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The PRESIDENT. On behalf of the General
Assembly, | have the honour to welcome to the United
Nations, His Excellency Mr. Alfredo Félix Cristiani-Burkard,
the President of the Republic of El Salvador, and to invite

The meeting was called to order at 3.30 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 127 him to address the Assembly.
SCALE OF ASSESSMENTS FOR THE President CRISTIANI-BURKARD(interpretation from
APPORTIONMENT OF THE EXPENSES OF THE  gpanish) It is a great pleasure for us to salute your
UNITED NATIONS (A/48/414/Add.2) unanimous election, Sir, to preside over the General

Assembly’s work at its forty-eighth session, especially since

The PRESIDENT. Before turning to the item on our you are a worthy representative of a sister country of our
agenda for this meeting, | should like to draw the Generalegion of Latin America and the Caribbean. Your opening
Assembly’s attention to document A/48/414/Add.2. address, in which you presented your vision of the world,
was rich in ideas and insights into international reality. You

In his letter contained in that document, the Secretaryurged that we commit ourselves to promoting the purposes
General informs me that since the issuance of higand principles of the Charter in order to achieve a better
communications dated 21 and 24 September 1993 Guinesvorld, and you encouraged us to reflect on our

Bissau has made the necessary payment to reduce its arreagsponsibilities as we strive to meet the global challenges

below the amount specified in Article 19 of the Charter.  facing our peoples. Your address demonstrated your
sensitivity and wisdom, which, added to your political and
May | take it that the General Assembly duly takes notediplomatic experience in multilateralism, will help us move
of this information? forward to change as we endeavour to achieve the objectives
of our Organization.

It was so decided. ] o
We should also like to express our appreciation to your

predecessor, Mr. Stoyan Ganev, the former Foreign Minister
of Bulgaria, for the successful manner in which he guided
the work of the forty-seventh session of the General
Assembly and in particular for his efforts to bring about the
restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations system.

ADDRESS BY MR. ALFREDO FELIX CRISTIANI-
BURKARD, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF EL
SALVADOR

The PRESIDENT. The Assembly will now hear an
address by the President of the Republic of El Salvador.
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We also wish to join in the expressions of appreciation We in El Salvador have been delighted to learn that,
to the Secretary-General, Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, for hisirom varying perspectives of ideological and political
dedication and hard work in leading our Organization. Wethought, our peace process is considered exemplary. In this
once again express our support for and confidence in him iforum of nations, we should like to point to some of the
his difficult task of seeking international peace and securityfactors that, in our opinion, have allowed us to set that

example.

For the fifth year in a row we have come to this highest
international forum, from which it has been our privilege to First of all, we believe that the solution achieved is
give annual testimony to the progress of a process thastrictly in keeping with the nature of the conflict. Given that
though it is unfolding in a small developing country, it was a conflict with historical and social roots, its eruption
represents one of the most complex and exemplary dynamizas eminently political, linked to the inadequacy and
forces for peace in modern history. dysfunctioning of the traditional Salvadorean political system
and the political-ideological confrontation of the super-
In 1989, when we first came to speak to the world’s Powers. The solution had to be political, without winners or
representatives from this rostrum, the case of El Salvadd@sers, and to aim at the creation of a new scenario involving
was just one more knot in the tangled web of problems lef@ System of pluralistic participation. The peace agreement
behind by the sadly notorious cold war as it beganiS & plan of commitments to expanding, developing and
unexpectedly to wind down. A few months earlier, we hadguaranteeing democracy in El Salvador. That was what we
just taken the reins of government with a great purpose borfieeded. That is why it was implemented in an irreversible
in the deepest part of our conscience: to do all that wagnanner, despite momentary problems that were merely
humanly possible to find a political solution to the mishaps along the way.
Salvadorean conflict. That is how we expressed ourselves,
with a solemn promise, to the Salvadorean people on the  Secondly, the conflict led to violent confrontation in the
first day of our Government. We reaffirmed it before the country. The exhaustion from the war and the impetus
United Nations in September of that crucial year of 1989 towards a process of democratization created the conditions
only a few weeks before the world witnessed the almosfor the emergence in El Salvador of a culture of tolerance,
unbelievable dissolution of one of the greatest ideologicalunderstanding and reconciliation - in a word, a culture of
military Powers on Earth. This led to a new era - difficult, peace. This concept has not emerged in El Salvador alone;
but also hopeful and promising, for all. it is a growing concern throughout the world. With the
support of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
If we wish sincerely to interpret the history of our Cultural Organization, we are striving to promote a culture
country, we must say that the peace process in El Salvad@f peace, for which we appeal for the firm support of the
was a search along various avenues that had been presentfiernational community. Without a culture of peace, which
the lives of the people of El Salvador ever since our natiofill help to remove the ever-active remnants of the culture
was born. Our peace process is not a mere expression of tﬁé violence, it will be impossible to establish the new world
need to find a sensible and reasonable end to an unjust afider demanded by our times, a new moral order between
painfu| war. In El Salvador, as in so many other countriesmen and nations as the foundation for this new world order
with a historical development similar to ours, peace is thedf competitive but respectful and harmonious coexistence,
generic name for age-old needs and aspirations, such d41ich we can glimpse as an achievable reality as we pass
those for democracy, democratic institutions, the rule of lawinto the new millennium.
political freedoms and rights - in a word, the victory of
civilization over barbarism. Thirdly, we must recognize that the peace process in El
Salvador was continually and effectively followed by the

This helped us to understand, as our work for peacénternational community, represented by the Security Council
began, that it must be solid and enduring. Otherwise, wé@nd the Secretary-General of this great world Organization,
would be making just another effort - like so many in our by @ group of countries that had close ties to the situation in
past - that would not rise above superficial means or lay thé&! Salvador in a variety of ways, and by a widespread
true foundations of the country’s political, social and general interest in observing the ways and means used to
economic modernization. For us - and this is the aspect thd€solve a conflict such as the one that afflicted El Salvador

has enabled our process to succeed - peace is synonymd@ such a long time. We have no doubt that without this
with democracy. international attention a solution to the problem in El
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Salvador would have been much more difficult andway that cannot be resisted. We see this in the changing
complicated. international, political and economic relations of our time.
An almost spontaneous restructuring has followed the
El Salvador is a living example of how the transition removal of so many straitjackets. And this restructuring has
from a world dominated by a confrontational bipolarity to brought to light what has always been most important: the
one determined by the logic of specific situations is takingreal problems. As the East-West conflict has disappeared,
place. We do not doubt for one instant that the engine oflmost no one speaks about the North-South conflict or
the world process is changing: from abusive and heartlesglternative alignments, but the serious problems of
ideology to pragmatic and ordered rationality. There havdnequality, critical poverty and dependence have not been
always been many problems and conflicts in the world, bufesolved. They are still with us. And they are a challenge
for a long time the international drama seemed to be afor this new order which we are trying to create on a more
increasingly absorbing confrontation of ideologies. Thisrational and reasonable foundation.
distortion, aggravated by the real problems that existed,
impeded their solution. It is true that since the cold war In this new scenario, the United Nations has a central
painful and cruel situations have erupted, such as the on®le which was until recently unimaginable. The great
now experienced in the former Yugoslavia. But ideological,dynamic of universal peace cannot be led by a single
strategic and geopolitical bipolarity artificially created somecountry, nor even by a privileged group of countries. The
conflicts and stifled others, also artificially. Reality is, of cooperation, understanding and support of all countries is
course, a better guide than all the fantasies of the ideologieseeded, as is an instrument which will make peace processes
viable and monitor and support them. That instrument is

We in El Salvador do not speak of these matters withthis Organization, and this special dimension of its work has
the tranquillity of analysts or the scientific patience of €xpanded and been emphasized in recent years. El Salvador
academicians. We speak of war because we have physicaligs the honour to have been one of the first countries to
endured it. We speak of the worldwide ideological benefit from the new United Nations system of peace-
confrontation because, during what we now know was itskeeping efforts. All the work of active mediation and then
last phase, El Salvador was one of its most intens@ctive monitoring - unprecedented in international law -

battlegrounds. And we also speak of peace because we apdlich the United Nations has been putting into practice in
building peace on the basis of an agreement of gredt! Salvador, is not some theoretical artifice, but an exercise

institutional significance, conceived and structured toderived from the necessities of a real situation. The dynamic

strengthen democracy in El Salvador and throughout Centrdlf the Salvadorian process has shaped the role of the United

America. Nations in our country. We Salvadorians have learned much
from our close relation with the world Organization, and we

We have already expressed what this peace means fye sure that it tog 'has' Iegrned very'important Ies;ons from
us. And now we would like to emphasize that we are welltS continuing participation in the achievement, maintenance
aware that peace is a process. Being a process, it cannot B8d development of peace in El Salvador.
static, but must evolve. In this as well, El Salvador sets an
example. Countries such as ours were for long caught up in ~ Our view of the United Nations has been enriched as
the struggle between authoritarian stagnation andve have shared with the world Organization the
revolutionary radicalism. This is a pivotal moment in responsibility of carrying out the peace plan in El Salvador.
history, because it is giving us all a lesson in theThus we understand more clearly that the United Nations is
pre-eminence of an ancient but under-valued concepl!so evolving. lIts original form was a product of the end of
evolution. “Everything changes,” said the pre-Socraticthe Second World War; it must now open itself up to new
philosopher. But the natural rhythm of that change hadealities. Organs, such as the Security Council, and even the
always been a kind of historical riddle. With many Secretary-General now have roles and responsibilities which
certainties remaining, and in the healthy absence of théemand changes. The composition of the Council and the
magical formulas that have so tormented the world during’eto mechanism within it, which were a result of the deep
our century, we are perhaps on the way to understanding th&tutual distrust of the post-war period, must be
the natural rhythm of change can also be summed in anothé¢ndamentally revised to adopt them to times of cooperation

classic phrase: "Without hurrying, but without pausing.” and exchange. The Secretary-General’s field of activity

should also be reconsidered, because there is far more
With evolution as our guide once again, we have no€Xecutive work to be done today than in the past. All these

reason to hurry. The rhythm of transformation occurs in a2€ unavoidable challenges that now face the Organization,
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to which we owe so much and which we wish to see ever  The country that we are talking about today is very
stronger and more efficient. different from the one that we were discussing in 1989, and
the important thing is that what is surprising in the
The United Nations has room for the whole world. In difference is how positive and how full of hope itis. The
successive addresses here, we have emphasized ]‘ﬁf@dlt is not ours. We did our work and exercised our will.
importance of the principle of universality. We understandThe credit goes to a people that, from being a footnote to
that this principle cannot in any way provide a means ofhistory, has won, by dint of sacrifice, a place of honour in
interfering in the internal affairs of States; at the same timethis changing scene that we are seeing emerge at this close
we believe that there are realities of today’s world thatof the century.
cannot be disregarded. We have therefore supported
consideration of exceptional situations, in keeping with the All the political and social forces in El Salvador have
experience with parallel representation of divided countriesvorked together to bring about the emergence of the new
at the United Nations. It should be possible to resolve thicountry. The friendly countries that are closest to us by
matter within the framework of understanding and opennesgeason of history and geography can testify to this. We have
that now characterizes international relations. made a successful effort to bring order to our economy, and
we are laying the foundations for the continued constructive
El Salvador, for the first time in its history, is in the advance of full democracy - political, economic, social and

vigorous mainstream of modernization, a dynamic thatcultural.
concerns all countries during these times of change. Our
contribution cannot be material, because we lack resources El Salvador expresses its concern over the continued
and wealth, but we have earned the capacity to speak witbxistence of conflicts that are devastating some parts of the
the moral force of a people raising itself up from its own world. The tragic cases of Bosnia and Herzegovina and of
rubble with the unexpected serenity that results fromSomalia cause us great distress. However, we have
prolonged suffering. If we in El Salvador can testify to confidence in the force of reason, which always finds a way
anything, we can testify that it is possible to move fromto achieve even the most difficult goals.
irrationality to the deliberate construction of historical
rationality. In proceeding along this long path we need the  And there is good news too, such as the extraordinarily
international community’s political, moral and financial jmportant agreement on mutual recognition between Israel
support, in keeping with the resolution that the Generaland the Palestine Liberation Organization, which has thrilled
Assembly adopted last year for the reconstruction aﬂdhe world. We have also seen an opening up in South
development of El Salvador. Africa for reason to prevail, and the situation in Haiti
becoming clear, albeit with difficulty. All that gives us
We must reincorporate ex-combatants in institutionalcomfort, and reminds us that we are in a period of enormous
and productive life through programmes such as the transfesurprises. The world is ridding itself of many oppressive
of land for farming. Also, there are many new institutions spectres, and this gives us the strength to believe in the great
emerging in our country, such as the civilian national police potential of the international system.
which is one of the most ambitious experiments in public
security in the world. We need timely technical and If we had to prepare a list of all those to whom we
economic support to build the structures of peace morguould give thanks for their contribution to peace in El
swiftly. We would like to be able to wipe from our minds Salvador, we would always leave out a few, but we cannot
the discouraging evidence that it is easier to find the moneyaj| to mention the extraordinary work carried out both by
for war than for peace. The culture of peace - which is ahe previous Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar,
world-wide challenge - must also become evident in thisand the present Secretary-General, Mr. Boutros
fundamental change in priorities. Boutros-Ghali, and also their body of collaborators and
advisers, without whose participation and support it is
We are here for the last time because our presidentialinlikely that we would have achieved the goal of putting
mandate comes to an end on 1 June 1994. It has been &h Salvador on the road towards genuine peace. The
immense honour for us to come here every year to report oBecurity Council has always been very mindful of the peace
the progress in a process that is of such great concern to thocess in our country, and the Council’s active even-
people of El Salvador, and yet is also of such concern tdhandedness also deserves our highest praise.
Central America and the international community because of
its positive effects on regional stability.
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On behalf of El Salvador, | give thanks to everyone.unflinching dedication in the search for solutions to the
El Salvador is a living example. We hope that we will many problems that affect humankind. | wish to reiterate
continue to be an example of stability, respect for humarour gratitude and appreciation for his personal commitment
rights, national concord and progress. We therefore call oand dedication to the cause of peace and stability in my
the world to give us its attention and support, and, most otountry.
all, we ask God to shed his light on El Salvador, on the

United Nations and on all men and women of good faith on To the new Member States which have just joined this
this Earth of ours, which is a common inheritance that mushreat United Nations family we express our congratulations
be shared by all mankind. and our readiness to work with them to fulfil the objectives
enshrined in the Charter of the Organization.
The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish) On
behalf of the General Assembly, | wish to thank the  When | last addressed the Assembly, in 1990, | had the
President of El Salvador for the statement he has just mad@pportunity to say that my Government had begun direct
negotiations with RENAMO with a view to putting an end
Mr. Alfredo Félix Cristiani-Burkard, President of the  to the long war of destruction and destabilization.
Republic of El Salvador, was escorted from the General

Assembly Hall For my Government the dialogue had as it main
objective - besides ending the war - to restore peace,
ADDRESS BY MR. JOAQUIM ALBERTO CHISSANO, normalize life and promote understanding among all citizens
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOZAMBIQUE of Mozambique. These conditions are essential if the
process of national reconstruction is to gain root and prosper.
The PRESIDENT. The Assembly will now hear an
address by the President of the Republic of Mozambique. It is worth indicating here that, for reasons alien to the
Government, the dialogue with RENAMO was complex and
Mr. Joaquim Alberto Chissano, President of the t00 long. We wish to express our appreciation and thanks
Republic of Mozambique, was escorted into the Generalt0 the international community for its unwavering support,
Assembly Hall which helped us to conclude the negotiations successfully
and sign the General Peace Agreement in Rome on 4

The PRESIDENT On behalf of the General October 1992.
Assembly, | have the honour to welcome to the United
Nations the President of the Republic of Mozambique, His ~ For Mozambique the signing of the General Peace
Excellency Mr. Joaquim Alberto Chissano, and to invite himAgreement represents an important step in the life of its
to address the Assembly. people. With it, hopes for the Mozambicans to rebuild their
country in a peaceful and harmonious environment were
President CHISSANO It is with satisfaction that my renewed. The fact that almost one year has elapsed without

delegation and | would like to congratulate His Excellencyany major breach of the cease-fire is reason for joy.
Ambassador Samuel Insanally, on his election as President
of the forty-eighth session of the United Nations General ~ We are witnessing the revival of economic and social
Assembly. | wish him success in discharging his dutiesactivity in the country. The refugees have begun to return.
My delegation is available and ready to cooperate with himPisplaced people are resettling in their areas of origin or in
in the task of ensuring a successful conclusion to thigther areas of their choice. The reconstruction of roads,
session’s deliberations. bridges, schools and health centres is under way in spite of
the shortage of financial and material resources with which

To His Excellency Stoyan Ganev of Bulgaria we extendtN€ country is confronted.

our congratulations on the wonderful work he did as o _
President of the forty-seventh session of the General  The flow of people and goods is increasing as the roads
Assembly. are reopening to traffic. We are witnessing a normal
movement of people all over the country, except in
| should like to take this opportunity to address my RENAMO-occqpied areas. "I'he're is a growing intergst on
special appreciation to His Excellency Mr. Boutros Boutros-the part of foreigners in seeking investment opportunities in

Ghali, the Secretary-General of our Organization, for hiSMozambique.
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The challenges ahead of us are enormous. The war of We are convinced that the success of present efforts
destabilization that ravaged the country for more than 1@nd of the large national reconstruction plan will, to a great
years has caused economic and social damage amountinga®tent, depend on the creative spirit, determination and hard
about $20 billion. As a direct consequence of this war, 6work of all Mozambicans. On the other hand, the success
million people were displaced or became refugees irof this same project will also depend on the generous
neighbouring countries; more than 500,000 children becamsupport of the international community.
orphans and an equal number were traumatized. In addition
to this, 3000 primary schools and about 1000 health centres We appea| to our partners to provide t|me|y assistance,
were destroyed in rural areas. Together with this, powefnasmuch as the delays we are observing in delivering
lines, sugar plants, tea factories - among others - bridges angsistance already committed have, in many cases, been
mines were destroyed. partly responsible for the weak performance of the economy,

particularly in the industrial sector.

Many agricultural and industrial activities of primary
importance were paralysed, thus reducing considerably our  we would like to take this opportunity to recognize and
capacity to export. Unemployment was aggravated. Thesgxpress our thanks to the United Nations, and to all those
are the problems we are endeavouring to solve as Wgountries that have contributed funds, resources and
proceed with the implementation of the General Peacgersonnel to the United Nations Operation in Mozambique
Agreement.  The demobilization of forces and their(UNOMOZ). We equally thank them and the many non-
economic and social reintegration require a tremendougovernmental organizations that have been operating in the

effort on our part. As can be seen, these challenges canngbuntry for their assistance in successfully meeting these
be met successfully without the support of the Assembly. challenges.

The Government of Mozambique has approved a  we have spoken about encouraging developments in
national reconstruction plan the main objective of which iSMozambique_ However, we regret to say that the other face

to reactivate the economic and social life of the populationof the situation in the country is a source of serious concern.
so that people may go from a situation in which they survive

on emergency aid to one of rehabilitation and sustained  Afier the international community succeeded in catching
development. Thus, the aim of the plan is to put an end tqu with the initial delay in setting up the UNOMOZ

the structural poverty of the population by giving it the 4heration, RENAMO found new pretexts to further protract
means it needs to relaunch productive activity and to becomg, 4 delay the implementation of the Peace Agreement. In
self-sufficient. We believe that in the medium term this plan;;g dilatory manoeuvres RENAMO is moving from
will contribute to a rapid expansion of essential services irbrecondition to precondition, though many of the

rural areas as well as to that of overall economic and SOC'%reconditions have nothing to do with the General Peace
activity in the country in general. Agreement or are a blatant breach of it.

On humanitarian assistance, it is worth noting that with From the very inception, RENAMO delayed sending
the support of the United Nations we drew up a consolidateghersonnel to fill its positions in the commissions for the
programme for action in the repatriation process,ynementation of the General Peace Agreement. At
demobilization of military units, supply of emergency aid, present, RENAMO is stating reservations concerning
re-establishment of essential services, and institutionaéecurity Council resolution 863 (1993) on Mozambique, to
ca'lpacity-buil'ding in the country. Humanitariap assistance, hich my Government fully subscribes. As members know,
will be required for some years to come until the whole 4t resolution calls, among other things, for urgent
process of resettiement of the population is completed.  jhjementation, without further preconditions, of the process

of assembly and demobilization of forces and of beginning
In spite of these challenges the Government hashe training of the new army.

proceeded with the implementation of the economic recovery

programme, with the assistance of the World Bank, the 5, he consultations for the adoption of the draft
International Monetary Fund (IMF), the European Economic,|actoral law, RENAMO is raising difficulties that can

Community (EEC) and other partners. After a decline in th ardly be understood, particularly with respect to the
gross domestic product last year we expect a slight growth,masition of the National Electoral Commission. The
of about 4 per cent this year thanks to peace and the goOGganization and holding of multiparty elections is a

climatic conditions we are enjoying in the country. Government responsibility. The Government cannot excuse
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itself from that responsibility at a moment when the high hopes for that organization of regional economic
Mozambicans and the international community as a wholéntegration as a special forum for harmonizing their
are anxiously waiting to see the free and fair multipartyeconomic and social development programmes. The region
elections that are to be held not later than October 1994possesses enormous economic potential yet to be explored,
We cannot postpone the elections indefinitely. RENAMOand continues to call for investment in order to become a
must be made to understand this. The Government williable, more competitive economic partner in the
continue to engage in consultations, and will spare no efforinternational arena.
to make sure that the elections are held at the proper time.
On the Middle East, we welcome the signing of the
The overview we have just presented compels us tagreement between the Israeli Government and the Palestine
make some observations on the situation in Angola andliberation Organization in Washington on 13 September
South Africa, given the affinities of the regional situation as1993. This agreement constitutes a historic and important
a whole. We are deeply concerned over the resumption dandmark on the road to the solution of the issues in the
hostilities in Angola because they not only represent avliddle East conflict.
serious threat to peace and to the future of the country but
also threaten to perpetuate tension and instability in the  The question of East Timor, whose people shared with
whole region of southern Africa. Mozambique a common colonial history, remains
unresolved. We encourage the ongoing dialogue between
We continue to believe that compliance with the Portugal and Indonesia under the auspices of the Secretary-
Bicesse Accords, respect for the election results and th&eneral, aimed at finding a solution that will safeguard the
unconditional implementation of the relevant Securityright of the Maubére people to self-determination.
Council resolutions constitute a valid platform in the efforts
towards a lasting peace in Angola. We are hopeful that  we are also convinced that, through dialogue, the other
dialogue will prevail in the search for the best solutions toconflicts still prevailing in Africa and other continents will
the conflict in Angola. come to satisfactory solutions.

Within that context, my Government fully subscribes to The world economy continues to be characterized by
Security Council resolution 864 (1993). Strict observance oktagnant growth with an increasing disparity in development
the spirit and letter of that resolution by UNITA is a |evels. Various factors on the international scene led to this
fundamental condition for an end to the protracted andstate of affairs. External debt constitutes one of the main
devastating war which is responsible for the great sufferingpstacles to the economic growth of developing countries.
of the Angolan people today. We also believe thatThe external debt burden is aggravated by the deteriorating
compliance with that resolution will certainly lead to prices of basic export goods and by weak foreign investment
humanitarian assistance being channelled to the people iR productive areas which could have a positive impact on
greatest need. | would like to take this opportunity tothe balance of payments and on domestic savings. We
reaffirm my Government's readiness to cooperate with theyelieve, therefore, that the international community should
United Nations in the implementation of that resolution.  pay special attention to the external debt of the developing

countries and take necessary, adequate measures aimed at

We have followed with great interest the talks within finding a definitive solution to this crisis.
the framework of the Multiparty Negotiating Forum in South
Africa. We would like to commend the decision taken by Moreover, we have noted a decline in financial
that organ, specifically regarding the creation of theassistance to the developing countries; such assistance is
Transitional Executive Council soon to be established as Qeing diverted to other countries, in Europe, at the very time
decisive step in preparing for the first multiracial electionswhen we are experiencing a reduction in the flow of official
in the country’s history. development assistance. This affects the economies of low-

income countries.

The end of the apartheid system and the formation of
a democratically elected Government will greatly contribute Notwithstanding the enormous efforts undertaken in the
to peace and stability in the region, thus enhancing thetructural-adjustment process during the last decade, the
prospects for even more prosperous economic cooperatiaddtonomic and social situation in Africa remains very serious.
within the context of the Southern African Development The real economic growth rate in African countries remains
Community (SADC). The peoples of southern Africa havefar behind the population growth rates. Per capita income
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and other development factors continue to decrease, arfehgility of the States involved. It is therefore imperative
remain among the lowest in the world. that the international community take cognizance of these
difficulties and adopt measures in support of those efforts.

If the alarming economic situation | have described is
not addressed by the international community, and reversed, The new challenges we are facing today lead us to
the peace dividends resulting from the end of the cold wabelieve even more in the United Nations as the most
and from the progress of the democratic process world widerivileged forum for harmonizing the global interests of all
will not benefit all the peoples of the world. peoples of the world, with the aim of fostering an
international environment in conformity with the noble
It is in this context that we support the efforts to Principles and objectives enshrined in its Charter.
produce a solid consensus on a development agenda to the
benefit during this session of the General Assembly. In conclusion, | should like to highlight the importance
of peace-keeping and humanitarian assistance in the world,
We also believe that a speedy conclusion of theand especially in my own country. In this regard | appeal to
Uruguay Round of negotiations would contribute to aMember States to redirect their efforts and resources in order
solution of the problems relating to international trade thatto strengthen further the United Nations.
affect the world economy.
To this end, we should like to appeal to all Member
With regard to environment, the Republic of States to channel material and financial resources to the
Mozambique has established a National Commission foknited Nations so that its role as the guardian of
Environment to look after issues in this area. Theinternational peace and security may continue to be
implementation of "Agenda 21" in Mozambique has a legalstrengthened.
basis within the Republic’'s Constitution, which contains
provisions relating to the management of natural resources The PRESIDENT. On behalf of the General
and environment in general. The National Commission forAssembly, | wish to thank the President of the Republic of
Environment is at present working on harmonizing measuredMozambique for the statement he has just made.
aimed at integrating environmental aspects into economic
and social programmes, and it is also producing a National ~ Mr. Joaquim Alberto Chissano, President of the

Plan for Environment Management, whose main objective iRepublic of Mozambique, was escorted from the General
the promotion of the country’s sustained development. Inassembly Hall.

order to fulfil international obligations in this regard,
Mozambique is making the necessary preparations to adhere
to the main international Conventions and other agreements

on environment. GENERAL DEBATE

Agenda Item 9 (continued)

A brief appreciation of the international situation shows
that the era (?fpbipolarity has given way to the beginning ofADDRESS BY HIS SERENE HIGHNESS PRINCE
. . L X .~ ALBERT, CROWN PRINCE OF MONACO
an era characterized by dialogue in international cooperation,

particularly in joint efforts to face the problems affecting ) .
peace, international security and economic and social 1he PRESIDENT (interpretation from French) The
development. Assembly will now hear an address by His Serene Highness

Crown Prince Albert of Monaco.

Solving the problems we face today requires the ) ) )
promotion of cooperative relations, based on His Serene Highness Crown Prince Albert of Monaco

interdependence, complementarity and mutual benefitv@s escorted into the General Assembly Hall
between nations.
The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French) On

In various parts of the world significant steps have beerP€half of the General Assembly, | have the honour to
taken bearing testimony to the prevailing political will for, Welcome His Serene Highness Crown Prince Albert of
and commitment to, political, economic and social Monaco, and to invite him to address the Assembly.
democratization. However, these efforts are faced with
social problems deriving from the institutional and economic
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CROWN PRINCE ALBERT (interpretation from Princes, whose dynasty will shortly celebrate its 700th
French) For me this is a very special occasion, for it is the anniversary. It is also a political aspiration that has only
first time | address, on behalf of my father, the Sovereigngrown in strength with the passage of time. It will always
Prince of Monaco, and on behalf of my country, thisbe adhered to with both conviction and determination in the
prestigious world Assembly of the States Members of theGeneral Assembly of the United Nations.

United Nations.
In this spirit, | should like to refer in particular to a

| wish to tell members of the tremendous joy of all resolution of the International Olympic Committee, of which
Monégasques and inhabitants of the Principality of Monacd am a member, which unanimously recommends observance
when my country joined this great world Organization. | of a long-standing tradition of the Olympic movement - the
should like to take the opportunity once again to thank theprinciple of the Olympic truce.
members of the Security Council and of the General
Assembly for their favourable consideration of Monaco’s The Government of Monaco supports this initiative,
application for membership of the Organization. which was signed and endorsed by the National Committees

of 184 countries and was officially addressed to our

| wish the Assembly every success in its work. A Secretary-General on 9 February this year. An international
number of its agenda items are of particularly vital historicyear of sport and the Olympic spirit would undoubtedly
and political significance. The decisions we take will afford an opportunity to launch this project.
undoubtedly have far-reaching and long-term consequences
for the future of the world community. Perhaps it is by constantly repeating certain initiatives

of this nature - albeit modest ones - that we shall be able
| wish also, to congratulate you, Sir, very sincerely andgradually to create the just and lasting peace to which we all
warmly on your election to the presidency of the Generalso deeply aspire.
Assembly. My congratulations also go to the members of
the General Committee. | have no doubt that your skill and Did we not, a few days ago, receive from the southern
lengthy experience will enable our work to proceed undeishores of the Mediterranean news giving us immense hope
the best possible conditions. of peace? Though it may be tenuous, we are at one with
those who inspired it and with those who are today

Like all countries that put their trust in international law endeavouring to make it a success. It is our earnest wish
and cooperation, the Principality of Monaco, in its relationsthat they will succeed.
with other countries, has always relied on respect for
international norms and documents. Peace is not just the silence of guns. Indeed, there can

be no doubt that the establishment of genuine peace can flow

Its Princes have always been fully aware of the fact thabnly from greater respect for justice, human rights and
the maintenance of peace necessarily entails respect for tfiendamental freedoms. For this very reason, the work and
sovereignty of States and the development of friendlythe conclusions of the Vienna Conference on human rights
relations among peoples. warrants our very close scrutiny.

Prince Albert | of Monaco, when he created the Peace  Finally, echoing a wish expressed by my father,
Institute at the end of the last century, was even therPrince Rainier lll, when he addressed the Earth Summit in
inspired by that philosophy, which led to the founding, in Rio de Janeiro, | should like to emphasize that the
1919, of the League of Nations and, in 1945, of the UnitedGovernment of Monaco has set for itself the priority of
Nations. On 5 February 1934 Prince Albert's successor protecting our environment, both natural and cultural, so that
Prince Louis Il, who was profoundly touched by the it may provide a healthy, enriching and balanced life for all.
hardship and suffering caused by the First World War - sefThe Principality has undertaken major efforts to combat, in
up the Medical-Legal Commission of Monaco, whose sobeparticular, all types of pollution that attack and contaminate
reflection and work which continue today, gave inspirationthe Mediterranean.
to the drawing up of the 1949 Geneva Conventions of the
International Red Cross. My country is more than ever resolved to encourage all

initiatives in this area, including the establishment, on its

My country’'s commitment to peace is therefore aown soil, of institutions dealing with coordination and the
tradition of more than 100 yesr a tradition observed by its
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adoption of a General Assembly resolution that woulddynamic. We truly hope that such dynamism is moving
proclaim 1998 the international year of the seas and oceantowards the strengthening of the positive factors and the
rectification of the negative ones, in order that the political

| should like, in conclusion, to reiterate that the outlook worldwide might change and that everyone might
Principa”ty of Monaco - in full respect for the rule of law embrace the new world order with satisfaction and a will to

in domestic affairs and for treaties and law in the participate rather than with despair and frustration.
international order; having neither armed forces nor military

arsenals; and bearing no enmity to anyone at all - is fully Fortunately, this session begins amid increasing feelings
prepared to assist the Organization in all its actionsof optimism in view of the ongoing progress towards a just
undertaken sometimes with great difficulty, aimed atsolution to the question of Palestine and of the steady
maintaining and rebuilding peace. progress towards a solution to the problem of South Africa.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French) On At the Israeli-Palestinian level, a major step has been
behalf of the General Assembly, | should like to thank Histaken through mutual recognition by Israel and the Palestine
Serene Highness Crown Prince Albert of Monaco for theliberation Organization. This means mutual recognition by
statement he has just made. the two peoples of each other and mutual acceptance of the

idea of coexistence with one another. This also opens the

His Serene Highness Crown Prince Albert of Monaco door to serious and substantive negotiations which would

was escorted from the General Assembly Hall. provide an unprecedented opportunity to achieve a just
settlement to the problem that has cast its shadow on the

Mr. MOUSSA (Egypt)(interpretation from Arabic) It Middle East - indeed, on the whole world - since the end of
gives me pleasure to convey to you, Sir, and to your friendlyin€ Second World War.
country my sincere congratulations on your election to the _ _
presidency of the forty-eighth session of the General If what has been achieved represents the first step
Assembly. | wish you every success in carrying out yourtowards such a settlement, it will undoubtedly lead to the

responsib“ities in ||ght of the current deve|0pments andestablishment of a positive relationship that would deal with
changes in the international situation. issues such as withdrawal, self-determination and refugees

until the historic and comprehensive settlement between
Israel, Palestine and the Arabs is finalized. This may be the

On this occasion, | should also like to pay tribute to . X y e
your predecessor, Mr. Stoyan Ganev, for the constructivéeal meaning behind the statement of the Israeli Prime

efforts he made and the positive role he played as thMinister at the signing ceremony in Washington, D.C., when
President of the past session. he said: "Enough”, and when he said that the time for peace

has come; and also of President Yasser Arafat's statement

. hat the Palestine Liberation Organization has turned a new

Since the end of the cold war, reference has been made_, . . : X
R . ) ) éaf in its relations with Israel. And God bless the memory

to a new age. The implications of this have given rise, not

only to hopes and aspirations, but also to caution ané)

apprehension. Although there was overall satisfaction tha\{v

the era of confrontation, the arms race and polarization had ,
come to an end, and while there was cause for hope that an  S/Xt€€n years ago, Egypt made a breakthrough towards
era of justice, cooperation and disarmament was about tg1e outer reaches of the future and shook off the shackles of

dawn, there has been grave concern over the great injusticH Status quo by realizing that wars neither create peace nor
that we have witnessed in Bosnia; over the attempt a{esolve conflicts and that only reason and dialogue provide

political suicide in Somalia; over the illogical and irrational the €ffective means of tackling problems, no matter how
wars in many parts of the world; and over the multimemsurmountable or intractable they may seem. Peace was

criteria used in addressing various problems. therefor.e initiated by Egypt, a peace foundgd on the solid
foundation of respect for international legality and on the

. . . . ._resultant responsibilities in a balanced manner that ensures
Side by side with concern, there has been mcreasm?Jstice for a”p

despair and frustration over the continued deterioration o
economic conditions in most developing countries, h L h ) ¢
particularly in Africa. It must be acknowledged, however, ~_1he peace process initiated at the Madrid Conference

that international developments, judged fairly and considered! ©October 1991 is now bearing fruit after unrelenting
closely, are still in flux, and that the world situation is still €fforts, and we are encouraged by the initial outcome we

f the late President Anwar El-Sadat, who said: "No more
ars".
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saw recently on both the Palestinian-Israeli and theapartheid. Egypt, an African state with an African people,
Jordanian-Israeli tracks and look forward to similar resultsfeels glad to see positive developments in South Africa, the
on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks. Both countries rightlynost important of which is the agreement on the formation
call for complete withdrawal from their territories within a of a transitional Executive Council that would lead towards
context based objectively on the principle of land for peacedemocracy and equal rights. The Council consists of
representatives of majority as well as minority groups and

In order to put an end to the |egacy of wars and enmityWOU'd work within a framework of Cooperation, co-existence

Egypt, which has devoted a substantial part of its efforts tcand understanding. Despite the many obstacles and the great
Middle East issues, calls upon all the peoples of the regioghallenges that still lie ahead, the start has been encouraging
to look to the future and to reflect upon our relations in theand developments are promising. In this regard, we
period following the settlement of the conflict. It calls on recognize the role played by President De Klerk. We also
them to reflect upon the future of the region and itspay tribute to the role played by Nelson Mandela and his
development to ensure optimum utilization of the amplecompanions across the political spectrum in South Africa in
expertise available and optimal investment of the rich humadurning a new leaf towards a common future.
resources at our disposal and of the valuable natural
resources with which it has been endowed. The twenty-ninth African Summit Conference was held

in Cairo last June. It gave the countries of the continent an

Egypt calls on these peoples to reflect upon the mosepportunity to evaluate its progress on the thirtieth
suitable social contract for our region so that they mightanniversary of the establishment of the Organization of
maintain their respective unique, intrinsic characteristics andfrican Unity (OAU). The meeting produced the Cairo
achieve harmony and integration among the region’d?€eclaration, which reflected the imposing record of the
common elements, so that social and cultural stability maystruggle of the peoples of the African continent over the past
prevail and the region may achieve comprehensive culturdhree decades. The Declaration also put forward the member
integration in a genuine era of comprehensive integral peac&tates’ vision for the future and their conception of the

manner in which they may adapt to the successive and quick

Finally, Egypt calls on the peoples of the region to international changes in shaping their conditions and

develop a system of relations based on equal security, tHiglationships. The Cairo summit discussions established

non-use of force, a balance of armaments and the eliminatiof@ny landmarks that would guide the direction of African
of all weapons of mass destruction in a context ofactivities in the coming years. They noted the options
transparency and peaceful relations. available to the continent and the challenges it has to face.

The continent has expressed its determination to eliminate
poverty, desertification and indebtedness and to initiate a

In the same vein, Egypt calls on all States in thecom rehensive development process for its countries and
Middle East, and particularly on Israel, to accede to the P P P

. . I n improve their nomi n litical
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and t cor'es a d to prove their economic and politica
: - (éondmons.
take the necessary practical measures to prohibit an
renounce the possession, the use or the threat of use of
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons so that the Middle
East may become a zone free of these weapons as called

Despite the numerous problems of Africa, the continent
@s demonstrated that it is prepared to shoulder its

in President Hosni Mubarak’s initiative of April 1990. We '€sponsibilities in facing up to the challenges posed by those

consider this to be an indispensable prerequisite for securit§"oPlems. Most prominent among its decisions in this
and stability in the Middle East. fegard was the decision to establish an African machinery

for resolving disputes. In that regard, the African States are

have set forth a new mode of international cooperation and

collaboration in shouldering responsibilities, notwithstanding

all the difficulties facing the continent because of its

) ) ) ) o continued low share in the world gross national product and
Side by side with the considerable optimism generateghe increasing cost of debt servicing. Such a situation,

by what has been achieved in the context of the Palestinian o, gh restraining the continent's endeavors and weakening

Israeli conflict, there has been progress in another area, thgl capabilities, has not debilitated either its will or its
for far too long has been a hotbed of serious historical angetermination.

international conflict, namely, the conflict in South Africa,
between a people calling for its rights to equality and
freedom and a regime that was based on repression and

Mr. WALOSOWICZ (Poland), Vice-President, took the
Chair.
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The Cairo Summit was an expression of a determinedrom providing any form of assistance to it until it respects
attitude towards the indispensable need to make a number tfie provisions of the "Acordos de Paz" as well as the will of
adjustments to African policies and plans. It showed that thehe people of Angola and the resolutions of the United
time has come to take the difficult decisions required toNations.
bridge the gap between Africa and the developed world -
indeed, between Africa and many countries of the third Africa’s prob|ems are not confined to those of South
world itself. Africa, the Horn of Africa or Angola. They also extend to

numerous African States whether in the form of civil wars,

Mention of Africa leads to a discussion of the such as the one in Liberia, with its impact on its neighbours,
developments in the Horn of Africa. This is all the more or in the form of internal political dissension, like that
important owing to the fact that the developments andorevalent in many African States at the present time, in
interactions in the Horn of Africa are closely related to theaddition to all the development-related problems and the
security of the Middle East and of Africa in general. Hence,pangs of democratization. Nevertheless, Africa is ready,
we welcome the independence of Eritrea and its accession t@ith determination and political will, to go beyond those
membership of the United Nations. We also express ouproblems and to embrace the twenty-first century and, all
deep regret at the situation in Somalia. In this regard, Egyptotal confidence, steadfastness and determination, to be an
is fully cooperating with the international community, which active partner in the formulation of the desired new
has moved effectively to put an end to the famine thatinternational order.
beleaguered that country and to the armed conflicts that have

shaken its very existence. In the meantime, Egypt | began by reviewing some of the positive
sympathizes with the people of Somalia in their aspirationdevelopments in international relations that gave us reason
after a secure future based on a national reconciliation thap |ook toward the future with hope. However, there have
will serve the interests and meets the aspirations of all th@een other recent developments in the world which give rise
Somali people and not merely the ambitions of a certaino concerns and fears. Those developments have posed an
leader or faction. As a result, immediately after being electedssential question among a number of thinkers: What kind
Chairman of the Organization of African Unity, President of a world order do we need, and would such an order,
Hosni Mubarak, inspired by Egypt's keen interest in thewhose foundations would be laid today, be an extension of
implementation of Security Council resolutions on thethe past, with its notions and policies, but in some new form,
situation in Somalia, coordinated efforts with the Secretaryor would it be a mere reflection of the present with all its
General of the United Nations and the Secretary-General ginbalances, contradictions and double standards? Or, rather,
the OAU to create the climate that would make it possiblewould it be a real and genuine development towards a future

to achieve continued progress in the efforts designed tehat may take us into the twenty-first century?
enable that brotherly country to begin the reconstruction and

rehabilitation of its infrastructure and to permit its people - Living in just peace and prevailing stability is the prime
torn by conflicts and dissension - to clear the debris of

demand, without which none of our aspirations will be

discord and to reunite. That can be done only by helpingyaineq. peace is not a passive or abstract concept. It is the
the Somali people to achieve a comprehensive nationglyression of the active and conscious will of all countries
reconciliation that would allow all its elements to express, 4 peoples, small or large, to manage the common life on
their will freely, without any repression or apprehension andy,q planet, with all its peoples, entities and groupings,
without being blackmailed by power-seekers who i”Stigateaccording to commonly agreed principles, values and
policies of destruction and annihilation. This is a guidelines.

responsibility that the Somali people, who fell prey to tribal
disputes and personal ambitions, must shoulder, and the time

L . Certain principles underlie our concept of living in
has come to put an end to that situation from an exclusively -~ . X
: : conditions of peace and security, the most important of
national perspective.

which are the following: first, respect and support for

) ) ) . international legality to maintain the reverence for and
Moving from Somalia to Ar]golg where the situation e qominance of the law we have all accepted: secondly, the

has been aggravated by UNITA's disregard for the will of o ciple of equal rights and obligations to relieve frustrated

the majority of the people, expressed in free elections, EgyRleqples and to encourage them to utilize their expertise and

calls for absolute support for Security Council resolution 864q¢0rts in joint and integrated action for the benefit of all.

(1993) which was adopted under Chapter VI of the Chartery)| men are required to abide by the same rules in their
and which condemned UNITA and urged all States to refrainarnational relations and to have a balanced share in
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regional and international responsibilities within a frameworkcommunity that stood against Irag’s Government when it
that gives priority to public interest. committed aggression against Kuwait? And if we approve
the demarcation of the Iraq-Kuwait border, why do we allow

Mr. Walosowicz (Poland), Vice-President, took the the Serbs to expand at the expense of the Bosnian people
Chair. and their territorial rights?

Thirdly, the same standard should be applied in judging ~ The protraction of the Bosnian problem without a just
all cases that are similar in nature. The same provision§olution acceptable to its people weakens the credibility of
should be applied on a universal basis without selectivity ofmany international policies and developments. The only
bias to ensure stability and security, reward compliance ang0sitive development in this regard may be the establishment

punish and deter those who breach the accepted norms 6f the International Tribunal for the prosecution of war
international legality. criminals who have practiced ethnic cleansing. These

prosecutions should target those who advocate or condone
Fourthly, the principle of peace for all in the context of SUch practices that bespeak cultural decadence and

corresponding and balanced commitments should p&riminality in those who perpetrate or advocate them.

respected.
The issue of human rights is one of the major questions

Fifthly, the right to development should be respectedihat face us. We in Egypt believe that the human rights

and joint assistance made to developing countries'Ssue is universal both in content and nature. When we deal

particularly to the least developed among them. with this issue in Egypt, we look at it through the
perspective of the cultural and historical heritage which is

art of our national identity. We view it through our
eep-rooted history extending through the millennia; through
acdur ancient Egyptian civilization; through our Islamic

Respect for these principles constitutes direct and activg
implementation of the rules of international legality. It also
represents a sincere response to the will of the internation

community. Their violation would threaten our efforts to clvilization, which is deeply impressed - upon our

. : : consciousness; through our interaction with the
agree on a more just and humane international order an . L2
- editerranean civilizations; and through the legacy of the
would greatly harm the credibility and progress of such

offorts ages of renaissance and enlightenment in contemporary
' Europe, which have had their effect on philosophy and

) _modern thought in Egypt.
| have to state here in all frankness that Muslim

communities, and many others, have witnessed the o : .

. . . L The essence of this interlocking and integrated cultural
manifestations of repression and bias in a number of . ; : A o
: . - . . eritage is the assertion of the individual human being’s
international policies. This has become apparent in the

oo . . . . . val r nition of his role in working for revival an
hesitation and inconsistency witnessed in addressing the U, recog tion of his role orking for revival and

guestion of Bosnia and certain other issues. There is ng' 09ress, and upholding his right to freedom of thought and

doubt that a great deal of the suspicions of the Muslimcreatlwty in line with Islam’s sound principles which uphold

world could have been dispelled if the Bosnian problem had.an S .personal and social fr'eedom. Thgse principles
; . . .~ Tmaintain a balance between rights and duties as well as
been dealt with according to the established principle

between the individual and society, so that neither may

enshrined in the United Nations Charter relating to . .
. ) . ) ..—encroach on the rights of the other and so that all may live
aggression, occupation, war crimes and crimes committed

against humanity. All of those crimes have been committeciv (I)tr?tlrnac? framework of a meticulously formulated social
against the people of Bosnia. This will not be forgotten by ’

those who have witnessed that tragedy unfolding under their ) o ) )

very eyes, day in and day out. Instead of addressing the S We see it, the main aim of human rights is to protect
problem in accordance with the principles of the Charter, thdh® real interests of the individual, his family and his

blockade has been tightened around the people of Bosnia afi@meland, as well as his fundamental, essential and genuine
all manner of procrastination and stalling has prevailed9ht to live in safety and security. This is the primary right

Egypt rejects this flagrant manipulation of the norms offrom which all other rights should emanate. All these rights

justice. Such manipulation rewards the aggressor for hi§ust be protected from those who try to violate or deny
aggression. Egypt rejects this gross breach of human rightg.‘em through terrorl_sm or intimidation. All communmes .of_

How can anyone justify this hesitation in the face of Serbth€ world are now in the same struggle against terroristic
aggression against Bosnia on the part of the internationdiractices, whether they emanate from racial chauvinism, the
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radical right, doctrines of "ethnic cleansing" or religious So far, we find nothing in the Uruguay Round of
fanaticism.  All these doctrines follow practices that multilateral trade negotiations that augurs well for the future.
constitute gross violations of human rights, and should b&oday, the developing countries find themselves
defied. marginalized by side deals in which they do not participate.
Such deals are characterized by ambiguity rather than
In view of our firm stand in favour of safeguarding and transparency. They jeopardize the interests of developing
maintaining human rights - foremost of which is the nght to countries. On the other hand, the developments of the last
life and Security - we are aware that real democracy is théwo years have demonstrated that the international monetary
best guarantee of stability, security and social peace. Alpystem is no better than the trade system. Conflicting goals
political freedoms and rights, individual or collective, will of monetary and macro-economic policies in industrialized
remain forever incomplete if they are not complemented bycountries have led to a state of chaos in foreign exchange
economic, social and cultural rights. We believe that it ismarkets, destabilizing the world economic order, with all
not an overstatement to say that the right of the individuaresultant adverse effects on developing economies.
and of the community to development and economic and
political progress is closely related with their political and The Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro was an important
cultural rights in general. They reinforce each other andmilestone on the road of constructive dialogue between
neither can proceed on its own. North and South for a world partnership to counter the
dangers facing our planet. In spite of the meagre progress
One of the challenges now facing us is the need tdhat has been achieved in the implementation of the Rio
demonstrate our collective ability to bring about a realresolutions, we still perceive a marked difference between
change in the world economic order that would transcendhe perspectives of the developed and the developing
narrow interests and considerations and rise to the level gfountries. The developed countries focus mainly on the
real world partnership in striving for sustainable Symptoms of the crisis, which represent a major threat to
deveiopment for all and the protection of our commontheir life Styles and their welfare, even thOUgh it was those
environment. Such a challenge requires us frankly tdvery countries which contributed to the deterioration of the
express our views concerning current internationalenvironment.
developments that give cause for concern with regard to the
future. By contrast, many developing countries continue to
suffer from environmental pollution for which other
The current world economic situation pivots on the countries are largely responsible. In their attempt to solve
centrality of the decision-making process which remains irProblems of debt, declining commodity prices and trade
the hands of the industrialized countries, with all that thatoarriers as well as the problems of sustainable development
entails with regard to the economies of developing countriesand the requirements for environmental protection,
Furthermore, the current recession in the industrialized>overnments found that they were facing a real impasse
countries is reflected directly in the depression andeading tolow productivity and declining growth rates which
increasing unemployment and poverty rates that plague thi@ turn led to more poverty.
developing countries.
In the long run, the divergence between these two
This situation is exacerbated by the protectionistPerspectives may hinder comprehensive world action to deal
measures put in piace by rich countries in trying to face uleth the world environmental crisis. In order to surmount
to their economic problems. Developing countries findthis dilemma, all parties are called upon to shoulder their
themselves helpless before such measures. They can or§sponsibility for lending credibility to and promoting the
plead and hope. And this takes place at a time when mogicceptance of the slogans of interdependence and world
of the developing countries are in the throes of implementingP@rtnership.
rigorous programmes of economic reform. As the
liberalization of trade constitutes a fundamental resource for  In this regard, it is important to address an integral
development in the case of the developing countriesaspect of the equation for achieving development and
protectionism deprives those countries of the opportunity tgreserving the environment: the population problem, which
reap the fruits of their agonized efforts in the area ofthreatens both sides of that equation. We are all aware of
economic reform and liberalization and severely hampers ththe extent of this problem, which completely absorbs the
integration of their economies in the world economy. yields of development and will ensure the continued
destruction of the environment.
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The International Conference on Population andcooperation, collaboration and integration, rather than
Development, which Cairo will host in September 1994,confrontation or conflict.
represents an opportune occasion for the international

community to address population issues from the appropriate  Today, | propose that the developing countries embark
developmental perspective and from the perspective of theisn a dialogue aimed at establishing a grouping for the Third
relationship to issues of economic and social developmentworld, a grouping within which the developing countries
would deal with the political, economic and social aspects of
We in Egypt, as the host country, shall exert everyvarious world issues, a grouping to coordinate their
effort to ensure the success of this important conference, ambsitions and shape their contribution towards the laying of
we are confident that its outcome will represent a soundhe foundations of the new world order which we hope will
context for international cooperation in the field of prevail during the 21st century.
population and development.

The developments we have just reviewed, and the
Our discussion of the conditions and circumstances ofuccessive changes we are witnessing, strengthen Egypt's
the Third World leads us to a broader and morebelief in the pivotal role of the United Nations in managing
comprehensive discussion of the political movements anéhternational relations in line with the principles and
groupings with which the various developing countries areprovisions of its Charter.
associated, despite their different orientations and stages of
development. It is high time for us to stop and ask  Egypt attaches great importance to increasing the
ourselves what these groupings have achieved and what caffectiveness of the United Nations and preserving its
be done to further their legitimate goals. We need to reflectredibility. We are aware of the nature and number of the
on this issue in a frank, constructive and objective mannerehallenges that face the international Organization, perhaps
It has become apparent that the challenges facing thfr the first time. These urgent challenges were suddenly
developing countries have changed substantially. We are ofushed to the surface of international relations by historical
the threshold of new international conditions and challengegevelopments that were never imagined by the founding
which have different economic, political and security effects.fathers or the drafters of the Charter. We all agree that the
momentum that characterized the past few years was so
In Egypt, we have already begun to study this issuepressing and rapid that there should be a comprehensive
taking into consideration the positive and the negative effectseview of the United Nations mechanisms and structure, if
of the past decades at the political, economic and sociake are serious in our effort to adjust the international will to
levels in the Third World, and the implications for changing the facts of our age, and if we are eager to maintain the
priorities and areas of concern. We have come to theredibility and effectiveness of the United Nations.
following conclusions:

In this connection, and with reference to the envisaged

Firstly, the so-called Third World represents the structural changes, | would like to state that Egypt, as one of
majority of the world population and the majority of world the States which took part in the formulation of the Charter,
countries. It has the major share in the production ofand as one of the founding states of the Organization, is
primary commodities, and it has vast market potential. Thignainly concerned with the continued presence of the United
Third World is fully entitled to be a full-fledged partner in Nations and its principles, message, prestige and credibility
the ongoing restructuring process at the world level. to serve the causes of international peace and security

without interruption.

Secondly, in order to be able to do so, the Third World

has to mould a political collective will, and this can only be Needless to say, the burdens of the United Nations in
achieved through democratic open discussion between ithe post-cold war era are far greater than they were during
States. the cold war itself. If the collective will of the international

community agrees to make structural changes in the

Thirdly, this, in turn, can only be achieved through the membership of the Security Council, for example, Egypt -
establishment of a political system or movement that wouldvhich is undertaking an effective role within the
include all these States. international order in the formulation of regional and

international relations and in establishing the concepts and

Fourthly, the ultimate aim should be dialogue, prinpipleg on which we all agree, in' addition .to its
negotiation and partnership within a framework of participation in numerous peace-keeping operations on
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several continents - has the right and the potential taneans of strengthening our Organization and its new fields

contribute in a responsible manner to the proposedf action, particularly on the basis of preventive diplomacy

institutional restructuring of the United Nations. Egypt hasand on building relationships of trust and cooperation

the desire and determination to take part both in the procedsetween States.

itself and in setting the standards and values to be used in

the process. Egypt believes that it has now gained the  Starting from 7 November 1987, Tunisia has been

requisite Standing to be included within the framework of theengaged in |ay|ng the foundations of a modern and advanced

ongoing discussion and within the new membership. State capable of adapting to the changes that have taken
place and continue to take place in the world. Tunisia hopes

We must open the doors to a better future in whosehat after the era of dogmatism and ideology, the world will

creation all of us will participate to achieve the 21st centurybe able to evince greater maturity by putting more vigour in

world for which we hope. This is the time for collective striving for cooperation between nations and solidarity

formulation of a new solid and stable world order. This isbetween peoples.

the great challenge that faces us all at a time of

unprecedented opportunity. One of the signs of such maturity is undoubtedly the
dynamic peace process in the Middle East. There can be no
Mr. BEN YAHIA (Tunisia) {nterpretation from doubt that the premisses of peace in the Middle East which
Arabic): | am particularly pleased to offer my warm are now attracting the attention of the entire international
congratulations to Ambassador Insanally, both on my owrcommunity are an indication that an end to decades of
behalf and on behalf of the Government of the Republic ofconfrontation, destruction and suffering is now in view.
Tunisia, on his election to the presidency of the General
Assembly at its forty-eighth session. | am delighted to see  The historic mutual recognition between Israel and the
him directing our work and | am convinced that in the palestine Liberation Organization and the declaration of
choice it has made, the General Assembly intended t@rinciples relating to the occupied territories are all
honour his country, which has been devoted to the cause @iportant signposts along the road towards recognition of the
peace and international cooperation. legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, and are a cause
for hope that a just and comprehensive peace in the Middle
| would also like to take this opportunity to thank his East is in the offing.
predecessor, Mr. Stoyan Ganeyv, for the contribution he made
to the work of the forty-seventh session and for the great  Tunisia, while welcoming these developments, would
skill he evinced at that time. like to voice the hope that Israel will show the necessary
courage to reach agreement with the Arab parties concerned
It is also a pleasant duty to pay tribute to the Secretaryin order to achieve a just and lasting peace that will
General of the Organization, Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, forguarantee that all the peoples of the region will live in
his efforts and the determination in implementing thesecurity and stability, and that in the place of strife and
objectives and decisions of the United Nations aimed atonflict there will be good-neighbourliness.
resolving conflicts throughout the world. His is far from an
easy task, particularly since those conflicts have multiplied Devoted as it is to the universal values of peace and
and the activity and role of the United Nations today havejustice, Tunisia will continue to endeavour to give impetus
increased as well. to this dynamic peace process in the Middle East with a
view to undoing the knot of the crises and conflicts that
| should also like to congratulate the new Memberbeset the world today.
States that have acceded recently to membership of our
Organization and to welcome their delegations here present.  |n |ine with this stance, Tunisia has made a point of
| am quite certain that they will make their own valuable peing associated with the efforts of the international

contributions to what is being done by the United Nations tocommunity and with the work of the United Nations in the
promote peace and cooperation between nations. service of peace, security and stability.

After the spectacular upheavals that the world has |t is in this context that we should view Tunisia’'s

undergone, the current session provides us with a propitiousarticipation in the operations involving supervision of the

opportunity to take a close look at the circumstances and thglections in Cambodia, despite the enormous difficulties that
prospects offered by these changes and to consider ways afgre encountered.
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Also, Tunisia recently responded to the United Nationsinstrument of peace and cooperation and a bastion of
appeal to take part in the Somali operation; unfortunatelysecurity and stability.
the situation seems to indicate that a return of peace in the
short term seems rather unlikely. The dispute between Libya, a member of the Arab
Maghreb Union and three Western countries is a source of
Tunisia also responded to the United Nations appeal taleep concern for us. Tunisia has worked hard within the
be associated in United Nations efforts in the WesterrMaghreb framework and at the Arab level to find a
Sahara, the purpose of which is to lay the groundwork fomegotiated and honourable settlement that would safeguard
holding a referendum. the interests of all parties and spare the region the risk of
any escalation of tension and instability.
Regarding the tragedy of the people of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Tunisia once again appeals to the conscience Tunisia has always worked for strengthening peace and
of the world to work determinedly towards seeking a justcooperation in Africa. It is our hope that in future Africa
settlement based on law and international legality rather thawill reap the beneficial side-effects of the profound
on the basis ofait accomplipolitics, so that a swift end may international political and economic changes that have taken
be put to this tragedy, particularly as winter is near. place, so that it may devote its efforts to development.

Since it remains faithful to its Arab and Islamic Tunisia, which has welcomed the process of change in
identity, and since it also belongs to the Maghreb, TunisiaSouth Africa, and looks forward with optimism to seeing the
will do everything it can to strengthen the ties of April 1994 elections restore this great African country to a
brotherhood and cooperation in order to achieve ouplace worthy of its standing within the African family, calls
objectives so that we may be able to realize the aspirationgpon all political parties to respect the agreement that has
of our peoples of a better future. It is in this spirit that been concluded, and to implement it in good faith so that the
Tunisia and Algeria have recently concluded an agreemergeoples of Azania can see an end to racism and the advent
on the demarcation of the borders between our two fraternalf a new era of democracy.
countries. The agreement will be deposited shortly with the
United Nations. The establishment, at the most recent Summit of the

Organization of African Unity, of machinery for the

In this context, we should like to express our sinceremanagement and settlement of conflicts in Africa is also a
hope that all the problems in the Gulf region will be source of great satisfaction. In our view, this is evidence of
properly and rationally resolved, including the boundarythe determination of the African Heads of State to turn the
disputes between Irag and Kuwait and between the Unite@age once and for all on wars and disputes and to embark
Arab Emirates and the Islamic Republic of Iran, and that thisupon a new era based on dialogue and fruitful cooperation.
will be achieved by peaceful means in line with existing
agreements and the norms of international legality, in  Henceforth, Africa will have to rely essentially on its
keeping with the new spirit which now inspires international own resources. However, it does need the support of the
relations as well as with the aspirations of our world afterinternational community so that its efforts may succeed in
peace and stability in this particularly sensitive region.  achieving the goal of African development and African

stability.

Tunisia’s efforts on the Arab Maghreb’s level in its
capacity as current president of the Arab Maghreb Union  Attention should be drawn to the suffering of many
aim at creating the necessary conditions that would enablgfrican States as a result of upheavals and conflicts such as
us to make progress in building the Maghreb andthose witnessed by Somalia, Liberia and Angola, which have
strengthening its role in the international arena. Building thenow become sources of major concern for the entire
edifice of the Maghreb is part and parcel of the currentinternational community. The international community must
development of international relations, which favoursnotremain unmoved by such events, which undermine whole
regional groupings. We for our part are doing everything weStates and sap their potential. We believe that the
can to ensure that the Arab Maghreb Union keeps pace Witfhternational community is capable of contributing genuinely

events in a way that will make it possible to establishto national reconciliation in those countries, and that by so
fruitful relations in the international context and more doing it will make it possible to eliminate all the other

particularly with the regional Arab, European and sgurces of tension in the continent.
Mediterranean groups so that, as a group it may serve as an
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The profound changes in international relations havecommunity to intensify its efforts to contain this
undoubtedly imparted a global dimension to the problems ophenomenon which sows anarchy and chaos in the bosom of
the world. International solidarity and cooperation in thethe international community and hampers the development
new shape they have taken, have become an absolupgocess.
necessity whether the issue in question has to do with the
maintenance of peace, disarmament, the upholding of human |t is high time for the international community as a
rights, or with addressing problems relating to thewhole to give serious thought to this phenomenon, to define
environment, demography and development. its various forms and manifestations and to devise an

international course of action and a legal framework to

On November 7th, Tunisia charted for itself an combat it. We should also look for just foundations that
unswerving course in that area and boldly has taken severalould reinforce the laws of asylum now in force in all
decisive steps toward laying the foundations of a State th&btates.
functions under the rule of law, through institutions that

uphold fundamental freedoms. Thus the concepts and |t is obvious that while the right of asylum acquires a
principles of human rights, freedom, pluralism, the rule ofhumanitarian character and is essentially a part of State

law and State institutions, have become constants on whickovereignty, the granting of asylum should be in accordance
all Tunisians unite around their President Ben Ali, in orderwith certain ethical rules and principles which must be

to devote themselves to laying the foundations of ourrespected.
society.

Tunisia believes that the right of asylum is one of those
Tunisia has spared no effort to ensure the success of th&gmmon human values which must not be used for the

International Conference on Human Rights in Vienna, topurposes other than those for which they were created.
facilitate the successful elaboration of a common approach

and to identify the appropriate machinery to ensure respect

: The persistence of old problems and conflicts which
for human rights.

drag on in various parts of the world, delays in development
which plague a considerable segment of mankind highlight
My country remains convinced that developmentthe fragility of peace and security. Consequently, it is
combatting poverty, the settlement of disputes that arise fronassential to work for genuine disarmament. It was in
foreign occupation, the elimination of racism and fanaticism keeping with this thinking that Tunisia acceded to the Non-
are all absolute imperatives in defending human rights oproliferation Treaty, the Treaty banning the development of
people, ensuring the stability of States and enabling theipjological weapons and signed, in January 1993, in Paris, the
peoples to progress. Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their
In this respect, | should like to highlight one particular Destruction.
scourge namely the dangerous phenomenon of extremism
and terrorism, especially that type of extremism which dons | hardly need to recall that the concept of security
the garb and mask of religion while, in spirit and action, it transcends the purely military aspects and embraces various
constitutes a total negation of democracy and human rightglements that encompass political stability and economic
security. This means we have to draw up an agenda for
Tunisia, which unmasked in time the doublespeak ofdevelopment as a necessary prerequisite for the success of
that type of extremism, has been able, through an overalAn Agenda for Peace.
strategy of political, economic, cultural and social
achievement, to contain this phenomenon and thwart its  The right of both present and future generations to live
designs. Consequently, our country now enjoys safetyin a healthy environment is today at the very centre of the
stability and continued progress. concerns of the international community and is one of the
main concerns of my country.
We have listened with great attention to President
William Clinton when he Spoke this morning of the risks To this end, Tunisia adopts a p0||cy that combines
which continue to threaten security and stability throughoufpreventive and remedial environmental programmes. That
the world, particularly extremism - racial extremism abovepo|icy has y|e|ded so far, many tangib|e results, in areas
all - and religious extremism, which breed hatred andsych as the conservation and safeguarding of natural
terrorism.  Tunisia continues to appeal to the internationatesources, the protection of fisheries and coastlines, and the
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improvement of the quality of life. Ratification of the There is no doubt that such projects, in addition to their
international conventions which followed the Earth Summitdirect return which would be beneficial to the recipient
and the creation of a national Commission on Sustainableountries, will have the effect of settling populations in their
Development are all tangible facts which reflect Tunisia’soriginal regions and thus contribute to reducing migratory
commitment to the implementation of the decisions of theflows to wealthier countries.

Rio de Janeiro Summit.

In this very Hall, President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali
It goes without saying that steps taken at the nationaproposed a contract for peace and development that in our
level can only be viable to the extent that the internationakstimation, would strengthen the existing capabilities and
community succeeds in identifying the interrelationshipsenhance potential in the States of the North and of the South
between the problems of the environment and those oélike.
development.

In his recent address to the European Parliament at
In this connection, there is need for a new approach irBtrasbourg in June 1993, President Zine El Abidine Ben Al
addressing the issues of North-South relations. This mearfarther proposed organizing a conference on the development
moving towards strengthening of a multilateral economicof the Maghreb States with a view to establishing a new
system in order effectively to respond to the priorities of thepolitical, economic, social and cultural partnership between
poorer countries. the Maghreb and the European States.

Tunisia has constantly given concrete expression to  Before concluding, | wish to touch on the question of
cooperation between the North and the South in its variouthe restructuring of the organs of the United Nations. | want
aspects because it is convinced of the interdependence of thgain to welcome the initiatives of Mr. Boutros Boutros-
interests of the two groupings and the link between theGhali to adapt the universal Organization’s structures to the
growth and volume of assistance provided by the countrieengoing changes in international relations, to rationalize the
of the North. That is why it would be judicious to formulate activities of the United Nations system and to reorganize the
a new approach to international cooperation which wouldmethods of its functioning. The elements of the proposed
encompass development assistance, trade, investment and teéorm package should be carefully considered and discussed
transfer of technology. by all Member States with a view to making the

Organization’s new structure more efficacious.

To avoid a North-South schism, the developed countries
must take account of the economic problems of the countries  The projected reforms - whether involving enlargement
of the South, especially those problems that relate to thef the Security Council, redeployments in the Secretariat or
development process as well as the problems relating to theuts in spending - deserve our attention to the extent that
restructuring of their economies and to indebtedness. they take account of the interests of the developing
countries. We think the reforms should emphasize the
We cannot deal with international trade without taking Principle of equality among Member States and guarantee
up one vital question, namely the necessity of establishing fecision-making balance among the Organization’s various
link between the transfer of technology to the developingorgans, and particularly with respect to the Security Council
countries and capital flows. and the General Assembly.

In this connection, it must be recalled that indebtedness ~ Let me conclude by reiterating my wishes for the
and debt-servicing, in the case of the developing countriessuccess of the work of the forty-eighth session; we count on
in most cases is the main obstacle that impedes furthdf to realize the hopes of the peoples of our world.
development and hampers full participation in the world
economy. ADDRESS BY MRS. GRO HARLEM BRUNDTLAND,

PRIME MINISTER OF THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY

Although Tunisia has always honoured its financial
commitments | should like in this connection to reiterate The PRESIDENT. The Assembly will now hear an
some proposals we made earlier on this subject: iraddress by the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Norway.
particular regarding the rescheduling of debt by creating a
special fund to finance job-creating development projects.
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Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland, Prime Minister of the economic development the two parties have agreed to
Kingdom of Norway, was escorted to the rostrum. undertake together.

The PRESIDENT: | have great pleasure in welcoming The fruits of peace must become tangible and real for
the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Norway, Her the women, men and children of Gaza and the West Bank.
Excellency Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland, and inviting her to The process of implementation could change the perspectives
address the General Assembly. and expectations of the parties, convert interdependence into

a sense of community, and make possible solutions and

Mrs. BRUNDTLAND (Norway): It gives me great Visions which today seem beyond reach.
pleasure to congratulate Ambassador Insanally on his
election to the high office of President of the General The economic situation in Gaza and on the West Bank
Assembly. is dramatic and calls for immediate and extensive economic
aid. Now we must respond to the just but unfulfilled

| should also like to welcome the new Members of ouraspirations of the Palestinians: for job opportunities and for
Organization:  Andorra, Eritrea, the Czech Republic,schools, hospitals and universities. Now we must assist in

Monaco, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, andouilding houses, roads and water supplies, and make
Slovakia. reconciliation pay, so that new generations of Israelis and
Palestinians may grow up without fear, as good neighbours,

The historic and courageous breakthrough in the Middidn 2 life of dignity.

East tells us that even the deepest trench can be bridged. . o _ _ _

Conflict has tormented that entire region for most of this A period of healing is needed in which all peace-loving
century. It has brought super-Powers to the brink of War_COUﬂtrieS, the United Nations itself, the Bretton Woods
It has placed enormous burdens on the United Nations itselfnstitutions, other financial institutions and the European

It has deprived families of their dear ones and held peopléommunity join financially - and substantially - in a
under the ominous spell of fear. coordinated, immediate investment-for-peace programme. |

pledge and confirm that Norway’'s assistance will be
Now we must seize the moment. Now we are at gSubstantial and that we shall be honoured to play a

turning point for the United Nations as well. Now we must continuing political role should the parties so desire.

answer the clarion call and mobilize our collective political

and financial resources to help move the peace process A period of renewal and change must also embrace

forward. South Africa and our relations with that country. South
Africa is in desperate need of peace and reconciliation.

The time has come to let the divisive acrimoniousFiXing a date for democratic elections in April next year is
Middle East debates and decisions of the past fade intg P&&con of hope that the post-Apartheid system will finally

history. Israeli and Palestinian leaders have made reality (#&in the democratic legitimacy which the South African
the seemingly impossible. We would fail abysmally in our G0vVernment cannot claim today.

duties should we falter now in our efforts to support the

process of prying peace out of the knot of conflict, a process ~ Until the day when black South Africans can enjoy the

which men and women of vision have dared to think, daredyuman rights of which they have been oppressively deprived,
to do. until the day when violence is ended and joint political

control has been established over the military and police

Due to our long-standing relations with the parties, bothforces, until that day South Africa will remain a country in

our friendship with Israeli leaders and the mutual trust welmperative transition.

have established with the Palestine Liberation Organization

(PLO), Norway was priv"eged to contribute to these The outside world and the United Nations must, in
defining dramatic events. time, recognize the potential of post-apartheid South Africa -
at peace with itself and endowed with immensely rich
natural and human resources - for the whole region of

In this spirit, we shall go to Washington on 1 October, , ; o
committed to help in building peace. For the peace proces§°”them Africa. Education and training are needed for

to succeed, it must be consolidated and stabilized by th€nerations which are now ready to assume an equal role in
the economy of their country. We must now act forcefully,

encouraging proponents of peace and transition, and
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discourage the shrill voices of hatred and interposition sall sides who are without a voice and without a choice, those
that one day - soon - the South African man and womarwho are victimized and whose only hope is the assistance
may be free at last. we can provide from the outside.

We must never lose hope that peace can be achieved. It is absolutely imperative to improve on the
But our hope has been severely tested by the protractecbordination and cooperation between United Nations
atrocities in Bosnia and Herzegovina. There seems to be npeace-keeping operations, United Nations humanitarian
limit to the brutality that human beings are capable ofagencies and non-governmental humanitarian organizations.
mobilizing in the service of a nationalistic goal. Such actsSomalia is an obvious case in point. For Norway it is a
have been committed in the name of a doctrine - thepriority issue to move such coordination forward. We shall
doctrine of the ethnic state - and thus prolong the sinisteconvene a conference before the end of the year with the
existence of doctrine as a source of war and contention imim of improving our capacity to organize real peace
this century. operations incorporating both humanitarian and military

tasks.

Ethnic nationalism is a threat to peace and stability
everywhere. The ethnic mosaic of Europe does not lend We should all support our Secretary-General's
itself to such reduction. A doctrine of the ethnic state is aproposals for a necessary strengthening of the Department of
prescription for war. Our task is to build communities Peace-keeping Operations. The management organization
which include rather than exclude and to make allfor United Nations peace-keeping operations here in New
multi-ethnic regions safe refuges of enlightened diversity. York is manifestly inadequate. The result is that troop-

contributing nations exercise direct control, which radically

A m|||ta|'y Victory in which aggression appears to pay reduces coherence and effectiveness. The situation is
in Bosnia will be noted in those parts of the world whereaggravated by the Security Council’s propensity to make
different nationalities are sharing territory and political @mbitious decisions but fail to provide the Secretariat with
organization. In the former Soviet Union alone, ethnicthe means to implement them. Failing to provide financial,
tensions are reaching critical mass or have already erupteuman and technological resources undermines both peace
as in Nagorny-Karabakh and Abkhazia. and the authority of the United Nations.

The authority of the United Nations is seriously We know what needs to be done. We must focus on
undermined if there is vacillation on where and how to usethe following: There must be realistic mandates for new
the "Blue Helmets". We should admit that there have bee/nited Nations peace-keeping operations whose goals and
failures along the way and learn from experience. Our mairineéans must be clearly defined. We must have proper
thrust must be to aim for a negotiated solution based ogtand-by arrangements for troops and equipment from
known elements. The alternative to a negotiated settlemeffiember States, and Norway is prepared to contribute in
is continued bloodshed. The alternative to peace is warconcrete terms to a collective stand-by effort. We need
Norway fully supports the efforts of Thorvald Stoltenberg improved training and analysis of past experience; our
and David Owen. All parties must now cease hostilities andraining facilities should be linked in a consortium for United
allow time for the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina toNations peace-keeping training. ~ There must be an
heal so that we can start slowly to build a foundation forimmediate and substantial increase in the United Nations
peace. Let us be inspired by the Israelis and thdeserve fund for peace-keeping; moreover, a unified peace--
Palestinians, and let us all send a message to the parties kg§eping budget must be introduced which allows the
Bosnia: enough! Peace is possible. Secretary-General to obligate at least 20 per cent of the

estimated cost of peace-keeping operations once they have
The Peen approved by the Security Council. We need improved

The time for a settlement is long overdue. X ° X : i i
situation is already disastrous, and another winter of war ifinancing for peace-keeping operations and financial
discipline among Member States.

bound to take a severe toll of lives. Norway is among the
major providers of humanitarian assistance to the area.
International attention is focused on the terrible ordeal of the ~ Indeed, the whole financial situation of the United
Muslims, but there are Croats and Serbs who suffer greatiNations is disgraceful. As the eighth-largest contributor to
as well. We should be even-handed in our humanitariathe United Nations system in absolute terms and by far the
assistance, making a clear distinction between, on the orl@rgest in per capita terms, we find it exceedingly difficult to
hand, warlords and war criminals and, on the other, those on
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understand how so many countries fail to honour their The International Conference on Population and
obligations. Development, to take place in Cairo in September 1994,
must address the complex root causes of the population

The Secretary-General has said that "the OrganizatiogXplosion.
lives from hand to mouth." Statement by the Secretary-
General to the Fifth Committee, 26 August 1R93The The agreements reached at the United Nations
permanent members of the Security Council have a speci@onference on Environment and Development in Rio last
responsibility. But we should also ask ourselves if countriegear, however imperfect, set a sound, ambitious agenda for
should be eligible at all for the Security Council if they have action to ensure sustainable development. Yet, | regret to
not paid their contributions. say, the momentum generated in Rio has been allowed to
lose some of its force.

The post-cold-war patterns of risks and uncertainties
have brought about a wider recognition and understanding of  The world will not forget, and our children will long
the need to address the serious economic and socistmember, that the industrialized countries committed
inequalities in the world and their implications for global themselves in Rio to providing new and additional funding
security. Core issues such as environment and developmettt combat climate change and safeguard biological diversity.
used to be seen as side issues by the prime movers &b far, however, contributions have been small-scale.
international affairs. There is a new hope that this could be
changing. The aid fatigue continues despite enormous needs and
a more fertile ground for development in countries which
The Secretary-General points out in his report thathave made sacrifices and taken the bitter but crucial
without sustainable development peace cannot long bemedicine of structural adjustment, and despite the reduction
maintained and that political, social, educational andof military budgets to levels where countries again should be
environmental factors must all be part of development.  deemed creditworthy.

Unsustainable production and consumption patterns still ~ Far, far more serious, and not only for the developing
prevail and can be counteracted only by changing how andorld, is the gambling with the Uruguay Round holding the
in which fields our economies continue to grow. If current prospects of global free trade hostage to narrow national
forms of development were employed, a further fivefold tointerests. For most countries, strongly dependent as they are
tenfold boost in economic activity would be required overon international trade, an agreement, even if each and every
the next 50 years to meet the needs and aspirations of Jfrovision may not be ideal, is absolutely necessary. | urge
billion people. the major parties to live up to the expectations created at the

Group of 7 meeting in Tokyo that before the end of the year

Currently, the vast majority who are poor make only athe deal will be closed.
minimal claim to our natural resources, while the more
voracious North is consuming in a few decades what it has  Environment and trade must be the next agenda item.
taken the planet billions of years to accumulate. TheWe should be more outspoken about conflicting interests and
Norwegian Minister of the Environment raised the issue ofmore receptive to the fact that we do not have the option to
production and consumption patterns in the industrial part ofo our separate ways.
the world at the first session of the Commission on
Sustainable Development. Early next year Norway will host  \We must develop a sound, scientific basis for managing
a meeting on these issues as a contribution to the nexjur natural resources in a sustainable way. In a politically,
session of the Commission. culturally and socially diverse world, science and knowledge
can be the only basis for sound and lasting cooperation in
The rapid population growth in many parts of the world this field.
is a ticking time-bomb. Ninety per cent of this increase is
taking place in developing countries, many of which are  And while we reduce our strain on finite natural
unable to feed their present populations. We may soon bgesources, the environmental agenda is constantly widened
facing new famine of a magnitude dwarfing even Malthus’py the unveiling of the ecocide almost committed by the
gloomiest predictions. There may be mass migration and thgyrmer Communist countries.
destabilization of countries and regions as people compete
for ever-scarcer land and water resources.
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The nuclear threat is not confined to that inherent in the Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland, Prime Minister of the
remaining arsenals of nuclear weapons. Increasingly, oukingdom of Norway, was escorted from the rostrum
security is threatened by the enormous deposits of nuclear
waste on land and at sea. Large-scale international Mr. EVANS (Australia): | warmly congratulate
cooperation is required to eliminate this threat. Ambassador Insanally, on his election as President of the

forty-eighth session of the General Assembly. As a fellow

Nuclear weapons have not disappeared, and the capaci@ommonwealth member with Guyana, Australia is very
to make them is broadly present. Proliferation of weapongleased to serve in the Assembly under his presidency.
of mass destruction and the means of their delivery
constitutes perhaps the greatest threat to international peace This session of the General Assembly will deal with a
and Stabl'lty It is a matter of utmost priority to broaden andparticu|ar|y heavy and important agenda_ It will do so at a
deepen the non-proliferation regime to comprise a broademe when hopes for, and expectations of, the United
pattern of commitments and COOpel’ative behaviour. In thiWationS have never been grea‘[er - but When, at the same
connection, Norway urges the nuclear-weapon States tgme, many doubts have been raised about the capacity of the
redouble their efforts to conclude a comprehensive test-bagnited Nations system to cope. We will be relying very
treaty. We expect that they will refrain from any testing much, Mr. President, on your wisdom and your experience
while negotiations proceed. We also urge North Korea tas you preside over our deliberations.
submit fully to the safeguard regime of the International

Atomic Energy Agency and to adhere to the Non- Mrs. Fritsche (Liechtenstein), Vice-President, took the
Proliferation Treaty. Chair.

Development without democracy and respect for human The world is a rather less happy place than we all
rights will never be sustainable. Democracy is indispensablﬂoped it would be after the end of the cold war. Economic
for promoting and upholding respect for human rights, fory,y social deprivation continues to be a harsh daily reality

social and economic development, for peace and security many of our countries and our peoples. Not even the
and for liberating the human creativity which is so vital to most advanced countries are immune. The developed
any social and economic development. Western economies are limping, with low growth rates,
historically high unemployment rates, increasing disparities
| urge this Assembly to create the post of high as a result between rich and poor, and a continuing inability
commissioner for human rights and to agree on a quantur§o far to reach agreement - either between themselves or
leap in the allocation of resources for the United Nationswith the rest of the world’s trading nations - about the
human-rights activities. This is a modest price to pay forGeneral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade liberalization
strengthening the basis for peace and stability. measures so necessary to give a new kick-start to world
trade and economic growth.
The lines between foreign and domestic policies have
long since vanished. Narrow-minded forms of nationalism In the non-Western world, rates of growth have been
will not serve us. We must move towards an inclusiveextraordinarily uneven. The spectacular advance in some
enlargement where the powerful are just and the weakegions, in particular East Asia, has been in stark contrast to
secure. Only the United Nations can provide the frameworkhe continuing terrible deprivation and poverty in others.
of a better-organized world, which today is too fragmentedsome States have simply been unable to cope with exploding
and uncoordinated. More and more causes are common, dfternal economic, political and social problems, and for all
indeed, is our whole future. practical purposes have collapsed, leaving the international
community to respond, somehow, to the humanitarian crises
The Middle East breakthrough gives us the hope that nehat have followed so often.
challenge is too difficult and the belief that we can make

this world a civilized place. In security terms, the end of the cold war has seen the
end of the super-Power nuclear-arms race and has relieved
The PRESIDENT. On behalf of the General us of the immediate threat of nuclear devastation. We have
Assembly, | wish to thank the Prime Minister of the seen major achievements in nuclear-arms reduction; and for
Kingdom of Norway for the statement she has just made. the first time in the history of the nuclear age a
comprehensive test-ban treaty, which would ban all nuclear
tests in all environments for all time, seems within our
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reach. We could help to make it even more so by adoptinghat has gone wrong over the last few years, there is
by consensus a resolution in this Assembly supporting theomething else that has gone right. To match against the
negotiation of that treaty. A very great deal, of course,awful continuing tragedy in the former Yugoslavia, we have,
depends on the current moratorium on all nuclear testindor example, this month’s peace agreement in the Middle
being maintained. We in Australia very strongly supportEast - of course, only the first step in what remains a long
what President Clinton said in that respect this morning. journey, but an enormously encouraging one
notwithstanding. And to match against the continuing chaos

This year we Signed at last, after 20 years Ofand uncertainty in Somalia, and the at best very limited
negotia‘[ion, the chemical weapons Convention. But muclpuccess of the United Nations operation there, we have now
remains to be done to bring this and other instruments intéh€ unquestioned success of the United Nations operation in
effective operation. And there are still too many countriesCambodia - and the end at last to more than 20 years of
unwilling to submit themselves to the disciplines, morewhat has been a real twentieth-century tragedy involving
important and more necessary now than ever, of the nucledoody war, civil war, genocide, invasion and civil war
non-proliferation Treaty. again.

The threat of conflicts between States has certainly not A terrible conflict continues in Angola, but peace is at
diminished with the end of the cold war. If anything, the hand at last in Mozambique; and in South Africa the final
removal of the cold-war gridlock - the discipline imposed by death of apartheid is imminent, as testified last week in this
the super-Powers on each other and their respectivlace by Nelson Mandela. Military regimes have given way
supporters - has created more room than ever for States #§ democratic ones throughout Latin America. Many
manoeuvre. Some are beginning to do so, and some af.’é’Ob|emS remain to be solved in the former Soviet Union,
bound to seek to do so in the future. Some of the emergin§ut Governments that can credibly claim to reflect the will
economic Powers have yet to acquire political or military Of their peoples are in place throughout Central and Eastern
profiles commensurate with their new wealth, and theEurope. The military regime in Myanmar, or Burma,
process of adjustment certainly has ample potential t&ontinues to resist the obvious mood of its people for liberty
generate regional tensions. Should those tensions escal&gd democracy, but elsewhere in the region traditionally
into conflict, the unhappy reality is that proliferation of more monolithic government structures - driven in many cases by
sophisticated conventional weapons and proliferation of th&conomic imperatives - are beginning to show signs of
capacity to develop weapons of mass destruction make arfiexibility and responsiveness.
prospect of major regional conflict an alarming one for the
world as a whole. But while | do not believe that we should be unduly

pessimistic or fatalistic about the condition of the world

The release of cold-war pressures has been associatégound us, nor can we afford to be complacent. There is
with another major new development of security concernmuch more that we can and should be doing to reinforce and
with which we are all now disturbingly familiar: _the strengthen the international community’s capacity to govern
resurgence of ethno-nationalism, often taking a violent formitself better, and in particular to better guarantee the
Some ethnic groups are being prepared to pursue thefpaintenance of peace and security in the post-cold-war
claims for self-determination within the framework of world. Itis on this subject - the role of the United Nations
existing States, arguing essentially for minority human rightsand the international community generally in securing peace
protection - claims of r|ght which, on first princip|es, we in the world of the 1990s and beyond that | want specifically
should all be prepared to acknowledge and support. B focus my remarks today.
many other such groups have made clear that they will be
satisfied by nothing less than their nations becoming States, A little over a year ago, following a unique meeting of
causing the fragmentation of existing States in the processhe Security Council, Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali
and creating some very real dilemmas for the internationapublished "An Agenda for Peace". It was and remains a
community as a result. Again, the proliferating availability remarkable document, one which poses most of the questions
of weaponry of every degree of sophistication has given ave need to address if we are to have a fair chance of
sharp new edge to these concerns. maintaining international peace and security in the world of

today and the foreseeable future. Since that time, a

Looking out upon a world with all these characteristics, worldwide debate has taken place on the issues described in
it is easy to be pessimistic and fatalistic. But | do not think"An Agenda for Peace", which has involved not only
we should retreat into that habit of mind. For everythingGovernments and officials, but has reached out to embrace
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universities, foundations, non-governmental organizationst the United Nations, but a good deal more remains to be
and many organs of the public media as well. This debatelone if the United Nations in particular, the only fully
generated resolutions at the last session of the Generampowered body with global membership that we have, is
Assembly, several worthwhile changes to some procedure® be as effective as we would all want it to be.

and structures within the Secretariat, and the prospect of

further changes to come. It is much easier, of course, to ask all these questions
than to answer them. ldentifying problems is always easier
It cannot be said, however, that the issues raised byhan defining acceptable solutions. But | believe that we all
"An Agenda for Peace" are now all settled, either in theoryhave a responsibility to each other and the international
or in practice. We still do not have even a completely clearcommunity to try to answer these questions and to keep on
and consistent shared vocabulary to define the ways in whictvorking away at the answers until we find common ground.
it is possible for the United Nations and other organs of theSo it is in that spirit that | put before the Assembly today a
international community to respond to security problems:detailed study of these questions, which tries to answer them
"peacemaking", for example, means different things still toin a way which might help us find a little more of that
different people; so do "preventive diplomacy" and "peacecommon ground.
building"; the conceptual boundary between "peace-keeping"
on the one hand and "peace enforcement” on the otheris not  The study, in the form of a book entitlg@ooperating

drawn in the same way by everyone who uses these termggr Peace,has been distributed, | hope, to delegations as |
speak. | do not pretend for a moment that this says the last
Nor do we seem yet to have clear and universalword on any of the enormously complex and sensitive issues
agreement even as to the kind of problems which justify avith which it deals. It is simply an Australian contribution
security response by the international community. Shouldo the debate which was so thoughtfully and constructively
we recognize, for example, a humanitarian right ofinitiated by the Secretary-General last year.
intervention and, if so, in what circumstances and to what
extent? When does an economic or social problem become The study seeks to do three things in particular. First,
the kind of SeCUrity prOblem which jUStiﬁeS the mobilization it Suggests ways of bringing a little more C|arity - to the
of the response strategies spelt out in Chapters VI and Vlgxtent this is presently lacking - into the concepts and
of the United Nations Charter? vocabulary that we use in defining security problems,
defining possible responses and matching responses to
Even when it comes to applying a very familiar problems. Secondly, it suggests specific criteria that might
response to a new problem - for example, establishing &e applied by decision-makers in deciding what, if any,
peace-keeping operation like the 30 which have now beeresponse is appropriate to a particular new security problem.
initiated since 1946 - there does not yet seem to have beehnd, thirdly, it suggests a priority list of areas in which
developed a commonly accepted check list of criteria tofurther United Nations reform might usefully be pursued. In
guide decision-makers in determining when precisely thehe short time that remains to me | shall try to give a quick,
operation should be set in train, how it should be structuredoutline sketch of what we are trying to say in each of these
managed and resourced, or how long it should continuerespects.
Every situation, of course, has its own characteristics, but is

it really necessary for decisions on these matters by the  First of all, on the issue of concepts and terminology,
Security Council or others to be made on so evidently adk js perhaps worth making the point at the outset that this is
hoca basis? not just something for academics to wrangle about. It
matters in practice. If decision-makers do not share the
When it comes to thinking about how the United same basic way of looking at issues and the same basic
Nations - and others in the international community,vocabulary in defining them, there is a very real risk that
including regional organizations - might best be structuredthey will talk past each other - or, at the very least, find it
organized, managed and funded to most effectively addresgery much harder to produce responses which are timely,
the international peace and security agenda, it is not clear tproperly graduated, effective in practice, affordable and
me that we have yet heard the last word in that debate. broadly consistent from one case to the next.

An extraordinary amount has been achieved in the  Just as importantly, the choice of words can sometimes
tumultuous period since 1989 in responding to the newsignificantly influence the way in which we think about
demands and challenges that have been unceasingly hurlethtters of substance. To give just one example: If we use,
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as many people still do, the expression "peace-making" to  In the case of peace-keeping we sugge§iaoperating
describe military enforcement action, then, simply becauséor Peacethat there are seven basic conditions for ensuring
this is such an innocuous and constructive soundingn effective operation: clear and achievable goals; adequate
expression, there is a danger that we may over time becomesources; close coordination of peace-keeping with any
a little more relaxed than we should be about taking suctongoing peacemaking activity; a capacity to be and to be
action. Itis much better, | suggest, to confine the expressioseen to be absolutely impartial as between the parties who
"peace-making" to diplomatic-type activity to resolve conflict have been in conflict; a significant degree of local support
and to reserve the expression "peace enforcement" tfor the peace-keepers; evident support for the operation from
describe the always dangerous, always messy, and whakternal Powers that may have been involved previously in
should always be the last-resort, activity of applying military supporting one side or the other; and a "signposted exit",
force. that is, a clearly designated termination point, or set of
termination criteria.

In the study we define security problems, in more or
less escalating order of seriousness, as "emerging threats”, When it comes to peace-enforcement operations, our
"disputes”, "armed conflicts" and "other major security suggested criteria for determining involvement are quite
crises." We make the point that security is not strictly orcomplex and vary according to whether one is talking about
solely a military concept and that threats to security, asan operation in response to cross-border aggression, as with
many speakers in the general debate have already said, chag and Kuwait; about one in support of peace-keeping
these days come very much from factors such as explodingperations, the basic rationale for United Nations
population pressures, environmental degradation, masavolvement in Bosnia-Herzegovina; or about peace
involuntary movements of people and the illicit narcoticsenforcement in support of humanitarian objectives, as in
trade, among other things. Somalia. Without going into all the necessary detail now, |
think the basic considerations always come down to the
Equally, we define possible responses to securityfollowing: widespread international support; clear and
problems, again in escalating order of severity, in terms ofchievable goals; adequate total resources to meet those
"peace- building," "preventive diplomacy,” “"preventive goals; and clearly defined termination or review points.
deployment,” "peace- making," "peace-keeping," "sanctions"
and "peace enforcement." We are at pains to emphasize that If the United Nations is to play with maximum
it is only as a last resort that security solutions should beeffectiveness the central role it needs to play in maintaining
seen as coming out of the barrel of a gun. We give muchinternational peace and security, then further change, further
more emphasis than has been common elsewhere to theform in the United Nations system, really is necessary.
concept of "peace-building," which we define in the study asSome of that change is bound to be painful for some people,
extending not just to post-conflict economic developmentbut that is the way of change. Putting it simply and starkly:
and institution-building strategies, but to a whole variety ofUnless the United Nations develops a comprehensive
preventive strategies, both within particular countries and ircapacity to address today’s and tomorrow’s problems - not
the form of international treaty-type régimes addressing botlyesterday’s - there is a very real risk of the United Nations
military and non-military threats to security. gradually losing, with Governments and peoples around the
world, the credibility it needs to survive.
In defining criteria for embarking on peace operations -
whether peace-keeping or peace enforcement - the most In the study we identify a number of priority areas for
crucial consideration is that there be a clearminded focus oohange. The first is to restructure the Secretariat to ensure
the objectives of the exercise and the likely effectiveness othat the Secretary-General has an effective chain of
the operation in achieving those objectives. No operationsommand exercising authority over major United Nations
of this kind should ever be embarked upon for the sake obperations and to consolidate and coordinate in a more
being seen to be doing something. Although it is not alwaysorderly and manageable way the present sprawl of
possible to analyse or predict with certainty, it should alwaysdepartments and agencies. We support the proposal that the
be possible to avoid embarking on operations which are&Secretary-General create a new senior structure at United
manifestly likely to be ineffective and which, as such, put atNations Headquarters under which he would have four
risk the most crucial United Nations resource of all, itsDeputy Secretaries-General responsible, respectively, for
credibility. peace and security, economic and social operations,
humanitarian operations and administration and management.
Each such Deputy Secretary-General would have full
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executive responsibility for the operational issues falling and compare it, moreover, with the $70 billion that it is
within his or her portfolio, subject only to direction by the estimated to have cost the United Nations coalition to fight
Secretary-General. This would be a big change, and it is nadhe six-week Gulf war.
the first time it has been proposed, but it is the one that,
more than anything else, would create the conditions for  The fifth priority is to rethink the whole system of
more orderly and effective management throughout théyumanitarian relief coordination. Despite advances that have
United Nations system. been made with the creation of the Department of
Humanitarian Affairs, we think some basic structural
The second priority need is to resolve once and for allproblems remain. We propose that they be addressed in a
the United Nations critical funding problem. Various radical way by the creation of a new disaster-response
adventurous ideas have been canvassed for externafjency, combining the relief and basic rehabilitation
funding - money coming from sources other than Membeffunctions of the Office of the United Nations High
States - and we suggest that at least one of those ideaSpmmissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations
namely, a small levy on international airline travel, be Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the World Food Programme
further explored. But overwhelmingly, of course, the (WFP), which would work in turn directly to the suggested
problem is one that has been created by Member StateBeputy Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs.
including the richest of our number, and it is entirely within
our ability to resolve by meeting our assessed contributions  The sixth priority, as we see it, is to take various steps
for regular budgets and peace operations in full and on timego raise the profile within the United Nations system of
It is an abuse of good management principles and of basigeace-building. This is, after all, the point of intersection
common sense to be forcing the Secretary-General to speffktween the Organization’s peace and security role and its
so much of his time pleading for debts to be honoured. Ineconomic and social role, and it should be given recognition
that respect | echo the sentiments expressed a few minut@sd emphasis as such. The pursuit of peace and security has
ago by Mrs. Brundtland. to include the satisfaction of basic human needs, as well as
the direct prevention, containment and settlement of armed
If the bulk of current arrears were to be paid by the endconflict. Much of the United Nations system is in fact
of this year, the United Nations finances would be in a quitealready concerned with peace- building in the form of
healthy position, with the Working Capital Fund, the Peace-activities such as international law-making, disarmament,
keeping Reserve Fund and the Special Account aleconomic and social advancement, sustainable development,
replenished and the Organization in a position to meet aldemocratization and institution building. But much more
outstanding troop-contribution costs. can be done, organizationally, to link these activities
together, to recognize their security significance, and to
The third priority is to improve the management of ensure that they are pursued with a sense of common
peace operations, both at Headquarters and in the fieldUrpose.
Some very significant and useful steps have already been
taken in this regard in the context of the creation of the new  The remaining priority, a very large subject in itself, as
Department of Peace-keeping Operations, but more remainge all know, is to regenerate the Security Council - not
to be done, including in particular the development over timebecause it is now working ineffectively, but because its
of a properly constituted General Staff to plan and managenanifest lack of representativeness is beginning to impact
the military dimensions of such operations. upon its legitimacy. The Security Council is the linchpin of
the whole United Nations peace and security system, and it
The fourth priority is to give special attention to the iS in no one’s interest that its credibility should be allowed
machinery of preventive diplomacy, again both atto gradually erode. The outstanding questions about the size
Headquarters and in the field. These efforts have bee@nd shape of the Council should certainly be resolved by the
|arge|y ad hoc in the past, a|though the Department o{ime of the United Nations fiftieth anniversary in 1995.
Political Affairs is gradually building a core of appropriate This, indeed, remains an ideal target date for the
expertise. Quite apart from anything else, there is arfchievement of a whole range of necessary organizational
overwhelming cost advantage in doing more to stop disputegforms.
becoming armed conflicts. We estimate the cost of keeping
100 well-qualified, experienced practitioners of preventive Running right through the study - and underlying all the
diplomacy in the field for a year to be $21 million; compare suggestions we have been making about structure and
that with this year’'s peace operations budget of $3.7 billion fprocess - is a single sustaining idea, that of cooperative



28 General Assembly - Forty-eighth session

security. This embraces two perhaps rather more familiathis session, thus highlighting the outstanding role of his
ideas, common security and collective security. But thecountry, the Republic of Guyana, and beyond it that of Latin
overall flavour of cooperative security can perhaps best bé&merica in international relations.

captured by describing it, in a litle more detail, as an

approach that emphasizes reassurance rather than deterrence; | also wish to congratulate the members of the Bureau
that is inclusive rather than exclusive; that faVOUfSand to extend to the Outgoing President, Mr. Stoyan Ganev,

multilateralism over unilateralism or bilateralism; that dOGSour warm Congratu|ations on the excellent work done during
not rank military solutions over non-military ones; that his mandate.

assumes that States are the principal actors in the security
system, but also accepts that non-State actors have an | ghoyid also like to reaffirm the full confidence of
important role to play; that does not particularly emphasize-gte d’|voire in the Secretary-General

the creation of formal security institutions but does not rejecly;, Boutros Boutros-Ghali. President Houphouét-Boigny
them either; and that above all stresses the value of creatingho has met him several times this year, greatly appreciates

habits of dialogue. his impartiality and ability and his great devotion to his

duties to the international community.
A good deal of the spirit of cooperative security is in

fact to be found in the Charter of the United Nations. Finally, my delegation congratulates and welcomes the

Paragraph 4 of Article 1, a provision much neglected in thegiates admitted since the last session to our Organization,

past, designates the United Nations as a "centre fofnich js thus moving ever closer to its objective of
harmonizing the actions of nations" - not the sentiments Of.miversality.

nations, but the actions of nations. In Articles 55 and 56

Member States pledge themselves to create the Mr. Musuka (Zambia), Vice-President, took the Chair.

"conditions of stability and well-being which are
necessary for peaceful and friendly relations amonqhe
nations".

The substantial transformations that have taken place in
world since 1989 have given rise to profound changes in
international relations. All the points of reference that
) ) ) allowed us to analyse these relations with certitude have
Underscored in that context are the promotion of h'gherdisappeared. The new atmosphere of confidence and the
standards of living, the solution pf economic and SOCiaISpiI’it of understanding, and at times of solidarity, that
problems and respect for human rights. prevail in relations between States and peoples give grounds
for hope and the rapid advent of a new international order
Too often during the cold war we looked past thesethat will be more stable, more just and more able to meet the
obligations and concerns, because we were preoccupied Willspirations of peoples for shared happiness in a world that
miIitary means of survival. But the threats that concerned Uﬁungers for bread and thirsts for truth. Today’s world is
then no Ionger exist; and what was written in San FranCiSCQ;noving towards a convergence around certain values,
before the cold war froze our capacity to deal with manyincluding the primacy of respect for human rights, the
other kinds of threats to Security, should now be seen as ﬁ}nperaﬂve need for democracy, deve|opment and
compelling guide. disarmament and the leading role of law in international
relations. Such development can only give rise to great
Our survival in the 1990s and beyond will depend onhopes by opening up the possibility of correcting past
our developing a new understanding of what constitutesnistakes, sharing the benefits of progress with all and
security and what contributes to it. It will depend on our ensuring the fullness of peace.
capacity to think clearly about how to react to new security

problems as they arise. It will depend on our willingness to  with the beginning of real disarmament and the recent
rethink and to reshape our institutions, including the Unitedsigning of the Convention banning chemical weapons, the
Nations, so that they can cope with new realities. Butrelationship between war and peace is today undergoing a
above all, it will depend on our all developing and sustainingclear qualitative change. Unfortunately, however, we must
a real commitment to cooperating for peace. recognize that the international situation is far from
satisfying our hopes for justice and lasting peace.
Mr. ESSY (Cote d'lvoire) (interpretation from
French) | should like to pay tribute to the wisdom of the Indeed, the collapse of the bipolar world seems,
Assembly in electing Ambassador Insanally to preside oveparadoxically, to have opened the door for new threats to
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international peace and security. The accumulation of poorlynto force of the Council of State, disarmament and the
bandaged wounds, blind ambitions and feelings of rivalrycantonment of factions. It is equally urgent that the
and hatred built up over decades has re-emerged in variousternational community come to the assistance, within the
regions of the world in the form of extremely devastatingframework of Chapter VIII of the Charter, of States or
and brutal fratricidal conflicts. Thus, Europe, whose level ofregional organizations, participating in peace-keeping efforts
socio-economic development did not prevent it fromin Liberia. It is also necessary that the question of the
destroying itself twice in less than thirty years, is today stilldelivery of humanitarian assistance be rapidly resolved to
in the grip of a terrible conflict in the former Yugoslavia. allow for the regular supply of those regions of Liberia
That anachronistic and indescribably barbarous war hawhere famine is raging in order to prevent the incursions of
justified the creation, for the first time within the United armed bands in search of food that attack border villages and
Nations system, of an international penal tribunal, undehamlets. Here we should like to congratulate all the non-
Security Council resolution 827 (1993). So too, Africa, governmental organizations that are making every effort,
pushed aside by the disappearance of the bipolar world, hagith courage, tenacity and dedication, to save human lives
been torn by numerous internal conflicts with unfortunatein that strife-torn country.
consequences for the entire continent, which needs, rather, It is also fitting to welcome the conclusion of the
stability and peace within African States, between Africaninternational Conference for the Protection of War Victims
States and between Africa and the rest of the world in ordenheld at Geneva from 3 August to 2 September this year,
to deal with the imperative needs of its development antrganized by the Swiss Government and the International
economic integration. Committee of the Red Cross. That Conference allowed for
a reaffirmation of the provisions of the major treaties of
The situation in Somalia continues to be of greatinternational humanitarian law aimed at the protection of
concern, despite the presence of the United Nations peacgopulations during armed conflicts and for sensitizing public
keeping forces, for the spectre of anarchy, intolerance in akpinion concerning the valid bases of those provisions and
its forms and violence continues to hover over that countrythe plight of civilian victims.
We hope that the tireless and commendable efforts of the
international community to re-establish peace in that country ~ Concerning Angola, progress made at the outset in the
will, within the allotted time, lead to a positive conclusion application of the Bicesse peace agreements in May 1991
and the reconciliation of all its sons and daughters. now needs to be maintained, and efforts must be made and
encouraged, both in the Security Council and in African
We also hope to see very soon a resolution of thgorums, for the achievement of a just and lasting peace.
conflict in Liberia. Recent developments in that brotherly
and neighbourly country, which led to the conclusion of the Cote d’lvoire knows only two paths for the settlement
Cotonou Agreement on 25 July 1993, tend to make us moref conflicts: resort to force or resort to negotiation, that is
optimistic about the rapid restoration of peace. to say, dialogue. Recent events in the international arena
have consecrated the value of dialogue, which has always
Cote d'lvoire has always wished fervently to see thebeen advocated by President Félix Houphouét-Boigny, for
re-establishment of peace in Liberia and has, in additionthe peaceful settlement of all conflicts. They clearly indicate
acted along these lines, as the Yamassoukro Accords atteiow dialogue, conducted by responsible individuals, can,
We are gratified by the formation in that country of a regardless of the nature of the conflict, serve as an extremely
transitional government in the form of a State counciluseful instrument for peace.
entrusted with the organization of general elections. We
welcome the firm determination of the political elements in In South Africa, the recent developments in the political
Liberia to work for the ultimate collapse of the wall of situation are most encouraging, despite the uncertainties of
hatred and enmity between Liberian brothers and thus to lashe moment resulting from the escalation of violence. For
the foundation for a future of peace and prosperity for all.this reason we welcome with satisfaction the joint statement
In this context it is urgent that the international community of the political parties of South Africa concerning their
commit itself further to finding the necessary means for theintention to organize free and democratic elections in April
rapid deployment of new contingents to reinforce the1994. We also welcome the establishment of an executive
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) transition council that, for the first time in three centuries of
Military Observer Group (ECOMOG) in Liberia to promote white domination, after the first multiracial elections will
the effective implementation of the provisions of the involve the black majority in political matters.
Cotonou Agreement, particularly with regard to the entry
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We send out an urgent appeal to those elementwsorld public opinion fully to appreciate this other activity of
opposed to democratic changes in South Africa to refrairthe United Nations which is too often ignored.
from acts likely to jeopardize the sensitive negotiation
process, which would delay South Africa’s return to the  |f the conflicts born of the cold war are now beginning
family of nations. We welcome the new spirit inspiring the to find solutions, it is none the less clear that we have
South African leaders, particularly Mr. De Klerk and Mr. entered upon a period of uncertainty, questioning and
Mandela, a spirit that led to the historic request made by thenstability, with the re-emergence of a number of secondary
African National Congress (ANC) to the international conflicts that had been effectively frozen or repressed during
community to lift the economic and diplomatic sanctionsthe cold war and that are essentially of ethnic, tribal or
slapped on South Africa. We also welcome the agreementligious origin, as illustrated by the wrenching events in
reached between the South African and Namibianyagorny-Karabakh, Abkhazia, and the former Yugoslavia.
Governments concerning the transfer of the port of Walvist is becoming clear as well that in today’s world there are
Bay and the surrounding islands to the jurisdiction of thefewer and fewer identifiable enemies and more and more
Namibian Government. problems that are very difficult to identify.

In the Middle East we can finally discern, after so The United Nations remains the indispensable recourse
many years of war and built-up hatred, the prospect of dor confronting these conflicts. Here, we solemnly wish to
settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict. The mutual state our full support for the proposals of the Secretary-
recognition of Israel and the Palestine LiberationGeneral contained in "An Agenda for Peace".

Organization (PLO) and the signing in Washington on 13

September of the historic agreement on Gaza and Jericho 114 strengthening of preventive action by the United
convince us that the process begun in the Middle East ijjations must prompt us to pursue the process of
now irreversible, despite the obstacles that might arise on thysirycturing and revitalization of its bodies to allow it to

road to peace. cope with these new challenges. Given the dominant role of
the Security Council in peace-keeping and international

This is the moment to hail the courage, lucidity and security, the question of equitable representation in that body
self-abnegation of the high Israeli and Palestinian officialsshould allow for a lengthy reflection so as to find a solution

who have risen above circumstances and resolutely chosejtceptable to all - in this case, the expansion of the Security
peace. Their ardour in working for peace after such acouncil to accord with the growth in the number of our

lengthy period of war has been recognized and saluted biprganization’s Members and in the complexity of the
the international community. It is quite fitting that the problems submitted to it.

members of the jury for the Houphouét-Boigny Peace Prize,
established by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, unanimously awarded the Prize fory
1993 to those illustrious leaders of Israel and Palestine.

Such an expansion should be based on rigorous and
bjective criteria which we need to define together, bearing
in mind the imperative need for effectiveness in the taking
and implementation of Security Council decisions. The
As for the situation in the Gulf, where peace is still United Nations, as a reflection of universal values, cannot

precarious, we reiterate our unswerving support for the fulstand outside the trend towards democratization which is
implementation of all resolutions on this conflict, particularly sweeping across the world.

Security Council resolution 687 (1991) of 3 April 1991, as

well as resolution 833 (1993). We call on the parties The World Conference on Human Rights, held in
concerned to respect these provisions. We believe that thigionna last June, was of pivotal importance, allowing for a

.resolution. is a major asset in assuring security and stability, o firmation of human rights. If we can rightly be gratified
in the region. by the fact that this Conference recognized the right to
development as a fundamental human right to the disastrous

In Asia, we welcome the outcome of the conflict in economic situation in numerous regions of the world, and

Cambodia, where the United Nations undertook one of thearticularly in Africa, should remind us here of the need for

most ambitious and complex peace-keeping operations it hagl general awareness of the fact that human rights cannot

ever conducted. We congratulate the members of the Uniteflourish in a context of poverty and misery.

Nations Secretariat and the States that supplied various

contingents for the success of this operation, which allows In looking back over the economic situation, we note

that global economic activity in 1992 was characterized by
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a slow recovery, growing by only 1.1 per cent. This weakeconomy and its integration into a larger collective within
recovery is primarily the result of a moderate growth in thethe region and throughout the continent.
global production of the industrialized countries, as well as
a noticeable drop in the total production of those countries  The extension of the democratic process in Africa is
which formerly had planned economies. Unfortunately,evident. But it is also clear that there can be no democracy
these trends continued in 1993, and thus we are seeing a riﬁmhout economic deve|opment, nor genuine sustainable
in unemployment and the emergence of serious sociajevelopment without democracy. One of the primary
tensions throughout the world. conditions of this development for our countries is just
remuneration in primary commodities - mineral, mining and
These not very optimistic elements observed in theagricultural.
industrialized countries can only have negative consequences
for other countries, particularly those of the developing  Statistics show that Africa represents only 2 per cent of
world, among which the African countries remain the mostthe value of world trade, and that inter-African trade
vulnerable. represents only 5 per cent of the value of the region’s total
external trade. These data remind us once again of the
We can therefore hardly be surprised that in the laseconomic urgency for Africa to achieve genuine economic
United Nations Development Programme report on humaiintegration within the continent.
developmentin 173 countries, 41 of the 53 African countries
are among the 50 last countries in the classification. These |n West Africa, this exercise has already begun, in
pessimistic conclusions were reaffirmed in the reports of thgyarticular within the Economic Community of West African
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. States (ECOWAS), whose treaty has just been revised, and
above all within the West African Monetary Union
We are aware of the causes of this serious recessiofWAMU), with the upcoming establishment of the West
Aside from the drop in economic activities in numerousAfrican Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU).
industrialized countries, those causes are the collapse of
commodity prices - for minerals, mining and agriculture - From our point of view, such an exercise in structuring
and the subsequent exacerbation of the foreign-debt burdeghd harmonizing the institutional and legal framework of
on our economies, which in turn limits our investmenteconomic integration should be carried out and should
capability. Additional causes that should be noted are theapidly be extended to all regions of Africa in order to pave

general inadequacies in economic management as describgg way for the building of the African Common Market,
in the World Bank study entitled "The African Capacity- which we all so wish to see.
Building Initiative". All these factors taken together have

led to the present crisis in our countries, manifested above i is a1s0 appropriate to note the great hopes we place
all by a drastic drop in economic growth and an intolerabley, the establishment of the African Import-Export Bank,
rise in unemployment, particularly among our young peopl&ynase primary objectives will be to increase the level of
- the driving force of our countries. African exports and of inter-African trade. We should also
note the significant progress made in laying the groundwork
The image this brief sketch of the African economic for an expanded cooperation between our States in several
and social climate projects is hardly encouraging. In thegreas, such as those of business law, the insurance industry,

face of such a situation, we believe that prospects for seeingnd the establishment of a body for regional statistics.
the advocated solutions succeed lie primarily in a consistent

approach to them. We wish here particularly to emphasize the extremely

important role played in the area of financing by the African
Our States have had the political courage to embaripevelopment Bank in implementing the objectives of
upon deep-rooted economic reforms and our peoples havgtegration in Africa. We must hail the will this institution
progressively become aware of the need for the adjustmerfemonstrates in its efforts to establish positive correlations
effort. Thus in Cote d'lvoire, for several years now, we petween actions implemented within the framework of
have been implementing a set of measures of economitructural adjustment programmes and the objectives of
policy aimed at creating the conditions for economicregional economic integration. This step by the African
recovery. The stabilization phase of this process hapevelopment Bank affects the central elements of the

primarily tended towards putting our public finances on adevelopment strategies of African countries.
sounder footing, which is basic to the revival of our
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It goes without saying that such integration can besupport the development efforts of the African countries by
implemented only in an environment which is one of peacegranting them adequate financial resources and by helping
stability and security. We therefore welcomed the creationthem strengthen their scientific and technical capacities.
within the OAU and ECOWAS, of machinery for the
prevention, management and settlement of conflicts. Concerning the question of drugs and its financial

ramifications, the gravity of these issues requires that the

We must recognize that our efforts at regionalinternational community give them serious thought. The
integration will remain futile as long as the global economicmost recent studies of this phenomenon indicate that Africa
environment remains unfavourable and as long as ouhas become one of the major centres for this illegal traffic.
partners in the developed countries lack the necessarit the same time, we note that local consumption of hard
political will resolutely to tackle our countries’ problems in drugs, in particular heroin and cocaine, are notably
this interdependent world of solidarity. increasing in numerous African countries.

At a time when the marginalization of Africa is This represents, therefore, a global scourge against
increasing, we welcome the positive initiative of the which individual States are doomed from the outset, for the
Government of Japan to hold, several days from now irravages of drugs spare no continent and no country,
Tokyo, the International Conference on African regardless of how powerful they may be.

Development, which will allow the developed countries to
better grasp the specific problems of Africa. Africa is the weak link from which the international
drug trade profits. Thus, given the extreme vulnerability and

We must acknowledge, however, that any assistancthe precarious nature of the means available to the African
offered by the international community will be only a small continent to combat this danger, the international community
contribution, given the magnitude of the development needshould supply - specifically through the United Nations Drug
of the African continent. This assistance will be effective Control Programme, with which my country is fruitfully
only if consistent and lasting solutions are found to ourcooperating - the needed financial resources.
problems within the framework of an international
cooperation even further based on interdependence and Since the end of the bipolar war, history has speeded
solidarity, in particular in the areas of international trade,up. We are the privileged witnesses of political events of
foreign debt, the environment, the war on drugs, and thehe highest importance, events that will shape international
important question of raw materials, to avoid confining OUrrelations a|0ng the lines of a raggrochemamong nations
countries to the exclusive role of purveyors of raw materialsand will therefore contribute to the strengthening of peace
and allow them also, through the transformation of thesexnd global security, essential foundations for the building of
products, to become consumers in trade relations. a more just world order and one of greater solidarity.

More specifically, the Rio Conference, by adopting However, despite the dynamics of peace, which promise
Agenda 21, reached a consensus on the planetary levgktter tomorrows, we must admit that the ideas of peace and
concerning the need for immediate and bold internationakecurity can no longer be limited solely to the political field,
cooperation in the area of sustainable development and thgr the truth is that peace and security can be genuine only

environment. In applying Agenda 21, Cote d'Ivoire, for its if economic development and social progress are ensured for
part, has established regional environmental committees tg).

draw up its white book on the environment, which will help

it zero in on the objectives laid down in the Agenda. The effective globalization of the economy as well as

the ever-increasing interdependence of nations today requires
In this context, the elaboration of an international also an acceleration of history on the level of international
convention on the struggle against desertification is ofeconomic relations, for the world must become aware of the
critical importance for Africa, and we continue to place ourfact that there can be no lasting peace, no universal
hopes in the work of the Intergovernmental Negotiatingprosperity, if the greatest part of humankind is on the
Committee on that convention. sidelines of economic development and social well-being.

Ultimately, given the importance and complexity of the In such a context, therefore, the North-South dialogue
areas affecting the question of the environment, it ismust be reactivated with the goal of seeing that further
indispensable for the international community to openlymeans are established to eradicate underdevelopment and
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poverty, which today represent the greatest threat of our eravould stand only a limited chance of ever being actualized,
For peace does not coexist well with poverty, as Presiderut the down side would be to risk undermining the trust

Felix Houphouét-Boigny often says. invested by the public in our Organization.

The capability of the international community to grasp On the bright side, a number of recent developments
this danger and to find rapid and lasting solutions will have helped the United Nations in translating its basic vision
determine our joint survival. into reality. Breakthroughs have taken place in regional

conflicts which have been a thorn in the side of the
Mr. HANNIBALSSON (Iceland): Let me begin by international community for several decades. Governments

congratulating the President, on his election to his higthave increasingly come to recognize the growing threat to

office. | wish him every success and pledge to him the fullthe ecosystem of our planet. The protection of human rights
support of my delegation. is no longer seen as the exclusive domain of the nation

State. Last but not least, mankind has moved further away

It gives me pleasure to welcome the new MemberfOm the brink of nuclear Armageddon.

States which have joined the Organization since the

beginning of the forty-seventh session of the General Those are considerable accomplishments. But this is
Assembly - the new Member States of Andorra, Eritrea, thé1one the less hardly the time for members of the community
Czech Republic, Monaco, the Former Yugoslav Republic oPf nations to congratulate each other. There are regions of
Macedonia, and Slovakia. With 184 Member States - andhe world where terrifying carnage is still taking place before

even more prospective Members - our Organization is abl@ur very eyes. Deterioration of the environment, while

to claim for itself a higher degree of universality than ever.highly uneven in gravity and scope, is a long way from
being reversed. Human-rights abuses continue in many

In extending the reach of the United Nations, we servéPlaces on an appalling scale. And while the threat of a
the basic goals for which our Organization was brought intgVrldwide nuclear catastrophe may have passed, there is a

being; for the rule of law, freedom and the dignity and worthd@ngerous  proliferation of weapons of mass destruction,

of the human person are ideals common to all menPringing uncertainty and new instabilities in its wake. Now

irrespective of their cultural or geographical surroundings.S clearly the time to rise above these issues that divide our
But the simple reach of the United Nations must not pefssembly and to concentrate our efforts on dealing with

confused with its comprehensiveness as an institutionsUch challenges effectively.

Therefore, as we recommit ourselves to the basic objectives

inscribed in the United Nations Charter almost 50 years ago, ~ The landmark peace agreement recently signed between
we must also maintain the f|eX|b|||ty necessary to readjusformer adversaries in the Middle East should be a source of

our structures and working habits accordingly. encouragement to all nations. We are being reminded of the
ancient truth that where there is sufficient devotion and will

The question how to maintain the cohesiveness of th&MoNg the parties concerned, there is also a way to solve
United Nations amidst the myriad - and at times conflicting -€Ven the most intractable issues. My Government welcomes
demands being made of it presents itself nowadays with® historic accord between the State of Israel and the
particular force. Changes on the world stage have takeﬁ’alestm.e Liberation Organ.lzatlo'n. We hope that the mutual
place with almost dizzying speed in the last four years. Thd&cognition of the two parties will yield further agreements
most important of those changes, the passing of the colll! the region, paving the way for a comprehensive peace

war, has created new opportunities for the United NationS€ttlement.
and has raised expectations among the peoples of the world _ _ _ o _
at large. At the same time, the world itself has in many ~ While paying tribute to the vision and bravery of Israeli

ways become more unpredictable, placing serious obstacl@d Palestinian leaders, | take this opportunity to
on the path of long-term planning. congratulate the Government of Norway on its initiative in

bringing the ancient adversaries together at the same table,
there is a need to take @nd | also commend the Governments of the United States

To escape this quandary, . ; o :
balanced view of what the United Nations can and cannot b&nd Russia for their valuable mediation. It is now up to the
world community to provide the political support and the

expected to do. We must moderate ambition with reality. - i ]
We must not divorce the words we use from the actions wé&conomic aid for reconstruction so vitally needed to keep the
are willing to take. If we do, we may indeed succeed inProcess alive. The Nordic Governments, for their part, have

building a Platonic city in speech, a United Nations which
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already decided to participate fully in that endeavour. ThisCooperation in Europe (CSCE) in the implementation of
is a process which cannot be permitted to fail. Security Council resolutions with regard to the former
Yugoslavia.

The world community has recently withessed another
bold step forward, which, hopefully, also marks an important In Iceland’s view there is a need to develop these
contribution to international peace and stability. | amrelationships further. Suffice it to say that NATO’s
referring to the courageous statesmanship of the President ofadiness to employ military force for the relief of Sarajevo
the Russian Federation, Boris Yeltsin, in moving decisivelyand for the long-term implementation of the Geneva peace
towards democratic elections to Parliament. As the onlyplan would serve the interests of the international community
democratically elected representative of the Russian peopleand should therefore be welcomed and encouraged.
President Yeltsin deserves the vigorous support of the

outside world in carrying out his far-reaching programme of Two years ago we welcomed the three Baltic States,
reform. Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, as sovereign Members of the
United Nations. Since then the world community, and their
A different area offering a glimmer of hope is South European neighbours in particular, have reached out and
Africa. My Government welcomes recent progress towardoffered cooperation and help in the ongoing reconstruction
genuine democracy in South Africa, including the decisionof those Republics. The Baltic States have, for their part,
to hold free and fair elections next year. The internationademonstrated their willingness to live up to the highest
community should now speedily heed the call of Mr. Nelsonstandards of democratic societies.  They adhere to
Mandela, made from this podium last week, for the removainternational instruments and are members of organizations
of all economic sanctions, an action Iceland hopes will serveéhat are fully capable of monitoring their respect for
fully to normalize the status of South Africa in the international obligations in the field of human rights and
community of nations. Iceland, for its part, has alreadyfundamental freedoms. | should like to express my
abolished the embargo on trade with South Africa. Government’s hope that negotiations on the departure of all
foreign military forces from Estonia and Latvia will soon be
Sadly, we face continuation of the conflicts in the successfully concluded and a clear timetable established.
former Yugoslavia, not least the tragic situation prevailing in The recent departure of foreign forces from Lithuania should
Bosnia and Herzegovina. It serves to remind us that ethnig€t an example.
conflicts can no longer be regarded as the sole responsibility
of individual States. The inhumanity perpetrated oninnocent  Restoring the environment and attaining sustainable
civilians in Bosnia and Herzegovina and other formerglobal development are among the most challenging tasks
Yugoslav Republics has reached a point where thdacing the world community today. The outcome of the
international community must act, and decisively, with allUnited Nations Conference on Environment and
the resources provided for in the Charter of the UnitedDevelopment, held in Rio de Janeiro last year, has brought
Nations. My Government fully supports the negotiationsthose tasks into sharper focus. The subsequent establishment
sponsored by the United Nations and the Europeamf the Commission on Sustainable Development was an
Community, and looks forward to an early agreement andmportant step in facilitating international cooperation for the
implementation of the Geneva peace plan. The parties to theffective follow-up and implementation of the outcome of
conflict must be brought to realize that a solution can bethe Conference. However, declarations, strategies and action
found only through peaceful means. Iceland also attacheslans are only as good as their implementation. If the
importance to the effective functioning of the war crimescredibility of the United Nations in this area is to be
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. Those responsible formaintained in the wake of the Rio Conference, we must
atrocities must be brought to justice. make sure to obtain real action and results.

As the conflict in the former Yugoslavia has exposed The action programme contained in Agenda 21 of the
the present limitations of regional structures, the UnitedRio Conference provides a sound basis for our individual or
Nations has assumed responsibility for reintroducing peacpint activities aimed at sustainable development. It does
and stability in the area. Meanwhile, there are outstandingnot, however, cover all activities harmful to the environment,
examples of cooperation and coordination between théncluding pollution of the marine environment from
United Nations and other organizations, including the Northland-based activities and the depletion of marine living
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the Western Europeanresources in many parts of the world. While the programme
Union (WEU) and the Conference on Security andcontains important recommendations pertinent to these
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issues, the main responsibility for developing global action All nations have an obligation not only to protect and
to protect the marine environment and to conserve its livingpreserve the environment, but also to promote human rights
resources has been delegated to other forums, including tlend foster social and economic progress. The United
United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks andNations Conference on Human Rights held in Vienna last
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks. June was a world event of major significance. The results
of the Conference, especially when seen in the context of
Iceland has participated actively in that Conferenceimprovements in the international political climate in the
Together with Argentina, Canada, Chile and New Zealandiecent past, give us reason to hope for a more effective
Iceland has submitted a draft convention that seeks to de#inplementation of human rights and fundamental freedoms
on a global level with the conservation and rational€verywhere.
management of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory
fish stocks. Consistent with the United Nations Convention For the first time ever it appears that the majority of
on the Law of the Sea, the draft convention calls forcountries in the world now pledge allegiance to the
increased regional cooperation in the establishment oprinciples of democratic rule of law. Still, we are
conservation and management measures and elaboratmsnfronted with breaches of human rights all around the
mechanisms for the enforcement of agreed measures. Myorld. In the follow-up to the Conference on Human
Government will continue to work with all other interested Rights, we must address such breaches squarely and focus
Governments to achieve results at the next session of thattention on ensuring greater respect and accountability by
Conference, results acceptable to all fishing nations, botlovernments for the protection of human rights. This
distant-water States and coastal States. means, among other things, devoting more resources to this
field as a reflection of the political commitment of Member
As a nation overwhelmingly dependent on marine living States. Increased resources are required if the Centre for
resources, Iceland has supported efforts to establish driuman Rights is to be able to provide effective advisory
international regime to govern all aspects of the uses of théervices and human-rights monitoring. At the same time,
oceans. Iceland participated actively in the Third United!celand would like to support the establishment of the post
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea and ratified th@f high commissioner for human rights.
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1985.
Iceland believes that the Convention provides for a widely The determination of our countries to promote social
acceptable regime for the rational exploitation of the world’sprogress and better standards of life is an important
marine resources and establishes rules for a wide range cbmmitment embedded in the United Nations Charter.
uses for the seas, thereby reducing the potential for conflidiceland hopes that the world summit in 1995 will serve to
among States in this field. bring issues of social development into sharper focus and
highlight, in particular, the plight of the more than one

The Government of Iceland is greatly encouraged bypillion people living below the absolute poverty line.
the results of the most recent round of consultations, under
the auspices of the Secretary-General, directed at addressing In this connection, | would like to draw special
problems which have prevented certain industrializedattention to the growing problem of world population
countries from becoming parties to the Convention. We areontrol, which could have serious social, economic and
hopeful that at the next round agreement will be reached oenvironmental repercussions if not properly managed in the
the framework of negotiations which will enable the early decades ahead. Around 90 per cent of the predicted world
entry into force of the Convention with universal population growth between now and the end of the first
participation. quarter of the twenty-first century is expected to occur in the
developing countries, placing enormous new strains on their
As early as 1989 Iceland emphasized in this forum theesources. Against this background, the decision to convene
need for a new international instrument, an "Earth Charter"an international conference on population and development
which would define the responsibilities and rights of nationsin Cairo next year is to be welcomed.
with respect to the environment. My Government regrets
that an agreement on such a charter was not reached before To stimulate social development, we need, among other
the Rio Conference. We would therefore strongly supporthings, economic growth. The liberalization of world trade
transforming the Rio Declaration into an "Earth Charter"is the single most important vehicle for world economic
before the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations two growth. The growing importance of the General Agreement
years hence. on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) is clearly manifested in the
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flood of new accessions and the overriding importancesventually be succeeded by a comprehensive and verifiable
attached to the Uruguay Round by the Governments of théest ban.
world. Since the end of the cold war, GATT has achieved

an even greater role in international relations; countries in Peace-keeping operations are among the areas where
transition see it as a vital venue for their relations with eaCh:he Organization has enjoyed considerable success. The
other and for their integration into the world economy. Inresult is that Member States have placed increasing demands
the last few years political walls between cultures andon the Organization. However, the time has now come to
nations have been demolished. Trade barriers must nofeview the activities of the United Nations in this field. The
however, be allowed to replace iron curtains. goal must be to ensure that peace-keeping operations serve
the purpose for which they were intended and that their
Economic reform, the environment, job-creation andmandates are specific and more limited in time. In this
investment, to name but a few, are issues that affect and amnnection, the idea of a United Nations stand-by force that
affected by international trade. A successful conclusion ofwvould enable the United Nations to act swiftly when crises
the Uruguay Round, which now seems to be within reacharise should be carefully considered. The existence of such
would dramatically improve our ability to deal with those a force would enhance the credibility of and respect for the
problems through international cooperation and trade. AOrganization. Meanwhile, Member States must live up to
failure, on the other hand, would be a fatal blow to thetheir current obligations and pay their assessed contributions
multinational trading system and to GATT. Protectionismto peace-keeping operations in full and on time.
would again raise its ugly head and conflicts would erupt,
with disastrous consequences for the world economy. At the outset of my speech | referred to the need for
the United Nations to be responsive to change. Since the
GATT's business is therefore the world’'s business.last review of the membership of the Security Council took
The Uruguay Round represents a tremendous opportunity tolace, there has been a substantial increase in the number of
revitalize world trade. All countries stand to gain from this. States Members of the United Nations. At the same time the
The biggest gain will accrue to the developing countries andCouncil has, especially in recent years, increasingly assumed
to economies in transition. We who are gathered here at thihe role envisaged for it in the relevant provisions of the
General Assembly representing the citizens, our countriesCharter. The time is therefore ripe to review the Council's
consumers, cannot and must not allow special-interest groupaembership. The goal of such a review must be to make
to block the negotiations in the few strenuous final stepghe Council more representative and thus, indeed, more
needed to reach the goal before the end of this year. effective.

Issues of social and economic development, of human | would like to welcome initiatives taken recently to
rights and of environmental protection are part and parcel oftreamline the structure of the United Nations and to make
the notion of extended security, which we are all gettingits daily operations and management more effective. This is
accustomed to in the aftermath of the cold war. Armsnecessary in particular in order for the Organization to
control remains, however, a very important element ofregain the trust of its Member States. In this connection,
post-cold-war security. The success achieved in nuclear- arldeland favours the establishment of a permanent office of
conventional-arms control in recent years represents mspections and investigations and hopes that such an office
historical turning-point which must be exploited for the will help to ensure that allegations of fraud, waste and
long-term advancement of global peace and stability. Heregorruption are investigated expeditiously.
the United Nations is singularly well placed to assume a
more active role. This applies to both global perspectives  Now, more than ever, there is an opportunity for the
and support for regional initiatives. United Nations to adapt to the positive political

developments of the recent past and to revamp its structures

The systematic acquisition of nuclear warheads, ballistidrom within. Let us join forces in building a stronger United
missiles, and chemical and biological weapons by a numbeéxations, a United Nations which embodies the ideals of its
of States is a matter of serious concern to the internationdbunders and remains at the same time responsive to the
community. Non-proliferation should be given priority and basic needs of people everywhere.
efforts made to ensure that the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) is both universally Mr. SILVA CIMMA (Chile) (interpretation from
adhered to and |ndef|n|te|y extended. It is also to be hope@panish): | am particu|ar|y p|eased to Congratu|ate
that the present moratorium on nuclear testing will Ambassador Insanally on his election to the presidency of
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the General Assembly, which does honour to the Group ofeize the opportunity to take positive initiatives, without
Latin American and Caribbean States. We know that he hagrejudices, and come closer to the innermost reality of man.
long-standing close personal ties to Chile. This is why we are now striving to make progress in the
defence of universal humanitarian law. This concept is
It has been our lot to withess and to be a part of event:g']herent in the new vision of the world, and Chile comes
of far-reaching significance in the history of mankind. Theforward as its most resolute proponent. It is this concept
political, technological, economic and social changes thatvhich has led the "Blue Helmets" in the past three years to
have shaken the world over the past 10 years are beginnirigke on as many missions as they conducted between the end
to take root, and as they do so the enormous influence the§f the Second World War and the beginning of the 1990s.
have had on the establishment of new forms of beha\/iour-,rhe United Nations troops serve the invaluable objective of
new values and new institutional schemes is becomingeacemaking and rebuilding coexistence, a task which we
apparent. must perform if we are to meet adequately the need to strike
the proper balance between local sensitivity and global
The maintenance of democracy as the single paradigmensitivity.
has brought with it beneficial influences, although for some
the establishment of this system of coexistence has given The number of problems that are worldwide in scope
rise to upheavals which are not yet over. But we can affordias greatly increased. Whether through rigidity in the
a measure of realistic optimism if we fix our attention on application of the system or through shortcomings in the
other developments. The beginnings of an agreemeritystem itself, we are witnessing some tragic consequences.
between Palestinians and Israelis are a tangible example #fillions of human beings are suffering from poverty. Nor
this. Another is the awakening of South Africa to true is the tragedy confined to the poor nations. We are
democracy. The spirit of consensus that is beginning tdvitnessing a worldwide social crisis. It has left its mark on
spread throughout the world is a consequence of théhe developed countries as well. Social marginalization is a
democratic paradigm. Against this new backdrop, the€ality which has taken on truly disturbing dimensions
United Nations has a vital role to p|ay hitherto unknown in those latitudes.

At this juncture, then, there are grounds for optimism,  Chile’s present Government has always viewed
and we have a duty to be optimistic. For only in being€conomic development as inseparable from social
optimistic will we be able to overcome the reluctance ofdevelopment. We see the economy not as an end in itself,
some and the temptation of others to take refuge irPut as a means by which humanity can attain happiness.
fundamentalism. It is also imperative for us to take a firmThis is our objective, and this is what has led President
stand against a kind of rigidity of approach which is gainingPatricio Aylwin to assign the priority to dealing with what
ground in the world. This is the tendency to treat systemdve have termed the social debt. This term encompasses the
as if they were incontrovertible truths. It is the transfer of recognition that society as a whole must accord to the poor.
dogma to sciences that are not at all exact. And this ig'his idea has gained ground. As a result, the Chilean
happening at a time when advances in human knowledge af@itiative regarding the convening of a world summit for
demonstrating precisely that what is vital today is to opersocial development has been positively received. The

our minds to reason and to distance ourselves as far d8eeting, to be held at Copenhagen in 1995, will be a
possible from dogmatism. tangible demonstration of this concern on the part of the
United Nations.

We are living in a world which has ceased to be
foreign. No human reality is alien to us. No suffering is My country is confident that we will make every effort
remote. No triumph of intelligence is a private matter. Butnecessary to ensure that the Copenhagen meeting arrives at
globalization does not mean uniformity. What is more,appropriate and specific solutions. The environment is
without respect for differences, it would cease to have thdavourable, which makes us feel that we shall be able to
vigour it exhibits today. Its competitiveness would be lost,conclude the summit with an "agenda or programme for

and the concept of one world would inevitably find itself on People”, one essential element of which must be broader,
its deathbed. more effective and more united international cooperation.

This is the world in which we have to live and move, Today’s world poses questions which must be answered

a world plagued by disturbing yet, paradoxically, stimulatingWithout delay. Poverty, hunger and other social scourges are
contradictions. It is in such a world that we must strive toperceived as aberrations. Their eradication is the task of the
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international community as a whole. In this task, the United Still in the context of the protection of democracy, we
Nations will play a decisive role. It has the capacity to takecannot fail to mention that at the regional level too new
the leadership, which means channelling internationatircumstances have led to changes in the instruments
cooperation. available to the Organization of American States (OAS).
Clear evidence of this is the Santiago "Commitment to
Furthermore, we recognize that the United Nations haglemocracy and the renewal of the inter-American system"
a fundamental role to play in dealing with the relevantapproved at the General Assembly of the OAS held in the
issues. capital of Chile in 1991. This new approach has already
yielded results. The OAS has achieved successes that would

In the specific field of international peace and security,Previously have been impossible in the region - particularly
my country has repeatedly stressed its support for the actiol? the field of the protection of democracy and human rights.
taken by the Secretary-General, and Chile advocates the
strengthening of his role, particularly with respect to Of concern to us, together with steps in these two
preventive diplomacy. We hail his report "An Agenda for Sensitive areas, is decisive action for the protection of nature.
Peace" as a valuable and significant aid to Governmentgzurrently, Chile holds the chairmanship of the environment
We look forward with interest to the forthcoming publication commission established within the organization.
of an agenda for development, which we intend to consider
with the greatest enthusiasm. In addition, my country has joined in the effort to

combat drug trafficking. Accordingly, we support various

In the same spirit of Cooperation, we have Conveyed td'nitiatives aimed at drafting new Iegal instruments to combat
the Secretary-General suggestions regarding the benefits tH&is scourge effectively.
might derive from an increase in the number of members of
the Security Council. Because of the great importance of  Likewise - returning to the world scene - we attach
that body, any change that is proposed should reflect thepecial importance to the process of restructuring in the
very clear political will of the majority. | want to put great economic and social sector. This will raise the possibility of
emphasis on this point. We view the changes in the Securitgaving millions of human beings who are currently
Council as part of a wide-ranging exercise aimed atmarginalized, living in minimal security conditions. In our
strengthening the United Nations. No reform can be viableview, cooperation for development should become one of the
if its sole aim is to grant some degree of political most solid pillars of the international agenda for the twenty-
recognition to certain emerging Powers. The aim of oufrfirst century. We shall continue to put forward ideas and to
proposal is that appropriate account be taken of the newupport initiatives, in the Group of 77 and any other body,
international reality. At the same time, it seeks to reflect thethat will serve to advance the negotiations.
increase in the membership of the Organization since the last

time the Council was enlarged. President Aylwin’s Government has striven to make
international cooperation a reality. We have participated in

In our suggestions to the Secretary-General, we indicatgarious activities within the programme of technical

the need for the reform to result in a limited membership.cooperation between developing countries. Currently, we

This will enable us to ensure efficiency and to achieve outave projects in 43 countries, and 70 institutions from the

objectives of democratization. In this context, we feel thatpublic and private sectors are participating in them.

it is important that the various regions of the world be duly

represented. This will enable us to combine the idea of There is an active current of Cooperation with our

democratization with the balance that is essential. neighbours in Central America, the Caribbean and South
America. Also under way are projects that link us with
Regarding the right of veto, we agree with many Mexico. Similarly, we have programmes with the People’s
nations that this is not a democratic means ofRepublic of China, India, Indonesia and the Philippines.
decision-making. For this reason we wish to make it cleaiRecently, contacts have been established with African
that we are opposed to its being extended to new permanenbuntries and with South Pacific island territories. All of
members of the Council. In line with these ideas, Chile haghis forms part of a deliberate policy aimed at strengthening
raised the possibility of the Council’'s comprising permanentinks with the Latin American and Caribbean nations and at
members, permanent members without the right of vetogstablishing close ties with all developing countries.
regional members with an extended term, and non-permanent
members.
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An outstanding feature of the major changes takingSecretary-General of the United Nations to overcome these
place throughout the world is the important role beingproblems.
assumed by the Pacific basin in political, economic and
Strategic terms. Chile is a coastal State of that ocean, and Unquestionamy, however, in our view, any discussion
our identification with the basin is one of the most of peace is incomplete if it does not refer to the progress
innovative elements in the foreign policy being pursued bymade in relation to disarmament. The Convention on
President Aylwin. We have made a sustained effort tochemical weapons is a significant achievement. We trust
associate ourselves with the main agreements on cooperati@iiat the work initiated with a view to the signing of a
in the Pacific region. Since 1990, Chilean business has beagbmprehensive nuclear test-ban treaty will follow the same
participating actively in the Pacific Basin Economic Council, course.
and since 1991 Chile has been a full member of the Pacific

Economic Cooperation Council. We hope also to join the ¢ this forty-eighth session of the General Assembly, |
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Council, as we view this,ish priefly to evaluate the results Chile has achieved in

as an important means of promoting the liberalization ofsgne of the areas to which it attaches priority in the
regional and world-wide trade. In this effort we have oqtoration of democracy.

received valuable support from the States members of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations, and for this we are

Let me refer first to our reintegration into the
grateful.

international community. In the multilateral sphere, we can
, . . point to the generous support of our peers, which has
In another context, | cannot fail to take this opportunity ¢ napleq us to become members of the Economic and Social
to mention an issue that is of special significance to theqnil, the Commission on Human Rights, the International
developing world. | refer to the Uruguay Round of the | 5, commission and the Executive Council of the Food and
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). The pgricyiture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and
renewal of these negotiations provides some grounds fof, the election of our Ambassador to the United Nations,
hope. The so-called Dunkel text is very far from meeting j,an Somavia, as President of the Economic and Social

our legitimate aspirations, although it does constitute @ Majogyncil and Chairman of the Preparatory Committee of the
advance in the current situation. Unfortunately, nonethelessyor1q summit for Social Development.

it embodies a number of limitations on genuine freedom of

trade. In keeping with its mandate, President Aylwin’s

. ) ) Government sees human rights as another of the objectives
The most difficult issue in the Uruguay Round has beeny,ards which its actions are directed, both domestically and
trade in agricultural products, which, for the nations of Latin;, foreign policy. The latter aspect reflects a traditional
America -for developing countries in general - is of vital position of our country: that of encouraging respect for
importance. Hence our lively interest in what is happeningiemational law and promoting peace and justice. At the
in .GA_TT. _Insistence on intransigent po_sitions, which ¢ame time, however, it is the least we can do by way of
objectively impede world trade, creates insurmountablgg inrocating the enormous solidarity the international
barriers to development - a situation to which we cannot,qmmuynity has extended to the Chilean people at the most
remain indifferent. difficult moment in its history.

Chile has fully discharged its commitment to the It will be the task of the General Assembly at this
collective security system. We regard this United NationSgeggion to begin the implementation of the agreements
initiative as highly appropriate in the current international contained in the Plan of Action adopted at the second World

situation. My country has participated in a number of - ntarence on Human Rights, held in Vienna at the
peace-keeping operations. It has sent military observers tBeginning of this year.

the Middle East and to the frontier between India and
Pakistan; police officers to El Salvador; air force personnel

to Kuwait: and army personnel to Cambodia, Along with its re-emergence on the international scene

and its protection of human rights and democracy, Chile has

] ) o set itself the goal of working for effective regional
In discussing this issue, we cannot overlook theintegration.

financing difficulties that peace-keeping operations are

facing.  We support the steps being taken by the Here, too, we can point to major achievements. Our

relations with our Latin American and Caribbean brothers
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could not be better. Agreements that have already beemore human and the wisdom not to repeat the mistakes of
signed and various others that are in the drafting stage the past.
some 220 agreements and treaties in four years - bear
witness to this fact. Members of the Assembly, my good wishes go with
you.

To that same end, we have worked for the
strengthening of the Rio Group; we currently have the Mr. ABDOU BOLOCK ABDOU (Djibouti)
honour to be coordinating its temporary secretariat. Thalinterpretation from French) | wish to take this opportunity
institution is the embodiment of a modern approach toto congratulate Ambassador Insanally on his election to the
international relations. It embodies the will of the region in presidency of the General Assemb|y at its forty_e|ghth
its relations with individual countries or groups of COUﬂtrieSSession_ | am confident that his great experience and

outside the region. This forum for political consensuswisdom will guarantee the success of this session.
already has significant achievements to its credit on various

levels. Moreover, it is a clear demonstration of what we can | wish also to pay a tribute to the President of the forty-

aspire to if we manifest imagination, political openness andse, ent session, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria,

realism. Mr. Stoyan Ganev, for his significant achievements and his

constant, unfailing commitment to the work of the
Special mention needs to be made of the understandingssembly.

we have reached with our neighbours. The understanding,
generosity and vision of the future exhibited by the Heads of Let me pay a well-deserved tribute also to His

State of Argentina, Bolivia, Peru and Chile have allowed usg, cejlency Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, a man ready to face
to settle issues which in some cases had been dragging gpy challenge and an ardent champion of human rights, for
for more than a century. While respecting our respectiVeng masterly and enlightened way in which he is heading the

traditions and abiding by the inviolable principles of gocretariat of the Organization. My country appreciates the
international law, including non-intervention and the sanctitysaless efforts of the office of the Secretary-General as it

of treaties as the source of rlghts, we have nevertheles&rives to keep the peace throughout the world.
understood that, as the twenty-first century approaches, it

will be useful to exchange ideas about our national

L . . | take great pleasure in welcoming the States that have
aspirations, inasmuch as they promote the maintenance of . X X
peace. Just become Members of the United Nations, particularly

Eritrea, which by dint of courage, self-denial and sacrifice

, ) has regained its dignity and its place in the great family of
It is a great honour for me to be addressing theindependent States.

forty-eighth session of the General Assembly. The four
years | have represented Chile in this important forum,

whether accompanying President Aylwin or personally, have . The opening of anew session of the General Assembly
been an enriching experience. gives us an opportunity to share our thoughts on important

world events and to mark a line of collective conduct in
Lo . human affairs. The most striking trend over the past few
_ The period in which we have the good fortune t0 beyaars gne which has borne fruit, is that of the protection of
living demands increasingly dynamic and effective,man rights vis-a-vis the State. This ideology of human
responses. The world is moving towards a new StruCtUrgignis and minority rights has been decisive: today, evils
which will undoubt.edl_y afford us the possibility of.movmg that had plagued the international community have
ever closer to satisfying the needs of human beings. isappeared or are disappearing, for example the seemingly
whether we can make this a reality will depend on the, hridgeable ideological gap between East and West, the
intelligence with which we confront the future. situation in South Africa, and the Arab-Israeli conflict.

| have every confidence in the rich sap that nourishes Entire regions see the possibility of releasing significant

this. spreading tree,' which 'shelters us all. The Unitepte|ectual and material resources which were once devoted
Nations has before it a glorious future in working for the ; preparing for conflict but which now can be used to
cause of peace. But that future will be possible only if wegiapiish genuine, welcome peace.

demonstrate the imagination to be bold, the knowledge to
move ahead, the love to understand that to strive for the
common good is always a viable option, the solidarity to be
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We must hail the courage of visionary leaders who,were so great that satellite countries were often employed as
fighting against the current, have dared to challenge thosmtermediaries in the settlement of accounts. As a result,
who saw security concerns as the only political wisdom andnternal conflicts were promptly nipped in the bud. Today,
to blaze new trails for their peoples and for the world. the concept of two blocs is no longer valid, and

conflagrations are breaking out almost everywhere.

The sight of the Chairman of the Palestine LiberationUnfortunately, the task of dealing with these hotbeds of
Organization and the Prime Minister of Israel Signing theirCOﬂfliCt has fallen to the United Nations, and, as a result, all
historic agreement in Washington, D.C., and shaking handgations must now participate in one way or another in the
with each other has been for many of us a source of hopeictivities of the Organization.
inspiration and the will to persevere. They deserve our
praise for having recognized each other and engaged in We are convinced that there are other ways of halting
dialogue, thereby taking the first step down the long roadhe renewed outbreak of such conflicts than through a
that we must now follow to arrive at a viable and lasting systematic recourse to force. Naturally, violations of
peace. international law and human values and the ever-increasing

contempt for human life are of central concern to the

That courageous decision shows all those who refuse tthternational community. However, we must recognize that
speak save through the voices of their guns that it is stilthe United Nations is suffering from inadequate structures,
possible to break free from the grip of hatred and denial ofrom poor organization and from a lack of financing, as well
each other's existence.The process that has been set & from a personnel shortage that renders it impotent to deal
motion in the search for a comprehensive and lastingVith such situations. Itis therefore vitally important that the
settlement must of necessity be based on Security CounciPrganization be provided with the financial and human
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). It deserves the fulfesources it needs to remedy its shortcomings.
political and financial support of the international
community. My Government believes that the United Nations should

have its own volunteer rapid-deployment force under

In an equaiiy expiosi\/e context, the white minority Security Council control and the command of the Secretary-
regime of South Africa has embarked on a process ofseneral, prepared to be deployed at any time in hotbeds of
poiiticai reform by Signing an agreement for pro\/isionai tension, for we are Constantly being made aware that the best
power Sharing with the country’s black maiority_ That method of dealing with conflicts is to prevent them. We
crucial measure will have a lasting effect on the politicalPbelieve in preventive diplomacy. Such a force should be

stability, economic progress and prosperity both of thafrained and armed for limited and defensive actions and
country and the entire region. provided with a logistical support capable of dealing with

any eventuality.

This development represents a threat to the extremist
and intransigent minorities, which threaten chaos and  However, we are aware of the difficulties such a force
anarchy if their demands are not met. However, we aravould face. The principle of humanitarian intervention
convinced that the Government of South Africa and theWOU'd conflict with the notion of State Sovereignty, but at
African National Congress, acting in a spirit of openness andhe present juncture the United Nations is still the only
Compromise’ will oppose any concession or half measuréva”ab'e "fire department," if | may use that term. Itis thus
that might jeopardize the long march towards a multiracialhigh time that its finances were put in order, even if that
and egalitarian society. In that connection, we support th&€ntailed granting it the power to seek access to other sources
appeal made by Mr. Mandela that the economic sanction8f financing, while reinforcing integrity and austerity through
imposed upon his country be lifted to facilitate the transitionthe establishment of a general inspection body.
to democratic rule.

Apart from those financial questions, we believe that

Unfortunately, South Africa is not the only battlefield the United Nations system also needs reform. The Security
for extremists. We must recognize that Mozambique,CounC” should be expanded by the addition of a permanent
Somalia, Boshia and Angola, to mention but a few, are stillmember for each region, thus modifying the monopoly on
the victims of fratricidal conflicts. What we are witnessing the right of the veto. Indeed, the United Nations must be
is a phenomenon that was long contained and suppressed Bgrceived as an international body that expresses the
the antagonisms that existed between the two power blocgoncerns of every sovereign country and in which
during the cold-war period, when super-Power pressurefansparency and globalization prevail.
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All of those questions arise each time the Organizatiorthe worst violations of basic human rights have merely given
intervenes in a given conflict. In Somalia, in Angola, in rise to expressions of indignation or verbal condemnations,
Mozambique, the Organization has suffered from its inabilityapart from a few resolutions that have remained a dead letter
to mobilize the military personnel required for the scheduledwhile extortions and "ethnic cleansing" continue, in defiance
period, to such an extent that its mission finds itself at aof international law.
standstill. In Angola a tragic situation exists owing to the
Organization’s inability to disarm the combatants. In addition, the excessive delay in setting up the War
Fortunately, in Mozambique a spirit of compromise hasTribunal has only aggravated the morbid passivity of the
prevailed over deadly passions. As for Somalia, the Uniteghternational community. Nevertheless, we are hopeful that
States initiative under the auspices of the Unified Task Forcgnat Tribunal will soon begin to hold sessions, with the
has made it possible to avoid an Unprecedented disaster. personneL powers, funding and Cooperation of Member

States that will be vital to its effective operation. We are

The United Nations experience in Somalia is far from stressing this point because we deplore the policy of double
the negative one it is casually described as being. A missiogtandards being pursued by the United Nations, a policy that
designed to ensure a safe environment and the distributicallows the criminals in Bosnia to operate with impunity
of humanitarian aid has achieved remarkable progressvhile mercilessly pursuing others elsewhere in the world.
Hunger exists only in a few remote areas, violence isThis unquestionably discredits United Nations activities and
sporadic and limited but controlled. Training centres andexposes collective security to the insatiable appetites of
hospitals have been opened, and there are signs that busineggressors and warlords of all kinds.
is beginning to pick up. Political reconciliation meetings
have been held by the clan leaders in various parts of the = When resolutions are adopted, the United Nations must
country, and the creation of a basic pO”tiC&' framework, thE‘ensure that they are respected and Comp“ed with, or
district council, is well under way. We can confidently look “collective security” will come to mean "selective security".
forward to the groundroots development of the regional
council that will elect future political leaders. Somalians are Unfortunately, ethnic and community conflicts are not
participating to a greater degree in the development procesfie only threats to world peace. The poverty of the
of planning, identifying and setting priorities. countries of the third world, compounded by artificial

borders inherited from the colonial era, constitutes another

We believe that the police services and judicial systentatalyst for conflict, because this completely misguided
that will soon be re-established will be Capable of assuming;arve-up created territorial entities that are Scarce|y
a large part of the responsibilities for the maintenance okconomically viable. These countries, once buffer States for
order and security in Somalia. the super-Powers, have become veritable arsenals, and, with

the added element of poverty, the regimes in power thus

As a result, we would reiterate our appeal to donors taend to opt more often for force than for reason.
fulfil the financial commitments they have made to the
Organization, because the complete success of the United |n the face of so many constraints, building a
Nations Operation in Somalia Il (UNOSOM II) will depend prosperous and harmonious nation with a common identity
on it. Should they fail to do so, the procrastinations andand inspired by the values and principles of democracy has
failings of UNOSOM Il will be a great encouragement to the peen a daunting challenge. Many developing countries
so-called warlords, skilled as they are in clan violence, an@&mbroiled in internal strife and turmoil have become bogged
destroy any chance of the development of democracy angdown in chaos, leading to the disintegration of the State.
the rule of law. Hence, populations fleeing these regions invade such

countries as Djibouti, which is currently groaning under the

We would also recall that in its initial desire to bring burden of 130,000 refugees, equivalent to 23 per cent of its
about the prompt restoration of political structures thepopulation.

Organization agreed to work with the elements that were

available, which gave the Somali "hawks" an exaggerated  \We bear this immense burden nevertheless, because, in
idea of their own importance. It is vital that such detractorsthe end, the only driving force of the great global village
be stripped of their ability to do harm, so that truethat the world has become is interdependence. Thus,
democracy can be established. In our opinion, that is th@ssistance to developing countries should be increased, as
only way to avoid getting stuck in a rut of passivity, as hasshould the provision of skills and technology through
occurred in the United Nations experience in Bosnia, whergnyltilateral cooperation.  Furthermore, we believe that
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regional economic integration is the basis for continuingbecause Dijibouti will strengthen its nation by discouraging
progress and lasting prosperity. violence.

With the emergence of important regional economic Such are the road taken and the commitment made by
blocs, our countries are threatened with marginalization. Irthe Republic of Djibouti to preserve and strengthen peace at
the context of economic stagnation, the great hope born diome and throughout the world.
the end of the cold war has gone up in smoke. We are still
awaiting the extra resources that might have been allocated  Mr. SERREQI (Albania): | deem it a special pleasure
to development. Worse still, the commitment of developedand honour to extend my cordial congratulations to the
countries to contribute 0.7 per cent of their gross nationapresident on his election to preside over the General
produ¢ - a modest goal set by the United Nations for Assembly at its forty-eighth session. | also wish to express
development aid - has been met by only two countries. Theny high esteem for the excellent way in which the former
others have barely managed to achieve 0.2 per cent at th®esident, Mr. Ganev, presided over the proceedings of the
most. forty-seventh session of the General Assembly.

Despite a difficult and sometimes chaotic situation, @~ May | hail the Secretary-General of the United Nations,

number of developing countries have made substantialir, Boutros Boutros-Ghali, and in particular for his dynamic
progress and present the necessary conditions to benefit fropgle and valuable personal contribution.

significant and ongoing assistance, while others are regarded

as insolvent by international lending institutions. The Albanian delegation takes this opportunity to greet

. ' ' the six newest Member States. In particular, we welcome
It is obvious that we desperately need increasednhe presence here of our neighbour, the Former Yugoslav
multilateral and bilateral aid to enable us to meet ourRepublic of Macedonia, whose stability, territorial integrity

budgetary and investment needs because our private sourcgsd international recognition are of great importance for
of investment have dwindled. To this gloomy picture we stability in the Balkans.

must add the misappropriation of aid or mismanagement of

It. Nevertheless, many countries have committed  gjce the last session of the General Assembly we have
themselves to economic reform and structural readjustmeng, o, many important events. We have witnessed the

which require increased aid, especially from the international,,yeavours of peoples for progress, prosperity, harmony and

financial institutions. understanding, peace and cooperation, as well as for
survival. The end of the cold war paved the way for the
My country, responding to the rapid developmentsattainment of the peoples’ denied aspirations to
taking place in international trade and navigation - the baseself-determination and national identity, democracy and
of our economy - has revamped its port facilities, financialequality. It brought their national and spiritual assets closer
services and communication networks. to each other and enhanced their endeavours to occupy their
rightful place in the list of civilized nations of the world.
Anxious not to sail against what has been called the
wind of democracy, we have undertaken political reforms,  But these endeavours were also accompanied by crises
elections have been held and a new Constitution has be%d conflicts, which have grown and are now among our
adopted defining and guaranteeing individual rights. most serious challenges. We hail with the greatest pleasure
today the impressive progress made by Israel and the PLO,
Despite a very hostile and very unstable regionalas manifested in the historic agreement to put an end to
environment, Djibouti has always been an island of stabilityyears and years of hostility. This remarkable achievement
and a safe haven. The ill effects of the deep turmoil in ouris the best proof that if willingness is shown by all parties,
region have considerably weakened the Republic of Djiboutia suitable and acceptable solution can always be found. This
and the deployment of enormous quantities of armaments irs the right moment to recall the worthy contribution made
the region has not helped to maintain a peaceful climate andy the major actors in world diplomacy to this end and
environment. express our conviction that with such a commitment they
will continue to deal with other similar crucial questions.
Thus, the Republic of Djibouti will come to have its
own share of political troubles, a natural extension of At last year's session of the General Assembly the
regional instability. But these troubles will be contained, Albanian delegation had the pleasure to declare in this Hall
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the victory of the democratic forces and their commitment Application of a strict monetary policy has reduced

to Albania’s reintegration into the community of democratic inflation from a monthly rate of 15 per cent in 1992 to 0.9

and civilized nations. Today, from the same rostrum, | haveper cent in March 1993. Since August of last year, the
the honour and the obligation to state that my country’sAlbanian currency has shown a fairly fixed exchange rate in
democratic transformation has been successful, embracing atlation to hard currencies, and the budgetary deficit has
fields and spheres of human activity. This transformationbeen reduced significantly. As result of the massive
has once and for all determined the direction in whichprivatization of agricultural land, production has increased by
Albanian society will go, and it is forging ahead fast. After 25 per cent.

more than a year of such government, Albania has taken big

steps in the setting up of qualitatively new political and It is only natural that at this time Albania has to cope
social structures and institutions, as well as in thenot only with the difficulties of transition and world
observation and legal guarantee of the rights and freedomsconomic recession, but with those caused by the long war
of individuals. in Bosnia and Herzegovina and other complex political
developments in the region, which negatively affect our
We can truly speak now of an overall democratic efforts to restore our ruined economy and hinder the
restructuring of Albanian society. Our goal is to consolidatepromotion of the democratic process not only in Albania but
the constitutional democratic political order by setting upin the entire Balkan region. We consider the creation of a
democratic institutions with a view to taking action on democratic space and a climate of peace, security and
various political subjects and non-governmental organizationstability in the former Yugoslavia and all over the Balkans
with a view to guaranteeing participation by all citizens into be factors of decisive importance for the future of this
the running of the country. Albania is being led by peopleregion, which has been overburdened with so many conflicts.
possessed of new aspirations, ideologies and ideas. Th&¥e are resolved to contribute constructively to the
Government and its programme enjoy general approvakstablishment of such a democratic space of peace,
which ensures political stability at home. understanding and cooperation among the Balkan countries.

Making headway in Albania along with general The priority of Albanian foreign policy is the creation
democratic reform is economic reform, aimed at a totalof favourable conditions for the democratic transformation
restructuring of a closed and inefficient economy on the pattand total revival of the country. We see the solution of all
to a free and open market economy. This restructuring i®ur problems precisely in the creation of this democratic
difficult and truly painful, given the conditions of a country space in the Balkans and the full incorporation of this region
that had known no reform or any kind of cooperation. Thein the European process of integration. In this context,
economic recession the world is experiencing today has Albania’s permanent political goal remains step-by-step and
considerable bearing on the outcome of reform in Albaniaoverall integration in Europe by encouraging parallel
Furthermore, the strict implementation of United Nationscooperation with the European collective economic, political
sanctions, and the considerable economic losses consequeamd security forums and structures. Reliable guarantees of
upon it, have influenced the rhythm of Albania’s economicaccelerated integration are advanced demaocratic legislation
recovery. To be successful, Albanian economic policy alsavorked out in compliance with European standards and the
counts on assistance and cooperation through programmesiostitutional restructuring of State administration and local
such important world economic institutions as thegovernment, along with total privatization of the economy
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and theand the general encouragement of local and foreign private
European Community, and on specific programmes of aidnitiative and activity in Albania. Reference should also be
and cooperation with member countries of that Communitymade at this point to direct assistance from an important
and a number of other States. Albania has surpassed tlierum of European democracy, the Council of Europe.
stage of emergency aid and is working intensively to carry

out capital-producing projects, in which an important role is  Albania regards the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
also played by United Nations agencies such as the Unitegs an institution of effective vitality, which is indispensable
Nations Development Programme and the United Nationso organized concrete inter-State cooperation towards a real
Children’s Fund. In spite of the fact that the Governmentcollective security system in Europe and the entire
has been in power for only a short time, positive results argyro-Atlantic area. Our relations with this important
evident. political and military organization for security in Europe are
intended to constantly enhance cooperation towards full
integration in its structures. In close cooperation with other



Forty-eighth session - 27 September 1993 45

Euro-Atlantic institutions, the Conference on Security andtransformation of the country, they have access to real
Co-operation in Europe and the North Atlantic Cooperationrepresentation in all socio-political structures, at State and
Council also have a very important role to play in local levels of administration. Their situation in economic
safeguarding peace, not only through confidence-building@nd social domains will improve hand in hand with that of
measures and increased understanding among thbe rest of the population.
participating states, but also in the prevention of conflicts
and the peaceful settlement of disputes. We are confident  The end of the cold war freed mankind from the fear of
that only a common security policy is conducive to a climateglobal confrontation, even though peace and security are still
of mutual confidence, capable of coping with new seriously threatened by a number of regional conflicts. In
challenges. Through the position we have expressed at theggme regions of the world, the actions and practices of some
forums, Albania has proved that it consistently abides by thisstates where totalitarian and ultranationalist regimes are in
assessment. power run counter to the aspirations and endeavours of the
peace-loving international community. More than 30 armed
The protection and observance of human rights, one o€onflicts, accompanied by savage crimes and great suffering
the fundamental issues of the new world democratic ordefor the civilian population, are currently ablaze in various
today, are closely linked with stable development,regions of the world. These conflicts, which are a flagrant
democratic transformation, political stability and internationalviolation of human rights and which are attended by all the
security, especially of the underdeveloped and turbuleninevitable consequences, have seriously shocked mankind.
regions of the world. Human rights are indissolubly
interwoven with the aspirations of mankind to well-being The conflict in the former Yugoslavia, especially in
and socio-economic and political progress, freedom anosnia and Herzegovina, which is the bloodiest and most
democracy. It is imperative for all members of the dangerous conflict known in Europe since the Second World
international community at present to commit themselves\yar, has not yet found a stable solution. The monstrous
according to their respective domestic conditions, to jointmassacres carried out against the innocent civilian
efforts to translate these aspirations into reality for the sak@opulation, “ethnic cleansing” - that barbaric form of
of a civilized and advanced world. The Albanian people,genocide - and all the other inhuman acts associated with
who will never forget the high price paid during half a this conflict have once more testified to the fact that it is
century of brutal dictatorship, attaches a high value to humafmpossible to reform totalitarian and ultra-nationalist
rights and political and civil freedoms. In compliance with societies. This conflict is a challenge to civilized Europe, to
this assessment, our Government considers support f@he conscience and humanitarian sentiments and passions of
democracy and human rights to be the guide of its politicathe whole of peace-loving mankind. That is why a firm
orientation. It is determined to build a modern State and &ollective answer from mankind is required. We have seen
civilized society, based on respect for the human rights of althat the imposition of sanctions, despite the effect on the
strata of the population without exception or diSCfiminatiOﬂ.Serbian economy, was not the 0n|y or the most effective
Albania has adhered to two basic United Nations pacts omeans to put an end to the war and restore peace. This is
human rights and is making preparations to adhere to Because the practical commitment of some countries did not
series of other conventions. Not long ago, for the first timematch their verbal statements in support of the sanctions.
in the history of the country, the Albanian ParliamentThat is why sanctions failed to paralyse and seriously
endorsed the Constitutional Law on Fundamental RIghtS andamage the Serbian war machine. Time has proved that the

Freedoms, thereby testifying to our determination to puisanctions needed to be accompanied by other, simultaneous,
human rights at the forefront of the stable foundations of theneasures of pressure.

new Albanian democratic society we are building.

_ o . We think that a convincing example should be set for
We consider respect for minority rights to be an everybody, demonstrating that the reaction and the stand of
important and indivisible aspect of human rights. Albania’sthe United Nations will always be the same in cases of
policy in this field rests on the principles of full equality and aggression. It is the Organization’s duty to use all means at
non-discrimination, the creation of a broad democratic spacgg disposal to implement the principles of the Charter, to

so that persons belonging to national minorities can assefhake peace, and to fulfil the hopes of mankind.
their own national identity, and the creation of a climate of

exemplary trust and coexistence. Minorities are an integral
part of the political, social and economic life of Albania; as
protagonists of the democratic development

But we understand that the United Nations sanctions, as
the only means based on the world community’s consensus,
andyi|l continue to be applied, putting the necessary pressure on
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the Belgrade authorities until a final solution of the whole The choice is clear: if we want people to believe in the
Yugoslav crisis is found, including an overall improvementnew world order, we must create all the legitimate
of the situation in Kosovo. international conditions needed to realize and defend their
aspirations, by setting up an entirely new type of system of
The Yugoslav crisis is multidimensional and United Nations protection for defenceless countries and
complicated because of many interlacing factors andP€oples.
interests. It is evident that its most tragic and bloodiest
manifestation is the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, As to the national question of the Albanians, we see its
which for more than a year has been the centre of theolution in the creation in the former Yugoslavia and all
attention and the efforts of public opinion and of the over the Balkans of a broad democratic space that would
diplomacy of the major Powers of the world. | would like allow freedom of communication and freedom of movement
to stress that my country has condemned the Serbiaamong the more than 7 million Albanians who live, in
aggression, and has hailed and unreservedly supported all therritorial continuity, in that space. We are against territorial
endeavours of the international community to establish peacagmentation and division, and the hermetic sealing of a
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Republic of Albania will single people within the borders of neighbouring countries.
support any solution to the Bosnian conflict which is based
on a free and fair agreement. Solutions which Iegalize | believe that | am also expressing the Opinion of many
territorial annexation and "ethnic cleansing” at the expense@ountries represented here when | say that the outbreak of a
of other peoples such as the Muslim population in Bosnigonflict in Kosovo would be the start of a great tragedy.
can hardly be heralds of peace. Albania expresses its profound gratitude to the international
community for all the efforts it has made to prevent a
Moreover, we would like to remind this important spillover of the conflict to Kosovo and to support the denied
international forum that the other aspects of the Yugoslavights of the Albanian people there. | also express my
crisis should not be neglected either, for these could havgratitude to the United Nations, which has clearly warned
consequences of tragic proportions not only within thethat any warlike act by Serbia in Kosovo will pose a threat
former Yugoslavia but also in the Balkans and beyond. to international peace and security. We highly appreciate
this support and call for a serious commitment by the
In that light, | would like to point out that the Albanian international community to take all the necessary urgent
factor in the former Yugoslavia, especially the Kosovo issuemeasures to prevent the Bosnian tragedy from recurring in
is of a crucial importance to finding an equitable and lastingkosovo.
solution to the crisis. Therefore, we insist that this problem
has to be properly addressed. |If, in assessing this factor, Albania has long made it clear that placing Kosovo
there is insistence on the rigid position that Kosovo is anunder the control and protection of the United Nations is the
integral part of Serbia, that it is annexed to Serbia and thabnly guaranteed way of preventing conflict and discouraging
the Albanian people in the former Yugoslavia are a minority,the silent "ethnic cleansing” that Serbia is practising there.
then nothing will be achieved, but the idea of creating alt would also create a favourable climate for dialogue
"Greater Serbia" will be reconfirmed and legalized at thebetween the legitimate Albanian representatives of Kosovo
expense of other peoples. and the Serbian authorities on the political status of the
province and on any other issue linked with the question of
We think that the breakup of the former Yugoslavia - succession to the former Yugoslavia.
which was also the cause of what is now called the
Yugoslav crisis - puts the issue of succession in the former  Therefore, we reiterate our stand that only the United
Yugoslav federation in an entirely new light: it brings up Nations, and primarily the Security Council, should
the question of considering the peoples’ right of expeditiously take the necessary measures to prevent conflict
self-determination, and the expression of their free will as tan that region.
their political status. If this means war, as some people
think, then it is up to the United Nations and the Security At a time when the concept of using peace-keeping
Council to intervene and guarantee respect for the principlefprces prior to a conflict has been consolidated in theory and
of the Charter. We flrmly maintain that no forcible Change has been put into practice, preventive dep|0yment is fu||y
of borders or territorial gains through aggression and "ethnigstified in the case of Kosovo, because of the threat that the
cleansing” will be recognized. outbreak of an intra-Balkan armed conflict would pose to
international peace and security.
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We are profoundly concerned about the issue of

We see the United Nations also as the primary

Kosovo and the grave situation created there since thmstitution responsible for the collective safeguarding of
elimination of its autonomy in 1989 and its complete peace and security in the new era. Albania will render
annexation and subjection to Serbian military and policeunreserved support to all initiatives aimed at enhancing the
authority, and we call for proper attention to the fact that aefficiency of this universal Organization.

peaceful settlement of the Yugoslav crisis should cover the
entire space of the former Yugoslavia and all its aspects and
problems. Any partial settlement without the necessary
international safeguards would be unstable and would not do
away with the germs of new conflicts.

To sum up, | would like to reiterate that the Republic
of Albania sees in the United Nations an organization
capable of implementing the principles of its Charter and
coping with all the challenges that result from the dynamic
developments of our time, especially serious problems in the
fields of security, disarmament, sustainable socio-economic
development, environment and so on.

The meeting rose at 8.45 p.m.



