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Ihe meeting was called to order at 10.25 a.m.
ADDEESS BY HIS MAJESTY DON JUAN CARLOS I, KING OF SPAIN
The PRESIDENT {interpretation from Arabic): This morning the

Assembly will hear an address by His Majesty tho King of Spain.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the

General Assembly, I have the honour to welcome to the United Natioms
His Majesty King Juan Carlos I of Spain, and to invite him to address the
Assenmbly.

King JUAN CARLOS I (interpretation from Spanish): Mr. President, I
should like to tell you how very pleased I am to see the representative of a
country linked to mine by traditional ties of frieandship and cooperation
rasponsible for directing the work of the General Assembly. Your personal
qualities and acknowledged experience will comtribute to ensuring that this
session will conclude with successful results.

I also wish to underscore the skill and competence of your distinguished
predecessor, Mr. Guido de Marco, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Justice of Malta, and, in all fairness, to express the respect
inspired in me by the admirable work performed at the head of the Organization
by its very distinguished Secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, who has
made so many and such varied efforts on behalf of peace in complicated and
difficult circumstances.

I should like also to extend my warmest welcome to the seven new Members
which have just joiped the United Nations: Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania -

whose newly-recovered independence has given us cause for rejoicing - as well
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as the Republic of Korea, the Democratic People's Republic of Xorea, the
Federated States of Micromesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands.

Once again it has been the wish of the Spanish Governnment that the King,
by virtue of the functions conferred upon him under the Constituticon, should
address this universal gathering. He does so on behalf of a country which was
one of the first in history to decide to become a nation-State, and which as
such has been contributing since the dawn of the modera age to the birth and
normative development of international society. Thus, as a constitutional
monarch, I represent an ancient nation and alsc a young people which, for this
reason and also because it has recovered democracy and freedom, faces the
future with hope and enthusiasm.

It was also with hope that the founders of the United Nations conceived
of it as a ceatre for harmonizing the efforts of the world's people to zttain
international peace and security, as an institution designed to foster
cooperation among nations for the solution of their economic, social, cultural
and humanitarian problems and aiso as an Organization devoted to reaffirming
faith in the rights of man and the dignity of the human being by eliminating
discrimination based on race or sex, belief or ideas,

Since the San Francisco Conference, the world has undergone profound
trarsformations and has been subject to considerable change. Nevertheless,
our peoples aspire - today more than ever - to ordering their coexistence both
within and outside their borders in accordance with the same ideals of peace,
justice and liberty that constitute the fundamental triad upon which this
Organization has been based ever since it was founded almost half a century
ago. The best guarantee for a future of hope for all mankind lies in the

realization of these ideals.
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It im necessary to emphanize the many achievemants of the Organisation on
the lony, and Aifficult path leading to the universa’ realization of this
threefold idesl, which is enunclated {n the Preamble to its founding Charter.

The United Mations has contributed, in an outstanding way, to avolding
confrontation among States, to preventing tihe outbreak of armad conflicts, or
to limiting thelr effects on clvilian populations. 1t has »lso dsmonstrated
recently that the international community is capable of reacting effectively
and jointly for the purpose of facing up to aggression. And it continues to
carry out a commendsble effort of peacomaking in diffsrent regions of the
world, whether by keeping the peace in situations of potential conflict or by

promoting peace where jt must be re-established,.
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The United Nations has been £irst of all the spur, and then the powerful
driving force, in the process of decolonization which, in the short span of a
few decades, has radically transformed the structure and the very composition
of international society. Society has besen enriched by the accession to it of
many peoples and countries which formerly were colonized and which today are
represented here in their capacity of sovereign and independent States.

Nevertheless, colonialism has not yet disappeared from the werld, and for
this reason this General Assembly has proclaimed the 10 years from 1990 to the
year 2000 as the Interaational Decade for its elimination. I trust that this
noble aspiration may soon be reelized, thereby eliminating once and for all
any vestiges of anachronistic situations incompatible with the current world
order.

In this comnection, I caannot refrain from mentioning a colonial problem
which has not yet been resclved and which affects the territorial integrity of
Spain., Moreover, as members are aware, it is an issue especially sensitive
for all Spaniards. It is the issue of Gibraltar, and today I wish to
reiterate my hope that the Hispano-British negotiating process now under way
will be effective in achieving a solution compatible with the times in which
we live.

The activity of the United Nations system has been enormous in the sphere
of economic and social development, establishing guidelines and criteria,
endowing funds and programmes and designing structures for cooparation which
have benefited hundreds of millions of people on every continent.

The United Nations bhas also inaugurated a new era in the history of
international relations by introducing a whole set of mechanisms and

instruments aimed at promoting respect for human rights. In so doing, it has
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offectively delimited the scops of one of the principles on which
international society is hased. Now it is no longer possible in our Aday to
maintain that action defending human rights and evercised within the framework
of the Charter constitutes interfarence in the internal affaira of a Btate.
Thin ims certainly a decisive advance on the path to the protection of human
dignity from the abuses and outrages that may be committed againat it through
the arhitrary exerclise of public powers or of any other centre of power within
a soclety.

It in precime.y the success that Member States have achlieved in the
implementation of such noble aspirations that moves me to expreas the deep
respect. that this Organisation inspires in me. as well as my respect for the
work and efforts which the representatives of the reapective Governments
devote dslly to the ceune of peace in the world, to human freedom, and to
justice for all peoplas.

The peaceful solution of disputes, respact for human rights and the
fostering of the aconomic and social development of peoples constitute the
basic pillars sustaining peace. If one of them were to be removed, the entire
edifice would crumble. Hence, the international order which all of us
together must build.

In this endeavour Spain is sparing no effort to collaborate with the
United Nations. Thus, and in response to the Secretary-General's appeals,
Spain has taken part in the commendahle activity of the peace-keeping forces,
first in Namibia and Angola, and then in Central America. We are very pleased
that Spaniards - both civilians and military - are, with them, actively
contributing with colleagues from many other countries to the promotion of

peace and coaxistence in different parts of the world.
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In recen® yerrs, Rpain has also considarably raised its contribution to
the Organization’'s voluntary funds and programmes, ranging from thoae whose
purpose fa the promotion of devalopment to thoae devoted to the social groups
mont in need of attention, such as childrean, refugees or populattons affected
by natutral disasters. This commitment is due to the higher level of
devalopment attained by Spain in recent times. We undertake it with total
conviction and the Spanish Government intends to work resolutely towards thina
goal.

The and of the cold war has opened up very hopeful prospects for mankind
though the world is wnct yet free of tenaions and risks.

We have recently witneased spectacular changes, which, we hope, have
irraveraibly ushered in a new climate of datente and cooperation, where
confrontation and mistrust formerly reigned. The transformations now under
way in the Soviet Union and the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, the
vigorous revival of democratic ideals and practices in Latin America, and the
progresasive diamantlang of the system of apartheid in South Africa, as well as
democratic trends on the African continent, have led to the emergence on a
universal scals of a rejuvenated flow of hopeful expectations. But theae
expectations, which at taimes are conflictiug, are putting to the test not only
the structures and the chances for transformstion of many countries, but also
the capacity of the international community to respond to the yearnings for
democracy and progress of large groups of peoples who have recovered their
faith in themselves. We cannot forget that, just as freedom is an essential
condition for peaceful coexistence, t latter must also be based ou justice
and on the prosperity of pecples - of all peoples - who rightfully demand

adequate economic and goclal development.
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For all these reasons, although the United Nations has played a major
role in the changing world over the past few years, its role in the new world
now being reshaped will be even greater. In this new world, the ending of the
confrontation between East and West places more in evidence another division
which is no less dramatic - the North-South division. It is a world inm which
the differences between developed and developing countries not only continue
to exist, but are becoming even greater.

This imbalance has been particularly disquieting during the past decade
in Latin America and in Africa, continents in which the rate of growth of
resources has been lower than that of the population. The correcting of this
trend constitutes a challenge which we must face not only because it is an
imperative of justice, but also on bghalf of peace and security for all. 1Ian
our international community, which is closely interdependent, economic
deterioration in any part of the world gemerates negative consequences for the
other parts. A coordinated effort by the industrialized countries, in
conjunction vith the developing countries, is needed in order to stimulate
harmonious growth that assures a decent standard of living for the vast
sectors of mankind, who today live in poverty, or who are struggling to
overcome stagrnation or backwardness.

Now we are all much more aware that economic development is scarcely
possible if the rules of a market economy that allow for private initiative
are not respected. Despite its imperfections, the market constitutes an
irreplaceable guide for economic activity and is indispensable for a rational
allocation of resources. But, at the same time, it will always be necessary.
in the general interest, to complement it with appropriate correctives in

order to meet the needs of the least favoured sectors or groups.
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Societies camnnot advance if they do not pay proper attention to the
development of their human resources. It is important to raise the khopes and
living conditions of the population and their level of literacy, improve
nutrition and reduce the xate of infant mortality. These are important scecial
indices because it is the human being and not the State which is ultimately in
possession of the right to development.

It will be difficult to achieve these objectives if mational societies do
not organize themselves on the basis of respect for certain principles, among
which must be mentioned the rule of law, independence of the judiciary and the
safegquardiny of human rights. These goals cannot be attained if society does
not endow itself with political systems that allow for the participation of
the people and the free election of their leaders. One of the great
achievements of civilization has precisely been the designing of pclitical
structures capable of reconciling the essential equality of all people with
the diversity of thought and interests that provide their driving force.

From this perspective it is encouraging to note the emergence of a
consensus within the United Nations on these issues. At the same time we are
convinced that the easing of international tension and the end of the cold war
will provide many opportunities for slowing down the arms race and making
further progress in disarmament agreements, as shown by the recent United
States initiatives and proposals which have been welcomed so favourably,

These are opportunities which must be seized so that we can devote a large
part of the resources released to fostering economic growth and social
progress the world over.

I shall a2dd another consideration which is perhaps the most important.

There can be no sustained economic development if we 4o not respect the
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environment, which provides us with natural resources and is the framework
that sustains human 1ife om the planet which we share as our common home.

We must combine our efforts today more than ever before, in order to
eliminate the sources of pollution from the atmosphere and the air which we
breathe; in order to confront the dangers which threaten our oceans, seas and
rivers:; and in order to ensure the survival of the woods and the bioclogical
diversity of plants and animal species. This is the greatest challenge now
facing the international community. The settlement of these problems must be
a priority goal for all Governments, which must set their sights on future
generations. They have the right to inherit a living planet, and it is our
obligation to bequeath it to them. The United Nations also took pioneering
action in this area for the first time barely two decades ago, by including
environmental issues om the list of matters of global interest.

The United Nations continues to keep aflame the torch that was lit im
Stockholm. Once more the United Nations has taken the immensely important
decision to coanvene a Conference on Environment and Development next year.
The initiative is just as timely as is appropriate the decision to place
environmental protection within a context of interdepeadence for the purpose
of sustained growth and development for all countries. It requires aations
with wealthy economies to devote supplementary financial resources to the
developing countries and to be willing to transfer to them the technologies
needed to protect the environment.

Action by Govermments on & national and international scale is necessary
but not sufficient. Concerted efforts on the part of companies, the media,
the scientific community and non-goveranmental organizations are needed in

order to meet this global challenge.
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Much has baan done, but much more remains ror us to do. When prepsring
for the Conference, I am certain that members will be very comsciocus of the
fact that conservation and the improvemeant of the enviromment are the means to
the survival of mankind. And at this point allow me to indicate - as did the
Secretary-General last year - that just as the Organization‘s Charter is the
basic instrument governing relations between States, and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights that which regulates relations between the State
and the individual, the time has come to think about drawing up an instrument
that regulates the relations between mankind and nature.

We are on the threshold of a year of special importance and relevance for
my country, and also for Burope, for America and for the whole world. The
full integration of Spain into the Buropean Community will culminate in 1992,
at the same timo as the Community completes its single market and takes new
and decisive steps towards political, economic and monetary umiom. It is our
fervent Gesire and also a very firm commitment ou our part that this process
be directed to promoting stability and progress in continental Burope as a
whole, and also that it will be accompanied by the continuous opening up of
Europe to the rest of the world, as befits its historic essence and its most
genuine interests.

In 1992 - five centuries after the initial meeting between the old and
the new worlds - we Spaniards will take on the important responsibility of
hosting events as important as the Seville World Fair, the Barcelona Olympic
Games and the Second Ibero-American Conference, which will be the coatinuation
of the one held this year in Marico.

With all this, we hope that Spain in 1992 will be a meeting-place for men

and women from all over the world, a crosaroads for scientific and cultural
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contributions and spor.ing successes, and a setting for reflection and plans
for our common future. Far from baing 2 mere simplistic exercise in
exaltation, we would like the umniversal spirit with which the United Hations
is infused to preside also over the activities that will take place in our
country in 1992 ané to which all members and their respective countries are
cordially invited.

I wanted to share some thoughts with you on the major issues now facing
the international community as a2 whole. Mankind's very survival and the shape
of its future depend on the way that they are approached and resolved.

The international community is equipped with the most appropriate
instrument for meeting this important challenge: the United Watioms. For
this reason I wished today to reaffirm my confidemce in the Organization and
in its ability to attain increasingly greater heights of peace, justice and
freedom for all peoples.

Lastly, I should like to reiterate the fervent wish of the Spanish
Government and people, to participate in and contribute more actively to the
endeavours of the United Nations on the basis of the experience of our past,
our present energy and our hope for the future. Please rest assured that in
this lofty undertaking the United Nations may count upon the solidarity and

support of Spain and its King.
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Thse PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the
General Assembly 1 wish to thank his Majesty the King of Spain for the
important statement he has just made and for the words ha was kind enough to
address to me and to my country.

His Majesty King Juan Carlos I of Spaip was escorted from the General

Asgembly Hall.
AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. EKING (Barbadoa): S8ir, I am pleased to join those who have
already congratulated you on your election to the presidency of the
forty-sizxth session of the United Nations General Assembly. Your vast
experience of United Nations affairs and your consummate diploma ic akilla
give us every confidence that you will discharge your responsibilities with
distinction,

1 note with pleasure the enhanced representation of the Pacific subregion
in the United Nations. The States of the Pacific and the Caribbean, although
divided by geography., are close and constant partners, in this forum and
others, in the search for solutions to the unigue challenges confronting small
island developing nations. Our shared experiences, perspectives and
aspirations contribute a special dimension to the dialogue of this -‘iverse
community of nations. Barbados is therefore delighted to offer a fraternal
welcome to the new Member States of the Marshall Islands and Micronesia.

It is also of particular significance for my delegation that today, in
furtherance of the principles of universality of membership., we welcome into
the United Nations family the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the

Repubiic of Korea. We look forward to their active contribution to the work
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of the Organization and hope. in turn, that within the supportive framework of
the United Nations they will find a means of bullding bridges towards a common
future.

We also take pleasura In welcoming the republics of Estonis, Latvia anad
Lithusnia and salute the restoration of their sovereiganty.

May I also take this opportunity to endorse the tributes paid to your
distinguished predscessor, His Excellency Mr. Guido de Marco. We commend him
for his innovative use of the presidency as a catalyst for promoting dialogue
on weys to revitalize and enhance the effactiveness of the General Assembly.
We are confident, Bir, that under your able leadership dialogque will be
constructively advanced throughout the coming months.

Barbados alu? congratulates its regional compatriot,

His Excellency Mr. Javier Perex de Cuellar, for his careful stewardship of the
Organization over this complex and unprecedented period of ita history. The
unassuming brand of diplomacy of the Secretary-General and his high-level team
has contributed significantly to the recent progress in many of the hitherto
intractable problems confronting the United Nationa.

Now, at this critical juncture in iuternational relations, the choice of
a new Secretary-General is naturally of vital relevance to us all. The person
we choose muat be a laader capable of preserving the independence and
integrity of the post, a mediator capable of maintaining a healthy balance
among the competing interests represented within the Organization and a
committed activist who will inspire univeraal confidence in the ability of the
United Nations to fulfil Aecisively and impartially the vital functions
prescribed for it in the Charter. In making the selection due regard must

alao be given, iln my delegation's view, to tae principle of rotation.
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The wmumantous developmentas of the past two years have brought profound
and i{rreversible change to the condurt of relations among nations. The death
vf the cold war - and with it the rapid disappearance of the ideological
divide - has occasioned a remnrkable assembly of new partners, concrete
prospects €oc Jdissimament, expectations of trickle-down benefite of the
s0-called peace dividend and confident pronouncements that a new world order
is st hand. The suphoria. however, has been short lived. War and devastation
in the Persian Gulf and the recent dramatic internal disintegration of an
empire in the sast are poignant reminders of the difficult adjustments that
lie ahead in a world devoid of the familiar gtatus quo-

Recent developments in the Soviet Union and the reaction of the
international community to those devslopments show the extent to which old
enmities and suspicions have receded and the concept of global interdependence
has taken hold. On 19 August 1991 the Government. of Barbados publicly
condemned as unconstitutional and undemocratic the attempt to remove the

legitimate President of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics from office by

force.®

* Mr. Wilenski (Australiia), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) did likewise. The people of Barbados were
moved by the courage and digmity with which the Soviet people successfully
withstood this dangerous threat and they stand ready, with the internatiomal
commumity, to support them in whatever forms of peaceful association they may
freely choose for themselves.

We are, howaver, deeply concerned over the breakdown of civil order and
the outbreak of armed conflict in the Socialist Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia. We urge all parties to the conflict to pursue their goals through
peaceful means and to support the peacemaking efforts of the European
Community.

The Gulf War was a tragedy, not only for the innocent pecple of Irag and
Kuwait, but also for the international community as a whole. It provided a
chilling reminder of the extent to which the unfettered ambition of even a
single individual can sometimes destroy overnight the fragile and uncertain
world peace for which this Organization strives. It was of vital importance
that the United Nations should act im this far-reaching crisis to demonstrate
unambiguously that naked aggression has no place in the modern world and that
every State, no matter how small or militarily insignificant, has the
sovereign right to exist in peace and security.

The results of the encounter in the Gulf are not, however, in my
delegation's view, cause for triumphant celebration. They are an occasion,
rather, for sober reflection on the enormous human consequences of war and on
the ways in which we can work together to eradicate the conditioas for its
recurrence.

Forty yéars of cold-war polarization within the United Nations have

effectively prevented us from putting into place, under Article 43 of the
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Charter, the contingency provisions necessary for collective United Rations
enforcement action under the direction of the Security Council.

The Gulf crisis stands as the first post-cold-war test of the application
of the principle of collective security. The case of Kuwait is gui genmeris,
and the ad hoc coalition of interests that responded is ualikely to recur in
the face of other breaches of the peace. The new spirit of cooperation among
the five permanent members brings with it the prospect of a revitalized
Security Council, finally capable of carrying out its far-reaching
responsibilities under the Chartor. It is therefore necessary to put at the
Council's disposal the permanent enforcement tocls nseded to deter and, in the
last resort, counter aggression. Ad hoc mechanisms are of uncertain comfort
to small, resource-poor States like my own, which look to the United Kations
as the only impartial quarantor of their security. Greater impetus must also
be given to strengthening the capabilities of the Security Council and of the
Secretary-General in the prevention and resolution of conflicts.

Care must also be taken to balance the powers and responsibilities of the
Security Council through genuine consultation and involvement of the wider
United Nations membership. Indeed, the Secretary-General stressed in the 1990
Report of the Secretary-General on the Work of the Organization that

"agreement among the major Powers must carry with it the support of a

majority of Member States if it is to make the desired impact on the

world situation. It is the willing endorsement of the decisions of the

Security Council by the international community that cam best counter any

impression, likely to create anxiety, of world affairs being run by a

directorate”, (A/45/1, p. 13)

The end of cold-war tensions provides a historic opportunity for United

Nations diplomacy to focus on bringing lasting peace to the remaining areas of
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regional conflict. Barbados is heartened by the tentative steps taken in this
regard in the Middle East. W#e fully support the holding of an international
conference, with the participation of all the parties concerned, aimed at
achieving a just settlement that respects both the right of the Palestinian
people to a homeland and that of Israel to live in peace and security within
recognized borders.

Barbados further notes the significant progress made in the arduous
process towards a lastirg Cambodian peace and the pivotal role required of the
United Nations in the implementation of the final peace agreement. The United
Nations efforts in facilitating the process towards peaceful settlement in
Western Sahara deserve similar recognitioi and support from Member States.

In our region, Barbados welcomes the normalization of relations between
Belize and Guatemala and the historic moves towards a negotiated solution to
any outstanding differences. A relaxation of tensions between these two
neighbours will contribute enormously to streangthening relations between
Central America and the Caribbean Community. Concrete steps have already been
taken towards this end and I look forward to the inauguration, next month in
Honduras, of what I hope will be a process of reqgular ministerial dialogue and
cooperation between Central America and CARICOM.

We are likewise heartened by the recent breakthrough in negotiations
between the Government of El Salvador and the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN) and the signing of the New York agreement on
25 September 1991, which offer the first real prospects for the realization of
a definitive and lasting peace in that troubled country.

It is our earnest hope that a spirit of conciliation, dialogue and
good-neighbourliness will be brought to bear on remaining tensions between

countries in our hemisphere.
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Within this general stmnaphere of progress and optimism, last week's
evants in Heitl stmsnd out am an anachronistic blot upon the regional
landacaps. The Masmher Ststes of the Caribbean Community ware intimately
involved in the regional and Internaticnal afforts to assist the electoral)l and
democratization process in Haiti and are outrayed at the crude and callous
attempts to Lhwart the will of the Haltian people. Barbados will have uno
dealings with the usurpers in Port-au-Prince and fully supports the actions
taken by the Organization of American States aimed at reversing the coup and
restoring the legitimste government of Father Jean-Bertrand Aristlide to
office, It is imperative that the United Nations act in concert to ensure the
success of the regional effort.

Genuine and complete AQisarmament is an indispensable element for
consolidating poace. Barbasdos welcomes the important initiatives raecently
announced by the Governments of the United States and the USSR with regard to
nuclear disarmament and hopes that these will provide momentum for real
prograss in this vital area. We alsc fully support the renewed interest of
the international community in creating a regime for the prohibition ot
chemical weapons and other weapons of masgs deatruction. My country, Barbados,
stands ready to forswear thelr use in perpetuity.

The international community must permit the United Nations a more active
role in ensuring that disarmament qgaina in some parts of the world are not
offset by spiralling arma races in others. Barbados: im convinced of the vital
need for tranapsrency in the sale and transfer of weapons and supports the
creation and maintenance of the appropriate register under United Nations
auspices. Regional and subregional securlty arrangements should be actively

enccuraged under the umbrella of the Chartaer.
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Since 1982, countries in the Eastern Caribbean have participated in a
regional security system of our own. As vulnerable micro-States, we are
persuaded that increased militarization to counter a potential external
aggressor does little to enhance national security, but carries instead its
own potential for internal destabilization. We have therefore opted for an
arrangement that combines a minimal internal force with a joint rapid-response
capability to deal with any threat in any one of the participating
territories. The resources of the system are channelled when needed to other
areas of functional cooperation, including drug ianterdiction and Aisaster

relief,
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There is interest in expanding the system to include other territories of
the Caribbean Community, and a committee, which I have the honour to chair, is
actively pursuing the matter. This Caribbean initiative is consistent with
the provisions of Chapter VIII of the Charter, and we are confideat that it
will now enjoy the full support of a revitalized Security Council.

The issue of apartheid is one of the continuing concerns of my
delegation. While we are encouraged by the advances noted in the
Secretary-General's second progress report on the implementation of the
Declaration on Apartheid and its Lestructive Consequences in Southern Africa,
we are greatly concerned about the violence that has obstructed the political
dialogue so vital to the achievement of non-racial democracy in South Africa.
We therefore fervently hope that the Johannesburg peace agreement signed on
14 September 1991 will ensure an eaviromment of trust and security in which
the proposed multi-party conference can proceed.

In this context, Barbados supports the view expressed in the Abuja
Declaration of 2% July 1991 that negotiation leading to the drawing up and
adoption of a non-racial and democratic constitution is now the most urgent
and pressing gquestion.

We firmly believe that the international community should coatinue to
exert pressure on the Pretoria regime through the maintenance of financial and
economic sanctions until there is evidence of profound and irreversible change
leading to a non-racial democracy in South Africa. Only partial steps towards
that goal have so far been taken. Let us resolve to stay the course until
apartheid, that crime against humanity, is no more.

Many voices have proclaimed a new world order. Few, however, have

defined it. For the delegation of Barbados, that definition must go beyond
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purely military or political concepts. Ia the past few years we have
witnessed dramatic progress towards the universal attainment of human
freedom. But freedom cannot translate into lasting peace in a world where
hundreds of millions still live in utter poverty and deprivation, and where
23 per cent of the world's population enjoys 85 per cent of the world's
wealth. A new world order must be based on social justice and afford all
people the opportunity to benefit from the development of the resources of
this planet. Unfortunately, there is little evidence of any real prospect of
enlightened action in this regard. On the contrary, the gap between North and
South continuves to grow.

For developing countries to earn their way in the brave new world of the
1990s and beyond, urgent steps must iw taken genuinely to liberalize trade, to
alleviate the debt burden and to reverse the net outflow of resources from
South to North. It is essential that the Uruguay Round be speedily and
successfully concluded, Further debt-relief measures, including the question
of debt owed to multilateral financial institutions, must also be addressed.

The concept of sustainable and environmentally sound economic development
has been brought sharply into focus as the United Nations prepares for the
1992 Conference on Environment and Development. All nations share, in some
measure, in the envirommental degradation that has beset our planet and must
all work together to find solutions to this critical issue.

Indeed, the acceptance by the developed countries of principal
responsibility for global envirommental pollution is a step in the right
direction. Regrettably, however, acceptance has not always led to action.
Some have continued to treat issues which are ceatral to the success of the

1992 Confererce as charity rather than as a collective responsibility. Simple
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justice demands a higher degres of political commitment than has been in
evidence so far in the preparations for the 1992 Conference. We call on those
countries to act responsibly in the efforts under way to launch a new era of
environmentally sustainable development.

For my own country, the pursuit of sustainable development has been
hampered by contradictory signals from the North. Barbados has always
followed, without coercion, all the accepted prescriptions for development.
Our society has evolved against a background of genuine representative
democracy, respect for human rights and the rule of law, minimal military
expenditure, public accountability and careful management of scarce raesources
in pursuit of people-oriented policies. Recognition of Barbados's
comprehensive network of social services and high quality of life is clearly
reflected in the 1991 human development report of the United Nations
Development Programme.

Yet the irony remains that the international economic environment
provides no reward for good performance. At the precise moment when it is
being lauded as a model of development planning, Barbados has reached the
stage where its earnings in a fiercely protected market can no longer sustain
its accomplishments. For there is no supportive network to encourage
middle-income developing countries towards higher stages of development. The
examples around us seem to suggest that from now om it is to be a constant
game of snakes and ladders.

I referred earlier to the dialogue on General Assembly reform that is
currently taking place. My delegation believes that it is important to take
urgent steps to improve the efficiency and relevance of the General Assembly

within the Organization's aims and purposes. However, in our eagernmess to
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re-en~rgize the United Nations, we must be careful not to act impulsively,
without fully and carefully analysing all the implications. For we may yet
find that the problem may not have been in the existing system itself but
rather in the paralysis to which that system had fallen victim,

Mr, JAMEEL (Maldives): Allow me at the outset on behalf of the
delegation of the Maldives to convey to Ambassador Shihabi our sincere
congratulations on his election as Presideat of the General Assembly at its
forty-sixth session. His election is a tribute not only to his dedicated
contribution to this Organization but also to the country he represents, the
Ringdom of Saudi Arabia, with which tha Maldives has long had ties of
friendship and bonds of Islamic brotherhood. I am fully confident that his
wise guidance and leadership will enmable this session of the General Assembly
to deal effectively with the very important issues on its agenda.

Allow me also to express my delegation's deep appreciation and esteem to
His Bxcellency Mr. Guido de Marco, President of the General Assembly at its

forty-fifth session, for the distinction with which he discharged his onerous

responsibilities.
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Maldives rejoices at this session’s admission of seven new Member States
teo membership of cur family of independent and sovereign nations, taking us
yet another step closer to the realization of ths universality of the
Organization. We are indeed happy to see among us the Federated States of
Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands, which share with us many
geographical features and entertain similar political and economic
aspirations. We warmly welcome to our midst the Republic of Korea and the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, two States with which the Maldives has
long enjoyed a cordial and friendly relationship. We hope that their
membership in the United Nations will help provide opportunities for the
peoples of Korea to raconciles their differences and live in harmony. In
addition, we are delighted and honoured to witness the return to the
international community of the three Baltic countries, the Republic of
Estonia, the Republic of Latvia and the Republic of Lithuania.

As we are about to carry out the important and difficult task of electing
a successor to Mr, Javier Perez de Cuellar as the Secretary-General, allow me
to pay a special tribute to him and salute him with admiration and gratitude.
We in the Maldives will remember him as a man of wisdom, patience and great
skill in diplomacy, and as a statesman who served the international community
in difficult times with conviction and dignity. I take this opportumity to
wish him well in the years to come.

We have witnessed dramatic changes on the international political scene
during recent years. These changes have taken place in such rapid succession
that the world has had to hasten to adjust itself to the changing realities.
The events continue to flow one after another, giving us unprecedented
opportunities for peace and for building a new world order based on justice

and equality. This makes the current session of the General Assembly a very
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critical’ one. The United Nations. being the most universal of all
international organizations, needs to address itself to these changes. More
important, it needs to play a revitalized role as the quardian, as the broker
and as the enforcer of peace and justice in the world. Let us at this moment,
leaning on the lofty principles of our Charter, jointly show some creativity
and redefine our objectives as the founding fathers of the Organization did
45 years ago.

Among other significant events in recent months., we have seen the happy
ending of the cold-war escapades, and perhaps with it the Bast-West
competition for supremacy, which sadly haunted the human race for over
40 years. While applauding the players for their vision and courageous
decisions, we remain cautious about what the new world order promises us for
the future. The expectations are no doubt high, and the demands are
increasing as we go on dismantling the policies and alliances which imposed on
the world an unjustified status quo, inhibiting the process of peace and
justice. We are particularly apprehensive about whether this new order will
be fair to the developing countries - especially the least developed among
them.

My delegation is of the view that a new world order - if there is going
to be one - should be fair and just, based on the very principles we have
striven to put into effect in the past. It should be an order of peace and
peaceful coexistence, tolerance and sensible compromise, It would be a pity
if we were to allow fads of political hegemony, extreme protectionism,
hard-core nationalism, and/or racism to grow again under our feet as we sit
enjoying the comfort of the breeze blowing today: indeed this could have dire
consequences, The new order should be democratically formulated and jointly

implemented; an order that would address the concerns of the peoples in the
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North and Bouth, East and West., without discrimination or privilege. In our
endeavour to estahlish the new world order, we should never lose sight of the
lofty principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations. The new
order should have as ita pillars the principies of sovereign equality.
territorial integrity and non-interference in the interna)l affairs of other
nations.

The responsibllities of the international community at this critical
juncture in history are multifold. They include in the immediate term the
acceleration of the process of disarmament, peaceful settlement of ongoing
disputes, and the strengthening of the concept of legitimacy and the rule of
law in relations between and among States.

In this context, we de~nly appreciate the positive steps taken bv the
United States 2nd the Soviet Union in the field of disarmament. In
particular, we welcome the recent initiative taken by President Bush in
declaring the decision of the United States Government to relinquish its
short-range nuclear weapons. We are also encouraged by the positive response
from President Gorbachev. We hope that this historic Adecision will set the
tone for the long-anticipated process of eliminating all nuclear weapons and
other weapons of mass destruction. We would definitely like to sees an
immediate halt to the proliferation of nuclear weapons, not only in the areas
of conflict but also at the global and the regional levels.

Our attention is similarly focused at this juncture on the urgent need
for a durable sclution to the Arab-Israeli conflict, the core of which still
remains the question of Palestine. We feel that a just and comprehensive
settlement of the guestion of the Middle East will be possible only if the
process includes recognition of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian

people, including their right to se!f-determination and to establish a State
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of their own on their own homeland. We hope that the recent efforts led by
the United States. almed at the convening of a pesce conference, will produce
positive results.

The problem of Cyprus is another issue which Adeserves our immediate
attention. While supporting the relsntlesa efforts of the Secrestary General
to resolve the question, we sincerely urge all parties concernsd to make a
renewed effort to reach an early settlement of the dispute on tha basis of
Security Council resolution 649 (1990), which we believe meta forth a fair and
practical means of reaching a comprehensive settlement of the diaspute.

We have witnessed positive movements in South Africa towards the
abolition of the evil system of apartheid, which is an affront to the entire
human race. Although there have been some changes, it is a system not even
one iota of which is acceptable. Therefore, my delegation supports the
continuation of the international sanctions that haves heen imposed on the
racist regime until the whole system of apartheid is totally dislodged.

The recent initiative of the permanent members of the Security Council,
along with the relentless efforts of the members of the Association of
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), gives us hope for the settlement of the
Cambodian issue. However, we remain concerned about the situation in
Afghanistan, where, despite the withdrawal of foreign troops and the
agreements that have been signed between the parties, the fighting continues,
preventing millions of Afghan people from returning to their homes and
resuming a normal life. We call upon all parties concerned to resolve the

problem urgently.
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The Gulf crisis was an exparience from which (Che world learned many
lesaons. The awift and determined reaction of the international community to
repel the agyression againast Kuwalt should he commended. The demonatration of
the working of the collective security system emphaanized the need for
strengthening the concept of, and the mechanism for, international collective
security. It also highlighted the fact that such a system naeds to be
consistantly adhered to if international peace and mecurity is to be
maintained. There should be no Adifferentiation between countries on tho basaisa
of mize, power and economic wealth in the application of the Charter. The
Gulf crisis and many other recent events have also highlighted the
vulnerability of small Stateas and their need for international support in
facing security threats of different natures.

We remain strongly convinced that the issue of collective sec. ity,
including the special problems of the small States, should be kept high on our
agenda as we embark on & new international order. In the wake of the current
trend towards the easing of international tension, a trend brought about as a
result of dialogque and cooperation between the United States and the Soviet
Unjon, the United Nations is being asked to play an increasingly active role
as the guarantor of international peace and security. It is a challenge and
responsibility that the Organization can effectively accept only with the firm
and continued support of all its Members, particularly the larger and more
powerful States. For small States like the Maldives the United Nations has
always been, and will always remain, the best hope for warding off challenges
to their sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Therefore, the Maldives will be keen, with many other small Member States
in this Organization, once again to review the issue of protection and

security of small States during the curreat session of the General Assemhly,
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and we hopes that we will find the same support and sympathy amongsat the
mambers of this body as we Aid two years ago when we initiaslly put forward a
proposal on thia issue at the forty fourth mession. In this respect, I should
like to draw the attention of Member States to the Secretary-General's report
on the aubject, which recognised, inter alia. that because of their intrinsic
characteristice small Gtates may need a spaclial measure of attentfon and
support and that the internatlional community has a vested interest in
safequarding the security of small States. It also aald that small Statea
have a limited capacity to provide for their own security.

This is a very valid obsarvation witn regard to the realities that we
face in our countries, We have a very narrow economic base, and thus any
attempt to strengthen the security forces would entail a drainage of rescurces
from other areas of development. At the same time, even a very short
disruption of the political and economic mechanism of a country like ours by
international adventurers, such as narco-terrorists or mercenaries, would do
major harm to the economy, which might require a very long time to recover.

Environmental degradation is an insue which the new world order should
have on its priority list. It is an issue which could threaten the very
existence of many of our nations reprasented here at this Assembly. It has
been a key concern of the Maldives, given the threats posed due to global
warming and possible smea-level rise., which could endanger the very survival of
our island nation. 1Indeed, environmental disasters of even a minor magnitude
can have serjous implications in countries like the Maldives, a3 was evidenced
during late May this year, when we were hit by unusually strong storms,
causing extenaive damage. 1 should like to take this opportunity to express

my Government.'s sincere gratitude for the generous assistance rendered by the
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international community in coping with relief and rehabilijtation moasures
taken hy the Government in connection with this Adisaster.

In concert with other South Asian nationas, the Maldives is currently
involvaed in the finalisation of two important environmental satudies, the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) study of natural disasters
and the study of the greenhouse effect and its impact on the region, It is
our intentlion to have these two studies completed in time for the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development, to be held in Brazil next
year. The Maldives looks forwerd with eager anticipation to participating in
this very important Conference, with the hope that the Conference will be able
to draw up a global envirommental strateqy that will ensure the protection and
preservation of the eanvironment and promote sustainable development tfor the
benefit of future generations.

No agenda of a new international order could fa.l to include an item on
developmental issues. It is this magic term "development” that all countries
are striving for. All countries are aspiring tc better development of their
infrastructure, so that their citizens may enjoy a higher standard of living,
However, in what should now be called the 0ld order the opportunities for
development were not fair. A amall group of countries attained an extremely
high standard of living at the expense of the rest of us. The terms of trade
and other economic realities have been manipulated to maintain the group of us
called "the less developed countries” less developed. With decreasing
tensions in the political and military spheres, it is hoped that the resources
otherwise channelled to building weaponry will be utilized in helping the less
developed countries attain their aspirations. This we hope will be the peace

dividend.
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It is with theae hopes and amplrationa that we are beqinning another
seanion of the Assemhly. We have an atmoaphere which augura well for the
achisvemant of theses aspirations and hopes, which we have held for a long
time. We have never had an opportunity like this in the history of the
Organiszation. Therefore, we should not let this opportunity fade away.

Mr, GRANT (Guyrna): The political physiognomy of the world has been
profoundly altered within recent timea. The cold-war era, which genarated
awesome contending forces and so polignantly shapsd and influenced
internatlional relations for far too long, is virtumlly at an end. Gone are
the Iron Curtain and the Berlin Wall. The potential for nuclear conflict and
its desatructive consequences has heen reduced, as have many other foreboding
features of East-West confrontation. 1In their place have emerged a new trait
of independence and the outline of a new world order, which, albeit still
ill-defined, can be discerned by the eyes of faith and hope.

We have therafore entered into a new and promising era of global
relationships. Yet the image 0f the world is still clouded. Principles and
purposes which underpin the Charter of this Organization too often continue to
ba observed in the breach. International disputea have not always heen
settled by peaceful means, as the Iraqi i.vasion of Kuwait and its aftermath
confirm. Nor has the international cooperation for the solution of problems
of an economic character been as forthcoming as anticipated.

Hope for the future and concern for it consequently stand juxtaposed.
Even as the potential for nuclear conflict has been reduced, recourse to the
use of force to settle international and bilateral conflicts remains a serious
threat to the preservation of globa! peace and security. Even as regional

rooperation and integration become a gioha)l process involving the creation of
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1arge and powerful economic trading blocs, cartain States, driven by forces
more powsrful and more basic than nationalism, are undergoing centrifugal

experiences which presage their fragmentation.
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The centrifugal forces that have arisen from the catharsis in the Soviet
Union, Yugoslavia and elsewhere represent a challenge to the traditional
concepts of national sovereignty and territorial inteqrity. They raise the
ineluctable question as to whether the world will hecome a unitary
constellation as we have long anticipated, or eventually disintegrate into a
motley collection of fissiparous States. At the same time we cannot overlook
the fact that the collapse of the colonial empires and the ongoing
transformations in the Soviet Union have now brought the membership of this
Organization closer to universality. There is also an increasing surge
towards democracy, the promotion of human rights within all States and the
demand to be governed by consent rather than by force. Yet a reluctance
persists on the part of some of these States to extend in full the principles
of democracy and freedom to the relations between States and in
intergovernmental organizations. While they may not always be paradoxical,
global trends remain complex. While the world moves towards unipolarity in
political terms, economics has established its salience over politics and the
international economic enviromment has become more multipolar in character.
Yet the trend towards a unipolar political world in effect has narrowed the
options for models of development. As a consequence, more widespread
agreement now exists on the critical elements for promoting beneficial and
sustained development.

In the face of these complexities, it is incumbent upon us to analyse the
current trends and, to the extent possible, attempt to direct their course.
This should be a primary task of the forty-sizth session of the General
Assembly. We are confident that under the able guidance of

Ambassador Shihabi, we will not fail to find the way forward.
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We are for this reason eminently pleased by the election of
Ambassador Shihabi to the presidency of the forty-sixth session. This
Alstinction conferred upon him is a recognition not only of his ocwn diplomatic
skills, but also of the prestige of his native Saudl Arabia. I am happy to
note that our two countries enjoy excellent relatjons through long established
cultural and religlous tlesn.

1 also wish to pay tribute to his predecessor in office,

His Excellency Mr. Guido De Marco, the Aistinguished Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Malta, for his exemplary conduct of the
forty-tifth session of the General Assembly. He has been a fervent sdvocate
of the revitalisation of the United Natlions to serve the growing needs of its
membership. It is a plea that we muast certainly heed if we are to make thia
Organization adequate and responsive to the altered circumstances of today.

A similar c¢i1l has been made in his recent report to the Assembly by our
much respected Secretary-General on the basis of his long years of experience
as the world body's Chief Executive. And new demands there certainly are,
since with the passage of time, the international agenda has increasingly
expanded. As he demits office, the Secretary-General deserves our profound
gratitude for having quided our Organization through a most challenging
decade. We can pay him no better tribute, I feel, than to build upon his
accomplishments and further strengthen the United Nations.

1 have adverted to the principle of universality upon which this
Organization was founded. It remains for me therefore to welcome not only the
three Baltic States, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Latvia and ths
Republic of Lithuania, which have regained their independence, but also the
Democratic People's Republic of Koresa, the Republic of Korea, the Federated

States of Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands, which have
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elected to accede to membership of the United Rations. I am coanvinced that
these seven States will provide fresh dynamism to the Organization and
contribute fully to its work.

It was exactly 25 years ago, on 20 September 1966, that Guyana became a
Member of this Organization. Twenty-five years ago we dedicated ourselves to
democracy, its processes and its ideals. We resolved to preserve our
independence, to develop our resources with our energies and the assistance of
friends. Our aspirations today are no different from what they were then.
However, we know that we live in a world of stark realities and we are sure
that, given an opportunity to be heard, we can continue to contribute to the
establishment of a just and peaceful world.,

It took Guyana every moment of those 25 years to successfully assert its

right to participate fully in regional organizations and arrangements within
its hemisphere. For it was in January of this year that Guyana was admitted
as a member tc the Organization of American States. The road that we
travelled was long. And the journey would probably not have been at an end
but for the fact that our sister countries of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) were persistent with their call to the organization to extend the
universality of its membership to Guyana and its travelling companion,
Belize. Other member States of the organization also distinguished themselves
in the wake of the CARICOM call. Guyana has expressed its appreciation to all
of the member States for receiving it into the organization that is the bosom
of the hemispheric family.,

It is a source of great satisfaction to Guyana that it is marking its
twenty-fifth anniversary as a Member of the United Nations at a time when the

character of the global political enviromment is decidedly more welcome than
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any during our participation in the Organization. This is due to the new
détente that underpins the relations between Moscow and Washington. A world
order that was tenuously based on terror and mutually assured destruction is
progressively giving way to a new order resting on secure foundations of
confidence and predictability. I am equally glad therefore that there is now
the promise of far-reaching agreement on further measures in the current
negotiations on arms reduction. In this regard, Guyana welcomes the recent
proposals put forward by President Bush. WNow that those proposals have been
reciprocated by President Gorbachev, the world appears to be drawing closer to
the day when nuclear weapons no longer form part of the armoury either of
defence or of offense.

Positive action in the field of disarmament can have beneficial effects
other than improving the overall security condition. The link between
disarmament and developmenrt, which appears so obvious to so many States, can
hopefully now receive universal and ungualified acknowledgement, and agreement
can be reached on concrete steps to make it a reality.

While the positive developments in the area of arms reduction must be
welcomed, it is necessary to be alert to the heightened threat to security
that other conditions pose. The most pervasive are the parlous economic and
social circumstances of large sections of national populations. The
increasing pauperization of peoples the world over should be a matter of
global concern. So too must be those situations of conflict and turbulence
which, in the circumstances of yesteryear, seemed intractable and unyielding
to solutions. I am referring here to the Middle East, South Africa, Central
America, Western Sahara, Cambodia and the Korean peninsula, among others. The

prospects in relation to many of them appear less foreboding now,
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This is particularly so in Central America, where the remaining sparks of
violeace in El1 Salvador and elsewhere are quietly being extinguished. The
restoration of peace in Nicaragua and the recent establishment of diplomatic
relations between Belize and Guatemala serve to diminish tension in the area
and enhance the prospects for regional co-operation. In Cambodia we note the
establishment of the representative Supreme National Council, which has begun
the process of national reconciliation. In a still divided Cyprus, options
for the resolution of the conflict must be thoroughly explored in order to
safeguard the welfare and territorial integrity of that country. 1In Westera
Sahara there is still hope that & cessation of hostilities will permit the
emplacement of the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara
(MINRURSO) and allow the United Natioms to promote a settlement between the
belligerents.

Obstacles to some solutions in other countries and regions., however,
still remain, especially where these difficulties inhere in deeply entrenched
feelings ranging from notions of racial superiority to the primordial need for
territorial space, including beliefs stemming from the expression of national
dignity, culture and religion. 1In South Africa the iniquitous apartheid
cystem is yet to yield fully to diplomatic efforts. As a member of the
Commonwealth Foreign Minsters Committee on Southern Africa, Guyana holds the
view that pressure through the appropriate forms of sanctions should be
maintained on the South African Govermment so that it completes and adheres to
a programme that will make the process for the dismantling of apartheid
irreversible. The De Klerk Governmment must also conduct meaningful
negotiations with the authentic representatives of the majority for the

construction of a democratic South Africa.
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The Middle BEast imbroglio has been further complicated by the Gulf war.
But this very development makes more valid the need for an international
conference in which all parties, including the Palestinians, are involved.
Current initiatives to convene a regional peace conference are an encouraging
step in this direction.

In this hemisphere, the frigidity of the cold war lingers on in the
anomalous hostility between the United States and Cuba. To truly guarantee
world peace, it is imperative that détente be generalized. It is now time to
bury antagonisms which are the relics of another era. As a friend of both the
United States and Cuba, Guyana urges those two States to come together in a
new spirit of friendship and cooperation to bring full harmony to
international relations.

We realize of course that the ending of EastsWest rivalries is not the
panacea for all conflict situations. Clearly there are problems that have
their origins in circumstances other than the cold war. Among the most
combustible causes are territorial controversies, national aggrandisement, and
0ld ethnic hatreds. In the instant case of Haiti whose democratically elected
government has been overthrown by a military coup, it is the refusal of a
minority to accept the popular will of the majority. Such acts of violence
are thus a challenge to the role of this Organization under its Charter for
the preservation of international peace and security.

In many of the conflict situations to which I have adverted, the United
Nations has played a significant part in the search for peaceful solutions as
the recent Ministerial Meeting of the Movement of Non-Aligned countries in
Accra acknowledged. The Gulf war provided an opportunity for the Organization

to demonstrate its capacity to be effective when Member States stand by their
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commitment to the principles and purposes of the Charter. Yet there is a
danger in the new political dispensation. It arises from the temptation to
bend the intermational interest either to the national purpose of a single
State or to that of a concert of pre-selected Powers. That temptatioa should
be avoidead.

There is a widespread feeling that while the Charter makes clear
provisions for the maintenance of peace and security these could be utilized
more fully. The experience of the Gulf war has prompted a fresh look at the
Security Council, the organ primarily concerned with threats to peace. While
demonstrably active and influential, the Council can and must do more to
discharge the important role assigned to it. Imn this regard, it should seek
to develop machinery that is more capable not only of enforcing its decisions
and resolutions but also of preventing the eruption of conflict. Equally
important to its effectiveness is complete confidence in its modus operandi.
The Council must therefore appear at all times to be democratic and
traasparent in the conduct of its business. To achieve this, some reform of
its operation could be contemplated.

In the new enviromment of hope for mutually beneficial international
cooperation, the question of economic security looms large. Last year, this
Assembly adopted two constructive documents. The first, the Declaration on
International Economic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalisation of
Economic Growth and Development of Developing Countries, was agreed upon in
special session. The second, the International Development Strateqgy, recorded
our consensus during the regular session. It is a moot question as to whether
the provisions of these documents are being implemented with seriousness or at

all. We must not only agree on what to do but we must also do it.
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Meanwhlle, groups of nations are organizing themselvea reqionally to
pronote their common wconomic interests. Thia is a ingical outgrowth of the
global trends in the world economy. Guyana, Lnth as » membar of the Caribbean
Community and of other major regional aconomic groupings such ms the Latin
Amarican Fconomic System within the Latin Amarican and Caribbean rveglion, is an
active participant in the process of reqional cooparation and integiation. 1In
the wider hemispherlc context, tha President of the United States launched a
bold and imaginative scheme, the Enterprise¢ for the Americas Initiative. This
initiative admits for the first time in the history of the mconomic relations
between the United States and Latin America and the Caribbean of negotiations
on some of its elements, a situation that existed for the Caribbean Community
countries in their relations with Canada, and for some African, Pacific and
Caribbean countriea in their relations with the European Community.

This initiative has been widely welcomed in the region. Based on mutual
need, its progressive implementation through mature consultations can redound
to the benefit of the countries of the hemisphere to which it applies.

Despite the advantages afforded by regional economic and trading groups,
we need to ensure that those small States within them, no less than those that
are outside for whatever reason, are not marginalized. To avert this
possibility, good governance, coupled with the principles of equity and fair
play, must facilitate the creation of a level playing-field for all countries.

None the less, it should be observed that economic activity in most
developing couutries, with few exceptions, has slowed over the last year.

With continued recession, particularly in Latin America and Africa, the

decline has reached the point where the prospects of recovery are becuming
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remote. Poverty has become endemic, as a plague of social {118 overwhelms
most populations.

He have witnessed the sfforts of the African countries to pull thelir
economies out of the morass of stagnation and despair. It ie our bslief that
the critical economic situation in Africe, and throughout the developing
world, can be alleviated and tremsndou.ly helped by better terms of trade, not
just more aid. 1In this regard, we welcome the Japanese initiastive for a
summit with African countries to discuss the critical situation in Africa.

Fortunately, there is some recognition of the severe limitations which
distressed economies impose on the national capacity to honour debt
obligations. There is also grudging recognition that an amelioration of the
difficulties in the form of debt rescheduling and debt reduction im still not
sffective enough to bresak the impasae, even when coupled with restructuring
and reform of national economies under the guidance of the major international

lending institutions.
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Developing countries have made an eloguent case in favour of major Jdebt
cancellations, which have besen already granted on a bilateral buails to some
countries and which sppear to he an imperative for these nations if they are
to jump-start their economies to bring them into the mainstream of
international economic activity.

International trade, in particular agricultural trade, reflects a marked
depression in prices for primary commodities, which, despite efforts at
diversification, remain the only anchor for many developing courtries’
economies. Protectionism, regrettably, still holds sway in some quarters,
denying free access to our products. As a membsr of the Caribbean Community,
we welcome the injitiative of some countries., notably Canada, the European
Community, the United States and Veneauela, to open up their markets to our
region. We hope that the current Uruguay Round will eventuallv,
notwithstanding its halting progress, evince extensive agreement leading to a
rapid liberalization of world trade.

On the question of development financing, it is of particular concern to
us that the developing countries must now compete with the "economies in
transition" - a euphemistic reference to the States of Fastern and Central
Europe. As these States fulfil their desire to be fully integrated into the
world economy, it will clearly be necessary for the international community to
respond appropriately to their needs in terms of capital, technology and
organization.

It should he forcefully recalled, however, that other economies are also
in transition: those of the developing countries. There is an essential
difference, however. It is that the economies of Eastern and Central Europe

are in transition from a command economy to one that is market-oriented. On
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the other Land, the developling countries are already Intagrated into tha world
economy, but on unequal terms. The urgent transition that most of them
require is from underdevelopment, spawned by coionlalism, and attendant
poverty to the primary stage of the satisfaction of basic needs at minimum
levels. The response of the international community to those two sets of
nesds should, therefore, not compromiass tha requirements of either group of
countries. Accordingly, we echo the Secretary-General's call for an
international conference on development financing to address theses crucial
inssues.

A relatively recent addition to the global concern with development is
the environment. The rapid degredation of the planet on whi.n we live and the
dire consequences it has for our future have arrested the attention of the
international community. Fortunately, there is a broad consensus on the
urgent need for concerted action to cope with the dangers which unrestrained
national activities in this field can create.

Under the authorization of this Assembly, preparations are well under way
for the World Conference on Environmont. and Development, to be held next year
in June in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. It is, I believe, the most ambitious
enterprise attempted in international cooperation. As Guyana sees it, the
Conference should seek to forge, through negotiations and mutual concessions,
a compact which, it is hoped, will record international consensus on a complex
and interlocking series of issues and be truly reflective of the
interdependent character of our world. 1t is therefore criticel to developing
countries that the imperatives of development be not lost in the technical
debate on the environment.

From Guyana's standpoint, certain clear requirements should be

universally embraced if a successful outcome to negoriations is to
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materialize, These include the provision to developing countries of new and
additional resources, access to anvironmentally sound technology at no cost or
ona that is low., and also insti_utional atrengthening and capacity building,
nationally and regionally. More specifically. Guyana would urge that the
countrias that are endowed with hiodiversity benefit adequately from its
poasesaion and jts uam and that the relationship bstween biodiversity and
bio'achnology be comprehensively developed. As a low-lying coastal State, and
an an Amazonian country rich in biodiversity, Guyana is playing a full part in
the ncble international endeavour to provide anvironmental security.

Another facet of the multidimensional problem of development is the
international traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances. The
great strides that have been made in fighting this scourge must be
maintainaed. 1 am glad to recognize that there is now greater cooperation
between States and more involvement of non-governmental agencies in the effort
to reduce demand and curtail supply. The United Nations and its relevant
agencies are belng increasingly effective in playing a constructive role. Our
collaborative efforts must continue.

At this conjuncture and in the context of the profound changes of which 1
spoke earlier, what is requi-ed is structural adjustment that is
all-encompassing and thorough-going. There has tc be structural adjustment in
perception; structural adjustment in national economic organization; and
structural adjustment in international relations., investing them pervasmively
with the attributes and practices of democratic governance. between Statas and
within international organizations. It will not happen at one fell awoop. A
start has been made, but unless the adjustment i3 fully embraced we can face
the frightening prospect of new hegemonies and the marginalization of several

actors on the international stage.



NR/tA A/46/PV. 24
54

(Mr, Groemt. Guyana)

Guyana has been alive to those imperatives. Four years ago we emharked
up n the reconstruction of cur economy. The programme is being muccessfully
implamented with the cooperation of the international Institutions and the
bilateral assistance of friendly States constituting a support group. We have
encouraged the full participation of the private sector in the recovery
programme. We have opened our markets to trade and investment in an effort to
integrate our sconomy fully at the global leve). But the adjustment process
has been arduous and painful, especlally for the vulnerable sectors of the
population. In general, howaver, our ability to adhere to the programme
attests to cohesion within the society and the recognition that there ia no
viable alternative.

Central to this structural sadjustment programms is our belief that our
country's stability depends crucially on the maintenance and continued
enlargement of conditions of freedom in every sphere of national 1ife. This
belinf has found expression in a series of reforms that would place national
mlections, which will be held before the and of this year, and other aspects
of the democratic process beyond credible challenge. As my President recently
declared,

“1f 1T were to be asked to summarize the grand objective towards which our

current nation-building enterprise is directed 1 would say: to complete

as rapidly as possible the evolution of Guyana as a country of free
pecple, practising free enterprise in an open society."
We are unequivocally committed to the consolidation of a democratic order and
to the full development of the human potential.

Our Organization formed part of a new world order in the wake of the

Second World War. In lnoking back at the order of 1945, we find there are

today more voices representing wider and more varied interests. These
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additional voices seek to influence the orientation of the new order. Their
purpose is to ensure that it operates in the interest of the world's people
and that the results are symmetric.

Many occasions will arise for all Members of this Organization to
demonstrate by their actions their will to create a democratic new world
order. In Guyana's view, the current discussions and negotiations om the 1992
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development provide a unique
opportunity for the demonstration of that will and purpose. We can, if we are
alive to the urgency of the situation and to the requirements of the time, by
the results we achieve at that Confereace set a blueprint for international
cooperation in the future. Were we to fail, the new order would remain in a
state of prolonged gestation and the promise of partnership would be
postponed. Worse, the negative elements of the present malformed order would
remain to haunt us with grave potential consequences. The goal, therefore, is
to show that a global partnership is possible. Indeed it is an imperative.

Let us resolve to proceed apace to build a truly effective global partnership.
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Mr. TOURE (Cuinea Bissau) (interpretation from French): 1 xish to
add my volce to those of the preceding speakers, and on behalf of my country
congratulate Mr. Samir Shihabi on his outstanding electlion to the presidency
of the General Assembly at its forty sixth session. His talent, experience
and tact are guarantees of the success of our work.

We extend our deopest appreciation and gratitude to his predecessor,

Mr. Guldo de Marco. who so effectively gquided the work of the forty-fifth
session.

Seven new countries have just joined the great United Nations family -
the Republic of Korea, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the Republic
of the Marshall Islands, the Federsted States of Micronesia and the Republics
of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. On behalf of the Republiic of Guinea-Bissau
and its President, Joao Bernardo Vieira, and Government, I would like to
convey to these new Members and {ciends our best wishes for success in the
United MNations. 1 assure them of Guinea-Bissau's full cooperation and support.

We also wish to thank the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar,
for the tireless manner in which he has guided and inspired our Organization.
He hos introduced a new spirit and new dynamics into the United Nations system.

The forty-sizth session of the General Assembly is being held at a time
of both uneasiness and hope - while a new international order is being
discussed, poverty and destitution persist, in contrast with wealth aund
abundance. This unfavourable situation to the countries of the third world is

characterized by acute structural imbalances.
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On the one hand the economies of the countries of the North are steadily
forging ahead and, or the other. the overwhelming majority of those of the
countries of the Bouth are collapsing. The reverse finaucial and monetary
flow and the inequitsble distribution of wealth are gradually relegating the
poor countries to the sidelines. Indeed, international economic relations
continue to be based on injustice and inaquality.

The weakest countries, especially the least deveioped among them, are
taced with many challenges and are bearing increasingly heavy burdens.

In our opinion, there is an urgent need for international economic
cooperation to be based on the growing interdependence of our economies.

The constant dscline in commodity prices, the excessive foreign-debt
burden of the developing countries, reduced aid and the financial flow towards
the developed countries, and the deterioration of the environment - all are
challenges to the global economy.

The signing by the Prads of State or Government at Abuja of the Treaty
setting up the African Economic Community is indeed timely.

We in Guinea-Bissau believe that immediate steps should be taken towards
a real integration of transport and communications, with a view, in
particular, to the marketing and distribution of our products, For this
purpose, subregional economic prolecis am well as technical support
institutions must be strengthened,

We also believe that our economic partners of the North should endeavour
to allow our products greater access to their markets and to improve the

impact of measures already taken in this direction.
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Most African vountries are obliged to devote a large part of thelir meagre
export earnings to the importing of foodatuffs. Guinea Bisaau is no exception
and food self sufficiency can ‘'w attained only if our small economiea turn to
productive activities such as improved agricultural practices and better
marketing. storage and prasarvation techaniques.

The burdens of debt and debt mervicing are urgent problems that must be
resolved, and appropriate measures must be found to solve them. This may aseem
to be a problem between debtor and creditor countriea but the fact is that a
solution depends to a large extent on the political will of the creditor
countries.

We apprecliate the initatives already taken by some States in this ragard,
and we wish to express our gratitude for their effortes. Uanfortunately,
however, we note that the results of these sfforts have heen insufficient,
bringing economic growth and development in the African countries to a
standstill.

Guinea-Bissau is striving to develop its human resources, for they are
vital to economic growth for development. Thus, it is necessary to take into
account the related social factors, such as health, education, housing and 30
on. Along these lines, we urge our partners of the developeda world to come to
our assistance, with a view to enhancing and developing our human resources.

Our country is striving to provide its populastion with good education,
adequate health care, literacy training and education for all children of
school age. We are counting on international assistance to help us attain
these goals, for all such measures also aim at providing greater opportunities
for the entire population, sbove all, women, in education and training in

order to improve their economic and social status,
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In 3o doing, we should like to assure the international community that we
are aware of our respomsibility as the primary begeficiary of our own social
and economic development. None the less., we wish to make an appeal for
greater understanding and sensitivity to our cause in mutually advantageous
cooperation with our partners.

At this very moment, our National Assembly is in the process of adopting,
in a climate of sincere and open dialogue, certain laws which formalize the
process towards a multiparty system and the establishment of a pluralist
democracy based on human rights and fundamental freedoms. As we see it,
democracy means the participation of the people in decision-making concerning
the future and sovereiguty of the nation. We believe that the democratic
pluralism to which we aspire will strengthen our national umity and benefit
our country greatly by mobilizing all sectors for development, peace and
security.

The Government of Guinea-Bissau and its people deplore the recent events
in Haiti, The govermment of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, elected
democratically by direct universal vote and, what is more, in am election held
under the auspices of the United Nations, was overthrown by a handful of the
military with a thirst for power. Guinea-Bissau vigorously condemns that
deplorable act, which is anti-democratic and anti-constitutional, and calls
for the immediate restoration of the legal government of Haiti.

Following the release of the historic leader of the African National
Congress, Mr. Nelson Mandela, the government of Frederick de Klerk has taken
steps towards the elimination of apartheid. Nevertheless, we see that the
system continues to exist in flagrant violation of human rights. We welcome

the attitude of Mr., Nelson Mandela and that of President Frederick de Klerk
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and encourage them in all their efforts to eradicate the shemeful system of
apartheid. We urge the De Klerk government to eliminate apartheid and
establish a more just, democratic and multiracial society., Guinea-Bissau
believes that the universal principle of one person, one vote, must be applied
in the slections in South Africa. In other words, the right to direct
universal suffrage must be granted to all South Africans.

Guinea-Bissau is also deeply concerned about the Israeli-Arab conflict,
which has now lasted 43 years. My country encourages all initiatives that
might be taken with a view to settling that conflict. In fact, since the Gulf
War, active diplomacy has been at work with a view to the organization of an
international peace conference with the participation of 211 the parties to
the conflict. That diplomacy has afforded new prospects for settlemeat of the
problem.

The Middle East is a highly sensitive and unstable region. The cause of
this instability is known to us all. With the steady deterioration of the
situation in the occupied territories, the daily lot of the Palestinian people
is one of bitterness and suffering. We are convinced that the withdrawal of
Israel from the territories occupied since 1967 will lead to a just and
lasting solution in compliance with the relevant Security Council
resolutions - resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). Only in that way, we
believe, will the right of the Palestinian people to a homeland be respected.
together with the right of Israel to live in peace within secure and
recognized borders.

One year ago, here in this Assembly, we were discussing 2 flagrant
violation of international law and the use and abuse of force in viclation of

good sense and international norms of behaviour. At that time, Guinea~Bissau



BHS/fc A/46/PV. 24
63

(Mr. Toure. Guinesz-Bissau)
condemned the invasion of Kuwait by Irag. We are deeply gratified today at
the complete restoration of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Kuwait, a Member of the United Nations family and of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference. Now that the crisis is over and that the rule of law has
been restored, we appeal to the two fraternal countries to work together to
bind the wounds caused by that sad and unfortunate war.

That crisis has had negative consequences for my country. Guinea-Bissau,
as members are aware, belongs tc the category of least developed countries and
depends greatly on foreign aid. Because of this situation, we have had to
redouble our efforts to meet the basic needs of our social and economic
development.

With regard to Western Sahara, we congratulate the Secretary-General of
the United Nations on his tireless efforts to £ind a just and comprehensive
solution to the problem. We encourage the Secretary-Gemeral and his
co-workers to persevere in that direction. We also urge the parties to the
conflict to work together to reach a peaceful, just and lasting solution to
the problem. The Secretary-General can rely on the complete support and
cooperation of my country and of my Government for the implementation of any
decision taken in a spirit of harmony and dialogue for the maintenance of the
peace and security of the Sahara.

The Governmeant and people of Guinea-Bissau support the people of
East Timor in its just liberation struggle for self-determination and
independence. Or the basis of the mandate given him by the General Assembly
of the United Nations, we commend and encourage the efforts made by the
Secretary-General for many years to find a just political solution to the

problem of Bast Timor. The people of Guinea-Bissau, which has historic and
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cultural ties with the psople of East Timor, have witnessed with profound
sadness and anguish the domination of our brothers under the unjust occupation
of the invader. We are convinced that these abuses, which are known tc the
international community, must not oaly be condemned but must alse come to an

snd.
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We also uige the Republic of Korea and the Damocratic People’'s Republic
of Korea to continue on the path of dfalogue towards the reunification of the
Korean peninsula.

For our part, we are encouraged by the progress achieved in the dialogue
and negotiation now under way in Cambodia, which should soon be crowned with
success. We congratulate the parties involved, and particularly
His Roya) Highneas Prince Norodom Sihanouk., on his courage, self-sacrificing
spirit and great wisdom in dealing with the Cambodian question.

As for Yugoslavia, we urge the parties to the conflict to display good
sense and wisdom, for the good of the Yugonmlav population and for the defence
of the Yugoalav homeland. We support the initiatives in this respect by
Euorpeans and urge that they press forward with those initiatives,

The lack of significant progress on the question of Cyprus in apite of
the unceasing, and commendable efforts by the Secretary-General, supported by
the internationsl community, ia very regrettable. We believe that the
withdrawal of all the foreign troops would facilitate understanding among the
parties concerned. Respect for the independence and territorial integrity of
nations and of States is a sacred principle for the Republic of Guinea-Bissau,

We welcomed and hailed the signing on 31 May 1991 of the Estoril
agreement bestween the Government of Angola and UNITA. This act, which united
all the citizeans of that country, will certainly contribute to social progress
ar1 viable economic development. We are grateful to all those, near and far.
who contributed effectively and positively to the signing of that agreement,
in particular Portugal, the United States of America, the Soviet Union and the

United Nations.
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We are certain that our brothers in Mozambique slso will find the most
appropriate way to spsed up the process now under way so that in the near
future promising results can be achieved in the negotiations between the
various parties for the establishment of pesce and security imn that country
and in the region.

As for Liberia, we urge the parties to the conflict to redouble their
efforts in order rapidly to find a viable and just solution to the dispute.

¥We welcome the measures taken and the efforts made by the Heads of State
and Gevernment of the Economic Community of Weat African States {ECOWAS) to
resolve the Liberjan question and thereby establish an atmosphere of peace,
understanding and security in the subregion.

Guinea-Bissau is a country of peace and therefore its motto is
fraternity, agresment and understanding among peoples and nations. That is
why disarmament is a moral imperative for Guinea-Bissau and, we believe, for
the internaticnal community at large, because it is the basis on which
international peace, justice and security will be built.

We were pleased to learn of the recent disarmament initiatives taken by
the two super-Powers. The Government of Guinea-Bissau congratulates these
countries and their Governments on their courage and their determination to
continue their efforts in this regard.

We are convinced that the considerable suma that will be released by arms
reduction at the international level should be chanvnelled towards development
assistance, educativi and the struggle against disease, hunger and illiteracy.

My country hopes that the efforts by the African States to turn Africa

into a denuclearized continent, as called for in the 1964 Cairo Declaration of
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the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), will be given the necessary support
by the International community.

The current threat to the environmant is a phenomenon which must be
curbed without delay. The population explosion increases the poverty of the
developing countries. The threat to the environment is a danger to the future
of mankind. The countries of the Permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought
Control in the Sahel, of which Guinea-Bissau is a member, are faced with major
natural Aisasters which jeopardize their socio-economic development. If the
environment is to be protected, we must spead up the development procuss in
the poorest countries bhecause, in our opinion, underdevelopment is a threat to
the environment. We feel that protecting the environment also means improving
the economic and soclial conditions of our peoples.

We in Guinea-Bissau hope that the new and supplementary financial
resources should be substantially increassed and then provided to the
developing countries, and that the transfer of safe technologles should also
be assured on preferential terms. Mutual recrimination will not solve our
problems, because we are all in the same boat.

It is in this spirit that our delegations must participate together in
the Conference on Environment and Development, which will take place in 1992
in Rio de Janeiro. We agree with those who belleve that the primary tsask is
to harmonize respect for snd preservation of the environment with the rational
dynamics of development. In our view, the first step in solving this problem
of the enviromment must be to eradicate poverty, misery, hunger and
unemployment.

Mc. DRAME (Mali) (interpretation from French): I shculd first like

to extend to Ambassador Shihabi of Saudi Arabia the warmest congrstulations of
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the delegation of Mali on his election to the presidency of the General
Assembly at its forty-eixth session. His abilities and the wealth of
experience he has gained from his long diplomatic service to his country,
Saudi Arabia, which enjoys great prestige internationally, guamrantee the

successful outcome of our work.
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My delegation is particularly pleased by this choice because our two
countriss have had good relations for centuries - reflected, for axampls, in
the pilgrimage to Mecca of Malli's Emperor Kankou Mousaa in 1324. Let me
ansure the President of my delegation's full cooperation with him an he
performs the important functions entrusted to him by the Assembly.

My delegation also extends its congratulations to Mr. Guido Ads Marco, who
led the work of the forty-fifth session with wisdom and efficlency.

1 take this opportunity also to pay a well-deserved tribute to
Mr. Javier Peres de Cuellar, the Secretary-General, who has strengthened the
Organization’'s role with devotion, farsightedness and perspicacity.

The admission of a new Member is always an important step towards the
Organisastion’s universality. My delegation therefore welcomes the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea, the Republic of Korea, the Republic of the
Marshall 1slands, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of Eatonia,
the Republic of Latvia and the Republic of Lithuania.

As the second millenium draws to a close the world is undergoing profound
changes. The cold war, which led the major Powers to sink vast sums into the
race for weapons of mass destruction, is now over. In my delegation's view,
the disappearance of the blocs created by the cold war should make it possible
to put greater emphasis on new areas of common interest and new relations of
cooperation with developing countries.

In Africa the changes have taken the form of the fall of dictatorships
based on monolithic systems that stifled the Jdeep-seated and legitimate
aspirations of peoples to freedom and justice and impeded all economic and

social development.
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The country 1 have the signal honour of representing here has not baen
unaffected by the struggle to acquire fundamental froedoms. The people of
Mali rose up against s grasdy 8nd incompetent dictatorial regime that had
plunged the country into poverty. The youth of Mali, its women and its
democratic forces, both clvilisn and military, paid heavily to bring an end to
23 years of repression., corruption, social injustice and waste. BSince the
people’'s upriasing of March 1991, Mali has bsen led by a Transitional Committee
of Popular Gafety and a Transitional Government, which have lsunched the
country on & process, on the one hand, of establishing a pluralistic democracy
and a atate of law and, on the other, of reorganising and restoring our
sconomy with a view to achieving greater social justice.

From 29 July to 12 August this year a rational conference was held at
Bamako which brought togethsr all the country's vital forces and
soclo-political tendencies. That conference, which was marked by a fruitful
and open debate on the country‘'s future, adopted a draft constitution that
established the foundations for true democracy based on scrupulous respect for
human rights, the multi-party system and separation of powers, as well as on
effective participation by the people in their own development and management
of their affairs through regional collectives. Furthermore, to buttress the
state of law the Transitional Committee und the Government decided that Mali
should ratify the United Nations Convention against Torture and Othar Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and to abolish the State Security
Court, which was a special tribunal established and used for evil ends by the
former regime.

Since June 1990 a state of crisis has existed in the northern regions of

the country. An uprising by young Tuaregs has created an atmosphere of
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insecurity In that part of the country. Despite the Agreement signed in
January 1991, soms of the fighters are continuing the confrontation.
Defanceless villages have heen the targets of regular attacks by armed groups,
who plunder shops, set flro to administrative offices, steal cattle, saize
vehicles and run away. Disturbed by this situation, Western non-governmental
organizations that were assisting us in our struggle against poverty have left
northern Mall.

Notwithstanding such actions, the Government of Mall is patiently seeking
a negotiated democratic solution to the crisis. Thus, a conference on the
problem in the north has been announced for mid-November at Timbuctoo. The
Transitional Committee and Government are in contact with various factions of
the Tuareg Movement, in an attempt to eancourage them to participate
constructively in the peace meeting at Timbuctoo.

Our draft convention adopted at the National Conference provides for
institutions that will guarantee frultful decontralization, by which the
people will be able to administer thamselves through their elected
representatives in village councils and regional factions and assemblies.

We are seeking a democratic solution to the crisis because of our
convictions and because the state of law we wish to achieve in Mali compels us
to do so. Hence, we appeal to all States that can exert any influence on the
Tuareg youth movements to help us solve this problem so that we may all work
together to achieve the ecomomic and sccial development so needed in all parts
of Mali.

Soviet-American rapprochemant has been accelerated. The changes taking
place in the Soviet Union and other Eastern European countries and the
dissolving of the Warsaw Pact have significantly contributed to creating an

atmosphere of trust between forme: adversaries. The atmosphere of mutual
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understsnding and trust that now prevails in the world enabled the great
Powars to cooperate in the Security Council to put an end to Iraq's occupation
of Kuwalit. On that occasion the United Nations diligently and effectlively
implemented the resolutlons of the BSscurity Council. We truly welcome that.
We would hope that the Organisation will be ahle to act in a similar manner
vis-B-vis all the resolutions adopted by the Council so that the international
community may stop glving the impression that it is following a double
standard.

Now that the Gulf War is over, we must deal with the situation prevailing
in the Middle East. Isrsel continues to pursue its policy of establishing
nettlements in the occupied Arab territories, and the tragedy of the people of
Palestine is still with us. We therefore hope that the current initiatives to
convene a peace conference on the Middle East will lead to a comprehenaive
settlement that will recognize the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people and guarantee security for all States in the region, in keeping with
the relevant resolutions of the Organization.

In Africa, where colonization has ended, apartheid, this crime against
humanity, still has not been eradicated from the continent. True, the flerce
struggle of the South African people, international pressures and the
initiatives undertaken by President De Klerk have brought about some
improvement in the political situation in that country. Yet the overwhelming
majority of the people of South Africa still has no right to vote, to
determine its fate or frrely to choose its leaders. The tribal violence,
fomented and supported by certain backward looking forces, la continuing to

bring sorrow to the country.
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My delegation feels that a total 1ifting of the economic sanctions is
premature, and we urge the international community to continue its pressure on
the South African Government in order to ensure that the process now under way
leads to the complate dismantling of apartheid and the establishment of a
democratic and multiracial society.

In Angola, the signing of the cease-fire sgresments, the establishment of
a multi-party system, and negotiations batween the various parties to the
conflict have openad ths way to a new era of peace in that country, We
express the hope that the pecple, 80 long traumatized by war, may at last be
able to devote themselves to the country's reconstruction and dsvelopment.

We also hope that peace and fraternal concord can be quickly achieved in
Mozambique, and we must all work towards that end.

As for Namibia, which acceded to independence under United Nations
auspices, it remains deprived of Walvia Bay., its only deep-water port. We
support the negotiations now under way bstween the Governments of Namibia and
South Africa with a view to reintegrating that entity into Famibian territory.

In Western Sabara, the forthcoming referendum on self-determination,
under United Nations auspices, cannot but raise hopes that that part of Africa
will soon have lasting peace, an element indispansable to the subregion's
development.,

We welcome too the remarkable progress made in Liberia along the road to
peace and national reconciliation, under the asqis of the Ecomomic Community
of West African States.

With regard to the Horm of Africa, my delegation urges the Ethiopian

authorities to continue their dislogue with a view to strengthening peace in
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that country, and we appeal to the groups fighting in Somalia to respect the
terms of the agreements signed at Djibouti last January.

In Cambodia, the establishment of a Supreme National Council, headed by
Prince Norodom Sihenouk, has created new prospects for peace. The
continuation of that salutary process and the success of the peace
negotiations will surely lead to the organization of free electioms that will

put an end to the Cambodian people’s long years of suffering.
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On the Korean peninsula, my country, which has diplomatic relatioms with
both Koreas, hopes that their admission to membership in the United Nations
will be a prelude to their peaceful reunification.

Mali would encourage the communities of Cyprus to continue the
negotiations bequn under the auspices of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

On disarmament, the easing of tensions in international relations has
contributed to the conclusion of numerous agreements in recent years. The
signing last July in Moscow of the Strategic Arms Limitations Talks (SALT)
agreements, which had been the subject of rather difficult negotiations for
decades, encourages our belief that the world is moving towards an era of
peace.

New States have added their signatures to the Treaty on the
Ron-Proliferation of Ruclear Weapons; the work on a total ban on chemical
weapons has produced encouraging results; and the United States Government has
recently taken a position in favour of the elimination of short- and
intermediate~range missiles. All of this creates an atmosphere of trust,
which is a prelude to real disarmament.

- In this respect, Mali welcomes the announcement made on 27 September 1991
by President George Bush of measures taken unilaterally by the United States
concerning nuclear arms and nuclear forces and we also welcome the response by
President Gorbachev to these initiatives. My delegation believes that this
peiitical will can come to completion only if it is accompanied by the
allocation to the development needs of the poorer countries of the resources
thus made available.

I cannot talk about international relations without mentioning with a

sense of anguish the serious economic crisis that affects the developing
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countries in particular. The burden of foreign debt, the drop in export
earnings, the inadequacy of the resources devoted to development - all of this
has worsened socio-economic conditions in many countries.

The debt of developing countries, entered into under conditions that did
not take into account the interests and concerns of most of the people, has
now exceeded $1.2 trillion and it is one of the major obstaclea to the success
of economic reform programmes, structural adjustment and recovery of growth in
those countries. So far, appruwches taken to finding a solution to tae
serious problem of debt, although encouraging in some respects, have come far
from meeting the real economic concerns of the developing countries.

Seeking a solution for the developing countries' external-debt problem
requires greater solidarity within the international community and shared
responsibility between creditors and debtors. The growth objectives of the
developing countries must also be taken into account.

In this regard, my delegation would support the proposal, contained in
the annual report of the Secretary-Gemeral, that an international conference
oa the financing of development should be convened. The international
community must also pay special attention to the implementation of the Paris
Declaration and the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for
the 1990s, adopted by the Second United Nations Confereace in Paris in 1990.

Appropriate action must be taken urgently, at the international level, to
ensure remunerative prices for commodities and to dismantle tariff and
non-tariff barriers that hamper the exports of the developing countries. My
delegation hopes that current negotiations under the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the holding of the forthcoming session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTIAD) will yield

positive results.
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In Africa, despite the laudable efforts made by the African Governments
in implomenting structural-adjustment programmes, the economic situation and
living conditions are becoming increasingly Aifficult, The United Hations
Programme of Action for African Bconomic Recovery. 1986-1990, which had raised
great hopes, did not, unfortunately, meet the legitimate concerns of the
people and leaders of African countries for growth and viable economic and
social development. We would urgently appeal to the international community
for urgent and appropriate action towards the adoption of a counsistent
pregramme of cooperation for the development of Africa for the 1990s. In this
connection, my delegation welcomes the initiative of the Japanese Government
for convening a summit confsrence on development in Africa in 1993,

The determination of the African countries to emerge from economic
stagnation is expressed in their firm resolve to build viable economic
structures of integration. The recent signing, in Abuja, Rigeria, of the
treaty establishing the African Economic Community is an excellent example of
this.

Sustained economic and social development cannot ba achieved unless there
is a healthy enviromment. Mali, victim of drought and desertification., has to
work within the constraints of a rather difficult enviromment ia carrying out
its various development projects asd programmes. Thus, my country attaches
great importance to the success of the United Natioms Conference on
Environmeat and Development to be held in Brazil in 1992.

Mali, in Janunary 1991, played host to the Pan-African confarence on
environment and lasting development., HNow Mali reaffirms its adherence to the
Bamako Convention bamning the importation of waste into Africa, and the Bamako
commitment, which definea Africa‘’s five main priorities in environmental

matters.
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The World Summit for Children, held in 1990, enablad the international
community to set new goals as it works to improve the living conditions of
children throughout the world. Mali co-cliaired the World Summit for Children
and wishes to reaffirm its devotion to the cause of children and) its
commitment to accord priority status to the implementation of the Declaration
and Programme of Action izsued at the Swmmit,

The democratic opening-up begun in most developing countries and the
economic libaralization which has resulted therefrom need constant support
from the international community. <Young democracies deserve support,
individually and collectively, for there can be no true democracy without
development.

Qualitative changes in my country last March exposed the econmomic crimes
of the old regimea. Those who supported that regime, using secret biaking
arrangements. shifted great amounts of capital sbroad, capital that, if
repatriated, could help to solve some of our financial difficulties.

We can see how the single party covered up its criminal practices. In &
country where children die of diarrhoea and other averyday illnesses, where
school-aged children do not go to school for lack of money, a gang of crooks
diverted billions of CFA francs into foreign banks. The Transitional
Cormittee for the Safety of the People (CTSP) and the Govermment of Mali are
firmly resolved to bring them to justice, in keeping with the rule of iaw and
with international norms. We shall bring to justice all those who, by sbusing
their power, have led to bloodshed among our people and all those who have
perpetrated aconomic crimes.

Here, we would appeal to all countries and peoples of the world, in the

spirit of solidarity and justice, to cooperate with Mali in searching for and
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retrievinn these funds. We would ask our partnsrs to follow the example of
the Bwiss authorities, who have just made available to the Government of Malil
the necessary meane to try to get back the diverted capital. To help Mali
recover and repatriate the funds of the 0ld leaders is to help the economic
development of our country and to help our people socially.

The preservation of our demccracy deserves the full support of the
industrialized countries. and they can help to do this by restoring the
diverted capital, which is in fact the fruit of the criminal plundering of the
resources of the African people, who have been bled dry.

Mankind is at a decisive stage in history. All together, we must build a
new international order, one with a broader and fairer outlook, a new

international order founded on justice.
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AGENDA ITEM 8 (continued)

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ORGARIZATION OF WORK: BECOND REPORT OF THR GENERAL
COMMITTEE (A/746/250/A0A.1)

The PRESIDENT: 1 draw the attention of represeatatives to the
second report of the General Committee, which was circulated this morning as
document. A/46/250/Ad44.1.

The report concerns the request by Honduras for the inclusion in the
agenda of the current mesalon of an additional item., entitled "Crisis of
democracy and human rights in Halcei®,

The General Committee decided to recommand to the General Assembly that
the item should be included in the agenda. May I take it that the Generail
Assembly decides to include in its agenda the sdditional jtem entitled "Crisis
of democracy and human rights in Haiti"?

It was mo decided.

The PRESIDENT: The General Committes also decided to recommend to
the Assembly that that jtem should be considered directly in plenary meeting.
May I take it that the General Assembly adopts that recommendation?

It was a0 decided.

The PRESIDENT: May I take it also that the Assembly decides that
the jitem should be cicncidered with priority becauss of its urgent charactar?

It was 8o decjdec.

The PRESIDENT: 1In that connection, I should like to inform
representatives that the item will be considered after the general debate on

Wednesday., 9 October.

The mecting rose at ) p.in.



