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. Advisorv Bcerd on Dlsarmume Mattera 

Report of the Secretary-General 

1. Pursuant to section III of General Assembly resolution 37199 IC of 
13 December 1982, the Advisory Board has the following functionst 

(a) To advise the Secretary-General on various aspects of studies and 
research in the area of arms limitation and disarmament carried out under the 
auspices of the United Nations or institutions within the United Nations 
system, in particular on the integration of a progranmue of such studies with a 
comprehensive programme of disarmament, once this had been established; 

(b) To .serve as the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Inlrtitute 
for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR); 

(c) To advise the Secretary-General on the implementation of the World 
Disarmament Campaign; 

(d) At the specific invitation of the Secretary-General, to provide him 
with advice on other matters within the area of disarmament and arms 
limitation. 

By rerolution 381183 0 of 20 December 1983, the General ArsembIy, 
i,&Q.ualia. requested the Secretary-General to report annually on the work of 
the Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies. In 1969, the Secretary-Goneral 
decided to make a number of changes in the functioning of the Board, so as to 
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facilitate a broader interpretation of the Board's existing mandate and to 
permit the Secretary-General to draw on the accumulated experience and wisdom 
of the Board for advice on matters within the area of arms limitation and 
disarmament. The title of the Board was also modified to "Advisory Board on 
Disarmament XatterrgO. 

3. The Board held its twenty-second session from 12 to 18 July in New York, 
under the chairmanrrhip of Wr. Boris Rrasulin of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Repubiics. The chairmanship of the Board rotates annually. The present 

.t:;w I. ‘.membership of the Board i8 shown in the annex. 

4. The Board met away from Headquarters in closed informal session on 12 and 
13 July to discuss current developments and trends in international affairs 
and the implications therein for the role of the United Nations in the area of 
international security, arms limitation and disarmament. In addition to the 
members of the Board, also present were Mr. James F. Leonard of the United 
States of America (one of the experts involved in the preparation of the study 
on effective and verifiable measures which would facilitate the establishment 
of a nuclear-weapon-free tone in the Middle East) and Mr. Rolf Ekeus of Sweden 
(Chairman of the Special Connnission established under section C of Security 
Council tesolution 687 (1991)). Presentations by the two guests were followed 
by a lively discussion covering the broad range of security and disarmament 
issue8 at present before the international community. In response to the 
Secretary-General's request to the Board in 1989, the outcome of the Board's 
discussions on these questions was subsequently reflected in a personal report 
to him by the Chairman. 

5. In connection with the Board's discussions of security and disarmament 
issues as reflected in the Chairman's report, the Secretary-General notes that 
there was a broad recognition that while the transformation in relations 
between East and West had provided the international community with new 
openings, at the 8ame time.the conflict in the Middle East had exposed the 
flaws and weaknesses of the current system. Notwithstanding the prospects for 
progress# it was recognised that much remains to be done. A further point 
made was that international security arrangements must be able to meet the 
needs of large and small countries alike and that what was needed was 
multilateral cooperation and multilateral action. 

6. In addition, the Secretary-General would like to draw attention to some 
of the suggestion8 arising from the Board's discussions that might usefully be 
pursued by the international community: 

Establishment of a global emergency system to provide early warning of 
crisir rituationst 

Significant rtrengthening of the mechanbmcr for preventive diplomacy and 
crisis preventioat 

/ . . . 
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Promotion of understanding between suppliers and recipients of modern 
weapons--related technologies so as to check effectively their non-peaceful 
uses while facilitating technology tranrfer for peaceful purposes; 

Acceleration of the chemical weapon convention negotiation8 in the 
Conference on Disarm8mentt 

Action8 to encourage the consideration of regional 8olution8 to tegional 
problemil, including the active promotion of regional confidence- and 
security-building mea8ure8 and regional Conference8 On 8eCUrity i88Ue8t 

Establilrhment of a register of arm8 transfer8 a8 recomnerrdad by the 
recently concluded United Nation8 study on way8 and mean8 to promote 
transparency in international arm8 transfers; 

Exploration of way8 to control the illicit arm8 trade. 

7. The Secretary-General expresses his appreciation of the thoughtful manner 

in which the Advisory Board ha8 discharged its re8ponsibilitie8 8ince it8 
inception. It ha8 been able to hold a meaningful and pragmatic dialogue on 
arm8 control and disarmament throughout the year8 of tension between the two 
nrost heavily armed alliance8 in the 19808 and alro offer comaeat over the. 
years from the special vantage point of the experience and independence of it8 
member8. 

8. The Board was informed of the status of recently completed or Ongoing 
studie8 on disarmament iSSue carried Out by the Secretary-General With the 
assi8tance of group8 of experts. The Board expressed the view that the 
8tUdie8 Continue t0 contribute positively, and in a timely ma!umer, t0 the 
international di8CUS8fOn of di8arm8ment issues. 

9. The Board welcomed the efforts of the group of.experts that prepared the 
study on way8 and mean8 of promoting transparency in international tranirferr 
Of COnVentiOnal arm8 and took note Of it8 COnClU8iOn8 and recoWnendation8 
(A/46/301). In particular, the Board reiterated it8 rtrong rupport for the 
recommendation that a universal and nOu-di8CriIIBinatOry arm8 tranrfer regirrter 

under the aurpices of the United Nation8 should be establi8hed a8 80011 as 
pO88ible. 

10. MI. Maj Britt Theorin , member of the Board and Chairper8On of the 8tudy 
on charting potential u8e8 of reIourCe8 allocatad to lnilitarg activitier for 
civilian endeavour8 to protect tha environment, briefed the Board OIL the 
conclurionr and recommendation8 of that 8tudy. Two additional rtudier, due 
for suhmirrion t;o the General A88embly at the forty-rovwath and forty-eighth 
8e88ion8, were alro brought to the attention of tha Board. They aror 
rerpectively, the 8tudy on defensive security concept8 and poliCie8 and the 
8tudy on rpecific asrpectr related to the application of different 
confidence-buitding meawre8 in outw rpace, Hr. Borir Krarulia, Ck@irmm Of 
the Board and @I80 Chairman of the qtudy on defenrivs recurity, fnfomed the 
Board on the @grtur of that 8tUdy gt&p which had rrecontly hmld its firlt 

8e88iOn and agtred it.8 outline for tbg draft IFepOIFt. 
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11. The Board'was given a presentation on behalf of the Department for 
' Disarmament Affairs on the implementation of the progremme of activities Of 

the World Disarmament Campaign. It was explained to the Board that a major 
~efforf wiis beihg made, through a variety of publications, meetings and other 
evetiti,'to rifl,ect.the chsnged international situation and the complex nature 
of disarmament issues. In the discussion that followed the Board was informed 
of the financial pressures bearing on the extent of Campaign activities. 
~:~ ;, -I, 

12. The Board expressed warm praise for the manner in which the work of the 
Campaignwas being pursued by those concerned in the Department for 
Disarnuunent Affairs. In recognising the significant efforts being made 
towards achieving the,aims of the Campaign, both within the United Nations and 
emong non-governmental organirations, the Board expressed its understanding of 
the difficulties being encountered. The Board recommended that Campaign 
activities should move away from generalities towards specific issues and 
their r4qional contexts. The further deliberations of the Board on the 
Campaign are contained in the relevant report of the Secretary-General. 

13. The Board was also given an overview of the activities of the three 
Regional Centres, in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, and Latin America and the 
Caribbean. A principal difficulty facing them was again financial in that 
they.were being asked to increase their activities, specifically those related 
to regional issues, but that there continued to be insufficient funds. The 
view was expressed that it would be useful for some of the members of the 
Board to visit one or more of the centres in order to interact with them and 
become more acquainted with their prograsnnes and difficulties. 

14. In its capacity as Board of Trustees of UNIDIB the Advisory Board 
considered and approved the report of the Director of UNIDIB on the 
Institute's activities in 1990191 and the research progranmne and proposed 
annual budget for 1992. In addition, the Board was also informed by the 
Director of UWXDIR on the elements of UWIDIRgs programne for 1993. An account 
of the Board’s deliberations iscontained in document A/46/334, annex II, 
including the Board's recossnendation of a subvention from the regular budget 
of the United Nations amounting to $220,000 for 1992. The Board expressed the 
view that the ennual subvention from the regular budget of the United Nation8 
would continue to be needed in the future in order to assure the independence 
of the Institute. 
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Mr. Oluyemi Adeniji 
Ambassador, Deputy Director-General 

ANNEX 

for: Regional Affairs 
Ministry for External Affairs 
Abuja, Nigeria 

Mr. Marco8 Castrioto de Asambuja 
Ambassador, Secretary-General 

for Foreign Policy 
Ministry of Foreign Belations 
Brasilia, D.F., Brasil 

Mr, L&on Bouvier 
Ambassadeur de France 
Paris* France 

Mr. Muchkund Dubey 
Foreign Secretary to the Government of India 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi, India 

Mr. Omran El-Shafei 
Ambassador 
Former Assistant Foreign Minister 
Cairo, Egypt 

Mr. fgnac Golob 
Ambassador of Yugoslavia to Mexico 
Mexico, D.F., Mexico 

Dr. Ryukichi Imai 
Ambassador 
Musashino, Tokyo 
Japan 

Mr. Jutaj ltralik 
&nbal88dor, Pwmanmt Raprwantative of thm 

Csech and Slovrk Padoral Rapublio 
to the Uaited llations Offioe at Gaaava 

Gaaava, Switoerlaad 

Mr. Borir P. ltrarulia 
First Deputy Diractor 
Intarnationsl Orgrnioations Daparbwnt 
Hiairtzy of Foreign Affairr 
Moscow, USSR 
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Mr. Bjora Inge Kristvik 
Ambassador 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Oslo, Norway 

Sir Ronald Mason 
Former Chief Scientific Adviser to the 

Ministry of Defence 
London, United Kingdom 

Professor Joseph S. Nye, Jr. 
Director 
Center for International Affairs 
Cambridge, MA, United States' 

Mr. Carlos Ortis de Rosas 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

of the Argentine Republic to the United States 
Washington, D.C., United States 

Mr. Qian Jiadong 
Deputy Director-General 
China Centre for International Studies 
Beijing, China 

Mr. Raiil Roa Kouri 
Deputy Minister for Foreign Relations 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Havana, Cuba 

Mr. Nihal Rodrigo 
Ambassador 
Director-General (Political Affairs) 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 

Dr. Friedrich Ruth 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

of Germany to Italy 
Rome, Italy 

Ms. Amada Segarra 
Ambassador 
Director, Regional Office of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Quito, Ecuador 

/ . . . 
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Mr. Agha Shahi ' 
Professor Emeritus of International Relations 

to Universities in Pakistan 
Chairman, Islamabad Council on World Affairs 
Islamabad, Pakistan 

Mr. Tadeust Strulak 
knbassador 
Department of the United Nations System 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Warsaw, Poland 

Ms. Maj Britt Theorin 
Ambassador 
Chairmau of the Swedish Disarmament Delegation 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Stockholm, Sweden 

Mr. Jayantha Dhanapala, Director of URIDIR, is an 
g# off&& member of the Advisory Board when acting 
in its capacity as the Board of Trustees of UNIDIR 


