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Ietter dated § February 1961 from the Chairmen of the Council of
Ministers of the Union of Sowiet Sccialist Republics addressed to
the National Committee Tor & Sene Nuclear Polley, New York

. (Clrculated at the request of the Permanent Representative of the
Union of Soviet SOcialaat Republica to the United Nations)

Dear Mr., Cousins end Mr. Pickett,

I bave carefully studied your Committee's appeal, which was sent to me, e&s
well as Lo Mr, Mﬂcmillan, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Mr. KEnnedy,
the newly elected President of the United States of Americe; and Mr. de Gﬁulle,
the Prgsidént of France,

We gquite understand your anxlety over the ever-increasing danger from the
continuing arme race and over the ever-greater risk of accidental var as the
number of countries possessing nuclear wegapons incremses. I have more than once
had occasion to polnt out that the Soviet Government is deeply convinced of the
need tc put an end as soon as possible to the dangerous ahd utterly wasteful '
armaments race, and the Soviet Union will therefore bend every effort, as it is
already doing, to achieve a solutlon of the problem of disarmement and of other
urgent international problems. We are sincerely striving to make 1961 a year of
succesé for the cause of pesce and tranquillity on our planet.

In your Committee's appeal, mention is made of variocus things that could be
done in 1961, nearly mll of which are conhected with dlsarmament questions. Ve,
to0, believe that the problem of disarmament is the most important, indeed the
cardinal problem which the world faces today.
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As you know, the United Netions Geheral Assembly at 1ts fifteenth session
between Septembef and December 1960 examineﬂ the guestion of general and complete
disarmament. During the‘seséion, the Soviet Covernment introduced new proposals,
in which it moved closer to the Wesiern Powers on quite a number of points. Awmong
other things, these proposals conteined detailed provisions on the control necessary
to ensure the effective implementetion of & tresty on general and complete
di.sarmament.

A% the fifteenth session of the General Assembly, I declared on behalf of the
Government of the Soviet Union that if the Western countries accepted our proposals
on disarmament, we would accept without reservation the other side's proposai on
disarmement coatrel. I am now repeafing that declaration iIn this letter, The
Soviet Government stands for the'widest meagure of control if'agreement is reached
on disarmament. ' .

During the Ceneral Assembly session, India and some other cduhtries made an
effort to secure agreement on directives for further negotiations on disarmement.
The Soviet Union considered it possible to support the twelve-Power draft
resolution on directives regarding general and complete disarmament‘although we
felt that it was not sufficiently clear or préciﬁe in several places and that 1t
lacked certain eseential provisions. On the other hand, the representative of the
former United States Administfation-came out against this draft resolution, thereby
putting himself in the position of opposing all the peace-loving forees which
advoecate the earliést ﬁossible solution to the problem of genheral and complete
disarmament.

We should like to hope thet at the second part of the fifteenth session of the
General Assembly the Western Powers will change their negativé ettitude and thereby
make possible & renewal of constructive negotiaticns on genefal and complete
disarmament. The Soviet Government and I, as Chairman of the Council of Minilsters
of the USSR, are prepared to do everything possible to facilitate agreement on this
great problem. | ' '

Some of the measures referred to in your Committee's appeal concern the
question of the cessation of nuclear weapons tests, We have always glven
conslderable attention to this question, although, 8s is cbvious, the cessation of
atomic and hydrogen weapons tests would not, slone and of itself, solve the problem

Jeve



English
Page 3

of e ting the danger of nuclear war end ending the armaments race. The only
real apd direct path to that objective is general end complete dissrmement. The
Soviet Union has petiléntly end persistently worked for agreement at the three-FPower
Geneva Conference, which bas now been going on for more than two years, In spite
of ourj making a number of importent concessiona to the United States end the United
Kingdom, in apite of our accepting many of the proposels put forward by our fellow-
negotistors at Geneve, no agreement on the cegssstion of nuclear weapons tests has
80 fa:*;; been reached. In particuler, there hos been no settlement of the gquestion
of a moratorium on small underground ruclear tests or of a research programme for
improving methods of detecting such tests, $0 which reference is made in your
Commi thee 's appeal.

When the Geneva Conference is rosumed, the Soviet Union will, as before, do
all in its power to reach agreement oo thg ceggation of all tesis of nuclear weapwns
of all sizes for all time. |

1 hope that the work of your Commitiee for strengthening world peace will be
productive of reel results and help to solve interpational problems which have
become, urgent, including, first and foremost, the problem of disarmament,

1 can assure you that iIn 1961 the Soviet Governmsnt will continue to vege a
tirelags struggle for lesting pesce on earth.

Respectiully yours,
N. KHRUSECHEY





