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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law was established by the
General Assembly under its resolution 2099 (XX) of 20 December 1965 and has been
continued under relevant resolutions repeated annually until 1971 and biennially
thereafter. 1 / The most recent resolution concerning the Programme is
resolution 46/50 of 9 December 1991.

2. In resolution 44/23 of 17 November 1989, in which it declared the period
1990-1999 as the United Nations Decade of International Law, the General
Assembly considered the encouragement of the teaching, study, dissemination and
wider appreciation of international law as one of the main purposes of the
Decade and stressed the need to promote those activities. 2 / The foregoing was
reaffirmed by the Assembly in its resolution 45/40 of 28 November 1990, 3 / by
which it adopted the programme for the activities to be commenced during the
first term (1990-1992) of the United Nations Decade of International Law, set
out in the annex to the resolution.

3. Chapter IV of the above-mentioned programme for the activities reads as
follows:

"IV. ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE TEACHING, STUDY,
DISSEMINATION AND WIDER APPRECIATION
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

"1. The Advisory Committee on the United Nations Programme of Assistance
in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of
International Law is requested, in the context of the Decade, to formulate
relevant guidelines for the Programme’s activities and to report to the
Sixth Committee on the activities carried out under the Programme in
accordance with such guidelines. Special emphasis should be given to
supporting academic and professional institutions already carrying out
research and education in international law, as well as to encouraging the
establishment of such institutions where they might not exist, particularly
in the developing countries. States are encouraged to contribute to the
strengthening of the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the
Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law.

"2. States should encourage their educational institutions to introduce
courses in international law for students studying law, political science,
social sciences and other relevant disciplines; they should study the
possibility of introducing topics of international law in the curricula of
schools at the primary and secondary levels. Cooperation between
institutions at the university level amongst developing countries, on the
one hand, and their cooperation with those of developed countries on the
other, should be encouraged.

"3. States should consider convening conferences of experts at the
national and regional levels in order to study the question of preparing
model curricula and materials for courses in international law, training of
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teachers in international law, preparation of textbooks on international
law and the use of modern technology to facilitate the teaching of and
research in international law.

"4. The United Nations system of organizations, regional organizations and
States should consider organizing seminars, symposia, training courses,
lectures and meetings and undertaking studies on various aspects of
international law. States and regional organizations have already
expressed their readiness to undertake such activities on the following
subjects: developing countries and international law (China); developing
countries and international legislation on the environment (China); law of
the sea (Yugoslavia); joint ventures in deep seabed mining (Asian-African
Legal Consultative Committee); and promotion of the ratification of the
United Nations conventions on refugees (Asian-African Legal Consultative
Committee).

"5. States are encouraged to organize special training in international
law for legal professionals, including judges, and personnel of ministries
of foreign affairs and other relevant ministries. The United Nations
Institute for Training and Research, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, the Hague Academy of International
Law and regional organizations are invited to cooperate in this respect
with States.

"6. Cooperation among developing countries, as well as between developed
and developing countries, in particular among those persons who are
involved in the practice of international law, for exchanging experience
and for mutual assistance in the field of international law, including
assistance in providing textbooks and manuals of international law, is
encouraged.

"7. In order to make better known the practice of international law,
States, regional and other international organizations should endeavour to
publish, if they have not done so, summaries, repertories or yearbooks of
their practice.

"8. It would be conducive to the teaching and dissemination of
international law if all judgments and advisory opinions of the
International Court of Justice were available in all official languages of
the United Nations. As envisaged in General Assembly resolution 44/28 of
4 December 1989 and bearing in mind the wishes expressed by States, the
Sixth Committee will consider, at the forty-sixth session of the Assembly,
the Secretary-General’s report containing a study of alternative means of
making the publications of the International Court of Justice available in
all the other official languages in addition to French and English, within
the existing overall level of appropriations and in a way which meets the
concerns expressed by the Court. Such a study should also consider the
possibility, within the existing overall level of appropriations, of
compiling and publishing thematic and analytical summaries of the judgments
and advisory opinions of the International Court of Justice.

"9. Other international courts and tribunals, including the European Court
of Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, are invited

/...
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to disseminate more widely their judgments and advisory opinions, and to
consider preparing thematic or analytical summaries thereof.

"10. International organizations are requested to publish treaties
concluded under their auspices, if they have not yet done so. Timely
publication of the United Nations Treaty Series is encouraged and efforts
directed towards adopting an electronic form of publication should be
continued. Timely publication of the United Nations Juridical Yearbook is
also encouraged."

4. Furthermore, in its resolution 47/32 of 25 November 1992, the General
Assembly recalled that the encouragement of the teaching, study, dissemination
and wider appreciation of international law is one of the main purposes of the
Decade. By the same resolution, the General Assembly adopted the Programme for
the activities for the second term (1993-1994) of the United Nations Decade of
International Law, 4 / chapter IV of which reads as follows:

"IV. Encouragement of the teaching, study,
dissemination and wider appreciation
of international law

"1. The Advisory Committee on the United Nations Programme of
Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of
International Law should, in the context of the Decade, continue to
formulate, as appropriate and in a timely manner, relevant guidelines for
the Programme’s activities and report to the Sixth Committee on the
activities carried out under the Programme in accordance with such
guidelines. Special emphasis should be given to supporting academic and
professional institutions already carrying out research and education in
international law, as well as to encouraging the establishment of such
institutions where they might not exist, particularly in the developing
countries. States and other public or private bodies are encouraged to
contribute to the strengthening of the United Nations Programme.

"2. States should encourage their educational institutions to
introduce courses in international law for students studying law, political
science, social sciences and other relevant disciplines; they should study
the possibility of introducing topics of international law in the curricula
of schools at the primary and secondary levels. Cooperation between
institutions at the university level amongst developing countries, on the
one hand, and their cooperation with those of developed countries on the
other, should be encouraged.

"3. States should consider convening conferences of experts at the
national and regional levels in order to study the question of preparing
model curricula and materials for courses in international law, training of
teachers in international law, preparation of textbooks on international
law and the use of modern technology to facilitate the teaching of and
research in international law.

"4. States, the United Nations system of organizations and regional
organizations should consider organizing seminars, symposia, training

/...



A/48/580
English
Page 7

courses, lectures and meetings and undertaking studies on various aspects
of international law.

"5. States are encouraged to organize special training in
international law for legal professionals, including judges, and personnel
of ministries of foreign affairs and other relevant ministries as well as
military personnel. The United Nations Institute for Training and
Research, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, the Hague Academy of International Law, regional
organizations and the International Committee of the Red Cross are invited
to continue cooperating in this respect with States.

"6. Cooperation among developing countries, as well as between
developed and developing countries, in particular among those persons who
are involved in the practice of international law, for exchanging
experience and for mutual assistance in the field of international law,
including assistance in providing textbooks and manuals of international
law, is encouraged.

"7. In order to make better known the practice of international law,
States and international and regional organizations should endeavour to
publish, if they have not done so, summaries, repertories or yearbooks of
their practice.

"8. States and international organizations should encourage the
publication of important international legal instruments and studies by
highly qualified publicists, bearing in mind the possibility of assistance
from private sources.

"9. Other international courts and tribunals, including the European
Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, are
invited to disseminate more widely their judgements and advisory opinions,
and to consider preparing thematic or analytical summaries thereof.

"10. International organizations are requested to publish treaties
concluded under their auspices, if they have not yet done so. Timely
publication of the United Nations Treaty Series is encouraged and efforts
directed towards adopting an electronic form of publication should be
continued. Timely publication of the United Nations Juridical Yearbook is
also encouraged."

5. Moreover, in its resolution 46/50, the General Assembly, inter alia , bore
in mind the objectives of the United Nations Decade of International Law and
authorized the Secretary-General to carry out in 1992 and 1993 the activities
specified in the report that he had submitted at the forty-sixth session
(A/46/610). The Assembly expressed its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his constructive efforts to promote training and assistance in international
law within the framework of the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the
Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law, in
particular for the organization of the twenty-sixth 5 / and twenty-seventh 6 /
sessions of the International Law Seminar, held at Geneva in June 1990 and
June 1991, respectively, and the participation of the Office of Legal Affairs of
the Secretariat and its Codification Division in the activities related to the
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Programme. The Assembly also expressed its appreciation to the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and to the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) for their participation in
the Programme.

6. In paragraph 17 of that resolution, the General Assembly requested the
Secretary-General to report to it at its forty-eighth session on the
implementation of the Programme during 1992 and 1993 and, following
consultations with the Advisory Committee on the Programme, to submit
recommendations regarding the execution of the Programme in subsequent years.

7. In accordance with the request of the General Assembly, the present report
deals with the implementation of the Programme of Assistance during 1992 and
1993 and contains guidelines and recommendations submitted regarding the
execution of the Programme in subsequent years. The report, inter alia , gives
an account of the activities performed by the United Nations itself and of those
in which the Organization has participated, as well as a description submitted
to the Secretary-General by UNITAR and UNESCO concerning their own activities.

II. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME DURING THE
BIENNIUM 1992-1993

A. Activities of the United Nations

1. Geneva International Law Seminar

8. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 46/54 of 9 December 1991, the
United Nations Office at Geneva organized the twenty-eighth session of the
International Law Seminar during the forty-fourth session of the International
Law Commission (ILC). The Seminar is intended for postgraduate students of
international law and young professors or government officials dealing with
questions of international law in the course of their work. Twenty-four
candidates of different nationalities, mostly from developing countries, were
selected. Twenty-one of the selected candidates, as well as four United
Nations-UNITAR fellowship holders, were able to participate in the 1992 session
of the Seminar, which was held at the Palais des Nations from 1 to 19 June 1992.

9. Participants were from the following countries: 7 / Botswana, China, Congo,
Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ethiopia, France, Guyana, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Ireland, Mexico, Nepal, Paraguay, Russian Federation, Rwanda, South
Africa, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

10. Furthermore, and pursuant to General Assembly resolution 47/33 of
25 November 1992, the United Nations Office at Geneva organized the twenty-ninth
session of the International Law Seminar during the forty-fifth session of the
International Law Commission. Twenty-four candidates of different
nationalities, mostly from developing countries, were selected. All the
selected candidates, as well as one United Nations/UNITAR fellowship holder,
were able to participate in the 1993 session of the Seminar which was held at
the Palais des Nations from 1 to 18 June 1993.

/...
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11. The participants in the 1992 Seminar were from the following countries: 8 /
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Barbados, Cameroon, Costa Rica, Croatia, Finland,
Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mexico, Nepal, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Russian Federation, Sudan, Sweden, Togo, Tonga, United
Republic of Tanzania and Zimbabwe (UNITAR fellowship holder).

12. The dates of the seminars were set in consultation with the Office of Legal
Affairs of the Secretariat so as to permit United Nations-UNITAR fellows also to
participate in the session. 9 /

13. During the three weeks of each session, the participants attended the
meetings of the International Law Commission. In addition, a number of lectures
were given at the Seminar. Some of the lectures were delivered by members of
the Commission; others were given by officials of the United Nations and of the
secretariats of other international organizations at Geneva, as well as of the
International Committee of the Red Cross.

14. In addition, in 1992, four Working Groups were also created which dealt
with the following topics: (1) relationship between the International Criminal
Court (ICC) and the Security Council; (2) sources of law to be applied by ICC;
(3) initiation of proceedings before ICC; and (4) conferment of jurisdiction on
ICC. Each Working Group elaborated a paper on its topic; the papers were
presented orally and copies were made available to the members of the
Commission. 10 /

15. The Seminar is funded by voluntary contributions from Member States and
through national fellowships awarded by Governments to their own nationals. The
Commission noted with particular appreciation that in 1992 the Governments of
Argentina, Austria, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Hungary, Jamaica, Morocco,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
and, in 1993, the Governments of Austria, Cyprus, Denmark, Germany, Ireland,
Mexico, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom had made fellowships
available to participants from developing countries through voluntary
contributions to the appropriate component of the United Nations Programme of
Assistance. With the award of these fellowships it was possible to achieve
adequate geographical distribution of participants and to bring from distant
countries deserving candidates who would otherwise have been prevented from
participating in the session. At each session full fellowships (travel and
subsistence allowance) were awarded to 15 participants and a partial fellowship
(subsistence only) was given to 1 participant in 1992 and 3 participants in
1993. Thus, of 643 participants, representing 150 nationalities, who have
participated in the Seminar since its inception in 1964, fellowships have been
awarded to 342. 11 /

16. At both sessions, the Commission stressed the importance it attached to the
sessions of the Seminar, which enable young lawyers and especially those from
developing countries to familiarize themselves with the work of the Commission
and the activities of the many international organizations that have their
headquarters at Geneva. However, as the available funds were almost exhausted,
the Commission recommended that the General Assembly should again appeal to
States able to do so to make the voluntary contributions needed to hold the
Seminar in 1994 with as broad a participation as possible. 12 /
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17. The Commission also noted with regret that in 1993 very limited
interpretation services had been made available to the Seminar and it expressed
the hope that every effort would be made to provide the Seminar at future
sessions with full services and facilities despite existing financial
constraints. 13 /

2. Activities of the Office of Legal Affairs

(a) Public international law and other activities

18. As in the past, the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations
Secretariat and, in particular, its Codification Division continued to perform
various functions connected with the goals of the Programme.

19. Pursuant to the relevant recommendations of the Secretary-General 14 / and
paragraph 1 of resolution 46/50, the Office participated with UNITAR in the
decision-making process on the various aspects relating to the general
orientation of the Fellowship Programme in International Law, such as the
selection of fellows and the appointment of lecturers for the Programme. In
that connection, the officers responsible for the conduct of the fellowship
programme in the Codification Division of the Office of Legal Affairs and in
UNITAR acted in close consultation to ensure the implementation of the
guidelines of the fellowship programme as approved by the General Assembly.
Furthermore, the Programme Planning and Budget Division of the Secretariat has
vested in the Office of Legal Affairs the certifying authority for expenditures
against the accounts related to the United Nations Programme of Assistance in
the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law.
The Office also supervised a number of fellows assigned to spend a period of
training in the Office.

20. Furthermore, the Office of Legal Affairs received and assigned interns to
participate in activities related to some of its projects. The Office, in
cooperation with the Office of Human Resources Management of the Secretariat,
selects the interns and the duration and type of their training, which may
consist in attaching the intern to a project of the Office of Legal Affairs
related to matters in which the intern has a special interest, for academic or
other reasons. None of the interns entail any financial burden for the
Organization.

21. Members of the staff of the Office of Legal Affairs, upon the proposal, as
a rule, of the Department of Public Information, have also lectured at
Headquarters on various aspects of international law and the law of
international organizations to groups of foreign office officials and university
students, as well as to representatives of non-governmental organizations.

22. The Codification Division, among other activities related to the Programme,
also performs secretariat functions for the Advisory Committee on the Programme
and has been involved in the preparation of the interim report of the
Secretary-General on the implementation of the Programme.

23. The Division has also serviced the Working Group of the Sixth Committee on
the United Nations Decade of International Law, originally established pursuant
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to paragraph 4 of General Assembly resolution 44/23 of 17 November 1989, and
whose mandate was renewed by paragraph 1 of resolution 46/53 of 9 December 1991,
with a view to preparing generally acceptable recommendations for the Decade.
The Division was also involved in the preparation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the Decade.

24. The Codification Division also assists in the dissemination of information
regarding United Nations work on the codification and progressive development of
international law, as well as on some aspects regarding its application. In
this connection, in cooperation with the Registry of the International Court of
Justice, the Division has produced, in a single volume, the Summaries of
Judgments, Advisory Opinions and Orders of the International Court of Justice
(1948-1991 ) (see paras. 66-72 below).

(b) Activities concerning the law of the sea and ocean affairs: the
Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship

25. The activities of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea
aimed at promoting the acquisition of additional knowledge of the law of the sea
and its wider application have been continued by providing training and
assistance, inter alia , through the annual award of the Hamilton Shirley
Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship on the Law of the Sea.

26. The fellowship was launched in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 35/116 of 10 December 1980 and the programme has as its purpose the
advancement of the fellows in their chosen professions or vocations, which would
contribute to the development of their countries, and the acquisition by them of
additional knowledge on, better understanding of and greater specialization in
the fields of study related to the law of the sea, its implementation and marine
affairs.

27. The fellowship award provides for chosen fellows to pursue
postgraduate-level research and training in the field of the law of the sea, its
implementation and related marine affairs. Research and study facilities at the
postgraduate level are provided for the successful fellows at the participating
institutes of higher education. An internship period of three months is
provided in the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of
Legal Affairs. The universities participating in the programme are: Centre for
Ocean Law and Policy, University of Virginia, United States; Dalhousie Law
School, Halifax, Canada; Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva;
Marine Policy Center, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Massachusetts,
United States; Netherlands Institute for the Law of the Sea, University of
Utrecht, Netherlands; Research Centre for International Law, University of
Cambridge, United Kingdom; School of Law, University of Georgia, United States;
School of Law, University of Miami, United States; School of Law, University of
Washington, United States; and William S. Richardson School of Law, University
of Hawaii, United States.

28. The guidelines and rules of the Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Fellowship on
the Law of the Sea set out the application and selection procedures and specify
the facilities provided under the programme. These are consistent with the
appropriate practices of the United Nations regarding the award of fellowships
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under the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law. 15 /

29. Applications are received globally in response to invitations extended
through the offices of the resident representatives of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and through the United Nations information centres.
The selection of candidates is subject to a two-stage process. The preliminary
stage of review of the individual applications and nominations, which are
received from Governments, governmental agencies, institutions and bodies, is
carried out by the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea in
cooperation with the Codification Division of the Office of Legal Affairs. A
short list of candidates is drawn up for evaluation by an Advisory Panel.

30. Seven awards have been made since 1986. The awards are made by the Legal
Counsel of the United Nations; prior to 1992 they were made by the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for the Law of the Sea. Awards are made
on the basis of the recommendation of the Advisory Panel. The Advisory Panel is
composed of eight eminent persons in international affairs, the law of the sea
and related fields. The Panel is constituted to evaluate the candidates and
make recommendations on the most suitable candidate, with two reserves. It is
on the basis of this recommendation that the award is made.

31. The seventh annual award of the fellowship on the Law of the Sea was made
in 1992 to a Thai woman, the Acting Chief of the International Law and Treaty
Subdivision, Department of Fisheries of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives. The awards made since the institution of the fellowship have
been: in 1986 to a lawyer from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Nepal; next,
to a lawyer from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the United Republic of
Tanzania, in 1987; in 1988, to a Legal Adviser attached to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Chile; in 1989, to a State Counsel with the Ministry of Legal
Affairs of Trinidad and Tobago; in 1990, to a jurist from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Sao Tome and Principe; and in 1991 to a lecturer at the
Faculty for Maritime and Transportation Studies, University of Rijeka, now
Croatia. The seven fellowships awarded since the commencement of the programme
have included successful candidates from nearly all regions of the world.

32. The candidate selected for the seventh award will commence a programme of
research and study on the subject of "Joint Development Area Concept for Dispute
Settlement in the South China Seas". She will be a visiting scholar with the
University of Washington under the supervision of Dean Wallace Loh and Professor
William Burke. Under the terms of the rules and guidelines of the fellowship,
the fellows are required to prepare a dissertation on a subject of special
relevance, which would be utilized in the preparation of a study on the subject,
and may be published by the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea.
The previous fellow concluded his fellow-in-residence programme at the
University of Miami and served an internship period in the Division for Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Sea. The product of his study and research is a
dissertation on the delimitation of maritime boundaries.

33. The annual fellowships are funded from the interest accrued under the
Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe fellowship fund. This meets the cost of round-trip
air travel of the successful fellow from the home country to the educational
institution and thereafter to United Nations Headquarters and back to the home
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country. It also provides a subsistence allowance while at the university and
during the internship period with the United Nations, Division for Ocean Affairs
and the Law of the Sea, in New York, on the basis of established United Nations
rates for fellowships.

34. Under the fellowship programme the participating universities provide
facilities for successful candidates to pursue academic research and study,
which is free of tuition and related costs. In the light of the facilities
offered under the programme by the several prestigious universities that
participate, it would be possible to accommodate several additional candidates
each year. Thus, the Advisory Panel, having evaluated the candidates,
recommends the most suitable candidate with two reserves as only one fellowship
has been awarded each year, owing to the limited income from the Trust Fund. If
funding could be provided from other sources, including the countries of
candidates’ origin, then additional candidates could also benefit from the
facilities offered by the universities. To this end, a short list of reserve
candidates is identified each year. The Panel therefore reiterated its
recommendation that every endeavour should be made to accommodate more than one
fellow each year, and that effort should be aimed towards securing additional
funding for this purpose. In view of this recommendation, continued efforts
have been made to obtain additional funding and assistance. The
Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, the Legal Counsel, would urge and
would once more appeal for further contributions to the fellowship fund from
Member States, philanthropic organizations, international organizations and
individuals in order to permit the award of more than one annual fellowship,
thus enabling an expansion of the current programme and the more effective
utilization of the opportunities offered by the participating universities.

35. The Advisory Panel for the Seventh Annual Fellowship noted the high
standard of applicants and was particularly impressed with the 20 candidates on
the short list. Considering that the funds available were only adequate to
provide one fellowship this year with no further funding being available from
this source, the Chairman of the Panel, Professor John Norton Moore, suggested
exploring the possibility of finding accommodation for some of the candidates by
matching their interests and academic pursuits with the universities
participating under the programme and other institutions, conditional upon
external funding. The short-listed candidates were written to in an attempt to
elicit their interest. Several universities and funding institutions were
addressed for alternate funding sources. Attention was drawn to the fact that,
inasmuch as the opportunity to pursue graduate studies or research with an
institution would benefit the candidates and their countries, the universities
would likewise benefit from the global diversity and regional specialization of
the candidates.

36. The Advisory Panel will meet later in 1993 to recommend a candidate for the
eighth award. Thereafter the award will be announced by the Under-Secretary-
General for Legal Affairs, the Legal Counsel.

(c) Activities concerning international trade law

37. The activities of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
(UNCITRAL) and its secretariat (International Trade Law Branch of the United
Nations Office of Legal Affairs) are designed primarily to acquaint lawyers,
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government officials and scholars, particularly from developing countries, with
the work of UNCITRAL and with the legal texts that have emanated from its work.
In doing so the Secretariat has kept in mind the decision of the Commission at
its fourteenth session, in 1981, that a major purpose of the training and
assistance activities should be the promotion of texts that have been prepared
by the Commission. 16 /

38. Since the statement of the Commission at its twentieth session (1987) that
"training and assistance was an important activity of the Commission and should
be given a higher priority than it had in the past", 17 / the Secretariat has
endeavoured to devise a more extensive programme of training and assistance than
had been previously carried out.

39. In its resolution 47/34 of 25 November 1992 on the report of UNCITRAL on
the work of its twenty-fifth session (New York, 4-22 May 1992), the General
Assembly reaffirmed the importance, in particular for developing countries, of
the work of the Commission concerned with training and assistance in the field
of international trade law and the desirability for it to sponsor seminars and
symposia to provide such training and assistance. The Assembly also expressed
its appreciation to the Commission for organizing, as a contribution to the
activities of the United Nations Decade of International Law, a Congress under
the theme "Uniform commercial law in the twenty-first century", held in May 1992
in New York in conjunction with the twenty-fifth session of the Commission, and
the seminars on international trade law, held at Suva in October 1991, and at
Mexico City in February 1992, and to the Governments whose contribution enabled
the seminars to take place. The Assembly further invited Governments, the
relevant United Nations organizations, institutions and individuals to make
voluntary contributions to the UNCITRAL Trust Fund for Symposia and, where
appropriate, to the financing of special projects, and otherwise to assist the
secretariat of the Commission in financing and organizing seminars and symposia,
in particular in developing countries, and in the award of fellowships to
candidates from developing countries to enable them to participate in such
seminars and symposia.

40. Set forth below are the main activities undertaken by UNCITRAL and its
secretariat in the area of training and assistance during the reporting period.

(i) Regional seminar on international trade law in Fiji (Suva ,
21-25 October 1991 )

41. A regional seminar on international trade law was organized jointly with
the South Pacific Forum Secretariat, a regional organization with a membership
of 15 States and territories. The seminar was held at the Forum Secretariat
Headquarters in Suva, Fiji. The Forum Secretariat provided the facilities
necessary for the holding of the seminar, which was financed by a grant of the
Government of Australia and by funds of the UNCITRAL Trust Fund for Symposia.
Australia further supported the seminar by providing two lecturers; the other
lecturers were a Canadian consultant, a lawyer from the region and two members
of the secretariat of the Commission. It was attended by 16 participants,
mainly senior government officials, from 12 States and territories members of
the South Pacific Forum.
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42. The seminar covered international sale of goods, international transport
and storage of goods, international dispute settlement and international
payments. The respective texts prepared by UNCITRAL on these subjects were
presented for examination and discussion.

43. During the discussions that followed the lectures, it was widely recognized
that the existing legislation of most of the Forum States might well be
inadequate to meet present-day requirements of international trade.
Accordingly, the following suggestions were made: (i) that all participants
should make appropriate recommendations and reports to their respective
Governments with regard to the matters discussed; and (ii) that the conclusions
and observations of the seminar should be reported to the Forum Regional
Security Committee and to the Forum Officials Committee for their consideration
of further regional initiatives, such as focusing on the desirability of
regional uniformity in trade law and on technical assistance required for
further evaluating the relation between the existing national laws and
prevailing laws and practices in international trade.

44. The UNCITRAL secretariat has remained in close contact with the Forum
secretariat and with participants from the seminar in an effort to maintain the
interest generated towards adoption of the texts that have emanated from the
work of the Commission.

(ii) National seminar on international commercial arbitration in Mexico
(Mexico City, 20 and 21 February 1992 )

45. A seminar on international commercial arbitration was held at Mexico City
on 20 and 21 February 1992. The seminar was jointly organized by the Mexican
Ministry of External Relations and the secretariat of the Commission. Lectures
were given by four Mexican experts, a consultant and a member of the secretariat
on various legal texts, including the UNCITRAL Model Arbitration Law and the
UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules, and on various issues of international arbitration
practice. The seminar was attended by about 80 ministry officials,
practitioners and teachers of law.

(iii) UNCITRAL Congress (New York, 18-22 May 1992 )

46. A Congress under the theme "Uniform commercial law in the twenty-first
century" was organized by the secretariat of the Commission during the third
week of the Commission’s twenty-fifth session, from 18 to 22 May 1992, as
UNCITRAL’s contribution to the activities of the United Nations Decade of
International Law. The Congress, a practice-oriented event attended by more
than 400 practising lawyers, corporate counsel, ministry officials, judges,
arbitrators, teachers of law and other users of uniform legal texts from around
the world, considered the accomplishments achieved in the progressive
unification and harmonization of international trade law during the 25 years
since the inception of UNCITRAL and the practical needs that might have to be
addressed in the future.

47. Over 60 speakers from different regions and legal systems presented a
panoramic view of developments in major areas of international commercial law.
The Congress provided a useful assessment of the progress made to date in the
unification and harmonization of international trade law, and the discussions
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that took place will assist the Commission and other organizations involved in
the unification and harmonization of international trade law in laying out the
course of their future work.

(iv) Fifth UNCITRAL Symposium on International Trade Law (Vienna ,
12-16 July 1993 )

48. The Secretariat organized the Fifth UNCITRAL Symposium on International
Trade Law on the occasion of the twenty-sixth session of the Commission. The
Symposium was designed to acquaint young lawyers with UNCITRAL as an institution
and with the legal texts that have emanated from its work. It may be noted
that, until late April 1993, it was uncertain whether sufficient funds would be
available from the UNCITRAL Trust Fund for Symposia to finance the costs of the
usual number of participants (approximately 35). It later became clear that
only 20 participants could benefit from such financing. That situation resulted
from a reduction in the number and level of contributions to the Trust Fund. In
addition to 20 participants from African countries whose travel costs were paid
from the UNCITRAL Trust Fund for Symposia, a number of individuals from other
regions of the world attended at their own cost. As was the case with the
Fourth Symposium in 1991, lecturers were invited primarily from representatives
to the twenty-sixth session and from members of the Secretariat. In order to
save on the costs of interpretation and to be able to increase the communication
between participants themselves, the Symposium was held in French and English
only. It is expected that the Sixth Symposium, which is planned for 1995, will
be held in English and Spanish.

(v) Other seminars, conferences and professional meetings

49. Members of the UNCITRAL secretariat participated as speakers in the
following seminars and courses in which UNCITRAL legal texts were presented for
examination and discussion: United Nations-UNITAR Fellowship Programme on
International Law (The Hague, 5-9 August 1991); Arbitration Seminar (Sydney,
Australia, 18 October 1991); Annual Australian Seminar on International Trade
Law (Canberra, 18 and 19 October 1991); and Seminar on Arbitration (Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia, 18 and 19 November 1991); SIGMA Workshop on Public Procurement
Systems (Vienna, October 1992), jointly organized by the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the European Communities;
Conference on Cooperation between the European Communities and the countries of
the Commonwealth of Independent States in Forming a Market-Economy Legal System
(Kiev, 11-13 November 1992); UNCTAD Ad Hoc Working Group on Trade Efficiency
(Geneva, 16-20 November 1992); Consultations with trade officials in Singapore
on all UNCITRAL legal texts and with the Singapore International Arbitration
Centre and interested lawyers and arbitrators concerning the UNCITRAL Model Law
on International Commercial Arbitration (Singapore, 16 November 1993);
Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African States (PTA) Policy
Organs Meeting and Tenth Anniversary Celebrations (Lusaka, 7-22 January 1993);
Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee (AALCC) Annual Conference (Kampala,
1-6 February 1993); Conference on International Arbitration in a Changing World,
held by the International Council for Commercial Arbitration (ICCA) (Bahrain,
14-16 February 1993); SIGMA Workshop on Practical Aspects of Implementing Public
Procurement Systems (Paris, 12-16 April 1993); Arbitrators’ Symposium of London
Court of International Arbitration (London, 23-25 April 1993); International
Trade Law Postgraduate Course held by the International Training Centre of the
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International Labour Organization (ILO) and the University of Turin Institute of
European Studies (Turin, Italy, 10 and 11 May 1993).

(vi) National seminars on international trade law

50. In view of the relative cost-effectiveness of the national seminars as
compared to regional seminars, the Secretariat recently emphasized the holding
of strings of national seminars. Since the twenty-fifth session of the
Commission the following national seminars have been held:

(a) Bangkok (3-5 November 1992), held in cooperation with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and attended by approximately 150 participants;

(b) Jakarta and Surabaya, Indonesia (9-10 and 12-13 November 1992), held
in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Trade and attended by approximately
150 participants;

(c) Lahore, Pakistan (4-6 January 1993), held in cooperation with the
Export Promotion Bureau and the Research Society for International Law and
attended by approximately 75 participants;

(d) Colombo (9-11 January 1993), held in cooperation with the Attorney
General’s Department, the Bar Association of Sri Lanka and the University of
Colombo and attended by approximately 160 participants;

(e) Dhaka (16-18 January 1993), held in cooperation with the Export
Promotion Bureau and the Bangladesh Institute of Law and International Affairs
and attended by approximately 70 participants;

(f) Kiev (7-10 February 1993), held in cooperation with the Ministry of
Foreign Economic Relations and attended by approximately 30 participants;

(g) Warsaw (22 and 23 February 1993), held in cooperation with the Polish
Chamber of Commerce and attended by approximately 40 participants;

(h) Rogaska Slatina, Slovenia (22-24 April 1993), held in cooperation with
the Law School of Maribor and Slovenian Government authorities and attended by
approximately 90 participants.

51. The internship programme was continued. During 1992 the Secretariat
received seven interns.

(vii) Consideration by UNCITRAL of the subject of the teaching, study ,
dissemination and wider appreciation of international trade law

52. UNCITRAL considered this subject at its twenty-sixth session
(5-23 July 1993). In the report on the work of that session 18 / the Commission
noted the training and assistance activities during the prior year as well as
possible future activities in this important area.

53. The Commission noted that growing awareness of the UNCITRAL legal texts in
many countries, in particular developing countries and newly independent States,
had resulted in increased requests for technical assistance from individual
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Governments or regional organizations. It also noted that no funds for the
travel expenses of participants or lecturers were provided for in the regular
budget. As a result expenses had to be met by voluntary contributions to the
UNCITRAL Trust Fund for Symposia. Particular attention was drawn in this
respect to the fact that the amount of funds needed for UNCITRAL training and
technical assistance in the area of international trade law were comparatively
small while the benefits to be drawn from the modernization and progressive
harmonization of legal rules in the area of international trade were
considerable. Yet, while the demand for training and assistance had increased
sharply, the availability of funds had actually diminished. Of particular value
have been the contributions made to the UNCITRAL Trust Fund for symposia on a
multi-year basis, because they had permitted the secretariat to plan and finance
the programme without the need to solicit funds from potential donors for each
individual activity.

54. The Commission also noted that, in line with the Secretary-General’s policy
of developing an integrated approach for the development assistance activities
of the United Nations system, the Secretariat had initiated contacts with UNDP,
the main funding, planning and coordinating body of technical development
assistance within the United Nations system. This approach particularly aimed
at an appropriate integration of UNCITRAL’s technical assistance activities into
the United Nations technical assistance programmes, in particular in the area of
law reform. Contact had also been initiated with the Legal Advisory Services
for Development (LASD), a recently established entity within the United Nations
Secretariat. It was also noted that cooperation had been established with
organizations outside of the United Nations system, for example, with the SIGMA
programme of the OECD in the area of procurement, and with the Pacific Economic
Cooperation Council (PECC), regarding an action programme on harmonization of
trade law in the Pacific basin.

55. The Commission further noted that direct technical assistance was provided
to a number of countries considering adoption of legislation based on UNCITRAL
texts. This frequently involved review of draft legislation and often took
place in the form of an exchange in writing of observations and suggestions.
Where appropriate and feasible, this type of assistance took place in
conjunction with seminars or through specific missions for that purpose.

56. A series of national seminars was being planned by the Secretariat for the
remainder of 1993 in Argentina, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Brazil, Georgia,
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, the Republic of Moldova and Uzbekistan. The Secretariat’s
ability to implement these plans is contingent upon the receipt of sufficient
funds in the form of contributions to the Trust Fund for Symposia.

57. The Commission expressed its appreciation to all those who participated in
the organization of UNCITRAL seminars, and in particular to those that gave
financial assistance to the programme of seminars and the UNCITRAL Trust Fund
for Symposia. The Commission also expressed its appreciation to the Secretariat
for its efforts to conduct an expanded programme of seminars and symposia.

58. Recognizing the crucial importance of training and technical assistance as
one of the major vehicles of the UNCITRAL dissemination and communication
system, the Commission noted the need for States to consider making
contributions to the UNCITRAL Trust Fund for Symposia so as to enable the
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Secretariat to meet the increasing demands for training and technical
assistance, especially in developing countries and newly independent States. In
addition, the need was noted for increased cooperation and coordination with
development assistance agencies, particularly those within the United Nations
system.

3. Cooperation between organs of the United Nations

59. Members and Special Rapporteurs of the International Law Commission and of
its secretariat engaged in a series of useful telephonic conferences, round
tables and exchanges of views with members of the Sixth Committee on topics of
mutual interest to the two organs which resulted in a better understanding of
various aspects of the work of ILC on the topics of its agenda.

4. Cooperation with other organizations

60. Several international organizations and institutions 19 / have continued to
participate as observers in various meetings of United Nations bodies dealing
with the progressive development of international law and its codification. For
instance, such international organizations and institutions participate as
observers in the work of the Sixth Committee of the General Assembly, the
International Law Commission, UNCITRAL and other committees created for the
purpose of drafting international instruments. It is also to be noted that, on
23 October 1992, a joint meeting of the members of AALCC, the legal advisers of
the permanent missions of Member States to the United Nations in New York and
the President and two judges of the International Court of Justice was held in
cooperation with the Secretariat to discuss a number of topics of mutual
interest.

5. Publicity

(a) United Nations Treaty Series

61. The United Nations has made special efforts to eliminate the backlog in the
publication of volumes of the United Nations Treaty Series . The Treaty Section
hopes to have eliminated the backlog in the compilation of manuscripts by the
end of the current biennium.

62. In addition to its own work on the elimination of the backlog, the Office
of Legal Affairs has also been actively pursuing its programme of
computerization of the Treaty Series . An automated Superindex (English and
French) of treaties registered with the Secretariat under Article 102 of the
Charter of the United Nations was prepared on the basis of the database of the
United Nations Treaty Information System. This database encompasses data on all
material registered, whether published or not in the United Nations Treaty
Series . During 1994-1995, the Treaty Section will make the Superindex available
on CD-ROM.

63. In 1992-1993, work was completed on an analysis of the feasibility and cost
of making available through on-line access the contents of the entire United
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Nations Treaty Series , as well as the material registered but not yet published.
Subject to approval by the General Assembly, the Treaty Section will carry out
this programme in 1994-1995.

64. Also during 1992-1993, the computerization of the publication Multilateral
Treaties deposited with the Secretary-General, Status as at 31 December 199 ,
was completed. It is now being updated on a daily basis. It is anticipated
that it will be ready for on-line access by Member States and other users in the
course of 1994.

(b) United Nations Juridical Yearbook

65. Publication of the United Nations Juridical Yearbook has been resumed after
an interruption due to the financial crisis. The 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985 and
1990 editions appeared in 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992 and 1993 respectively, and the
1986 edition is in press. The calendar of production of subsequent editions
provides for the submission of the 1991 edition by the end of 1993; the 1987,
1992 and 1988 editions in 1994; and the 1989 and 1993 editions in 1995. This
calendar, under which work proceeds simultaneously at both ends, will make it
possible to bridge the gap and eliminate the backlog by the end of 1995, while
at the same time keeping readers of the Yearbook abreast of contemporary
developments.

(c) Publication in all official languages of the United Nations of the
summaries of the judgments, advisory opinions and orders of the
International Court of Justice (1948-1991 )

66. Over the years, a growing number of delegations have expressed the wish,
both in the Sixth Committee of the General Assembly and in the Advisory
Committee of the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law, to the effect that
the jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice should be the subject of
a wider dissemination in all the official languages of the Organization. This
concern found its way into paragraph 14 of General Assembly resolution 44/28 of
4 December 1989 and chapter IV, paragraph 8, of the programme for the activities
to be commenced during the first term (1990-1992) of the United Nations Decade
of International Law contained in the annex to General Assembly resolution 45/40
of 28 November 1990, which reads in part: "It would be conducive to the
teaching and dissemination of international law if all judgments and advisory
opinions of the International Court of Justice were available in all official
languages of the United Nations." The said paragraph also refers to "the
possibility, within the existing overall level of appropriations, of compiling
and publishing thematic and analytical summaries of the judgments and advisory
opinions of the International Court of Justice".

67. The previous report of the Secretary-General on the Programme of
Assistance 20 / explained the reasons why the translation and publication
in extenso of the judgments and advisory opinions of the International Court of
Justice into the other official languages of the Organization, in addition to
English and French, do not appear possible at the current stage within the
existing overall level of appropriations of the United Nations budget.
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68. However, it has proved possible to translate into the other official
languages of the Organization, in addition to English and French, and to publish
in all official languages the summaries of the judgments, advisory opinions and
orders of the Court (1948-1991), as provided by the Court’s Registry, and to
update this publication in subsequent years.

69. These summaries are based closely on the texts which have, over the years,
been regularly prepared by the Registry of the Court for information purposes
and incorporated into press communiqués issued in English and French at the time
of the pronouncement of the judgment, advisory opinion or order concerned.

70. This publication, which condenses in a single and handy volume the case-law
of the Court (1948-1991) and is intended to be updated on a regular basis in
subsequent years, constitutes a new addition to the publications programme of
the Office of Legal Affairs, Codification Division, under the budgetary
subprogramme "Making international law and United Nations legal activities more
accessible", which already includes: the United Nations Legislative Series, the
United Nations Juridical Yearbook and the Reports of International Arbitral
Awards .

71. All of the above publications also perform an important role in fulfilling
the goals of the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law.

72. As of the time issuance of the present report, the compilation had already
appeared in all the official languages of the United Nations. 21 / The success
of the first edition of the English version led to its reissue, which has also
been published.

(d) Other forms of publicity

73. The UN Chronicle has frequently included information on the current legal
activities of the United Nations. 22 /

6. Provision of United Nations legal publications

74. Pursuant to paragraph 138 of the 1991 report of the Secretary-General on
the Programme of Assistance 23 / and paragraph 1 of General Assembly
resolution 46/50 authorizing its implementation, copies of United Nations legal
publications issued during 1992 have been provided to the institutions in
developing countries that have been receiving such publications under the
Programme and to other institutions in the developing countries for which
requests for such publications have been made by the Member States
concerned. 24 / The International Court of Justice continued to provide copies
of its publications to institutions receiving assistance under the Programme.
In this connection, the Court has reported that in the recent past it has
substantially increased the number of universities and institutions,
particularly from developing countries, receiving its publications on a regular
basis. 25 / Furthermore, the Court has included in its free distribution list
United Nations information centres recently established in some developing
countries. 26 /
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7. Fellowships offered at national institutions

75. While in the past the United Nations Secretariat has publicized fellowship
offers for the study of international law at national institutions, no offer was
received during 1992.

8. International Law Fellowship Programme

76. In paragraph 2 (a) of its resolution 46/50, the General Assembly authorized
the Secretary-General to award a minimum of 15 fellowships each in 1992 and
1993. On the basis of that resolution, 19 fellowships were awarded in 1992 and
20 fellowships in 1993.

77. Up to 1992, the operational costs of the Programme were shared between the
Office of Legal Affairs and UNITAR. The fellowships themselves (travel expenses
and per diem) were financed partly from the budgetary allocation for the
Programme of Assistance and partly from a trust fund of voluntary contributions
earmarked for the Programme, whereas the expenses related to organizational
staff and lecturers were borne by UNITAR. In 1993, however, the General
Assembly, in paragraph 5 of its resolution 47/227 of 8 April 1993, on the
"United Nations Institute for Training and Research", decided "that the funding
of training programmes held at the specific request of States Members of the
United Nations and members of other United Nations system organs and specialized
agencies should be arranged by the requesting parties". On the basis of that
paragraph, all aspects of the International Law Fellowship Programme, including
expenses related to organizational staff and lecturers, had to be financed by
the Office of Legal Affairs.

78. As a result, most of the budgetary allocation for the Programme of
Assistance went to cover the costs of the Fellowship Programme, and no regional
refresher course could be organized by UNITAR during the biennium.

79. The implementation of the 1993 Fellowship Programme, for which UNITAR was
responsible, will be evaluated in all its aspects, including the financial ones,
in order to arrive at the most appropriate and cost-effective arrangements for
the future.

80. The objectives of the International Law Fellowship Programme are to enable
qualified persons from developing countries, in particular middle-grade
government legal officers and young teachers of international law, (a) to deepen
their knowledge of international law, particularly those questions of special
interest to developing countries; (b) to acquire practical experience of the
legal work of the United Nations and its associated agencies; and (c) to have an
opportunity for frank and informal exchanges of views on legal problems of
common interest or of special concern to their respective countries.

81. The criteria applied in the selection of candidates are the following:
qualifications of individual applicants; needs of their respective countries;
potential applicability in their normal fields of work of the benefits obtained
from the fellowship; preference to candidates from countries whose nationals
have not been awarded a fellowship in immediately preceding years; preference to
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the poorest among developing countries and to those which have recently gained
independence; and equitable representation of males and females.

82. In 1992, a total of 139 applications was received by the closing date.

83. The fellows selected in 1992 were from the following countries:
Albania, 27 / Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Cape Verde, Djibouti, Egypt, 27 /
Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Oman, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka,
Suriname, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Zaire and Zambia.

84. In 1993, a total of 162 applications was received by the closing date.

85. The fellows selected in 1993 were from the following countries: Albania,
Cambodia, Central African Republic, Colombia, Equatorial Guinea, Haiti, Jamaica,
Kenya, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Mali, Mexico, Myanmar, Paraguay, 28 /
Philippines, Rwanda, Senegal, Singapore, Tunisia, United Republic of Tanzania
and Zimbabwe. 28 /

86. As in previous years, the Fellowship Programme was composed of the
following three schemes:

(a) Attendance for six weeks at the annual lectures in private and public
international law at The Hague Academy of International Law and participation in
the special lectures and seminars organized by UNITAR, which are held
concurrently with the Academy’s lectures. Eleven fellows pursued this scheme
in 1992 and 17 in 1993;

(b) Attendance for six weeks at the lectures at The Hague Academy of
International Law and the UNITAR special seminars as in scheme (a) above, and
participation in the Geneva International Law Seminar, organized by the Office
of Legal Affairs in conjunction with the annual session of the International Law
Commission. Four fellows (from Botswana, Djibouti, Vanuatu and Viet Nam)
pursued this scheme in 1992; two participants (Paraguay, Zimbabwe) were selected
for this scheme in 1993; 28 /

(c) Attendance for six weeks at the lectures at The Hague Academy of
International Law and the UNITAR special seminars as in scheme (a) above,
followed by a three-month practical training period in the Office of Legal
Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat or in the legal departments of the
various United Nations bodies or specialized agencies. Two fellows (from
Liberia and Zaire) pursued this scheme in 1992 and one (Cambodia) in 1993.

87. The study programme at The Hague comprised, in addition to the series of
lectures on private and public international law given at the Academy, an
intensive programme of seminars and exercises specially organized by UNITAR for
the benefit of the fellows.

88. In 1992, the Hague Academy courses included the following topics:

(a) Under private international law:

(i) General course;
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(ii) The contribution of the Hague Conference to the development of private
international law in Latin America;

(iii) Constitutional limits on choice of law;

(iv) The contribution of the Hague Conference to the development of private
international law in common-law countries;

(v) Private international law, scholarly law;

(vi) The incidental question in private international law;

(vii) Conflicts of laws in extra-contractual obligations;

(viii) The implications of European integration for the development of
private international law;

(ix) Privatization in comparative and private international law;

(x) The contribution of the Hague Conference to the development of private
international law;

(b) Under public international law:

(i) General course;

(ii) Specific rules of Latin American international law;

(iii) The law of the European Communities in its relations with general
international law;

(iv) Self-executing and non-self-executing treaties in national and
international law;

(v) Techniques of international law;

(vi) International law and municipal law;

(vii) States, peoples and minorities.

89. The special seminars 29 / covered the following topics:

(a) Legal aspects of conflict management by the Security Council;

(b) The right of peoples to self-determination;

(c) International humanitarian law;

(d) United Nations peace-keeping operations;

(e) The intergovernmental regulations of international trade;

(f) International refugee law;

/...



A/48/580
English
Page 25

(g) International human rights law;

(h) Aspects of the process of codification and progressive development of
international law in the United Nations, including the question of the possible
establishment of an international criminal jurisdiction;

(i) International economic law;

(j) Legal dimensions of development financing;

(k) The role of the United Nations in the new world order;

(l) International environmental law.

90. In 1993, the Hague Academy courses included the following topics:

(a) Under private international law:

(i) General course;

(ii) Personal status in African countries: concepts and solutions to the
problems of private international law;

(iii) Public policy and the social purpose of laws in private international
law;

(iv) Products liability in private international law;

(v) International business transactions in United States courts;

(vi) International cooperation and protection of children with regard to
inter-country adoption;

(vii) International art trade and law;

(viii) International transfers of funds;

(b) Under public international law:

(i) General course;

(ii) The changes in Central and Eastern Europe and their impact on
international law;

(iii) The legal framework of South-South cooperation;

(iv) The International Court of Justice - viewed from the bench
(1976-1993);

(v) The concept of the interested State under international law;

(vi) Humanitarian law as applicable to armed conflicts at sea;
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(vii) International commitments arising for States without or against their
will.

91. The special seminars 30 / covered the following topics:

(a) Refugee law;

(b) International economic law;

(c) Treaty making;

(d) Intergovernmental regulations of international trade;

(e) United Nations peace-keeping operations;

(f) Some aspects of the process of codification and progressive
development of international law in the United Nations, including the question
of the establishment of an international criminal jurisdiction;

(g) The right of people to self-determination;

(h) Implementation of Chapter VII by the Security Council;

(i) Human rights law;

(j) Legal aspects of debt management;

(k) International environmental law.

92. The methodology used in these special seminars lays emphasis on the
practical aspects of the topics, including case-studies, and it encourages the
active participation of the fellows.

93. In 1992, participants also had the opportunity to meet with several Judges
of the International Court of Justice. The Secretaries of the Court gave a
general introduction to the work of the Court. Furthermore, visits to the Dutch
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well as to the Institute of Social Studies at
The Hague were incorporated into the Programme.

94. In 1993, participants also attended public sittings at the International
Court of Justice in connection with the case concerning the territorial dispute
between the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and Chad. The Secretaries of the Court gave
general introduction courses on the work of the ICJ and the participants also
had the chance to meet with a Judge of the Court.

B. Activities of the United Nations Institute for Training
and Research

95. The following is an account of activities performed by UNITAR which are
related to the teaching, study, dissemination and wider appreciation of
international law.
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Training to promote peaceful settlement of disputes

Workshop on Procedures for the Settlement of Commercial Disputes at the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

96. When working within the framework of multilateral negotiations, a basic
knowledge of international economic law is essential. This also applies to the
procedures for the settlement of disputes. The objective of this workshop is to
explain dispute settlement procedures, including mediation and conciliation,
that are used in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). The
workshop proceeds from an explanation of the institutional structure of GATT and
its basic rules to a descriptive analysis of the processes used by the
contracting parties to resolve trade disputes. The workshop is open to members
of the permanent missions dealing with the affairs of GATT (and the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)) who have already acquired
some experience in the field of international negotiations. These workshops,
conducted in English and French, are prepared jointly with the Legal Division of
GATT. They take place annually at Geneva and, on request, in developing
countries.

Training on legal aspects of debt management

97. UNITAR’s training programme in debt management seeks to provide training in
legal aspects of debt management in countries of sub-Saharan Africa and Asia and
the Pacific. A range of subregional seminars and national follow-up workshops
(along with institution-building measures) will be implemented in the
participants’ countries to sensitize and/or train senior officers, middle-level
managers, law professors and lawyers in legal aspects of debt management. The
training programme will also establish facilities in selected countries to
provide training on a continuing basis, both nationally and subregionally.

98. The objective of these seminars is to focus on the legal elements in the
overall process of international loan negotiations and to deal in particular
with those clauses in a loan agreement which are most relevant to the borrower
and on which improvements can be sought in its favour.

99. Current activities in the field of debt management encompass a number of
diversified training components of several technical assistance programmes.
There is, however, a clear need for broader and more coherent programmes
focusing exclusively on specific aspects of debt management. This was clearly
pointed out in the Debt Management Consultation Meeting convened by the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in New York.

100. While many factors have led to the current dismal state of debt management
in developing countries, the underestimation and the neglect of legal aspects of
debt management are certainly among the most important. Within the countries of
the region, there is a lack of awareness and a casual attitude towards the
importance of legal procedures in debt management which has negative effects on
their ability to repay their debt obligations. Attention needs to be focused on
the following points: (a) weaknesses in drafting terms and conditions prior to
negotiations and in the monitoring of implementation of legal agreements on
behalf of borrowers vis-à-vis lenders; (b) lack of negotiating skill and power
of lawyers; (c) under- (inadequate) representation of lawyers in finalizing
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contracts and at the time of rescheduling; and (d) lack of awareness of senior
officials of the need to use more legal skills in debt management.

101. It is thus for two reasons that UNITAR has been led to select these aspects
of debt management, at least for the time being: (a) no other institution, save
one or two, provides training in these areas in a methodical way, so that there
is a gap which UNITAR expects to fill; and (b) it has been found that quite
often potential borrowers do not recognize the crucial role that good legal
support can play in negotiating and implementing a loan agreement.

102. Participants in one UNITAR-sponsored workshop on a number of occasions also
drafted sets of recommendations for sound legal practice in debt management;
this was virtually an invitation to those to whom the recommendations were
submitted to allow lawyers greater involvement. Further, an appeal was
addressed to these lawyers to join efforts in persuading those concerned that
their respective countries’ interests would be better served by systematic
involvement of lawyers in debt management.

103. UNITAR hopes to make a contribution to better-managed development by
drawing attention to a perceived need and enlisting support, political as well
as financial, in training lawyers in the techniques of loan negotiation and
management on a permanent basis. Obviously, this initiative is only one element
in a much wider developmental process.

Promotion of cooperation in environment-development negotiations

104. Within this newly developed programme, one training module deals with
negotiations and dispute resolution. It provides training on negotiation skills
that promote mutual gain and consensus. The various functions/uses of
negotiation are treated in detail to promote skills in utilizing negotiations -
as a method for resolving disputes or conflicts, as a way of joint problem
solving and as a means of exchanging information and understanding each other’s
interests. The module aims at exposing participants to a number of techniques
and tools that can help them effectively manage practical and concrete
negotiations, including brainstorming, interest clarification, use of
single-text in multilateral negotiations, effective chairmanship, etc. Special
attention will also be given to the principal/agent relationship pervasive
between Governments and their diplomats, and to cross-cultural negotiations.

Publications and dissemination of information on international law

105. UNITAR has the following publications scheduled for immediate production:

(a) New Horizons in International Law . The original edition was edited by
Judge Elias, and UNITAR agreed to co-publish the updated edition. UNITAR and
the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations jointly cooperated in the data
entry and editing of the revised edition;

(b) International Law and Order: Desk Set of Basic Documents , by
Professor Burns H. Weston and Bessie Dutton Murray. United Nations Publications
proposed a joint-venture production of this work which elicited a great deal of
interest on the part of the Institute, because of its training programme in the
field. United Nations Publications placed an order for 5,000 copies of the book;
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(c) Two recent books - The World Court: What It Is, and How It Works and
Diplomats’ Handbook of International Law - are both out of print. UNITAR is
considering reprinting these two books;

(d) Debt Restructuring . This is a compilation containing summaries of
presentations made by various UNITAR resource persons having extensive
theoretical and practical experience in the field of debt management. The
topics dealt with are considered and studied in depth in UNITAR seminars and
workshops in the field of legal aspects of debt management, and include:
rescheduling of the external debt (Clubs of Paris and London), arbitration,
sovereign borrowing and the principles of budgetary law;

(e) Recommendations of Participants . This document compiles
recommendations of lawyers and experts in various UNITAR seminars to their
respective national authorities. These recommendations are made with a view to
better understanding the role of the lawyer as well as improving the drafting
and finalization of loan contracts;

(f) Good Debt Management Pays . This document includes contributions from
experts on different aspects of debt management, highlighting especially the
legal aspects thereof.

Other possible activities in the course of the United Nations Decade of
International Law

106. In the recent past, UNITAR has received a growing number of requests to
design and conduct diplomacy training courses in international law and the
peaceful resolution of conflicts at the country and subregional levels. These
requests come largely from developing countries in which training institutions
are still weak or non-existent. Training courses organized in situ present a
high cost/benefit ratio, as the cost of a mission of two resource persons
typically allows the training of some 30 national civil servants. In order not
to deprive government officials from developing countries of such opportunities,
UNITAR is working to establish "tripartite" cooperation, where an industrialized
country or a development agency provides funding to UNITAR to design and
implement training courses in international law and the peaceful resolution of
conflicts for civil servants in developing countries.

107. Finally, a rather quick and large expansion of the training programmes on
legal aspects of debt management is expected in the years to come, thanks to the
funding of the programme by UNDP.

108. This expansion will be most visible along the following six axes:
follow-up training activities in East and West Africa; commencement of training
activities in southern Africa; commencement of training activities in Asia and
the Pacific; cooperation with other institutions; development of a networking
arrangement for local capacity-building; building up an operational support
unit/documentation centre for dissemination of information to reduce the
information isolation of developing countries.

109. As regards participation of UNITAR in the International Law Fellowship
Programme, attention is drawn to paragraphs 76 to 79 of the present report.
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110. Finally, in the past, UNITAR used to conduct, on an annual or biennial
basis, a two-week regional training and refresher course in international law
for government legal advisers and young university teachers from the three main
developing regions, rotating each year from one region to another. These
courses aimed to bring together around 30 participants from countries of the
particular region with the aim of updating and deepening their knowledge of
recent developments in international law relevant to their countries.
Distinguished lecturers and experts from the region, as well as from other parts
of the world, would deliver the course curriculum, which would include, during
the first week, various aspects of international economic law and the law of
development and, during the second week, topics such as the peaceful settlement
of disputes, law of the sea, international protection of human rights and
diplomatic and consular law.

111. However, the resumption by UNITAR of these regional and refresher courses
is dependent on several factors, namely, the finding of a suitable host country
able to bear the subsistence allowance expenses for the participants, the making
of voluntary contribution for financing the staff and lecturers’ expenses and
the streamlining of the International Law Fellowship Programme so as to allow
part of the budgetary allocation of the Programme of Assistance referred to in
paragraph 151 below to be applied to travel grants for participants in the
regional refresher courses.

C. Activities of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization

112. The UNESCO contribution for 1992-1993 to the Programme of Assistance in the
Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law forms
part of major UNESCO programme area VII, the UNESCO contribution to peace, human
rights and the elimination of all forms of discrimination, and falls more
specifically within the scope of subprogramme VII.1.1, Promotion of peace and
international understanding, of the programme and budget for 1992-1993 approved
by the General Conference at its twenty-sixth session (15 October-
7 November 1991).

113. The aim of these activities is to develop the role of UNESCO in the
teaching of international law and research in that field. These activities
primarily involve the following publications:

Publications already issued

Droit international: Bilan et perspectives , volumes 1 and 2.
Mohammed Bedjaoui, general editor (Paris, UNESCO and Editions A. Pedone,
1991), 1,361 pages. The same work exists in English in a single volume:
International Law: Achievements and Prospects . Mohammed Bedjaoui, general
editor (UNESCO, Paris, and Martinus Nijhoff Publishers,
Dordrecht/Boston/London, 1991), 1,276 pages.

114. This is a thought-provoking reference work intended for students,
specialists and anyone interested in the development of international law. The
work is noteworthy for its range and for the number of contributions (over 70)
it contains from present and former Judges of the International Court of
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Justice, professors of international law, ministers, diplomats and international
civil servants chosen for their prominence in the field and on the basis of a
wide geographical distribution; the work consequently reflects the diversity of
contemporary legal cultures.

115. The authors have given due consideration to the issues of friendly
relations and cooperation among States, the prohibition of war and interdiction
of the use of force in international relations, disarmament, the peaceful
settlement of disputes and possible solutions to the problems of disparities in
development and underdevelopment that give rise to conflict situations. The
work also examines the concepts and the place of the individual and peoples in
international law, as well as human rights, including the right to peace, the
right to the environment and the right to development. The progress achieved
during this century in international law, in particular as a set of principles
and standards, is well known. With the year 2000 not far off, it was therefore
only natural that the final chapter should be devoted to the future of
international law.

World Directory of Peace Research and Training Institutions , 7th ed., 1991.
354 pages. This directory, which was first issued in 1966 under the title
International Repertory of Institutions Specializing in Research on Peace
and Disarmament , now covers both research and training institutions and is
intended to promote awareness of and activities in favour of peace and
international understanding. It includes the following sections:

I. Index of names and acronyms of institutions;

II. List of entries: international/regional institutions, national
institutions;

III. Index of research subjects with indication of the host country of the
institution;

IV. Geographical index;

V. Index of senior staff involved in peace activities;

VI. Index of courses and subjects taught, with indication of the host
country of the institution;

VII. Index of institutions providing scholarships.

116. This working tool, which deals with the international, regional and
national institutions of over 60 countries, seems well suited to contribute to
the nurturing of a culture of peace.

World Directory of Human Rights Teaching and Research Institutions ,
2nd ed., 1992. 290 pages.

117. This publication provides a listing of the research and teaching
institutions in the field of human rights and also identifies non-governmental
organizations that deal more specifically with documentation on human rights.
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Peace and conflict issues after the cold war . 1991. 226 pages, in the
UNESCO collection "Studies on Peace and Conflict".

118. This work examines not only questions relating to conflicts but also the
concept of "cultivating peace".

Forthcoming publications

119. As part of the Programme of Activities for the second term (1993-1994) of
the United Nations Decade of International Law, two works are currently in
preparation: (a) the third edition of the World Directory of International Law
Research and Training Institutions and (b) a summary of the contribution of
UNESCO to the teaching of international law.

Other projected activities

120. In addition, the creation of a number of UNESCO chairs of international
law, which will subsequently form an integrated network, is aimed at
strengthening inter-university cooperation and academic mobility through UNITWIN
partnerships.

121. The purpose of these chairs will be:

(a) To introduce advanced courses and to carry out research in the field
of international law in close cooperation with the United Nations University,
the International Law Association and NGOs specialized in higher education;

(b) To promote cooperation between institutions of higher education in the
developed and the developing countries and to provide assistance to the latter
in establishing programmes of teaching, training and research in the field of
international law.

D. Other activities reported by States and international
organizations concerning the teaching, study ,
dissemination and wider appreciation of international
law pursuant to General Assembly resolutions 46/53
and 47/32

122. The report of the Secretary-General to the General Assembly at its
forty-seventh session on agenda item 128, "United Nations Decade of
International Law", 31 / in its chapter II.D, contained an analytical compilation
of other activities reported by States and international organizations carried
out in implementation of chapter IV of the programme of activities for the first
term (1990-1992) of the Decade under General Assembly resolution 46/53 of
9 December 1991, concerning the teaching, study, dissemination and wider
appreciation of international law (see para. 3 above).

123. Those activities have been grouped under nine headings, which correspond by
and large to the substance of the various paragraphs contained in chapter IV of
the programme of activities for the first term of the Decade. The headings are:
promotion of international law in general among the public; promotion of the
United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and
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Wider Appreciation of International Law; promotion of the teaching of
international law for students and teachers at schools and at higher education
levels and international cooperation for that purpose; organization of
international and regional seminars and symposia for experts on international
law; training in international law for legal professionals and government
officials organized by States and international organizations; publication of
the practice of States, international and regional organizations in the field of
international law; wider publication of the judgments and advisory opinions of
the International Court of Justice; wider publication of the judgements and
advisory opinions of other international courts and tribunals and summaries
thereof; and publication by international organizations of treaties concluded
under their auspices, publication of the United Nations Treaty Series and the
United Nations Juridical Yearbook .

124. Likewise, the report of the Secretary-General to the General Assembly at
its forty-eighth session on agenda item 142, "United Nations Decade of
International Law", 32 / in its chapter II.D contains an analytical compilation
of other activities reported by States and international organizations carried
out in implementation of Chapter IV of the programme of activities for the
second term (1993-1994) of the Decade under Assembly resolution 47/32,
concerning the teaching, study, dissemination and wider appreciation of
international law (see para. 4 above).

125. Those activities have been grouped under eight headings which correspond,
by and large, to the substance of the various paragraphs contained in chapter IV
of the programme of activities for the second term of the Decade. The headings
are: promotion of the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching,
Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law; promotion of
the teaching of international law for students and teachers at schools and at
higher education levels and international cooperation for that purpose;
organization of international and regional seminars and symposia for experts on
international law; training in international law for legal professionals and
government officials organized by States and international organizations;
publication of the practice of States, and international and regional
organizations in the field of international law; publication by States and
international organizations of international legal instruments and legal
studies; wider publication of the judgements and advisory opinions of
international courts and tribunals and summaries thereof; and publication by
international organizations of treaties concluded under their auspices,
publication of the United Nations Treaty Series and the United Nations Juridical
Yearbook .

126. Consequently, chapter II.D of the above-mentioned report 33 / should be
considered an integral part of the present report.
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III. GUIDELINES AND RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING EXECUTION
OF THE PROGRAMME IN THE BIENNIUM 1994-1995, WITHIN
THE FRAMEWORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW

A. General observations

127. In chapter IV, paragraph 1, of the programme for the activities to be
commenced during the first term (1990-1992) of the United Nations Decade of
International Law (General Assembly resolution 45/40, annex), the Advisory
Committee on the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law is requested "to
formulate relevant guidelines for the Programme’s activities and to report to
the Sixth Committee on the activities carried out under the Programme in
accordance with such guidelines". A similar request is contained in chapter IV,
paragraph 1, of the Programme for the activities for the second term (1993-1994)
of the United Nations Decade of International Law (General Assembly resolution
47/32, annex) clarifying that the formulation of guidelines should be "as
appropriate and in a timely manner". Furthermore, in paragraph 17 of resolution
46/50 the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to report to the
Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the implementation of the Programme
during 1992-1993 and, following consultations with the Advisory Committee, to
submit recommendations regarding the execution of the Programme in subsequent
years.

128. The paragraphs below contain the guidelines and recommendations requested
by the General Assembly in the above-mentioned resolutions. In formulating such
guidelines and recommendations, account has been taken of the fact that, while
developing and systematizing the objectives of the United Nations Decade of
International Law, the above-mentioned resolutions did not provide new budgetary
resources for the teaching, study, dissemination and wider appreciation of
international law, but relied, instead, on financing such activities from the
existing overall level of appropriations and voluntary contributions from States
(see General Assembly resolution 45/50, annex, chap. V, para. 5; resolution
44/28, paras. 10-12; resolution 47/32, annex, chap. I, para. 6;
resolution 44/50, paras. 14-16).

129. Therefore, in substance, the paragraphs below recommend continuation by the
United Nations and other agencies of the present activities under the programme
and to develop and expand them if new funds become available through the
above-mentioned sources. New activities should only be undertaken if the
overall level of appropriations or voluntary contributions from States make them
possible. States should be encouraged to continue implementing the objectives
relating to the teaching, study, dissemination and wider appreciation of
international law which the programme for the Decade devolves upon them, and
should report to the Secretary-General any further development in this area.
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B. Activities of the United Nations

130. Geneva International Law Seminar . It is expected that, if sufficient
voluntary contributions from States continue to be made, new sessions of the
Seminar will be held in 1994 and 1995 in conjunction with those of the
International Law Commission. Scheduling of the sessions of the Seminar should
be done in such a way as to make it financially possible for international law
fellows selected for scheme (b), referred to in paragraph 8 above, also to
participate in such sessions. In connection with the organizations of the
Seminar, attention is also drawn to paragraph 16 above.

131. Activities of the Office of Legal Affairs :

(a) Public international law and other activities . During the biennium
1994-1995, the Office of Legal Affairs and its Codification Division are
expected to continue performing the various functions connected with the goals
of the Programme, as described in the present report, namely, participation in
the International Law Fellowship programme; the training of interns; lecturing
on international law topics; secretariat functions to the Advisory Committee and
to the Sixth Committee on the item concerning the United Nations Programme of
Assistance and the dissemination of information regarding the codification and
progressive development of international law and the United Nations Decade of
International Law;

(b) Activities concerning the law of the sea and ocean affairs: the
Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship . It is expected that, seven
fellowships having already been awarded during the past seven years, the Office
of Legal Affairs will continue to award at least one fellowship annually, in
accordance with the rules and guidelines referred to in paragraph 28 above. In
this connection, however, attention is drawn to paragraph 34 above;

(c) Activities concerning international trade law . The steps to promote
training and assistance in international trade law are of particular concern to
developing countries, and the activities of the UNCITRAL secretariat in this
area are discussed in paragraphs 37 to 58 of the present report. The
Secretary-General, through the International Trade Law Branch of the Office of
Legal Affairs, will take the requisite action during the biennium 1994-1995 in
order to implement the recommendations addressed to him in this regard by
UNCITRAL and the General Assembly.

132. Publicity . It is expected that the United Nations Secretariat will
continue its efforts to reduce the backlog of the United Nations Treaty Series
and of the United Nations Juridical Yearbook in accordance with the plan of
action referred to in paragraphs 60 to 64 above. Efforts should also be
continued by the United Nations Secretariat to ensure the regular inclusion in
the UN Chronicle of matters of legal interest.

133. Provision of United Nations legal publications . Copies of United Nations
legal publications issued during 1994 and 1995 will be provided to the
institutions in developing countries that have been receiving such publications
under the Programme and to other institutions in the developing countries for
which requests for such publications are made by the Member States concerned.
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Each new request shall be reviewed on its own merits and the availability of the
legal publication in question shall also be taken into account.

134. Fellowships and scholarships offered at national institutions . Information
received from Governments regarding the fellowships and scholarships offered at
national institutions will, at the request of those Governments, be circulated
to all Member States.

135. International Law Fellowship Programme . For the reasons spelt out in
paragraphs 76 to 79 above, the implementation of the International Law
Fellowship Programme should be carefully evaluated in order to be in a position
to take the most appropriate and cost-effective decisions in its regard. A
number of fellowships, to be determined in the light of the above-mentioned
review, should be awarded each year under the United Nations regular budget. An
additional number of fellowships may also be awarded from the Trust Fund of the
Programme of Assistance, depending on the amount of the voluntary contributions
received each year and taking into account the advisability of ensuring against
irregularities in the flow of voluntary contributions.

136. Extreme caution should be used in the allocation of sums from the Trust
Fund to finance administration and other expenses of the Fellowship Programme.
As in previous years, it is to be stressed that guidelines contained in General
Assembly resolutions should be followed, in particular the desirability to use,
as far as possible, the resources and facilities made available by Member
States, international organizations and others; as well as the need, in
appointing teaching experts for the seminars of the Fellowship Programme, to
secure the representation of major legal systems and balance among various
geographical regions.

137. As in previous years, maximum use should be made, in the implementation of
the Fellowship Programme, of existing human and material resources of the
Organization so as to achieve the best possible results within a policy of
maximum financial restraint. To the extent possible, teaching experts for the
special seminars should be recruited from among the Organization staff,
bilingual in the official languages of the seminars, thus reducing to a minimum
consultants’ fees and travel expenses and making full use of the expertise of
Organization staff in international law and related areas.

138. Upon the invitation of the Office of Legal Affairs, UNITAR should continue
to participate in those aspects of the Fellowship Programme more in keeping with
its organizational capabilities and in accordance with the guidelines set out
above.

139. Other possible activities . As pointed out in paragraphs 128 and 129 above,
new activities should be undertaken only if the overall level of appropriations
of the United Nations budget or voluntary contributions from States make them
possible. In this connection, the provision of advisory services of experts
could be considered, with a view to broadening the impact of international law
training courses, by sending specialists to various regions so that they could
present their courses to a wide audience. Also in this connection, attention is
drawn to the proposal in paragraph 195 below.
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C. Activities of the United Nations Institute for
Training and Research

140. Paragraphs 95 to 111 contain an account of activities performed by UNITAR
which are related to the teaching, study, dissemination and wider appreciation
of international law. It is expected that, subject to appropriate funding, such
activities may be continued during the period 1994-1995.

D. Activities of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization

141. Within the framework set by its budgetary allocations, the UNESCO
contribution to the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching,
Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law will continue
to develop during the biennium 1994-1995 by means of activities tending to
strengthen further the specific role of UNESCO concerning the development of
both the research and the teaching of international law.

E. Other activities by States and international organizations
concerning the teaching, study, dissemination and wider
appreciation of international law, pursuant to General
Assembly resolution 47/32

142. States and international organizations should be encouraged to continue to
execute and expand the activities contemplated under chapter IV of the programme
for the second term of the United Nations Decade of International Law under
General Assembly resolution 47/32 and to report to the Secretary-General any
further development achieved by them in these areas.

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF UNITED
NATIONS PARTICIPATION IN THE PROGRAMME

A. Biennium 1992-1993

143. Among the activities carried out under the Programme during 1992-1993, the
following items were related to allocations of the regular budget: the supply
of United Nations legal publications to institutions in developing countries;
the provision of a minimum of 15 fellowships under the International Law
Fellowship Programme; and assistance in the form of a travel grant for one
participant from each developing country invited to regional training and
refresher courses organized by UNITAR.

144. The cost of the handling and shipping of United Nations legal publications
to institutions in developing countries has been covered under the relevant
sections of the programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993 relating to
Conference and Library Services, Distribution Service, and to Administration and
Management, Office of General Services, Communications, and Mail Operations.

145. As for the cost of provision by the United Nations of a minimum of
15 fellowships each year and travel grants for participants in the regional
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seminars and refresher courses, the sum of $316,000 was included in the
programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993, under section 9.62 (Legal
activities, progressive development and codification of international law) of
the programme budget for that biennium. Furthermore, and in accordance with
paragraph 15 of General Assembly resolution 46/50, whereby the Assembly
requested Member States, interested organizations and individuals to make
voluntary contributions towards the financing of the Programme, the
Secretary-General addressed a note on 3 March 1992 to Member States drawing
their attention to paragraphs 14, 15 and 16 of resolution 46/50, and
paragraph 10 of resolution 46/54 (contributions towards the International Law
Seminar), as well as another letter of 24 February 1993 drawing their attention
to the same paragraphs of resolution 46/50 and paragraph 13 of resolution 47/33
(contributions towards the International Law Seminar).

146. In that connection, subsequent to the issuance of the 1991 report of the
Secretary-General, 20 / contributions from the Governments of the following
countries were received in 1992 for the International Law Fellowship Programme:
Argentina, $2,676; Austria, $1,282; and Greece, $3,000. In 1993, contributions
were received from the Governments of Austria ($1,293) and Greece ($3,000).

147. For the International Law Seminar, the Governments of the following
countries made contributions during 1992: Argentina, $3,000; Austria, $2,201;
Cyprus, $500; Denmark, $4,729; Finland, $5,545; France, $8,289; Germany, $5,983;
Hungary, $2,963; Jamaica, $424; Morocco, $671; Sweden, $5,000; and Switzerland,
$3,497. In 1993, contributions were received from the Governments of the
following countries: Austria, $2,156; Cyprus, $500; Denmark, $11,203; Germany,
$10,397; Ireland, $3,945; Norway, $5,000; Sweden, $5,000; and Switzerland,
$6,803.

148. For the Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Fellowship on the Law of the Sea, a
contribution of $500 was received during 1992 from the Government of Cyprus.

149. For the UNCITRAL symposia, the Governments of the following countries made
contributions during 1992: Argentina, $6,000; Australia, $8,800; Canada,
$8,216; Cyprus, $500; Finland, $22,678; France, $37,738; and Switzerland,
35,000. 34 / During 1993, contributions were received from the Governments of
the following countries: Canada, $6,959; Denmark, $4,688.

150. No contributions were received for the regional courses organized by
UNITAR.

B. Biennium 1994-1995

151. Assuming that the guidelines and recommendations in paragraph 132 above
regarding the provision of legal publications are adopted, the cost of handling
and shipping the United Nations legal publications issued in 1994 and 1995 would
be covered, as in previous years, by the estimates under the sections of the
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1994-1995 relating to Conference and
Library Services, Distribution Service, and to Administration and Management,
Office of General Services, Communications and Mail Operations.
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152. With regard to the provision of fellowships within the International Law
Fellowship Programme during the biennium and possibly of travel grants for
participants in UNITAR regional courses during 1994 or 1995, an amount of
$323,900 is included in the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1994-1995
under section 7.50 (Legal activities, Progressive development and codification
of international law) of the proposed programme budget for that biennium,
assuming that the General Assembly approves the guidelines and recommendations
on those programmes (see paras. 135-137 and 140 above).

153. The Secretary-General would repeat his efforts, if the General Assembly so
decides, in requesting voluntary contributions to the Programme. It is proposed
that, as in past years, the funds accruing from such contributions have, as a
main goal, subject to considerations of a practical nature, the increase of the
number of fellowship grants to candidates from developing countries in addition
to the minimum that would be authorized by the General Assembly under the
appropriations from the regular budget.

V. MEETINGS OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE UNITED
NATIONS PROGRAMME OF ASSISTANCE IN THE TEACHING,
STUDY, DISSEMINATION AND WIDER APPRECIATION OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW

A. Membership of the Advisory Committee

154. In accordance with paragraph 18 of General Assembly resolution 46/50, the
membership of the Advisory Committee for the period 1 January 1992 to
31 December 1995 is as follows: Bangladesh, Colombia, Cuba, Cyprus, Ethiopia,
France, Germany, Ghana, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Italy, Kenya,
Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, Nigeria, Romania, Russian Federation, Sudan,
Trinidad and Tobago, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America and Uruguay.

B. Twenty-seventh session

155. In paragraph 17 of its resolution 46/50, the General Assembly requested the
Secretary-General to report to the Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the
implementation of the Programme during 1992 and 1993.

156. As part of the preparation of the report requested under the above
resolution, the Secretary-General prepared an interim report covering the
activities carried out during 1992 by the various bodies that participated in
the execution of the Programme.

157. In order to discuss the Secretary-General’s interim report, the Advisory
Committee held its twenty-seventh session on 10 December 1992. The session was
attended by the representatives of the following members of the Advisory
Committee: Bangladesh, Cuba, Cyprus, Ethiopia, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands,
Nigeria, Romania, Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America and Uruguay. Representatives of
UNITAR and UNESCO also attended. The session was chaired by
Mr. Morgan Adokwei Brown (Ghana), who was elected Chairman for the four-year
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membership of the Advisory Committee running from 1 January 1992 to
31 December 1995. It was agreed that in case of absence of Mr. Brown his
replacement in his Mission would act as Chairman of the Committee.

158. In the absence of the Legal Counsel of the United Nations,
Mr. Vladimir Kotliar, Director of the Codification Division of the Office of
Legal Affairs, represented the Secretary-General at the session.
Mr. Manuel Rama-Montaldo, Senior Legal Officer, Codification Division, Office of
Legal Affairs, acted as Secretary of the Advisory Committee.

159. The Advisory Committee considered the Secretary-General’s interim report,
which was introduced by the Director of the Codification Division of the Office
of Legal Affairs on behalf of the Legal Counsel of the United Nations.

160. Several speakers stressed the fact that the Programme of Assistance had
succeeded, over the span of almost three decades, in carrying out its goals,
including during recent years of financial constraint for the Organization.
These goals had produced long-term benefits in international relations as they
had fostered a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the rules of international
law among qualified candidates, whether in governmental or academic positions,
particularly in developing countries. It was also stressed that the
encouragement of the teaching, study, dissemination and wider appreciation of
international law had been recognized by the General Assembly as one of the four
main goals of the United Nations Decade of International Law.

161. In connection with the International Law Seminar, one representative
inquired whether the lectures given by various members of the International Law
Commission had ever been published and whether it might be feasible, through
telephone or other technology, to undertake their simultaneous transmission to
members of the Sixth Committee who might be interested in following them from
New York. In this connection, the same representative recalled the useful
informal exchange occasionally carried out through telephonic conference between
some members of the International Law Commission and members of the Sixth
Committee in New York on the work carried out by the Commission.

162. The Secretary of the Committee explained that, although called "lectures",
the talks given to the International Law Seminar by members of the Commission
were really seminar sessions where active participation by the students was
encouraged. They were not at all in the form of written papers delivered from a
podium. While their transmission to New York might be welcomed by some members
of the Commission or some participants, others might feel inhibited by such a
procedure, which might detract from the spontaneity of the whole exercise.

163. Another representative inquired about the means of selection of
participants in the International Law Seminar.

164. The Secretary of the Committee explained that applications should be sent
to the United Nations Office at Geneva, Legal Liaison Office. The Programme was
open to international law lecturers and young government officials from both
developing and developed countries, although fellowships were reserved for
candidates from developing countries. The selection was done by a Committee
composed of members of the Legal Liaison Office, members of the academic
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community in Geneva and members of departments of the United Nations Office at
Geneva dealing with matters of an international legal nature.

165. In connection with the UNCITRAL Congress held in New York from
18 to 22 May 1992 on "Uniform commercial law in the twenty-first century", one
representative inquired whether a comprehensive report on the Congress would be
published.

166. The representative of the International Trade Law Branch of the Office of
Legal Affairs pointed out that paragraphs 190 to 192 of the report of UNCITRAL
on the work of its twenty-fifth session 35 / contained a summary on the holding
of the Congress. Furthermore, it was anticipated that papers presented by
speakers at the Congress would also be published as a United Nations document.

167. Some representatives recalled the efforts of some delegations in getting
the Treaty Section of the United Nations to publish the list of treaties of
which the Secretary-General is a depository, in the other official languages of
the Organization, in addition to English and French. They expressed
satisfaction at the fact that such lists were about to be completed.

168. Satisfaction was also expressed at the accelerated pace at which the
Summaries of Judgments, Advisory Opinions and Orders of the International Court
of Justice was being published in all official languages of the Organization.
One representative, in particular, pointed out the desirability of as wide a
dissemination as possible of the above-mentioned publication at prices
affordable in developing countries.

169. One representative pointed out that efforts should continue to be made to
obtain the translation and publication of the judgments and advisory opinions of
the Court in their entirety (1949-1992) into the other official languages of the
Organization in addition to English and French. If this could not be done by
the United Nations, owing to financial reasons, then perhaps by some entity
outside the United Nations, which might be willing to finance the operation if
there was a prior decision of the Organization to finance the translation and
publication of the subsequent judgments and advisory opinions. That
representative believed that such an offer existed with regard to the Spanish
language.

170. The Director of the Codification Division recalled that the reasons why it
had not been possible for the United Nations to undertake the full translation
of the judgments and advisory opinions of the Court into the other official
languages of the Organization in addition to English and French had been
reflected in the previous report of the Secretary-General on the Programme of
Assistance and considered by the Advisory Committee at its previous session
(A/46/610, paras. 75-89). The publication of the Summaries referred to in
paragraph 168 above had to be perceived as an effort of the Organization
designed to compensate for the financial impossibility of undertaking the
translation of the judgments and advisory opinions in question. As to private
efforts in this connection, they were always welcome, but should not require any
prior financial commitment by the Organization.

171. Some representatives pointed to the desirability of ensuring a wider
dissemination of the work of the International Court of Justice, not only
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through the wider accessibility of its judgments and advisory opinions but also
through audiovisual means of dissemination, telephonic conferences between
officials of the Registry and interested members of the Sixth Committee, etc.

172. One representative inquired whether the moving of UNITAR headquarters to
Geneva would affect its collaboration with the Office of Legal Affairs.

173. The representative of UNITAR pointed out that in all likelihood this would
not be the case, since a liaison office in New York was being contemplated,
which would facilitate the above-mentioned relations.

174. One representative stressed what he perceived as the desirability that
certain private works on international law, originally in English or French, be
translated into languages of wide dissemination, such as Spanish, and pointed
out that efforts should be made in this connection. In his view the main
problems did not have to do with financing but with copyright. He referred, in
particular, to the general courses of public international law of the Hague
Academy and the Encyclopaedia of the United Nations . 36 /

C. Twenty-eighth session

175. The Advisory Committee held its twenty-eighth session on 29 October 1993 in
order to consider the draft report of the Secretary-General referred to in
paragraphs 155 and 156 above. The session was attended by the representatives
of the following members of the Advisory Committee: Cuba, Cyprus, Ethiopia,
France, Germany, Ghana, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Italy, Kenya, Malaysia,
Mexico, Netherlands, Romania, Russian Federation, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukraine,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America
and Uruguay. Representatives of the International Trade Law Branch and of the
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal
Affairs, as well as of UNESCO also attended. In accordance with paragraph 157
above, the session was chaired by Mr. Morgan Adokwei Brown (Ghana).

176. In the absence of the Legal Counsel of the United Nations,
Miss Jacqueline Dauchy, Director of the Codification Division of the Office of
Legal Affairs, represented the Secretary-General at the session.
Mr. Manuel Rama-Montaldo, Senior Legal Officer, Codification Division, Office of
Legal Affairs, acted as Secretary of the Advisory Committee.

177. The Advisory Committee considered the draft report of the
Secretary-General, which was introduced by the Director of the Codification
Division of the Office of Legal Affairs on behalf of the Legal Counsel of the
United Nations.

178. The representative of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea
made a statement elaborating on the section of the draft report concerning the
activities of his Division.

179. Speaking generally on the Programme of Assistance, some representatives
referred to the useful goals it achieved in fostering the idea of an organized
international community under the rule of law. They also pointed out that the
recent expansion in the membership of the Advisory Committee as well as the
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increased relevance that the Committee had acquired in the framework of the two
successive programmes for the activities for the United Nations Decade of
International Law were a clear indication of the degree of appreciation that the
Advisory Committee enjoyed in the legal community of the Sixth Committee.

180. Referring generally to various components of the Programme of Assistance,
such as the International Law Seminar, the Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe
Fellowship for the Law of the Sea and the International Law Fellowship
Programme, one representative inquired about the system whereby the letters of
invitation for the submission of candidates were sent to Governments. He
wondered whether the most desirable system might not be to send the letters
directly to the Permanent Missions of the Organization. They would subsequently
channel the invitation to the appropriate authorities in their respective
countries.

181. The Secretary of the Committee explained that there was some variance in
the practice. In the case of the International Law Seminar, letters were sent
both to the Permanent Mission at Geneva and to the United Nations Information
Centres. As regards the International Law Fellowship Programme and the
Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Fellowship for the Law of the Sea, letters of
invitation were sent through the offices of the United Nations Development
Programme or of the United Nations Resident Representatives in the respective
capitals. He pointed out that in the future the practice could be made uniform
by also sending, in the case of the International Law Fellowship Programme and
the Amerasinghe Fellowship of the Law of the Sea, a copy of the respective
letters to the Permanent Missions in New York.

182. With specific reference to the International Law Seminar, one
representative suggested that the present number of about 24 participants
per year could be enlarged so as to make possible the participation of
candidates who might be sponsored by their own Governments and did not require
the assistance of a fellowship. Another representative hoped for a fuller
representation of Eastern European countries in the selected candidates for the
seminar. Another representative, stressing the importance of the Geneva
Seminar, pointed out the need for an increased number of voluntary contributions
so as to enable more candidates from developing countries to attend the seminar.

183. Noting the great number of international legal meetings which were
reflected in various parts of the draft report of the Secretary-General under
consideration, one representative pointed out the desirability of having the
Secretariat prepare an annual list of scheduled international legal meetings
relating to the teaching, study, dissemination and wider appreciation of
international law, in the framework of the Decade and of the Programme of
Assistance. That list, he added, could then be informally circulated to
interested delegations in New York.

184. The Director of the Division pointed out that if such a list were to be
prepared, it should be as broad-based as possible. The information reflected
could be gathered through the inclusion of an appropriate paragraph in the
annual letter that the Secretariat sends to States, international organizations
and academic institutions in connection with the United Nations Decade of
International Law.
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185. In connection with the Amerasinghe Fellowship on the Law of the Sea, one
representative wondered why, since the inception of the Programme, only one
fellowship had been awarded each year.

186. The representative of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea
pointed out that the reasons were exclusively financial. The fellowship was
financed from the interest of a trust fund which, by and large, had remained
unchanged during the last few years, while, on the other hand, the rates of
interest had substantially gone down. The fellowship was a very complete one,
involving travel and nine months subsistence allowance, all of which amounted to
about US$ 20,000. He stressed the desirability of further voluntary
contributions to ensure the future of the fellowship, which would thus be able
to continue its role of fostering a better understanding of the provisions of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in the countries of the
selected fellows; even more now, in view of the forthcoming entry into force of
the Convention.

187. In connection with paragraph 63 of the report, one representative wondered
whether the cost of making available through on-line access the contents of the
entire United Nations Treaty Series would be covered under existing resources of
the United Nations.

188. The Director of the Division explained that the financing of the project
would be ensured in accordance with the regular budgetary procedures and under
the control of the financial organs of the United Nations.

189. As regards paragraph 75, on fellowships offered at national institutions,
one delegation inquired whether universities could send offers of national
fellowships for developing countries directly to the Secretariat of the
Programme or, rather through the Foreign Ministry of the country where the
university was located.

190. The Secretary explained that in the past the latter had been, as a rule,
the practice followed. Once in possession of an offer of a national fellowship,
the Secretariat would transmit it to all Permanent Missions in New York.

191. Several representatives referred to the possibility of organizing regional
refresher courses in international law.

192. One representative, supported by others, suggested that regional refresher
courses in international law could be organized in various regions and the costs
shared by the United Nations and the host country.

193. In this connection, one representative inquired why UNITAR had not been in
a position to organize regional courses in the biennium 1992-1993.

194. The Secretary drew attention to paragraphs 76 to 79 and 110-111 of the
report and pointed out that the reasons had been exclusively financial.

195. One representative, in particular, pointing out the importance that
regional integration has for his country, expressed his country’s interest in
obtaining assistance from the United Nations, particularly through the provision
of teaching experts, in order to organize in the Diplomatic Academy of the
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Foreign Ministry at Montevideo, Uruguay, a course on certain aspects of the law
of economic integration, particularly as it concerns the integration agreement
known as Mercosur. Such a course could be open to Foreign Office officials of
the four countries of the region making up Mercosur. The same representative
stressed the need for improving the standard of technicians in this area of the
law of integration as well as the advantages of holding the course in situ ,
which did not require sending valuable personnel, needed at home, on training
trips abroad.

196. Referring to a seminar on preparation of reports on human rights, organized
in 1985 in the Caribbean region by UNITAR with the assistance of the Ford
Foundation and the Geneva Center for Human Rights, one representative recalled
that, at the conclusion of the seminar, it had been agreed that, after a certain
period, a review should be made as to how the participants had been able to
utilize what had been learned at the seminar. Noting that a number of Caribbean
countries were well behind in the submission of human rights reports, this
representative felt that it might be timely to proceed to the above-mentioned
review in order to determine, in the light of what those countries had done or
not done in this area, what kind of additional assistance they might obtain in
order to prepare those reports.

197. Some representatives referred to various publications related to the goals
of the Programme of Assistance.

198. Satisfaction was expressed at the fact that the publication of the
Summaries of Judgments, Advisory Opinions and Orders of the International Court
of Justice , in all officials languages of the Organization had already been
completed and that the success of the first edition of the English version had
led to an early reprint. One representative, however, pointed out that in his
own country he still had some difficulties in obtaining the number of copies
needed for a wide academic circulation of the publication and hoped that the
Sales Section of the United Nations Secretariat would find appropriate
arrangements for improving the world-wide availability thereof.

199. Some representatives, expressing their satisfaction at the publication by
UNESCO of the work International Law: Achievements and Prospects in English and
French, also pointed out their interest in seeing the work published into other
languages of wide dissemination, such as Spanish.

200. One representative referred to the "general course" which was part, every
year, of the summer courses of the Hague Academy of International Law. He
regretted that the written version of the general courses could not be purchased
separately from the other volumes containing all the summer courses imparted on
a given year, particularly as this annual collection of several volumes was very
onerous. He suggested that the President of the Hague Academy’s Curatorium
should be approached in order to explore the possibility of obtaining the
written version of the general courses separately.

201. The same representative referred to the ninth edition of Oppenheim’s
International Law , which had recently appeared in English. He pointed out the
desirability that, as had been the case with the eighth edition, the ninth
edition also be published in Spanish. He suggested that the Permanent Mission
of Spain could be encouraged to establish contacts with the publisher of the
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eighth edition and explore the possibility of also translating the ninth
edition.

202. Referring to participation in the Programme of Assistance in general, the
same representative suggested that perhaps some other institutions, both inside
and outside the United Nations, could be associated with the Programme. More
particularly, he suggested that along the lines of the Hague Academy of
International Law, which is an international private institution whose governing
body, the Curatorium, has a wide measure of international representation, some
national institutions for the study and dissemination of international law might
also be interested in being associated with the United Nations Programme of
Assistance. He suggested that the desirability of and the mechanism for
establishing such an association could be explored.

203. Several representatives shared the view that while a number of interesting
proposals had been made during the meeting, more detailed information on them
would assist their consideration at future meetings of the Advisory Committee.
In particular, attention needed to be given to the financial consequences of
such proposals and the effect of undertaking the suggested projects on the
ability to continue activities, both new ones and those already under way,
within existing financial resources or through voluntary contributions from
States.

204. At the conclusion of the discussion, the Advisory Committee adopted the
draft report as a whole, including the guidelines and recommendations under
General Assembly resolutions 46/50 and 47/32 reproduced in paragraphs 127 to 142
above.
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