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The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m.
AGENDA ITEM 9 (gontinued)
GENERAL DEBATE

ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE RABBIE NAMALIU, PRIME MINISTER
OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now hear a statement by the Prime

Minister of Papua Wew Guinea.

4he PRESIDENT: I have great pleasure in wel oming the Prime Minister of
Pspua New Guinea, His Excellency the Right Honourable Rabbie Namaliu, and inviting
him t¢ address the General Assembly.

Mr. NAMALIU (Papua New Guinea): On behalf of the Government and people
of Papua New Guinea, I congratulate you, Sir, on your election =25 President of the
forty~fifth session of the General Assembly. I am confident that with your able
leadership and guidance the Assembly will deal with its work in a positive ard
constructive manner. 1 also wish to place on record my country's appreciation of
the contribution wade by your predecessor, Major-General Joseph Garba of Nigeria,
to the work of the Assembly last year.

We acknowledge that the world of teoduy is highly volatile and interdependent,
and the need for an organization such as tine United Nations is more important today
than ever bhefore. New challenges are now being faced within the framework of the
United Nations system. The United Nations, we believe, provides the appropriate
forum .or the international community to solve problems through consultation and
dialogue, without the need to resort to vivlence. The achievements, over the
years, of the United Nations system are commendable, particularly in the arouu of

disarmament. decolonizaftion, the snvironment, economic development, social justice



EF/3 A/45/PV. S
3

(Mr. Namaliu, Papua New Guinea)
and the maintenance of world peace. The United Nations can contribute further to
international stability and social harmony., but tanis can occur only through
goodwill and with the tolerance and understanding of all member nations. Papua New
Guinea is committed to the United Nations and what it represents, and will coatinue
to play its part in achieving world peace and harmony.

Complex problems and challenges continue to face us this year, but the
Assembly is convening at a time of great hope, a time of profound changes in
relationships between nations. We have witnessed a marked improvement in East-West
relations, particularly between the super-Powers. The era of the cold war is
vanishing, brirging hope, opportunity and, for some, uncertainty. M2issive shifts
in the world political order will invariably be reflected in changing economic
relatiornships.

We acknowledge with satisfaction the comprehensive report by the
Secretary-General, particularly with regard to the United Nations involvement in
the achievement cf independence for Namibia and progress in negotiations for
peaceful settlements of regional conflicts in Cambodia, Afghanistan, Western
Sehara, Central America, South Africa and, more recently, the Persian Gulf. The
repcrt also addresses other pressing issues such as human rights, drugs,
disarmament, the enviromnment, trade, finance and debt servicing.

Although major conflicts and tensions may appoar to bo peripheral to us in the
South Pacific, we are not immune to their effects. We feel their impact on our
ecunomy, our internatlionnl obligations and ocur moral convictions.

I speak today in full awareness of the international media publicity, both
positive and adverse, that Papua New Guinea has attracted over the past two years.
The lncreased activity in our putroleum and mining sectors, the closure of the

Bougainville copper mine in May last year and the subsequent unrest in that
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province of ocur country have focused attention on Papua New Guinea. Unfortunately
for Papus New Guinea, the Bougainville and law-and-order crises have teanded to
attract more attsntion than the many positive developments taking place in the
country. Like many developing countries we have our share oi problems, and we are
adéressing them with energy and determination. Imitiatives have been taken by my
Sovernment to promote acomomic growth, to further develop education and training
opportunitios, particularly in tertiary and technical areas, and to generates
enpioymant and income opportunities. At the same time, we are developing the
capacity of the public service and strengthening law-enforcement agencies.

As a result of the closure of Bougainville mine, my Goveramsnt, with the help
of the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and other international and
national aid agencies, has developed an integrated structural adjustment programme
to sssist Papua New Guinsa through a Aifficult series of short-term problems.
Asong other things, the programme will ensure that major resources are
prograssively developed for the benefit of the country and its people.

A firat round of negotiations with Bougaiaville leaders produced an accord and
the basis for the restoration of services by the national Government to that
troubled island. Ny Goverament is committed to continued peaceful dialogue with
tha people of Bougalaville so that together we can achieve an amicable settlemont
of the erisis snd a returr o normalcy.

The South Pacific Community is made up predominantly of small, island States,
scatteraed throughout z vast ocean. For a long time our interests and well-teing
have been accorled the iowsst priority by world military and economic Powers. We
are vitwlly concerned about our region. Like others, we in the Pacific wish to
develop under condi:sions of peacs and sccurity. Most Pecific naticns depend on a

small nunber of agricultural and marine products €£ar their livalihood and export



BF/3 A/AS/BV,.S
-1

(Mr. Namaliu, Pspun Now Guiuea)
iacome. For these reasons we concluded the South Pacific Nuclear-Frea-Zone Treaty,
the Convention for the Protection and Development of the Natural Resources snd
Savironment of the South Pacific Regioﬁ. and the Convention for the Prohibitioan of
Drift-Net Fishing in the South Pacific. We thersefore strongly deplore nuclesar
activities and the dumping of toxic wastes, which threaten our fragile ecosystems.
W2 also view with deep concera wanton exploitation of our resources.

This year marks the thirtieth anniversary of the historic Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colcaial Countries and Psoples. It also ushers in the
International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, Papua New Guinea urges
that the process of decolonization should be accelerated and strengthened as part
of the present favourable disposition surrounding the werk of the Uaited Nations.
¥e ars pleassd that positive measures arc continually being pursued in New
Caledonia by the French authorities to provide a framework for a peaceful avolution
of the Territory towards an act of self-determinstion and indspendence. We urge
that any act of self-determination should be consistent with United Natlons
principles and practices, and that all options, iacluding independence, should be

open.
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In order that a well-iniormsd decision may be made, the Administering Authority and
others should further expand their assistance for education and training, in
particular for the Kanak population.

New Caledonia is on the United Nations list of Non-Sslf-Governing
Territories. Therefora, it is incumbent upon the United Nations to continue to
monitor devalopments in New Caledonia. It is our express hope that the
- AMdministering Authority will facilitate regular visits to New Caledonia by inviting
visiting missions of the United Nations.

Apart from New Caledonia, there are other Pacific islands still under the
shackles of colonialism. It is our hope that ths Administering Authorities
concerned will accord genuine self-determination to these countries.

We in the Pacific have always been aware of the importance of protecting the
environmant. indeed, the cultural and physical survival of many of our countries
depends on the propesr management of that environmeat. The Coavention for ths
Protection and Developmant of the Natural Resources and Environment of the South
Pacific Region, to which I referred earlier, is a clear indication of the
importance we attach to this issue.

We sre greatly concerned that, in spite of ominous warnings about the future
of the Earth, expected climatic changes and predictions of dramatic rises in the
level of the sea, gases responsible for the greenhouse effect continue to be
emitted without strict regulation.

It is our fervent hope that countries, particularly industrialized countries,
will effect significant cuts in the emission of qreenhouse qases, including the
establishment of obligatory emission reduction standards.

W continue to oppose tha Aisposal of toxic waste at sea unless it conforms

with standards prescribed under the London dumping convention.
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The United States has taken stringent precautions in destroying chemical
weapons on Johnston atoll. Wa take little comfort in suggestions that Johnston
atoll should be the pormanent disposal site for the American chemical weapons
dsstruction programms. We urge the United States not to use the facility as a
permanent site for the dispossl of chemical weapons and toxic waste, and express
our f£irm balief that it should be closed down once the current operations have been
completed. We will also cortinue strongly to oppose French nuclear testirg at
Mururoa and Fangataufa atolls.

Pacific islanders have close affinity to the sea, and their dependence upon
its resources needs no emphasis., Popua New Guinea is, therefore, pleased with the
progress made on the elimination of driftnet fishing.

We welcome the decisior taken by Japan to cease driftnetting a year in advance
of the date stipulated in resolution 44/225. We urgo the Government of Jajan and
other distant water fishing nations to enter into negotiations with us on access
arrangemsnts.

Papua New Guinea's desire to participate meaningfully in the resolution of
regional problems brings us into regular interaction with member countries of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations {ASEAN). ASEAN has taken many important
iniciatives, particularly in the South-East Asian region, which we have fully
supported.

We would like to acknowledge with satisfaction the leadiny role that both the
Soviet Union and the United States have played, in recent years, to reduce teasions
in the world. Their efforts and those of other States in the United Nations
Security Council deserve our full support. Papua New Guinea is awp.eo cTi:ot progress
made in the search for solutcions to problems in Cambodia, Afghanistan, Western

Sahara, the Middle East, the Korean peninsula and southern Africa is directly
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related to the convergence of views between the super-Fowers and the permsnent
members of the Ssecurity Council.

Papus Wew Guinea welcomes the announcement by Viet Nam to withdraw its troops
completely from Cambodia. We commend the efforts of the ASEAN group of countries,
Australia snd the United Mations Security Council in devising a united formula for
the resclution of the Cambodian problem. Papua New Guinea believes that United
Nations involvement is necessary in order to ensure frec and fair elections in
Cambodia.

In the Korean peninsula, my Government looks forward to the re-unification of
Worth and South Korea. We support initiatives by both nations towards a peaceful
re-unification of their people, and urge them to continue on the path of
raconciliation. In the mean time, we support the admission of both North and South
Kores to the United Nations as full Members. We believe this will facilitate
dialogue and hasten the re-unification process.

The guestion of Western Sahara appears to be nearing resolution. The
Sacretary-General’'s settlement proposals, announced on 11 August 1988, offer the
chance to resolve this thorny issue once and for ail. Members of the United
Nations "\ave a responsibility to see that the pevple of Western Sahara are able to
exercise their right to self-determination. Thus, the organization and the
supervision of a referendum by the United Natlons in co-operation with the
Organization of Africsn Unity must be allrwed to take place.

The situation in the Middle East continues to cause us grave concern. My
Goverament has always maintained that rhe Palestinians have a right to a homeland,
just as much as Israsl has a2 right to exist within secure borders. These two
conditions appear o ko prerequisites if a lasting solution to this problem is to

be achioved.
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We have alvays stroagly condemned the use of force as a means cf solving
disputes and, in this context, Papua New Guinea continues to be alarmad at and
condeans Irag's invasion and continusd occupation ot Kuwait since 2 August 1990.

As a Member of the United Nations, my Government is committed to supporting the
trade and aconomic embargo agalast Izsq sponsored by the United Natiuns Security
Council. We urge 211 membars of this Assembly to continue to co-operate in seeking
& peaceful soiution to this crisis.

My Govermmeént bolisves struungly that internaticnal pressure and sanctions have
resulted in the gradual dismantling of che gpa;theid system. Developiments in South
Mrica offer reasdn for guarded optimism. After years of oppression and injustice,
the creation of a gsculne non-racial democracy may at last be a real possibility,
¥e have a continuing respunsibility to encourege the process of roconciliation and
damocratic reconstruction.

We are saddened by the rececut rivts in the black townships involving the rival
groups of the African Nationsl Congress (ANC) and Zulu Irkatha movements, which
have left so many people dsad. It is our firm conviction that sanctions should be
continued uatil apartheid is completely dismantled.

Papus New Guinea applauds the achievement of Namibia’'s independence and
commends all partiss who were involved in this exercise.

There sre many changes taking place in the world sconomy today. The move
towards a single-~market Burope in 1992, ragional initiatives such as the

Asia-Pacific Economic Co-cperation Group and the shift by Eastern Europ2an

developing countries.
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The continuing global economic recession has had a coasiderable adverse fwpact
on tho econoaic and social well-being of all nations. Inflation, high interest
rates, ¢ "hange-rate instability, rising unemployment. slow growth and
protactioniss have all taken their toll on our national oconomies.

On the positive side, Easstern Europo's economic transition could offer new
opportunities for daveloping economiss through increased demand for their
comnodities. We belisve that closer co-operation between dovelopad and developing
countries is now more important than ever. The bsnafits from new markets in
Eastern Burope nsad to be evenly shared if open trading relations are to be
maintained. The possible harwmful impact on the fimancial resources availsble to
the developing world must be minimiszed.

The formation of the Asia-Pacific economic co-operation group is intended to
develop closer co-opsration betwsen countries in the Asis-Pacific region, and also
to accommodate dsvelopients taking place in Eastern Europe and elsewhere.

The Lomé IV Convention, which was signed on 15 December 1989, contains new
concapts and ideas, which make it different from the three preceding arrangements.
Lomé IV contains increased financial packages for African, Caribbean and Pacific
(ACP) countries, and includes new provisions for structurai adjustments and
assistance to ACP countries facing severas balance-of-payments difficulties.

It is of considerable importance to ACP countries that the levels of
development assistance agreed to in Lomé IV remain unaffected by the opening up of
Eastern Burope .o wider contacts in the rest of the world. 2ny adjustment or
g of the world trading aad fimancisl systom must act adverssoly sffsct
the position of the developing countries. The shifting of focus., as well as the
diversion of financial resources for develcpad countries to Eastern Burope, would

greatly disadvantage the eéconomies of the developing countries, whoss claims to a
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more squitable distribution of the world‘'s resources have been outstanding for
dacades.

It is important that an open world trading aysten be maintained if economic
prosperity is to be distributed fairly.

A strengthensd Gensral Agressent on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) is osseantial if
¥Ee are to provide a stable framswork for thc expansion of trade. and to moke
possible the full integration of Central and Esstern Europe, as weil as developing
countries, into the global economy. We believe that the highest priority om che
international economic agends is the nesd for a successful outcome to the Uruguev
Round of talks at the end of this yvar. Difficuilt politicael decisions will have to
be taken in order to achieve far-reaching and substantive results from all the
iteas to be discussed at the Uruguaj Round.

The remarkable political and sconomic changes that ars taking place between
the super-Powers in respect of Central and Eastern Burope, and those that are
taking place in the Asia-Pacific region, the Middle East and sisewhere, point to
the emergence of a new world order, with shiftng slliances and economic groupings.
Papua New Guinea is confident that the United Nations will nddress these issues and
dsvise measures that will allow Member States to cops with the uncertainties that
1lie ahead.

¥Ws continue to support the United Wations in its unique role in the resolution
of conflict, and in the building of a strong framework for international
co-operation., Over the years we have supported the work of the United Mations
because we bsliove it to be vital to the continuing development of a peacefui and
prosperous world commusity.

Finally, we assure you, Mr. President, and the Secrotary-Gsneral of our
continusd support for efforts to maintain and dovelop the work of the United

Kations.
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The PREGIDENT: I have great plevsure in welceming the Prize Wimlster of

gaint Ritte end Wavig, Me. Kesuedy A. Glmmcnds, and in lwviting him te oldiress the
General Aseembly.

D% (Baint Rives eed Wevis): I velcome this opportuzity to
entend to you, Bir, the congretulaticonms of the delegaticn of Balue Ritts ead Bevie
em your olection to the cainent post of President of the Gemeral Asgsembly &t 4te
forty-£ifth session. Yeour election is a clesr ceflecticz of the hich esteem in
uhich you ere held and of the complete confidevce pleced in you by yous
colleagues. WMy delegatiecn iz particularly pleased te welcome you to thie pesitica
a2 the repregentative of a fellew islend matlen., and pledges its fullest
co-gparation ug you guide the critical Jdeliberations of this body.

I also eupress hearty cougratulotiens to the cutgoling President of the Gamezal
Aegembly for bis skilful guidepce of the Assembly through the critical iszsues that
comnanded its sttention during Che lest gessicn.

It is with a profound sense of admiretiom thet I pay e tribute algo to oup
aistinguishad Secretary-Gaueral, Javier Perez de Cueller, for his uvnbtiring efforts
to bring ehout the peaceful zescluticn of the demgerous conflicts that beset the

world community.
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These are objectives with which cvery member nation o hLe Assembly can
fdentify and which they can readily support. They are objectives which every small
developing country in the world would hold desr. Uncil receatly the odds against a
sta2l developing country achieving sustained success in realizing all of these
basic and essential objectives were monumental. Ux3:il recently super-Power
tensions and the arms race, regional conflicts, idsological divisions all conspired
to divert the attention of the wc.’'d away from the plight of the ponr and
disadvantaged poople everywhare,

Then suddenly hope burst upcm the worid like a flower in bloom. The two
super-Powers - the United States and the Soviet Union - ambraced, and the world
breathed a sigh of reliei. Freedom bagan bursting out all over, and in Latin
Assrica and in Eastern Europe democracy descended like rain upon a thirsty land.
The Berlin Wall, like the wall of Jericho, came tumblins down; and Germany, So long
divided, now stendés uposn the thrsshold of reunificavion, a bracon of hope for all
divided paople to £oliow.

While the prospsact of peace around the world would obvwicusly be welcomed by
all nutions, amongst developing countrids, and more so among island developing
covntries like Saint Kitts and Nevis, there was a special feeling of slation. We
£21t that at last the developed countriez would be able to focus their attention
sericusly on the plight of the Sovaloping nations. We wers of the view that small
island developing countries would now b¢ seen snd appreciated as presenting very
difficult problems peculisr to their gscgraphical stztus and that, at last, a
oIt COUlG e foCused va Fimding oud impiemeniing lasting soiucions to
theze problems.

This wns the time for the massive resources vhich hitherto were going into tche

producticu and proliferstion ol nuclear. conventional, chemical or bacterial
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veapons of Sestruction to be diverted on o grand sczle into a new world war - a war
on the preduction, trafficking and use of narcotic d4rugs, a war on atmospheric,
maring and laud-based pollution, a war on under-development, a war on Giseade,
illiteracy. ionorance and poverty. This should have baen a global war wzged under
the banuer of the United Nationz, and with the full support of its entire
membership. 7This was tho time for nations to besat their swords into ploughsharas
snd their spears inte pruning hooks.

Onte again the attention of the world community has been diverted by
conflict. Once again we are brought face to face with the reality that conflicts
and glocbal tensions are the enemies of devulopment.

The invasion and occupation of Kuwait, & Msmbar country of the United Wations,
by Iraq is an illegal act of aggression. My Goverament joins in the world-wide
condemnation of this illegal act and further supporis the United Nations resolution
calling for the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of Iragi troops from
Kuwait., We recommend that every effort be exploited toc bring this crisis to &
peaceful resolution.

This crisis in the Gulf highlights again the vulnerubility of small Ftates.

We are not only at the mercy of the elements, but we face the risk of beling
swallowed up by larger and more powsrful nations. Our only protection against this
eventuality is either the military support of frierdly neighbours or the
indigaation and punitive sanctions of the international community.

Our vulnsrability is further demonsirated by the seriously adverse impact
which this crisis is having on the acunomy of our country in that fuel prices have
skyrocketeds the cost of generatin, electricity has escalated significantly and,

hence, the cost of pumping wator £reRd our wolls has olse rligomp oud, insvicably,
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the cost of imports has risen, leading to & greater outflow of foreign-exchange
earninga, while at the same time assistance from the industrislized countries will
no doubt be further decrsasad.

I applaud the efforts of the §scretary-General to endeavour to £ind a peaceful
solution snd trust thst he will succeed.

In the light of the present criais it almost seens pointle~~ to seek to
address all the issuos of concern to my country as well as to other developing
countries. It is difficult to avoid wondsring if anyone in the devesloped countries
would be listening st this time. However, the issue of development and the
snvironment is so fundamental to the achievenent of our improved quality of life
that I must address it and hope that my message will be heard.

Pirst, I wish to commerd the activities of the Food and Agriculture
Organiszation of the United Nations (PAO), the World Health Organization (WHO), the
United Ngtions Educational, Sclientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), the
United Nationg Industrial Development Ocgsaiszation (UNIDO) and the International
Fund for Agriculturs) Davelopment (IFAD) as they continue to provide our countries
with desired technical assistance in such environmental development programsos as
uvater-quaiity protection, water and sanitation, sustainable agriculture and
aguacultuce.

I also wish to applaud the work of the Praparatory Committes for the United
Nations Conference on Bavironment and Development, which held its first session in
Wsirobi in August this year. I congratulate the Government and people of Keaya as
cthe proud hosts of this symbolic tirst session. Saint Kitts and Hevis will follow
the work of the Committes and would wish to participate in the plans of action that

derive from its work.
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My Government and people would greatly valus the assistance and cnllaboration
of UNESCOU and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to promote
environmental education and training for the 19903 in our schools and to
incorporate environmental literacy into our national strategies for educational
advauncement.

It is clear that the world is more senuitive today to issues relating to the
environment. This is the case to such an extent that many projects in develeping
countries are either delayed or denied because either the industrialized countries
or the multilateral agencies have concerns about the impact of these projects oa
the environment. Philosophically, this may seem to be a reasonable spproach.
However, it must be viewed against the background that most, if not all, of the
problens we worry about today are caused by the industrialized countries, which, in
order to achisve their developmental objectives, place development first and the

eavironment last, and sometimes nowhere at ai’.
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¥e hear about the greenhcuse effact now because the industrialized countries
have been cutting down their forests for decades. It is they who accumulate
nuclear wasto and toxic waste. It is taey who have polluted rivers and seas Some
animal-rights groups wiil malign the good name of a whole nation of farmers whose
crops are systematically destroyed by morkeys, leading to extreme frustration, lcas
of incoume, a depressed snd Alsenchanted ssctor and depletiosn of foreign exchange.

We must be rational inm our approachih to the enviroument. Sustained development
and effective environmental protection must be complementary and not competitiva.
Linkages must be forged hetwesn industry and environmental protection to attain an
improved quality of life. In short, the environment must not be used as a
scapagoat or as an excuse further to stultify the aspirations cf developing
countries.

¥ow that the industrialized countries hava achieved outstanding levels of
devslopment, the environment notwithstanding - and we all share the adverse
effects - they should be prepared immediately to make additional resources
available to doveloping countries for the protection of the environment, while
ensuring that projects designed to achieve sustained snd sustainable deveslopment
can procsed.

In Saint Kitts and Nevis we place & high premium on the implementation of
land-use policies that would enhance fcod production, ensure food security and
improved nutrition, and thus improve health and infustry.

We are striving now to diversify our formoerly monocultural economy. Tourism
is an importent part of that programme. It is clear that if our tourism industry
is to grow and contribute meaningfully to the economy, then as island communities
we must protect the seas and oceans which give life to our important marine
resources and our coastal areas. The prevention snd clean-up of ocean pollution,

however, require ianternational co-operation and the willingness of the
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international community to respond quickly to calls for assistance. The whole
isaue of the environment is a major subject which can be properly adiresssd by
developing countries only with assistance from the United Wations and also directly
from the developed countries.

Another area of grave concern in relation to our quality-of-1ife objective is
the sarious harm that fllicit narcotic drugs can cause to this and succeeding
ganarations of young people, Our determination as a nation to fight the menace of
drugs remains strong and unswerving., We have tightened law enforcement aund enacted
stiffer pennlties. We have benefited in a small messure from the United Nations
Fund for Drug Abuse Control (UNFDAC) in areas of law enforcement and training. We
fequire more assistance in reducing demand through preventive education, health
care and reheabilitation. There is a need for continued international co-operation
to combat the cultivation and trafficking of these illicit substances, to eliminate
the demand, to intensify efforts in the field of public information, health and
education, and to dsvelop programmes for rchabilitation.

The drug traffickers, the narco-terrorists, must be stopped at all costs.

They must o longer be ailowed to terrorize the lives of our young peopls, threaten
the security of the regiom, subvert our youth, rape our society and ratard the
future of generations. The global war against drugs must bhe declared Auiring this
forty-fifth session snd all our Governments aund peoples must enlist.

Although the current tensions continue to dominate our consciousness, and
indesd hang like a pall over our deliberations, we must not forget the progress
that the Organization has helped to make,

I welcome o free Hamibia into the family of the United Nations. I pay tribute

to the United Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG), which played a vital



PKB/pt A/45/PV.5
23

(W
rels in the Namibian electoral process, facilitating a fundamental improvement in
Wamibia's political climate, setting the stage for the reality of free and fair
elections, and reflecting the commitment of the Namiblun paople to iandependence.
The struggle was hard and long and the freedom of Namibia today is a tribute to the
pevple of NMaalbia snd to this family of nations.

Bven in South Africa a glimwsr of hope has lit the scene. Ny Government and
pecple welcome witk great joy the release of lelson Handela. We marvel at his
renarkable fortitude sud hic eschewing of bitternsas im spite of the esormity of
his ordesl. Cleariy Mandela's release, the unbauning of the African Mational
Congress of South Africa (ANC), and ths start of Aialogue &ll represent encouraging
sigus that change may well be on the Lorizon in South Africa. We are saddened by
tha violence in the black townships of South Africa. That must not, however, be
taken as an excuse to maintain the gtatus quo.

We in Salat Kitts and Nevis will not be, and we call upon all nations not to
allow thsmselves to be, lulled into tacit acceptance of apartheid by token gestures
of conciliation. Apartheid is an evil and abhorrent systea which propounds the
supsriority of one man over another based onm the colour of his skin. There can be
0o compromise with ppartheid. All men are crested equal - that is a universal
tzuth. It is only by the elimination of apartheid that South Africa can hope to
re-enter the family of nations. My country, Saint Kitts and Nevis, while
recognising that progress has been made, calls for the maintenance of all sanctions
against South Africa until apartheid is dismantled. We commend the United Nations
Declaration ou South Africa, of Decembar 1989, and recommend thet the international
comsunity continue to assist the South African psople and support the front-line

States.
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It is cause for desp coucern that peace and justice continue to elude the
pecple of Cembodis. The people of that war-tork country must be allowed to enjoy
the right to self-determination without external interference. Wa coutinue to
demand that all foreign troops be removed from Cambodia and that any such
withdraval be verified ané sisured by the presence of an international
pesce-keeping force. We call for dialogue between all parties in Cambodias to
continue until s settlement is reached, and wy Government is 0f the view that in
the interim the status of Cambodia at the Unitsd Nations should not be changed.

Closer to homs in our Caribbean region we are desply concernad about the
unstable situation which continues to exist in Haiti. Clearly, political svents
have made it Aifficult for meoaningful economic deveslopment to proceed. We in the
region will continue to support all efforts o facilitata the holding of free and
fair elections. I express the hops that the forces of influence inside and outside
Haitl will do everything posasible to help., and nothing to hinder, Heitl's
transition to electoral democracy.

Saint Kittz and Mevis spplauds the sttempts at rapprochement betwean Maorth and

South Korer. 7The world nseds sll the peace and conciliacion it can find.
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Ve support the continuation of the dlialogue betwssi the two Korean Governwents
in the firm belief that it cen lead to psace and reunification. My delegation
reitorates its call for both countriss on the Korean Peninsula to become States
Mombers of the United Mations &s a positive step to enhancing their dialogue
tovards zsunificaticn withia the Organization’s structured and sympathetic
framework.

The international community ig so preoccupied at this time that the conceras
and aspirations of small island natjons may not occupy a position of prominance on
its agenda. However, 1 must endeavour to keep the devslopment concerns of this
uniquo.qtouy of nations bofore the members of the Assembly. We are vulnerable to
hurricanes, as demonstrated by the devastation suffersd by Saint Kitts and Nevis
from the winds of Hurricane Hugu. In this reqgard, I take this opportumity to
oxpress the eternsl gratitude of the Government and the people of Saint Kitts and
Nevis for the assistance which was rendered by States Members and relataed
institutions of this Organisation.

¥e ara also vulnerable to every fluctuation in economic paramaters far removed
from our shores, like the erisis in the Gulf., Ws are vulnerable to the adveaturism
of terrorists, like those who held the Prime Minister and Cabinet Msembers of
Trinidad and Tobago hostuge in July of this year. We in thc Caribbean provided
humanitarian assistonce and we were propared to supply miiitary assistance if it
was required. We arc vulmerable to air, sea and land pollution originsting outside
of our shores.

The highest calling of the Unitad Nations is to fszilitate the psaceful
development Of all nations and to mobilize the community of nations to improve the
quality of 1ife of people everywhere. For this noble ideal to be realized, the

vorld must have peace. Let us stand firm against aggression, exploitation and
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suppression, so that peace may be won and the world can direct its atteantion and
its massive resources to the development of psople everywhere. Théere is no higher
ideal to which the United Natlions can aspire.

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, wish to thank tﬁc
Prime Ministor of Saint Kitts and Nevis for the important statement he has just

made.

Mc. CAVALLO (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish): At the outset,

let me convey to you, Sir, my warm and heartfelt congratulations on your election
as President of the Gensral Assembly at its forty-fifth session. Your experience
and wisdom guarantes the success of our endeavours. I would also like to convey
our delegation’'s appreciation to General Garba, who so efficiently guided our
procesdings at the forty-fourth session.

Wa reiterate our welcome to the newly born Republic of Namibia as an
independent State, thus putting an end to one of the most conflict-laden and unfair
situations in recent history. We also welcome the Principality of Liechtanstein as
a new State Membsr of our Organizntion, and we assure its delegation that we are
willing to co-operate with it ir the common purposes thet guide our proseance in the
United Nations.

During the past year wn have witnessed fundamental transformations in
international relations. The far-reaching changes that have taken place in the
count~.es of Eastern Burops and the comrendable improvement in East-West relations

have made it possible co join intermational public opinion in forecasting the end

of the cold war.
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The reunification o2 Yemen has taken place. I; a few days we shall witness
tne unifiecation of Garmany, which will put an end to the painful period of division
of lts peopls and will solve the most glaring of the remaining issues of the Second
¥orld War in Burope. We hope that in a nit-too-distant future the presence of
Xorea will further strongthen the universality of our Organization.

We are also witnossinrg the realization of the hy,... oy an end to racism and
discrimination in South Africa. the achisvement of progress towards solving very
complex situations in South-Bast Asia and an almost complets return to democratic
rule i1 Latin Americs. These are all signz of the strongthening of the United
Nations, beginmninyg with ddtente and the end of the policy of opposing 