goals.
norms of international legality, particularly in relation to the
Arab-Israeli conflict, where the full implementation of such In general, the draft resolution’s operative paragraphs
principles should enable the Palestinian people to establistall for further and closer cooperation between the United
their own independent State on their own soil and restore alNations, the League of Arab States and all the specialized
the Arab territories which have been occupied since 1967.and subsidiary organizations of the two bodies, with a view
to achieving progress in the economic, social and
The world is moving steadily towards an age of development fields.
regional groupings and, consequently, towards the
achievement of the goals of lasting peace and development. In the draft resolution’s operative paragraphs, especially
In order for such goals to be achieved, all regional groupingshe tenth, the General Assembly decides that a general
should be allowed to play their part in the commonmeeting between the United Nations and the League of Arab
endeavour of building the sort of future envisioned by theStates should take place once every two years for the
Charter for all peoples. However, in aspiring after such gpurpose of dealing with questions of importance in the
future and in looking forward to peace, we can never losalevelopment of the Arab States; and, in the eleventh
sight of our human dignity or accept to become a nation thabperative paragraph, that the next general meeting on
is relegated to the status of a second class citizen of planeboperation between representatives of the secretariats of the
Earth. United Nations system and the General Secretariat of the
League of Arab States and its specialized organizations
Draft resolution A/48/L.26 on the question of should be held in 1995.
cooperation between the United Nations and the League of
Arab States that is now before the General Assembly,  Operative paragraph 12 calls for periodic consultations
contrary to last year's resolution, focuses on strengtheninpetween representatives of the Secretariat of the United
that cooperation on the administrative and technical levelsNations and the General Secretariat of the League of Arab
The paragraphs relating to political aspects have beeBtates. The General Assembly also decides to remain seized
excluded, not because of any irrelevancy but because theyf the issues of cooperation between the two organizations.
have been considered to relate to other draft resolutions that
have a political bearing. On the other hand, the preambular  The States members of the Arab League are fully aware
paragraphs of the draft resolution underscore the desire aff their responsibilities at this crucial juncture in the region’s
the Arab League to strengthen the current close ties with thhistory. The League of Arab States calls for serious,
United Nations in the political, economic, social, constructive and fruitful cooperation with all members of the
humanitarian, cultural and administrative fields with a viewinternational community with the aim of achieving a lasting,
to realizing the purposes and principles of the Charter.  comprehensive, just and overdue solution to conflicts whose
consequences will otherwise be felt by future generations.
The preambular paragraphs also welcome the general
meeting in Geneva last August between representatives of  On this basis, we call for the consensus adoption of the
the United Nations General Secretariat, the Generatlraft resolution that is before the Assembly, just as we call
Secretariat of the Arab League and the specialized agenciésr consensus in respect of draft resolutions concerning
of both organizations, in commemoration of the tenthcooperation between the United Nations and all other
anniversary of the first meeting of cooperation between theegional organizations.
two organizations.
The PRESIDENT. In accordance with General
The draft resolution, in its operative paragraphs,Assembly resolution 477 (V) of 1 November 1950, | now
welcomes the Secretary-General's report, commends theall on the Observer of the League of Arab States.
continued efforts of the League of Arab States to promote
multilateral cooperation amongst the Arab States and
requests the United Nations system to continue to lend its
support within this framework. It also takes note of the
conclusions and recommendations adopted by the general
meeting held at Geneva, to which | have just referred.

In operative paragraph 4 the General Assembly
expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General for the
follow-up action taken by him to implement the proposals
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Mr. ABOUL-NASR (League of Arab States) cooperation in the programmes of the two organizations in
(interpretation from Arabic): As this is my first speech their respective fields of competence. Details of these are
before the General Assembly at its current session, | shouldiven in documents A/48/468 and Add.1.
like to extend to Mr. Insanally of Guyana our
congratulations on his unanimous election to the presidency = The new agreement underscores the fact that the League
of the Assembly for the session, and extend to him our bestf Arab States and the United Nations are partners in
wishes. Mr. Insanally’s election to this important post is anformulating and implementing the programmes and activities
expression of the international community’s confidence inthat relate to the consolidation of international peace and
his political ability and of the esteem in which it holds his security and the promotion of economic and social
country, Guyana. development in the Arab world as well as in coordinating

long-term programmes that aim at furthering cooperation

Since its inception in 1945 - the year in which the between the two organizations.

United Nations was established - the League of Arab States
has striven to emphasize and strengthen cooperation withthe Today’s world faces the challenge of a new
United Nations. It has followed with interest the Generalinternational situation that is characterized by numerous
Assembly’s sessions, as well as the resolutions adopted ghanges in regional and international relations. This puts the
the Assembly since 1950, at which time the Generalbnus on the United Nations to seek solutions to a
Assembly requested the Secretary-General to invite thenultiplicity of questions and particularly to those issues
Secretary-General of the League of Arab States to attend thehich have surfaced in the wake of the cold war to threaten
Assembly’s sessions as an Observer. This cooperation wageace and security in many parts of the world.
further developed in 1981, when the General Assembly
asked the League of Arab States to participate in the work  The League of Arab States follows with great interest
of all its other organs as well as that of the specializedhe efforts deployed by the United Nations and its Secretary-
agencies. The Assembly also asked the Secretary-Genei@eneral in searching for peaceful solutions to those
to take all necessary measures to strengthen cooperatignoblems. In this respect, the League wishes to reiterate its
between the two organizations at the administrative, culturalsupport for the role of the world Organization and the
political and economic levels. resolve to cooperate with it in consolidating peace, security
and stability, particularly in our region.

In June 1983, an important high-level meeting was held
in Tunisia between the United Nations and the League of The League of Arab States has expressed its
Arab States and their specialized agencies. This waappreciation of and support for the views and
followed by two other meetings in Geneva in 1988 andrecommendations set out by the Secretary-General of the
1990. In those meetings, agreement was reached ddnited Nations in his report "An Agenda for Peace"
cooperation between the two organizations in six areas (A/47/277)and particularly for the contents of that Agenda
international peace and security; agriculture and foodelating to cooperation with regional arrangements in
production; manpower, trade, industry and the environmentimplementation of Chapter VIII of the United Nations
social questions; information, culture and education; andCharter.
communications. In 1989, the Secretariats of the two
organizations signed another cooperation agreement. The In this respect, | wish to commend the ongoing
purpose of that agreement was to secure effectiveooperation between the United Nations and the League of
coordination of the work and programmes of the two bodiesArab States, particularly in the field of preventive
in respect of specified matters and to provide fordiplomacy, with the aim of reaching peaceful solutions to
consultation and for the exchange of representatives. some of the disputes in our region. | would mention in

particular the cooperation between the two organizations and

Several other agreements between the United Nationsther regional organizations in trying to put an end to the
and the League of Arab States and their specialized agenciesnflict in Somalia and to reconcile the various factions
were entered into with a view to strengthening cooperatiorthere. The League of Arab States has participated in all the
in various fields. Cooperation between these bodies wameetings the United Nations has called for in this respect
crowned with the meeting at Geneva, last August, in whichwith a view to coordinating the efforts deployed to help our
representatives of the two organizations and their specializelrotherly Somali people put an end to its plight. The
agencies took part. This meeting led to further arrangementseague of Arab States will accept the Secretary-General's
for future cooperation in various fields - for example, invitation to participate in the forthcoming meeting
international peace and security; technical, financial angcheduled to be held in Addis Ababa at the end of this month.
economic matters connected with development; and respect
for human rights - and for the consolidation of further
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The Palestinian question and the question of the Middle  May | remind the Assembly that explanations are
East continue to be at the top of the League’s concerns. Thiemited to 10 minutes and should be made by delegations
League’s Council has urged, in its last meeting, that thdrom their seats.
peace process should continue until we achieve the objective
of consolidating the underpinnings of comprehensive and  Mr. JACOB (Israel): The delegation of Israel joined
permanent peace on the basis of international legalitythe consensus on the draft resolution just adopted because
particularly Security Council resolutions 242 (1967), we are committed to the establishment of peace with our
338 (1973) and 425 (1978). This would lead to completeneighbours. We are encouraged by the recent signing of the
Israeli withdrawal from all the occupied Arab territories, Declaration of Principles between Israel and the Palestinians,
including Al-Quds and thus usher in a new era in the Middleand the Agreed Common Agenda between Israel and Jordan.
East that would help all the region’s peoples to workWe hope that these breakthroughs will enable us to achieve
together for development and prosperity. further progress in the peace process. Our goal is to sign

formal peace treaties with each of our neighbours.

In this context, the Council of the League of Arab
States, at its one-hundredth meeting in September 1993, Peace and economic cooperation go hand in hand. We
issued a statement wherein it considered the Declaration afannot create one without being equally committed to the
Principles between the Palestinians and the Israelis to be ather. Economic ties based on equality and mutual interests
important first step towards the objective of realizing theconstitute an important step in building a solid and lasting
land-for-peace principle that should be followed urgently, bypeace between countries. Economic cooperation in the
other steps on all the other tracks and should ensure thiiddle East can serve not only the interests of the countries
achievement of the legitimate rights of the Palestinianin the region, but also those of the entire world community.
people, including the right of return of Palestinian refugeesEconomic cooperation provides opportunities for regional
since 1948, in accordance with United Nations resolutionsdevelopment and economic growth, and helps open new

doors to world markets. Possible areas of regional

The peoples of the world expect the role of the Unitedcooperation include: agriculture, energy, infrastructure,
Nations to be based on respect for and adherence to theurism and health.
principles of the Charter, respect for and defence of the
rights and sovereignty of all States on their territories, Given the enormous advantages of regional economic
respect for the obligations arising from all treaties, thecooperation, we would like to express our regret that the
defence of fundamental human rights, and cooperation wittheague of Arab States persists in maintaining its policy of
all, on an equal footing, with the same standard. economic boycott against Israel. It should be noted that this

boycott officially began in December 1945, two and a half

In conclusion, | wish to reaffirm that our support for years before the State of Israel was born. Economic boycott
the United Nations stems from the commitment by theruns counter to the principles of the peace process and
United Nations to the purposes and principles of its Chartedelays reconciliation between countries of the region. We
and from our desire, as a regional organization, to continueall upon the League of Arab States and its members to put
to support and consolidate the role of the United Nations iran end to this policy and to establish normal political and
all fields so that a comprehensive and just peace may beconomic ties with Israel.
reached on the basis of the principles of the United Nations
Charter. The resolution on cooperation between the United

Nations and the League of Arab States is the first resolution

The PRESIDENT. The Assembly will now take a adopted by the forty-eighth session of the General Assembly
decision on draft resolution A/48/L.26. on an issue related to the Middle East. We are pleased that

it was possible to adopt this resolution by consensus and

May | take it that the Assembly decides to adopt thatlook forward to the adoption of additional resolutions using
draft resolution? the same procedure. In this respect we would like to make

the following observation: We believe that the criterion for

Draft resolution A/48/L.26 was adoptedqresolution  adopting resolutions during this session of the Assembly on
48/21). the Middle East should not be the content, tone or language

used in previous resolutions: rather, the criterion should

The PRESIDENT: | shall now call on representatives reflect the positive developments that have occurred in the
wishing to explain their position. framework of the peace process and our hopes for a better

future for our region. We call upon members of the League
of Arab States to help us in achieving this goal. Such
changes would also serve to make resolutions adopted by
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this session of the General Assembly more in tune with the ~ Mr. GUILLEN (Peru) (interpretation from Spanish):
new realities in the Middle East. I
am honoured to introduce draft resolution A/48/L.20, entitled
Mr. SHERMAN (United States of America): The "Cooperation between the United Nations and the Latin
United States was pleased to join in the consensus on thimerican Economic System", and sponsored by the 27
resolution on cooperation between the United Nations an&tates members of the Latin American Economic System
the League of Arab States. The first three years a draffSELA).
resolution was introduced on this subject, 1981 to 1983, the
United States joined in the consensus. From 1984 to 1992, The main goal of the draft resolution is to strengthen
however, for well-known reasons the United States could noand broaden cooperation between the United Nations system
join in the consensus, although we continued to supporand SELA, at a time when it is necessary to face new
increased cooperation between the United Nations and thgroblems and find solutions that integrate the global vision
Arab League. of the United Nations and the specific contributions that
regional entities can make. Thus, the draft resolution aims
We are pleased that the sponsors of this resolution havat truly implementing in our region the purposes of the
modified the language of the resolution. Now it is a United Nations.
technical resolution focusing on cooperation between the
United Nations and a regional organization, like other such  Since activities related to the economic and social
resolutions. Thus, we joined in the consensus. The Unitedevelopment of our countries are accorded top priority - and
States seeks to support the work of the Arab League anthis is at the basis of our Organization - and since it is
supports increased cooperation between the United Natiorismiperative that there be a new agenda for development
and the League of Arab States. addressing future challenges at the dawn of a new century,
we think it fitting further to improve and strengthen the
Adopting this resolution by consensus was consonantooperation between the United Nations system and regional
with the new spirit of progress in the Middle East peaceeconomic systems. The prevailing trends in the world
process, as reflected by recent dramatic breakthroughs. Waeonomy, marked by the globalization of economic activities,
all recognize that much hard work remains to be done irgrowing interdependence and the consolidation of regional
implementing agreements signed and in reaching furthespheres, are a true indication of the need for the
agreements between the parties directly concerned to achie@rganization to remain in the vanguard of political and
the goal of a just, lasting and comprehensive peace based @zonomic events.
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973).
Other actions, such as eliminating the outdated Arab boycott, = Regional mechanisms, such as SELA with its double
could greatly assist in this process. focus on economic cooperation and economic harmonization,
can be a key element in coordinating the international
The PRESIDENT. We have heard the last speaker in community’s efforts on a world-wide scale with the regional
explanation of vote. May | take it that it is the wish of the implementation of the measures generated by those efforts.
General Assembly to conclude its consideration of agenda

item 277 We note that the budget of the United Nations is
gradually shifting towards activities in the areas of peace-
It was so decided. keeping, the defence of democracy and respect for human
rights. These are matters of paramount importance, whose
AGENDA ITEM 28 high-minded purposes we support. But there is a dangerous

imbalance related to the continuing decline in investment in
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS economic activities connected to cooperation, the promotion
AND THE LATIN AMERICAN ECONOMIC SYSTEM of trade in the context of free competition, and sustainable

development: fundamental elements of the structural basis
(&) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL of the world’s problems. In that connection, we strongly

(A/48/409) support the concept of preventive development offered for
our consideration by the Administrator of the United Nations
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/48/L.20) Development Programme (UNDP) a few days ago.
The PRESIDENT: | call first on the representative of It is precisely in that area that we need to take
Peru to introduce draft resolution A/48/L.20. advantage of the coordinated presence of regional economic

systems, in each region, with a beneficial installed capacity
and infrastructure and with experts, projects and experience
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eager to share the knowledge that can mesh perfectly witthe specialized agencies and other organizations and
the activities of the United Nations. This would result in programmes of the United Nations system to intensify their
enhanced effectiveness. An ever more specialized worldooperation with the activities of this regional agency. In
needs the competitive advantages that regional economaxddition, both the Secretary-General of the United Nations
systems like SELA can offer. and the Permanent Secretary of SELA are requested to
assess the implementation of the cooperation Agreement
Despite constraints on new funding, we can try tocurrently in force, and to report thereon to the General
implement imaginative proposals demonstrating theAssembly at its forty-ninth session.
opportunity offered to our countries by stepped-up
cooperation between the United Nations and SELA. We  The draft resolution contains nothing controversial, and
have had some experience in that regard, which should hi reflects the hopes of the Latin American and Caribbean
followed up and developed, such as the close cooperatiocountries that cooperation between the United Nations and
between UNDP and SELA in the area of technical SELA will be expanded and strengthened. Accordingly, the
cooperation between developing countries. Moreover, thankBeruvian delegation, on behalf of all the co-sponsors,
to UNDP’s programme of support for SELA, Latin comprising the entire membership of SELA, hopes that it
American delegations have been given help at thewill be adopted without a vote.
multilateral trade negotiations of the Uruguay Round. There
is a reference to UNDP’s support in paragraph 35 of the Mr. ARELLANO (Mexico) (interpretation from
Secretary-General's report (A/48/409). Spanish) In an era of deep and continuing change in the
international political and economic arena, Latin America
This year, another regional project began - as mentionednd the Caribbean are persevering in a process of
in paragraph 46 of the report - in cooperation with theunprecedented modernization and reform. The region is now
United Nations Conference on Trade and Developmengfficiently and actively becoming part of the major global
(UNCTAD): LATINTRADE. It will help SELA member trends of the world economy. In recent years Latin America
States with projects related to technical cooperation orand the Caribbean have been making completely new efforts
international trade and trade relations in Latin America andat integration and cooperation, in the most varied and
the Caribbean in the post-Uruguay-Round era. imaginative ways, including bilateral and multilateral
agreements and frameworks for extraregional participation.
Besides activities already under way, we think account
should be taken of helpful ideas that would enable us to In this context, the Latin American Economic System
return to the consideration of the concept of an up-to-dat¢SELA) has become a catalyst for regional agreement and
agenda for development, concerning which the currentooperation. The work it is now doing reflects the will of
Administrator of UNDP, Mr. Speth, made some importantGovernments in the region to undertake joint activities in
comments only a few days ago. SELA already has studieareas of common interest.
and proposals on this matter; these have been considered at
the highest regional level, and could now be usefully Through ongoing analysis, SELA is contributing to
explored for the common good. bringing its member States closer together and encouraging
a coming together of interests and mechanisms for
We believe that the time has come to increasecooperation.
cooperation in areas that are increasingly important for what
we all advocate and aspire to: sustainable human  Cooperation between our organizations is just one of the
development. many ways in which mechanisms are being established for
collaboration in development. The agenda item we are
The preamble of the draft resolution refers specificallyconsidering shows how fruitful those joint efforts can be.
to the many activities carried out by SELA together with
various bodies of the United Nations system, as well as to  We thank the Secretary-General for his report on this
SELA’s carrying out of priority programmes for the item, which describes the many and growing activities being
economic development of the countries of our region. carried out by the United Nations together with SELA. We
note with satisfaction that in recent years this cooperation
In the operative part the General Assembly takes notévas been broadened and deepened. The list of agencies
with satisfaction of the Secretary-General’s report (A/48/409)within the United Nations system participating in these
and urges the Economic Commission for Latin America ancefforts includes many whose mandates are directly related to
the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the United Nationsencouraging and strengthening development.
Development Programme to expand and strengthen their
coordination and support activities with SELA; it also urges
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The broad and positive cooperation between SELA and  Mr. TAYLHARDAT (Venezuela)interpretation from
the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Spanish) Venezuela, as a member of the Latin American
Caribbean is of particular importance. Here | would like to Economic System (SELA), and its host country, fully
highlight the agreement to establish a social project bank anslupports draft resolution A/48/L.20, which was introduced by
an information and communications network to support thehe Permanent Representative of Peru.
activities of the inter-agency group on integrated social
policies, including preparations for the World Summit for The Latin American Economic System has offered its
Social Development. Cooperation between the two bodiesnembers invaluable services ever since it was established by
has now extended to other areas that are important for ouhe Panama Convention of 1975. Throughout its existence,
countries, such as finance and trade. member States have been able to strengthen their mutual
relations and their activities outside the region through
In the domain of technical cooperation, the Unitedinitiatives relating to consultations and coordination as well
Nations Development Programme has been contributing ias to intra-regional cooperation. These initiatives have
many different ways to SELA’s support and cooperationderived in large part from joint positions in many
activities to benefit our region. Action is being taken within international forums, particularly here at the United Nations,
the framework of a joint project involving innovative areas and in mechanisms for cooperation dealing with many
of cooperation. We reiterate in this regard that we shouldlifferent aspects of our economies. Our efforts have been
continue to strengthen cooperation in the struggle againgiroductive and have enabled our region to be an active
poverty. We are concerned, however, over the reduction iparticipant in endeavours by this Organization and its
financial resources being made available for technicabkpecialized agencies to channel international cooperation for
cooperation for development in general and for Latindevelopment.
American projects, promoted through SELA, in particular.
The outcome of the XIX Latin American Council,
With the participation of specialized agencies of thewhich was held last October in Caracas, showed the scope
system, such as the Food and Agriculture Organization obf the issues that concern our region and link SELA to the
the United Nations and the International Fund forUnited Nations. Among them, | would like to highlight the
Agricultural Development, we have been exploring in recentmandate given SELA to cooperate in preparing Latin
months the potential of cooperation in agriculture, and inAmerica and the Caribbean for the World Summit for Social
many cases have made it a reality. Activities in other keyDevelopment and for the fifth session of the General
development areas, such as science and technology, ti@mnference of the United Nations Industrial Development
environment, education and public health, have beem®rganization; its role in supporting member countries in the
broadened, thanks to the participation of agencies such as tlagea of environment and development; its work in
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural assessment of and follow-up to the Uruguay Round of
Organization, the United Nations Industrial Developmentmultilateral trade negotiations; and its efforts to increase
Organization, the World Health Organization and the Worldcoordination of the various integration projects within our
Intellectual Property Organization. We welcome in region.
particular the growing cooperation with international
financial institutions. The links between SELA and the United Nations are
particularly relevant in these areas, as is the crucial role that
On the eve of the twenty-first century, Latin America must be played by the Organization and the United Nations
and the Caribbean look forward with greater optimism to thesystem in providing assistance to our regional forum.
future. The economic and political reforms of recent years
have improved the region’s development prospects. Efforts SELA is a small organization, and it is designed
such as those being made by SELA and the United Nationgrimarily to be an effective one. Member States rely on its
system are a positive contribution. analyses to guide us in taking our positions in the
multilateral economic area, in promoting our efforts towards
economic integration and complementarity, and in
strengthening high-level dialogue on our region’s position in
the international context. Stable and significant international
cooperation in the projects that the member States
recommend to it has always been of immense importance.
In this, the United Nations Development Programme and the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
have played a crucial role, as have many other bodies in the
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system; this is, indeed, reflected in the Secretary-General’'sow under way that refer to the very projects that are

report. facilitating the implementation of a great many of these
activities.
While thanking all these agencies for their technical and
financial support for SELA’s activities, we call on them to Last month in Caracas, we held the nineteenth regular

strengthen, broaden and diversify them. The results thannual session of the Latin American Council, SELA’s
have been achieved so far fully justify this, and we have nesupreme body. At that session the guidelines for the
doubt as to their potential for the future of the region. programme of work for the coming year were adopted, along
with a series of conclusions, decisions and declarations on

The Venezuelan delegation is happy to join inmatters of interest to the United Nations that are on the
sponsoring draft resolution A/48/L.20, and is confident thatAssembly’s agenda at its forty-eighth session. The report of

it will be adopted by consensus. the Council’'s session will soon be circulated as an official
document.
The PRESIDENT: In accordance with General
Assembly resolution 35/3 of 13 October 1980, | now call on | should like to take this opportunity to comment briefly

the Observer of the Latin American Economic System.  on some of these aspects in order to enable the delegation
present to appreciate the variety and wealth of the
Mr. DE ROJAS (Latin American Economic System programme of work now being carried out by the Latin
(SELA)) (interpretation from Spanish):On behalf of the = American Economic System; these have to do with two of
Permanent Secretariat of the Latin American Economidts main springboards - regional harmonization and
System, | should like to thank, in advance, the members ofooperation.
the Assembly for the resolution (A/48/L.20) they intend to
adopt; in particular, | should like to thank the delegations of First, | should mention the fact that the SELA member
Peru and the other Latin American and Caribbean countrieStates found this session of the Latin American Council an
that introduced it, and those other delegations that havepportune moment for issuing a special declaration on the
given it their generous support. situation in the Republic of Haiti, and recommended that the
Permanent Secretariat should identify - as soon as the
We are convinced that implementing the resolution will constitutional order in Haiti was restored - elements for a
promote, as the text itself says, a broadening and deepenimogramme of cooperation that SELA could submit to Haiti
of coordination and mutual support activities between thewith a view to collaborating on promoting that country’s
United Nations and SELA; there are already many of thesesocio-economic development.
as is apparent from the Secretary-General's report
(A/48/409). In effect, since the new Agreement on On two subjects of great immediacy and special
cooperation between the two bodies was signed two yealsnportance for our region, the Council decided to issue
ago and since resolution 47/13 - which is being reaffirmedoutline declarations of political support for the entry into
today - was adopted, we have witnessed a vigorous growtforce of the North American Free Trade Association Treaty -
in cooperation and joint work, not only with the Economic believing that the entry into force of that Treaty must open
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)up new opportunities for trade and development throughout
and the Secretariat units in New York and Geneva, but alsthe hemisphere - and for the successful conclusion, with
with various other bodies and specialized agencies in thglobal and balanced results, of the Uruguay Round of
system, such as, for example, the United Nations Conferenaaultilateral trade negotiations.
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization Also, indications of support for the renewed process of
(UNESCO), the United Nations Industrial Developmenteconomic integration in the Central American subregion
Organization (UNIDO) and the others highlighted in the were given, along with expressions of the need to take into
Secretary-General’s report. account the particular situation of the small countries of the
Caribbean in the ongoing process of trade liberalization.
| shall not list the various cooperation activities that
SELA is conducting with these bodies because they are  Concerning the programme of work itself, three
described in detail in the Secretary-General’s report, but fecommendations by the Latin American Council, concerning
would like to stress the support given by the United Nationghree subjects of particular importance for the United
Development Programme (UNDP), through both its RegionaNations agenda, should be noted: these are, first, the
Office for Latin America and its special unit for technical environment and development, in which the Council seeks
cooperation among developing countries, because there ar@ ensure that there is a coordinated position on the part of
many specific references to the joint SELA/UNDP projectsthe countries of Latin America and the Caribbean in the
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work of the Commission on Sustainable Developmentiobjectives set out by the Permanent Secretary of SELA to
secondly, concerning the problems involved in socialdefine and guide that body’s activities in the coming years.
development in the context of adjustment processes and in
the preparations for the 1995 World Summit for Social Development-  These are, first, to adapt more fully to the new
to which representatives who have spoken before me haveaternational dynamic and to the economic and social
referred - where the Permanent Secretariat is requested pvocesses taking place within the region; secondly, to focus
promote and collaborate actively, together with ECLAC andon specific items that will have a multiplier effect in the
UNESCO, in the preparation of the region’s position beforeareas of trade, finance and investment, and industry and
the Summit; and, thirdly, in connection with the "agenda fortechnological innovation, in relation to countries outside of
development”, which was also mentioned, where thd&he region and international economic bodies; thirdly, to
Permanent Secretariat is requested to provide the backgrouedtablish a better relationship between the various subregions
for an analysis of the balance and prospects for relationthrough SELA programmes with each of them and through
between the countries in the region and the Bretton Woodthe promotion of activities between them; fourthly, to
institutions on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of thedevelop effective coordination and cooperation with other
founding of those institutions; this is a central aspect of thaegional and subregional bodies so as to make optimum use
resolution on this subject that was submitted last year.  of the overall institutional potential; and fifthly, to develop
activities that transcend exclusive linkage with governments,
Important references were also made to the subjects adnlarging them by establishing activities with other sectors
foreign debt and funding for development; internationalof society, particularly the business sector, labour,
trade; multilateral negotiations; industrial and technologicalparliaments and universities.
policy; intellectual property; economic relations with
countries and groupings outside the region; and the  We are confident that SELA knows how to take up the
formulation of global strategies for external economic actionchallenges of this new age - and how to respond to the
for the region in the face of the new challenges andwishes of its member States - and this will certainly be
processes taking place in the world. strengthened through ever-greater cooperation with the rest
of the international community, at the regional and global
In connection with the important subject of convergencelevels, and in particular with this Organization and the entire
for the regional and subregional integration processes, thenited Nations system.
Council supported an initiative by the Permanent Secretariat
to promote, with the support of ECLAC and the The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a
UNCTAD/regional programme of technical cooperation ondecision on draft resolution A/48/L.20. May | take it that
international trade and trade relations (LATINTRADE) the Assembly wishes to adopt the draft resolution?
project, the holding of a meeting between those in charge of
trade policy in the 27 SELA member States and Draft resolution A/48/L.20 was adopted (resolution
representatives of the various existing regional integratior8/22)
processes and schemes, with a view to exchanging
information and experiences and facilitating a gradual The PRESIDENT: May | take it that it is the wish of
harmonization of our countries’ various instruments in orderthe Assembly to conclude its consideration of agenda item
to promote the formation of a regional common economic28?
area.
It was so decided
Finally, three separate decisions were taken on the
following subjects: recognition by international bodies and
other entities of the Permanent Secretariat of SELA;
technical cooperation in general and cooperation between the
developing countries in particular, including a decision to
harmonize the regional position, with the sixth cycle of
UNDP’s programming in view; and the need to increase the
financial and technical resources available for international
cooperation directed towards the Latin American and
Caribbean region from both bilateral and multilateral sources.

All of these activities, along with many others now
being planned, serve as the background for the five major
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AGENDA ITEM 29 Mr. Kharrazi (Islamic Republic of Iran),
Vice-President, took the Chair.
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS
AND THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC In this context, | should like to express our particular
CONFERENCE gratitude to Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, for the excellent report he
(@) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL has submitted to the General Assembly in document

(A/48/422 and Add.1) A/48/422 and Add.l1, on cooperation between the United
Nations and the Organization of the Islamic Conference. As
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/48/L.27) is brought out in this report, the Organization of the Islamic

Conference continues to forge its cooperation in a number of
The PRESIDENT. | now call on the representative of fields with the specialized agencies and other bodies of the
Pakistan to introduce draft resolution A/48/L.27. United Nations system.

Mr. MARKER (Pakistan): On behalf of the members The Organization of the Islamic Conference, in the
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), | havepursuit of the aims and objectives of its charter and with a
the honour to introduce draft resolution A/48/L.27, datedview to complementing the efforts of the United Nations in
19 November 1993 and entitled "Cooperation between th@nportant areas of common concern, has at all its meetings,
United Nations and the Organization of the Islamicincluding the summit- and ministerial-level conferences,
Conference". The objective of this draft resolution is toadopted numerous resolutions on important global issues,
ensure the further strengthening and consolidation of theuch as disarmament, international peace and security,
extremely useful cooperation which exists between these twdecolonization, the right of self-determination, human rights,
organizations. and economic and technological development.

Since its inception, the Organization of the Islamic For this purpose, the Conference has also taken a
Conference has remained deeply committed to the purposesimber of initiatives, both within and outside the United
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations. It isNations. As a manifestation of the OIC's concrete
therefore essential that the two organizations continue taontribution, | should like to mention that, in its last special
cooperate in promoting their common objectives ofministerial meeting held in Islamabad, Pakistan, in
preserving peace and security and promoting social andpril 1993, it decided to offer to the United Nations over
economic development. We, the members of the OIC20,000 troops belonging to its members for peace-keeping
remain convinced of the ever-present need for increaseduties in the United Nations Protection Force in the former
cooperation between our organization and the United Nation¥ugoslavia. ~ Similarly, the OIC has remained in the
in the pursuit of our common goals. The member States oforefront of promoting the cause of peace and the end of
the OIC are conscious that our organization’s role is cast irtonflicts around the world.
the overall framework of the Charter of the United Nations.

The draft resolution which | have the honour to

The Charter of the OIC explicitly reaffirms its introduce today is similar to resolutions adopted under this
commitment to the United Nations Charter and toitem at earlier sessions of the General Assembly. It
fundamental human rights. It further emphasizes theepresents the desire of the members of the Organization of
determination of its members to contribute towards thethe Islamic Conference for greater cooperation with the
attainment of progress, freedom and justice throughout th&nited Nations in our common search for solutions to global
world by promoting global peace and security. problems.

Guided by the spirit of seeking the furtherance of In the preamble, the General Assembly stresses its
common goals with the United Nations, the OIC has madeonviction that the strengthening of cooperation between the
consistent efforts to expand and consolidate cooperation withinited Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
this world body ever since it obtained observer status inConference contributes to the promotion of the purposes and
1975. The United Nations has been represented at the Olfrinciples of the United Nations, and it recognizes the need
ministerial conferences and summit meetings by specialor closer cooperation between the United Nations system
representatives of the Secretary-General and, whenevand the OIC and its specialized institutions in the
possible, by the Secretary-General himself. The efforts ofmplementation of the proposals adopted at the coordination
the Secretary-General to broaden the extent of the existineeting of the focal points of the lead agencies of the two
cooperation between our two organizations are highlyorganizations.
appreciated by the Islamic community.
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In the operative paragraphs, the General Assembly, | would like at the same time to pay a tribute to
inter alia, expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-Generdlis Excellency Mr. Ganev, the former Foreign Minister of
for his continued efforts to strengthen cooperation andBulgaria, who served in an outstanding manner as the
coordination between the United Nations system and the Ol®resident of the General Assembly at its forty-seventh
to serve the mutual interests of the two organizations in theession.
political, economic, social and cultural fields. It requests the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, in cooperation with | wish also to seize this opportunity to express our deep
the Secretary-General of the Organization of the Islami@ppreciation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Conference, to continue encouraging the convening oMr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, not only for his excellent report
sectoral meetings in the priority areas of cooperation. which is before us (A/48/422 and Add.1) but also for the

significant contribution he has made to the effectiveness and

Under the draft resolution, the Assembly would alsosmooth functioning of this world body. His numerous
request the United Nations and the Organization of theachievements in the name of peace during a short span of
Islamic Conference to continue to cooperate in their commorime speak for themselves. We wish him the best in the
search for solutions to global problems, such as thoséuture and assure him of our full cooperation in the
relating to international peace and security, disarmamentjndertakings he has initiated, in the form of particular
self-determination, fundamental human rights and economicooperation between the United Nations and our organization
and technical development. It would encourage specializeckelating to specific matters.
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system to continue to expand cooperation with the | would also like to avail myself of this opportunity to
Organization of the Islamic Conference. It would requestcongratulate our sister international, intergovernmental and
that a general meeting of the secretariats of the twaegional organizations for the adoption by consensus of the
organizations and the specialized institutions be organized aesolutions providing for cooperation between the United
Geneva in May 1994. It would urge the United Nations toNations and their respective bodies. The unanimous
provide technical and other forms of assistance to thedoption of the resolution on cooperation between the
Organization of the Islamic Conference. League of Arab States and the United Nations is a source of

particular joy for us. This indeed signifies the new spirit of

On behalf of the States members of the Organization oprogress prevailing in the Middle East peace process.
the Islamic Conference, | would request the members of the
Assembly to support the draft resolution and to facilitate its The founding fathers and the members of the
adoption by consensus. Organization of the Islamic Conference clearly identified

from the outset the role of our organization within the

The PRESIDENT. In accordance with General overall framework of the United Nations Charter. The
Assembly resolution 3369 (XXX) of 10 October 1975, | now charter of the Organization of the Islamic Conference
call on the Observer for the Organization of the Islamicunderlines the determination of its 51 member States to
Conference. make effective contributions to the enrichment of humankind

and the achievement of progress, freedom and justice

Mr. ANSAY (Organization of the Islamic Conference): throughout the world by promoting global peace and
It is a privilege for me to address the General Assemblysecurity.
again on an item of particular importance to the United

Nations and the Organization | represent, namely, The Organization of the Islamic Conference derives its
"Cooperation between the United Nations and theinspiration from the eternal and noble message of Islam, and
Organization of the Islamic Conference". its establishment was predicated on the principles of peace,

harmony, tolerance, equality and justice for all.
As this is the first time | have spoken at this session of
the Assembly, allow me to begin, Sir, by extending our The charter of our organization reaffirms the
warmest congratulations to His Excellency commitment of our members to the Charter of the United
Ambassador Insanally on his election to the high office ofNations.  The perceptions of the members of our
President of the General Assembly. His election is a tributerganization, all of which are also Members of the United
to his well-known personal qualities, to his vast experienceNations, are identical to those of the vast majority of the
and to his country, Guyana. | can assure the President thatnited Nations membership on important international
he can count on the full cooperation of my organization agssues. It is only natural that the two organizations should
he discharges his responsibilities. work closely together to promote the ideals, principles and
objectives that they share.
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Since its inception, in 1969, the Organization of the At the same time, the cooperation in the field between
Islamic Conference has adopted numerous resolutions aritle Organization of the Islamic Conference and the United
declarations, both at the summit level and at the level oNations relating to the current difficult situation in Somalia
meetings of Foreign Ministers, addressing the issues thas continuing, and our organization is doing its utmost to
confront the Islamic world as well as important global assist the United Nations in resolving the current tragic
developments relating to international peace and securitygituation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the Republic of
disarmament, human rights, minorities and decolonizatiorAzerbaijan.
and issues relating to socio-economic development.

In pursuance of General Assembly resolution 46/13, the

Cooperation between the two organizations received atwo organizations held a sectoral meeting on "Science and
important boost in 1975, when the Organization of theTechnology with Special Emphasis on Environment" at
Islamic Conference was granted observer status by thBhaka, Bangladesh, from 19 to 22 December 1992. We
United Nations. By the late 1970s, it was felt that thewelcome the conclusions and recommendations adopted by
ever-increasing interaction of the two organizations shouldhat meeting, which are covered in the report of the
be given an institutional framework in which the secretariatsSecretary-General, and appreciate particularly the valuable
and the specialized agencies, organs and bodies of the twamntribution made by the participating organizations and the
organizations could hold regular consultations to review theimgencies of the United Nations system to the success of the
ongoing work and to examine the possibilities of expandingmeeting. The next general meeting between the
and enlarging their areas of cooperation. Organization of the Islamic Conference and the United

Nations is expected to take place in Geneva early next year.

Since the adoption in 1980 of General Assemblyln the meantime, let me assure the Assembly that the
resolution 35/36, which was the first resolution on Organization of the Islamic Conference is fully conscious of
cooperation between the United Nations and thehe financial constraints on both organizations, and,
Organization of the Islamic Conference, a number oftherefore, our cooperation process takes that factor into
cooperation agreements have been concluded by owccount.
organization with specialized agencies and other bodies of
the United Nations system, such as the United Nations The draft resolution before the Assembly in document
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the World A/48/L.27 of 19 November 1993, which has been introduced
Health Organization, the United Nations Children’s Fund, then detail by the Permanent Representative of Pakistan,
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Representative of the current Chairman of the Islamic
Refugees, the Food and Agriculture Organization of theConference of Foreign Ministers, reflects the firm
United Nations, the United Nations Fund for Populationdetermination of the two organizations to go ahead with
Activities and the United Nations bodies concerned withcooperation in several fields.
technical cooperation for development.

In view of the fact that the draft resolution has no

The cooperation between the United Nations and thedditional financial implications, | am confident that it will
Organization of the Islamic Conference has been mutuallype approved unanimously by the membership of this body.
satisfactory and has been developing in a meaningful
manner. Ever since the first meeting, held in 1983, between  The PRESIDENT: | should like to inform the
the representatives of the Secretariats of the Organization &ssembly that action on draft resolution A/48/L.27 will be
the Islamic Conference and its specialized institutions angbostponed to the morning of Wednesday, 24 November, as
those of the United Nations system, the two organizationshe last item.
have expanded their cooperation on a number of important
projects in the nine already-identified priority areas in social,
economic and cultural fields; these are described in the
Secretary-General's report of 24 September 1993. Since
1983, the two organizations have made concerted efforts in
the common search for solutions to regional as well as
international conflicts and to problems relating to peace and
security and economic, social and cultural development, as
well as in combating terrorism and working to protect
human rights. Thus, 1993 marks the tenth year of active
cooperation between the Organization of the Islamic
Conference and the United Nations.
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AGENDA ITEM 43 the OAU fits naturally into the enormous question of the
need to strengthen the framework of international
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS cooperation for universal peace and development, through an
AND THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY effective partnership, both between States and between world
and regional intergovernmental organizations.
(@) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

(A/48/475 and Add.1) In this context, the Organization of African Unity,
which at its inception inscribed in its charter its faithfulness
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/48/L.23) to the purposes and principles of the United Nations, can be

seen as an especially well-suited partner for effective
The PRESIDENT: | call on the representative of cooperation with the United Nations to make the African
Algeria to introduce draft resolution A/48/L.23. continent an outstanding example with regard to the
prevention and settlement of conflicts and regional economic
Mr. LAMAMRA (Algeria) (interpretation from French): recovery and integration in a context of global economic
It is a great pleasure for me to speak today as Chairman afrowth.
the Group of African States on a question to which the
delegations on whose behalf | am speaking attach great Cooperation between the United Nations and the

importance. Organization of African Unity has, to its credit, yielded
worthwhile results. Thanks to the perseverance behind this
At the outset | should like to thank the cooperation, which is moving it towards new horizons,

Secretary-General for his report, which is a new milestoneonsiderable progress has been made over the past year.
in the positive development of cooperation between theThe report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations
United Nations and the Organization of African Unity gives a comprehensive overview of the diverse and
(OAUL). numerous fields of cooperation. However, it also reports on
shortfalls and the wide range of tasks yet to be
The follow-up and encouragement of cooperationaccomplished, the problems of Africa being so many and so
between the United Nations and the Organization of Africancomplex.
Unity has been provided by the General Assembly since
1965, through the regular adoption of specific resolutions on ~ Some political successes have been scored. The
the matter. But this exercise cannot be reduced to a mengeaceful dismantlement of apartheid and the establishment
ritual, since it so expressively reflects the various stages off institutional machinery opening the way towards a
contemporary African history and the various manifestationgransition to a united, democratic and non-racial South Africa
of multifaceted continent-wide action organized with the helpis a superb example of cooperation between the two
of the United Nations. The important reference point ofOrganizations. But that should not make us forget the
decolonization has proved its worth in cooperative relationgolitical instability, the persistence of old hotbeds of tension
between the United Nations and the OAU, which form anand the emergence of new crises, all of which give rise to
exceptionally strong umbilical cord and support for thegrave situations that highlight the vulnerability of a continent
particularly fruitful complementarity of regional and whose efforts at recovery are slowed down by ravages of
international efforts to achieve a common goal. man or nature. One need look no farther than Africa’s sad
record in the matter of numbers of refugees and displaced
Therefore, going back over the history of cooperationpersons to be convinced of the need for the international
between the United Nations and the OAU since thattommunity to give the African continent special
cooperation began is, in the present conditions of profoundonsideration.
change in international relations, a way to consolidate gains
and, on the foundation of shared experience, to build new In these circumstances, for cooperation between the
aspirations. The pan-African organization will thus, with the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity to be
help of the United Nations, deal with the exigencies of aeffective it must not only help in responding to Africa’s
single continental destiny and make its contribution tourgent, priority situations and needs, but also give a vision
meeting the great challenges that face the internationadf the future role a stable and prosperous Africa would play
community as a whole. on the international stage.

At the same time, while the renewed interest in Africa’s energies are today directed to peace,
multilateralism is giving the United Nations ever more development and democracy. It is clearly demonstrated by
numerous and complex missions, of ever increasing scopéhe democratic experiments proliferating throughout the
consideration of cooperation between the United Nations andontinent, at a pace dictated by specific local circumstances,
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by the conclusion and forthcoming entry into force of thecooperation between the United Nations and the OAU,
Treaty creating the African Economic Community, and bywhich | have attempted to put forward in this introduction,
the establishment by the Organization of African Unity be fully conveyed by the draft resolution the General
Heads of State and Government last June in Cairo of @ssembly should adopt by consensus on this issue.
mechanism for conflict prevention, management and
resolution, that the African countries and their continental Given the proposals for amendment of the draft
organization have undertaken to be the masters of their owresolution which were suggested to us by some of our
destiny and to create the conditions for a better future. Bupartners, and in the hope of achieving a genuine consensus
the fact remains that economic and social burdens andn this text, | should like to beg your indulgence,
weaknesses are slowing down the impetus. Mr. President, and request that you accept deferring a
decision on draft resolution A/48/L.23 until a revised text
Indeed, despite the enormous sacrifices made by thean be introduced, which will be very soon.
African countries in bold economic reform processes, the
continent’s situation is more precarious than ever. Economic ~ Mrs. HASSAN (Egypt) (nterpretation from Arabik
recovery and development in Africa are still seriously My country, which has the honour of being the current
hampered by the continued decline of commodity prices, th€hairman of the Organization of African Unity, takes
heavy burden of foreign debt, the negative transfer ofpleasure in speaking on this important agenda item
financial resources and the shrinking of financial flows andconcerning cooperation between the OAU and the United
direct investment, all compounded by the harmful effects ofNations.
natural disasters, such as the scourge of desertification and
the ravages of locust infestation. Egypt, as a founding member of both organizations, and
given its conviction of the importance of the roles performed
We must therefore redouble our efforts and doby both, attaches particular importance to the strengthening
everything possible to strengthen and give new impetus tof cooperation between the two organizations and to the
cooperation between the United Nations and thepositive results that may arise from such cooperation with
Organization of African Unity in the economic and social regard to the achievement of the goals of the two
spheres. The United Nations medium-term plan rightlyorganizations on the political, economic, social, cultural,
places Africa’s economic recovery among the highestartistic, technical and other levels.
priorities for United Nations action. We welcome this, and
call on all organs of the United Nations system to give due We have carefully studied the report of the Secretary-
thought to this priority in conceiving, formulating and General (A/48/475) and welcome its contents relating to the
implementing their programmes and activities designed tgrogress made in the area of strengthening cooperation
benefit the African countries. between the two organizations, in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 47/148. We have also studied carefully
Here, it is fitting to underscore once again the particularthe report in document A/48/475/Add.1 which deals with the
importance all of us should attach to the firm discussions and recommendations of the coordinating
implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for themeeting between the Secretariats of the two organizations
Development of Africa in the 1990s, as a pact of solidarityheld in New York from 8 through 10 September 1993, as a
which should help to lay the foundation for the sustainablefollow-up to the resolutions and recommendations which
development of the African continent. came from the meeting of the two Secretariats held in Addis
Ababa in 1992.
Draft resolution A/48/L.23 on cooperation between the
United Nations and the Organization of African Unity, which We should like to commend both reports and the
| have the honour to introduce to the Assembly on behalf ofcontinued efforts deployed by the Secretary-Generals of the
the African Group, is a text which attempts to reflect theUnited Nations and the Organization of African Unity
spirit and objectives of such cooperation. This text is rootedowards the strengthening of cooperation between the two
in tradition and reflects the developments that have occurredrganizations. We also welcome the decision by the two
over the last year while projecting a vision of cooperationSecretariats to expand the scope of their cooperation, beyond
between the United Nations and the OAU into the future. the economic and social spheres, to the areas of preventive
diplomacy, peacemaking and peace-keeping, as well as the
Its objective is to take note of Africa’s concerns and promotion of democratization through the monitoring of elections.
also to set forth the main lines of cooperation that the
Secretaries-General of our two organizations are to  Our support for this stems from our conviction that
implement. Beyond formulations, it is important that there exists an indissoluble link between the consolidation of
Africa’s message of hope and of productive harmony in
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peace and security on the international and regional levelan early warning system within the OAU as well as
and the achievement of sustainable development. providing the necessary financial and technical assistance to
set up training programmes for OAU staff and cadres in the
We have also welcomed the joint meeting of the twoareas of settlement of disputes and of confidence-building.
Secretariats which re-emphasized the need to strengthen their
economic and social cooperation in such areas as continuing We wish to refer to another new field of cooperation
the progress achieved in the implementation of the Abujdetween the United Nations and the OAU, namely the
Agreement towards the establishment of an Africancooperation with the African countries in facilitating and
economic community, following up the results of the United monitoring their transition to multi-party systems, including
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the the monitoring of elections at the request of those countries.
1990s, following up the results of the Dakar Conference olWWe note with interest the paragraph in the Secretary-
African Children and addressing the problems of refugeesiGeneral’'s report that notes that the United Nations has
displaced persons and issues relating to humanitariahandled requests for electoral assistance from 27 countries
assistance as well as issues relating to the environment amehd that that accounted for about 80 per cent of all such
to population problems. requests received by the United Nations. This highlights
Africa’s unremitting efforts towards democratization. The
We welcome the contents of the report of the SecretaryOrganization of African Unity has participated with the
General on cooperation between the two organization&nited Nations in monitoring those elections. This has
concerning the prevention, management and resolution afjpened the door to cooperation between the two
African conflicts, as was the case in South Africa, Somalia,organizations in this important area. We urge the United
Liberia, Rwanda and elsewhere. We urge a strengthening ddations to provide the required technical and financial
cooperation between the two organizations to implement thassistance in the area of training, so that specialized OAU
recommendations of the Secretary-General's reportcadres may perform this important role of monitoring
Specifically, there is a need to take advantage of the benefitslections at the request of African countries.
the OAU derives from its geographic proximity and its
knowledge of local conditions and the historic and cultural When speaking of African disputes and African
backgrounds of conflicts in Africa. In addition, the OAU democratization we must refer to the problem of African
represents the political will of the African peoples andrefugees, and displaced persons who now number some
embodies their determination to resolve their conflicts by6 million. There is a need for coordinating humanitarian
themselves. emergency assistance in this area. Here we should like to
pay tribute to the efforts of the United Nations, its
These considerations were the reason for the creation afpecialized agencies and to its various operational
a machinery for the prevention, management and resolutioprogrammes and funds in this field, as well as to the role
of African conflicts within the framework of the OAU, in played by the Department of Humanitarian Affairs in
conformity with the Cairo Declaration resulting from the coordinating relief to the African countries within the
African Summit Conference held in June 1993. Theframework of General Assembly resolution 46/182. We call
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt, who presided over the for the consolidation of cooperation between the two
central body of the joint meeting held in Addis Ababa from organizations in implementing that resolution in Africa,
17 to 19 November 1993, referred to the need to establisparticularly in respect of speedy response to relief
close cooperation between the two bodies in this area, inequirements in the early stages of emergency situations.
view of the limited resources available to the OAU, on theThere is also a need for raising the degree of preparedness
one hand, and the experience acquired by the United Natioraf the African countries themselves to deal with emergency
in the areas of peacemaking and peace-keeping, on the othsituations. In this respect, we must move from the relief
We should like to seize this opportunity to appeal to thestage to the rehabilitation and development stages. We also
United Nations to encourage and support this new Africarcall for cooperation between the United Nations and the
machinery. OAU in coordinating assistance to African countries of
asylum for African refugees and displaced persons, in
We should also like to declare our support for theimplementing the provisions of the International Decade for
recommendations of the joint meeting of the Secretariats oNatural Disaster Reduction and in preparing for participation
the two organizations to update the cooperation agreemenks/ the African countries in the Yokohama conference which
between the two bodies concerning prevention andwill be held in Japan next year.
management of African conflicts. We also support the same
meeting’s recommendations on the strengthening of such  There is an urgent need to strengthen cooperation
cooperation, while stressing the need for the United Nationdetween the United Nations and the OAU in promoting
to provide the necessary assistance for the establishment African efforts towards the achievement of sustainable
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development, given the worsening of Africa’s economic andAfrican experts in this respect within the framework of the
social problems and the slowing down of growth rates in theDrganization of African Unity.
continent in a manner that exceeds anything that is taking
place in any other part of the developing world at a time Our interest in desertification and soil deterioration
when many African countries have undertaken ambitiousssues in Africa embraces another problem, namely locust
economic reform and restructuring programmes that requirenfestations in Africa and its adverse effects on the
vast financial resources and determined efforts to contain thenvironment, agricultural production and food security. We
effects of the harsh social results of such programmes. pay tribute here to the important role played by the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
The worsening of these problems was the reason behinidi cooperation with the OAU and African subregional
the adoption by the General Assembly of the United Nationsrganizations in dealing with the problem. We seize this
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and opportunity to invite the United Nations to increase its
Development. However, that Programme has not been ableooperation with as well as its financial and technical
to prevent the 1980s from becoming a wasted decade as faupport to the OAU in implementing Agenda 21 in keeping
as Africa was concerned. The faltering international effortwith the recommendations included in the Secretary-
to address the continued worsening of Africa’s problems inGeneral’s report, with special emphasis on building Africa’s
1980s led to the adoption by the General Assembly of theapacities together with the mobilization of the new and
New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s. additional financial resources required for such
The New Agenda contains various important elements thaimplementation.
are necessary for Africa’s economic development, such as
economic reform, the encouragement of investment, the The international economy is now witnessing an
development of human resources, dealing with the problemmcreasing tendency towards integration and association. In
relating to the environment, population, agriculture, ruralthis context, Africa has given shape to its vision and
development, food security, foreign debt, financial inflows, aspirations with regard to regional integration in the
commodities, diversification of African products, framework of the Abuja Agreement on the establishment of
cooperation, regional and subregional integration and manthe African Economic Community. The establishment of
others. We have studied the three reports presented by thieat community will require great efforts by the African
Secretary-General on the progress achieved in implementingpuntries and support for such efforts by the international
the New Agenda within the framework of item 24 of the community. We attach great importance to cooperation
General Assembly’s agenda and should like to stress thketween the United Nations and the OAU in mobilizing such
need for strengthening cooperation between the Uniteéhternational support as well as in disseminating information
Nations and the OAU in implementing the New Agenda foron the Agreement at the regional, subregional and
the Development of Africa in the 1990s. We should like international levels. The United Nations should also provide
also to emphasize the important role that the OAU and théechnical assistance in the area of formulating the
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) could play in this frameworks and programmes as well as conducting the
connection as well as in the follow-up of the Tokyo studies needed to establish the African Economic
International Conference on African Development, whichCommunity, in line with the Secretary-General's
was held in Japan on 5 and 6 October 1993, and the followrecommendations in his report.
up mechanism referred to in the Tokyo Declaration. The
Egyptian delegation attaches great importance to cooperation Last but not least, we should like to refer to the
between the United Nations and the OAU in implementinginternational Conference on Assistance to African Children,
Agenda 21 and wishes to commend the efforts deployed biield at Dakar from 25 to 27 November 1992, in close
the Organization of African Unity on the one hand and, oncooperation between the United Nations and the OAU. This
the other, by the United Nations Development Programmeénternational meeting resulted in the adoption of two
(UNDP), the United Nations Environment Programmeimportant documents - the Consensus of Dakar and the Plan
(UNEP), the ECA and the United Nations Sudano-Saheliamf Action. These were subsequently adopted at the last
Office (UNSO) in this connection. OAU summit, which was held in Cairo in June 1993.

We should like to commend, in particular, cooperation We support the Secretary-General’s recommendations
between the United Nations and the OAU within the concerning early implementation of the recommendations of
framework of the intergovernmental body entrusted with thethe Dakar Conference - in particular, those relating to public
drafting of an international convention on combating health, education, combating drugs and assistance in caring
desertification in countries which suffer from drought or for disabled and mentally retarded children.
desertification. We also commend the efforts of the team of
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We are at the threshold of the twenty-first century. Thewith fighting of varying degrees of intensity in such
international community has but a few years to put Africa incountries as Angola, Liberia, Somalia, Sudan and Burundi.
a better position to join the other continents of the world asThere were severe food shortages among millions of
they enter the new century. Cooperation between the Unitetkfugees and drought-affected and displaced persons in
Nations and the OAU could play an important role in Malawi, Kenya, Mozambique, Angola, Liberia, Rwanda,
mobilizing the assistance needed from the internationaSierra Leone, Ethiopia and Sudan.
community. Egypt, which currently chairs the OAU, calls
upon the United Nations system, including the United The growing magnitude of the refugee problem in
Nations specialized agencies and various programmes amfrica poses one of the most formidable challenges facing
funds, to strengthen and intensify their cooperation in ordethe OAU and the United Nations today. Whereas, in 1990,
to enable the OAU to increase its participation in thethere were 5.7 million refugees in Africa, it is estimated that
activities of all these bodies in Africa. We call for today there are 6 million - 30 per cent of the world’s
continued joint coordination meetings between therefugees. We wish to express to the Office of the United
secretariats of the two organizations and for sectoraNations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) our
meetings in various areas. appreciation for the efforts that are being made, in

collaboration with the OAU, to alleviate the plight of the

We should like to conclude by urging the Generalrefugees in Africa. Furthermore, we hope that the review
Assembly to adopt by consensus draft resolution A/48/L.23hat was begun in June 1993, during the fifty-eighth session
on cooperation between the United Nations and the OAlbf the OAU Council of Ministers, with a view to updating
submitted by the African Group. some of the provisions of the OAU-UNHCR Cooperation

Agreement in order to meet the new challenges posed by

Mr. MUMBENGEGWI (Zimbabwe): It gives me great refugees and displaced persons in the 1990s and beyond, will
pleasure to be able to participate in the discussion ome completed at an early date.
cooperation between the United Nations and the
Organization of African Unity (OAU). | should like, in that When His Excellency the President of Zimbabwe,
regard, to convey our warm appreciation to theComrade Robert Gabriel Mugabe, addressed the General
Secretary-General for the two reports on this subject that arAssembly on 28 September this year, he welcomed the
before us. Secretary-General’'s proposal - contained in his report "An

Agenda for Peace" - relating to cooperation between the

This debate comes at an opportune time, as cooperatiddnited Nations and regional organizations in the resolution
between the United Nations and the OAU - a process thatf conflicts, in peacemaking and in peace-building.
started nearly 30 years ago, in 1965 - has vastly expanded i@ognizant of the fact that the onus for taking the initiative
scope. The United Nations has cooperated closely with than conflict prevention, management and settlement in our
OAU in the areas of assistance to refugees, theontinent lies on the African people themselves, our Heads
decolonization of the African continent, including that of my of State or Government, at their thirtieth summit meeting,
own country - Zimbabwe - and the efforts towards the totalwhich was held at Cairo in June this year, resolved to create
eradication of racial discrimination, racism and apartheid ora mechanism for the prevention, management and resolution
the continent. of conflicts.

The United Nations has also supported the continent's  We are pleased to point out that, in spite of severe
efforts to promote multilateral cooperation and regional andinancial constraints, the OAU has established a special fund
subregional economic integration among African Statesto support its activities in the field of the prevention and
Indeed, as the reports before the Assembly indicate, theettlement of conflicts. Indeed, we are pleased to note that,
majority of the operational agencies, as well as other bodiewith a view to putting the mechanism into operation, the
of the United Nations system, continue their valuableorganization's central organ held its inaugural ministerial
activities on the continent, at both the national and themeeting in Addis Ababa last week, between 17 and
regional levels. 19 November 1993. It is our hope that the United Nations

will lend its fullest support to the OAU’s mechanism as we

The past year has been, in general, one of severe arate convinced that these efforts are complementary, and not
trying social, economic and political crises in Africa. In at odds with each other.
eastern and southern Africa, the most unremitting drought in
living memory devastated the region, resultingiimer alia, Even as | speak of the creation of the mechanism for
reductions of between 50 and 70 per cent in the cereatonflict resolution in Africa, the OAU has been playing an
output of the various countries of the region. Insecurity andncreasingly important role in the United Nations
civil strife continued to stalk many parts of the continent, peacemaking and peace-keeping operations on the continent.
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The OAU has initiated peacemaking efforts and hasdelegation took the opportunity then to express its
complemented the efforts of the United Nations - mostappreciation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
notably, in recent times, in South Africa, Somalia andMr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, and the various bodies and
Rwanda. The OAU has undertaken peace missions in thergans of the Organization for their efforts to see that the
Congo, Angola, Liberia and Burundi. It is our hope that, New Agenda was put on a firm and sure footing. But we
with further concerted cooperation between the Unitednust reiterate now, as we did then, that the international
Nations and the OAU, these conflicts will be speedily community has not done enough in its support for the New
resolved. Agenda. For the New Agenda to achieve its objectives,
Africa requires international support which corresponds to its
My delegation wishes to support, in this regard, theown efforts - support, among other things, with regard to
recommendations that emanated from the meeting betweencreased official development assistance flows, foreign
the secretariats of the United Nations and of the OAU thatirect investment, a comprehensive and lasting solution to
was held in New York in September 1993 - in particular,the continent's crushing debt burden, and an improved
those relating to preventive diplomacy, peacemaking, peaceexternal environment, particularly with regard to commaodity
keeping and post-conflict peace-building. We wish also toprices and international market access.
commend the Secretaries-General of the two organizations
for their regular consultations aimed at preventing and Let me conclude by recalling the Secretary-General's
resolving conflicts in Africa. words when he addressed the Panel of High-Level
Personalities on African Development on 28 December 1992,
We from the African continent are fully cognizant of in Geneva:
the need to achieve sustainable development and growth
through self-reliance and interdependence. As \terld "Africa and its resources, notably its human
Economic Survey 199%rrectly points out, African leaders: resources, are of enormous potential. The end of the
cold war allows us to think afresh: to recommit
"have renewed their commitments to strategies and  ourselves to the social and economic development of
measures to accelerate economic integration."  the continent, and to reappraise our approadiPtess
(E/1993/60, p. 8y Release SG/SM/4887, p. 2)

These measures include production, institutional andVe fervently hope that the consolidation of the cooperation
infrastructural harmonization between neighbouring Stateshetween the United Nations and the Organization of African
market integration through trade liberalization, streamlinedJnity will further buttress this recommitment.
payments arrangements and currency convertibility.
Mr. NOTERDAEME (Belgium) (interpretation from
Thus, when we in southern Africa came together as thérench): | have the honour to speak on behalf of the
Southern African Development Community (SADC) in European Union.
August 1992, foremost among our objectives were deeper
economic cooperation and integration, on the basis of equity  That the European Union is committed to regional
and mutual benefit, providing for cross-border investmentcooperation has been amply demonstrated. Suffice it to
and trade and the freer movement of factors of productionrecall that in 40 years the European House has grown from
goods and services, capital and labour across nationaix to twelve, evolving from a Coal and Steel Community
boundaries. It is our hope to achieve complementaritynto a Union which officially entered into force on
between our national and regional strategies and November last. Through many different agreements, the
programmes. SADC, therefore, together with the otheEuropean Union has close political and economic ties with
regional economic organizations, such as the Preferentialirtually all regions of the world. More specifically with
Trade Area for Eastern and Southern Africa (PTA), theregard to our relations with the Organization of African
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Unity (OAU), the European Union had occasion to meet the
and the Arab Maghreb Union, is one of the building blocksSecretary-General of the OAU, Mr. Salim Salim, and to
for the continent’s ultimate objective: the African Economic have an important dialogue with him last June in
Community. We hope to continue to enjoy the tangibleCopenhagen.
support of the international community and the United
Nations in our endeavours. We can therefore only commend the efforts of the
Organization of African Unity which, while continuing its
Only two weeks ago the Assembly made a preliminarywork to strengthen the political and economic independence
review of the implementation of the United Nations New of its members, is also trying to increase cooperation
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s. My between them. This cooperation, which is in keeping with
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the Secretary-General's Agenda for Peace deserves the fultferendum organized and supervised by the United Nations,
support of the United Nations. It illustrates the principle, in cooperation with the OAU. We renew our appeal to the
which we support, that the countries most directly involvedparties to cooperate fully with the Secretary-General and his
are in the best position to find a solution to their political, Special Representative and to refrain from any action that
economic, social and environmental problems. might hamper swift implementation of the plan.

Accordingly, the European Union welcomes the In Angola, UNITA's refusal to accept the outcome of
establishment by the OAU last June in Cairo of aelections certified to be generally free and fair has plunged
mechanism for conflict prevention, management andhat country into widespread violence once again. The
resolution in Africa. That decision was based on a cleaEuropean Union hopes that the Lusaka talks begun by the
awareness, reflected in the Declaration by the Heads of Stafeecretary-General’'s Special Representative will lead to a
and Government of the OAU that; rapid solution to the Angolan crisis through negotiations

carried on within the context of the "Acordos de Paz", with
"No single internal factor has contributed more to full respect for the relevant resolutions of the Security
the present socio-economic problems on the Continen€ouncil.

than the scourge of conflicts within and between our

countries." (A/48/322, p. 107, AHG/DECL.3 (XXIX) In  Mozambique, after a difficult beginning,

Rev.1, para. 9) implementation of the General Peace Agreement, signed at

Rome on 4 October 1992, was given fresh impetus when the
Within the framework of this mechanism the OAU intends Secretary-General visited Maputo, as clearly indicated in the
to coordinate its activities with those of regional and most recent report of the Secretary-General on the subject.
subregional organizations and neighbouring States whilé/Ve earnestly hope that the important agreements achieved
where necessary, also having recourse to United Nationsn that occasion by President Chissano and the head of
assistance. RENAMO, Mr. Dhlakama, which involved such matters as

a new timetable, will be scrupulously adhered to, particularly

The European Union welcomes and supports this double respect of demobilization and the electoral process. Also,
approach: internal coordination and cooperation with thdull heed must be paid to the appeal the Security Council
United Nations. Indeed, we think that very often that is theissued in its resolution 882 (1993) for help in ensuring the
best way to guarantee regional peace and security. success of the United Nations Operation in Mozambique

(UNOMOZ). We rely on a favourable response by

This dual approach has already been applied in Rwandd/lembers of the United Nations to the Security Council's
with encouraging results. The European Union welcomesppeal in its resolution 882 (1993) to contribute to ensuring
the conclusion of the Arusha Agreement, which is to lead tahe success of UNOMOZ.
free elections in Rwanda. We pay tribute to the ceaseless
diplomatic efforts of the Tanzanian conciliator and the In Liberia, we encourage all parties faithfully to
activities of the Organization of African Unity and the implement the Cotonou Agreement and to participate under
United Nations. We hope that the United Nations Assistancéhe conditions it sets forth in the interim institutions that will
Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR) will be deployed without administer the country pending elections.
delay and will be able to help to establish an atmosphere of
trust between the Rwandese parties, which is indispensable We have taken note of the Secretary-General's most
for the establishment of a just and lasting peace in thatecent report on Somalia. It shows clearly that, despite the
country. considerable success of the United Nations Operation in

Somalia (UNOSOM II) in many respects, and in most of the

In other parts of Africa the international community has country, Somalia is now at a crossroads. We hope that the
made great peace-keeping efforts. In addition to Rwandancreasing importance given to the political process, to the
the United Nations is present in Western Sahara, Liberiagstablishment of district and regional councils and of a local
Somalia, Mozambique, Angola and South Africa. Aboutpolice force will promote the reconciliation and recovery
half of the peace-keeping operations decided upon by thegreed upon at Addis Ababa in January and March this year.
Security Council are in Africa. Unfortunately, while some But true national reconciliation must involve disarming the
of these operations seem to be on the right track, in otherctions; otherwise the efforts of the United Nations and the
the results achieved so far have not measured up to oumternational community in Somalia could be gravely
hopes. compromised. We reaffirm that in the final analysis it is the

Somali people themselves who are responsible for their

In Western Sahara, we recall our support for thefuture. They must manifest the political will necessary to

settlement plan for the holding of a self-determinationresolve the Somali crisis. In that connection, the conference
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that is to begin on 29 November at Addis Ababa could give We believe that the development process requires the
Somalis the opportunity to reinvigorate the political processestablishment of free, democratic institutions, participation
that the international community strongly advocates. by the people, and the solution of Africa’s grave economic
problems. In his report on the work of the Organization, the
Mr. Kabir (Bangladesh), Vice-President, took the Secretary-General states that
Chair.
"There can be no flowering of development
In South Africa, we warmly welcome the successful without ... democratization. Peace is a prerequisite to
conclusion of the multi-party negotiations and the development; democracy is essential if development is
agreements on an interim constitution, on an independent to succeed over the long tern(A/48/1, para. 9)
electoral commission, on an independent media commission
and on an audio-visual authority. This constitutes a historic ~ We are pleased that a consensus is emerging on full
milestone on the road to true democracy in South Africarespect for universally recognized human rights and
The European Union has already begun its preparations ttundamental freedoms and on the establishment of a
help in the process that will culminate in democratic pluralistic society and a governmental system responding to
elections on 27 April 1994. The European Union alsothe wishes and needs of the people. We hope the OAU will
understands that South Africa’s transition to democracy mustontinue to strengthen that consensus. We reaffirm our
involve its economic reconstruction and development. Wecommitment to helping African countries in this process.
reiterate our determination to make an appropriate
contribution to that process. Although it possess abundant resources, Africa
continues, alas, to face serious economic problems. It
Citizens of European Union members participate in allconfronts a drop in the flow of private resources, including
the United Nations operations in the countries | haveinvestment; growing populations; problems of indebtedness;
mentioned. The European Union and, on a bilateral basignd disasters such as drought and desertification - not to
some of its members are providing assistance to thenention the internal conflicts and civil wars about which |
countries where those operations are taking place. have just spoken.

Since the late 1980s there has been a huge movement The European Union will cooperate with all relevant
of political, social and economic reform in Africa; this could organizations to promote economic growth and development
lay the foundation for a more open society able to determinén Africa. In that connection, we attach special importance
its own future. We pay a tribute to the Africans and theto cooperation with the OAU and to that organization’s
African political leaders who have taken the path of contribution to intra-regional cooperation in Africa. Let me
democracy. In some countries the process ofrecall the close links binding the European Union with the
democratization has been interrupted, but we can onhBtates members of the OAU through the Lomé Convention
welcome the successful referendum in Eritrea, which gavand the new Mediterranean policy. On the strength of its
birth to an independent State and put a peaceful end to ewn experience with economic integration, the European
30-year-old conflict. We are also gratified at the peacefulUnion welcomes the prospects of integration opened by the
and effective way in which the referendum in Malawi was Abuja treaty.
carried out.

Indeed, Africa remains the focal point of European

In that context, Burundi is a particularly tragic case. policy with respect to cooperation. The recent Tokyo
Five months after that country’s first free and democraticConference provided a fresh opportunity for the European
elections, an attempt at@up d’étatbrutally shattered the Union to emphasize the priority the international community
movement towards openness and national reconciliation thafives to development in Africa. Some countries, battered by
had been so nobly undertaken by President Ndadaye. Thavil wars or other conflicts, have especially large
European Union will support OAU initiatives to enable the requirements. Last May, the European Union decided to put
legal authorities to resume governing Burundi. in place an Initiative for Africa of at least 100 million

European Currency Units; this will finance rehabilitation

The European Union will continue to help African projects in a number of African countries. The Initiative
countries in encouraging democracy. At the Communitywill support aid measures to be inserted between
level and at the level of its member States, it hashumanitarian assistance and long-term development
demonstrated its readiness to respond favourably to requegtsogrammes.
for assistance in verifying elections. The European Union
will also continue to help Governments encourage good  Two problems are of particular concern in that respect.
public-affairs management and respect for human rights. The first is population growth, which hampers improvements
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in the standard of living in Africa. The Cairo Conference on In Liberia, the United Nations and the OAU acted
Population and Development will enable us to give moretogether through their respective representatives to bring the
thorough consideration to this problem; for the present, weparties to the negotiating table and to promote
must recognize that the link between population andmplementation of the Yamoussoukro IV Accord. These
development is crucial for Africa. efforts led to the signing of the Cotonou Agreement on
29 July 1993, which has started the peace process moving
The second problem is the situation of the again. Here we would appeal to the international community
least-developed countries, some 30 of which are Africarto contribute to the trust fund established under the auspices
countries. Many continue to bear a heavy debt burden. Thef the Security Council. Without such support, any peace
European Union strongly supports the Programme of Actiorprocess will become increasingly fragile.
for the Least Developed Countries for the 1990s. In the
Lomé-Convention programmes and in the bilateral In Somalia, the two organizations have consulted
programmes of members of the European Union, specificegularly during the various phases of the Somali crisis. The
attention is given to the fight against poverty. That priority OAU emphasized the search for a political solution and
is testimony to our desire that development budgets shouldarticipated actively in the national reconciliation conference
remain intact. that was held in March 1993 in Addis Ababa.

The European Union believes that the OAU will Similarly, in South Africa, representatives from the
continue to play an important role in African and world OAU and the United Nations are working closely together in
affairs, in keeping with the principles of the Charter and intrying to promote the transition to a non-racial, democratic,
cooperation with the United Nations. We believe that theunited society.
ties of friendship and cooperation binding the members of
the OAU to the members of the European Union will Such cooperation has been useful in advancing the
continue to develop in the years to come. cause of peace in these conflicts. It is, however, desirable

that this cooperation be further strengthened and better

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with General sustained, so as to deal more effectively with the problems
Assembly resolution 2011 (XX) of 11 October 1965, | now relating to preventive diplomacy, peacemaking, peace-
call on the Observer of the Organization of African Unity. keeping and peace-building. Such a development is all the

more necessary in that the Secretary-General, in his report

Mr. SY (Organization of African Unity (OAU)) "An Agenda for Peace" (A/47/277) and in other documents,
(interpretation from French) Cooperation between the has reconfirmed his resolve to work closely with regional
United Nations and the Organization of African Unity organizations.

(OAU), which has been continuing since 1965 when the first

cooperation agreement between the two organizations was For its part, the Organization of African Unity has

signed, has today entered a new phase. Traditionalljgemonstrated the same resolve. For example, the

confined mainly to economic and social affairs, this Declaration of the Assembly of Heads of State and

cooperation now involves new areas such as preventiv&overnment of the Organization of African Unity on the

diplomacy, peacemaking, peace-keeping and democratizatioastablishment within the OAU of a mechanism for the
prevention, management and settlement of conflicts, adopted

The interdependence of peace, democracy anthst June at the thirtieth anniversary of OAU, emphasized
development is better understood today. The increase ithat the OAU should
new kinds of crises in this initial post-cold-war era has made
it necessary to have closer and more consistent cooperation "cooperate and work closely with the United Nations
between the United Nations and regional organizations. not only with regard to issues relating to peacemaking
Thus, since the adoption of General Assembly resolution  but, and especially, also those relating to peace-keeping.
47/148, the United Nations and the OAU have been Where necessary, recourse will be had to the United

cooperating in trying to settle several conflicts in Africa. Nations to provide the necessary financial, logistical
and military support needed for the OAU’s activities in
In Rwanda, the United Nations took over from OAU Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution in

cease-fire observers when the peace process required the Africa in keeping with the provisions of Chapter VIl
sending of a peace-keeping force in order to encourage of the UN Charter on the role of regional organizations
implementation of the Arusha peace agreements, which had in the maintenance of international peace and security."
been signed under the auspices of the OAU. (A/48/322, p. 113)
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Moreover, the Secretary-General of the OAU, Nations system cooperate to establish economic and social
Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim, described his vision of cooperationinfrastructures in respect of demobilized combatants,
between the United Nations and the OAU in his response tdisplaced persons and refugees.
the statement by the President of the Security Council on
ways and means of strengthening regional organizations and Another priority area for the Organization of African
arrangements with a view to maintaining international peac&Jnity, and an area of increasingly steady cooperation
and security more effectively. He stated: between the United Nations and the OAU, is the promotion
of the democratization process. In July 1990, the Heads of
"It is the understanding of OAU that the coordination State and Government of the OAU, in their Declaration on
of the efforts of regional organizations with those of thethe political and economic Situation in Africa and
United Nations, in the context of pacific settlement of fundamental changes in the world, defined the OAU’s
disputes and the maintenance of international peace ambsition on democratization. In that Declaration they
security, as provided for in Article 52 of the Charter of affirmed, inter alia, the right of African countries to
the United Nations, implies that that relationship mustdetermine, in all sovereignty, their democratic systems on
be conducted in such a way that the comparativeahe basis of their socio-cultural values, taking into account
advantage of the regional organization, on the one handhe realities of the situation and the need to ensure
and that of the United Nations on the other hand,development and meet the basic requirements of the people.
optimally come into play. Thus, though OAU
recognizes that the United Nations, being the World Since the adoption of the Declaration, the OAU
Body, has the primary responsibility for international secretariat, which is deeply interested in democratization, has
peace and security, and that it is endowed with greatebeen following very closely developments in member States
material and financial resources, OAU brings to such and sending observers to various elections. So far, observers
partnership, its political salience as the pre-eminenthave been sent to more than 15 members of the OAU to
continent-wide regional organization in Africa, deriving follow the process of presidential or legislative elections or
from its proximity to and better knowledge of local referendums.
African conflict situations, the shared historical
experience and culture of its member States and the In some cases, the OAU has sent observers to assist the
political will to resolve its own problems." member States in establishing the preconditions for holding
(S/25996/Add.3, para. 11) elections. Thus, the OAU recently contributed actively to
organizing and holding elections in the Congo.
Motivated largely by those considerations, the last
inter-Secretariat meeting of the United Nations and the However, in order to meet the growing needs of its
OAU, held from 8 to 10 September 1993 here in New York,member States, the OAU needs to strengthen its structures
formulated important recommendations. In the area ofand train professional staff in this area. The OAU, which is
preventive diplomacy, it recommended that the Unitedalready cooperating with a number of international
Nations assist the OAU in establishing an early-warninginstitutions and organizations, expects to develop its
system, and that the two organizations develop trainingooperation with the United Nations. This cooperation,
programmes on dispute settlement for their respective staffnoreover, has already begun, with the holding of the
It also called on the United Nations to try to mobilize the elections in Mali, Eritrea and Togo.
necessary financial and technical support to develop the
institutional ability of the OAU secretariat to prevent and Generally speaking, the OAU would like its cooperation
handle conflicts. with the United Nations in observing elections to make it
possible for there to be exchanges of information and
The United Nations-OAU inter-Secretariat meeting training of staff, for the OAU member States to be provided
recommended that the two organizations should regularlyvith technical assistance and for there to be harmonization
carry out joint peacemaking and peace-keeping activities imnd cooperation in the field.
Africa. The United Nations was invited to contribute to
mobilizing financial and logistic support for OAU activities The efforts of the OAU to prevent, manage and settle
in order to restore and maintain peace, and also to help theonflicts in Africa and to promote a process of harmonious
OAU organize training programmes for the military staff of democratization are designed, among other things, to create
its member States that might be involved in peace-keeping political environment at the national, regional and
missions. continental levels that would foster development and
economic growth. In effect, the OAU, which has almost
As to post-conflict peace-building, the inter-Secretariatcompleted the tasks allocated to it in the area of the struggle
recommended that the OAU and organs of the Unitedagainst colonial and racial domination, has decided to move
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decisively towards resolving economic issues, and has takemhich has helped make the international community aware
initiatives to encourage the adoption of policies that favourof the problems being faced by African children and has
popular participation in economic development and amadopted major decisions, including the Dakar consensus and
increasing pace of economic integration. a plan of action to implement it.

Thus, since the Abuja Treaty - which established the These, then, are a few of the elements that | wished to
African Economic Community - was signed, the OAU raise in support of what was said this morning by the
secretariat has been working away on developing protocol€hairman of the Group of African States and by the
to be annexed to it and has waged a campaign to informepresentative of the current Chairman of the OAU.
African and international public opinion about it. The OAU
has also continued its efforts to encourage its member States | should also like to take this opportunity to appeal to
to ratify the Treaty promptly. At the present rate at whichthe various delegations to support draft resolution A/48/L.23.
ratifications are taking place, the Treaty will enter into force
very soon. | should not like to finish without thanking the

Secretary-General for the efforts he has made to promote

The OAU, which is cooperating closely with the United cooperation between the United Nations and the OAU, for
Nations - particularly with the Economic Commission for the steps he took in organizing the September 1993 meeting,
Africa and the United Nations Development Programme - inand, lastly, for the high quality of the documentation.
order to make the provisions of the Abuja Treaty
operational, would wish the bodies and institutions in the The PRESIDENT: | should like to inform the
United Nations system, first, to include in their national andAssembly that action on draft resolution A/48/L.23 is
regional programmes activities that would strengtherpostponed to a later date, to be announced inJthenal
regional cooperation and integration; secondly, to try to
coordinate their programmes between themselves and also The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.
with the programmes being carried out by the African
Economic Community and the other regional and subregional
communities; and, thirdly, to support the carrying out of
studies and the implementation of the protocols concerning
the African Economic Community.

Another issue that the OAU is following very closely
is the implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for
the Development of Africa in the 1990s. The OAU, while
taking note of the initiatives taken by the United Nations -
and by the Secretary-General in particular - to increase the
international community’s awareness, would, however, like
to stress that wide-ranging action must be taken to ensure
that the additional resources requested under the New
Agenda are mobilized, and that measures must be taken to
bring down the barriers to African economic recovery, for
example, debt, the drop in primary product prices and
problems of access to markets. | should like to point out in
this connection how crucially important diversification of the
African economies is, and how important is the need for the
international community to underpin that process,
specifically by supporting the establishment of the fund for
diversification proposed by the Secretary-General.

United Nations-OAU cooperation covers several
important sectors. In the social field, the OAU collaborated
with the United Nations Fund for Population Activities and
the Economic Commission for Africa in organizing the third
African conference on population. Similarly, the OAU,
together with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
organized the international conference on the African child,



