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I . INTRODUCTION

1. The item entitled “Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean
as a Zone of Peace” was included in the provisional agenda of the forty-sixth
session of the General Assembly in accordance with Assembly resolution 45177
of 12 December 1990.

2 At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the General Assembly,
di the recommendation of the General Committee, decicied  to include the item in
its  agenda and to al locate i t  to  the First  Cowdttee.

3. At .!ts 2nd meeting, on 10 October 1991, the First Committee decided to
hold a gener&  debate on the disarmament items allocated to it, namely,
items 47 to 6:. The deliberations on those items took place between the 3rd
and 24th meetings, from 14 to 30 October (see A/C.1/46/PV.3-24).
Consideration of and action on draft resolutions on those itens took place
between the 25th and 37th meetings, from 4 to 15 November (see
A/C.1/46/PV.25-37).

4 . In connection with item 65, the First Committee had before it the report
of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean. 11

I/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-sixth Session,
Gupp.l.ement No. 29 (A/46/29 and Corr.1).
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II . CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C,1/46/t.38

5, On 1 November 1991, m, on behalf of the States Members of the
United Nations that are members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries,
submitted a draft resolution entitled *‘Implementation of the Declaration of
the Indian Ocean aa a Zone of Peace”  (A/C.l/46/C,38). The draft resolution
was introduced by the representative of Sri Lanka at the 30th meeting, on
7 November.

6. In this connection, the Secretary-General submitted a statement on the
programme budget implications of the draft resolution (A/C.1/46/L.44),

7. At ito 34th meeting, on 12 November, the Committee adopted draft
resolution A/C.1/46/L.38 by a recorded vote of 102 to 4, with 28 abstentions
(see pare. 8). The voting was as follows8 a/

Zn_fevourt Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahamas,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana, Braail, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic,
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Gate
d’Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guixlea, Guyana,
Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jafnahiriya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Marocco,  Moaambique,  Myanmar,
Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland,
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda,
Ukraine, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanaania, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zimbabwe.

Aaainstt France, Japan, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaininat Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada,
Caechoslovakia,  Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, Iceland,
Ireland, Israel,  Italy,  Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Turkey.

21 Subsequently, the delegations of Rwanda and Zaire indicated that
they had intended to vote in favour of the draft resolution.
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III. RECOMMENDATION OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE

8. The First Commilitae  recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of
the following draft resolutiont

De-on o f  thean Om
818 a Zane of Peaa

bw the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace,
contained in its resolution 2032 (IOIVI) of 16 December 1971, and recalling
also its resolutions 2992 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972, 3080 (WCVIII) of
6 December 1973, 3259 A (XXIX) of 9 December 1974, 3468 (XXX) Of
11 December 1975, 31/88 of 14 December 1976, 32186  of 12 December 1977, S-1012
of 30 June 1978, 33/68  of 14 December 1978, 34/80  A and B of 11 December 1979,
351150  of 12 December 1980, 36190  of 9 December 1981, 37196  of
13 December 1982, 38/185 of 20 December 1983, 391149  of 17 December 1984,
40/153 of 16 December 1985, 41187 of 4 December 1986, 42143  of
30 November 1987, 43/79 of 7 December 1988, 44/120 of 15 December 1989, 45177
of 12 December 1990 and other relevant resolutions,

m that the establishment of aones of peace in various regions
of the world under appropriate conditions, to be clearly defined and
determined freely by the States concerned in the aone, taking into account the
characteristics of the zone and the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and in conformity with international law, can contribute to
strengthening the security of States within such aones and to international
peace and security aa a whole,

m alsq the report of the Meeting of the Littoral and Hinterland
States of the Indian Ocean held in July 1979, a/

RgcallUnq  fur- paragraph 22 of the final document on international
security and disarmament adopted by the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to
7 September 1989, f/

Reaffirmino  its convictiQn  that concrete action for the achievement of
the objectives of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace would
be a substantial contribution to the utrengthening  of international peace and
security, as  well  as  to the independence,  sovereignty,  territorial  integrity
and peaceful development of the States of the region,

.

cial R e c o r d s  o f  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y .  Wtv-fourth SeWion,
and corrigendum (A/34/45 and Corr.1).

P/ See A/44/551-S/20670,  annex*
.
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Sonvhgtsl  that agreement on such action should be facilitated by
encouraging developments in international relations that could have beneficial
effects on the region,

Also convw that the continued military presence of the great Powers
in the Indian Ocean area, conceived initially in the context of their
confrontation, gives urgency to the need to take practical steps in the early
achievement of the objectives  of the Declaration,

m the positive developments in international political  relations
enhancing peace, security and cooperation, and expressing the hope that the
new spirit of international cooperation will be reflected in the establishment
of a aone of peace in the Indian Ocean,

u with apprecim3 the offer made by the Government of Sri Lanka to
host the United Nations Conference on the Indian Ocean at Colombo, in 1993,

Consi that the permanent members of the Security Council and major
maritime users of the Indian Ocean should work in close cooperation with the
littoral and hinterland States of the Indian Ocean to ensure the success of
he Conference and play their part in the achievement of its objectives,

wring w that the creation of the aone of peace requires
cooperation and agreement among the States of the region to ensure conditions
of peace and security within the area, as envisaged in the Declaration,

Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean has agreed,
inter align, on the provisional agenda for the Conference,

1. es note with sawctiog of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Indian Ocean1 11

2. -firm full support for the achievement of the objectives of the
Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace]

3. &iterates w its decision to convene the United Nations
Conference on the Indian Ocean at Colombo, as a necessary step for the
implementation of the Declarationr

4. Notes with B the preparatory work done by the Ad Hoc
Committee in the implementation of the mandate entrusted to it for the
convening of the Conference2

5. pecides that the Conference should be structured in more than one
stage]

5/ Dfficial Records of the GeneraAssemBlv, F o r t v - s i x t h  S e s siOll#
&+wDlement  No. 29 (A/46/29 and Corr.1).
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6 . Also decide@ to convene the first stage of the Conference at Colombo
in 1993, or as soon a8 possible, in accordance with the present resolution and
in consultation with the host country;

7 . Racommenaa  that the participation at the Conference should be at an
appropriately high poli t ical  level1

8 . Caals for the full and active participation in the Conference of the
permanent members of the Security Council and the major maritime users of the
Indian Ocean, whose cooperation and participation is essential for the success
of  the Conferencet

9, Ra the Secretary-General to appoint the Secretary-General of
the Conference at an appropriate time and to make all necessary arrangements,
including the provision of financial resources for convening the Conference at
Colombo, in consultation with the host countryt

10. U&S the Secretary-General to invite all States to
participate in the Conference and other relevant bodies and organisations to
attend as observerat

11. Further reuuesta the Secretary-General to provide to the Conference
all relevant documentation in accordance with paragraphs 48 and 49 of the
report of the Ad Hoc Commi tt.eet 51

12. Decim that the Ad Hoc Committee will hold a session of five
working days in 1992 to perform its preparatory functions for the various
stages envisaged for the Conference)

13. B&Zso  decidea to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the i tem entit led *‘Implementation of the Declaration of
the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace”.


