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The meeting was called to ordex at 3,10 p.m.

ADDRESS BY HIS MAJESTY KING MSWATI IIXI, HEAD OF STATE OF THE KINGDOM OF
SWAZILAND

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): The Assembly will now
hear an address by the Head of State of the Kingdom of Swasiland.

Hia Majesty King Mawati III of Swaziland was escorted imto the Geperal
Asgembly Hall.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): On hehalf of the
General Assembly, I have the honour to welcome to the United Nations the Head
of State of the Kingdom of Swaziland, His Majesty King Mswati III, and to
invite him to address the Assembly.

Eing MSWATI II1I: May I begin by saying how delighted I am to be
back here at United Nations Headquarters, and how honoured 1 feel to have this
opportunity of addressing the General Assembly. I bring with me greetings to
you all from Africa, and in particular from Her Majesty the Indlovukazi and
the whole Swazi nation.

Allow me Lo offer my congratulations to you, Mr. President, on your
well-deserved election to the presidency of the forty-sixth session of the
United Nitions General Assembly. Swaziland is confident that your proven
experience in international affairs, your outstanding diplomatic skills and
undoubted leadership ability will ensure the successful outcome of
deliberations on the vital issues we are addressing at this session.

My congratulations go, also, to the officers of the General Assembly for-
their election to office at the nerve centre of affairs in our Organization.
Much rests on their abilities and skills, and we are confident of their
success,

Mr. President, I would like to express my country's gratitude to and

praise for your predecessor, Mr, Guido De Marco, who, together with his able
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colleagues, steerel the affairs of our Organisation sc successfully. We are
indeed indebted to him for his skill, diplomscy and leadership.

1 am here today to renew Swasiland’'s pledge of commitment to the Charter
and jdeals of the United Nations. The events of the past 12 months have
shown, perhaps more than ever before, the value of our Organization, and we
take great pride in our membership and continued commitment to the ideals in
wvhich the hopes for peace in our world are placed. We extend the hand of
friendship and congratulations to our seven new Members, and we welcome them
to the one truly international family.

Our world is experiencing turbulent times. I doubt whether we have
witnessed such global activity since the establishment of our Organiszation 46
years ago. Each rsw event has presented a fresh challenge to the
effectiveness of our guiding principles. I am proud to say that we are
meeting those challenges in the spirit of unity and cooperation nn which the
United Nations is founded.

MO Uny BvveuL bas Laawld vur viivliiveuvoae wwio Lhau Lher wuill we {acod i
the Persian Gulf earlier this year. The situation demanded prompt action, and
our Organization delivered it in a unified and cooperative fashion never
before experienced in the history of the world.

We are witnessing the birth of a new world order in which the hopes,
ideals and aspirations of all nations are growing ever closer, and which
augurs well for future generations. The successes we have achieved would not
have been possible without the inspiring leadership of our Secretary-General,
Mr. Perez de Cuellar. The demands on this one human being are enormous as the
world looks to him for guidance in each new crisis. Swaziland salutes the
qualities which have brought him such outstanding success, and we ask God to

give him the wisdom and strenqgth to continue in his endeavours
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Por much remains to be done. Swaziland has followed with interest the
course of events as they have occurred across the world over the past
12 months. Much we have applauded, but some matters give cause for concern.

I have already referred to the crisis in the Persian Gulf. We in
Swazilzud share the belief of all small countries in the principles at stake
in that situation, and gave our full support to the United Nations resolve to
bring about a swift and complete sclution.

We commend the role of all members of the coalition in bringiang ahbout a
fast and successful conclusion to the crisis. In addition, we applaud the
actions of the people of Israel, whose restraint contributed in no small
measure to the success of the operation.

Swaziland was deeply saddened by the toll of dead and wounded on botk
sides of the conflict. Let those who lost their lives act as our inspiration
in our efforts to avoid such confrontations occurring again.

Of course, recent developments in the Gulf give renewed cause for
concern. The cbligations on all parties in the matter are clearly defined,
and Swaziland fully supports the United Rations im its resolve to ensure that
the region will not experience such disasters again. Let us pray that
moderation, through compliance with our resolutions, will prevail.

In this regard, we also support the efforts being made to bring about a
permanent resolution of the situation in the Middle East region as a whole.
Swaziland has always advocated the use of the negotiating table as a peaceful
means in the settlement of disputes. We are confident that such a course will

bring about a solution acceptable to all parties.
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Europe continues to provide a focal point of glcbal interest. It is
extraordinary to think that in the two years since I was first privileged to
address the Assembly the political map of Eastern EBurope has been redrawn.

The inevitable teething problems of new nations and reformed ideologies
are being painfully exzperienced, and Swaziland sympathizes with all who are
suffering as a result, History tells us that nothing of worth is achieved
overnight, and without suffering, and we ask God to give the strength to
endure.

We are saddened to witmess the violent events in Yugoslavia, as that most
feared of all conflicts - internal civil war - grips that unhappy nation. All
efforts to support a swift and peaceful solutiom to its problems must be
encouraged. We look forward to a permanent and effective ceasefire and the
use of dialogue to restore stability.

Swaziland is encouraged by the continuing process of arms reductions
being undertaken by the United States and the Soviet Union. Our combined aim
must be to rid the world of the menace of weapons of mass destruction, and we
therefore applaud the commitment of both Powers im providing an example to
other nations to take a similar view.

The failure of the unconstitutional attempt to remove the Soviet
President provided an example of the unprecedented global cooperation we are
experiencing these days. Almost universal condemnation of the actions of a
few, who were attempting to enforce their will on the majority, helped restore
stability and displayed the power of international unity,

Swaziland has been watching developments on the Korean peninsula with
great interest and with hopes for an early settlement of disputes between

North and South. We therefore applaud the President and people of the
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Republic of SBouth Korea for their attempts at dialogue, encourage them and
pray for their success.

Whatever success has been recorded in recent times - and there is much
cause for self-congratulation for us in the United Nations - it is
nevertheless painfully clear that much still needs to be done to redress the
many imbalances so evident around the world.

As an African Head of State, I feel an enormous responsibility to put my
continent's case, as our situation continues to worsen and the economic divide
between North and South widens alarmingly.

The figures are there for all to asee. Our poor growth rates, huge
external debt and low output are just a part of the demoralizing story of
Africa. The consequences, too, of war, natural disaster and social upheaval
combine to project what could be seen as an entirely gloomy picture of our
future, and threaten to cloud our vision as we attempt to find solutions.

Mr. President, you will be aware that I am here representing not only my
kingdom, but also, ag Chairman of the Easieru Southern Africeus Tieferential
Trade Area (PTA) Authority, the 18 States and more than 220 million people who
comprise our membership. The story of the PTA, and of the other regional
cooperation organizations, holds the key to our continent's economic future.
FPor the PTA was born out of a desire to improve the standard of living of all
our peoples, not by relying on the charity of others, but by combining our
resources and talents and finding our own sclutions to our economic problems.

Our hope is that closer regional cooperation will redure our reliance on
the resources of a developed world which ho: changing priorities and new

targets for assistance.
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1 was reassured to learn on 8 recent visit to the Ruropean Economic
Community headquarters in Brussels, and in meetings with World Bank
officialsin Mashington last week, that, for the time being at least, the
developed world is not planning to sacrifice its assistance to Africa in
favour of other recipients.

But to achieve true economic security our emphasis must be on
self-motivation and self-sufficlency, to provide firm and lasting economic

platforms on which we can build to give future generations the stability we

have s0 far been denied.
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We undoubtedly need help to succesd; but, with the right support and
unswerving commitment, we will succeed. An example of the type of assistance
we reguire is embodied in the ideals underlying the Unite. Nations Programme
of Action for African Bcomomic Recovery and Development. Despite expressions
of good will and commitment made by delegations during the special session,
positive results have so far not been achieved. We look forward to monitoring
improvements in this programme.

We are of course aware that winning the economic fight is only one part
of the battle. Africa continues to experience major social and political
upheavals, many of whose effects are delaying the econemic recovery of our
continent.

On the positive side, we have been delighted to witness the accession to
independence of Namibia, the cease-fire in Angola, the start of dialogue
between -ival factions in Mozambique and the reform process under way in South

Africa.

.ol T R I N N O I
Arssud, Libdl GlU LDLVGLaa wwaLIkMUT LY Have

The situalicas i the Togu of
cause for concern, and we can omly pray for swift conclusions of the problems
and offer our support for their resolution by peaceful means.

Swaziland is of course watching the situations in Mozambique and South
Africa with particular ianterest. Our country has always had a reputation for
hospitality, and we have consistently followed a policy of non-aggression and
the settlement of all disputes through discussion rather than confrontation.

We are currently playing host to approximately 75,000 refugees who have
fled the problems affecting our friendly neighbour, Mozambique. This figure

represents almost 10 per cent of our population, and clearly stretches our

resources, We therefore applaud all efforts by the Office of the United



NR/gt A/46/PV.7
12

(King Mswati III)
Natious High Commissioner for Refugees to assist us in our task and indeed in
all the ocher areas in which it operates.

Meanwhile Mozambique ~ontinues to be upset by civil war. While we are
encouraged by the signs of dialogue between the rival factions, we would
strongly appeal to this body to give more effective support in resolving this
crisis. Too many Mozambicans have suffered from the unhappy situation, and
that country deserves our help.

1 should like to recor1 Swaziland's support for the reform process
currently under way in South Africa. We are coanvinced of the commitment of
all parties to the reform proce:s, and we offer our encouragement for a
successful conclusion to the negotiations, with a blueprint for a new South
Africa which will be acceptable to all.

We are not so naive as to believe that this process will be easy. We are
already witressing the problems associated with any radical change, and we are
saC in our knowledge that these problems will not vanish overnight. But,
equally, we are convinced of the necessity of chanae and confidant thatr the
South Atrican people will find solutions which will cater to the aspiratious
of all groups and bring about a permanent end to the violence which has been a
feature of life there for so long.

We in the region look forward to the full participation of South Africa
in our various cooperation organizations. Much of the future success of our
economic groupings depends on the involvement of our region's most influential
country, and the welcome presence of representatives of all parties at our
meetings indicates their willingness to participate in the future.

And, so, what of Swaziland? Our Kingdom continues in its peaceful way to

tread the path of moderation. We have taken on added reqgional responsibility
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by accepting this year's chairmanship of the Preferential Trade Area Authority
and the vice-chairmanship of the Southern African Development Coordination
Conference. We take our commitments to these two influential organizations
most seriously, as they give us the best hope for future economic stability.

Although tradition and our unique culture influence us strongly, we are
not standing still. We recognize the need for change; not simply for the sake
of change, but in order to adapt to changing circumstances and to benefit the
majority of our people. Our priorities for action echo those of any
developing nation, with education, health and employment chief among them.

We are blessed with a beautiful land, and we are determined to keep it
that way. We fully support the United Nations initiatives to promote greater
environmental awareness; already the Government has hegun a process of
information, so that Swazis can begin to appreciate what is required of them
in their new eavironmental responsibility. 1 can assure the Assembly that we
will be active in our participation in next year's conference in Brazil and
energetic in our implementation of any recommendations.

Let me conclude by repeating that Swaziland is prou to reaffirm its
comrmitment to the ideals of the United Nations. Recent events have given all
of us good cause to be happy with our collective achievements and spur us on
to tackle remaining problems with renewed vigour and determination.

I am personally privileged to have this opportunity to present the view
of youth, and I will say that I am confident that the future of my generation

is being very well served by the actions of this house.
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Let me express Swaziland's deep apprecistion and sdmiration for the
achievements of all who work for the United Wations in any capacity, as we
pledge our continuing confidence in the performance of its many and varied
roles throughout the world, im pursuit of the goal of international peace,
stability and cooperation between all nations.

Thank you for your att~ntion, and may God watch over us all.
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Ihs PRESIDENI (interpretation from Arabic): On behall of the
General Assembly I wish to thank the Head of State of the Kingdom of Swaziland
for the statement he has just made.
His Majecty King Mawati 111 of Swasilaud was escorted from the General
Assembly Hall.
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ADDRESS BY MR. AMATA KABUA, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
The PRESIDENT (interpretatiom from Arabic): The Assembly will now

hear an address by Mr. Amata Kabua, Fresident of the Republic of the Marshall

Islands.
Mr. Amata K Presiden f the R 1i f the Marsghall Islands, was
escorted int eneral As 1y Hall.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the
General Assembly, I have the honour to welcome to the United Nations the
President of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, His Excellency
Mr. hmata Kabua, and to invite him to address the General Assembly.

President RABUA: Please permit me to extend to you, Sir, my warmest
congratulations upon your election as the President of the General Assembly at
this session. You have our confidence that your tenure will be marked with
great success.

To you, Mr. Secretary-General, we wish to express our highest regard and
admiration for your outstanding leadership, particularly during the recent
crisis in the Middle East, whereby you were able to redefine and strengthen
the role of the United Nations as the most appropriate peace-keeping force in
the world.

I should also like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the Republic of
the Marshall Islands, to extend our congratulations and best wishes to the
other six nations that have become Members of the United Nations at the
forty-sixth session of the General Assembly.

It is a singular honour for me to speak to address the Assembly today as
the representative of a new Member State of the United Nations, the Republic

of the Marshall Islands. One week ago my country's flag was raised outside
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this noble edifice, joining the flags of the other Member nations. The past
week has seen the fulfilment of one of my highest aspirations. I have been
received with profound courtesy and consideration, for which my nation and I
thank all the members warmly. We shall always be grateful.

When one searches for the Marshall Islands on large maps of the world,
one may have difficulty finding them, for they are shown as mere specks.
Those specks represent 34 atolls and coral islands with an average elevation
of just over one metre, situated in the centre of well over a million square
kilometres of the Pacific Ocean. The Marshallese people, about 45,000 all
told, are descendants of the voyagers who came in canoes across the uncharted
sea to find and settle our islands more than 2,000 years ago. In this remote
environment with its temperate climate we formed our own nation and developed
our own unique culture, which has withstood the test of time.

As was the case with so many nations in this Organization, the Marshall
Islands experienced significant foreign contact during the nineteenth century,
which in some ways forever altered the evolution and direction of our nation.
During the past century we have experienced first hand the ravages of war and
paid the high price of maintaining peace. We have been ruled by others while
learning and developing the framework and institutions of modern democratic
government for ourselves. We have maintained our culture and tiaditions while
pursuing our economic development to better the quality of life of our
people. 1In the end, these apparent contradictions have resulted in nothing
less than a transformation of the Marshall Islands from an isolated,
traditional Pacilic island society into a modern nation-State now taking its
place ir this world Organization that is premised on the principle of

sovereign equality for its Members.
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Permit me to pause here for a moment to do something that my advisers
tell me is not often done by nations whose sovereignty has been newly restored
after a century of colonisation: to praise our last colonial Administrator,
which, as it happens, was set up over us by this Organisation. The plain
truth of the matter is that we could never have come so far as we have without
the aid and encouragement of our former Trustee, now our good friend in a

relationship of equality. I refer, of course, to the United States of America.
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I wish to confirm that the Republic of the Marshall Islands binds itself
to the principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations. My
Government makes a pledge to conduct its affairs as a responsible member of
this Organisation. We earnestly and wholeheartedly enlist in the community of
those who work to develop planetary loyalty as a complement to national
loyalty.

The Marshall Islands has watched with great interest the events that have
transpired over the past two years, and while we have not been a direct
participant in these events we have none the less felt the impact of current
world trends. While people may differ as to the long-term meaning of these
events, two things seem to be quite clear.

¥irst, as the founding Member States of the United Nations envisaged,
there is an essential need for the United Nations to enable the nations of the
world to collectively consider and deal with issues of international
security. Although there will continue to be disagreement among Member States
in this respect, the United Nations has also clearly demonstrated that it has
both the potential and the ability to resolve international disputes and to
maintain world peace.

Secondly, in terms of economic and social advancement and development,
the United Nations is the only institution that can realisticaliy deal with
these issues on a global scale. The tremendous differences between the
constituent Members of the United Nations - large and small, wealthy and
poor - can be reconciled and coordinated only through the United Nations
itself.

Indeed, it is perhaps this second point on the role of the United Nations
that will pose the biggest challenge in the future. Since the Second World
War and the founding of the United Nations the primary challenge has been to

deal with issues of international disputes, security, politics, problems
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assoclated with, and resulting from, the so-called cold war, and
decolonization with the emergence of the new nation States. No doubt, many of
these issues will continue to require attention, with the United Nations
taking the major role in laying the necessary foundation for the maintenance
of world peace and harmony. In the view of the Marshall Islands, the time has
rrme for the United Nations to give greater and broader recognition and
attention to the economic and social issues facing the nations of the world.

While issues of international security are inexorably linked to economic
and social issues, the quality of life of mankind is, in the end, the most
important and fundamental issue facing the nations of the world and this
Organization. Consistent with national agendas and policies, people need the
opportunity and the freedom to develop themselves. Their unimpeded efforts
will invariably result in the desired progress and development of their
respective nations.

Recognizing and confronting this most important of all tasks is the only
way ir which the world can have durable and lasting peace. This, we submit,
is the biggest challenge facing the United Nations, and it is the fervent hope
and desire of the Marshall Islands that the United Nations, through dedication
and hard work, will be able to provide the requisite framework whereby mankind
can truly improve his condition.

It is a difficult challenge, but not insurmountable. However, we must
begin to meet it at the individual level. In this respect, I am reminded of a

poem by an author who is unknown to me:
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“If there is righteousness in the hesrt,

there will be beauty in the character.
If there is beauty in the character,
there will be harmony in the home.
If there is harmony in the home,

there will be order in the nation,
If there is order in the nation,

there will be peace in the world."”

One issue that is fundamental to economic and social progress, as well as
to our very existence, is that of the environment.

The problem of global warming - the so-called greenhouse effect - .s a
most formidable one. As I mentioned earlier, the Marshall Islands is a
country comprising entirely low-lying coral atolls in the middle of the
Pacific Ocean. It goes without saying that the consequences of global warming
could be totally catastrophic for us as well as for other countries similarly
situated. Accordingly, we would make the following observations.

First, scientists throughout the world are not in accord as to the
magnitude of the entire problem. Some have predicted considerable atmospheric
deterioration, resulting in a significant raising of the sea level within the
next several years, while others see the effects of global warming as
insignificant for the foreseeable future. This lack of consensus on the
subject is most disturbing, and leaves us in a quandary as to what the future

may hold.
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Secondly, there is very little, if anything, that one of the smallest and
most isolated countries in the world can do to alleviate the problem, other
than continue to rvaise it in the international community.

The Marshall Islands is cognizant of the uncertainties in this matter, as
well as of the knotty issues to be resolved betwsen the developed and the
developing countriss. We applaud the recent initiatives of the United Nations
on the subject and fully support those initiatives. We are hopeful that
through the efforts of the United Nations there will be consensus in respect
of the extent of the problem, as well as a sound course of action to remedy,
or at least allay, the effects of global warming.

The Republic of the Marshall Islands is fully aware of the great
importance of providing a sound system of education for its people, and we
have committed a great deal of our limited resources to the education of our
population., However, we also feel deep concern about the educatjional level in
our schools., We need better schools, but are hard-pressed to develop them
through our national resources alone.

Nevertheless, we foresee that better schools, and a better start in life,

can be realized in our islands through the globalization of education.
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As I turn my thoughts homeward. 1 see a barefoot child sitting on »
wooden bench or perhaps on a dirt floor in a one-room schoolhouse on a remote
island. This child needs to be equipped with the necessary knowledge to be
useful to his nation as well as to the world. In this context, through
education there lie many of the answers to many of our problems,.

I think of that child as summed up in an ancient Marshallese expression
that is enshrined on our national seal, “Japllpilip ke ejukaspn”. which conveys
to us the idea that a child is a national resource just as is a sprouting
coconut tree. Each must be nurtured as it grows. Each generation in turn
enriches the soil for those that follow. If children and trees reach their
optimum growth they bear fruit that will sustain, replenish and enhance the
community, the nation and, ultimately, the world itself.

I believe that this allegory is salient to the concept of the
globalization of education. As world-wide education takes place in the
context of sharing and broadening existing knowledge, information and beliefs
among the peoples of the world, we will in turn develop the necessary
framework for succeeding generations by strengthening individual human
development and the quality of life. 1In addition, we will have greater
awar.ness of our commonalities and differences to better maintain world peace
and order without the use of force.

In education, we see bright hope in the concept of the global village.
Improved communications can make a remote little school a campus of a
world-wide university using existing technology to provide interactive
long-distance education. Students can ask questions, receive answers and

debate issues across continents and oceans. We believe that cooperation



JSM/ 31 A/46/PV.7
32

(President Kabua)
within the United Nations will play a dramatic role in bringing this dream to
actuality within our lifetime.

Earlier I referred to economic and social issues as the biggest challenge
that the United Nations is facing now and will be facing in years to come. In
terms of economic development and trade issues, we note the tremendous
differences and disparities which exist among the nations of the world.

As a very small develuping nation, the Marshall Islands is awvare of the
recent initiatives and developments on economic and trade issues in the
context of our own national development agenda.

Achieving economic prosperity at both the national and the international
level is a difficult task and is an unending challenge for all mankind. Much
of the economic progress of the world has been frustrated by political unrest
and unreasonable barriers that often derail courses of action and interaction
among nations. We are hopeful that the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) negotiations will be productive and successful,

Lasting peace and security among nations is the most fundamental
underpinning for economic progress in the world. In this connection, the
United Nations should be accorded much of the credit due in achieviug the
necessary peace and security to foster a healthier ervironment for economic
advancement.

Since the Second World War, the nations of the world have advanced with
greater experience and knowledge in technologies and economic strategies.
Today, we see a greater interdependence among the nations of the world in
matters of economic development. As we view it, the emergence of regional

economic blocs is indicative of a new trend that has great potential through
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further international cooperation; a trend in which new economic concepts and
strategies are applied to achieve greater and sounder economic progress in all
regions of the world. We are hopeful that the successful and full
participation of all pations in the various regional economic blocs will
eventually pave the way for the creation of a new and unified global economic
system.

Tne Marshall Islands is taking some steps in economic development, which
is essential to itself and which also may be beneficial to other nations. As
our economy grows, we hope that our small nation can become a part of this
trend in the sense of what we call "the Pacific way": that is, no nation
should be left cut.

Finally, I should like to touch briefly on the subject of current sorld
events in terms of what is often referred to as the emergence of a new world
order, particularly from the viewpoint of a very small nation such as the
Marshail Islands.

As we sesk to determine the meaning of recent world events in the context
of histo.ical trends, we must start by acknowledging that the world has never
been fully at peace. The history of regional and world peace and attempts to
bring about such peace is really, in essence, mankind's history of conflict
and war. Peace exists when there is an absence of conflict or political,
economic and social problems that form the basis for conflict.

To the extent that there is a discerunible pattern to the history of world
conflict it has throughout the centuries mostly been regional or simply man
fighting with his immediate neighbours. Mapkind lacked the technological
ability to engage in a global conflict until this century, in which we have

seen the waging of two world wars followed by a cold war that was premised on
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building and maintaining gliant arsenals as a deterrent in order to maintain
world peace. Now, in che light of current world events we see that the
likelihood of another world conflict has been greatly diminished with the
United Nations truly taking its place as the premier organisation for the
maintenance of world peace. None the less, we are simultaneously witnessing a
resurgence of regional and internecine conflict.

Does this mean that the world is returning to the past, or does it mean
that we are ushering in a new ora? I personally would very much like to
believe that it is the latter, and that what the world is experiencing at
present in terms of conflict represents the last convulsions in the process of

attaining true and lasting world peace.
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Over the last few years we have witnessed dramatic events which have
fundamentally altered the political, social, econemic and physical landscape
of the world. These changes present us with the challenge and opportunity to
re-examine the laws, institutions and values which have governed the
relationships of peoples and nations. It is in this spirit that we offer some
thoughts in respect of what is currently referred to as the new world order.

The formation of the United Kations some 46 years ago, with its vision of
a new era of peace, human rights and international co-operation, brought great
hope and promise to the world's peoples. Indeed, the United Nations has
helped to usher in an unprecedented degree of international co-operation,
mutual respect and understanding among the peoples and nations of the world.

However, at the same time, it has become increasingly evident that the
available international machinery and processes need to be greatly
strengthened to ensure peace and security in the world and to address newly
emerging global issues.

Long-term solutions to the many issues facing the world will require a
new and comprehensive vision of a global society, supported by a new system of
values. This recognition does not imply the abandonment of legitimate
loyalties, the suppression of cultural diversity or the abolition of national
autonomy. It calls for a wider loyalty, for a far higher aspiration than has
thus far animated human efforts. It clearly requires subordination of
national impulses, needs and interests to the imperative claims of a unified,
peaceful and prosperous world.

I wish once again to express heartfelt thanks and gratitude on behalf of

the Republic of the Marshall Islands on the occasion of our accession to



rMB/9 A/746/PV.7
37

(President Kabua)
membership in the United Nations. We look forward to working with all of you,
with the staff of the United Nations and with the specialized agencies.

Tt is an honour to be serving as an active Member of the United Nations,
and as & full participant, in striving to meet the goals of the Organization
and the challenges of the future.

Once again, K.,mol)l Tata - thank you very much.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): On bohalf of the
General Assembly, I wish to thank the President of the Republic of the
Marsuall Islands for the statement he has just made.
Mr. Amata Kabua. President of the Republic of the Marshall Ialands., was
escorted from the General Assembly Hall.
AGENDA ITEM 9 (coptinued)
GENERAL DEBATE
Mr., VAYRYNEN (Finland): Mr. President, it is a real pleasure for me
to see you presiding over our deliberations. I am sure that under your
skilful quidance this session of the General Assembly will proceed smoothly
and successfully.

It is heartening to note the significant incrcase in the membership of
the United Nations. On behalf of my Government I warmly welcome among us the
Republic of Korea, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the Federated
States of Micronesia, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands as well as the
Republics of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

In particular, Finland salutes the membership of its Baltic neighhours,
with which we have now re-established relations and entered into close

cooperation.
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The fact that the Baltic States have regained their rightful place among
the independent nations reflects the profound change now under way. 5o far
the most striking resulte of this change are visible mainly in Europe.
However, this is a world-wide change and it has an impact everywhere. The
divided world which emerged after the Second World War 1is now giving way to a
new order.

The 0ld power structures were founded on the outcome of the war and the
military strength of the respective countriea. The United Nations was created
then to forestall the causes of future wars. Soon, however, the antagonism
between East and West began to grow. The military alliances were
established. The Soviet Union and the United States developed into military
super-Powers. The power struggle between East and West extended all over the
world and was entwined, as an essential part, in all major regional crises,.

Along with the military antagonisms and the arms race, nations have been
competing in the economic and technological fields. The nature of this
competition has changed markedly during the past few decades. We have moved
intc an e&-3 of high technology and world-wide integration. This creates
growing interdependence between nations, but also increases differences.
Economically and technologically strong nations are able to become even more

advanced and thus to increase their international influence.
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The ¢ld world order is passing into history, and a new one is emerging.
In Europe, this has led from confrontation to co-operation. A new
comprehensive European architecture is curreantly being worked out. In order
to cope with new conflicts that emerge and to safeguard peaceful and
democratic change, the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe
(CSCE) will have to be strengthened. The basic principles of CSCE are solid,
but its working methods and operational capabilities need to be further
improved. We hope and expect that the CSCE follow-up meeting and the summit to
be held in Helsinki next year will break new ground in this regard.

Tragically, in Yugoslavia, political ferment has led to increasing
violence with potentially unsettling consequences for the whole of Europe.
Finland supports the efforts of the CSCE and the European Community to stop
the cycle of violence and to help find a political soclution in Yugoslavia,
United Nations support for these efforts is also vital.

Elsewhere in the world the new realities have facilitated the settlement
of several regional conflicts. WNamibia was set free. Apartheid is
disappearing. Conflicts in Afghanistan, Cambodia, Central America and Western
Sahara are being wound down. Even in the intractable Middle East there is a
glimmer of hope.

The best example of the strengthened role of the United Nations is the
liberation of Kuwait and the restoration of its independence. The Charter of
the United Nations withstood a violent challenge to its authority. The
Security Council acted promptly and effectively. The United Nations is and
must continue to be actively engaged in alleviating the suffering caused by
the Gulf War. This is true of humanitarian and other assistance,

peace-keeping, as well as the elimination of Irag's remaining weapons of mass
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destruction. Respect for international law and collective security remains
the basis of protecting the security of all States, especially the smaller
ones,

Side by side with these positive trends, global problems remain that have
to be tackled. On the one hand, the sconomic and social problems of the
developing countries continue undiminished. Poverty and want are increasing.
Development prospects remain bleak. On the other hand, the Eastern and
Central European countries, striving towards democracy, respect for human
rights and a market economy, need and must be given eccnomic support.
Therefore, the developed nations must help solve these world-wide problems of
development in & true spirit of global partnership.

The time has come to unravel the conflict that exists between the economy
of man and that of nature. The tasks involved are not entirely contradictory;
improved technology in the less developed countries can help achieve bot:. a
higher material standard of living and an scologically sounder society. Yet,
humanity must face the truth: the present trend leads inevitably to depletion
of natural reaources, climatic changes and serious damage to nature. We are
endangering our own welfare and that of our children. If the present trend
continues, the very existence of mankind will be in question.

The combined effect of environmental destruction, population growth and
climate change can be both rapid and irreversible. The world has little time
to change its ways. Therefore, the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development must become a turning-point, the beginning of & process
towards ecologically sustainable development. My Government hopes that the
ongoing negotiations on global framework conventions on climate change and
biodiversity can be concluded in time for the Conference. Another process of

global negotiations that will, we hope, be initiated by the Conference is the
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framework convention on forestry. The livelihood of my own country is to a
great extent derjved from forestry and forest resources. Forests grow slowly,
but can be squandered quickly. I speak from experience and with conviction
when I emphasize the importance of foreats in global resource management.

There is one cure for many environmental problems: forestation and
reforestation. Forests provide fuelwood. Forests prevent desertification,
floods and erosion. Forests protect cultivated land and shelter flora and
fauna. Forests temper extreme changes in the climate and slow down more
permanent changes. Moreover, forests absorb carbon dioxide.

All these environmental and developmental concerns, which have emerged
during recent decades, present a formidable challenge to mankind. In order to
meet this challenge we have to capture today the same sense of solidarity and
joint responsibility that inspired the birth of nation-States. We have to
incorporate into our political systems a new, global level. The world needs a
new global architecture for human interaction, decision-making and
cooperation. Such a new world architecture must take into account current
realities., The responsibility for hoth development and the environment should
be borne by nations according to the ratio of their power and wealth. The
strongest economic Powers, which profit most from world-wide inteqgration,
should bear the main responsibility for helping those countries that do not
have sufficient possibilities to succaed in this competition. Burden-sharing
in financing, be it development aid or environmental investments, should be
based not only on capacities in terms of gross national product, but also in
terms of current account surpluses of national economies. Furthermore, we
have to consider whether the share of financing for the environment could be

based on the use of non-renewahle natural resources and the damage caused to
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nature. Those countries that profit most should pay the largeat share of the
costs involved.

When conceptualizing this new architecture of global decision-making, we
must also be ready to reform and strengthen existing structures for
international cooperation. 1In this regard, reform of the United Nations

system becomes esssntial.#

~ Mr. Nyakyi (United Republic of Tanzania), Vice-Pr:sident, took the
Chair,
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Therefore my Government welcomes the proposal by the Secretary-General,
in his report on the work of the Organiszation, that a well-organized process
of analysis and consultation be initiated in which Governments can outline
their priorities for the achievement of their desired objectives for the
Organization.

Let me in this context say that the Secretary-General's report is yet
another manifestation of the lucid and thoughtful reasoning that the Member
States have come to expact f.om him. (iis tenure at the helm of the
Organization has added immeasurably to the effectiveness and prestige of the
United Nations.

The reforms in the economic and social fields call for a new kind of
division of responsibilities. This can be done without changing the
democratic nature of the world Organization. The objective must be to
maintain the United Nations in the forefront of development activities. With
this in mind, the Nordic countries have undertaken a study called the "Nordic
United Nations Project”. It reflects the desire of our Governments, which
provide about one third of the financing of United Nations development
activities, to make the system more transparent, responsive and accountable.

Regarding humanitarian assistance, the structures and coordination within
the United Nations must be clarified and stiengthened systemwide. In order to
improve the ability of the United Nations to alleviate humanitarian
emergencies and environmental catastrophies rapidly, the concept of so-called
United Nations Green Helmets deserves, in my view, closeir study and
consideration.

The capacity of the United Nations to maintain and restore international

peace and security is of continuing concern to Finland. The clandestine
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pursuit of weapons of mass destruction and massive transfers of conventional
arms are cause for growing and justified concern. These sources of present
and future instability need to be addressed by the international community
through strengthening non-proliferation arrangements and through novel
approaches. Thus Finland strongly supports increased transparency in
international arms transfers. The establishment of a universal and
non-discriminatory register of such transfers under United Nations management
is an appropriate and pragmatic way to begin.

Finland has consistently supported United Nations peace-keeping
activities., We have long been one of the most important troop-coatributing
countries. We support the extension of United Nations peace-keeping into new
fields, including that of the prevention of conflicts. We attach particular
importance to strengthening further the role of the United Nations in the
context of peace-making and peace enforcement. The strengthening of the
United Nations peace-keeping role reguires additional budgetary resources. I
£ind it intolerable that the United Nations is constantly required to launch
new operations without the certainty of full and timely financing from its
membership.

The new and more effective role of the United Nations in this area is
currently being studied by the Nordic countries, and we are actively engaged
in formulating concrete proposals in this regarad.

The United Nations was bora to prevent war. That primary responsibility
remains valid. However, five decades ago it was not possible to foresee how
extensive the present and future problems of development and enviromment would
be. When the Charter of the United Nations was formulated, nobody knew what

role economic and technological developments would play and what effects they
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would have internationally. Now, as the Organisation is approaching its
fiftieth anniversary, there is ample reason for a thorough review of the
challenges the United Nations is facing and of the adequacy of its structures
and mechanisms, including the Charter, to respond to them. We need a new world
architecture.

Mr. PINHEIRO (Portugal) (spoke in Portuguese; English text furnished
by the delegation): First of all I should like to congratulate you, Sir, on
your election to the presidency of the General Assembly and to express our
confidence in your ability to ensure the success of this forty-sixth session.
Our appreciation is extended also to the outgoing President, Mr. Guido de
Marco, for the manner in which he carried out his mandate and for his
contribution to reforms in the work of the Assembly.

The mandate of the present Secretary-General of the Organization is
coming to an end. Portugal wishes to join all those who have expressed their
deep appreciation for the dedication with which he has carried out his duties.
This dedication has been decisive for the resolution of several crises and for
the enhancement of the credibility of the United Nations as an instrument cf
peace.

The Charter of the United Nations has universal scope. Therefore, the
admission of seven new countries is particularly significant because they
enhance the representativity of this forum. I welcome the simultaneous
admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the Republic of
Korea - an important sign of the Korean people’'s aspirations to
reunification. And I also stress the special significance of the membership
of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, whose commitment to independence and to
Jdemocratic institutions prevailed over more than four decades of illegal

occupation.
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We are living through a time of change. We can state today that we are
in the presence of an overwhelming movement that does not spare even thoae
regions and political regimes that seemed unchangeable. I cannot think of a
better example than the one provided by the peoples of the SBoviet Union, who
championed the reatoration of democracy and pluralism. I reiterate here the
positions expressed this morning by my Dutch colleague on behalf of the
European Community and its member States. The members of the European
Community will do everything within their reach to coantribute to the economic
and social development of all central and eastern European countries,
including Albania, to their great efforts toward democratization and economic
reform,

Unfortunately, there is not just hope and optimism in EBurope. Portugal
is following with great apprehension the tragic developments in Yugoslavia.
The spectre of civil war and the resurgence of exacerbated nationalism in a
historically key region for the stability of Europe have compelled the
European Community and the member States of the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe to seek a negotiated solution to the internal
differences opposing the peoples of Yugoslavia. We consider the escalation of
violence unacceptable and we appeal to all forums and to international public
opinion to support any efforts aimed at an immediate cease-fire and to

negotiations based on good faith.
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1t is a permanent concern of Portuguese foreign policy that the European
Community should not stray from its commitments to other continents. In
Africa, a continent to which Portugal is linked by historical and cultural
ties, there have been developments to which the international community should
not remain indifferent. The efforts of an increasing number of countries to
democratize their regimes, as well as progress in the field of human rights
and the creation of market economies, deserve international recognition,

I point out the cases of Cape Verde and Sao Tome and Principe as
remarkable examples of a process of political renewal. It is also in this
context and in a very specisl way that Portugal salutes the Angolan nation.
Peace in Angola is now a valuable fait accompli. and general elections, in
line with the terms of the Estoril agreements, will take place next year. We
are certain that with the active support of the international community all
Angolans will be able to recover the time lost and rapidly transform their
country into one of the major poles of development in southern Africa.

In this region of Africa, we continue to support efforts towards the
building of a new South Africa, fu.:y democratic and free from any form of
discrimination. We welcome the measures already adopted to eliminate
apartheid. We welcome too the dialogue that is being established between the
main African forces. That dialoque will pave the way for a new South Africa.

We also hope that the conflict which has so deeply affected Mozambique
will soon come to an end. We support without reservation all initiatives
aimed at fostering a genuine peace in Mozambique. We are willing to offer our

best cooperation to that end.
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Portugal will make all efforts within the framework of the intermational
organizations of which it is a member, and in particular within the framework
of the European Community, to prevent assistance from the industrialized
countries to other regions from reducing the flow of financial aid and
investments intended for Africa.

Latin America is also moving gradually towards fuller compliance with the
rules of democratic institutions and fundamental rights as well as towards new
forms of econmomic integration and the strengthening of the market system. We
reiterate our solidarity with the Governments that are pursuing these goals.

My country has a centuries-old history of friendly relations with this
region, strengthened by the significant social, economic and cultural
contributions of the Portuguese communities that settled in countries such as
Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and Venezuela.

I cannot but underline how important it is for the international
community to sponsor programmes aimed at sustaired and equitable economic
development. We also favour creative and flexible plans to solve the question
of the region's foreign debt, which continues to be a considerable hindrance
to the progress and the future of its peoples.

Portugal has also been following with great interest the peace process in
Central America, a region where the United Nations has played a major role in
the search for a negotiated solution to guestions that are vital to the
stability of the countries inveolved.

In this context we hope that current efforts will lead to true national
reconciliation in El Salvador and in Guatemala., Within a framework of
dialogue and cooperation, we hope that the eighth meeting of the San Jose
conference, to be held in Lisbon, will give a significant impetus to real and

harmonious progress in the region.
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The dramatic changes and emerging trends we have been witnessing on the
international scene give us reason to believe that the right of the people of
East Timor to freedom and self-determination will not be forgotten after more
than 15 years of illegal Indonesian occupation carried out by the use of force
and in blatant disregard of the basic principles of the Charter and the
resolutions of the both General Assembly and the Security Council, which have
yet to be implemented.

One of the main lessons we can draw from the developments we are
currently witnessing - the restoration of the rights of self-determination and
independence of the Baltic States and the rejection of the illegal occupation
of Kuwajt - is that situations based on the suppression of the legitimate
rights of peoples and of their cultural, social and linguistic identity are
inherently fragile and are bound to fail. While the last of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories are being led to the final stages of their
decolonization processes - and I recall in this context the recent accession
to independence and admission to the United Nations of Micronesia and the
Marshall Islands, both situated in the Pacific region and, like several other
Member States of the United Nations, much smaller and less populous than East
Timor - regrettable anachronisms still persist in East Timor in the last
decade of the present century, a decade proclaimed by the United Nations as
devoted to the eradication of colonialism,

In the case of East Timor - a Non-Self-Governing Territory for which
Portugal is still responsible as the administering Power recogmnized by the
United Nations - fundamental principles are at stake. The defence of those

principles has been a determining factor in some of the most significant
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actions undertaken by this Organization and, in particular, by the Security
Council. I am referring to the principles of the non-use of force and the
inadmissibility of illegitimate military conquest as an acceptable claim for
territorial enlargement:; respect for the right to self-Jetermination of
colonial peoples; and upholding the basic human rights and freedoms of both
peoples and individuals.,

We are convinced that the international community as a whole, and the
United Nations in particular, should be involved in a more coumsistent and
committed manner in the search for a political settlement of this gquestion
based on respect for the principles I have just mentioned. In fact, it is
those principles that are at stake in East Timor, and not an alleged bilateral
dispute hetween Portugal and Indonesia. The last 15 years have proved that
widespread repression and the use of force have not been able to consolidate
the illegal status qﬁo imposed upon the Territory. They have rather prompted
the East Timorese peaple to a stubbora and undaunted resistance and to a
protest movement that very few would have ever dared anticipate.

Portugal, living up to its responsibilities, has been systematically
drawing the international community's attention to the seriousness of the
situation prevailing in East Timor and to the need to bring it to an end
through the free exercise of the right to self-determination and through
respect for the human rights ard ideatity of the people. We have also
cooperated closely with the mediation efforts of the Secretary-General. Under
his auspices, an agreement was recently reached between Portugal and Indomesia
on the terms of reference for a proposed visit to East Timor to be undertaken
soon by a Portuguese parliamentary delegation in order to obtain first-hand

information on the situation.
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We hope that this initiative will lead to the resumption of a real
dialogue involving all parties legitimately concerned and contribute to
increased awareness by the international community of the need to solve that
problem in accordance with the universally accepted principles that the United
Nations has the mandate to promote and defend.

The European Community declarations of Venice and Madrid constitute solid
reference points for Portuguese foreign policy regarding the Middle East; in
our view, respect for international legality - in particular Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) - should guide all parties involved.

In this context we support the initiatives of the United States
Administration based on a full commitment and a profound knowledge of the
nature of the conflict. We call on the parties invcolved to take advantage of
this historic opportunity.

Portugal, a country with historical and cultural links with northern
Africa, has been giving its support to the pioneering integration initiatives
of the Arab Maghreb Union, which have greatly contributed to cooperation with
Europe «nd to strengthening dialogue in the Mediterranean.

I wish now to address briefly a few issues that, because of their
significance, have increasingly become the focus of attention in the United
Nations and, naturally in my country,.

I shall refer first to the preservation of the environment. The issues
to be discussed in this area concern Governments and citizens, and
industrialized and developing countries. The environmental policies
established now will ultimately determine the inheritance of future

generations. We must not fail in this endeavour.
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The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development that will
take place in June of next year in Rio de Janeiro deserves special mention.
Portual hopes that at the Conference all participants will pledge their firm
political commitment to enable a rational exploration of natural resources and
alleviate the damaging effects of environmental degradation.

In the human rights fisld, Portugal reaffirms its commitment to the cause
of the immediate abolition of capital punishment, consistent with the
positions that we have put forward in various forums, namely, within the
framework of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), the
Council of Burope and@ the United Nations. We welcome the racent entering into
force of the Second Additional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights which aims at the abolition of capital punishment. We
appeal for the timely ratification of this instrument, whose geographical
implementation is, unfortunately, still limited.

Portugal joins the overwhelming majority of countries in their concern
for the tragic situation faced by victims of natural disasters and conflicts
over which, in most cases, they have no control. The solution to these
situations must be provided by a better coordination of existing humanitarian
aid mechanisms,

Therefore, we hope that the Assembly will take into account the
initiative of the States members of the European Community on emergency
humanitarian aid and will approve a resolution on this issue. This is an
instance where solidarity among the various countries and the United Nations

can alleviate the suffering of millions.
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To conclude, 1 should like to state the Portuguese position regarding the
responsibility that the Member States should have in the future activities of
our Organization,

The developments ! have been mentioning are raising expectations in worla
public opinion. Most answers can be found within the framework of the United
Nations. In fact this forum is going through a crucial period of its history
and for the first time., owing to the considerable easing of international
tensions, is in a position to address pending issues related to the essential
objectives of the Charter.

Portugal urges all Member States to participate actively in this task and
stresses that the United Nations of tomorrow will constitute a forum where the
problems and conflicts still besetting the globe can be discussed freely,
without any -estriction.

This is a challenge for all of us, as we share the common responsibility
of eliminating the deep political, social and sconomic imbalances that
continue to affect the peoples of this planet, particularly in the context of
North-South relaticns,

Only in an integrated way and through dialogue and international
cooperation will it be possible to overcome the difficulties and roadblocks
that affect the international community. Portugal will do everything within
its power to achieve these goals. It is in this spirit that we are
participating in the present session of the General Assembly. It is also in
this spiri% that we look forward to undertaking the presidency of the European
Community in 1992.

Mr. NAKAYAMA (Japan) (spoke in Japanese; English text furnished by
the delegation): I should like first to extend my heartfelt congratulations

to His Excellency Mr. Samir Shihabi upon his election as President of the
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General Assembly at this historic forty-sixth session. I am pleased also to
have this opportunity to express my respects and appreciation to
His Excellency Mr. Guido de Marco for the very able manner in which he
prasided over the forty-fifth session.

On behalf of the Government and the psople of Japan, I wish to extend a
hearty welcome to the countries that have been newly admitted to United
Nations membership: the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the Republic
of Korea, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall
Tslands, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Latvia and the Republic of
Lithuania. With these seven new Member States and with the Cambodian Supreme
National Council occupying its country's seat, I am glad to see the
Organization's enhanced universality at the very time when the United Nations
may be expected finally to attain the high ideals held for it since its
founding.

Lestly, I wish to pay a high tribute to the Secretary-General for the
important contributions he has made for world peace.

In a span of just two years the world has undergone a historic change
with the end of the cold war and with the Gulf crisis. The international
community is thus in a historic time of transition as efforts are being made
to fashion a new world order. Now, as the world moves from controntation to
cooperation, tremendous possibilities are opening up for human progress.

This shift has provided new impetus for the resolution of regional issues
through dialogue. It is clear that the process of bringing an end to the Gulf
crisis has had a favourable impact on progress towards the peaceful resolution
of conflicts in the Middle East, Cambodia, Western Sahara, Angola, Central

America, Afghanistan and elsewhere. Prospects for the future are bright in
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Europe 88 well, with the 1992 integration of the European Community and its
!ink-up with the Zuropean Free Trade Association, and the return of the East
European States to the European fold.

At the same time, however, it must be rercognised that the world is heset
by the uncertainty and instability common to any time of transition. There is
also the danger that religious, ethnic, territorial and other disputes may
resurface as the cold war structure is diamantled. The Gulf crisis was
resolved through the resolute action of the international community, and it is
essential hereafter that we fully understand the characteristic features of
this time of transition and respond unerringly. 1In this respect, Japan is
profoundly concerned about developments in Yugoslavia and supports the efforts
of the European Community and others to mediate a peaceful resolution to that

conflict.
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The situation that is emerging in the Soviet Union is one of historic
transition toward the universal values of freedom and democracy as we approach
the twenty-first century. Home to tl..ee-fourths of the Earth's population,
many of the world's developing covotries continue to suffer from the problems
of grinding poverty, sluggish growth, burgeoning debt and population growth.
It is the responsibility of the international community to work for sustained
development in these countries.

In addition, with increasing interdependence, humankind is faced with a
spate of problems, such as those concerning the global eavironment, refugees,
drugs and terrorism, which no one country or region can solve on its own but
for whose solution we must all join together, on the basis of the realization
that the world is one. At this historic time of transition, each country
throughout the world is called upon to forge a new approach appropriate to the
new era, and then all must vork‘toqothot in a shared effort to create a new
world order.

With a sense of sincere contrition over the past war, the Japanese people
are resolutely determined never again to become & military Power. In the more
than 40 years since the Second World War, while striving to attaia the level
of development that it enjoys today, Japan has worked tirelessly, through a
wide range of economic and other exchanges, to translate into actual policies
the philosophy of living, and the resolve to live, as a nation of peace.

In considering the circumstances that enabled Japan to achieve its
present prosperity in an international climate of peace, I believe that the
new international order that we seek must be one that strives, first, to
ensure peace and security; secondly, to respect freedom'and democracy:

thirdly, to guarantee world prosperity through open market economies;



EF/14 A/746/PV. 7
62

(Mr. Nakayama, Japan)
fourthly, to preserve an environment in which all psople can lead rewarding
lives; and, fifthly, to create stable international relations founded upon
dialogue and cooperation.

These goals are basic tenets of Japanese policy and are consistent with
the purposes of the United Nations as set forth in its Charter. In this new
era of collaboration and cooperation, the United Nations will be expected to
play a central role in surmounting the many challenges facing the
international community. This view was also expressed in the Political
Declaration of the London summit.

Dedicatsd to peace in full recognition of its past experiences and
cognizant of the global responsibilities that accrue as a result of its
economic strength, Japan has a historic mission to make the maximum possible
contribution to our common efforts to achieve the goals of the new world order.

The international community coalesced magnificently around the United
Nations .n response to the crisis in the Gulf. Japan, too, extended maximum
cooperation to the efforts of the countries concerned to restore peace to the
Gulf and to the front-line countries hard hit by the economic dislocations
resulting from the war. As a result of Japan’'s participation in this
international response to the blatant challenge to the rule of law and the
violation of peace, there developed among the Japanese people a heightened
awvareness that, as a peace-loving couutry, Japan has an obligation to
contribute actively to efforts led by the United Nations to secure and
maintain world peace. Accordingly, after the cease-fire Japan dispatched to
the Gulf region Japanese disaster relief teams to address environmental

problems and to provide refugee relief, and also dispatched minesweepers to

ensure navigational safety ino the Gulf.
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Although a cease-fire is in effect, numerous problems remain. including
the questions of establishing lnternstionsl borders, of monitoring the
cease-fire, of settling the reparations issue, and of eliminating Irag's
weapons of mass destruction. The resolution of these issues has been
entrusted to the United Nations. It is essential that Iraq faithfully comply
with all Security Council resolutions so as to 'acilitate their smooth and
prompt implementation, and that it cooperate with the work of the Special
Commission on the destruction of weapons of mass destruction. Likewise,
recogniszing that all Member States have an obligation to support these tasks
of the United Nations actively, Japan will continue to be unstinting in its
support.

The Gulf crisis is past, but for the sake of long-term regional
stability, it is essential that remaining issues, such as the problem of peace
in the Middle East and the security of the Gulf, be resolved. This will
require the active involvement of the internationa)l community as a whole,
respecting the initiatives and wishes of the countries in the region. Through
the efforts of the United States and the Soviet Union, progress is now being
made towards holding an international conference on peace in the Middle East,
and we very much hope that all of the parties concerned will strive to conduct
these negotiations flexibly and realistically and that they will succeed in
their shared endeavour.

Japan intends to intensify its dialogue with the parties concerned and to
extend all possible and appropriate cooperation to efforts to achieve a just,
lasting and comprehensive peace, in line with Security Council resolutions

242 (1967) and 338 (1973),
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There are a number of leossons to be learned from the Gulf crisis. The
first of these is that once armed conflict erupts it imevitably causes
tremendous human suffering and takes vast amounts of human and material
resources to resolve. From this it is clear that conflict pre:ention is a
matter of special urgency and desarves highest priority. If the United
Nations is to be able to engage effectively in preventive diplomacy, it is
essential that the Secretary-General, the Security Council and the General

Assembly each function effectively withia their realms of responsibility.
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In an effort to add substance to the draft declaration on fact-finding by
the United Nations that has been submitted at this session of the General
Assembly, and to enable the Secretary-General, with the support of the
Security Council and others, to move vigorously at a very early stage to
prevent conflict, Japan would like to propose the establishment of a
conflict-prevention system based on the following measires.

First, the Secretariat's ability continuously to monitor and analyse
information relating to possible conflicts should be substantially
strengthened. Secondly, on-site fact-finding missions should be dispatched.
Thirdly, early warnings should be issued as the situation requires. Fourthly,
good offices and mediation efforts should be undertaken under the authority of
the Secretary-General. Japan hopes to work together with other Member States
during this session of the General Assembly for the early establishment of an
effective system for conflict prevention.

The second lesson to be learned from the Gulf crisis is that the amassing
of massive arsenals by one country through the international transfer and
proliferation of weapons contributes to aggressive behaviour when such actions
are tied to that country's political aims. Thus, the most important issue in
the wake of the Gulf crisis is that of strengthening efforts in the fields of
the international transfer of conventicnal weapons and the non-proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction and missiles. This is an area in which Japan
has long taken active initiatives.

There is an urgent need to establish a United Nations reporting system
that would enhance the transparency of such international transfers of
conventional weapons. Japan has advocated the establishment of just such a
system since March of this year. Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu announced at

the Kyoto Conference on disarmament issues in May that Japan would be
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submitting a draft resolution to this effect to the General Assembly at this
session. At present, we are consulting with the countries of the European
Community and others concerned, and re hard at work drafting this draft
resolution. Given the importance of establishing such a system as soon as
possible, I very much hope it will find wide support throughout the General
Assembly.

Recognizing that there may be some technical issues involved in ensuring
that such a system operates smoothly, we are prepared to cooperate with the
United Nations in hosting a meeting next year in Japan to elaborate these
issues. Likewise, should the need arise, we are a2lso prepared to offer
appropriste cooperation to enhance the database capabilities of the Department
for Disarmament Affairs for the implementation of this system.

As the only country to have suffered the devastation of atomic weapons,
Japan is working for the ultimate abolitiun of all nuclear arms and has
proposed a step-by-step approach to the cessation of nuclear testing. I pay a
high tribute to the United States and the Soviet Union for having concluded
the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty this year. I hope that still further
efforts will be made towards nuclear disarmament. At the same time, I would
point out in regard to the current situation in the Soviet Union that the
international community very much hopes that that country will ratify and
fulfil its treaty obligations in the field of arms control and will maintain
the strictest control over its nuclear arsenals.

Furthermore, it is very important that the nuclear non-proliferation
Treaty (NPT) gain greater univarsality, and I have long called upon all
countries that have not yet done so to accede to this Treaty. I am sincerely
gratified by France's decisjion to sign the NPT: by China's announcement,

during Prime Minister Kaifu's recent visit, of its intention to become a party
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to it; and by South Africa's accession to it. 1 very much hope that France,
China and all other countries that have not yet done so will become parties to
the NPT promptly and that the Treaty will be extended well beyond 1995.

In order to strengthen the NI'T, it is also important to reinforce and
improve the safeguards system of the International Atomic Energy Agency, and
for this purpose Japan has proposed a system which includes the use of special
inspections. It is deplorable that there is still a country that is a party
to the NPT but has not yet concluded a safeguards agreement as called for by
the Treaty, and I hope that this situation will be rectified as soon as
possible.

On the question of chemical weapons, as I stressed in the statement I
delivered at the Conference on Disarmament in June of this year, it is
important that the negotiations on the chemical weapons conventior be
concluded at the earliest possible date, before we lose the momentum provided
by the Gulf crisis. There is very little time until the mid-1992 deadline and
I hope the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva will continue its work even
while the General Assembly is in session. The position of Japan on the
question of miasiles was set forth in its appeal at the Tokyo Conference on
the Missile Technology Control Regime this March, and it is hoped that all
countries will adop* the Regime guidelines.

The Gulf crisis demonstrated anew how very important it is that conflicts
be resolved peacefully through international cooperative efforts led by the
United Nations. At the same time, it made the world aware once again of the
importance of United Nations peace-keeping operations to ensure that a
cease-fire once established is not breached. In today's changing world, the
peace-keeping ope: tions are an increasingly important and indispensable

activity for promoting the resolution of regional c:nflicts, and it is
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expected that they will bs further activated in the months and years ahead.
Enhancing their function and suthority will require broader participation in
terms of personnel from the United Nations membership and a more stable
financial base.

So far, Japan has sought to buttress the peace-kesping operations by
voluntary contributions to start-up costs and by subscriptions to the trust
fund for such operations. Purther, the Government of Japan has just presented
to the National Diet a bill that would put in place new domestic arrangementr
enabling Japan to strengthen its contribution to efforts for world peace in
terms of personnel while continuing to extend financial cooperation.

The wave of reform under way in the Soviet Union gives us hope that it
may be possible to develop a new cooperative relationship with that country in
the context of the new international political and economic order. Japan
sincerely velcomes the historic changes taking place in the Soviet Union, and
intends to work to develop a new relationship based upcn the following
principles.

First is the principle of strong support for, and solidarity with, the
total thrust of the reforms in Soviet domestic and foreign policy and of
enhancing and expanding appropriate and effective assistance.

The second is that of dramatically strengthening and enhancing
multifaceted cooperation with the republics, especially our neighbour, the
Russian Republi- . In this connection, Japan very much appreciates the view
expressed by the leadership of the Russian Republic that the distinction
between victor and vanquished has no place in the creation of the new world

order, and hopes to strengthen new cooperative relations along these lines,
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The third is that of expanding appropriate cooperation so that an open
Soviet Union can be accepted as a truly constructive partner in the
Asia-Pacific region.

The fourth is that of actively supporting expanded cooperative relations
of the Soviet Union with international economic organiszations, including a
special association with the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank,
so as to integrate the Soviet Union into the world ecomomy.

The fifth and most important is that of concluding, in line with the
principle of law and justice, as emphasized by the Russian Republic, a peace
treaty between our two countries by way of resolving the territorial issue at
the earliest possible time and hence effecting a fundamental development in
our bilateral relationship. Japan is confident that such a dramatic
improvement in Japanese-Russian and Japanese-Soviet relations can make a
creative contribution to the structuring of the new world order that we all
desire.

There are still a number of unresolved conflicts and disputes in the
Asia-Pacific region. As an Asian-Pacific country itself, Japan is pursuing an
active foreign policy so as to create an international order for ever free of
confrontation and division,

In this sense, the fact that South Korea and North Korea have joined the
United Nations simultaneously at this session is an event of historic
significance, and one we welcome as heralding peace and the relaxation of
tensions on the Korean peninsula. I very much hope that South Korea and North
Korea will continue to work for peaceful unification through direct dialogue

in keeping with the principles of the United fations Charter. Thus I
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appreciate the constructive proposal for peaceful unification whicl? resident
Roh Tae Woo made in his statement this morning. For its part, Jepan has been
engaged in negotiations since the beginning of this year for the normalisation
of its relations with North Korea, and intends to continue to negotiate in
good faith so as to contribute to peace and stability on the peninsula.

There is at long last good cause for optimism that a comprehensive
settlement may be achieved in Cambodia. Recogniszsing that the promotion of
dialogue among the Cambodian parties themselves is the most important factor
for peace in that country, Japan has undertaken a number of diplomatic
initiatives, including the hosting of the Tokyo meeting on Cambodia last
year. We thus sincerely welcome the recent progress made by the Supreme
National Council under the leadership of His Royal Highness
Prince Samdech Norodom Sihanouk. Japan very much hopes that the Paris
Conference on Cambodia will be reconvened at the end of October, that lasting
peace will be attained with appropriate Unjted Nations involvement and that
vigorous natjion-building efforts in accordance with the will of the Cambodian
people will begin as soon as possible.

Japan also welcomes the rapid progress that is being made to bring about
domestic reforms in South Africa, including the abolition of the legal
foundation of apartheid. We nope that discussions for the drafting of a new
constitution will commence soon. Japan is ready to support the efforts of all
parties concerned for the establishment of a free and democratic society
without racial discrimination in South Africa.

Turning to the situation in Afghanistan, Japan welcomes efforts to
achieve a political settlement, including the Secretary-General's five-point

proposal and the agreement by the United States and the Soviet Union to end
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their arms shipments to combatants there. Jaspan continues to support the
tireless efforts for peace of all the parties concerned.

Many of the developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America are
beset by increasingly grave economic and social difficulties. 1It is vitally
important for all the world that development be promoted and prosperity
achieved in those countries. With the threat of nuclear war having receded
and ideological conflict being a thing of the past, this is now the
international commmuniiy’'s most important respomnsibility.

It is essential that we support those developing coun:ries that ere
making self-help efforts for economic recomnstruction and (levelopment in close
consultation with international organisations, and it is especially imperative
that the necessary financial resources, including resources from the private
sector, be made available by the industrialiszed countries. Japan is working
to enhance its official development assistance under its Fourth Medium-Term
Target, and it is also steadily implementing its capital recycling programme.

In view of the special needs of the least-developed countries, Japan
cooperated with the United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) to host
the Least-Developed Countries Tokyo Forum this May to study ways to deal with
their problems. In an effort to widen further the loop of cooperation, Japan
is planning to convene in Tokyo in 1993 a summit-level African development
conference to address the problems of African countries.

The maintenance and strengthening of the free and multilateral trading
system is indispensable to world economic development, and the successful
conclusion of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) Urugquay Round
is both the most important issue facing the ' >rld economy and a priority

foreign policy issue for Japan. Japan intends to cooperate with the other
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countries concerned in making every possible effort to conclude the Uruguay
Round by the end of the year.

As a prerequisite to sustained prosperity, it is most urgent that we work
to resolve the many global environmental issues threatening the very survival
of the human race and to create a world more congenial to human life.
However, threats to the world environment, global warming, depletion of
tropical forests, destruction of the osone layer and encroaching
desertification have grown more serious in recent years.

During this International Decade for Natural of Disaster Reduction, which
commenced last year, it is essential that we redouble our efforts to prevent
and mitigate natural disasters.

Resolving these global environmental issues will require that people
everywhere transcend the barriera that separate them and work together.

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development to be held
next year is an important opportunity for all countries to join together and
agree on ways of ensuring a congenial environment for the future. As an
industrialized Asian nation, and one that has managed to reconcile the dual
demands of development and the environment, Japan hopes to contribute to
building a cooperative framework for industrialized and developing countries,
and is determined to take active initiatives for the success of this
Conference. It is also from this position that we intend to continue to play
an important role in the negotiations for the framework convention on climate
change.

Hoping to support the upgrading of developing countries' ability to deal
with the need for environmental conservation, Japan intends to continue to

implement vigorously its development assistance, including the establishment
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of the United Nations Enviromment Programme Interanational Environmental
Technology Centre in Japan and its support for the sustainable management of

tropical forestry resources through, for eoxample, the International Tropical

Timber Orgenization.
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Creating 8 world in which human values are respected and people
everyvhere can lead lives of dignity is beyond the capabilities of sny single
nation and is truly a task for all humankind. As the tirst step in creating
such a world, it is essential that the fundamental human rights of everyone be
guaranteed, and that all people be enabled to exercise their God-given
abilities. Believing that respect for human rights is a universal value and
the foundation of world peace and stability, Jspan is making an active effort
to have human rights respected and promoted world-wide. We are thus concerned
that there are still some countries where these fundamental human rights are
not yet respected.

The wave of democratisation in Eastern Europe has swelled to a major
current of democratisation world-wide and has sparked global reforms. This
April the Government of Jspan stated that its official development assistance
will be extended with apociallattention to the following considerations: the
trends in military expenditures by the recipient country, its efforts to
promote democratization and to introduce a market-oriented economy, and the
situation with regard to securing basic human rights and freedoms. In line
with this approach, Japan intends through its aid to support and contribute to
efforts for democratization and economic reforms world-wide.

The tragedy of an increasing number of refugees and displaced persons
generated by regional problems and armed conflicts in many parts of the world
is a direct affront to the concept of respect for humanity. It is imperative
that the entire world join together in extending relief to these unfcrtunate
people, said to number some 17 million, and Japan intends to continue its

vigorous assistance through the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
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for Refugees and other international bodimas. In this regard, Japan feels it
would be appropriate for a working group, to be organised with the
participation of international organisations and other interested parties, to
study the possibility of a system to forecast new flows of refugees and to
iasue early warnings.

There is an urgent need to strengthen the abilty of the United Nations to
provide relief assistance in the event of major emergencies. Measures must be
taken to atrengthen the coordination and cooperation structures smong the
humanitarian relief agencies under the Secretary-General and also to ensure
that the relief activities of these agencies have maximum effect. Believing
that it would be useful for all countries and United Nations agencies to form
8 stand-by aetwork for the provision of whatever personnel and relief goods
they can offer, Japan intends to take an active part in such an international
endeavour.

It is hoped that the United Nations will play a central role in
international cooperation for the creation of a new world order. Never before
in the nearly haif a century the United Nations has been in existence has
support for it been so widespread and expectations so high. This is perhaps
the first time ever that conditions have been so favourable for achieving the
high jdeals envisioned by the Organization's founders.

We are at a hiastoric watershed, and whether the United Nations will be
able to achieve the great things that people everywhere expect of it and to
create a better world for the twenty-first century depends upon what uses we
make of it and how well we as Member States support and defend it. Indeed,

the United Nations is what its Member States make it.
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At present I would be hard pressed to say that the United Nations is
capable of fully and effectively meesting our expectations. We need to create
a strong and efficient United Nations able to respond fully to the needs of
this new era, It is imperative that all States that value the United Nations
work together and with the Secretary-General in strengthening the functions of
the Organization. Japan, for its part, will be unstinting in its
cooperation. I should like, in this connection, to remind Member States once
again that the "former enemies" clauses in the United Nations Charter are
utterly inappropriate historic relics which should be promptly deleted.

This session of the General Assembly is a historic one that will consider
the new world that is emerging in the wake of the cold war and the Gulf war
and the great reforms in the Soviet Union. Recognizing that it has a historic
mission to do everything it can for the world order consistent with its
position as a nation of peace, Japan is determined to make the maximum effort
for the realization of a peaceful, prosperous and humane world for all.

We need to give further impetus to efforts of this kind in order to
achieve tangible progress. Let us join together to ensure that this
forty-sixth session will prove to be truly significant by providing that
impetus.

ADDRESS BY DATO' SERI MR. MAHATHIR BIN MOHAMAD, PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA
The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now hear an address by the Prime
Minister of Malaysia.

Dato' Seri Mr, Mahathir bin Mohamad, Prime Minister of Malaysia, was

escorted to the rostrum.
The PRESIDENT: I have great pleasure in welcoming the Prime
Minister of Malaysia, Dato' Seri Mr. Mahathir bin Mohamad, and inviting him to

address the General Assembly.
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Mr. MAHATHIR (Malaysia): Allow me at the outset to extend my

congratulations to Mr. Bhihabi upon his election as President of the United
Nations General Asysmbly at its forty-sixth sessjon. It gives me great
pleasure as a close friend of Saudi Arabla to see the world community honour
his country through his election to that high office. With his wisdom,
experience and skill, I am confident that he will discharge his
responsibilities successfully, guiding this Assembly session to a fruitful
conclusion,

I should also 1ike to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to
his predecessor, Mr. Guido de Marco, who has carried out his task with
dedication and innovative seal, contributing towards efforts to revitalize and

re-examine the functions of the General Assembly.
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It is with pleasure that I, on behalf of Malaysia, extend a very warm
welcome to His Royal Highness Prince Norodom Sihanouk, President of the
Supreme National Council and Head of the Cambodian delegation to the Genersl
Assembly. The United NMations, which has long missed the statesmanship and the
sbullience of the Prince, will I am sure be happy to welcome the Prince back
to the General Assembly. Malaysia is gratified to see at this session of the
General Assembly members of the Supreme Nationasl Council representing Cambodia
offering definite promise of a final solution to the Cambodian issue.

This is also an occasion to joir in extending felicitations to the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the Republic of Korea for their
historic decision to become Members of the United Nations as separate States.
That decision will serve to defuse some of the tension in North-East Asia and,
it is hoped, lead to normalization in their relations. As a friend of both,
Malaysia welcomes such dovolopmonti. May I also welcome as Members of the
United Nations the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Latvia and the
Republic of Lithuania, which have deservedly regained their soverejgnty. I
would also like to offer my felicitations to the Federated States of
Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands, Malaysia's Pacific
neighbours, who have become Members of the United Nations. Malaysia extends a
hand of friendship and stands ready to cooperate with them.

The world has witnessed in the last two years more revolutionary changes
than in the preceding 100 years. Without doubt these changes have opened new
and historic opportunities to build a better world, anchored firmly in the
rule of law, the sovereignty of nations and a collective commitment to social
and economic justice for all. The world is ripe for a new world order but it

is hoped that this new world order will not be one that is imposed upon the
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world by any particuler beneficlary of the current revolution. All Members of
this august body caslled the United Nations should participate in shaping the
new world order if we are to avoid the return of a new colonial era.

When the United Nations was formed after the Second World War, the allied
victors assumed the right to create a world order in vhich each of the flve
major Powers could veto anything that did not serve them. But then the five
fell out and the Eaat-West conflict divided the world into two antagonistic
camps. The cold war that followed not only retarded modern civilization but
converted poor countries into pawns and proxies, devastating their territories
and economies with confrontations and wars. That they were not fighting their
owy battles is clear from the outbreak of peace in every continent as soon as
the East-Weat confromtation ended.

With these experiences still fresh in our minds how can we be assured
that » newvw world order formulated by any one country or group of countries
will be good for everyone? We are already feeling heavy hands forcing us to
do this and not to do that. In East Asia we are told that we may not call
ourselves East Asians as Europeans call themselves Europeans and Americans
call themselves Americans. We are told that we must call ourselves Pacific
people and align ourselves with people who are only partly Pacific, but are
more American, Atlantic and European. We may not have an identity that is not
permitted, nor may we work together on the basis of that identity. 1Is this a
foretaste of the new world order that we must submit to?

Democracy and only democracy is legitimate and permissible now. No one
really disputes this. In fact, speaking for Malaysia, we can think of no
alternative but democracy in the context of our pluralistic society. We can

also affirm that we have no intention of siding with despots or tyrants or
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those who deny their people their right to democratic government. But is
there only one form of democracy or only one high priest to interpret it?

We see differences in the practice of democracy even among those who are
preaching democracy to us. Can only the preachers have the right to interpret
democracy, to practise it as they deem fit, and to force their interpretations
on others? Cannot the converts too interpret the details, if not the basics?
1f democracy means the right to carry guns, to flaunt homosexuality, to
disregard the inatitution of marriage, to disrupt and damage the well-being of
the community in the name of individual rights, to destroy a particular faith,
to have privileged institutions which are sacrosanct even if they indulge in
lies and inastigations which undermine society, the economy and international
relations, and the right to permit foreigners to break national laws, then if
these are the essential details, cannot the new converts opt to reject them?
We the converts will accept the basics but what is the meaning of democracy if
we have no right of choice at all or if democracy means that our people are
consistently subjected to instability and disruption and economic weaknesses
which make us subject to manipulation by the powerful democracies of the
world? Hegemony by democratic Powers is nc less oppressive than hegemony by
totalitarian States.

Democracy means majority rule. The minority must have their rights but
do these rights include depial of the rights of the majority? Admittedly, the
majority may not oppress the minority but if the minority exercise their
rights without responsibility, become the agents of foreign democracies and
try to weaken their own country so as to make it s client State to certain
democratic Powers, must the majority in the name cf democracy submit to the

minority?



PRE/mh A/46/PV.7
84-85

(Mr, Mahathir, Malaysia)

If democracy is ¢~ be the only acceptable system of goverament within
States., should there not alsc be democracy among the States of the world? In
the United Nations we are equal, but five are more equal than the rest of the
166. Seven countries on their own lay down the laws which affect adversely
the economies of others. A few nations on their own have takem it upon
themselves to determine the new world order. Powerful trade blocs demand
voluntary restraints and impose laws and rules extraterritorially. Clearly,
the States of the world are not equal; not in the United Rations, not
anywhere. If democracy is such an equitable concept, why must we accept
inequality between nations?

All these point towards unhealthy and undemocratic relations between
pations. Yet equality and freedom are supposed to be the sole guiding

principles of this modern civilization.
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When the United Nations was formed, in 1945, the victors of the Becond
World War arrogated to themselves the right to dlctate the roles of and the
distribution of power between, nations. Many things have happened since
then. The victors of 1945 are no longer the dominant players in world
affairs. New powerful nations have emerged, while some major Powers have
changed structurally; new ideas about rights and wrongs and democracy have
crystallised. Are we going to be shackled forever to the results of the
Second World War?

If international democracy as represented by the United Nations is to be
meaningful and effective, there must be an infusion of some of the current
ideas and realities. The world needs policing, as the Gulf War demonstrated.
But are we to have self-appointed policemen. or are we to have a police force
that is beholden to this body, the United Nations?

Police action by the United Nations needs to be governed by principles
and rules. l.aying seige to a castle or a city until the people had to eat
rats or starve may have seemed appropriate and acceptable in the olden days.
But can our conscience remain clear if a whole nation is starved into
submission? Can our conscience be clear if the principal victims are the old
and the infirm, pregnant women and newborn children, the young and the
innocent?

With the advent of modern weapons, should wars be fought or police actio
taken by destroying the recalcitrant nation totally in order to avoid
casualties among our police force, and above 2ll to avoid the demoralizing
effect of coffins being brought home? 1Is it truly possible that everything

that is hit by massive bombs and rockets is military in nature?
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Is the Geneva Convention still relevant in the conduct of war? We
condemn chemical warfare, but must we still have nuclear weapons around? Are
the people who posseas them concerned about the horrendous effects of these
weapons and are they responsible enough not to use them other than as a
deterrent? Who determines when a deterrent is needed?

The leaders of nuclear nations, the people who will push the nuclear
buttons, are not gafe, as events in the Soviet Union have amply demonstrated.
We cannot even be sure that someone who is irrational might not become a
leader and gain access to the button. Accordingly, the existence of any
nuclear weapons cannot be justified in the present world.

The United Nations, which is playing the role of inspector in Iraq,
should extend that role to supervize the destruction of all nuclear weapons
everywhere. What is more, it should control the invention and production of
other diabolical weapons. Weapons for defence should be sclely for defence
and their capabilities muat be such as to prevent them from being used as
weapons of aggression except in a limited way. Research into new weapons by
all nations should be reduced and no weapon should be s0ld by anyone without
permits issued by the United Nations. Malaysia has joined efforts with other
delegations at this session of the General Assembly to work (owards a United
Nations arms register that will provide transparency and confidence as a first
step towards giving the United Nations comprehensive authority over
disarmament.

We need weapons only for fighting criminals. If a nation is subjected to
an armed uprising, then the United Nations should take part in putting it
down. Democratic governments should be brought down only by democratic

processes. Anything that goes beyond democratic processes should merit United
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Natlons intervention if it is requested. We cannot preside over the
Adisintegration of nations into ethnic communities, particularly if military
action had no role in the initial consolidation of a natlon.

Perhaps it may be asked why a tiny developing nation like Malaysia should
be giving advice on how the worll should be managed. We should not, except
that whst the world does, and what some nations or even individuals do, can
affect us - and affect us adversely.

Today individuals in some daveloped countries consider it their right to
tell us how to rule our country. If we 40 not heed them, then they consider
it their right to destroy cur economy, impoverish our psople and even
overthrow our governments. These people latch on to various causes, such as
human rights and the environment, in order to reimpose colonial rule on us.
They are helped by the Western media, which also consider it their duty to
tell us how to run our country. All these combine to make independence almost
mesningless. Our only hope lies in the democratization of the United Nationms,
especially as the option to defect to the other side is no longer available to
us. We want to remain indepeadent but we also want to conform to
international norms as determined nmot by some non-governmental organizations
or the so-called advanced democracies, but by all the nations of the world.

I1f we default, then it is the United Natioans and not some Robin Hoods that
should chastise us.

We are glad that the winds of change have brought about significant
developments in South Africa, which we hope will bring about
the dismantling of apartheid and the start of negotiations towards a pew,
democratic and non-racial South Africa. All this would not have been possible

without intecnational solidarity, without the United Natjons system playing a
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key role in putting the nqcessary pressure on Pretoria. Despite these
important devnlopments, international solidarity, as manifested in the 1989
United Natlions conscnsus Declaration, must be maintained to meet the
stiil-difficult challenges ahead and ensure a uuccessful conclusjion to the
process of change in South Africa. Right now priority must be given to
putting an end to violence in black townships, reviving the preparatory
process for constitutional negotiations involving the Pretoria regime, the
African National Congress, Inkatha and others, as well as addressing the
problems of social and economic inequities brought about by decades of
apartheid.

While the climate of peace and dialogue has benefited many parts of the
world, the Middle East ramains the most volatile region and the Palestinian
people continue to suffer under the cruel and illegal Israeli occupation. The
current United States peace initiative has raised the hopes of many nations,
including Malaysia, for an active peace process that would lead to a
comprehensive solution of the Arab-Israeli conflict, including the
establishment of an independent State for the Palestinians. We welcome the
initiative and commitment of President Bush and Secretary Baker in undertaking
this difficult tasc and we wish them well.

The plight of the Palestinian people touches the heart of every
Malaysian. We would like the Palestinian people to be treated fairly and
justly. If what they do to protect themselves is considered criminal, then
the same deeds committed by the Israelis should be considered equally
criminal. Governments which kidnap and kill people should be condemned even
more than desperate freedom fighters who are forced to use violence because

they can seek justice in no other way. The accelerated build-up of illegal
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Jewish settlements in the occupied territories is san act of unwarranted
provocation by the Isragli authorities and comstitutes a very sericus and
unacceptable obstacle to the current peace efforts. In our view, Jews in the
Soviet Union are better off there, where their entrepreneurial skills could be

put to good use to rebuild the economy of that country.
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Next year the nations of the world are expected to meet in Rio de Janeiro
to discuss the environment. If we are to meet there, we need to know whether
it is going to be a constructive meeting or a finger-pointing,
third-world-bashing session. If that conference is to be productive, we shall
have to face the facts and deal with them. Unless we accept the truth
regarding the sources and the causes of environmental pollution, rising
temperatures and osone depletion we are not going to get anywhere in our
efforts to reverse the process. If we go to Rio, let us go there to discuss
and agree on a common course of action on the environment and development.

The ides that the tropical forests can be saved only by boycotting
tropical timber smacks morc of economic arm-twisting than of a real desire to
save the forests. If selective logging and sustainable management are
prevented, and consequently the forests become no longer a source of wealth,
the worthless forests may be cleared in order to produce food crops or to
provide firewood in poor developing nations.

On the other hand, the vast potential for reaffnrestation has hardly been
touched. The deserts of California could be converted into a tropical forest,
complete with rain-forest flora and fauna, simply by pumping the ground water
and planéinq trees. Instead, the underground water is being used for golf
courses and artificial lakes to surround luxury hotels. If we can build
sophisticated warplanes at $1 billion apiece, surely we should have the
ingenuity and the money to create tropical forests out of deserts. Libya
should be congratulated on tapping underground water to irrigate its desert.
1t is shameful that nations richer and more advanced than Libya have done

nothing significant to green the world,
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The use of chlorofluorocarbons (CrCs) and fossil fuels is greatest in the
richest countries. Is there really a need for CFCs for spraying when a simple
rubber bulb can do the same job? Do the countries with huge populations of
monster automobiles reslly need to use them when small cars or efficient
public transport systems could use electricity generated by hydro-power
plants?

We in the poor countries should like to have some cheap hydro-elactric
power. True, we should have to sacrifice a few thousand acres of our
forests. But we can spare these, for we have millions of acres more. But all
manner of campaigns are mounted against our proposals for hydro-electric
projects. Now, of course, the World Bank will be used to deprive poor
countries of cheap hydro-electric power - and all this after the rich have
developed most of their hydro-electric potential. Can we be blamed if we
think this is a ploy to keep us poor?

If the United Nations Conference on Environment and Developmeut is to be
meaningful, let us hear now of the plans of the rich ti reduce their own
contribution to environmental degradation. If the sole approach is to link
aid to poor countries with what they must do environmentally for the
well-being of the rich. then the Conference will be a lost opportunity.

Economic growth in a poor country cannot depend on the domestic market.
To grow, poor countries must have either aid or free access to foreign
markets. It would be near-suicidal for poor countries to keep their market
for themselves. On the other hand, there (s every reason for the rich to keep

their markets for themselves.
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The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) was conceived to
promote free and equitsble world trade. But how can poor individusl countries
argue their cases in the GATT Rounds wvhen the huge trade blocs monopolise the
meetings? Who would listen to the plaintive arguments of a tiny,
insignificant third-world country?

To be heard, the poor must band together - not to form impoverished trade
blocs, but to lend weight to their arguments. And so the East Asia Economic
Group was proposad - not as a trade bloc, but as a forum for the nations of
East Asia to confer with each other with a view to reaching agreement on a
common stand to desl with a common problem caused by the restrictive trade
practices of the rich.

We are perplexed to find that this objective merely to have a voice in
international affairs is being opposed, openly and covertly, by the very
country that preaches free trade. It is even more surprising that there
should be such opposition when the North American Free Trade Association
itself is being formed on the basis of the principle of the right of free
association of independent countries. Can it be that what is right and proper
for the rich and the powerful is not right and proper for the poor? One is
tempted to suspect racist bias behind this stand.

Malaysia has supported the United Nations at every turn. We believe that
the United Nations is the only legitimate instrument for the creation of an
equitable world, for protection of the weak and the poor from the pressures of
the strony. We welcqme the end of the cold war, but we must admit to feeling
more naked and vulnerable than ever. There is nowhere to look to except the
United Nations. More than ever before, we need a greater role for the United

Nations in the affairs of the world.
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While we believe that a restructured Security Council has a vital role to
play, we should like to see 3 balanced constitutional relationship, including
accountability between the General Assembly, the Becurity Council and the
Secretariat in order that the United Nations may truly be made the guardian of
peace, as suggested in the Secretary-General's report of 6 Septembsr 1991.
Related to this, the Malaysian delegation has joined others in efforts to
deliberate on ways and means of revitaliszing the organs of the United Nations,
including the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council.

The experience of the Gulf conflict also makes it imperative thrst the
United Nations explore and put into effect all the potential for preventive
diplomacy. including a more proactive role on the part of the
Secretary-General and expanded peace-keeping operations. Malaysia believes
that the time has come for the international community to explore also the
potential of the International Court of Justice - the judicial organ of the
United Nations - as a means of fostering the resolutiom of conflict by
peaceful means and in accordance with the rule of law.

The international community is now at the proverbial crossroads. We
truly have a chance to build a better world through consensus and to use the
United Nations as the principal forum and vehicle for the achievement of our
objectives. We cannot afford to miss this historic opportunity to benefit
from the peace dividend resulting from the cessation of the cold war. It
must, however, be underlined that a global consensus approach requires
tolerance of different ideas and practices inherent in our complex and
pluralistic world. There is simply no place for an international order based

on hegemony and domination. Let us, then, work together as partners in our

common endeavour to build a better world.
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The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the Ceneral Assembly, I wish to thank

the Prime Minister of Malaysia for the statement he has just made.
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Mr. KA (8enegal) (interpretation from French): By electing
Ambassador S8hihabl of Sauvdi Arablis to the presidency of its forty-sixth
session, the General Assembly paid a tribute to his eminent professional and
personal qualities as well as do honour to his country, whose commitment to
international peace and security is well known to all. In extending sincerest
congratulations to him we should also 1ike to assure him that we are entirely
at his disposal as he carries out his mission.

To his predecessor, Ambassador Guido de Marco, we wish to express our
feelings of deep gratitude for the competent and committed manner in which he
discharged his mandate in the course of a particularly busy year.

To our Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Peres de Cuellar. we renew our deep
gratitude for his tireless efforts in the service of the noble ideals of our
Organjization.

It is fortunate that our Organization each day becomes more universal.
Last year Namibia and Liechtenstein were admitted to the Organization. This
year the Republic of Korea, the People's Democratic Republic of Korea, the
Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, Estounia, Latvia and
Lithuania have been admitted to membership in the great family of the United
Nations. We welcome them to our midst with the conviction that they will help
to consolidate the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter,

This year's session of the General Assembly is taking place in the midst
of the upheavals which have been taking place since 1989, as a result of which
a new political map of the world is being drawn before our very eyes. These
upheavals, which have brought about a radical departure from the antagonisms

of the cold-war era, have produced till now positive effects inspiring much

hope.
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Many peoples, which yesterdsy were subject to the oppressive yoke of the
systems and structures that ranm counter to their aspirations, are today
slaking their thirst for freedom and attaining their desire for emancipation.
On all the continents a new wind of freedom and democracy is blowing.

At the same time, the process of disarmament is being consolidated and
the way is now open for the settlement of conflicts which have thus far eluded
all attempts at solution.

In Angola, the civil war is coming to an end and national reconciliation,
which has been 80 earnestly desired, is now on the agenda.

In Liberia, the process of peace initiated by the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS) is proceeding apace and we hope that eventuvally
it will make it possible for the Liberian people to achieve national
reconciliation through free and democratic elections. Senegal, which has the
honour of presiding over ECOWAS, wishes to take this opportunity to appeal for
the international community's support for this regional effort to help Liberia
out of a crisis which has lasted far too long.

In Mozambique, a process of negotiations has begun. However, we regret
that this process has stalled, and we should like to encourage the parties to
the conflict, and all men of good will who earnestly hope to help this country
regain peace in national concord, to pursue efforts with a view to the final
settlement of a conflict which has already cost this friendly country so much.

In Southk Africa, encouraging measures have been taken to bring about the
eradication of a system that the entire world has condemned. Senegal supports
the continuation of efforts that have already been made in that country,
convinced as we are that men of the calibre of Nelson Mandela and of
Frederick de Klerk will successfully conclude their just struggle for

democracy and national reconciliation.
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In Cambodia, sigmificant progress has been made in the process of
implementation of the settlement plan aimed at bringing about an overall
solution in harmony and pence.

The new climate in iInternational relations has made it possible for us to
overcome a crisis which, by its very nature and bscause of its consequences,
was a major challenge to the credibility of our Organization.

Ever since the beginning of the conflict in the Gulf, my country has
upheld the side of law in condemning the inadmissible aggression to which
Kuwait had fallec victim, and once again commends the determination with which
the international community was able to easure respect for right and legality.

The unity and steadfastness of purpose with which the United Nations
restored the inalienable rights of Kuwait are cause for much hope - hope that
hanceforth it will be possible for our Organization to achieve its primary
purpose, which is:

"“To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the
attainment of thess common ends.”

This is related to the noble task which the international community has
the overriding duty to carry out today: and that iz to make sure.
unequivocally, that these hopes are not dashed.

It does not detract from the positive aspects of the changes which are
under way to emphasize that we still have a long way to go before achieving a
world of peace, justice and progress.

Along with the prospects for security, freedom and progress, chroaic
ills, such as underdevelopment and poverty, persist, and at the same time new
challenges are emerging which take the form of ethric or nationality

conflicts, the risk of civil war and waves of xenophobia, as a result of
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emigration which is today thu topic of discussion in many wealthy countries
and a matter of daily concern in developing countries.

That is to say that we find ourselves at a crossroads, at a crucial time,
when we must build a new order on the ruins of the old which is crumbling
before our very eyes. Thus, we are faced with all the problems of building

something new on what is old. This is a challenge tkat all nations must meet

together.®

# Mr. Rogers (Belize), Vice Presideant, took the Chaair.
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I1f, heretofore, the stand-off between the military blocs and the power
rivalries between them have snsured peace in one part of the world and have
even shifted conflicts to other geographical areas., it is now no longer
possible to make this confrontation an excuse for perpetuating intolerable
situations.

As a free and democratic country, as a country that is devoted to peace
through law, fully committed to the strengthening of peace and security and to
the enhancement of ianternsational solidarity and cooperation, Senegal wishes to
make its contribution to this consideration of this new international order
which the whole world so ardently desires.

The first consideration must be to ensure respect for law in
international relations. In our view, that is an indispensable condition for
a new order with which all countries, all peoples and all nations of the world
will identify because the new order will express their legitimate aspirations
for freedom, peace and social progress.

My country has always insisted that there can be no lasting peace, no
security and no justice unless all nations comply with the rules of law which
it is the responsibility of the United Nations to lay down.

And here we see the full meaning of the hopes that have been placed in
the resolution of the crisis in the Gulf to which I have just referred. The
unprecedented mobilization of efforts in support of international law during
this crisis should inspire future efforts in every situation where law is in
jeopardy. If justice is to prevail the law must be the same for everyone.

Is is not one of the fundamental purposes of this Organization to develop
friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal

rights and the self-determination of peoples?
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In saying that, I cannot but think of the tragedy of the Palestinian
people, who are still waiting for the international community to restore their
inalienable rights to their homeland and to a land where they can establish
the political aed social system of their choice.

Today. as laudable efforts are being made to organize a peace conference
on the Middle East, we cherish the hope that this conference will be able to
provide a framework for megotiations which, on the basis of the relevant
decisions of the United Nations, may finally initiate a process leading
towards peace, security and good neighbovrliness with respect for the
fundamental rights of the peoples and States of the entire region.

But in our opinion, the establishment of an order of peace and security
requires more than the implementation of real preventive diplomacy to manage
situations where there is a threat to peace.

The Security Council, which is eatrusted with the task of maintaining
internaticonal peace and s2curity. would appaar to be the ideal body for
carrying out this mission. The new atmosphere which has prevailed in the
Security Council should now enable it fully to discharge the authority which
has been vested in it by the Charter of the United Nations. - Would it not then
be desirable to go a step farther and anticipate and prevent these conflicts?

If the Council were to hold periodic meetings at which it would review
the international situation: it might be able to identify potential areas of
conflict, and then seek to contain the crises before they explode. In this
connection, thought should be given to strengthening the role of the
Secretary-General and his authority to send observer missions or missions of

inquiry to inform the Council about the situation.
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The Unitnd Natlons has already scored striking success in its
peace-keeping operstions and deserves our congratulations. We reaffirm our
willingness to continue to support those operations, which play such a useful
part in maintaining international psace. We believe that high priority should
be jiven to strengthening and expanding such endeavours wherever there may be
a risk of conflict.

Establishing and consolidating peace and security throughout the world
also means encouraging the emergeuce of regimes of freedom and democracy.
Freedom is a powsrful influence for peace.

Is it not significant, as we look at the history of international
relations of our dsy, we see that out of the approxinately 150 conflicts which
have caused bloodshed throughout the world since the Second World War, none
has pitted countries with a democratic system against each other?

Is it not sigpificant that freedom has been the true catalyst in the
present relaxation of the tension between the two bloca which were sntagonists
before?

As the Constitution of UNESCO proclaims: "Wars begin in the minds of men
and it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed.”
Constructing these defences of peace implies enhancing the values of

freedom, tolerance and respect for human rights.

And it is because, today, there is a consensus concerning respect for
these values that we are experiencing a new era in international relatjons.

These dynamic forces working for freedom must be encouraged for, as the

South Commission so rightly points out:
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“In the final analysis, the South's plea for justice, equity, and
democracy in the global society cannot be dissociated from its pursuit of
these goals within its owrp societies ... all these caanot but ...
increase the South's chances of securing a new world order" (The
Challenge to the South: The Report of the South Commigsion, p. 287).
Sesegal and all 16 members of the Economic Community of West Africa

understood this., At their last meeting in Abuja, Nigeria, on 6 July 1991,
they adopted a "Declaration of Political Principles”, which was aimed
precisely at giving them 2 firm foundation along democratic lines.

In that Declaration, the member countries committed themselses to:

“... promote and encourage the full enjoyment by all our peoples of their

fundamental human rights, especially their political, economic, social,

cultural, and other rights inherent in the dignity of the human person
and essential to his free and progressing developmeat".

By expressing in this way their profound attachment to the freedom of the
individual and the inalienable right of the individual to participate in the
building of the society in which they live, the countries of the Community
have committed themselves to making a positive contribution to a more just and
peaceful new world.

The primacy of international law, the prevention of conflicts and the
promotion of freedom are the elements which will enable us to build a new
international order capable of meeting continuing challenges.

To build a future that is different from the past means also and
especially that we have to meet the chronic challenge of underdevelopment. It

has been stated that developmeat is another name for peace. Eleven years ago
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the North-South Commission on the problems of international development,
prasided over by the former German Chancellor Willy Brandt, stromngly stressed

in its report entitled North-South a Programme f rvival

“where hunger reigns peace cannot prevail, If we want to banish war we

must also banish poverty.*®
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Yet today, despite this warning, poverty persists and is spreading.
Constantl worsened by the continuous decrease of raw materials prices,
foreign debt and the demands of structural adjustment programmes, this state
of affairs shows that international cooperation for development is still not
part of the renewal characterising recent international relations. It is an
overwhelming fact: crushed under the weight of indebtedness and the worsening
of the terms of trade, the countries of the South work and produce more in
return for less in order to pay interest that is itseif subject to foreign
currency fluctuations. The South continues thus to finance the North at the
rate of tens of billions of dollars yearly. Hence, the gap between the rich
and the poor is growing.

Admittedly, there is an increasing awareness of this unbearable state of
affairs and of the interdependence of the economies of the North and the
South. It is now recognlized that without solving the problems of development,
no solution will be found to global environment problems or to those of
immigration and drug trafficking, to name but s few.

Indeed, constructive initiatives have been taken to help redress the
endemic imbalance between the North and the South. I am thioking, in
particular, of the Paris Conference of September 1990 devoted to the problems
of the least developed countries, during which a Programme of Action for those
countries was adopted. I am also thinking of numerous individual initiatives
taken by some couptries of the North to ease the burden of some countries of
the South. Right here in New York, the eighteenth special session of the
General Assembly in April 199C identified the recovery of growth in the
developing countries as the most serious challenge of the 1990s, while

endeavouring to raise international cooperation to the level of that challenge.
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However, we must, of course, go further. In the General Assembly last
year President Frangois Mitterrand introduced the idea of an international
plan of assistance to the developing world, financed by new resources, a plan
designed to bring together for a substantive debate the actors in the “"tragedy
of modern times"”, that of underdevelopment. Thesas resources could be made
available, because with the coming cessation of the arms race, considerable
means will be released as part of what is called "“the peace dividend”. The
long-expressed call for disarmament in favour of development thus becomes even
more urgent today. In this rogard, it should be noted that the International
Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development, held in
New York in September 1987, recognized the moral and political link between
disarmament and development and the fact that that link should be given
practical effect through specific measures taken regionally and
internationally.

Therefore, we beslieve that the time has come to resume consideration of
this question and to ensure that at least part of the huge resources
heretofore devoted to the arms race is tranaferred to development tasks.
However, the idea of an international plan of assistance to the developing
world calls for establishing a North-South dialogue, which is indispensable
for the renewing of international economic relations. Deeply aware of this
nead, Senegal, together with India, Venezuela and Egypt, took the initiative
on the occasion of the bicentennial of the French Revolution in Paris in July
1989 of launching informal discussions on this topic with some countries of
the North. This effort is continuing, and we hope that in the end the
resumption of this dialogue will be fruitful.

This dialogue in favour of cooperation is more desirable¢ than ever to
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establish mechanisms of cooperation for solidarity and peace batween the two
poles of the world. Just as indispensable as North-South dislogue is the
promotion of Bouth-South cooperation, which is an important element of
internstional eccnomic relations. My country, which has made South-8outh
cooperation an essential slement of its foreign policy, has slso been one of
the initiators of the summit group on Scuth-South consultation and
ceoperation, the Group of 15, which held its first summit meeting in Kuala
Lumpur in June 1990. This would be the kind of forum that would give specific
content and political 4rive to South-South cooperation.

It is in the same spirit that Senegal has worked, with faith and
determination, to promote African economic integration, which has currently
entered a new stage with the adoption, during the last summit meeting of the
Organization of African Unity, of a Treaty establishing the African Economic
Community. The future community will develop on the basis of regional groups,
such as the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), within whose
framework the 16 States of West Africa will endeavour to organise genuine
integration in the economic, social and cultural and even political fields.

We intend to continue these efforts and to intensify them, because we are
aware, as President Abdou Diouf has stated, that

“the solution to our problems will be found first of all in the

organization of the economic solidarity of our States through the

establishment of a truly integrated community”.

This statement of the Head of State of Senegal, the President of ECOWAS,
reflects as elogquently as can be our resolute commitment to achieve African
integration, which we consider to be a major step in our permanent quest for

increased well-being and progress.
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This leads me to speak of the specific case of Africa, which the General
Assembly considered once again a few days ago during s review meeting of the
United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and
Development 1986-1990, May I remind members that President Abdou Diouf, the
then President of OAU, was one of those responsible for the special sessjion of
the General Assembly devoted to the critical economic situation in Africa in
May 1986, which led to the drafting of this Programme of Action.

It is well known today that Africa has met the commitments it undertouk
within the framework of this Programme, by implementing the desired reforms in
conjunction with international agencies. We must stress that the other
partners have not done so. Thus, five years after the adoption of the
Programme, it is evident that there has been a net deterioration in economic
and social conditions in Africa, which was clearly noted by the

Secretary-General in his report to the review meeting a few days ago.
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But. despite the laudable efforts of the African Group, to our great
regret that meeting was unable to achieve consensus enabling it to adopt the
draft of the new programme for the development of Africa in the 1990s that had
been submitted to it. Hence we take this opportunity to appeal to the
international community to take at our present session, which will once more
take up this draft programme, the courageous meassures needed owing to the
unprecedented crisis buffeting our continent.

For our part, we shall spare no effort to bring this about.

For a country of the Sahel, like Senegal, which for years has been
confronted with problems of drought and desertification, environment problems
take on a special importance.

Aware of the fact that the struggle to halt the degradation of the
environment must first be waged at the national level, in its development
policy my country has given priority to the campaign against drought and
desertification and for the preservation of natural resources.

The importance and scope of the problems linked to the preservation of
the environment are such that it is possible to solve them only # a global,
planetary scale. International solidarity in this area is thus particularly
significant - all the more so given that interests here are so clearly
interdependent.

Indeed, the ecological health of our planet is today seriously affected.
The causes are well known: on the one hand, the enormous waste of resources
in the consumer societies of the North and, on the other, the desperate
struggle for survival in the poor countries of the South. Hence the problem
can be solved only through an approach that takes into account the close

relationship between environment and development.
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Fortunately, the international community has swiftly realized the scope
of the problem and its inherent dangerous on world-wide consequences.

The entry into force in 19839 of the Montreal Protocol on the Ozone, the
adoption in Basle, also in 1989, the Convention on Transboundary Movements of
Hazardous Wastes, the London Conference on Climate, held last year, the United
Nations study on the rhythm, nature and impact of climatic changes - soon to
be published - all constitute positive initiatives following upon this
awareness.

But these initiatives will have to be strengthened and broadened. That
is why we place great hope on the Conference on Environment and Develepment,
to be held in 1992 in Brazil. It should give us an opportunity to study in
depth problems linked to climatic changes, to establish principles that should
guide our collective attitude towards environment and development problems
and, above all, to work out a strateqgy for action likely not only to halt the
degradation of the enviromment but espacially to reverse it.

The economic crisis in our countriesz has led to social distortions
affecting in particular the weakest or poorest segments of our populations:
women, children and legions of jobless who are deprived of everything, even of
a future. Problems such as the advancement of women, the survival and
protection of children and illicit drug trafficking should receive our full
attention.

In this connection, my country reaffirms its unshakeable determination to
continue supporting the implementation of the World Declaration on the
Survival, Protection and Development of Children and the World Plan of Action,
adopted here in September last year by Heads of State or Govermment, on the

occasion of the first World Summit for Children.
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It is also an opportunity for us to appeal to the international
community, within the framework of the United Nations Decade against Drug
Abuse (1991-2000), to strive to implement measurss advocated by the Global
Programme of Action adopted at the seventeenth special session of the General
Assembly, devoted to Drugs.

I should like once more to insist on the fact that juvenile delinquency,
illicit 4rug trafficking, illegal immigration and so many other negative
socisl phenomena remain linked to the state of underdevelopment endemic to the
poor countries of the South.

The true solution must thus be found in the coucerted implementstion of
balanced development strategies that take due account of the rocial dimension
of economic progress.

Forty-six years aco, as the world emerged from the nightmare of the
Second World War, a hope was born and a conviction took concrete form - the
hope that men everywhere would henceforth know how to prevent the unleashing
of new wars by working together to ensure respect for the right of each
individual to freedom, dignity and justice, as well as the right of each
nation to independence and sovereignty; the conviction that the intellectual
and material resources available to mankind could now be devoted exclusively
to the peaceful building of the future, and that they could serve to overcome,
everywhere, the scourges of poverty, ignorance, epidemics and natural
catastrophes.

For many naticns in the world the evolution of the international
situation did not bring about the fulfilment of aspirations to justice and

peace. The seemingly irreducible antagonism of two super-Powers, each capable
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of destroying the planet many times over, ended up by making of international
relations a question of simple arithmetic: the weaskest peoples became mere
pawns and sach gain for one camp was a loas for the other.

Today, as this bipolar order is collapsing, we have an historic
opportunity to build a new world based on peace, justice snd progress. We can
achieve it if we strive sufficlently, for ve have the resources and the
ability. Mankind has already overcome too many challenges in the course of
its turbulent history for there to be any doubt that it can meet this
challenge of the third millennium. That is our fondest hope, and it is in our
common interest.

In welcoming this era of hope and freedom, my country fervently wishes
that the emerging nev world order will be the collective work of all nations
of the world so that never again will any country, any aation, forget that the
rule of law is a necessity for all States of the international community and
that this rule applies squally to all.

ADDRESS BY MR. FAZL-UL-HAQ KHALIQYAR, PRIME MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF
AFGHANISTAN

Ihe PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now hear an address by the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Afghanistan.
Mr. Fawi-Ul-Haq Khaligyar, Prime Minister of the Republic of AMghanistan,

was escorted to the rostrum.
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Ihe PRESIDENT: I have great pleasure in welcoming the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Afghanistan, His Excellency
Mc. Faxl-Ul-Haq Khaliqyar. 1 invite him to address the General Assembly.

Mr. EHALIQXAR (Afghanistan) (spoke in Dari; English text furnished
by the delegation): At the outset I wish to convey to Ambassador Shihabi my
warmest congratulations on his election as President of the General Assembly
at its forty-sixth session, and to wish him every success in carrying out his
high end responsible duties. It is a source of satisfaction that an
experienced diplomat of such high calibre and distinguished qualities has been
elected to this prestigious post. The fact that the President comes from
Saudi Arabia, a country s¢ close to the hearts of all Muslims, hs~ a special
significance for us.

1 should 1like alsc to express our appreciation for the valuable services
of his predecessor, His Excallency Mr. Guido de Marco of Malta, in succesfully
guiding the affairs of the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly.

The Republic of Afghanistan sincerely congratulates the Federated States
of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Republic of Xorea,
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Lithuania, Estonia snd Latvia on
joining the community of nations. It should be pointed out that our country
was among the first officially to recognize the independence of the Republics
of Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia.

My visit to New York and my presence in this Hall are not in pursuance of
the established tradition of utilizing this world rostrum to promote and
publicize Government and State policies. I appear here in the name not only

of a Government but also of a nation, a nation which for 13 years has been
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burning in the flames of war, That war has posed a grave danger to the
spiritual and physical existence of our nation.

During those fateful 13 years my country, Afghanistan, has been dragged
into the abyss of a conflict so wild and merciless that it has sent ome tenth
of its valorous and patriotic people to arnihilation and another one third
inty a miserable life of exile. This conflict has plundered Afghanistan's
cultural values and heritage and wasted its material wealth to the value of
the labour and money invested over the past 50 years in social and economic
development. Above all, the fabric of our society and our national unity, the
products of thousands of years of coexistence between inseparable elements of
our people and of their common struggle to safeguard the independent national
identity of the Afghans, have been subjected to a dangerous game.

Why has o nation that lived by the toil of its hands and the sweat of its
brow - a nation that bowed to nome but its Creator and harboured animosity
towards none - suffered such a terrible déstiny? Who is respoasible for all
the sufferings of the Afghan pecople? What are the reasons behind all those
miseries? We must accept that responses to these questions vary. Some
consider that awful poverty, the socic-ecomomic policies of previous
Governments and Afghanistan‘s unbalanced reliance on one of the world's blocs
are the main factors. Others blame the sensitive strategic and geopolitical
location of Afghanistan and the cut-throat competition of the cold-war Powers
and their regional allies for the expansion of their spheres of influence.
The degree to which these and other factors influenced the situwation may

vary. But what is certain is that the fingers of accusation and blame point

in more than one direction.
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The maip question now is thist 1s it now the time for us to bring each
of the relevant factors before the tribunal of history and to sit in
judgement, messuring and apportioning the extent of their respective roles and
responsibilities? Alas, not yet.

How can one deny that the bulk of the documents and evidence related to
external and internal developments concerning Afghanistan since April 1978 are
still being kept confidential? How can oune claim that the Afghans and the
world public have full knowledge of ail the facts as they were, not as they
were portrayed? Are we in a position impartially a;d fairly to evaluate and
analyse the events and their implications or to judge whether the continuation
of the present situation makes it inevitable that new factors will emerge to
protract the bloodshed?

I sincerely believe that under the present circumstances no one can say
the final word on the actual reasons for and causes of the bloody adventure in
our country, and that no ons has the moral right to delay an early end to the
crisis on that pretext.

Considering the interests of the Afghans and the dominant world trends,
narrow-minded and revanchist notions and attitudes must be set aside.

Instead, we must find a solution that will promote the salvation and thc good
of the Afghans and further the interests of regional and world peace and
stability. There can be no doubt that this must be a peaceful political
solution in conformity with humanism and the ethics of civilized man, with
Afghan traditions and with Islamic teachings and tenets. The use of force and
the settlement of problems through war have become rejected and abhorrent.

Notwithatanding the pain and wounds of the afflicted body and soul of Ehe
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patient people of Afghanistan, there is no reason to doubt the futility of
attempts to gain military superiority.

Furthermore, some of the important reassons for the emergence and
aggravation of the Afghan problem either have ceased to exist or have been
downgraded. The principles and foundations of cold-war-era international
relations have been drastically altered, and the bloodstained aremas of
East-West rivalry have become more and more limited. Two years have now
passed since Soviet troops left our country: there have been considerable
transformations in Afghanistan's State policies, functions and legal,
political and economic structures. Similarly, there have been palpable
changes in the composition of the parties to the conflict and in the policies
of their allies. Afghans - each of whom has lost at least one dear one - have
grown fed up with the destructive and fratricidal war. Nor is the world
prepared any longer to provide money and weapons for Afghans to kill Afghans.
Those changes, which result from the new way of thinking at the world level
and from the policy of national reconciliation within our country, heve

provided conditions conducive to ending our people's pain and hardship.
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My Government assumed the heavy responsibility of administration and
received the vote of confidence of the Parliament at one of the most sensitive
and critical junctures of our country's history. However, I have not hidden
the fact that the main mission of my Goveranment, as a qoveinment of national
accord, is to help facilitate the task of transition towards the establishment
of an elected new government in conformity with the aspirations of the vast
majority of the Afghan people. Therefore, it is not accidental that two
thirds of the present cabinet members are influential, noan-partisan
personalities and experienced technocrats trained in the West.

I must state clearly that in the preseant conditions of our country only
an insane person can cultivate the feelings of ambition and lust for power.
But what has compelled me and my colleagues to shoulder the heavy and
exhausting burder of govermment is our recogmnition of the awesome
responsibility which lies before us and all other patriotic Afghans for the
destiny of our downtrodden people.

We konow that ia the pressal cirltunsisaces mo govaerameat has the right <o
claim that it enjoys the support of all Afghang. But this fact can in no way
deny us the right to serve all segments of our people. We coasider this not
only as our right but also as our humanitarian obligation and our patriotic
and Islamic duty. We have earnestly taken it upon ourselves to serve as an
instrument of comnciliation and compromise amony the Afghan warring factions of
the Government. Hence, we have adopted policies which place the supreme
national interests of Afghanistan above all partisan, ideological, tribal,
linguistic and religious considerations. We believe that peace has hecome the
highest aspiration and the most urgent need of our people. Therefore, we

consider it our homourable and immediate duty to strive for the fulfilment of
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that aspiration. But we can accomplish this mission successfully only if
there is a real will and determination to bring about the cessation of war and
the establishment of peace on the part of all effective forces of Afghan
soclety. Such a determination could convincingly be demonstrated only by *he
practical readiness for the commencement of negotiations among the main
parties concerned. 1In defiance of Afghan and world public opinion,
unfortunately, some circles still harbour unrealistic hopes of achieving
military supremacy, hopes which impede the commencement of intra-Afghan
dialogue that could serve as a key for solving other problems.

How can one claim to be a proponent of peaceful, political settlement
and, at the same time, refrain from holding negotiations with the main
parties? Afghans throughout history have preserved the innocent name of
Afghans and have lived honourably as a united whole, fraternazlly and with
independence of judgement. Afghans have a common home: in order to salvage it
from the scourge of war, they should unite and find a sound formula. If we
iguUte Lhz aiylous avivau 10 the peace process, we shall commit a mistake as
grave as those who wish to negate the role of Afghans inside the country. The
defeat of repeated military efforts is indicative of certain hard and
objective realities which should be recognized and properly understood,

There is no doubt that the supreme interests of the nation will provide a
solid and firm basis for conciliation and harmony among the conflicting
realities. We fully understand that the years of confrontation and the
ensuing suffering have created a wide gulf of mistrust and hard feelings among
the sides. But the present and future interests of the country and of its
people make it absolutely necessary to put aside feelings of vengeance and

revenge, To attempt to settle scores and embark on a vendetta would result in
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a vicious circle. Mutual courage, graciousness and forgiveness are required
to reduce the deep sorrow of yester-years in anticipation of the happiness and
tranquillity of the morrow and to heal the psychological and physical injuries
of our devout people with the baim of national accord and unity.

The Government of the Republic of Afghanistan has made serious and
sincere efforts to eliminate the reasons and causes of disagreements and to
endeavour to bring ever closer the positions of the sides.

The following statement was made in continuation of several proposals
offered by Kabul on a political settlement on the seventy-second anniversary
of the country's independence:

"We are in favour of direct, face-to-face and unconditional talks
with opponents of the State of the Republic of Afghanistan, because
setting prior conditions would result in delaying the talks. The process
of negotiations with a number of opposition groups continues at different
lavels, while other opponents still have reasons which prevent them from
holding direct negotiations. We propose that talks hetween the
representatives of the Republic of Afghanistan and the opposition groups
take place in the presence of neutral third parties. In other words, the
Republic of Afghanistan is prepared to negotiate with the opposition
groups through the mediation of the United Nations or of the countries
interested in the Afghan problem."

The Afghan president, in reaction to the United States-Soviet joint
declaration last week, proposed as a first step the enforcement of a
cease-fire throughout Afghanistan and the commencement of talks between the

State and the Council of the Internal Mijahideesn Commander, leader of the
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parties and groups based in Peshawar and Tehran, the former king and his
followers, and Afgharn intellectuals living in Europe and America.

Afghanistan is a traditional society. In Afghanistan people hold their
aged and elderly in high esteem. In the present conditions when the flames of
war are ablaze in the country, our pecple expect their elders, wherever they
may be - among them His Majesty Mohammed Zaher Shah, the former king of our
country - to take an active part in extinguishing this fire. We know that all
Afghan personalities abrcad are alsc concerned about their country, but as a
proverb goes in the Pashtu language, "The ground burns where the fire is
set"”. The country and its people are awaiting them. Silence and indifference
in the present situation would be an unforgiveable sin,

From this authoritative world rostrum, I wish to communicate to the
Assembly and to the people of the world the silent cry of the millions of
tired and war-ridden Afghans whose lives have become a dreadful nightmare.

The international community, and in particular the permanent members of the
Security Council, should recognize their moral responsibilities in the face of
the disaster in Afghanistan by making use of the mechanism provided in the
Charter of the United Nations and lay the groundwork for negotiations and a
political settlement. Silence and indifference in the face of this tragedy of
blood, tears and fire would reflect a lack of conscience and an abandonment of
moral responsibility. Such inaction should not continue.

Here I wish to express the appreciation and gratitude of the people and
Government of Afghanistan for the serious and untiring efforts of
His Excellency Javier Perez de Cuellar, Secretary-General of the United
Nations and his personal representative, Mr. Benon Sevan, in helping to

achieve a peaceful political settlement of the Afghan problem.
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The Secretary-General's statement, which contained the five main elements
of a political settlement of the Afghan problem, represents the international
concensus and was supported by the Republic of Afghanistan and all interested
countries. These documents guarantee the preservation of national
sovereignty, territorial inteqrity, political independence, the right of the
Afghan people freely to choose the political ard socio-economic system of
their country and other values on which all Afghans are in agreement. The
Secretary-General's statement tahkes into account the nature of the Afghan
conflict and contains elements of a comprehensive, practicable, just and
honourable settlement for all the warring parties. These qualifications make
it possible to achieve a national accord around the Secretary-General's
statement, an understanding that has emerged among the concerned extern:l
parties. One of the salient elements of the statement is that, at the end of
the transition period and peace process, the basic need. of cur people,

namely, security, stability, democracy and development will be ensured.
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I urge this great assembly of nations to utilize its moral authority and
prestige to call upon all the Afghan parties and the goveranments concerned to
take steps towards implementing the Secretary-Gemeral's statement and to begin
negotiations to that end without any further delay. I strongly believe that
in the warmth of the national unity of the Afghans and world solidarity, the
ice of misunderstanding and hard feeling will break and, by virtue of their
traditions of thousands of years, the Afghans will find peaceful ways and
means of settling their problems and will embark on rebuilding their ruined
country. Our sisters and brothers who are away from their homes and hearths
will return to their relatives and friends; all Afghans will join hands and
adopt a socio-political order that will regulate their interactions with the
government of the State in accordance with their own wishes.

I believe that if we put asidé the personal interests of a few in the
Afghan plain, and curb the illegitimate influence and hidden intentioms of
certain circles in some countries, the remaining differences are not so
substantial as not to aamit oL a sclutliva.

The joint declaration of the United States Secretary of State
Mr. James Baker and the Soviet Foreignm Minister Mr., Boris Pankin at the end of
their talks on Afghanistan in Moscow is in fact a gigantic step towards
removing one of the barriers in the way to ensuring peace in ocur country. We
strongly hope that this constructive position on the part of the two
guarantors of the Geneva accords will receive the practical support and
cooperation of other involved countries.

We also hope that the recent visit of the Secretary-General to Teheran

and Riyadh and his discussions with the leaders of Iran., Pakistan,
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Saudi Arabia and with the two Mujahideen leaders, namaly, Hazrat Saheb
Sebghatullah Mujaddidi and Jenab Pir Saheb Sayed Ahmad Gallani may bring an
added impetus to the peace efforts and prepare the ground for negotiations on
the launching of a transition process. In the course of my visit to the
Secretary-General, we discussed all practical and logical options and
possibilities towards that end.

Afghans have repeatedly proved that they will not hesitate to sacrifice
their personal interests for the sake of the supreme interests of their
country; but they will not allow others to take advantage of the present-day
problems of the Afghans in order to impose their hidden intentions upon them.
Afghans, whether inside or outside their country, are extremely semsitive
about their natiomal interests and will not accept any interference in, or
infringements upon, their internal affairs.

We hope and expect that the United Nations will take some new initiatives

for political settlement and devise, through consultations between Afghans, a
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vengeance and vendetta, in line with the Secretary-General's statement.

We are not speaking here about the so-called rights of minorities.
Residents of Afghanistan are Afghans and Muslims. 1In fact, the gquestion of
minorities, as perceived in the political literature of other countries, is
irrelevant in the case of Afghanistan; what should lie at the centre of our
thoughts and actions is the need to ensure and safeguard the human rights of
all citizens of Afghanistan regardiless of their previous affiliations and
deeds.

The transition mechanism must guarantee this matter in a comprehensive

and reliable manner. 1 urge all peaceloving nations of the world that, while
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continuing their endeavours towards a peaceful end to the Afghan conflict,
they should also provide generous assistance to our people with a view to
eradicating the sad an¢ grim consequences of the war from the life of the
present generation throughout the country.

Our people long for peace. but they also need food, medicine, fuel and
other basic items. OQur country is rich in natural resources and its people
are hard-working, but the monster of war has limited the possibility of their
proper utilization. Once peace is restored, there is no doubt that
large-scale resources will be diverted from the war budget towards meeting the
needs of the people and exploiting our natural wealth to ensure their
prosperity. However, we cannot and, surely, must not wait for peace to come
to solve some of those problems, such as the.severe shortage of fuel and food
supplies.

Afghans are patriotic, religious, theistic, brave, proud and peace-loving
people. They wish to strwugthen friendly ties and all-out cooperation with
their neighbours and all countri+s ot the world on the basis of the recognized
principles of intermational law. In so far as they devotedly safeguard their
national interests and hopour, they also |[ay tribute to the rights and
legitimate interests of other nations., They wan:t to live in peace among
themselves and with all nations of the world and to be the enemy of none and
the friend of all.

Our country is in favour of having good relations with Pakistan, as a
co-religionist, neighbouring country. We are always prepared to negotiate
w. :h Pakistan about ways and means to invigorate our friendship and bilateral
cooperation, I fully believe that this very aim is in conformity with the

interests of the two nations and the whole region.
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We have historic common ties with the Islamic Republic of Iran. The
common language, culture, customs and our common religion have strongly linked
us to each other. We have wide-ranging opportunities to expand mutual
cooperation. We recognize Iran as a big country with influence over the
changes taking place in the region. We wish to promote and develop our
friendship and our mutually beneficial cooperation with Iran.

We also regard the People's Republic of China as a major meighbouring
country; in the past and in the present, China, as a friend of the people of
Afghanistan, has greatly contributed to our country's economic projects, such
as the Parvam irrigation project, the Bagrami textile mill in Kabul, the
300-bed hospital in Kandahar and so forth. Today, past limitatioas in
Sino~Afghan relations have been done away with. Our journalists, sportsmen
and private entrepreneurs travel to Chira, and a noticeable improvement is
evident in the two countries' relations, which is according to the wishes of
the two nations.

We are sure of our ever-growing. traditrisnally frisndly ralatione anAd
economic cooperation with the the Soviet Union and the Republic of India,
which have always assisted the Republic of Afghanistan in its efforts to
achieve peace in the country.

The pecple of Afghanistan attach special importance to their relations
with Saudi Arabia, as a big Islamic country where the Muslim sanctuary is
located. The house of the Lord and the holy shrines of Mohammed, the great
ptophet of Islam, and of the Caliphs have drawn our Muslim people to that land
for hundreds of years. We wish that ov~ Saudi brothers would not only respond

favorably to our call for a normalization of relations with Afghanistan but
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would also make use of their moral influsnce and siguificant role in order to
restore peace in Afghonistan.

The psoples of Afghanistan and Turkey are traditional friends to one
another. We hold in high esteem the memory of our geaulne cooperation with
Turkey through tens of educational, cultural, medical and defence projects.
The Government of Afghanistan will make use of every copportunity to expand aud
further develop friendship and cooperation between the two countries.

Our ties with Syria have always been frieandly, and the efforts of the
Governments of the two countries to extend bilsteral cooperation are
convincingly increazing.

Kuwajt, which has recently put a tormenting page in history behind i,
has always been a friend of our country. We are seeking nec=<:ary avenues to
promote out mutually beneficlal cooperation with Kuwait.

Long ties of friendship and cooperation cloasely link the peoples of
Afghanistan and Egypt. I believe that our endeavours to strengthen and
develop the traditional relations betweesn the two countries will achieve a
desirable outcome.

Afghanistan strives equally strongly to develop good relations and
mutually beneficial cooperation with other xrab and Isiamic cocuntries, relying

upon the principles of ths intazaatinnal law,
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Rormal and friendly relations with tha nited States of America are in
our national interests and are very important to our people. The many
manifestations of our multilatersl economic, scientific and cultural
cooperation with the United States include such projects as Helmand valley,
the Kabul-Kandahar highway, Kabul university establishments, the academic
affiliation system and the training of hundreds of Afghans in specialized
fields in United States educational institutions. These are well appreciated
in our country and evince the solid and friendly relations between our
peoples, We hope the United States Administration will take the hand of
cordial friendship that we have extended and will move towards the
cormalization of relations with Afghanistan.

Switzerland, to which our country has been compared by some tourista and
historians, has had a =pecial interest in the destiny of the people of
Afghanistan, The latest instance of this was the innovative visit of
Mr. Klaus Jacobi, State Secretary fo; Foreign Affairs of that country, to
Kabul and the surrounding region. This visit was ainmed at helping to
establish understanding and peace between the conflicting parties. We are
sincerely grateful to Switzerland for this bold act.

We al1so desire ever broader relations with the United Kingdom, France,
Germany, Italy, Austria and other West European countries, as well as Canada
and the United States. Each of these countries has assumed a noteworthy role
in the socio-economic development of Afghanistan, which is recalled by our
people with deep gratitude.

Even during the very hard years of war, we maintained commercial
relations with Japan, the Republic of Korea and other countries of South-East
Asia and the Far East. The restoration of peace establisles more propitious

circumstances for the association of Afghanistan with the economic foundations
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of this region. In 1liae with its economic policy, the Republic of Afghanistan
reiterates its demand for membership in the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation and is prepared to set up suitable economic associations
with neighbouring countries.

Attracting foreign investment constitutes an integral part of my
Government 's economic policy. Afghanistan stands ready to provide legally
guaranteed facil'‘ties for foreign investments from countries throughout the
world, without discrimination, in such varied fields as banking, air and land
transportation, industry, .onstruction, communications, the exploration and
extraction of mines, the establishment of agricultural and livestock farms,
irrigation systems, energy-generating complexes, and so on.

As one of the founders of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and the
Organizatior of the Islamic Conference (0OIC), the Republic of Afghanistan
wishes further to promote and strengthen its friendly relations with the
members of the Movement and OIC, and will strive to achieve their common
ideals. Together with other countries, we will make our contribution to
increasing and upgrading the role of the United Nations in settling global
issues and safequarding world peace, as well as implementing the objectives of
the United Nations Charter to the benefit of all mankind.

Afghanistan is a peace-loving, non-aligned and neutral country «~nd does
pot intend to pose any threat to, or commit any aggression against, any other
country. We enphasize that Afghanistan is genuinely and earnestly striving
for good relations with all countries, States and Governments on the basis of
mutual respect and interests, and to live in peace and tranquillity with all

nations of the world.
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This is our sincere message to all Afghans and from all Afghans to the
entire world. The Afghan nation has gained worthiness, respect and hcoour for
its struggle for peace and justice. Any feelings of solidarity and sympathy
towards this free-born and independent nation should be applied towards ending
its agonies and not to perpetuating and heightening its miseries and pains,

1 ask the representatives of free and independent nations to extend their
cooperation and earnest solidarity in assistance, and I pray God Almighty to
grant happiness to the Afghans and peace and prosperity to all humanity.

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank
the Prime Minister of the Republic of Afghanistan for the statement he has

just made.

The PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker in the general debate
for this meeting.

I shall now call on those representatives who wish to speak in exercise
of the right of reply.

May I remind members that, in accordance with General Assembly decision
34/401, statements in exercise of the right of reply are limited to 10 minutes
for the first intervention and to five minutes for the second and should be
made by delegations from their seats.

Mr, SUTRESNA (Indonesia): The Foreign Minister of Portugal, imn his
statement this afternoon, again found the time - thus abusing the precious
time of the Assembly - to engage in unfounded allegations and distortions of
facts concerning the process of the exercise of the right of

self-determination by the people of East Timor,
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What the Foreign Minister should not forget is that, in August 1975, the
Portuguese colonial authorities in Dili, in the most irresponsible manner,
simply abandoned East Timor after allowing the situation in that territory to
deteriorate to the point of civil war. In fact, after practically instigating
civil war by clandestinely turning over its arms and ammunition to one
particular political group - the Revolutionary Front for an Independent East
Timor (FRETILIN) - the Portuguese colonial authorities thereby utterly
mishandled the decolonization process. In fact, in so doing, Portugal has in
effect relingquished its responsibility as the administering Power, which even
FRETILIN underscored at that time by announcing the so-called unilateral
declaration of independence.

Hence, it should come as no surprise that the East Timorese people
considers itself no longer bound to any decolonization covenant with the
erstwhile colonial Power and assumes its own legitimate right and
responsibility to determine its own destiny. This it did by choosing
independence through integration with Indonesia in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and principles 6, 8 and 9 of resolution
1541 (XV), in conformity with its traditiomal democratic practices.

In August and November 1875, Indonesia was not even involved in the
tragic events unfolding in Bast Timor, although it had to bear the
consequences of turmoil in the form of 40,000 East Timorese refugees fleeing
across the border into West Timor. Indonesia‘'s subsequent involvement in East
Timor can therefore be seen to be as responding as correctly and in as

restrained a manner as possible to the chaotic and tragic circumstances which
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(Mr. Sutrespa, Indonesia)
unfortunately accompanied the decolonization process in East Timor. Far from
annexing, invading or occupying amother independeat State, Indonesia's role in
East Timor was precisely one of contributing to the process of decolonization,
inter alia by helping to ensure that, in its essence and realization, the
democratically expressed will of the majority of the psople not be overruled

by the armed terror and unilateral imposition of a ruthless minority.
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It is absurd to describe the prevailing situation during the past
15 years in East Timor, as the Foreign Minister of Portugal did, as one of
widespread repression and use of force. On the contrary, the people of East
Timor, together with their sisters and brothers of other Provinces of
Indopesia, have now engaged themselves in development., covering all aspects of
their lives. After 400 years of colonial Portuguese oppression, the people of
East Timor sre now enjoying the fruits of freedom and development.

One's statements should be judged by one's deeds. The Foreign Minister
of Portugal spoke about the planned visit of the Portuguese parliamentary
delegation to East Timor. 1In fact, the two Governments have just agreed on
the terms of reference and modalities for that visit, as contained in the
Secretary-General's report (A/46/456). Representatives may wonder whether
Portugal is really sincere in seeking a comprehensive, internationally
acceptable settlement of the question of East Timor at the United Nations.

Now that we have reached this delicate stage in the process, we would have
expected that Portugal would also display some restraint so as not to poison
the atmosphere of confidence-building, which would undoubtedly greatly
facilitate the laudable efforts of our esteemed Secretary-General.

Mr, QUARTIN SANTOS (Fortugal): 1 wish to make some brief remarks
about what the representative of Indonesia has just said about part of the
speech delivered this afternocon by the Foreign Minister of Portugal - that
concerning the question of East Timor,

The representative of Indonesia started by referring to mishandling of
the decolonization process in 1975. We have already stated several times here
and in other forums that Portugal does not reject its share of responsibility

for the events that took place in 1975. We doubt that others can say the same.
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1 wish also to state that what we believe is at stake at this juncture is
not who is to blame for what happened in 1975, but how to uphold the
inalienable rights of the people of East Timor, including the rights they have
under the Charter and relevant United Nations resolutions. We consider it
futile and fruitless in 1991 to hark back to who is really to blame for what
happened in 1975, when those rights are still at stake and the problem still
exists,

With regard to the accusation of widespread repression and use of force,
which the representative of Indonesia describes as being baseless, I would
merely recall that the Indonesian-appointed Governor of East Timor,

Mr. Mario Carrascaldo, has said that at least 100,000 pecple were killed
between 1975 and 1985 &3 a result of famine and violence which spread over the
Territory during those years. I also recall numerous statements, texts and
testimony in various forums on various occasions, from such authoritative
sources as Amnesty Interpational and other international humanitarian
oirganizations,

Finally, the representative of Indonesia referred to the planned
parliamentary delegation visit agreed by the two Governments. We sincerely
hope that that visit will lead to a fostering of the process of dialogue
engaged in under the auspices of the Secretary-General with a view to
achieving a just, comprehensive, internationally agreed settlement of the
question. But Portugal cannot bhe expected to remain silent concerning the
facts and the situation prevailing in East Timor. We believe - and this is a
firm commitment of my Government - that the best way to cooperate with the
Secretary-General in bringing this process to an end is by complying with the

appropriate resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security Council,
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resolutions such as Becurity Council resolutions 384 (1975) and 389 (1976),
which Indonesia has yet to comply with.
Mr.» SUTRESNA (Indonesia): I should like to say a few words in
response to what the representative of Portugal hss just said.

Yes, it is true that Portugal abandoned the Territory irresponsibly in
1975, and 1 could not agree more with the representative of Portugal that we
should not put the blame on anyone at this stage. But it should be recalled
that the situation we face now is a result of the irresponsible way in which
the Portuguese abandoned the Territory and mishandled the decolonization
process in East Timor.

Secondly, Indonesia also sincerely hopes - this has already been stated
and continues to be Indonesia's position - that the visit of the parliamentary
delegation to East Timor will facilitate finding a comprehensive and
internationally acceptable settlement of the question of East Timor at the
United Nations. The point I vas trying to make was: Now that we have agreed
to the visit we should restrain ourselves. Instead of launching attacks and
indulging in baseless allegations and accusations, why do we not restrain
ourselves and try to build confidence between us, so that both sides are
establishing an atmosphere of confidence, in order that the objective of the
visit can be achieved in a manner conducive to the attainment of an
internationally acceptable settlement.

Mr. QUARTIN SANTOS (Portugal): The representative of Indonesia has
again spoken about an "abandoanment™ by the Portuguese authorities in
August 1975. Although we do not want to engage in any controversy today about
what happened then, in view of what is at stake I should like to remind the

Assembly that as late as 3 November 1975, after a meeting between the Foreign
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Ministers of Indonesia and Portugal, Indonesia recognized that the

reaponsihility for carrying out the decolonisation proceas was still

Portugal ‘s,
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I should like also to state that my Government shares with the Indonesian
Government the hope that the visit to be undertaken soon will facilitate also
the efforts towards the achievement of a just and comprehensive international
settlement on the question of East Timor. It is still a question that refers
to a Non-Self-Governing Territory included im the agenda of this Assembly,
that of the Special Committee of 24 and that of the Security Council, and a
question that needs speedy resolution and settlement, with due respect for the

legitimate rights of the population concerned.

The meeting rose at 7.50 p.m.



