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The meeting was called to order at 10.55 a.m.

TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF THE LAEE‘PRESIBEHT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA, THE HONOURABLE RANASINGHE PREMADASA

The PRE§IDENT: The Assembly will first pay a tributé to the memory
of ﬁhe late President of the Democratic Socialist‘Republic of Sri Lanka, His
Excellency The Honourable Ranasinghe Piemadasa.

On behaif of the Gemeral Assembly, I should like to ‘convey our heartfelt
condolences to the Government and the people of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka, and to the bereaved family.

I invite representatives to stand and observe a minute of silence in
tribute to the memory of tge late President of the Democratic Socialist

~ Republic of Sri Lanka.

The members of the General Assembly observed a minute of silence.
The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of Senegal,
Mr. Kéba Birane Cissé, who will speak on behalf of the Gr&up of African States.
Mr. CISSE (Senegal) (interpretation from French): It is with Qdeep
regret and sorrow that the international community learned of the
assassination of President Premadasa of 8ri Lanka following an attack that
also took the lives of many other people. This tragic death of a great figure
who was an outstanding political leader in his country‘is indeed a great loss
for Sri Lanka and for the international community. He not only greatly
contributed to Sri Lanka's international standing but also throughout his life
demonstrated wisdom, open-mindedness and a commitment to international peace
and security.
On behalf of the members of the Group of African States and on my own
personal behalf, I should like to extend to the Govermment, the people and the

family of the late President Premadasa our deepest condolences and sympathy.
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(Mr. Cissé, Semegal)

A§ the tepreseﬁtativé of Senegal, whiéh has‘excellenﬁ :élatibns with
Sri’Lanka; I should like to add that I personally greétly appreciated the
sound policies followed by President Premadasa in ensuring close relations
between the two countries. I trust that what}he has done will continue to
guide the people of Sri Lanka, as well as many other peopleé, so that the
torch of peace will remain aloft;‘ ‘

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of China,

Mr. Chen Jian, who will speak on behalf of the Groué of Asian States.

Mr. CHEN Jian (China): It is with profound sorrow that we heard of
this tragic event. On behalf of the Group of Asian States énd on my own
personal behalf, allow me to express our deepest condolences on the most
unfortunate passing of His Excellency Ranasinghe Premadasa, President of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

President Premadasa was a leader whose vision and deep commitment were
not limited to.his own people and nation. He was also an eminent statesman
dedicated to promoting amity, cooperation and welfare regionally and
internationally.

At the national level, he worked tirelessly to secure socio-economic
development for his own people through bold and liberal economic policies.
His pioneering efforts in combining liberal economic policies with programmes
such as poverty alleviation are well known to all.

At the regional and international levels, he strove to foster cooperation
and conciliation, which are fundamental tenets of the Charter of the United
™ Nations. We can still recall his presence here at‘the United Nations in 1980,

when he presented his proposals on the International Year of Shelter for the
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Home]ess.\ ‘His proposal was 1ate:.: ,embraced by l:he :.nternat:.onal commun:.ty and

evolved 1nt:o the Global Strategy fgy: Shelter to: the~ Year 2000 undet the aeg:s;

‘of the Un:.ted Natzons Comm:.ss;on on Human Settlement:s., :
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“I#‘his.oﬁn region thé laﬁe Ptesideﬁtréchieved notab1e snccesSesAin :
'proméking:regional cobpe:atibﬂ duting his chairmanship of thé”Sbuth Asian
Associatib# f6r Regiona1 Codperati6h (Saarc).

»it is now up to us'hd ensure that Hi§ Excellgncy

Mr. Ranasihéheuptemadasa's‘vision,éf a~peacefui and prosperous world for all
will not be lost, and that the cause for which he worked so hard will be
carried on. Its realization will be the best possible service,ﬁe can ever
render in his memory. |

The PRESIDENT; I call on the representative of Latvia, who will
speak on behalf of the Group of Eastern European States.

Mr. BAUMANIS (Latvia): On behalf of the States of the Eastern .
Eurcpean Group, which I have the honour to represent today, I should like to
express our condolences on the tragic death of His Excellency
Mr. Ranasinghe Premadasa, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka. We express our deep sorrow to the Govermment and the people of
Sri Lanka, and to the bereaved family.

The deceased was active in promoting the objective of assisting éountries
and regions in solving human-settlement problems and advocated'greater
international cooperation in that sector. We express the hope that those who
follow President Premadasa will continue his important work. In these sad
circumstances we stand with the people of Sri Lanka and wish them a;l the best
for the future.

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Bolivia; whd will

speak on behalf of the Gronp of Latin American and Caribbean States.
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Mr. SEREATEJQQELLAR (Bolivia) (intéréretation from Spanish): On
behal£>ofvthe-patin American‘a§d CaribbeanAG:pup,lI‘wish to expiess'profound
sorrow on the tragic death of His Excellency Mr.;Régasinghe Premadasa,
President of the Republic of Sri Lanka, which occurred on 1 May 19é3\ We
believe thatbthe.people.of Sri Lanka and the international community as a
wﬁcle have éuffered a great loss through thgudeath of one of their leaders.

Throughout his intensely active public life, President Premadasa always
identified with the most vulnerable, the poor of his town, his city, his
coﬁntry and the world. He promoted concrete actions aimédvat caring for the
néediest at all levels - local, national and international alike. His work
included notable statements in this lofty Assembly on behalf of the
dispossessed, and he attaired major accomplishments in the field of housing
and human settlements.

His unexpected passing brought even greater pain and consternation by
dint of his being yet another victim of the criminal scourge‘of terrorism. In
many countries of Latin America and the Caribbean we are acquainted with the
ruthless, blind and unjust nature of such acts of violence, which in this case
took the life of President Ranasinghe Premadasa, a highly valued personage of
international magnitude.

We believe that international cooperation is fundamental for the
prevention and elimination of terrorism, and that such cooperation must come
about at the world-wide, regional, subregional and bilateral levels so that
all Governments will have at their disposal the tools necessary to face up to

that criminal scourge.



/';.

A/47/PV.102
8

==

In thisjregard. Latin America‘and-the Cariﬁbea@,hwhile héping that peace,
tha rule of‘law and justice will be thekbest.résponsevto the sécrifiéed lives
of the President of Sri Lanka and of othets;'wish to convey to the_people and
the Governmentvof Sri'Lanka their deep sorro% and full sclidarity in this
difficult hourﬂbf grief and anéuish. |

Allow us also to convey, through our friends and colleagues of the
delegation of Sri Lanka, our deepest condolences to the families of
President Premadasa and the other victims of this tragic event. May peaée be
with all.

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Italy, who will
speak on behalf of the Group of Western European and Other States.

Mr. FULCI (Italy}: I have the honour to speaﬁ on behalf of the
.Group of Western European and Other States.

It is with deep sorrow that I wish to pay tribute to the memory of the
President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, His Excellency
Mr. Ranasinghe Premadasa. We deeply deplore the loss of his life and the
lives of those who wefe with him when he was killeda, and we strongly condemn
the cowardly act of terrorism which brought it about.

He was a man universally known for his moderation and ideals of equality
and justice, ideals for which he struggled unceasingly and for which, I dare
say, he ultimately gave his life.

As a member of his country‘'s constituent assembly, President Premadasa
contributed significantly to the drafting of the State constitution in 1972
and 1977, to the point that he can rightly be considered one of the fathers of

the Republic of Sri Lanka's present constitutional system.
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(M. ggigi¢ Italy)
Having his roots in the pééséntry and having thus experiéﬁced‘povérty
‘first-hand, President Premadasa f0ughﬁ relenélessly ﬁo impréve thevsﬁanéérd of
living of the less fortﬁnate people ofwﬂis cduntry.‘ He succeeded‘ih providing

medical care, education, better housing and better‘living.conditiéﬁs for his
people. President P?emadasa's very deep-rooted feélinés on poverty led him to
address the General Assembly in 1980, at its thirty-fifth session, presenting
his historic.proposal of deélaring an International Year of Shelter for the'
Homeless. This noble idea becamé a reality in October 1987, when

President Premadasa himself addressed a special meeting of the United Nations
General Assembly in New York andkformally declared 1987 the International Year
of Shelter for the Homeless.

Allow me once again to extend my deepest condolences to the delegation,
the Government and the people of Sri Lanka on this most tragic loss and
express the sincere hope that they will rapidly overcome the present situation.

The PRESIDENT: I call on the represeantative of the United States of

America, the host country.
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Mg;_ﬂ;gg& (Unlted States of Amer;ca). The Unxted States deplores
the brutal act of terror;sm that led to the assass:natzon of
Pres1dent Ranasxnghe Premadasa of er Lanka.‘b

Presxdent Premadasa was noted for h;s efforts to alleviate poverty.
provide employment and build heusxng for the people of Sri Lanka. His efforts
to improve the standard of living in his-countiy sheuld serveeas an example to
the 1eadets of all natioms ef the world. |

Sri Lanka has been a ﬁemocracy since its independence in 1948. We in the
United States are proud of our shared democratic traditions and the close
relations we have maintained with Sri Lanka for more than 40 years.

We extend our sympathy to the people of Sri Lanka and stand with them in
friendship durin§ this tragic time. We extend our sympathy also to the
families of the other victims of this tragic event. |

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representatite of Sri Lanka.

Mr,lKALPAﬁé’(Sti Lanka): On behalf of the Sri Lankan delegation and
on behalf of the people and Govermment of Sri Lanka, I should like to express
our sincere appreciation for the warm tributes just paid to the memory of our
late President, His Excellency Mr. Ranasinghe Premadasa, on this occasion of
grief and anguish for our country and for our region.

My delegation was moved by the sentiments of condolence and solidarity
expressed by you, Mr. President, by the chairmen of the regional groups and by
‘the representative of the host country on the passing away of
President Premadasa of Sri Lanka.

President Premadasa addressed the General Assembly on three occasions.

He was a strong supporter of the noble purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations. He advocated a foreign policy in which the United

Nations was given a central role in the international decision-making process.
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Preéident,Préﬁédasé b%iiéved théﬁuexémblebwaélﬁetter;ﬁhanbprecepé; He
lived an‘exemplarj life ofimarkeé simélicity, He éubjeétéd ﬁimself to spartan
discipline. He Qas firmly co;mitted fo»the;service‘of his people. .He gave
voice to sengiments of peace and harmbny. equi§y>and justiée‘for alli

To his responsibiliﬁies as{the eleétédrleader 6fvSri Lénké,‘

President PremadaSa brought to bear his owﬁ unrivalled experience gatheééd
through long years of public life. His manifesto at the presidential election
of 1988, entitled "A New Vision, a New Deal", presented his own clear vision
of a better future for Sri Lanka, with hope fot‘the common man.

_ He was specially concerned with the poor and needy. Hi§‘
poverty-alleviation concept, Janasaviya - the people's strength - was
pragmatic and unique in its innovativeness. His annualv"gaﬁ Udawa" - or
village reawakening projects in impoverished areas - stirred the imagination
of the people and brought them hitherto unrealized common benefits.

The late President earned the people's admiration and gratitude for his
widely known housing programme. He shared his experience with the world
community. It was Mr. Premadasa's initiative which resulted in the General
Assembly's declaring 1987 f-he International Year of Shelter for the Homeless.
As a result of that proposal, the General Assembly formulated the Global
Strategy of Shelter to the Year 2000.

President Premadasa guve regional coooperation in South Asia a new
dimension, a fresh momentum. His stewardship as Chairman of the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation was widely acclaimed to have been both
dynamic and productive. The tangible results of regional cooperation in
poverty alleviation; prefe-rential regional trade; scientific, technological

and educational exchange; improved communications; and action against

terrorism are already evident.
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Presxdent Premadasa stood forﬂa un;ted ann 1ntegrated Sr; Lanka in which

'a plural;st;c socxety living in harmony would be engaged in peaceful ‘discourse
and development. He‘firmly‘believed in the ptocess of consultatlon;
comprom;se ‘and . consensus - the very spxrzt that should be the basis of
relétidns'withinrand among_nations in'these challenging times.

A life of distinguished service has ended. An eloguent and inspiring
voice has been stiiled. A man of peace hns been struck down by a wanton act
of terrorism, even as he was tirelessly worklng towards democratic political
solutions to the underly;ng ‘problems that can give rise to terrorism. This
tragedy will no doubt bring into sharper focus the need for the strenghthening
of international coope;ation to overcome the scourge of terrorism.

Although President Premadasa is no more, the memories of a great leader
will remain forevér‘in the hearts and minds of a grateful people whose cause
he so effectively espoused and tirelessly worked for.

Sri Lanka must, and will, get over this dark chapter in its long
history.' Depsite this tragic event, the strong and lasting democratic
institutions of Sri Lanka have ensured the continuity of governance in
accordance with our Constitution and within the framework of parliamentary
democracy - a tradition Sri Lanka has uninterruptedly adhered to for over four
decades.

Let me conclude, Mr. President, by assuring you and the Member States
that my delegation will convey your kind sentiments of sympathy and sorrow to

the members of the bereaved family ané to the Government of Sri Lanka.
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“ELECTIONS TO FILL VACANCIES IN SUBSIDIARY ORGANS AND OTHER ELECTIONS
(a) ELECTION OF TWELVE MEMBERS OF THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL (A/47/401/Add 1)

| Ehg_BEESIQE__= ‘The;GeperalxAssemblyiy;llynow cons;der~$ub-1tem (a)
of agendé item 16 in order to fill thg;one remaiqiné»vacancy'inbthé World Food
Council. | |

Members will recall that the Assembly; at its 44th plenary meeting, held

on 24 October 1992,>on the basis oflthe nominations by the Economic and Social
Council and in accprdance-with paragraph 8 of resplutipn 3348 (XXIX), adopted
o# 17 December 1974, elected 11 members of the World Food Council - namel&,
three Afficap'States for three vacancies: Guinea-Bissau, Nigeria and Tunisia;
two Asian States for three vacancies:‘ the Islamic Repub1i§ of Iran and Japan;
one Eastern European State for one vacancy: Hungary; two Latin American and
Caribbean States for two vacancies: Ecuador and Peru; three Western European

and other States for three vacancies: France, Italy and Norway.
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{zhe President)
Regardxng‘toe ‘remaining vacancy from among the Asxan States, the General
Assembly has before 1t document A/41/401/Add 1 whxch contains the nom:nataon
by the Economxc and Soc;alﬁhouncxl of a Member State from that regxon.

The Economic and SOcial Council has'nomxnated Ind;a for clection to the
World Food Council by the General Assembly for a. term of off;ce beginning on
the date of electicv and pxpxr;ng on 31 December 1995.

In accordance with paragraph 16 of decision 34/401, the Assémbly may
dispense with balioting when the number of States nominated from among the
regions is equal tovthe number of seats to be filled.

May I take it that the Genmeral Assembly, on the basis of the nomination
by the Economic and Social Council, and in accordance ﬁith paragraph 8 of its
resolution 3348 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974, wishes to deciare India elected a
member of the World Food Council for a term of office beginning today,

6 May 1993, and expiring on 31 December 19957
It w 0 decided. |
The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has thus concluded its consideration of
sub-item (a) of agenda item 16.
AGENDA ITEMS 103 AND 104 (continued)
REVIEW OF THE EFFICIENCY OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCiAL FUNCTIONING OF
THE UNITED NATIONS; PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 1992-1993: REPORT OF

THE F{FTH COMMITTEE (PART II) (X4/47/932)

PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 1992-1993: REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITIEE
(PART II) (A/47/835/ad4.1)

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now consider the reports of the
Fifth Committee on agenda items 103 and 104.
I call on the Rapporteur of the Fifth Committee, Mr. Jorge Osella of

Argentina, who will introduce the reports of the Fifth Committee in one

intervention.
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‘M;;;QggigngArgentina), Rapgorteur of the Fiith Committee
1‘(1nterpretatxon £rom Span;sh) It is my:honomr'to«introduce toithe General
mAssemhly Part II of toe report of the Fxfth Commxttee on agenda item 103,

| "Revxew of the eff 1c1ency of the admxn:stratlve and: f;nanc;al functxon;ng of
’the Un;ted Nat;ons", and. agenda 1tem 104, "Programme budget for the biennium
1992-;993". ;n connect;oa with the Qommxttee s cons;derat:on of the
-restructuring of rhe Secretariat. Part II of the Fifth Committee®s report on
rhe subjeo;\is contained iovdocument A/47/932.

As‘indicaﬁed in paragraph 2 of the report, the Committee~considered these
iteme'af its 59th to 62nd, and 66thvmeetings. At its Gdth meeting, the
Vice—Chairman, following informal consultations, introduced, on behalf of the

' Chairman of the Committee, an orally revised draft resolution, contained in
document A/C.5/47/L.36.

At the same meeting, the Vice-Chairman submitted a draft decision under
agenda item 103, "Review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial
functioning of the United Nations", which had been drafted following informal
consultations.

The draft resolution and the draft decision were adopted by the Committee
without a vote.

As indicated in paragraphs 10 and 11 of the report, the Fifth Committee
recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the draft resolution and
the draft decision. |

In connection with agenda item 104, "Programme budget for the biennium
1992-1993", as indicated in paragraph i of Part II of the Fifth Committee's
report contained in document A/47/835/Add.1l, the Committee considered the item

at its 58th, 63rd and 66th meetings. In the course of those meetings, the
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Flfth Commxttee consxdered and took decis:ons on four specxal subjects undet
‘ agenda 1tem 104. The Fxfth Comm;ttee s recommendatxons are conta;ned in
paragraphs 14 and 15 of the report.

The Fifth Committee recommen@s to the Géne;al»hssembly the adoption of
the draft resolution contained in paragraph~14 énd the draft decisions
contained in paragiaph 15, | | |

| The éREgIﬁENT: If there is no proposal under rule 66 of the rules
of procedure, I shall take it thaﬁkthe General Assembly decides not to discuss
the reports of the Fifth Committee which are before the Assembly today.

It was _so decided.

The PRESIDENT: Stétements will therefore be limited to explanations

of vote.

The positions of delegations regarding the iecommendations of the Fifth
Committee have been made clear in the Cémmittee and are reflected in the
relevant officiai records.

May I remind members that, under paragraph 7 of decision 34/401, the
Seneral Assembly agreed that:

"When the same draft resolution is considered in a Main Committee
and in plenary meeting, a delegation should, as far as possible, explain
its vote only once, i.e., either in the Committee or in plenary meeting
unless that delegation's vote in plenary meeting is different from its
vote in the Committee."

May I remind delegations that, also in accordance with General Assembly

decision 34401, explanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes.
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(The President)

Before Qe‘begiﬁ to tgkenaction on_ﬁhevtécémmendations contained in the
reports Qf tﬁeQFiftﬁ Committee, I shoulé.like to advise rg?resentatives ghat
we are gqing't§‘p:oceed to take décisioﬂs in the same manner as was done ih
the Fifth Committée. | |

The Assembly will now turn to Part II,df the report (A/47/932) of the
Fifth Committee on agenda item 103, "Review of the efficiency of the
administrative and financial functioning of the United Naﬁions", and on agenda
item 104, “"Programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993", which concerns the
restructuring of the Secretariat.

The Assembly will now take a decision on the draft resolution recommended
by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 10 of Part II of the report (A/47/932) and
on the draft decision recommended by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 11 of
Part II of the same report. .

We turn first to the draft resolution recommended in paragraph 10 of
Part II of the report.

With regard to the title of the draft resolution, I should like to point
out that in the English text the word "and" should be added after the words
“United Nations" so that the title of the draft resolution will read as
follows: "Review of the eZfficiency of the administrative and finanéial
functioning of the United Nations and programme budget for the biennium
1992-1993",

The Fifth Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 47/212 B). .
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 ‘paragraph 11 of Part II of the report.
The draft decxs:qn. entxtled‘"COnﬂatxons of service an& compénsat;on‘for
;off;cxals other than Secretaraat off:c;als". was adopted by the Fxfth -
Commxttee thhout a vote. ’ 
May T take 1t that the Assembly wxsﬁes to do the same?
The draf ’."ibn:w ' d.
The PRESIDENT: e havé thus éondludedlthis stage of our

consideration of»agenda‘items 103 and 104.



A/47/PV.102
21

 (zhe President)
We turn now éo Part 1 of‘thévrego;t (AI47/8§5/Add.1) pf the Fifth
: Cohmittee on‘égenda,item‘104 cphcerning;thé‘programme budget for the biennium
1992-1993. The Assemblx will consider Ehe d;aft»;gsolution tecomménded by the
fifth Committee in paragraph 14 of Part II of its report (A/47/835/Add.1) and
.the two d;aft,decisions fecommended Sy the‘Eifth Committee in paragraph 15 of
the same document. -

We shall first take a decision on the draft resolution. The diaft
resolution is entitled "Other gquestions relating to the programme budget for
the biennium 1992-1993: Revised estimatés under section 37 (Department of
Political Affairs)".

The Fifth Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote. May I
take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

The draft resolution was adopted {resolution 47/230).

The PRESIDENT: We shall now turn to the two draft decisionms.

Draft decision I, which concerns deferral of items, was adopted by the
Fifth Committee without a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do
the same?

Draft decision I was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: Draft decision II, entitled "Revised estimates under
section 31 (Public Information): establishment and operation of seven United
Nations interim offices", was also adopted by the Fifth Committee without a
vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft decision II was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly has thus concluded this stage

of its consideration of agenda item 104.
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| PROGRAMME OF WORK ;

The PRESIDENT- I.should like to remznd representatzves that the
General Assembly will be meet:ng on Monday, 10~§ay, at 10 a. M., concurrently
w1th the Securlty Counczl, to elect a member of the International Court of
Justice. The meet;ng of the General Assembly w111 take place in Conference
Room 3.

I should.iike to draw the Assembly's attention to the relevant
documentation., First, document As47/931, dated 23 Apiil 1993, sets out the
composition of the Court and the procedure for the election in the General
Assembly and in the Security Council. Secondly, document A/47/940, dated
5 May 1993, contains the list of candidates submitted within the required time
for submission. Thirdly, the document containing the curricula vitae of the
candidates will be issued tomorrow under the following symbol: A/47/941.

‘I should like to seek the cooperation of representatives by asking‘them

to be in their seats punctually at 10 a.m. on Monday.

The meeting rose at 11.35 a.m.





