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President Mr. INSANALLY now like to reiterate my gratitude for his competent
(Guyana) presidency.

The cold war may be over, but its death-knell
reverberates around the globe. The comforting ideological
certainties of super-Power confrontation are long gone.
What have we to replace them? The new world order, with

The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued) its promise of peace through collective security, has come
upon a baptism of fire. And still it would appear that no
GENERAL DEBATE common frame of reference, no new consensus, no global

ethic, has emerged.
ADDRESS BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE
EL-HASSAN BIN TALAL, CROWN PRINCE OF As we enter the new millennium, we see the human
THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN spirit under siege as never before. Across the world, the
voices of millions cry out in desperation for relief, for
The PRESIDENT. The Assembly will first hear a guidance. If we, the peoples of the United Nations, are to
statement by the Crown Prince of the Hashemite Kingdonbe true to our humanity, we must reappraise this situation
of Jordan. that is of our own making. We must learn its lessons, no
matter how hard, and we must apply them. It is our task

His Royal Highness Prince El-Hassan Bin Talal, today, and in the days to come, to fashion principles and

Crown Prince of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, was Practices for a truly new world order. In all fields of human
escorted to the rostrum. endeavour, we need a new ethic for a new era.

The PRESIDENT: | have pleasure in welcoming the The balance of world power politics has given way.
Crown Prince of Jordan, His Royal Highness PrinceEthnic nationalism has re-emerged, a phenomenon in which

El-Hassan Bin Talal, and inviting him to address the Generalh€ unifying bond of common citizenship is replaced by
Assembly. racial or religious exclusivity. As a consequence, we face a

series of apparently endless wars of attrition, fought to
Prince EL-HASSAN BIN TALAL: | should like at the S€cure the domination of one ethnic nationalism over
outset to extend to you, Mr. President, my Sincereanother. This trend must b_e reverseo_i if our Worl_d is to be
congratulations on your well-deserved election. | should ”kemade safe from the spreading contagion of conflict.
to wish you and the other members of the General

Committee success in the discharge of your important duties.  Many over the years have thought it impossible, but the
| had a chance to congratulate the President of the Assemblyliddle East is bucking this alarming trend. The signing on

at its last session when | saw him in Amman, and | Shou|d13 September of the Palestinian-Israeli declaration of
principles represents a significant step towards the
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achievement of a negotiated settlement in our troubledeek modalities for their resolution with the relevant parties
region. through our agenda.

On the Jordanian-Israeli track, a common agenda, The refugee question is of paramount importance. It
which has been carefully worked out over the last year anghould not, and must not, be forgotten that the individuals
a half, has now been adopted. We trust that this will signifyaffected have under international law a right of return and
the commencement of serious and substantive negotiatiom®mpensation, and their host countries are likewise entitled
on the various elements of that agenda, with the aim ofo compensation. Jordan has shouldered an enormous human
achieving just and mutually satisfactory solutions. load as a result of the conflict. Three waves of involuntary

migrants - the refugees of 1948, the evacuees of 1967 and

These developments are a triumph not only for thethe returnees of 1991 - have sought shelter and succor in

politics of consensus, but also for the international moralityJordan. Our treatment of these and other displaced persons
which the United Nations advocates and the legality ithas been exemplary. We have provided them with education
upholds. Over the years the Assembly has passed resolutigfd health services, with jobs and welfare. Citizens of
after resolution calling for a just, comprehensive and lastingordan, whether of Palestinian or Jordanian origin, enjoy
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict and the PalestineCivil and human rights equally and participate as equals in
question that lies at its core. Finally, the main actors aréour democratization process. Jordan seeks an equitable,

playing the leading part in shaping their own destinies.  Sustainable international approach to the treatment of our
demographic burden, for it would be unconscionable to

My country has always sought to bring this prolongedpe”alize host countries for their humanitarian policies.

and bitter conflict to an end, and in our search for solutions o _ .

we have constantly aimed to reconcile peace and justice. ~Another crucial issue is water. Our agenda strikes a
Jordan has advocated a negotiated settlement based @flicate balance between the need for optimal utilization of
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973)scarce resources, on the one hand, and the equally
longer than any other party. Under the new arrangementénperative need to define the rights and duties of riparian
all parties to the conflict are committed to the States, on the other. We also look forward to definitive
implementation of those resolutions, affirming a cardinaldelineation of our borders with Israel, thereby giving
principle of international law: the inadmissibility of the concrete expression to the right of every nation to live in

acquisition of territory by force. secure and internationally recognized boundaries.
There is an equally important principle to bear in mind, When the euphoria has subsided, these serious and
however. Peace cannot be piecemeal. It must b&omplex questions will remain. The PLO-Israel accord,

comprehensive if it is to be viable. As foreseen in thehistoric as it is, represents a first step towards Palestinian
Madrid framework for the peace talks, some issues Cann(ﬁ:l’léﬂ status, which in turn will allow the Palestinians to take
be addressed by any two parties to the exclusion of otherfart in comprehensive regional security and cooperation
The questions of regional security, water and above all th@rrangements. For the Middle East cannot be reduced to a
refugees cannot be resolved without direct reference to thgéingle issue. It more closely resembles a tapestry woven of
neighbouring States. The status of Jerusalem has to H&merous intertwining threads.
determined in a similar way. The legitimate rights which the
three great monotheistic faiths share in the Holy City must One of these wider regional issues - the suffering of the
be guaranteed and claims of political and administrativdragi people - demands urgently to be addressed. A
sovereignty accommodated to the satisfaction of all. succession of independent reports has brought to light the
special impact of continued sanctions upon the most
In view of Jordan's long association with the Vulnerable segments of Iragi society - in particular, the
Palestinian question, the Palestine Liberation Organizatioghildren. The sanctions regime that daily takes its toll on
(PLO)-Israeli agreement will have major implications for our the people of Iraq also has adverse consequences for
legitimate interests. At a time when new entities are being€ighbouring States, including Jordan and Turkey. Issues
formed, an 0rder|y transfer of power and authority is Vita|_SUCh as this must be resolved if the Middle East is to seize
Only this can safeguard the rights of existing States andfS chance for lasting peace. A cooperative security system
those of individuals. There are questions to address abotill help to protect the security of the States and peoples of

State property, archives, debts, treaties, nationality, salarie)e region. We can only avert the kind of destabilizing
pensions - the list is |ong, but not exhaustive. Jordan Wi||C0nﬂiCt that followed the end of the cold war in Eurasia by
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making arrangements to ensure our common future, For in every part of the world peace will remain

underpinned by the full support of the internationalillusory unless it touches the daily lives of ordinary people.

community. Peace will not take root except in an environment conducive
to regional cooperation and mutual security and committed

Despite these outstanding questions, | have no douBP the welfare of individual human beings. The development
that the extraordinary achievements of the autumn of 1998f economic infrastructure and provisions for investment in
will be seen in years to come as the start of a fresh coursBublic services are as crucial as the questions of territorial
in the settlement of regional conflicts. The politics of sovereignty, national identity and security. It is for this
dialogue and reconciliation have been our regional andéason that Jordan welcomes the recently convened
domestic priorities, for they are essential to the democrati€onference to support Middle East peace as both timely and
process. We seek to extend the principles of consensus afifiagmatic. The peace dividend in my region, as elsewhere,
collective security to the Middle East to create a newmust put an end to the politics of deprivation, fear and
regional order, an order which recognizes the right of eaciflespair, the breeding ground for political extremism and
individual to lead a life free from fear, want and despair, anrejection.
order which will provide justice to all peoples and security
to all States, an order in which the United Nations and its The disparities and distortions created by half a century
agencies can play a positive role not only in humanitariarof conflict in the Middle East have given rise to such
intervention or the protection of human rights, but in activephenomena. That is undeniable. However, there is
peace-keeping and peacemaking. considerable alarm in the Muslim world at suggestions that

Islam may replace communism as a global threat. These

Jordan applauds Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali fopuggestions are informed by a skewed perception of Islam as
his valiant efforts to overhaul the United Nations structured monolithic creed of violence, intolerance and oppression.
and personnel, injecting a fresh sense of purpose
commensurate with the new challenges. ltis in the interests  Islam is not the new enemy. Extremism does exist
of all Members of this body to see international law within the Muslim world, much as it exists in the Christian
respected and upheld. We must all assist the Secretaryvorld, the Jewish world, the Hindu world and the secular
General in determining the criteria for United Nations world. Butto employ reductive stereotypes which demonize
intervention, whether in Lebanon, Iraq, Somalia, Bosniaone fifth of the world’s population must ultimately be self-
Angola, Cambodia or anywhere else. The terms of referencdefeating. It can only result in the breed of senseless
embodied in Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter mustviolence that has brought untold suffering and loss of life to
be clearly defined, with checks and balances approved tBosnia. Rather than seeking an enemy at the gates, let us
avoid the erosion of the independence and territoriakach in our own communities look inwards and address the
sovereignty of Member States. There is also an urgent neatisparities and the despair that are the true causes of
for well-trained international peace-keeping forces, whichextremism and conflict. Let us join together to do battle
could be established under a reconstituted Military Staffwith the real enemy.

Committee. Themodus operandfor all United Nations

action, irrespective of the issue at hand, must be the  Thatenemy is a new world of "each for himself". That
supremacy of the rule of law and the uniformity of its js what we must combat, with all the resources at our
application. Double standards should not and must not bisposal. For the politics and economics of exclusivity are
permitted, lest abuse of the law become the accepted norrfthe bane of both pragmatism and idealism.

A wider issue concerning this Organization is that of Is the triple pillar of democracy, human rights and the
Security Council reform. Jordan adds its voice to the hostree market the ceiling of our ambition? Democracy and
of countries that have called for a reassessment of thgee market economics are exceptionally successful systems
structure of the Security Council. Clearly, conditions in thewith noble objectives. But they are not ends in themselves.
world have changed dramatically since the formation of therhe end for which we all strive is greater peace and greater

Council, and we believe that these should be reflected in itfustice for individual human beings across the world. How
composition. Jordan also lends its support to the Secretarys this to be achieved?

General’s proposals for post-conflict peace-building outlined

in his "An Agenda for Peace". One of our strongest defences against a new world of
"each for himself" would be a new global business ethic,
applying not only among the developed nations, but also
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between those nations and the developing countries. Such This session of the General Assembly takes place two
an ethic might prescribe a relationship of partnership whictyears before we are to celebrate the Organization’s fiftieth
would in turn encourage greater self-reliance. Such an ethianniversary. We long had to navigate through the stormy
would be wholly reconcilable with human rights, with waters of the cold war and ideological confrontation. It was
pluralism, with care for the environment and with basicnot an easy task. However, today’s world is different from
religious values. | would like to suggest that the key to athat of the signatories of the United Nations Charter. East-
new ethic in all of these areas is our mutual interdependenc&Vestdétentehas given us renewed hopes, though we have
stil not won the war against poverty and social
Whatever the context, injustice is perceived and conflictnarginalization. Our main goal should be to make those
results when the gap between "self" and "other" seems largdiopes a reality, if we wish to build a society where not only
than the common ground. This fundamental split betweer® just peace but peaceful justice prevail.
"me" and "you", between "us" and "them", is at the root of
all oppositions, all polarities, all conflicts. Recognition of Obviously, the reorganization of the Security Council
our mutual interdependence requires us to acknowledge thie not an easy task, and it becomes even more difficult if we
uniqueness of each individual and each culture - even inttake into account the fact that, since the very moment the
the broader environment - and to learn to live with theSan Francisco Charter was signed, the Council has been
differences as with the commonalities. It requires that wemade up of permanent and non-permanent members, and that
strive for unity, but never seek to eradicate or compromisahe right of veto extended to the permanent members has
diversity. It requires a new thinking based on tolerance andjiven rise, among other things, to their being accused, with
compassio - a humane approach and respect for the voicesome justification, of attacking the principle of the legal
of others. It requires, in short, that we be true to the ideal&quality of States.
that fired the founders of this Organization when they wrote
the words: "We the peoples of the United Nations™. The Republic of Panama is of the opinion that if the
Security Council is to be reorganized, the reorganization
Herein lies the nexus between peacemaking, humamust be carried out in such a way that the representation on
rights, pluralism, cultural heritage and business ethics. Herthe Council of all United Nations Members is equitable.
lies the key to a new world of "all for each other", not "each Therefore, any reorganization must promote fair participation
for himself". for the developing States, as the situations that used to be
given as explanations for the way the Council was composed
The Middle East is showing the way. Its conflict, once and for the right of veto have disappeared now that there is
held to be the most intractable on Earth, is now on the patfFast-Westdétente
to reconciliation and healing. As we enter a new
millennium, a new era, let the world take heart from our Drug addiction has become the main scourge of
example. Let us emerge together from the past and togeth@umanity. The Republic of Panama, like all States, therefore
let us build our brave new world. has the duty to repress drug trafficking and the resulting
money-laundering activities on its territory, and to help
The PRESIDENT On behalf of the General repress these illegal activities in all States. Panama, aware
Assembly, | wish to thank the Crown Prince of the of these responsibilities and of the fact that the effective
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for the statement he has jugepression of drug-related crimes makes international
made. cooperation necessary, on 11 April 1991 Panama and the
United States of America signed a Treaty on Mutual
Assistance in Criminal Affairs, which was ratified by the
Panamanian Legislative Assembly on 11 July 1991. The
Treaty is currently awaiting the consent of the United States
Senate before the effects we expect from it can begin to be
felt.

His Royal Highness Prince El-Hassan Bin Talal,
Crown Prince of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, was
escorted from the rostrum

Mr. AROSEMENA (Panama)(interpretation from
Spanish) Please accept my warmest congratulations, Sir,

upon your election to preside over the General Assembly at ~ ©ON 1 March 1993, Panama and the United Kingdom of
its forty-eighth session. | am certain that your election will S'eat Britain and Northern Ireland signed the Agreement on

contribute to its success. Mutual Legal Cooperation on Drug.Traffick.ing,.which must
first be approved by the Panamanian Legislative Assembly
before it too can be ratified. In addition, and at Panama’s
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request, the Central American countries have agreed to sign  The thing is that sovereignty - and the same can be said
a similar treaty, which will be opened to accession by all theof self-determination - can be harmed otherwise than by the
Latin American countries. Also, the Panamanian Executiveacts of outside States. They can also be violated by a
Branch has submitted the United Nations Convention agains$tate’s own nationals, when they place themselves above the
lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substancespopular will, as has often occurred; dictatorships have
to the Panamanian Legislative Assembly for itsdisregarded just this principle of self-determination and have
consideration; we are convinced that, once it is ratified, weso violated human rights. This is so because the only source
shall have at our disposal a valuable instrument in ouof public power is the people.
struggle against drug-related crime.
When a dictatorship disregards the principle of self-
Human rights and fundamental freedoms do not comeletermination or the peoples’ sovereignty - which occurs
as a generous concession from a State or its authoritiesvery time a people is denied its inalienable right to adopt
They are inherent to the human person, regardless dhe form of government that best suits its interests - it
political, social, racial, religious or any other factor. Thoseviolates sovereignty, and the principle of self-determination,
rights and freedoms are therefore inseparable, and must lieasmuch as the State’'s power to act does not have its
recognized and respected. The fact that those rights argburce in the people: it has its source in those who hold
freedoms are inherent to the human person affords them public power with no more legitimacy - if it can be called
universality and indivisibility that must be strengthened. "legitimacy" - than the force of arms. In addition, when a
dictatorship disregards human rights, it deprives the
Violations of human rights and fundamental freedomsinhabitants of the State, the people, from whom sovereignty
do not only attack the person whose rights and fundamenta@nd self-determination flow, of rights that every State must
freedoms have been trampled on; they also attackccord its citizens simply because they are human persons.
institutional stability, the constitutional order and the rule of| have allowed myself to briefly address the principle of
law. This is so because the person whose rights angelf-determination because | am convinced that a clear
freedoms have been disregarded is inclined toward§nderstanding of this principle will contribute towards
insurrection or at least towards personal revenge, the privag@rengthening its legal force, to the benefit of democracy and
vengeance of the eye-for-an-eye principle. the rule of law.

Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, or ~ The situation Haiti is going through is worrying. The
violations of them, must therefore be examined not only ag>overnors Island Agreement provides that, by the 30th of
a problem that affects individual interests but rather in athis month, the constitutional President, Jean-Bertrand
much wider context, as a problem that affects society inAristide, must once again occupy the presidential throne.
general. This is why most of the insurrections, rebellionsHowever, the de facto Government would appear to be more
and fratricidal conflicts have their origins in violations of intent on provoking violence than promoting the re-
human rights and fundamental freedoms to the detriment o¢stablishment of the constitutional order. Since 3 July,
large swathes of the population. Such violations often stend1 people have been given their quietus, including the pro-
from a lack of democracy, from the absence of the rule ofdfemocracy activist Antoine Izmeri, whose struggle merits
law, from extreme poverty and from social marginalization.recognition throughout the Americas.

While on the subject of lack of democracy, | wish to The Republic of Panama believes that the agreement
state that, under the United Nations Charter, a purpose dfetween the constitutional Government and the chief of the
this Organization is Haitian Army must be fulfiled, and hopes that the

Organization, striving to live up to the principles that inspire

"To develop friendly relations among nations based't Will ensure that it is.

on respect for the principle of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples ...". Recognition of the State of Israel within secure and

recognized borders and the establishment of a Palestinian
In conformity with the principle of self-determination, all State are acts of justice restored which international peace
and security make essential. Therefore, the Republic of

countries can adopt the form of government that best suit =2 " S
them. However, by allowing dictatorial regimes to exist thePanama cannot be indifferent to the Declaration of Principles

international community takes away all the principle's force.Signed by Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization
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(PLO) on 13 September, or to the agreement on provisionatreated an Ibero-American community which today, in
autonomy for the Gaza Strip and Jericho. meetings of Heads of State and Government, and together
with Brazil and Portugal, is determined to focus its strength
Since the formation of the State of Israel, Israelis andon the future, guided by the desire to take full advantage of
Palestinians have been victims of all the damage thathe similarities which bring us together to consolidate
incomprehension and intolerance can cause.  Thé@pportunities for cooperation and solidarity.
confrontational relationship between these two peoples
blinded by hatred is summarized in the 45 years of tears, This should be gratifying to the whole of the
pain and death. However, the wars and exoduses of 194&ero-American community, since our faith in the future is
1956, 1967 and 1973, with their consequences of grief anbecoming increasingly obvious at each Summit. The first
suffering, should now serve as evidence of the benefits oBummit, in Guadalajara, created the forum of Heads of State
peace. Therefore, a peace agreement between lIsraelis asdd Government; at the second and third Summits, in
Palestinians should become a goal for the United Nations.Madrid and Salvador, respectively, we saw the initial results
of these commendable initiatives. It is also appropriate here
The atmosphere oflétenteto which | have already to note that the Final Document of the third Summit states:

referred should foster the universality of representation in

this multilateral Organization. Consequently | am gratified "Without prejudice to the spheres of competence of
to see that many States that have never traditionally had an  specialized international forums, the United Nations
active international life, such as Andorra, Liechtenstein, General Assembly should focus its international

Monaco and San Marino - to mention only a few States development cooperation policy on securing greater
enclaved in the European continent - have felt the need to  access for developing countries to world markets,
join and support us in the important tasks we are resolved to  adequate forms of finance and modern technology.
accomplish. It is in that spirit of universality that Panama This will make it possible to overcome the obstacles to
has supported and continues to support the initiative  development and, while benefiting the developing
designed to study now and in the future, with innovative countries, will also open up economic opportunities for
ideas and goodwill, the situation of the largest human group  the industrialized countries, thereby easing the
that has no voice in this body: the 21 million inhabitants of migratory pressures exerted on them by those
the island of Taiwan. legitimately seeking ways to improve their standard of
living." (A/48/291, para. 14)

The Central American countries are striving to build a
peaceful, free, democratic and developing region. For that | would feel most fortunate if the General Assembly
reason, the efforts to bolster peace that have been initiatedere to  listen attentively to the demands of the
require actions capable of solving our economic, sociallbero-American community, which feels that most of the
cultural and humanitarian problems in order to strengthemroducts of its member States have been repeatedly denied
our peoples’ faith in democracy. increased access to markets which have been traditionally

accessible, as in the case of bananas in the European

The endeavours to achieve democracy, nationaFommunity, as well as access to financing and modern
reconciliation and development in the region are obvioustechnology. For our part, the Ibero-American States should
But in order to continue making these efforts we require théd€e resolved to put our financial situations in order and not
cooperation of all States that believe in democracy, justicélepend on the marketing of a few products, and we should
and freedom. Therefore, associating myself with theimprove the quality of our educational systems, in order to
initiative presented by the Ibero-American Heads of Statedttain greater economic stability. The Ibero-American
and Government in Salvador, Brazil, | call on States andcountries should also resolve to turn the cooperation and
international organizations to cooperate effectively with thesolidarity mentioned in the Final Document into sincere and
Central American Integration System (SICA) so that it canhonest cooperation and solidarity, and not mere rhetoric, as

promote and strengthen sustained subregional cooperatid® SO often the case. Only in that way will we be able to
and attain its fundamental goal. profit to the full from the affinities that we share.

The ability of we who inhabit the vast territories south Panama will be the host country of the Summit of the
of the Rio Bravo to communicate with each other and with!bero-American Heads of State and Government in the year
Spain in the same |anguage -a Nicaraguan poet once calle®00. This event will unquestionably have great significance
them the countries that love Christ and speak Spanish - hdgr my country. It will take place precisely at a time when
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the Panamanian people have attained their most importastatement continues, "before the year 2000 measures should
legal and political objective: recovering their rights over thebe taken to prepare the canal for the time when the current
Panama Canal and freeing their territory from thePanama Canal will not be able to take care of the projected
jurisdictional limitations imposed by the ill-fated Hay-Bunau traffic." Such measures include "future studies to firmly
Varilla Treaty. That is so because the present Panama Canastablish the dates when improvements will become
Treaty will expire on 31 December 1999. Consequently, thenecessary in order to start planning the required
Republic of Panama will then manage, operate and maintaianvironmental studies involved in the final engineering
the Panama Canal. All the real estate, fixture improvementdesign and the initiation of the construction".
and equipment that the United States of America will be
using until the end of the validity of the Treaty will revert According to the aforementioned report, the results of
to Panama. One of the Panamanian people’s greatest wishgfe study indicate that the alternative of high-level locks,
will thus come true on 31 December 1999. with one lane of maritime traffic at the Gaillard Cut,
operating jointly with the current canal and capable of
However, as important as achieving this legal andhandling ships of 200,000 dead-weight tonnage, is
political objective may be, it is the good or bad use we makemarginally feasible.
of the Canal and the areas that revert to us that will mark

our future in a positive or negative way. Thus, itis our duty In order to handle the projected traffic with the same
as a nation to manage the Canal wisely and to use in thefficiency during the twenty-first century as it has been
best possible way the areas that revert to us. handled since the opening of the Canal on 15 August 1914,

if not with even greater efficiency, the aforementioned
For that reason Law No. 5 of 1993 created thesystem of high-level locks will have to be built in time to
Authority of the Panamanian Interoceanic Region, with thebegin operating by the year 2020. As it does not have the
objective of improving the use of the assets that arenecessary resources to complete such a project, Panama
reverting and will revert to Panama between now and thdelieves that the cooperation of the members of the
year 2000. Similarly, on 6 September 1993 a draft bill forinternational community - primarily those who use the Canal
constitutional reform was submitted to the Panamanian is essential. We hope to receive that cooperation, for the
Legislative Assembly; it is designed to add a new article tosake of the well-being of the Panama Canal users who so
Panama’s political Constitution which will create the Panamaurgently require it.
Canal Authority, whose main function will be to manage and
operate the Canal. That will ensure that the Authority will At the beginning of my statement | referred to the fact
not be affected by any political shifts. Thus, the Republicthat we are two years from the golden anniversary of this
of Panama is preparing to manage, operate and maintain tirganization. We should prepare to celebrate that great
Panama Canal from 31 December 1999. This task will bevent by affirming, as its founders in San Francisco wished,
all the easier because the current Canal Administrator, anaith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth
87.7 per cent of the Panama Canal Commission employeesf the human person, in the equal rights of men and women
are Panamanians, not Counting those with dual nationalityand of nations |arge and small" and by promoting "social
progress" and "better standards of life in larger freedom".
On the basis of the Panama Canal Treaty, Panama and
the United States agreed in 1982 to create the Preparatory Mr. Fajardo MALDONADO (Guatemala)
Commission to prepare the points of reference for thqinterpretation from Spanigh Allow me, Ambassador
feasibility studies of a sea-level canal in Panama and othesamuel Insanally, to congratulate you sincerely, on behalf of
alternatives to the Panama Canal. They also agreed to invilgy delegation, on your election as President of the General
Japan to be a full member of this Commission, an invitationassembly of the United Nations at its forty-eighth session.
Japan accepted. These three States created the Commiss}qnthe same time, | would express to you our satisfaction
for the Study of Alternatives to the Panama Canal. that this post has gone to such a distinguished representative
of the Latin American and Caribbean region. You may
On 20 September last, this Commission presented itsount on our cooperation in the important work that lies
final report, a Joint Statement of Commission Membersahead of you.
which indicates that the "current Panama Canal with the
Widening of the Gaillard Cut seems to be able to meet the | would also like to express our gratitude to

needs of international maritime trade until the end of theAmbassador Stoyan Ganev for the efficiency with which he
second decade of the twenty-first century. However," the
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served as President of the General Assembly at its forty-  Since this commitment has not yet been fulfilled,
seventh session. President Ramiro de Ledn Carpio, as Head of State and the
representative of national unity and the interests of the
| would give a special greeting to Andorra, the Czechpeople of Guatemala, in accordance with the Constitution,
Republic, Eritrea, Monaco, Slovakia, and The Formerequested the supreme electoral tribunal to hold a vote so
Yugosiav Repubiic of Macedonia and bid them a Cordiaithat the citizens could express their will with regard to the
welcome to our Organization_ Guatemala wishes to exten@0|itica| decision of Calling for the resignation of the sitting
to them its friendship, respect, solidarity and understandingnembers of the Congress and the judges of the Supreme
The increase in its membership is further proof of the faithCourt. This vote, in conformity with the resolution of the
the international community places in the United Nations adribunal, will be held on 28 November this year.
a multilateral forumpar excellencdor seeking together the
solution to the problems that beset the world today. This process has no precedent in our political history.
We wish to stress that all the actions taken by the
| would also like to extend my greetings to Government of the Republic fall Stl’iCt'y within the

Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Secretary-General of the Unitedframework of the Constitution, and, though the people of
Nations, whose dynamic leadership has allowed us téuatemala may have opted for a slower path, through
progress towards the common Objective of strengthening Oljpgallty, to consolidate their democratic institutions, we are
Organization and adapting it to the new world situation. WeSure that this will be the best solution for the reconciliation
hope that his efforts to ensure fulfilment of the Charter andPf the Guatemalan family and the political stability of the
of its purposes and principies will be successful. We nee@tate. Guatemala is Charting its own course, and its political
a strengthened Organization to maintain international peaderocess cannot be compared with other realities.
and security and to promote social progress and better
standards of life for human beings within the widest concept ~ Yesterday, President Ramirio de Le6n Carpio presented
of freedom. the National Peace Plan and the Official Declaration on
Human Rights to the Guatemalan people, as he does today,

We believe that the continuous dialogue between thdéhrough me, to the international community. President Leon
Secretariat and the Member States should be based @l¢ Carpio’s Plan seeks a firm peace, based on far-reaching
mutual respect, confidence and understanding, and shoul@conciliation through dialogue, so that we Guatemalans can
take into account cultural, political, economic and socialfind unity in the diversity of our cultural, ethnic, religious,
realities. The Secretary-General's role as a facilitator ofsocial, political, economic and ecological values.
peace processes, as an adviser on human rights and as a
mediator in international conflicts may be strengthened by It seeks lasting peace, achieved by putting an end to
the contribution of distinguished statesmen and experts wharmed internal confrontation and seeing to it that the roots
share with him their experience and prestige. of hatred, resentment and distrust that have divided us are

extirpated through negotiation and never again by violence.

The events which have taken place in my country since
25 May of this year have marked a fundamental change in It seeks a peace with the power to transform, achieved
the political and institutional life of Guatemala. by consensus and national compromise, which will lead to
the strengthening of the capacity of the Government and the

The breaking-off and subsequent restoration ofsociety as a whole to respond promptly and effectively to
constitutional order created a situation in which the peopléocial requirements, with particular attention to the sectors
of Guatemala, as the country’s only sovereigns, exercise@f the population most affected by the armed internal
legitimate resistance in order to protect and defend theifonfrontation.
rights and guarantees enshrined in the political Constitution
of the Republic. The first component is reconciliation. The Plan

considers it essential to establish and promote the

As one of the principal consequences of these eventdynctioning in Guatemala of the permanent forum for peace.
with a view to consolidating the restoration of constitutional This forum will help to facilitate dialogue and ensure the
order so as to reinstall the Congress of the Republic, th@articipation of all Guatemalans in the solution of national

poiiticai parties formaiiy piedged in Wnting to purge the prOblemS. This reconciliation process will be promoted at
membership of that body. the national, regional, departmental, municipal and

communal levels. Thus, consensus and agreements will
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express needs that are truly felt by the people and will at thachieve this, there must be an end to acts of terrorism, acts
same time provide guidelines for joint action by the peopleof destruction against the infrastructure and actions that harm
and the Government to solve these problems. In thishe environment.

decentralization strategy, we shall make use of all

mechanisms for making the community’s voice heard,  The process also requires, first, that there be a revision
including urban and rural development councils. of the Oslo and Mexico City accords and, secondly, that a
timetable for negotiations be set.
In those councils national problems will be discussed in
order to arrive at conclusions that will lead to the perfecting On the question of human rights, the Government has
of our democracy, the strengthening of a State based on thfeclared that it will act firmly against violations of these
rule of law, the full exercise of individual freedoms, respectrights, with no distinction as to social or economic status.
for human I’ightS, integrated, self-reliant and Self-sustainingrhe necessary measures will be taken to protect and support
development with equality and justice and the solution topersons and entities that are working in accordance with the
problems deriving from our cultural diversity. law to promote and safeguard human rights. We therefore
call upon the United Nations, the Organization of American
We must link this permanent forum to previous States (OAS) and the States members of these organizations
achievements of the peace process. To this end, accouttt increase their presence and technical contributions to
should be takeninter alia, of the contributions made to the actions that the State of Guatemala and its institutions
great national dialogue and to the meetings that variousindertake to strengthen, enable and perfect the machinery for
sectors of the Guatemalan population had with theprotecting and defending human rights.
Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG).

On behalf of my Government, | request the Secretary-
When that group integrates itself legally it will be able, General of the United Nations to seek a meeting with the
through the national reconciliation commission, to present itdJRNG to undertake a review of the Oslo and Mexico City
ideas and proposals for subjects to be dealt with in theiccords and to set a timetable for negotiations. The
forum. Government of Guatemala is proposing this Peace Plan,
aware as it is of the imperative necessity for putting an end
The matter of social requirements calls for honestonce and for all to armed confrontation, which has cost my
efficient and immediate actions by the Government tocountry so many human lives over the course of more than
strengthen the protection and defence of human rights30 years.  Only a sturdy, lasting peace with power to
actions that will reduce poverty indicators and promotetransform can serve as a basis to strengthen democratic
development in the areas worst affected by violence and tha@stitutions, guarantee respect for human rights and promote
will succeed in perfecting our democratic system. At thepolitical, economic and social development.
same time, the Government will promote and support
responsible action in these fields by all sectors of society. For all of the above reasons we most warmly welcome
the peace process that has been attained in the sister
We hope the valuable support of the internationa|RepUb|iC of El Salvador and the one recently initiated
community will be added to this effort of the people and thebetween the State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Government, which will contribute to a prompt and effective Organization.
response to the needs and requirements of the population.
Guatemala reaffirms its faith and conviction regarding
We cannot postpone the end of the armed confrontatiorfhe guiding principles set out in the Charter of the United
which requires the restoration of the negotiation process tdlations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
bring about a definitive cease-fire; the return of the URNGoOUtstanding among which are the principle of the peaceful
to legality by means of amnesty; the defining of thesolution of disputes, the right to self-determination, the
conditions necessary for its integration into the country’ssovereign equality of States and, fundamentally, the respect
political life; and, in consequence, its direct participation infor human rights and the principle of democratic
the permanent peace forum. Government.

We shall also define the international verification In keeping with the principle of universality prevailing
machinery which will make possible the concentration,in the current international context, our country considers
disarmament and demobilization of URNG personnel. Tothat cases like that of the Republic of China in Taiwan
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should be thoroughly studied and considered in the light ofegard to ecology, we need a global perspective, as the
the United Nations Charter. Guatemala renews its faith anénvironment is the heritage of all mankind. If the benefits
hope in multilateralism, and particularly in the United are enjoyed by all, the effort should be shared. The
Nations. It wishes to stress its tradition of peace, dialogueleveloped world must work more closely and more
and negotiation and the non-use of force in internationakffectively in financing the various programmes to preserve
relations. the environment of the developing countries and must
honour the commitments given in Rio de Janeiro.
The security of nations is no longer an exclusively
geopolitical matter falling within the framework of bipolar National and international security are threatened
confrontation. It is a global problem within which we must primarily by differences between the levels of development
tackle the problems that afflict today’s world. The conceptof countries. Effective action must be taken against poverty,
of security should include new elements that are fundamentdiunger, disease and illiteracy. These scourges are worsening
for the peoples of the world: democracy, development, thevhere there are concentrations of refugees or displaced
preservation of the environment, combating drug trafficking,persons. Cooperation must not be delayed. For this reason,
food security, population trends and so on. Guatemala hopes that the initiative of reactivating the North-
South dialogue to strengthen international economic
The Secretariat should be in the service of Membercooperation for development and to revitalize global
States and in that role should facilitate instruments that willeconomic growth, as formulated by the Non-Aligned
make it possible to maintain international peace and securitylovement and the Group of 77, will be agreed to and will
and promote economic cooperation and social developmeni¢ad to the creation of a better world.
which will guarantee the full exercise of human rights and
fundamental freedoms throughout the world. The developing countries must refine the machinery for
political and economic coordination to enable us to get this
Guatemala believes that, within the process ofdialogue going seriously and constructively. It is therefore
restructuring and reorganizing the United Nations that isessential that international economic cooperation be
currently under way, the efficiency of the system and the fullstrengthened to revitalize global economic growth and to
and democratic participation of all its Members should beensure that the technological revolution that is under way
secured. Democratization, as a fundamental element in th&ill be one more factor in the promotion of a just and
development of peoples, must coexist with development ofquitable world order.
the international community and its multilateral system.
We must not overlook the fact that the problems of
We support the initiative to expand the membership ofnational development are to be found also in the Central
the Security Council from a regiona| perspective_ American region. International Cooperation is necessary for
the consolidation of peace and to encourage the development

Operations designed to contain or solve conflicts shoul@' the region. Meetings of Presidents of Central American
be matters for priority action by the United Nations as part>tates continue to be held regularly. Due note has been

of the Organization’s efforts to forge a new world order. (@ken of regional political advances, and proposals for
further improvement in this field have been put forward. A

dsummit meeting of Central American Presidents will be held
Among the problems of development are to be found i
a0 Guatemala at the end of this month for the purpose of

many of the causes of regional, national and internation ! dopting the Protocol to the General Treaty on Central
tension. Development must be the central focus of the

efforts of the Organization. We therefore support theAm.erlcan Economic Integratlop, \{vhose am s to encourage
. . ) social development - a priority when it comes to

holding of a World Summit for Social Development, and we onsolidating peace in Central America

hope that the Secretary-General will submit the proposeg ap '

agenda for development, embracing economic affairs that ) ) )

have traditionally been assigned to the Organization, as well ~ 1"€ Central American effort at integration has been

as social, political, environmental and cultural matters, whicHntensified. ~ The Central American Integration System,

we are beginning to realize are fundamental elements in th@hich coordinates efforts at regional integration and is
welfare of peoples. therefore a fundamental instrument in the process of regional

development, now has a Secretary-General.

The well-being of mankind depends in large measure
on the rational use of available natural resources. With
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It has been proposed that a coordinated Centradnd inequality. We draw this lesson for mankind from the
American fund to fight poverty be set up. This proposal will 5,000-year history of the Korean nation, and it applies to the
be studied at the next Summit of Central Americanpresent tumultuous era, with the twenty-first century just
Presidents. round the corner.

Guatemala supports economic openness so that its The developments and events of recent years in the
economy may be integrated effectively into the sphere ofnternational arena serve to demonstrate clearly once again
world trade. Along with the other Central American the correctness of the independent lines and policies of our
countries, we have made progress in establishing aRepublic. We regard independence as our life and soul. It
integrated economic space, and we are negotiating witis the cornerstone of the internal and external policies and
countries and groups of countries with a view to concludingapproaches of our Republic. It is our people’s strong
agreements on the liberalization of trade. commitment to independence and their principled position

that have enabled our country to advance along the road of

The Government that | represent has embarked upon gocialism. They have chosen this road themselves, under
process of restructuring and consolidating its democrati¢ghe banner of thducheidea, without any confusion or twists
institutions. Keeping faith with the Constitution of the and turns, without any upheaval or instability.

Republic, it has today, with the greatest good will and good

faith, presented its plan for peace. This is designed to save Our Republic has steadily consolidated and developed

many lives and to bring to our country the longed-for peaceits foreign relations and has contributed to the common

which cannot be achieved without the wholehearted suppotause of mankind. We derive great satisfaction and pride

of the international community. from the fact that we have stood fast on the independent
position that we took up. Our stand is one of principle and

Mr. SONG Won Ho(Democratic People’s Republic of consistency: we are not at anyone’s beck and call, nor do
Korea) (spoke in Korean; English text furnished by the we dance to anyone else’s tune. In addition, we have
delegation) On behalf of the delegation of the Democratic @lways maintained an independent position in our efforts to
People’s Republic of Korea, | should like, first of all, to achieve peace and peaceful reunification of the country.
congratulate you, Sir, on your election to the presidency of
the General Assembly for the current session. Itis our hope
that your efforts will crown the session with success.

The common task facing the international community
today is to build a new, independent, peaceful and
prosperous world. Our planet's people have an identical
aspiration: to build a new and independent world, free from
all forms of domination and subjugation, aggression and war.
All countries and nations should have unrestricted freedom
to choose and develop their own political, economic and
social systems on the basis of their sovereign rights,
including the right to self-determination.

Independence is the life and soul of each country and
nation, and the common right of mankind. A steadfast
commitment to independence enables each country to
safeguard its national dignity and rights, to maintain and
consolidate international relationships on a sound basis, to
bring about genuine democratization of international society
and, furthermore, to help to accelerate the creation of an
independent world. The absence of independence will lead
to failure to safeguard national sovereignty and dignity or to
secure a country’s prosperity and well-being.

It is an ineluctable fact that where independence is
violated, there will be domination, subordination, subjugation
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National reunification is a cause to realize the The respected leader Comrade Kim Il Sung, President
independence of our nation, while the principle of nationalof the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, has
independence is the inalienable fundamental principle opersonally authored and published the "Ten-Point
reunification. Great national unity is part and parcel of theProgramme of Great Unity of the Whole Nation for
process of the independent and peaceful reunification of thReunification of the Country" reflecting the desire and will
country. Great national unity is a fundamental prerequisiteof our nation to terminate the history of division and
to, and an essential factor in, the country’s independent andonfrontation and reunify the country.
peaceful reunification.

This historic programme provides clarification on how

Therefore the Government of the Democratic People’so establish a confederal State through the application of the
Republic of Korea has consistently subordinated everythinghree principles of independence, peace and great national
to the goal of national reunification through great nationalunity, without any bias against either the north or south, on
unity incorporating the principle of national independence.the basis of coexistence and the equal representation of the
The whole history of the efforts for national reunification two regional governments. The confederal State would be
and in particular the prevailing situation teach us that theéndependent, peaceful, non-aligned and neutral, maintaining
Korean people should move towards greater national unita balanced posture towards the major Powers. It also
of the whole nation based on the principle of independencenvisions the protection of private or corporate capital and
in order to attain the country’s reunification. assets, and joint stock interests with foreign capital before

and after reunification. The Ten-Point Programme of Great

Of course, there still exist differences in ideologies, Unity of the Whole Nation for Reunification of the Country,

ideals and political systems within the nation, but thesewhich aims to bring about the country’s reunification on the
differences could be overcome without much difficulty, sincePrinciple of the spirit of national independence, is a charter
our nation has its own intrinsic common identity that hasOf national unity and reunification which reflects most
been shaped and consolidated through the time-honouré@®mprehensively the will and the aspirations of the Korean
history of 5,000 years. Our nation remains closely knithation and takes into full consideration the current

together by kinship as a homogeneous people, a uniqu8ternational situation. It calls not only on the supporters of
entity in the world, and the whole nation, whether in the reunification but also on those who have feared or remained

north, in the south, or abroad, is united by the commorPnlookers to reunification to take a stand for the cause of
desire for national reunification. national unity and reunification. The programme also opens
up positive prospects for achieving the historical cause of the

Members of the Korean nation should not be viewedcountry’'s reunification within the 1990s. Although obstacles

differently based on whether they live in the north, south of2d difficulties still stand in the way of reunification, the
abroad, nor should distance be put between Korean nationafitire Kprea}n people' will deflnlte_ly ach|.ev.e national
just in order to curry favour with foreign forces. We can no "éunification in great unity, by displaying patriotism and the
longer engage in antagonism and confrontation at th&Pirfit of national independence.

sacrifice of our great cause.
At present, the relaxation of tension and establishment

af peace on the Korean peninsula presents itself as an urgent

The inter-Korean dialogue has made such epoch-makin ] )
issue, the solution of which allows for no further delay.

progress that the Agreement on Reconciliation,
Non-Aggression, and Cooperation and Exchanges and the

Joint Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean  With a view to easing tension and achieving a durable
Peninsula were adopted and effectuated in our country. Thigéace on the Korean peninsula, the Korean Armistice
is intended to serve our nation’s effort to end the antagonisni\greement shouldinter alia, be replaced with a peace

and confrontation and promote reconciliation and unity ancegreement. In reality, the Korean Armistice Agreement has
break down the wall of division to pave the way for already become outdated and the armistice mechanism

reunification. remains in fact paralysed. The continuance in place of the
out-of-date armistice arrangements is primarily responsible
Our nation is unanimous in its desire and aspiration tofor a series of complicated and sensitive issues, including the

achieve unity, transcending all differences, and to make Quclear issue on the Korean peninsula - issues still remaining

tangible contribution to the country’s reunification and the {© P& resolved.
prosperity of the reunified country.
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The fact that the state of cease-fire and the armistic&lew York last June the Democratic People’s Republic of
arrangements of the 1950s remain unchanged even after brea and the United States of America issued a joint
years is in itself abnormal. It is thanks to the peace-lovingstatement containing their policy commitments related to a
policy and the will of the Government of the Democratic fundamental resolution of the nuclear issue on the Korean
People’s Republic of Korea that peace and security haveeninsula.
been maintained so far on the Korean peninsula. Only the
replacement of the Korean Armistice Agreement with @ The joint statement clarifies, in unambiguous terms,
peace agreement will lead to a full and satisfactoryprinciples of assurances against the threat and use of force
resolution of all the issues, including the nuclear issue, W||||nc|ud|ng nuclear weapons; peace and Security in a
remove hOSt“ity in inter-Korean relations and will work in nuclear-free  Korean peninsu|a, inc|uding impartia|
favour of peace in Korea and its peaceful reunification.  application of full-scope safeguards, mutual respect for each

other’s sovereignty, and non-interference in each other’'s

Such being the case, if the United Nations continuesnternal affairs; and support for the peaceful reunification of
losing sight of the fundamental issues related to peace on th€orea.

Korean peninsula and instead preoccupies itself with non-

essential issues, it will only throw obstacles in the way of a At the second round of talks in Geneva, the Democratic
solution of the Korean question. The United Nations shouldreople’s Republic of Korea delegation put forward a

direct its primary attention to the replacement of the Korearproposal on replacing its existing graphite-moderated
Armistice Agreement with a peace agreement, and play itgeactors and associated nuclear facilities with light-water
due role in terminating the armistice system and establishinghoderated reactors, thus demonstrating with more clarity the
a new peace arrangement. transparency and integrity of its non-nuclear policy.

We believe this is the right time for the United Nations If all the commitments the Democratic Pe0p|e’s
to make an innovative decision to dissolve the Unitedrepublic of Korea and the United States of America have
Nations Forces Command in south Korea and to replace thggreed upon are translated into practice - including
Korean Armistice Agreement with a peace agreement irhssurances against the threat and use of force, including
accordance with resolution 3390 (XXX) B adopted by thenyclear weapons, and the peaceful use of nuclear energy
thirtieth session of the United Nations General Assembly{hrough |ight-Water moderated reactors, p|us the negative
In this connection we maintain that negotiations among th%ecurity assurances - then the prospects will open up for a
parties concerned should begin at the earliest possible tim@ndamental and final resolution of the nuclear issue on the
to work out a new peace arrangement that will replace th&orean peninsula and the basis for the improvement of
present armistice system. Democratic People’s Republic of Korea - United States of

America relations will be laid down. Furthermore,

The denuclearization of the Korean peninsula is anotheepoch-making progress will be made in reducing tensions on
essential factor in building a durable peace and securitthe Korean peninsula and in ensuring peace and security in
there. Asia and the rest of the world.

The Government of the Democratic People’s Republic Initial and meaningful progress in the efforts to resolve
of Korea remains committed to its consistent position ofthe nuclear issue on the Korean peninsula is the outcome of
turning the Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free, peace zon¢he negotiations by the responsible parties. This vividly
As we have made clear more than once, we have no nuclearoves that the only way to resolve the nuclear issue on the
weapons; we have neither the intention nor the need t&orean peninsula lies in dialogue and negotiations.
develop these weapons, nor the financial resources to support

their production. We would not object to inspection of our However, we regret to note that a certain amount of
nuclear facilities, but only when impartiality is fully pressure has been renewed by those forces that still remain
guaranteed. obsessed with an outdated way of thinking at the time when

the talks between the Democratic People’'s Republic of
As shown by the Democratic People’'s Republic of Korea and the United States of America aimed at resolving
Korea-United States of America talks, the nuclear issue otthe nuclear issue are under way and consultations between
the Korean peninsula is a political issue to be resolvedur country and the International Atomic Energy Agency
between the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and th@ AEA) have been conducted.
United States of America. It is to be recalled that here in
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The so-called resolution on our "nuclear issue" was The peace-loving position of the Government of the
adopted at the thirty-seventh session of the GenerdDemocratic People’s Republic of Korea to turn the Korean
Conference of the IAEA, which was held some time ago.peninsula into a nuclear-free peace zone remains unchanged,
This act cannot but be viewed as the product of politicaland we shall continue our sincere efforts in the future, too,
conspiracy to impede, by all means, the solution of nucleato remove the nuclear threat fundamentally and resolve the
issues through negotiations and to stifle our Republic. nuclear issue on the Korean peninsula.

We regard the adoption of the "resolution" itself at the Today the world situation and international relations
General Conference of the IAEA as a wanton violation ofcall for an early liquidation of the legacies of the cold-war
our Republic’'s sovereignty and part of sinister political era that have been negated by history and the prevention of
offensive aimed at forcing international pressure upon us. all sorts of attempts to reverse the forward movement of

history.

The whole process of the General Conference of the
IAEA held recently has eloquently shown that the measures  Universal disarmament and the abolition world wide of
taken in the past by the secretariat and Board of Governonsuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction are
were unjustifiable, and, accordingly, the agency has lostost urgent in eliminating the residue of the cold-war era
face and integrity in the process of solving the "nuclearand attaining peace and security in the world. Everything
issue". that threatens the survival of mankind and the devastation of

society’s treasures should be abolished.

The "nuclear issue" of the Korean peninsula can be
resolved only through talks between the Democratic People’'s  The recent moratorium on nuclear testing introduced by
Republic of Korea and the United States of America, eitheicertain nuclear-weapon States can be called a step forward,
in the light of its political character or its origin. in the light of the fact that nuclear testing itself is the most
Accordingly, two rounds of such talks have been held so fardangerous nuclear arms race among the nuclear Powers and
which is well known to the world. This notwithstanding, it a major source of nuclear proliferation. It is our view that,
is absurd that the Japanese Prime Minister and the Soutilong with the permanent ban on nuclear testing, epoch--
Korean Foreign Minister picked a quarrel with us in this making steps should be taken to destroy a colossal number
august Assembly a few days ago, clamouring aboubf the nuclear weapons accumulated on the globe and all
"implementing the safeguards agreement" and "internationadorts of nuclear weapons deployed in other countries. In
concern about development of nuclear weapons". Japaparticular, nuclear weapons deployed on the Korean
should not mention the fictitious "development of nuclearpeninsula and its surrounding regions should be dismantled.
weapons", but should give up its attempt to become &Vithout this solution, any talk about international nuclear
military Power and to realize its aim of nuclear armament,non-proliferation and world-wide nuclear disarmament is
which it is accelerating under this pretext. senseless.

The south Korean authorities should discontinue The existence of military blocs and the presence of
nuclear-war exercises with foreign forces against fellowforeign military bases and troops in other countries are the
countrymen and should not pursue so-called internationgbroducts of cold-war policy and are permanent factors
mutual assistance systems either. threatening world peace and security. Now that the old

structure of the cold war has collapsed, there is no

Our country, as a member of international Society, Wi||justification whatsoever for the existence of the military

implement its commitment to the just and early solution ofblocs and their means for waging wars of aggression. The
the nuclear issue. military blocs established under the pretext of the so-called

balance of forces during the cold-war era should be
| hope that all the States Members of the Uniteqdissolved. Furthermore, the presence of foreign military

Nations will lend encouragement to the Democratic People’$@S€S and troops in other countries is a violation of the
Republic of Korea’s position in favour of a negotiated sovereignty and territorial integrity of those nations. This

resolution of the nuclear issue on the Korean peninsula anf/NS counter to the trend towards independence of the
fully cooperate in taking practical measures to he|ppresent era. We demand the closing of all foreign military

implement the points agreed upon at the talks between thlgqses in various parts of the world and the unconditional
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the United"ithdrawal of foreign troops therefrom.
States of America.
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The peaceful settlement of disputes between countries  In the world there are big and small countries, but there
and nations is one of the important issues in safeguardingannot be senior or junior countries; there are developed and
world peace and security at present. In different parts of théess developed nations, but there cannot be dominating
world we are now witnessing the trampling underfoot of nations and nations destined to be dominated by others.
national sovereignty and the escalation of regional, religious
and ethnic disputes into full-fledged wars. This has been  we stand against any privileges being given to any
disturbing peace and security in some regions, and somgarticular nation in international relations. We call for
countries are suffering from severe disasters. Disputegniversal adherence to the principles of mutual respect and
between countries should be resolved through negotiationgon-interference in the internal affairs of others, for equality
between the parties concerned in order to meet their mutugind mutual benefits, and for friendship and cooperation
interests and serve the cause of world peace. among all the countries to be based on these principles.

As long as the structure of the existing inequitable  |n the international arena today, some forces are
international economic order remains the same, it isesorting to anachronistic actions; in violation of impartiality
impossible to eliminate the ever-widening gap between richand international justice, these forces connive at actions on
and poor, between the developed and the developinghe part of certain countries that violate international norms
countries and save the developing nations from povertypn a number of issues, including the nuclear issue, the
disease and disasters. The developed countries must accefman rights situation and terrorism, while pretending to be
responsibility for this and refrain from any actions jgnorant of them. At the same time, they accuse those
detrimental to the economic development of the developingountries that disobey them of a "nuclear threat", of "human

countries. This was specifically highlighted in the resolutionrights violations” and of “State-sponsored terrorism”,
and recommendations adopted by the Tenth Conference @hposing unacceptable pressure on them.

Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned
Countries. Constructive measures should be taken to resume Unjustifiable and unreasonable actions by a few

dialogue between the developed and developing countriegy, ntries that resort to strong-arm tactics and high-handed

reform the inequitable international economic order ang,enayiour while interfering in the internal affairs of others
establish a new, equitable international economic order. 4 applying a double standard to the practice of

international relations must no longer be tolerated.
Along with this, the developing countries should adopt

practical measures to realize South-South cooperation,  The United Nations should undergo restructuring and

starting from such priority fields as food, agriculture, public improvement. Such important measures are needed to meet

health and so on, in an effort to overcome their economiGy gy effectively the changed reality and new challenges.
poverty and establish a South-South economic order.

. I ) Primary attention should be paid to reviewing and
_The historic tasks and responsibilities the United,qqgj,sting the composition of the permanent membership of
Nations has assumed before mankind are growing heavighe ynited Nations Security Council. As the non-aligned

with each passing day, and the world watches the role of thg 4 gther developing countries form a majority of the United
United Nations and its activities. The United Nations ShOUIdNations membership, they should exercise their voice on an

be democratized to meet the requirements of the preseply,iyalent basis and should not be denied the opportunity to
situation and the aspirations of its Member States, according, o part in the process of resolving major international

to the principles of independence, equality and impartiality jsses. We hold that the third world countries should, as a
_ _ . matter of course, be included in the permanent membership
The important point here is that all Member Statesof the United Nations Security Council, in proportion to the

should be left to fully exercise their sovereignty, regardlessyumbers of their members in the Organization.
of differences in size of population or territory, whether

strong or weak, rich or poor. All countries and nations are At present, Japan is launching a public relations

equal members in international society and are entitled t%ampaign to gain a seat as a permanent member of the
equal rights. Security Council. But Japan is not assuming its due
. . ~ responsibility for the acts of aggression and war crimes

Mr. El-Araby (Egypt), Vice-President, took the chair  committed during the Second World War and has so far
failed to make a clean slate of its past. Therefore, it is not
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reasonable to talk about its qualification for permanent The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea will
membership. continue to hold fast to independence, to further strengthen
contacts and cooperation with United Nations Member

On|y when the United Nations measures up to its ownstates, and to remain faithful to the common cause of
responsibilities and role on an unprejudiced basis can it takBankind for global independence.
its rightful place as the international Organization that serves
international justice and champions world peace; only then  The delegation of the Democratic People’s Republic of
will it be able to meet the expectations of its Member StatesKorea wishes, in conclusion, to express its hope that at its
current session the General Assembly will have a successful
The destiny of each country and nation is closelydiscussion of all the agenda items placed before it at this

interlinked with the common destiny of mankind. session through the concerted efforts of all the
representatives of the various countries, thus contributing to

The world's people advocating independence shoulduilding & new, free and peaceful world.

work together in unity to consolidate their respective national . _
independence, to further their countries’ independent Mr. PAREDES (Ecuador) (interpretation from

development, and to contribute actively to a stronger worldSpanish) | am pleased to convey my congratulations to
peace and security. Ambassador Samuel Insanally, the Permanent Representative

of Guyana and a distinguished member of our Latin

We fully support the Cambodian people in their efforts American and Caribbean Group, on his well-deserved
to promote national reconciliation, unity and rehabilitation, el€ction as President of the General Assembly.
as we do the peoples of the member States of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations in their endeavours A short while ago, we were hailing the end of the cold
to establish a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality ifvar. There seemed to be a fresh possibility of building a
South-East Asia, and we support other Asian people in theiféw international order based on sound moral principles,
struggle to build a new, independent, peaceful andlamely the principles of justice, law, freedom and
prosperous Asia. democracy.

We would like to express our firm solidarity with the The Gulf crisis, caused by Irag’s invasion of Kuwait,
Palestinian and all the other Arab peoples who are engage@ffered the international community an opportunity to react
in efforts towards a fair and lasting solution of the Middle resolutely to restore the rights thus violated. The principles
East question, including the Palestinian question; to th@f condemnation of the use or the threat of the use of force
entire African people in their struggle to overcomeas a means of settling disputes were underscored. The
socio-economic difficulties and achieve the independentnadmissibility and illegitimacy of the acquisition of
development of their countries; to the Cuban people in theiterritories through force were reaffirmed. The principles of
struggle to defend the country’s sovereignty and dignity andhe peaceful settlement of disputes and respect for the

the gains of socialism; and to the Latin American peoples irsovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of States
their efforts towards peace and prosperity. were strengthened. Ecuador was gratified to see the

resultant reinforcement of the fundamental and age-old

The Government of the Democratic People’s RepublidPillars of its international policy.

of Korea and the Korean people will offer active support and
firm solidarity to the people of all countries throughout the The world today aspires more firmly and decisively to
world who are struggling to oppose all sorts of dominationlive in freedom and democracy and in an atmosphere of full
and subjugation, to build a new society and to promote théespect for human rights.
common cause of mankind.
This fundamental change has allowed the spread, not
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is guidedonly of positive forces, but also of underlying conflicts
by its consistent ideals of independence, peace anwhich, within various regions, have set off apparently
friendship in international relations, and these ideals coincidé/ncontainable escalation.
with the ideals of international society.
The United Nations, whose prestige had reached new
heights, was facing increasingly numerous, pressing and
complex problems. Extreme nationalism had flared up in the
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Balkans and elsewhere, while the breakdown of authorityGeneral Assembly has requested of the Secretary-General, on

had given rise to tragic humanitarian situations in Somaliaan agenda for development.

and in other regions. In Cambodia, the Organization had to

contribute to rebuilding the State. Ecuador was pleased by the results of the recent World

Conference on Human Rights. We believe that the Vienna

The problems have not disappeared; on the contraryDeclaration and Programme of Action constitute an

they proliferate in the former Socialist Federal Republic ofimportant step forward towards recognizing the universal

Yugoslavia and in the former Soviet Union. The largenature of human rights. The right to development is

numbers of refugees created by war serve as a pretext famiversal and inalienable. Ecuador appeals to all States to

extremist, nationalist and xenophobic ideologies to arise imake an effort to implement the goals and purposes of the

the very heart of Europe. Vienna Programme of Action.

The world, which applauded United Nations action on Ecuador is deeply gratified by the positive
the Iragi invasion of Kuwait, is examining with a critical eye developments in South Africa. We hope that the elections
the Organization’s inaction and ineffectiveness in Bosnia andcheduled for 1994 will mark the conclusive establishment
Herzegovina. In Bonn, the graffiti read, "Europe is dying in of a democratic, non-racial, pluralistic society truly free and
Sarajevo". In the Irag-Kuwait conflict, the use of force andopen to progress.
the acquisition of territory by force was condemned, but it
seems that in the case of Bosnia and Herzegovina the use of The most important element of progress may well be
force is being allowed to yield results and to expand thesocial development. For that reason, Ecuador firmly
territory of the aggressor. Here is a clear illustration thatsupported the initiative to convene the World Summit for
international morality is opposed to double standards ofocial Development. We reiterate our backing for the
action. international community’s decision, which will add meaning

to the commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the

In that context, Ecuador views as vital the work underUnited Nations.
way to restructure and strengthen the world Organization.

The General Assembly must shoulder with greater authority ~ The world economy is at a difficult stage. Even the
its responsibilities as the most representative democratigeveloped economies are in deep crisis. We must adopt a
organ of the United Nations. The Security Council needs tthew monetary and fiscal policy aimed at promoting short-
be restructured to reflect the striking changes in theerm recovery and at eliminating structural imbalances in the
membership of the United Nations and to ensure that it isnedium term. It is vital to coordinate the macro-economic
more representative and, hence, more legitimate. Weolicies of the strongest countries in order to promote world
commend all the steps being taken to that end, and wgconomic growth. It is necessary also to take account of the
support others that still need to be taken to ensure that thgitimate interests of all countries, especially developing
work of the Council is characterized by vision and countries.

transparency. We think that its membership should be

expanded, within limits ensuring that its work will be It will be impossible to maintain and bolster our
effective and aimed at the democratization of theyemqcracies without at the same time engaging in economic
Organization. Democratizing patrticipation in the Council’s and social programmes aimed at improved living standards
work requires the presence of States of special significancgy, 41 |n addressing these issues we should not rely solely
on the international scene, such as Germany and Japan, agf o|d economic statistical systems, but should turn to
of representatives of other geographical areas not NOWysiems that evaluate the quality of life, such as that
properly represented. proposed by the United Nations Development Programme.

_The work of the United Nations in the economic and | \y5y|d recall that a country’s domestic policies play a
social fields should be strengthened and made MOrg,minant part in its development process. Ecuador has
effective. We must not forget that peace is threatened NQligciged to carry out serious and thorough structural reforms
only by military aggression but also, and even more, bynat will permit greater scope for private enterprise and
situations of injustice or crisis that ought to be settled in &.qividual initiative and that will reduce Government

spirit of international solidarity. For that reason, Ecuadoriytarvention wherever it has proved to be ineffective and
looks forward to seeing as soon as possible the report thl‘ﬁappropriate.
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Economic development is meaningful when itaddresses  In this respect, we support all efforts to create new
human reality. To achieve this, we must be firmly nuclear-weapon-free zones and we voice our concern at any
committed to modernizing the State and, by our examplefailure to comply with the resolutions relating to the Korean
ensuring that morality prevails in the work of the peninsula. We urge the Government of the Democratic
Government. People’s Republic of Korea to heed the just demands of the

international community.

But national efforts to modernize the State and open the
economy to the universal trend towards freedom require  Today, | have heard with great concern of a possible
timely, adequate financial support. This should be obtainedhreach of the moratorium on nuclear testing by the People’s
basically, by establishing a trading system making possibl&epublic of China. If that information is confirmed, it will
fair prices for commodities and other exports of developingrepresent a grave step backwards in the process of
countries. Ironically, while they make splendid speeches irestablishing moratoriums on nuclear testing. We hope that
favour of free trade, the powerful countries continue toit will not trigger a rush to new testing on the part of other
impose measures that contradict their fine words. Oneuclear Powers.
example is the import barriers on Latin American bananas
imposed by the European Economic Community. In Latin America, democracy and freedom have been
strengthened. It is our hope that, by means of the exercise
We are concerned about what results will issue fromof the right of peoples to self-determination, Latin American
the Uruguay Round of negotiations under the GeneraWill soon be free of the remaining exceptions.
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). We need
transparent machinery to fight protectionism; this mustresult  The case of Haiti is particularly disquieting. Respect
from true international negotiations. for democracy and human values is a basic pillar of civilized
coexistence. Ecuador believes that the joint action of the
For many countries, certainly including Ecuador, theinternational community must encourage a new phase that
external debt continues to be one of the most seriousvill provide the Haitian people with certain basic guarantees.
problems and one that has the heaviest negative impact, not
only in the economic but also in the social and even political Throughout its history, Ecuador has demonstrated its
fields. We must review the financial policies of the peaceful spirit in true and unquestionable terms. In that
international credit agencies and complement their resourcespirit, it participated in the United Nations Observer Group
with direct private investment, so that the flow of capital jn Central America and the United Nations Observer Mission
from the developing world to the developed countries doesn E| Salvador. It continues to support the latter and has

not, as has happened to date, exceed the amount of aid gffered its forces for other peace-keeping operations.
investment channelled to the developing countries.

The proliferation of peace-keeping operations has
Prudent and appropriate regulation of the environmenhighlighted the need to carry out a careful review of the

and development is a task that concerns and interests us alonditions in which these operations are created and carried
We must promote sustainable development that will meeput and the limits of their respective mandates. This
humanity’s needs today without jeopardizing the rights ofOrganization should set the example of austerity in fund

future generations. The Rio Conference is of far-reachingnanagement in order to enhance its moral authority and its
importance and the fulfilment of the decisions andeffectiveness.

commitments undertaken there is crucial. Agenda 21 is a

historic document requiring political resolve on the part of In the light of its special links with Latin America,

all if it is to be put into effect. In that regard, the gcaqor attaches particular importance to its relations with
establishment and consolidation of financial sources igyeighhouring countries. Our Government has strengthened
essential. and expanded its traditional relations with Colombia, and

they have recently been evolving with great promise.
In the context of international security it is vitally

important that all international agreements concluded within A similar process is under way between the
the framework of the International Atomic Energy Agency Governments of Ecuador and Peru. The Presidents of

be strictly complied with, and that the inspection systems bg-c, aqor and Peru have given repeated and eloquent proof of
strengthened to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapong, ey political resolve to make progress in the process of

dialogue that has opened between the two countries. This
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process will enable us to ensure a climate of friendship, trusthese two countries could and should pursue with a view to
and understanding and to narrow the differences in ousecuring the development, integration and well-being for
positions on the territorial issue. Together we can makeheir peoples.
significant steps towards promoting the well-being of our
peoples, and as we move towards understanding we will be  Thus, we shall no longer be divided by borders and
able to overcome the differences which have Iong been aBorders will become points of union and of promising
obstacle in the way of a new era of fruitful coexistence.  cooperation, with tremendous scope and possibilities. This
has been the case with regard to the maritime area that we
The Government of Ecuador was pleased and venghare; this is the hope of the two peoples, especially the
grateful to note the demonstrations of support from manypeoples of southern Ecuador and northern Peru; this must be
countries, particularly American ones, for our dialogue withthe case with regard to the Amazon River meeting for a
Peru. We also appreciated the message that His Holinessstoric reconciliation of our two nations that adequately
Pope John Paul Il addressed to President Sixto Duran Ballémeets the major interests of the two countries in the Amazon
and President Alberto Fujimori on the occasion of theirregion and identifies them in plans that take account of their
meeting in Bahia de Caraques in December 1992. individual and collective rights, enhance their potential and
create conditions reflecting the importance of a major river
Ecuador, by tradition and inclination, has been a peacesystem and a region that all the countries of the basin must
loving nation and believes that the only valid way to Preserve and promote for the sake of current development as
overcome the territorial differences persisting between it andvell as the future well-being of our peoples.
Peru lies in the peaceful settlement of disputes. One option
in that regard is the arbitration of His Holiness the Pope, In this spirit of frank and constructive dialogue,
who, with his lofty moral authority and his enduring President Sixto Duran Ballén accepted the kind invitation of
devotion to understanding and harmony among peoples, Bresident Alberto Fujimori to visit Peru. Ecuador’s Foreign
extremely well qualified. That is why the Constitutional Ministry is busy making preparations with the authorities of
President of Ecuador, Sixto Duran Ballén, speaking from thighat friendly country for this mission so that the greatest
very rostrum at the forty-seventh session of the Genergbossible success may be achieved.
Assembly, reiterated the initiative which former Ecuadorian
President Rodrigo Borja set forth at the fOFty-Sith session A few days ago the world enthusiastica”y welcomed
of the General Assembly Concerning the arbitration of thhe handshake between two courageous men who had opted
Holy See. for peace and understanding. | should like, on behalf of
Ecuador, to pay tribute to Prime Minister Itzhak Rabin and
In response to this initiative and in keeping with the President Yasser Arafat. | am confident that this gesture,
spirit of dialogue that has been maintained and cultivatedhis historic event, will be not only the beginning of a tough
between the two countries, the President of Peru proposdaut promising relationship aimed at securing understanding
the participation of the Holy See through the mediation of anand cooperation between the two peoples but also a signal,
expert adviser who would offer his opinion from the point a sign of the times, for many other peoples who have to
of view of that neighbouring and friendly country with pursue the arduous path of peace and understanding.
respect to the "frontier disputes" with Ecuador.
For this reason, President Clinton was absolutely right
We now have two proposals that are distinct in scopewvhen, on that historic morning, he said:
and content: on the one hand, arbitration, and on the other

the assistance of an expert adviser. But they coincide in "We know that a difficult path lies before us.
their recognition of the great help to be had from the Pontiff, Every peace has its own enemies - those who a|WayS
who in the course of history has traditionally worked for prefer the easy attitudes of hatred to the hard task of

rapprochementand understanding among peoples. These reconciliation."
very differences and varied proposals highlight the need to
preserve and strengthen the process of dialogue between the

two countries.  Ecuador is faithfully committed to that \nqerstanding. Hence, | wish to associate myself with the
process with a view not only to finding the fairest, most

2SS [ “noble words of Cardinal Antonio Samoré, the delegate of the
realistic and honourable solution to the problem, but also MHoly Father in the Papal mediation between the fraternal

order to respond appropriately to all the possibilities for.,ntries of Argentina and Chile, in his speech at the time
complementary action, cooperation and joint endeavour that

Ecuador believes in peace and trusts in peace and
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of the signing, in Montevideo, of the commitment between Allow me to take this opportunity to congratulate the
the two countries: Members that were admitted to the Organization during the
past year. Their admission strengthens the ideal of the
"l say to all of you - Christians, believers and men universality of the United Nations. We assure them of our
of good will: do not be afraid to opt for peace, to Willingness to work closely with them in our common efforts
educate for peace. The aspiration to peace will nevefo create a better world.
be disappointed. The endeavour to achieve peace
inspired by charity that never fails will yield its fruits. The end of the cold war created an unprecedented
Peace will be the last word in history." opportunity to increase international cooperation with a view
to achieving international peace and security and promoting
Against this background, and with a view to ensuringthe socio-economic progress envisaged in the United Nations
that these efforts are made in an appropriate climate ofharter. However, the new challenges emerging on the
genuine understanding and harmony and will be effective, plobal scene demand that the international community
formally take the opportunity, at this rostrum, to propose toSummon up the will and imagination to overcome them.
the Government of Peru that, reaffirming the commitment
that both countries have made in accordance with many The disappearance of the great ideological rivalry
existing international instruments - principally, the United between East and West has resulted in a sense of soberness
Nations Charter - we give our word of honour that, in ourand improvement in relations between States. It has also led
mutual relations, we shall not resort to force or to the threato a reduction in tensions and to significant progress in the
of the use of force. Such a solemn commitment wouldarea of disarmament, thereby creating opportunities for the
underscore an essential legal obligation and amount to aconversion of massive resources to peaceful uses.
eloquent additional means of promoting mutual trust; and it

would be an appropriate framework for continued dialogue  peace and security, however, is not merely the absence
on the path of peace and understanding, with a view t®f war or the threat of war; it is the absence of conditions
achieving, as soon as possible, a fair, honourable and lastingat threaten the enjoyment of life and social harmony. The
settlement between the two countries. United Nations now has an opportunity to put fully into
effect the system of security envisaged in its Charter. This
Mr. MUSYOKA (Kenya): May I, at the outset, take system is based on the principles of the peaceful settlement
this opportunity to extend our most sincere condolences andf disputes and collective action in pursuit of international
deepest sympathy to the delegation, Government and peoppeace and the maintenance of global security. Equally
of India following the earthquake disaster, which has leftimportant, the world has an opportunity to build pillars of
thousands of people dead and many villages destroyed. Wmeace by tackling sources of instability in the economic,
share the grief of the people of India at this sorrowful andsocial, humanitarian and ecological fields.
tragic time.
The brutal war in Bosnia, the destruction of Somalia
I should like to join those representatives who haveand the protracted civil wars in Angola and elsewhere
already congratulated Mr. Insanally of Guyana on hisconfirm the futility of the use of force as a means of solving
unanimous election as President of the General Assembly afisputes.
the United Nations at its forty-eighth session. His election

to this high office is a demonstration of the confidence that The ratification of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
the Member States have in him and of their respect for hi§START 1) by the Governments of the United States of
country, Guyana. We are confident that, under his wisenmerica and the Russian Federation and their signing of the
guidance, our deliberations in this session will achieve thesTART II Agreements in January 1993 are significant
desired results. developments in disarmament. The primary responsibility
for nuclear disarmament rests with those States that possess
| also wish to pay tribute to Mr. Insanally’s the nuclear arsenals. Kenya, however, strongly believes that
predecessor, Mr. Stoyan Ganev of Bulgaria, for steering théhe international community as a whole must be involved
forty-seventh session to a successful conclusion. and should contribute to measures intended to achieve
nuclear disarmament and the non-proliferation of all
We commend the Secretary-General,weapons of mass destruction.
Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, too for the skilful and competent
manner in which he is directing the Organization.
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Contrary to expectations, the collapse of the bipolar The highest priority is to assist the people of Somalia
world order has not given way to a new order of peace andh furthering the national reconciliation process and to
democracy and improved socio-economic situations. Th@romote and advance the re-establishment of regional and
emerging order has raised new challenges and newational institutions and civil administration in the entire
approaches to solutions. As Members of the United Nationsountry, as set out in Security Council resolution 814 (1993).
family, we need to redouble our efforts with vision and This requires improvement of the dialogue between the
determination to balance both short- and long-term interestsinited Nations personnel in Somalia and the general Somali
as we struggle to shape the new order. public as an essential element in confidence-building to

facilitate reconciliation between the various factions.

In many parts of the world, we are confronted with
assertions of nationalism coupled with territorial claims. As Kenya shares an 800-kilometre-long border with
the Secretary-General puts it in his Agenda for Peace, = Somalia. In many ways, we are extremely exposed to the
Somalia problem. Somalia is a sister country with which we
"... the cohesion of States is threatened by brutal ethnicshare family relations as well as ethnic and cultural
religious, social, cultural and linguistic strife". affinities. The very heavy influx of Somali refugees into
(A/47/277, para. 11) Kenya has had a devastating effect on the most ecologically
fragile parts of the country. The border region has suffered

Kenya subscribes to the thrust of the Agenda for Peacgerious environmental destruction as a result of excessive
as elaborated during the forty-seventh session of the Genergtting of trees for building materials and firewood. The
Assembly, on the basis of which a draft resolution will be physical and social infrastructures have been overstretched
adopted during this session. The elaboration of the AgendY €Xcessive usage and overloading.
for Peace should take into account the principles of _ .
sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and ~ Most seriously, our people and security personnel have
non-interference in the internal affairs of nation-States. ~ been subjected to numerous acts of banditry by armed gangs

crossing into Kenya from Somalia, causing general insecurity

The new approach will widen and deepen the scope oif”. .t.he border reg?on. We have continued to Iosg both
the United Nations in the promotion of the peacefulc'v'“ans and security personnel at an unacceptably high rate

settlement of disputes and the maintenance of peace aftf & result of attg_cks by bandits. Huge numbers of livestock
security. In this regard, Kenya urges the full exploitation of&"d huge quantities of other property have also been lost to

the potential of the International Court of Justice in the!€M-

adjudication of disputes between States as a potential

transparent and cost-effective means of conflict resolution. ~ AS peace is being restored in Somalia, we are
cooperating with the Office of the United Nations High

The case of Somalia is particularly distressing. weCommissioner for Refugees to accelerate the voluntary

strongly believe that keeping United Nations peace-keepingePatriation of refugees. At the same time, we are

personnel in Somalia is critical to the pursuit of peace and®duesting the United Nations and the donor community to
security in that country. We note with appreciation the Urgently assist Kenya with programmes for the rehabilitation

Secretary-General's report that, despite several incidences 8f the pPhysical and social infrastructures as well as for the
violence in Mogadishu, there are improvements in the'€storation of the ecosystem in the region.

overall situation, including eradication of starvation,

establishment of a large number of district councils, opening ~ We are also requesting the Secretary-General to

of schools and resumption of normal life in most areas ofreinforce the United Nations Operation in Somalia
the country. (UNOSOM) patrols along the Somali side of the border so

as to complement the efforts of the Kenyan security
resolution Personnel on our side. We believe that the joint security

We also welcome Security Council = U
efforts will significantly scale down the flow of armed gangs

865 (1993) of 22 September, by which the Counuiter = .
alia, invites the Secretary-General to consult the countries ofnd individuals into Kenya.

the region and regional organizations concerned on means of

further reinvigorating the reconciliation process. We believe ~ Sudan is another neighbouring country that has for a
that the regional peace initiatives can effectively complementong time now been suffering devastating civil strife. The

the United Nations efforts in facilitating reconciliation Problem has been of great concern not only to the
between all the factions in Somalia. neighbouring countries but also to the Organization of
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African Unity (OAU) and the United Nations. There is an The experience of Somalia and other regional conflicts

urgent need for the United Nations to support the ongoingonvinces us that there is an urgent need for the United
regional efforts spearheaded by Presidents Yoweri Musevemations to re-evaluate the existing international control

of Uganda, Afwerki of Eritrea and Zenawi of Ethiopia under systems for conventional-weapon production and trade. The
the chairmanship of President Daniel Arap Moi of Kenya.widespread availability of deadly conventional weapons

We appeal to all parties involved in the conflict to be constitutes the most important factor in the prolongation of

flexible in the search for a just and lasting solution. regional and civil conflicts.

Elsewhere in our continent, efforts to find solutions to With its increased responsibilities and challenges, the
ethnic and other conflicts have shown encouraging trenddJnited Nations needs to be restructured and revitalized so
We are confident that the people of Mozambique, Rwandahat it can effectively discharge its responsibilities. It must
and Liberia will realize their dreams of peace through thealso be provided with adequate resources. The tasks ahead
process of dialogue. Greater involvement by the Uniteddemand that the energy and attention of all components of
Nations in the Rwandese peace process is pertinent at thike United Nations be engaged fully and appropriately.
stage. It is essential that the peace accords signed in these
countries be honoured by all the parties, with effective The General Assembly must be enabled to play its full
support from the United Nations, the OAU and regionalrole in decisions affecting international peace and security.
bodies, and with generous assistance from friendly countriesthere is a need to establish a balanced relationship between

the Assembly and the other principal organs of the United

The situation in Angola is very disturbing. The Nations, and to ensure logical accountability of the principal
ongoing bloodshed could easily have been avoided if th@rgans, in particular the Security Council.

UNITA leadership had accepted the verdict of the people in

the elections. We appeal to UNITA to agree to a dialogue  The Security Council must also be reformed so that it
for a peaceful pO“tiC&' solution, with the mediation and is more transparent, more representati\/e and more
increased support of the United Nations, OAU and thedemocratic in its decision-making process, while at the same
sponsors of the Peace Accords. time its effectiveness is ensured.

We are also greatly encouraged by the developments  The ongoing restructuring and revitalization of the
that have taken place in South Africa. The agreementconomic and Social Council and the United Nations in the
reached for the creation of the Transitional Executiveeconomic, social and related fields should strengthen the
Council and the setting of a date for the first democraticCouncil and enable it to play a central role in providing
elections pave the way for the establishment of a trulypolicy recommendations to the General Assembly.
non-racial, democratic South Africa. We support the recengimilarly, the ongoing efforts to restructure the Secretariat
call by Mr. Nelson Mandela, the President of the African must be balanced and accord appropriate priority to
National Congress of South Africa (ANC), for all diplomatic development concerns.  Operational activities of the
and economic sanctions against South Africa to be lifted. Organization must be provided with adequate resources on

a sustainable basis to enable it effectively to promote

The recently concluded, momentous agreement betweesocio-economic progress in accordance with its Charter.

Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) marks

a turning point in the process of finding a just and lasting  peace-keeping operations have increasingly become
solution to the Palestinian and, indeed, the Middle Eashmong the most utilized and widely acceptable instruments
problem. We are encouraged by the assurances that this ¢$ the Organization, especially in discharging its primary
the first tangible step towards the establishment of &esponsibility in the maintenance of international peace and
Palestinian State anngside Israel. We wish the Pa'eStiniagbcurity_ The operations have also increasing|y taken on
and Israeli people happy and peaceful coexistence. new and broader assignments and responsibilities. Kenya is
happy to be closely associated with peace-keeping
Further afield, we welcome the successful holding ofoperations. We have contributed military and police
the elections under United Nations auspices in Cambodigersonnel to many peace-keeping operations world wide.
the conclusion of the Governors Island Agreement on th&he enormous rise in the number and scope of
restoration of a democratically elected Government of Haitipeace-keeping operations requires that the ability of the
and the progress towards the establishment of lasting pea@ecretariat to manage such large-scale operations be
in El Salvador.
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strengthened and also that Member States be ready tegional bodies already established, such as the Preferential
finance the operations. Trade Area for the Eastern and Southern African Countries
(PTA), the Inter-Governmental Authority for Drought and
In this connection, the serious concerns expressed bpevelopment (IGADD) in the Horn of Africa, and the
the Secretary-General and his urgent appeals to Membé&ngoing efforts to revive East African cooperation.
States to pay arrears of contributions must receive a concrete
and speedy response from all the Members of this  Our experience in Kenya in implementing structural
Organization. The formula for apportioning contributions adjustment programmes is that the reforms have inherent
should reflect the special responsibility of the permanennegative short-term effects, particularly on the poor and the
members of the Security Council and of other developedther vulnerable members of society. These include the fall
countries and take into account the relatively limitedin their purchasing power owing to the liberalization of
capacities of developing countries. A dramatic change in th@rices, job losses through a reduction of manpower in the
formula of contributions could, | submit, complicate further public sector, and the reduction of government expenditure
the problem of arrears. The establishment of theon such essential social services as health, education and
peace-keeping reserve fund would go a long way towardsther infrastructures.  The donor community needs,
making peace-keeping operations more efficient. In thigherefore, to balance the aid conditionalities with the
regard, a timely and effective response by the Unitedsocio-economic realities obtaining in the countries
Nations will largely depend on the availability of adequateimplementing structural adjustment programmes, particularly
resources, at least in the initial stages, to cater for the criticaby addressing the social dimensions of such programmes in
time lost in negotiations for the financing of peace-keepingconcrete and human terms.
operations. It is also important that a formula be developed

to establish a more predictable financial basis for the The United Nations new agenda for the development of
peace-keeping operations. Africa in the 1990s, adopted by the General Assembly at its
forty-sixth session, commits the international community to

The uncertainty prevailing in the world economy today implement concrete and effective measures to support
is a cause for serious concern. Insufficient growth in theAfrica’s own efforts in the process of economic reforms and
developed countries has contributed to the unfavourabldevelopment. The success of the implementation of the
external conditions that threaten the political, economic anghrogramme will depend, first, on the efforts of the African
social stability of many developing countries. These includecountries themselves and, secondly, on the back-up resources
renewed pressures for increased protectionism, fallindrom multilateral and bilateral donors. We are concerned
commodity prices and the decline in financial flows, amongthat these resources are shrinking owing to diversion and
other conditions. Despite the far-reaching economic andvhat appears to be a subtle disengagement from Africa.
political reforms which have been put in place by most

African countries in the last three years, the situation The acute external debt of African countries and the
continues to be grim, since the region continues toheavy and unbearable burden of servicing that debt are
experience economic growth of less than 2 per cent. Th@mong the matters on which concrete action is needed. The
current trends, if not reversed, threaten to marginalize furthepurden of debt-servicing drains the continent of over $10
the participation of African countries in the global economy. pjllion annually, thus diverting resources badly needed for
investment and alleviation of poverty.
The liberalization of the African economies and the

hard work of the African people are not in themselves On trade, it is gratifying to note that, after six months
sufficient to transform the socio-economic situation in of stalemate, multilateral negotiations of the Uruguay Round
Africa. The continent is not playing the international of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)
economic game with other continents on a level ground. Weyave resumed. We emphasize, however, that the outcome of
wish, therefore, to underscore the need for the internationaghe negotiations should be balanced to take account of the

community to seize the opportunity created by the positiveparticular needs of the poor developing countries.
changes taking place on the continent and give Africa real

support so that the gains made for economic and democratic

i ) The World Conference on Human Rights, which was
reform will be sustainable.

held in Vienna, Austria, in June this year, marked a
significant watershed for the international community on the

At the same time, African countries should continue tojmportant question of human rights. That Conference
strengthen their regional integration efforts within the emphasized that human rights are interdependent and
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indivisible. It recognized development as a basic humarDirector, despite the concerns expressed by the General
right. Democracy, development and human rights go handssembly at its forty-seventh session. The filling of the post
in hand, as experience has shown that it is difficult towill give the required impetus to the Habitat secretariat.
guarantee some basic rights, especially economic and social

rights, in situations of abject poverty. Mr. Pursoo (Grenada), Vice-President, took the Chair

As | emphasized in my statement at that Conference,  As to the social issues, | wish to assure members of our
the existing international institutions for human rights needcooperation with the international community in the
strengthening. At the same time, developing countriereparatory work for the forthcoming Conference on
require support and assistance to strengthen their domestigpulation and Development, to be held next year; the
institutions and build strong foundations for the rule of law Fourth World Conference on Women, also to be held in
and the administration of justice. 1994; and the World Summit for Social Development, set for

1995. We need to put all our energies into the preparatory

Since the Rio Conference on Environment andwork of these Conferences to ensure that they achieve their
Development, Governments and international agencies havetended objectives.
focused their attention on the implementation of Agenda 21.

The first substantive meeting of the Commission on  |nconclusion, the international community, through this
Sustainable Development, held in June this year, madassembly, must make every effort to face these challenges
tangible progress in adopting crucial decisions on its workand many more which are yet to come. We owe it to
programme. Kenya welcomes the progress being madgosterity and to future generations to leave this world a
towards ensuring the effectiveness of the Globalpetter place to live in. We have neither excuses nor reasons
Environmental Facility as an important instrument for to fail. And if we do fail, history will judge us harshly. In
funding incremental costs related to the implementation othis endeavour, our differences should strengthen rather than
Agenda 21. However, we are concerned that adequatgeaken us, for in unity lies our strength. In the words of our
financial resources for the implementation of the programmeyeloved President, His Excellency Daniel Teroitich Arap

have fallen short of expectations. On institutional Moi, love, peace and unity are the pi||ars for deve|opment
arrangements, while Kenya supports the mandate given tand progress.

the Commission on Sustainable Development in regard to

mo_nitoring progress in the implementation of Agenda 21, the Mr. SHIHMURADOV (Turkmenistan) iterpretation
Unltgd Nations Environment Prpgramme (UNE_P) MUStom Russian):First of all, | should like to congratulate the
continue to play a central role owing to the experience anq>resident on his assumption of his important post at the
expertise it has accumulated over the years in the area of H?Srty-eighth session of the General Assembly.

environment. The need to strengthen UNEP to enable it to
participate effectively in the implementation of Agenda 21

can therefore not be overemphasized. | should also like to express my gratitude for making it

possible for me to comply with the instructions of the
inal h ; eaciliti President of Turkmenistan, Mr. Niyazov, and the entire

Accordingly, the conference faciliies at UNEP 1, men population in speaking to the world community.
Headquarters in Nairobi must be put to full use. Itis neithera nique situation prevails in the world today. There are no
economically sound nor in keeping with the objective ofjoqqer o inimical camps, and we virtually have eliminated
strengthening UNEP to have many meetings initiated by th‘?he most pressing problem of global nuclear conflict.

Organization held outside its Headquarters. As a hoSE ihermore, ridding ourselves of the ideological yoke has
country, Kenya shall continue to provide all the necessaryaaq s from internal conflicts and contradictions. As
assistance Fohlil\:EPl to enable it to play its central andyiica) scientists said after the end of the standoff between
indeed, its rightful role. the two blocs, we now have on the world agenda urgent

problems - new and bloody regional and internal conflicts,

As the Secretariat of the United Nations undergoeswhich are no less dangerous to the world than a global
restructuring, we should be mindful of the mandates ofconfrontation.

various agencies and bodies in order to avoid the possibility
of losing the original objective. Kenya is concerned that the
role of the United Nations Centre for Human Settleme”tsoutbreak of aggressiveness and conflict? In our view, the

(Habitat), whose Headquar_ters_ are inNairobi, is be,inganswer to this question can be found in the lack of political
eroded by the undue delay in filling the post of Execut'\’epragmatism and in a failure to understand realities. One of

What are the reasons for this seemingly unfathomable
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the major reasons is the lack of a deep-seated political In this regard, we are trying to pursue our policy in
culture and of restraint, and the desire to do everything asuch a way that we would strengthen our ability to avoid
once. But there are no miracles. We need political couragesocial upheaval, breakdowns in all sectors of society and the
which has been demonstrated by the President ofack of social harmony. This is not easy. The people of
Turkmenistan, in order to avoid the pitfalls of unrealistic Turkmenistan need unity and solidarity. This gives us hope
decisions, something which might, to put it mildly, lead to for the future, however. Pragmatism will be a determinant
social disappointment. in overcoming our difficulties in establishing the major
criteria for Turkmenistan’s current foreign policy. In solving
From the very first days of our independent existencethese economic problems, we are offering to our foreign
Turkmenistan found itself faced with a whole series ofpartners businesslike cooperation without any ideological or
difficult and unique problems, which were determined by thepolitical passions, and we have found understanding
special characteristics of its attaining statehood. Proclaimingverywhere. The logical outcome of this development has
its sovereignty and independence is only the starting-pointed us to the formulation of a foreign-policy concept of
for a lengthy process which is to lead to the establishmenpositive neutrality, which is in keeping with the national
of an efficient po|itica| system, a strong national economyinterests of our State and in the interest of maintaining peace
and a workable social structure. For this, we neecand stability in the region.
essentially not just reforms but a full reorientation of the
political system and of the economy. | should like to In solving military problems, we have been guided by
emphasize especially this aspect, since at the same time veoyr neutral status, which stems from the principle of non-
difficult reforms will be needed in other areas as well. interference in the internal affairs of States and the
recognition of territorial integrity and the inviolability of
The natural economic and social deve|opment of ouﬂheir borders. It is well known that sometimes the concept
people was interrupted for seven long decades. As a resulf non-interference can be questionable or even rejected.
people lost the notion of private property, and their ways ofBut in our view, a new independent State in Europe and
thinking and social morals became out of touch. This is arSia also needs conditions for the peaceful resolution of its
important aspect, and we should bear this mind ininternal problems in order to achieve civil calm and in order
establishing new States on a new legal basis. to find the necessary compromises. Obviously, based on
military force, we cannot achieve development and progress

At the present time, the most important possessions of' the broad sense of the word.  And we need to move away
all the citizens of Turkmenistan are independence and th0m internationalizing the internal problems of various
opportunity to solve their problems independently. PerhapsStates through military force. At the same time, we support
this would seem to be axiomatic, but as we see it, of thd€ Peace-keeping actions of the United Nations and other
entire system of priorities formulated by the Government ofNtérnational organizations.
our country, this is the most desirable in the current
circumstances prevailing in Turkmenistan and in the area. These are the factors that determine our view of events

in Tajikistan. | can state that our position has found support

In order to achieve large-scale reforms of the politicala”d understanding among other countries. We have reached

and economic system in Turkmenistan, a programme of "1§9reement with the leadership of Iran on a new agreement,
years of stability" has been adopted. What are the tasks g€ Of the most important conditions of which is the
that programme? First and foremost, to wean the ecOnomg;ansformatlon of the 1,500-kilometre border between Iran
away from the notion of State property, in particular from a@"d Turkmenistan into a border of peace and cooperation.
foodstuff-dominated economy and production towards the//& are actively engaged in political dialogue with the
production of prepared products. The second is thecentra[ _Government of Afghanistan and also ywth the
formation of the political, economic, social, spiritual and authorities of the northern and north-western provinces.

cultural life of the State, without the infamous system -

inherited from the past - of roles played out in advance. Such a policy has brought positive results. Recently we
Thirdly is the formation and development of democraticSigned a three-party memorandum on the construction of a
institutions, including a multi-party system. Against the railroad from Turkmenistan to Pakistan through Afghanistan.
background of these processes, we see social psycholodfy addition, Afghanistan will see the first major railroad in
transformed, away from political apathy and the lack ofits history. We will make it possible, therefore, to have an
responsibility. outlet to the ports of the Indian Ocean through the States of

Central Asia and Europe.
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Speaking of relations with our neighbours, we mustUnion, we now see respect for national interests alone, and
especially emphasize the role of Russia in the creation of awe see only the bare beginnings of a process of inter-State
independent Turkmenistan. We well understand that thiselations on new, qualitatively different bases. The
process began in Russia and was initiated by its leadershiptatehood of these countries is a difficult matter, and this
A high degree of understanding at the level of leadershigprocess must respect national specificities and social and
and the traditional mutual respect of our peoples hagconomic factors. If all these factors are borne in mind, any
established a lasting basis for the development of mutuallkind of rigid coordinating structure is impossible. Attempts
advantageous bilateral cooperation on new and equitablartificially to impose positions and a unified model for
bases. In speaking of this, | should like from this rostrumdevelopment on new independent States cannot but work
to state that Turkmenistan supports the efforts of theagainst sovereignty and national interests. In the final
leadership of Russia to establish order and to establishnalysis, such an approach would lead to the establishment
conditions for the active continuation of political reforms and of a new centre.
the full dismantling of the totalitarian system and its

replacement with a system chosen by the people. From the very outset, Turkmenistan actively attempted
to develop relations with the countries of the Commonwealth
Turkmenistan is actively developing relations with of Independent States on the basis of bilateral relations and
Turkey, Austria, the United Kingdom, Indonesia, Pakistan,various types of agreements, in view of the fact that the
Malaysia, Germany, France, Argentina and Italy, andCommonwealth is primarily a consultative mechanism that
constructive dialogue with the United States is under waygives us the opportunity to exchange ideas and experience
President Niyazov's recent visit to Belgium laid the and to lay down programmes of action. We feel that such
groundwork for new cooperation between Turkmenistan anén approach is more flexible and therefore more effective.
the countries of the European Community and betweerkxperience has shown that at this current stage - and |
Turkmenistan and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.emphasize, at this current stage - bilateral agreements are a
We are also opening a number of Turkmenistan Embassiasore reliable basis for solving problems as they arise.
abroad. In short, our country is actively involved in
international relations. We often see the example of the European Community,
and, supposedly, the same thing could happen in our region.
We support those agreements that will lead to an endo my mind, anyone who tries to achieve what the European
of confrontation and make possible peaceful and constructiv€ommunity has done over 40 years is not taking into
dialogue.  Among those agreements, we note withaccount some essential factors: the high-level starting-point
satisfaction the recent changes in the relationship betweesf the unification of Europe, the very different market basis
Israel and the PLO. of its economies and what might be called the European
psychology. We have none of these factors.
Turkmenistan’s geopolitical situation - our country is a
member of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in It is important to establish the fact that if we cannot
Europe (CSCE) and is at the same time connected by deemunt on our future relations, the Commonwealth of
historical and cultural roots to the Middle and Far East -Independent of States has no prospects. We in Turkmenistan
enables us, in view of our country’s stability, to play a believe, and have always believed, that a solution should be
constructive role in bridging the gap between two majorfound within the framework of the Commonwealth, should
regions of the world. be adopted by consensus and should be very broad and
based primarily on economic feasibility and attractiveness.
| should like to say a few words on Turkmenistan’s This will be only the first step, and it needs to be followed
positionvis-a-visthe Commonwealth of Independent States.by others on a higher level of integration.
Turkmenistan is in favour of the Commonwealth, in favour
of the development of integrationist processes and, while it  But for this, the Commonwealth of Independent States
opposed the establishment of any kind of rigid centralizedand the countries of which it is composed need a period of
system in the past it is in favour of coordinating structurestransition in order to work out acceptable approaches and
adequately evaluate the existing realities. Over two years of
In our view, the coming forth today of super-national independent development, we have done a great deal of
formations has held back the process of independence aork in establishing a legal basis for the market. We have
has now led back to the former system of decision by force@lready established the basis and guarantees that opened up
In States that have arisen since the dissolution of the Sovidhe Turkmen market to foreign investors and enterprises. In
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Turkmenistan we have introduced private property, We welcome the attention the United Nations
including land, and we have established zones of freepecialized agencies have paid us with regard to our
economic development. Today we have a stable politicaproblems. Despite our difficulties and the problems yet to
situation and social agreement. It is important that societye solved, the Republic has achieved considerable success.
be psychologically prepared for new economic relations. Over the first six months of 1993, Turkmenistan’s national
income increased by 112 per cent. Such growth would not
On 1 November this year, Turkmenistan will introduce have been achieved by many States in a similar situation.
its own national monetary unit, the manat. We are in arOver that same period industrial output increased by 116.9
extremely unstable monetary zone, which would mearPer cent, and agricultural production increased by
certain limitations for Turkmenistan if we gave up our 124 per cent.
sovereignty and formed our own policy regarding prices,
taxation, budgeting, credit and monetary policy. Hence, our  The stronger our economy, the more reliable the fabric
country has sometimes absorbed some losses because abfpolitical and social life in our State. At the same time,
continuing inflation and the economic crisis. we believe that economic development is inconceivable
without our country’s steady development of a society in
All of this was conditioned by the need to introduce OurWhiCh the individual and his interests are regarded as the
own currency. We believe that our own currency policy will most important end. For Turkmenistan, which for 70 years
be closely linked to that of the United States dollar, and wehad a totalitarian system with backward social development,
intend to ensure, from the time we introduce it, its development of the economy remains the keystone of our
convertibility. According to prognoses of international State policy. In this context, along with other forthcoming
experts and our own evaluations, we have a real opportunitf?@jor international events, such as the International
of doing this. The manat will be a reliable currency for the Conference on Population and Development, the Fourth
State reserves. The introduction of a national currencyVorld Conference on Women, with the three objectives,

policy will hasten structural changes in the economy ancequality, development and peace, and the International
bring us closer to the market. Conference on Population and Development, which will deal

with problems of human beings and their need for shelter,

With the International Monetary Fund we have worked W& Welcome the preparations for the World Summit for

up a programme of structural economic changes, including©cial Dévelopment, to be held in Copenhagen in 1995,

a step-by-step process. From 1 October we have begun"&hiCh will deal, we think, in detail with social consequences
broad liberalization of prices, including plans to enter theOf €conomic reform and restructuring as applied to countries

world price system and this also includes energy pricesi.” transition. In the context of social problems, | should like
0 point out that in 1990 we had the World Summit for

With the introduction of the manat as our currency we ard! , . ; X : S
beginning active privatization, which involves, first and Chlld.rgn,whlch gstabhshedanew basis for improving living
foremost, the sphere of services in the area of medium-sizegPnditions for children the world over.

and large enterprises. This is to be done by selling

enterprises at auction and distributing shares among workers. The Government of Turkmenistan gives priority

We hope to conclude the privatization process by the end Oenttention to these endeavours. Turkmenistan joined in the
1995. Convention on the Rights of the Child and intends very soon

to sign the Declaration that was adopted at that World
| should like to point out that the privatization Summit. We also have serious work under way for national

programme has been carried out in close cooperation witRrogrammes of action in order to achieve the goals outlined
the World Bank. In addition, measures to free prices havdn the Declaration.
been undertaken by the Government in order to free up

trade. Licensing of exports will take place with a view to

observing norms ensured through national security and the

protection of our cultural and artistic heritage. We shall also

undertake other steps designed to promote maximum

stimulation of international trade and eliminate administrative

barriers and to increase access to the market. In a time of

transition to a market economy, we intend to make the

State’s role more streamlined and open and significantly

reduce its interference in economic activities.
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We share the view of the international community that
we must rebuild the Earth’s ecology. We support
international cooperation in United Nations efforts in this
timely endeavour. In our view, it is sustainable development
and balanced attention to the interests of all countries that
will ensure the successful solution of global, regional and
subregional problems; this should accord with the
conclusions of the 1992 United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development and of the Convention on
climate change.

| announce before the Assembly that Turkmenistan
intends to eliminate all its nuclear weapons and will continue
its support for the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT), for the chemical weapons
Convention, and for the bacteriological (biological) weapons
Convention.

| convey the gratitude of the President of Turkmenistan,
of our Government and of our people to the United Nations
for its support and its understanding.

| should also like to pay a tribute to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
for his tireless and innovative work.

Turkmenistan wishes to state without reserve that it will
honestly and openly cooperate with all States that share its
attachment to the principles of the Organization. Our
policies will be based on common sense and on protecting
our people’s interests.  Turkmenistan, in creating a
democratic, secular State, is open to peaceful cooperation
and ready to engage in broadly-based, mutually beneficial
cooperation.

The meeting rose at 6.25 p.m.



