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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. In its resolution 431178 of 20 December 1988, the General Assembly 
requested the Secretary-General to charge the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (Habitat) with the supervision of the development of the programme 
of economic and social assistance to the Palestinian people and to report to 
the Assembly, through the Economic anb Social Council, on the progress made in 
implementing the resolution. Pursuant to the resolution, the 
Secretary-General submitted a report on assistance to the Palestinian people 
(A/46/204-E/1991/80 and Add.21 to the Assembly at its forty-sixth.session. 

2. Following its consideration of the report of the Secretary-General, 'the 
General Assembly adopted resolution 461201 of 20 December 1991 on assistance 
to the Palestinian people, in which it, mr a&$9, took note of the report of 
the Secretary-General on assistance to the Palestinian peoples expressed its 
appreciation to the States, United Nations bodies and intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organioations that had provided assistance to the Palestinian 
peoples requested the international coanmmity, the United Nations system and 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations to sustain and increase 
their assistance to the Palestinian people, in close cooperation with the 
Palestine Liberation Orgaaiaation (PLO), taking into account the economic 

losses of the Palestinian people as a result of the Persian Gulf crisis; 
called for treatm&.t on a transit bash of Palestinian exports and imports 
passing through neighbouring ports and points of exit and entry; also called 
for the granting of trade concesaiona aud concrete preferential meaaures for 
Palestinian exports on the basis of Palestinian certificates of origin; 
further called for the immediate lifting of Iaraeli restriction8 aud obataclea 
hindering the implementation of assistance projects by the United Nationa 
Development Progranme WNDP), other United Iations bodies and others providing 
economic and social assistance to the Palestinian people in the occupied 
Palestinian territory> reiterated its call for the implementation of 
development project8 in the occupied Palestinian territory, including the 
projects msntioned in itr rerolution 391233 of 18 December 1984; called for 
facilitation of the eSts.bliSlwnt of Palestinian developmemt banka in the 
occupied Palestinian territory, with a view to promoting investment, 
production, employment and incoms therein; and requeated the Secretary-General 
to report to the Assembly at it8 forty-aeventh session, through the Economic 
and Social Council, on the progreaa made in the implementation of the 
reaoiution. 

3. On behalf of the Gecretary-General, the Executive Director of UNCHS 
(Habitat) wrote to the various concerned sources requesting information on the 
implementation of the above-mentioned reaolution. Given below are the 
-**-=-4-a nf f_& r+plirs rrcaivmd. --a" ..o---_ -- 

4. Any additional information received will be issued as an addendum to the 
present report. 

I... 
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II. REPLIES FROM THE UNITED NATIONS STSTEW 

A. United 

1. (&I&IS far &&@l DeveQS 

5. At its thirty-sixth session, held at Vienna from 11 to 20 Watch 1992, the 
Commission on the Status of Women adopted draft resolution EXN.6119921L.6, 
which, jOtet u, requested the Secretary-General to review developments in 
the situation of Palestiniau women and children in the occupied Palestinian 
territory and in the refugee camps, and to submit a report to the Commission 
at its thirty-seventh session using all available sources. The Division for 
the Advancement of Women will be responsible for the preparation of that 
report and its submission to the forthcoming session of the Commission. 

2. B for -) 

6. DNCWS (Wabitat) prepared and submitted to the thirteenth session of the 
Convnission on Human Settlements a report entitled **Housing requirements of the 
Palestinian people" (HS/C/13/2/Add.l). The report was prepared pursuant to 
Commission resolution 12/l, which had requested the Executive Director of 
UNCHS (Habitat) "to devise a national housing development strategy to the year 
2000 For the Palestinian people based on the Global Btrateqy for Shelter to 
the Year 2000 in cooperation with the PLO, including the housing requirements 
of a future independent Palestinian State". After its consideration of the 
report the Commission adopted resolution 1316, in which it took note of the 
report "with satisfaction" and requested "the Secretary-General, in 
consultation with the Executive Director and in cooperation with the PLO, to 
devise a plan for the implementation of a shelter strategy for the Palestinian 
people to the year 2000, as contained in the report of the Executive Director 
on the housing requirements of the Palestinian people, together with the 
provision of necessary funds". The Executive Director is presently in the 
process of preparing that report, on behalf of the Secretary-General, for 
submission to the fourteenth session of the Commission on Human Settlements, 
which will be held at Nairobi from 26 April to 5 Way 1993. 

7. UWCHS (Habitat) ir also in the process of taking appropriate action with 
a view to preparing, on behalf of the Secretary-General, a report on the 
living conditions of the Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian 
territory for submission to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth session, 
through the Economic and Social Council. The report is being prepared 
pursuant to General Assembly resolution 461162 of 19 December 1991, which 
requested the Secretary-General "to consider ways and means of improving the 
iiviny conditions of the Paiestinian people in the occupied raiestinian 
territory and, pending the exercise of their right to self-determination, to 
plan for concerted economic and social actions by the United Nations system”, 

/ . . . 
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3. * WHations Children s Fund 

8. Since 1980, UNICEF has supported programmes for Palestinian children and 
women in Jordax, the Syrian Arab Republic, Lebanon and the West Bank and 
Gasa. The programmes supported in close collsboration with the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) and relevant United Nations agencies include: 
health; pre-school and primary education$ women's programmesz water supply and 
sanitation; and a physiotherapy programme for the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
following the i.&$adah. The major objective of UNICEF assistance was to 
reduce infant mortality and morbidity through improvement of primary health 
caret immuniaationt health educations control of diarrhoea1 diseases and acute 
respiratory iafectionr promotion of safe delivery practices and provision of 
safe drinking-water and sanitation. Following the crisis in the Persian Gulf 
a special effort was made to sustain these progrannnes. Over the period from 
1980 to 1991, total UNICEF support for Palestinians increased from USS 212,278 
in 1980 to $957,276 in 1985, and $1,773,863 in 1991. 

9. The O#ICBF Bxecutive Board passed resolution 1991115 requesting the 
Executive Director of UNICEF "to continue to urgently assess the situation of 
Palestinian children and women and to provide funds cosanensurate with the 
expanding needs of these children and women and to report to the 1992 session 
of the Executive Board on implementation". As a result, the total sum of 
funds approved for Palestinians had increased from $1,773,863 in 1991 to 
83,234,400 in 1992. Of the latter, 81,734,400 is dependent on supplementary 
funding being made available by donors. 

10. UEICEF cooperation with UNRWA in giving support to immunisation 
activities, control of diarrhoea1 disease and acute respiratory infection 
contributed considerably in reducing infant mortality rate from 59 to 
35 per 1,000 live births during the period from 1980 to 1990. Immunization 
coverage levels for DPT3 (diphtheria-pertursis-tetanus) and OFT3 (oral polio 
vaccine) were increased from 30 per cent in 1980 to 99 per cent. During the 
same period, mortality due to diarrhoea1 diseases was reduced from more than 
3,000 to just 100 per year. Other prograrnnes supported by UNICEF included 
income-generating activities and basic health education for mothers. 

11. A new programme of cooperation for the period 1990-1994 approved by the 
Executive Board in 1990 aims to sustain the gains made in the fields of 
* --_.- 1 --LX -- ~tIYllullLOOL.*"lA, ---&--% -E Al---L---. Al-____- i,,&,-.. l-*-,L1^.. bVAbCLV* V* bh*mL&uuCI~A uAaeaae* ZiiG ZiciitG iGSPA&aLuLx LIILGCI~.*VAI. 
It also places increased emphasis on promoting safe motherhood in order to 
reduce birth defects. Two new programmes initiated are the early childhood 
development programme, which involves both kindergarten teachers and parents 
in effective stimulation of young children, and an action-oriented health 
project in which teachers are trained to pass vital information to children. 

/ l .  .  



A/47/212 
E/1992/54 
English 
Page 6 

12. The type of assistance provided is provision of vaccines and syringes and 
the cold chain equipment programme; provision of oral rehydration ssltsr 
training of 100 URRWA medical and paramedical staff in primary health care, 
safe motherhood and early detection of disabilities, and nutrition education 
for mothers; a comprehensive health education progranrme for women3 support for 
a survey on child morbidityt and a media campaign on disability prevention. 

13. Following the Gulf Crisis, most Of the 360,000 JOrdaI3iM returnees from 
the Gulf were Palestinians. The sudden loss in remittance8 that their return 
entailed sent thousand8 of Palestinian families into instant poverty. Thus, 
in 1991, UNICEF cooperation with UWRWA and relevant non-governmental 
organizations in the field of health, education and early childhood 
development was stepped UPa 

14. In addition to the continued supply of sufficient vaccines, syringes and 
oral rehydration salts to meet the entire MeUS of the UNRWA expanded 
programme of immuAization and the progr8mme for the control of diarrhoea1 
di88a8e8, paediatric 8ntibiotic syrup8 for COnttol of acute respiratory 
infection and essential drugs were provided. Support was given to Palestiaian 
non-governmental organisations to ezpand health education for womeA. The 
manual Tour Child and It8 Bealth" wa8 distributed widely and incorporated 
into the curriculum of womm's literacy and vocational training courses. 

UNICEF provided specialised testing equipment to the Disability Detection and 
Rehabilitation Centre in Bekaa camp and trained staff at the Centre to train 

mothers on early detection of disability. Support wae'alao given for training 
126 VRRWA medical and paramedical staff and 40 Palestinian traditional birth 
attendants OA a range of basic health issues. Twenty Palestinian mothers 
selected from literacy class88 were trained to be trainers in early childhood 
development . They in turn orqanired talks and discussions for mothers on the 
importance of early child development. Thirty-fiV8 Palestinian kindergarten 

tesCh8t8 were trained to mak8 use of the a8wly developed ztandardized 
kindergarten teaching mi dual. A total of 35 Palestinian early child 
apecialistr received t iining as part of the JordaA's conznunity outreach 

progranmo. LearAing material6 and 8quipzLent were provided to 35 UBRWA and 
non-goverAmeAta1 kindergartens to create a more stimulating learning 
environment. 

. Palestrnianr iA the Bvriaa 

15. In collaboration with URRWA. UNICEF has contributed to child survival, 
Partly az the result of uAiversa1 child immunization being attained several 
years ahead of the 1990 target, the majority of mothers being made aware 
through aA effective CommUAity edUCatioA Mmpaign OA how to prevent 
dehydration during diarrhoea1 diseazes, proVizion of Safe rater SUpplY 3Ad 

sewage netWOrk for 7,000 VeOPle aA aA inCrea88d CfUaAtitY Of water supply to 
an additional 6,000 people in eight camps, infant mortality was reduced from 

41 to 33 per 1,000 live births during the period from 1984 to 1990. UNICEF, 
in collaboration with the General OrgaAiPatiOn Of Palestinian Arab Refugees, 
the Syrian gOvetAIWAt agency respOAsibl8 for PaleStiAiaAS, has also provided 
educational materials, basic equipment, furniture aAd kindergarten teacher 
training iA refugee CiBbpSo 

/ . . . 
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16. In 1991 the Executive Board approved a new programme of assistance in the 
amount of $1.6 million for the period from 1991 to 1994. The programme 
includes: (a) health (immunisation, control of diarrhoea1 diseases and acute 
respiratory infections)z (b) women’s development programme (which aims to 

reduce female illiteracy from 25 to 15 per cent, increase women’s share in the 
labOUr force from 11 to 25 per cent and reduce neonatal and maternal mortality 
and morbidity by 25 per cent by 1994; and (c) early childhood development (to 
early childhood stimulation). 

17. Given the hardship experienced by the Palestinian community as a result 
of the Crisis in the Persian Gulf, UNICEF-supported activit’ies in 1991 focused 
particularly on the health programme. UNICEF continued to provide UNRWA with 
vaccines, syringes, cold chain equipment and oral rehydration 8alt8. Social 
mobilisation activities for both fields were integrated with national 
awareness-raising efforts. The acute respiratory infection control programme 
included development of recording and monitoring systems, medial promotion on 
prevention treatment and distribution of health education materials. UNICEF 
and UIWPA collaborated in training Palestinian traditional birth attendants. 

18. The early childhood activities focused on improving teaching-learning 
materials, training kindergarten teachers and upgrading the quality of care in 
kindergartens. Increased attention is now being placed on early childhood 
development in the home. 

19. Women’8 development activities concentrated on training of literacy 
instructor8 and programme supervision and on collaboration with Palestinian 
institutes providing women's income-generating activities. While overall 
market analysir haa been undertaken to identify potential new fields of 
activities, toy8 and gemea were produced for use in kindergartena. 

26. A8 UNICEF continues to work closely with URRWA, increased attention is 
being given to fostering community action and to exploring more fully the 
potential of the extensive network of non-governmental organizations and other 
grassroots organizations in the Palestinian community. 

in Lebana 

21. In the past, UNICEF cooperated with international and Palestinian 
associates in training traditional birth attendants and nurses, and in 
promoting safe motherhood, diarrhoea1 disease control, breast-feeding and 
personal hygiene. UNICEF channelled its assistance for immunization through 
UNRWA and also directly provided other health supplies, essential drugs and 
APal we_- r-kdr~~ign #IIlt.s. - ---1 - 

22. In the field of early childhood development, in cooperation with 
Palestinian organizations, UNICEF assisted the establishment of 22 modest 
child-care centres and helped to rehabilitate 24 others, bringing the total to 
83 centres aerving 7,760 children. 

/ .,. 
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23. In a country where during the 15 years of civil war violence and 
destruction have become a way of life, the UBICEF-sponsored education for 
peace programme has been an important effort and continues to attract a large 
number of Palestinian children. During the summer of 1969 and again in 1990, 
2,000 Palestinian children were brought together with Lebanese children in a 
summer camp so as to learn peaceful living. In the women's development 
programme, both collective and individual self-support income-generating 
projects continue to be supported. 

24. Another focus of UNICEF support has been the rebuilding of war-damaged 
water and sanitation infrastructure in the Palestinian refugees camps. The 
activities included drilling, connecting new wells, rehabilitating old ones, 
providing water tanks and pipe connections, -a provision of generators to 
22 UNRWA schools. A sewage system was also installed in one camp. 

25. The new five-year programne of assistance for the period 1992-1996 has 
been prepared for submission to the Executive Board in 1992 to continue to 
strengthen UNICEF activities in the main fields outlined above. As a 
progrmme review has indicated that facilities and services for Palestinians 
in centres for displaced persons are of a much lower level than those 
available for the camp population, the underserved centres will receive 
special attention during the new progra888e cycle. Another major priority will 
be development of more reliable baseline data and the situation of Palestinian 
women and children in Lebanon. 

West Bank and w 

26. UBICEP began its programme of cooperation in the West Bank and Gaaa Strip 
in 1980 following the adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 331112 B 
of 16 December 1976, which called on United Bations agencies to provide 
humanitarian support to the Palestinian people. 

27. During the 1960s, UBICEP, in cooperation with UBRWA, helped achieve and 
sustain univerral child immuni8ation and promote oral rehydration salts. 
UNICEF provided URRWA with vaccines, syringe8 and cold chain supplies and 
contributed to the high expanded programme of isssunisation coverage among the 
registered refugee population. The u8e of oral rehydration salt8 and oral 
rehydration therapy has been promoted consirtently. Village health workers, 
traditional birth attendants and supervisors have been trained. In the area 
of eary childhood development, prototype child development centres for the 
early detection and rehabilitation of childhood disabilities were established: 
kindergarten teacher8 were trainedt and sanitation facilitier and basic 
furniture were provided. Ihe relatively limited water supply project focused 
on the protection of rain-fed ahallow well8 in 25 villager. The joint 
UNRWAAJNICEP emergency physiotherapy programme has continued to evolve, with 
five centre8 now operating in Gasa and two in the West Bank. Since 1988, 
4,500 patients have received physiotherapy rehabilitation for physical 
injuries. 

/ . . . 
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28. In the field of education, UNICEF also cooperated with DNRWA in two 
projects aiming to respond to the acute problem of declining achievement 
levels of children in primary schools. A project to develop proper classroom 
diagnostic testing and an associated remedial education programme was 
initiated, together with a project to develop distance learning techniques and 
materials. 

29. In response to resolution 1991/15, passed in April 1991 by the UNICEF 
Executive Board, the level of UNICEF presence in the West Bank and Gaoa Strip 
was upgraded with the appointment of a resident international project 
officer. UNICEF's sub-office was moved from Ramallah to Jerusalem, with 
administrative support provided by BBDP. 

30. The first comprehensive situation analysis of the status of Palestinian 
children in the West Bank and Gasa Strip has been prepared. The report 
includes assessment of the effects of the crisis in the Persian Gulf on 
children in the West Bank and Gara Strip. Highlights include dramatic 
economic decline, health services at risk, problems of educational achievement 
due to prolonged school closures, and concerns over the psychosocial health of 
Palestinian children. 

31. Based on this analysis, DWICBP is submitting a three-year progranae 
(1992-1994) to the Brecutive Board at its 1992 session, which delineates 
action in child health, education and programme for childhood disability and 
rehabilitation. 

4. e on Trade and DevelooB8B& 

32. Within the scope of its work prograxme, the UBCTAD secretariat has 
intensified its activities of asristance to the Palestinian people in the 
occupied Palestinian territory (Went Bank and Gaea Strip). These have 
included the following activities. 

33. A report entitled “Recent economic developments in the occupied 
Palestinian territory” (TD/B/1305) was prepared. This document constitutes 
the seventh annual report prepared by the UWCTAD secretariat, for 
consideration by the Trade and Development Board at its 38th session (first 
part). The report discusses the policy environment affecting the Palestinian 
sconomy since 1990 in the light of prevailing constraints amidst new 
pressures, including the impact of the Middle East crisis, Israeli msasures 
and Palestinian initiativee. This is followed by an examination of aggregate 
economic indicators (GDP, GNP, savings, investment and consumptions): 
population, labour force and employment; and performance in selected sectors 
iinciudiny ayricuiitiiti, I-.---L--- -aA ^-Cr..rr, .".AI +uuuocr* D&U YILICYIII b&Y.-b, 2% well "S trryris?n r-n 
the monetary and f  iacal situation). The report also highlights elements of a 
programme for the immediate revival of the Palestinian economy and briefly 
reviews progress in the work of the Special Economic Unit (Palestinian people) 
at the UWCTAD secretariat. 

/ l .  .  



A/47/212 
E/1992/54 
English 
Page 10 

34. During the period under review, the work of the Special Economic Unit 
continued to focus on the preparation of the intersectoral project on 
prospects for sustained economic and social development in the occupied 
Palestinian territory. This included initiating, reviewing and revising tbe 
25 sectoral studies being prepared by experts in the occupied Palestinian 
territory, with work so far concentrating on the first part of each of these 
studies, covering the current situation and innnediate needs in each of the 
areas under investigation. This part of the studies is now completed. 

35. In order to guide work on the second part of each of the 25 individual 
studies, dealing with future prospects of the Palestinian economy, a technical 
study is nearing completion at the UBCTAD secretariat. The study provides an 
in-depth technical/quantitative framework for future prospects, to guide 
experts in the preparation of the second and third parts of the individual 
studies. It concentrates on alternative strategies and policy options to be 
consolidated ad integrated under the respective parts of the intersectoral 
Project. This should include the frame of a programme of action aimed at 
supporting the efforts of the Palestinian people in setting their economy on 
the path of sustained growth and development. The intersectoral project is 
now scheduled to be completed by the second half of 1992. 

36. As part of the requirements for the parametric exercise in connection 
with the above-mentioned quantitative framework , work on the development of 
the UNCTAD secretariat’s database on the Palestinian economy was further 
intensified. Statistical series, covering national income, population, labour 
and employment, balance of payments and external trade, were compiled, 
standardised and classified along the lines of the economic time series in use 
at the UNCTAD secretariat and stored in the computer facilities of the 
secretariat for future reference. 

37. In addition to the above-mentioned report (TD/B/1305), the following 
publications were produced during the period under review and may be obtained 
from the Special Economic Unit at UNCTADr 

(a) “Select bibliography on the economy of the occupied Palestinian 
territory (West Bank and Gaza Strip)” WNCTAD/RDP/SBU/5, Arabic and English 
only). This document contains a select bibliography of some 800 references 
issued in Arabic and English on the economy of the occupied Palestinian 
territory, including books, articles, monographs and United Nations 
documents. References are presented in two parts, covering those in Arabic 
and those in English, while in each part the references are grouped first 
according to the subject classification adopted by the United Nations 
-.. . . r.eae---L*-.e 
a*uAlurjt;IpiiiCtii ~~I*~~~I~~~u~.J SjiStG15 (LiBiG) -..a. -__.._ _* ._ _-__ aid auuiaaqus3u~ry oc;c;uidiiisj i0 
alphabetical sequence of authors. 

(b) "Selected national accounts series of the occupied Palestinian 
territory (West Bank and Gaza Strip), 1966-1987” (UNCTAD/RDP/SBU/6, English 
only). It deals with the standardized national account8 series of the economy 
of the occupied Palestinian territory and is classified in accordance with the 

/ . . . 
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economic time series in use at the UNCTAD secretariat. The series are based 
on official data published by the Israel Cartbal Bureau of Statistics and 
exclude East Jerusalem. 

(cl "The tourism sector and related services in the Palestinian 
territory under Israeli occupation" (UPCTAD/EDP/SEU/7). This in-depth study 
constitutes the first comprehensive investigation to date of the relatively 
neglected sector of tourism and related services in the occupied Palestinian 
territory of the West Bank (including East Jerusalem) and Gaaa Strip. It 
draws on a field survey Conducted in 1990/1991 and on VariOUS soutc88 Of 
statistical and qualitative information. It consists of five chapters 
examining tbe Palestinian tourism sector before 1967, the natural endowment 
and socio-cultural heritage of the occupied Palestinian territoryr major 
factors affecting the Palestinian tourism sector since 1967, in particular the 
impact of Israeli policy measures; the economic role of the Palestinian 
tourism sector between 1967 and 1990, including tbe structure and performance 
of Palestinian tourism branches during the period1 and Mediate needs and 
prospects for reviving the tourism sector in the occupied Palestinian 
territory. 

38. The UWCTAD Secretariat ha8 COBthUed t0 COOperate With th8 UWCTAD/GATT 
fnteraatfonal Trade Centre (ITC) with a view to finalising the project 
document for the establishment of a marketing centre in the occupied territory 
for Palestinian agricultural goods. Wanwhile, consultations are also under 
way with ITC, the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO) 
and UWDP for fielding a mission of experts to prepare a feasibility study for 
the establishment of a marketing centre for Palestinian industrial goods. 

5. Ugited lf&&g Develq 

39. After the total interruption of field work during the war in the Persian 
Gulf, activities r8swIbed at the nam8 fast pace observed in 1990. 
Consequently, the 1991 project 8Up8BditUr88 are expected to reach a level 
close to that of 1990, namely, $11 million. 

40. The core resources of the Programme have been provided by the Governing 
Council through allocations from special programme resources. These 
allocations are the following: 

/ ,.. 
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Second cycle (1980-1981) 3.5 

Third cycle (1982-1986) 16.0 

lourth cycle (1987-1991) 12.0 

Fifth cycle (1992-1996) 15.0 

41. Since the inception of the Programme , complementary reaourees have been 
provided by Italy ($8.7 million), Japan ($5 million), the Arab Gulf Programme 
for United Nations Development Organisations (AGPUND) ($1 million), the United 
States of America ($1 million), Jordan ($457,000), Canada ($400,000), Greece 
($80,000) and Tunisia ($48,500). 

42. These non-core resources have been provided under funds-in-trust or 
management service agreements. 

43. The Administrator wishes to express his appreciation for the growing 
financial support enjoyed by the Programme. 

44. In the agriculture eector, new irrigation channel8 at‘ being completed in 
the El-Duyuk area (Weet Bank), benefiting some 200 former , while modern 
irrigation equipmemt is now being distributed to farmer8 af the Gasa Strip 
under a project that is to benefit 1,000 fanners. 

45. In Jericho, a honey-proceseing plant wae inetalled, thereby completing a 
project that has provided 200 bee swarms and hives, medicines, training and 
technical eupport to nearly 300 beekeeper8 of both the Wart Bank aud Gaza 
Strip. 

46. In Nablue, coaetruction of a marketing centre and induetrial zone is 
nearing completion, Consisting of three large buildings, it will house 
87 shops and workehope for light industries as well as a refrigerated storage 
room of 500 cubic metres for agricultural products. Approximately 
300 business people will benefit from these new and modern inetallatione. 

47. The Business Development Centre is continuing its training activities in 
tltr fi*l&s nf mr=yge*=t, •---8t.I-~c-- -*e-z-- A ---L--l-- &wY"a.YL*LC~ o\-YUAOD situ we‘lrcrcru~. lira CenSre wiii 
soon start its lending operations and work on the most promiring requests for 
financial support is now being finalized. 

/ . . . 
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48. In Gaza, the construction of a packing and grading facility for fruits 
and vegetables has started. Ita completion is expected by the end of 1991. 
It will handle seven to eight tons of non-citrus fruits and vegetables per day 
per shift. 

49. The manufacturing of the equipment for the citrus-processing plant to be 
installed in the Gasa Strip is progressing. The plant, which will have a 
capacity of 20 tons per hour and will thus be able to process one third of 
GaSa's citrus production, should be operational by the end of 1992. 

lb) saciallrectore 

50. The construction of four new schools was completed in 1991. Two are in 
Nablus, one is in Hebron and the fourth is in the Gaza Strip. Three others 
are under way in the West Bank. Xn addition, new laboratories are being 
constructed and will be finalised before the end of the year at the Arab 
Medical College in Ramallah. 

51. In the health field, rapid progress is being made on the construction of 
a new wing for the Bebron Hospital. It is expected to be completed by 
April 1992. 

(cl Infrasttucture 

52. Water supply schemes were ffnalized in 14 villages of the West Bank. 
They consisted of the improvement of wells, the construction of pumping 
stations, 'the building of water reservoirs and the installation of 
distribution networka and house connections. Over 80,000 Palestinians are 
benefiting from these various schemes. 

53. In the energy field, by installing electricity generators in eight 
villager of tbe Wemt Bask and training local villagers in their use, 
maintenance and repair, thus ensuring an independent and reliable supply of 
energy, UNDO helped improve rignificantly the living and working conditions of 
rome 45,000 Palertinian8. 

54. In the Gaaa Strip, work is being finalized on the sewage collections, 
treatment and aisposal ryeterns in both the Jabaliya refugee camp and the city 
of Gaoa. An operation and maintenance project has also been started with the 
purpose of giving full training to the technical staff of the Jabaliya village 
council and the Gaza municipality in order to ensure the smooth running of the 
system after the end of UNDP assistance. 

6. ---- - tln4tfiA uatjonr xnvironment P_rqgramme 

55. At its sixteenth session in May 1991, the Governing Council of UNEP 
considered the report prepare& by the executive Director on the environmental 
situation in the occupied Palestinian and other Arab territories 
(UNEP/GC.lC/S). 

/ . . . 
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56. The Council also adopted decision 16113 in which it, malia, 
requested the Executive Director, pending the achievement by the United 
Nations of a political solution to the question of the occupied territories, 
to take the actions and measures capable of halting environmental 
deterioration in the oc:upied Palestinian and other Arab territories and to 
provide the necessary assistance for protecting the natural resources in the 
area and for securing harmonious living conditions for the entire population. 

57. The Council also requested the Executive Director to take all necessary 
measures to complete the database of information about the environmental 
situation in the occupied Palestinian and other Arab territories. 

56. UNEP has started consultations with the P&O through their representatives 
at Nairobi regarding the implementation of the provisions of the Governing 
Council decisions. The Executive Director of UNBP will report on this matter 
to the Governing Council, as requested, at its seventeenth session, in 1993. 

7. Ugited Nag&m Ps 

59. In the past, UNFPA has supported two types of activity, fellowships and 
primary health care research. Under its fellowship programme UNFPA allocated 
$230,780 (1966-1990) to support six fellowships for post-graduate studies in 
demography and related topics. This training component was part of the 
UNDP-financed programme designed to enhance the educational level of faculty 
staff for teaching at the Bit Zeit and Al-Najah Universities in the occupied 
territory. 

60. As regards primary health care research in the West Bank and Gasa, UNPPA 
allocated $91,035 in the period 1987-1988 to support maternal and child health 
research and training activitiee at the WHO primary health care research 
centres. The long-term objectives of the project were to strengthen the 
capacity of the health services of the West Bank and Gasa to conduct health 
systems rewarch at the primary and first referral levels, and to 8Uppart 
research projects specifically relating to maternal and child health. 

61. More recently, UNPPA has been requested by UNRWA to assist the 
Palestinian non-governmental organisations involved in providing expanded 
maternal health services in the West Bank and Caaa, and providing a level of 
care for women at high risk of complicationa to avoid maternal and perinatal 
morbidity and mortality. The immediate objectives to be fulfilled by 1995 
are: (a) to have increased coverage of prenatal and postnatal care; (b) to 
have i&creased provision of hospital delivery for high-risk women; (c) to have 
candul?~rtl re*a*yck r_n_A_ +sp1~~c at*.A4-- -----ta -2 5s r---‘*.-*‘-.- e-e---” ..“II..SbYI ~.ba~YUC.VY a=3 plastftg 
of maternal/reproductive health care and the provision of family planning 
services; and (d) to have contributed to families’ understanding of the need 
for and benefit of birth spacing related to maternal and reproductive care. 

/ . . . 
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8. bited Nation8 Relief and Works Aaencv 

62. In 1992, UNRWA is continuing to provide education, health, relief and 
social service8 and other humanitarian assistsace to more than 2.5 million 
Palestine refugee8 in it8 five field8 of Oper&¶tiOn, namely Jordan, Lebanon, 
the Syrian Arab Republic and the occupied terrftoriee of the West Bank and 
Gasa Strip. In addition, emergency mea8ure8 are being carried out in Lebanon 
and th8 West Bank and Gaza Strip. A full account of GWRWh'8 activities can be 
found in the report8 of the Conuniasioner-General to the General Assembly. 11 

63. The following is a brief summary of the Agency'8 present activities. An 
indication of the level of UNRWA’a assistance to the Palestine refugee8 is 
provided by the budget figuree. In the bienniun 1992-1993, UBRWA’s regular 
budget is approximately 8572 million. The e8t8rgency measure8 in Lebanon and 
the occupied territory are planned to continue at a cost of $40 million. In 
addition to the regular end emergency budgets, about $40 million ha8 been 
pledged or received 8ince 1968 on the expanded progriwunm of asaietance 
referred to in paragraph 72 below. UNRWA employs approximately 18,500 8taff, 
the vast majority of whom are themselves Pale8tine refugees, and i8 thu8 one 
of the largest employers in the Middle Eart. 

64. The objective of the Agency'8 education programne ir to provide, within 
the framework of the host countrie8’ pre8crihed school CUrriCUlar general 
education at the elementary and preparatory level8, teacher and higher 
education, and vocational arrd technical education for Palestine refugee& in 
accordance with their educational needs, identity and cultural heritage. The 
programme operates with technical a88irtanoe from the United Wationr 
Rducational, Scientific and Cultural Organiaatioo (GNBSCO). In the 199111992 
school year, the Agency ha8 more than 374,000 pupil8 enrolled in 636 8chool8 
staffed by almost 11,000 teachers and ir providing training for more than 
5,200 vocational and teacher trainees in it8 eight training centre8, School8 
and training centres in the occupied territory are presently open but, 
throughout the period of the imtifadah, education has been severely disrupted 
by strikes, curfews, disturbances and clorure orders impo8ed by the Israeli 
authorities. After many year8 of disruption, most schools in Lebanon are now 
operating relatively normally. 

65. The URRWA health programme comprises medical care and health protection 
and promotion dellvered through ii6 hsalth esttros 2zx! polztri rsviranmental 
health services in camps and distribution of food supplements to vulnerable 
groups. The Agency's health protection and promotion activities focus 
particularly upon disease control and maternal and child health care. Mental 
health projects have been started in the Ue8t Bank and Gaza. Medical care 
includes, inter alia, dental treatment. A physiotherapy programme is being 

/ . . . 
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run in conjunction with GRICEF in six clinics in Gaaa and five in the West 
Bank, The programme operates with technical assistance from the World Health 
Orgsniaatioo (WHO). The continuation of the irrtifadah and countermeasures 
employed by the Israeli authorities have had their effect upon GWRWA health 
services in the occupied territory. The Agency has had to give increased 
priority to crmetgency and casualty care provided in the camps, while at the 
ssme time maintaining its regular health activities in all areas in spite of 
interruptions caused by curfews, strikes, disturbances and the declaration of 
certain areas as closed military zones. 

66. Besides continuing these services, the UHRWA health progrsmme is focusing 
on the implementation of a number of new strategies in 1992, including family 
planning in the context of maternal health, reduction of doctor/patient ratios 
in health centres to a manageable level and the creation of consultative 
mechanisms to enable Palestinians to express their priorities in health care. 
The Agency's highest priority in respect of external fullBing will, however, be 
given to environmental health and, in particular, to planning and first-stage 
implementation of master plans for sewage disposal and safe water supply in 
the occupied territory and Lebanon. The Agency is also continuing with its 
project for constructing, equipping and commissioning a 232~bed hospital in 
Gaze at a cost of 835 million, $20 million of which represents capital costs 
and $15 million operating costs for the first three years. 

67. The reliaf and social aervicea programme provides support to the 
Palestine refugees (*special hardship caeea**) and facilitates aelf-reliance. 
The programwe conaiata of assistance to special hardship cases, social case 
work, aelf-support grants sad related skill training, women'8 progrsranes, 
rehabilitation of the disabled and assistance to refugees in emergency 
situations. 

68. These activities are continuing in 1992. In view of the continuing 
deterioration of the socio-economic situation in the UHRWA area of operations, 
the number of special hardship cases will be increased Agency-wide by 
approximately 5 per cent, to more than 170,000, Emphasis is being placed on 
setting up small group enterpriaes to provide employment, especially for women 
from special hardship familisa and the disabled. The community-based 
rehabilitation progrannne for tbe disabled is continuing and a review of its 
development to date will be the basis of a joint UWBWA-non-governmental 
organization discussion of future strategy in May 1992. In the occupied 
terrrtory, projects are being developed aiming at the vocational 
rehabilit: 5on of the disabled, in particular former bread-winners injured 
during the intif. 

Extraor-.- 

69. In response to the additional needs created by the intifadah and the 
Israeli response, URRWA introduced a programme of extraordinary measures, 
which, beginning in early 1988, have been extended through 1989, 1990, 1991 

/ ..a 
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and 1992. The large number of casualties resulting from the intifaaah has led 
to a considerable expansion of the emergency medical programme. These 
measures are continuing in 1992, with five clinics open 24 hours a day and the 
remainder open in two shifts in Gasa , while 11 clinics ruD double shifts in 
the West Bank. Additional medical supplies and equipment, including 16 
ambulances for the evacuation of casualties, have been purchased and the 
payment of hospital costs and subsidies has been increased. 

70. Welfare services have been expanded to assist the families of those 
killed, disabled or detained and to cope with the far-reaching uocio-economic 
effects of the wada&. Additional food is being provided to needy people 
in both the West Bank and the Gaxa Strip, and needy families have received 
cash grants. An important element of the Agency’s extraordinary mearures in 
the occupied territory is the progra8nn8 of general assistance aad protection. 
The major component of this programme is the placing of 12 interaational staff 
member6 in the West Bank and 9 in the Gaaa Strip as refugee affaira officers. 
These staff members facilitate Agency operation in the difficult prevailing 
circumstances and assist the refugee pogulation in their day-to-day life. The 
refugee affairs officers help by their presence to lower tensions, esgecially 
during confrontations with the security forcea, and to prevent maltreatment of 
the refugees, especially vulnerable groups such as women and children. 

71. The situation prevailing in Lebanon has required the Agency to carry out 
programmes of emergency and extraordinary measures for a number of years. In 
1992, these include, mrrlicr, distribution of foodrtuffr, cash assistance 
to the most needy and a6sistanCe to displaced persons. 

of assicltarrco 

72. In 1986, UBRWA launched an expanded progrannne of assistance conri8ting of 
approximately 200 project8 to improve living conditions and infrastructure in 
the camps in the OCCUQi8d territory. A target working figure of $40 million 
had been received or pledged by March 1992. A high priority in the expanded 
programme of assistance is to ensure that refugees living in the 27 camps of 
the West Bank and Gasa Strip have decent shelter and a lranitary environment. 
Accordingly, substantial efforts are being made in repairing and constructing 
refugee shelters and in upgrading the standard of rehabilitation, The Agency 
will also continue to improve c~lp infrastructure and primary health care 
facilities, including con8truction and equiQm8nt of additional health centres, 
internal sewage systems and integration of camp water and sewaP> sch8nMs into 
municipal and regional systems. It has recently been decided ta extend the 
scope of the expanded programs, of assistance to cover not only the occupied 
L- .-.l.. ---_ L.-L -*-- LL.^ LeL‘+L"ry "UC. OIOY b..sz Azj-e=cy'z 3t~Zr CL-..- ..r,aa u...Mr LLIIY". n=j=r r-1 rera4 prcjehs .c-uww- 
currently under way include shelter rehabilitation rchemes and conrtruction of 
sewage networks in refugee camps in the West Bank and Gaza. 

73. In the aftermath of the war in the Persian Gulf, the rocio-economic 
situation in the occupied territory, already serious after more than three 
years of intifadah and Israeli countermeasures, became critical. As part of 
its efforts to relieve unemployment and assist the stagnant economy, URRWA is 
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implementing a new income-generating and job-creation scheme. Priority is 
being given to new or expanded enterprises that use labour-intensive method8 
of production. Individuals as well a8 cooperatives, partnerships and other 
types of groups are eligible to apply for loans. In Gala, loans totalling 
more than $200,000 have already been granted and loans are beginning to be 
made in the West Bank. 

74. The WFP project, **Assistance to the Palestinian people", with a total WFP 
cost of $871,900, has provided food aid and Cash (for the purchase of local 
food) to assist Palestinian people in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. The 
assistance was channelled through local institutions to hospital patients, 
orphanage8 and destitute families. Distribution of WFP cO888odities started in 
mid-September 1991 and terminated by the end of March 1992. 

75. In order to sustain as8iatance, particularly to the most needy, WFP on 
29 January 1992 transmitted to the Civil Administration (Israeli authorities) 
a note outlining its intention to continue assistance to targeted 
beneficiaries. To date, WFP bar not received an official response from the 
Israeli authorities. The note proposes the extension of the feeding project, 
specifically to generate employment in local institutions and to provide food 
to hospital patient8 and orphans. 

Be Bwcialfsed 
9 1. ~ofthe~ 

76, At it8 twenty-fifth setlsion, in Wovember 1989, the FA0 Conference 
regueeted the Director-General to “send a mission to study and evaluate the 
situation of the agricultural sector in the occupied Palestinian territory, 
taking into coari&ration the corrditionr of the farmers under the existing 
occupation policies and practices, and t0 prepare a report COmpriSing posrible 
technical interventions to be executed by FAO”. IB addition, the Conference 
requested the Director-General to OrgaBi%e a sympo8ium on the Palestinian 
agricultural sector and to include the occupied Palestinian territory in 
future FA0 progrsssnes and aCtiVitie8. 

77. The SympOSiU81 on the Palestinian Agricultural Sector took place at Rome 
from 9 to 11 October 1991. It was attended by 15 consultants and expert8 
selected from the occupied Palertinian territories in the West Rank and Gaza 
in their pernonal technical capacity and by representatives from the United 
Ration8 orgfmflatioB8 (the Division for Palestinian Right8 oi the ottice tar 
Political and General Asrembly Affairs and Secretariat Services; UNDP; UNCTAD; 
ITC; the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD); WFPt UWRWAJ 
and the Economic and Social Co1nmi88ioB for Western Asia (ESCWA); the League of 
Arab States, the "Al-Qudr" Open University and the PLO. 
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78. Papers were presented on the following three subjects, leadiag to 
constructive discussions on identifying measures to improve agricultural 
development in the occupied Palestinian territories: 

(a) The present situation of the agricultural sector in the occupied 
Palestinian territoriest 

(b) Present agricultural policies and their impact on agricultural 
development in the occupied Palestinian territoriest 

(c) Institutional support to agricultural development in the occupied 
Palestiaisa territories. 

79. The recommendations of the symposium included the urgent need for a 
long-term plea for water development aad conservation, studies on land and 
soil conservation, studies on dry-lead farming, regulation of f8rtilisers sad 
other chemicals, seeds sad seedling production, national institutions for 
agricultural 88rViC8& development of livestock, national institutions for 
agricultural data end assistance in the marketing of produce. 

80. A mission to the occupied Palestinian territories was fielded from 
23 August to 6 Geptember 1991. It was 18d by Mr. D8Claa Walton, fOnn8r Deputy 
Director-General of PAO, sad also comprised Mr. Mel Cortas, ASsistant to th8 
Assistsat Director-General, Economic sad Social Policy DepartMA, Sad 
Mr. Ben8 Brsackaert, Animal Production Officer, Animal Production sad Health 
Division, PAD. 

81. The 26th PAD COaf8r8ace, held in November 1991, endorsed the approach to 
technical assistanc8 recoSrn8ad8d by th8 mission Sad attached particular 
attention to action in th8 following arearr preparation of a compreheasiv8 
strat8gy as w811 aa programm8s sad projects to 8asure th8 sustainability of 
irrigated farming; recommea&tions for the future of citrus production in Gaza 
in th8 light of iacr8asiag wat8r salinity and decreasing wat8r availability 
for sgriculturet pr8paratioa of a compreheasiv8 study on th8 d8v8lopm8at of 
agricultural institutions, particularly for sgricultural plsaaiag, Cr8dit sad 
marketing; preparation of detailed studies on the iSsueS highlighted by the 
mission with regard to pestr and diseases, soil erosion, us8 of agricultural 
by-products for livestock feed , maintenance and repair of pumps sad farm 
equipm8atI Sad development of rangelandS. The problem6 of environmental 
degradation reported by the mission were conridered to derrervo Special 
attention. 

82. The COnf8r8nC8 requested the Director-General to bring the 
reconnneadations of the mission and the conclusions of the Conference to the 
+.tention of all potential doaorr who might by interested in providing support 
for the Pal8Stiniaa agricultural sector, either through PA0 or directly under 
their own programmes. In addition, the ConferSace requerted the 
Director-Gen8ral to approach UNDP and other possible multilateral and 
bilateral donor8 for extrabudgetary rupport that might be required for 
specific projects formulated in the course of further work. 

/ . . . 
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03. In order to fulfil the above-mentioned recommendations of the 26th FA0 
Conference, neqotiations are under way with the ESCWAIFAO Joint Agriculture 
division at '.;rman and the UNDP Office at Jerusalem for orqaniainq a new joint 
FAONNDP identification/formulation mission during 1992. The objective of the 
mission is the formulation of an umbrella technical aseistence project for 
presentation to potential donors. Furthermore, contact8 are being made with 
all potential donors, multilateral fundinq aqencies, regional development 
banks and funds, to identify and formulate agricultural investment project8 
for the occupied territories. All proqramne activities will be planned and 
implemented in cooperation with the UWDP Office at Jerusalem. 

2. -onTariffs 

84. with regard to the matters raised in General Aaeembly resolution M/235, 
GATT wishes to draw attention to the following provisions of the Agreement. 

85. Article I?, concerning freedom of transit, is aimed at ensuring that goods 
in transit through the territories of contracting parties are not subject to 
delay8 and restrictions and are exempt from customs duties and other charges, 
except charges commensurate with admini8trative expeneea or with the coat of 
services rendered. It should be noted, however, that these obligations apply 
only to traffic in transit to or from contracting parties. Any contracting 
party ia, however, free to extend such benefit8 to countries other than 
contracting partiee. 

66, In respect of preferential treatunent of expOrt8r GATT winbe to point out 
that the decioion of 28 Wovsmber 1979 of the contracting partie on 
differential and more favourable treatment, reciprocity and fuller 
participation of developing countries (the ro-called enabling clause) foresees 
that developed contracting parties to GATT may accord preferential tariff 
treatment - and in certain circumrtances preferential treatmsnt with rerpect 
to non-tariff mea8ure8 - to product8 originating in developing countries in 
accordance with the qeneraliaed rystem of preferencea. The selection of 
developing countrien that would benefit from 8uch preferences i8 a matter to 
be decided by each preference-granting Government. 

3. Internafionalal Develoomegt 

87. Article 2 of the Agreement estsbli8hinq IFAD 8tate8 that “the object of 
the fund shall be to mobilise additional resource8 to be made available on 
concessional terms for agricultural development in developing member States". 

08. Section 1 (b), article 7, of the same Agreement lays dovn, -a 
that IFAD is to provide financing only to developing States that are members 
of IPAD. 

89. On the eligibility of a State to become a member of IPAD, section 1 (a) 
of article 3 states that "membership of the fund shall be open to any Stats, 
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member of the United Nations or any of its specialised aqeocies. or of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency*@. 

90. IFAD therefore has not provided any assistance to the Palestinian people. 

91. IL0 is pursuing its efforts with a view to implementing and developing 
its technical assistance proqranune in the occupied Arab territories. Its 
current projects concern vocational training, trade union training and 
rehabilitation of handicapped persons. 

92. Furthermore, the Director-General of IL0 is preparing his annual repcrt 
on the situation of the Arab workers of the occupied Arab territories, to be 
submitted to the forthcominq International Labour Conference in June 1992. 
Two missions to the region, one to the Arab countries and the other to Israel 
and the occupied Arab territories, have been sent recently with a view to 
collecting the latest available information on this subject. 

5. IlpZted #ationefic iane Cultural 

93. In addition to UNESCO’s proqremme of assistance to the occupied 
territories in the field of education and culture, UNESCO has provided in 1991 
financial assistance of DS$ 50,000 to Palestinian educational institutions 
affected by tbe crisis in the Persian Gulf under its special emergency 
assistance funds devoted to the crisis. 

6. Uafted Devm 

The Fourth General Conference of UNIDO in November 1993 adopted, 
i.Ld.9 , resolution GC.Q/Res.7, in which it requested URIDO to increase its 
technical assistance to the Palestinian people in close cooperation with the 
PLO. 

95. Following the adoption of resolution GC.4/Res.7, 8 focal point and a team 
of staff members were created within PRIM) to monitor the development of the 
Palestinian industrial sector and to better develop and coordinate the 
activities related to technical assistance to the Palestinian People. 

96. In February 1992, the focal point visited DRDP in Jerusalem, the West 
uank and Gaoa Strip, to iiiitiSX zx? OICWLru.r --b-h1 1-k = l ntmAnt.ign tot future -----_ 
collaboration with DRDP with respect to programme and project development and 
implementation. A joint review was undertaken on the progress made in 
preparation for a URDP needs assessmsllt report covering technical assistance 
to the Palestinian people. As a result of the mission and the review, areas 
have been identified where URIDO assistance may be required in the framework 
of ongoing and future UNDP activities. 
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97. In view of the general stringency of financial resouces, UWIDO is 
p1annir.q to secure extrabudgetary resources to initiate new activities and to 
provide technical services to the DNDP programme for assistance to tbe 
Palestiaian people fa the iadustry sector at progtanme and project level. 

JJ The report for the period 1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991 can be found 
in Oificialords of thf 
U (W46113)r the report for the period 1 July 1991 to 30 June 1992 will 
be presented to tbe General Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 


