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AGENDA ITEM 9 (gontinued)
GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. GROS ESPIELL (Uruguay) (interpretation from Spanish): Since 1945 -
when the United Nations was created in rasponse to the clamour of pecples to
preserve future genarations from the scourge of war, to strengthan faith in
fundamental human rights and to create the proper conditions for international
coexisteace characterized by greater justice and solidarity, thus laying the
foundations for lasting peace - the General Assembly, the priacipal representative
organ of the United Nations, has met sach year to carry out, within ths scope of
its competence, the task of promoting, building and keeping peace. That is the
first purpose of the United Nations ana our paramount mission.

For that reason, I must begin by referring to ths situation that exists today
in the Middle East. 1In these past few months the shadow of war has cast a tragic
shadow over the international situation, which until ther had secemed to be
following a hopeful path. Iraq's invasion and occupation of Ruwait precipitated
the crisis that had been developing, and they pushed the worid to the verge of an
armed conflict of unforeseeable consequences,

The response of the international community, through the Security Council, has
been rapid and emergetic. Uruguay condemns the grave violation of international
law committed by Irag and fully supports the decisions taken by the Counecil,

By adopting this attitude, Uruguay is demonstrating once again its
unconditional respect for and adherence to international law for the sake of peace,
whatever may be the negative consequences for its economy and its develcpment:
process. We must be fully aware that the aggression committed has already created

chaos in the world economy.
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Through the subsequent increase iz oil prices, it has breought about a general
crizsis of extremely serious consequences for the whole of the interr \tional
community, especially for non-oil-producing countries.

Morecver, we must bear in mind that war would oanly worgen this crisis and its
conssquences would be unforesesable. Considering the characteristics of modern war
and - unlike other examples from the past - no State would bensfit frem it. This
is true, dramatically trus, in the case of small deveioping countries with weak and
vulnerable economies.

In the specific case of Uruguay its import and export trade has suffered
precisely quantifiabie damages as a direct consequance of the conflict and of the
sanctions adopted. It has therefore sought consultations, as provided for in
Article 50 of the Charter.

The Gulf crisis has tested the Organization's ability to face situations that
jeopardize peace and security. The United Nations has emerged from this test
triumphant and stronger. It has ceased to be held hostage to the rivalries of the
cold war, and this fact has allowed the Security Council to adopt resolutiocns which
constitute the most extraordinary demcnstration of political co-operation in its 45
years of history.

When Governments - and particularly those of Member States, which as such have
greater responsibilities - decide to comply with and enforce the principles of the
Charter, the United Nations becomes an appropriate and effective inﬁtrumont for
restoring order, security and law.

The most important achievement of international law is the principle of the
prohibition of the use of force by States in their international ralations. Only

this Organization is entitled to make use of force - within the limits provided in
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the Charter - except with the eéxception of the provisional zuthorizstion grantsd o
Statss in case of seif-defence. It is by the application of this system and by the
obssrvance of othsr furdamantal principles of contemporary imternational law - su.
as the right of pecples to gself-datermination, the principle of non-interventic:
and tho sovereign equality of States - that the ezistencs of all States and defs .-
against aggression arc ansursd.

The Gulf crisis has demoustrated two facts of particular significance: the
solidarity of the intermational community in respondiag to aggressicn and its
confidence in the internzticnal sacurity mechanisms of the United Ratioas. This
raassosswent of the current rois of the Organization at a time of wrnfound and
rapid change, gives us cause for optimism about its future, in spite of the
undeniable gravity of ths preseat situation in the Gulf.

The United Watlions is by ite -wiure urnivorsal. Henca there is nzcd for a
pProcess Ly which a2ll States of the world can become Nembers of the Orgaaization.

In this regard Uruguay wolcomes the solution of the guesticn of Namibiz and in full
participation of Kamibia as a Membar o5 the United Nations. We must now focus our
attention on the few remaining exceptions to the principle of universality, such as
Xorea. e are eager to zee South Korea, and if possible North Korea as well,
adaitted to the United Nations.

The admission of Liechtenstein tc the Orgenization is another notsble znd
undazstandable stop in the process towards full universality.

The zeunification of Yemen and the reunification of Gormany - the latter of
which tock place yesterdsy - are praiseworthy eveats. Considering the couszsgusnces
it entells, the reunification of Germany must be saluted as a triumph of freodom

end tho enahrinment of tho will of a people.
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The events in the Persian Guif remind us of the vulnersbility of peace when it
is not based on a system of international arms limitation and control, with the
ultimats gozl of gsneral and coaplete disarmament. Dividing walls may be torn
down; ideological confrontations may be mitigated; borders may bs opened to
communication and trade, the wings of democracy may fly over and destroy
anachronistic authoritarian schemes, but no stable seeurity or lasting peace will
be attained as loxng as gigantic arsenaies exist all over the world, ready to be used
by any arbitrary and aggressive governmant.

An armsd world, cpe in which the great and the small furnish themselves with
powerful and inhuman instruments of destruction and death, does not provide the
pProper framework for peaco. The avents of the Gulf were poasible because the
States invelved thougnt they were emsuring the effectivensss of their rackless acts
through the support of excassive military péwer. rezulting from an uncomtrolled
8rms racs.

The iaterzatieasl community must avoid the occurrence of similar dangsrous
situstions in the future. That will be possible only if we accelerace ths
diszrmament procass. Urugusy underatands that the immediste task is to conceatrate
on further advancing the regulation and limitation of armamsnts, whether
conventional, nuclesr, chemical, bactericlogical, radiclogical or space waapons.

The task must ba carried out through the leunching of new fegotiations or
acceleration of the current ones, the preparation of new conventions on the
subject, the ratification of existing treatiss by those States that have not yet
done 83; the crsation of more nuclear-weapon-free sones, and the improvemsnt and
strengthenirg of the existing onez, and ths full establishment of zones of poECS.

The United Hations is the natursl forum for the Adiacussion of problems of

disermsment and arms control. Raturally, the super-Powers have the xajor
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responsibilities in this regard. But there is no doubt that disarmamen: is a
multilatersl issue because the actions ang the decisions of the super-Powers have
an inevitable inpact on the rest of the world.

In this context Uruguay attaches great importance vo the declaration of the
South Atlantic as a sone of peace and co-operation. It is a {irst basic step ana
it must de complemented with a sound legal statute for that ragion.

At the same time we must undertake the promotion and diversification of
procedures for the poaceful settlement of international conflicts. The history of
international relations clearly shows that only political and Jurisdictional
solutions to international problems provide fair ana lasting results that are

respacted by the parties.
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In the last few years many disputes have been settled - or &re besing settled -
by political or diplomatic procedures, with the participation of the United Nations
or other intergovernmental organizations. Conflicts such as those in southern
Africa, Afghanistan, CQntrai America, Iran-Iraq, Cambodia and Western Sahara have
been or are being settled by negotiations based on the application of peaceful
procsdures.

Together with political ana diplematic procedures, jurisdictional procedures
for the settlement of disputes play a very important role. The increase in the
number of cases submitted to the International Court cf Justice is a very
encouraging trend. However, of the 159 States that make up the international
community, only 46 have accepted the compulsory jurisdiction of the Court. 1In this
Decads of International Law, Uruguay calls upon &2l1 States that have not yet done
80 to consider the possibility of subacribing to the optional clause in paragraph 2
of Article 36 of the Statute of the Court. It is trué that the request made by the
General Assembly in its resolution 3232 (XXIX) has not had the positive effect
expacted. Uruguay considers that it has the right to make this appeal since it was
the first country in the world to accapt unreservedly the compulsory jurisdiction
of, first, the Permanent Court of International Justice and, then, the
International Court of Justice.

The current political and military conflicts cannot overshadow the fact that,
even without them, there are menacing prospscts in the present intersatiocnal
situation. There are global threats that are not related to political or military
issuas, but are the result, on the ona hand, of the persistence of underdsvelcpment
in vast areas of the world and, on the other, of the fast pace of technological
progresds that have introduced revolutionary changes in our ways of life ard methods
of production and have had lethal consequences such as the depletion of natural

resources, the degradation of the savironment, dérug trafficking and terrorism.
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The co-cperation of all States is required to combat thess new dangers of
universal scope.

One of the major challenges is the envirormental issus. The international
community has increased its awarenoss of this issue and is ready to react strongly
against the ;cological dangers to the plamet. Uruguay is hopefully awaiting ths
Conference on Environment aud Development, to be held in Bresil in 1982, and is
committed to participating actively in the work of its preparatory commission as
well as in the rslated actions under way at the international level. crust that
at the 1992 Conference agreemonts will bs reached on strategies and measures to
halt and reverse the effects of environmental degradation. Uruguay beliewves that
these strategies, which must be applied immediately and with the firm political
resolve required by the gravity nf the dangers, must meet the following basic
criteria: £irst, the principle of the inseparability of environmental and
development matters; secondly, the principle of fairness in the distribution of
respongibilities and burdens, which means that the expenses entalled ian the
protection of the enviromment and the restoration of the @cological balance muat be
borne by eack State in accordance with the extent of its participation in the
ecological deteriorationm and witk its financial and tachnolegical capacities;
thirdly, the principle of respect for national sovereignty as understood in
international law in a world of interdependence and solidarity; fourthly, the
principie of co-operation, which requires a special effort by the industrialized
countries since they must provide the dsveloping States with the finaucial
resources and non-polluting tachunoclogics which they lack and which are
indispensable if they are to fsce the environmental problems. Without the
co~operation of the industrialized countries, the developing countries will be

unable to shoulder their responsibilities in regard to protecting the environment,

however strong thoir will teo do so.
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Drug trafficking and torrerism, whick are closely intsrrelated, sre still
taking a tragic toll in destruction and death, viclating fundamental humen rights,
altering the basic principles of civiiized coexistence and creating centres of
disturbance of international soecurity. To combat these two ScCourges we must use
all possible forms of internationsl co-ocparation,

While there is deep concern over incressing drug abuso sna the immensa powsr
of drug traffickers, it ig encouraging to see that through international
co-operation effective measures are bsing adopted based ou the dccoptance of
responsibilities by doth consumer aad producer countries. The latter have launched
8n open war that hes earned despest admiration and solidarity.

These serious problems camnot be underatocd nor cam a selutien to then be
found cute’<n the framework of the enormous task the international community must
undertaks during the last dscade of this century, namely, to bridge the immense gsp
dividing the human family and seporating the world of affluence from the worid of
scarcity and under-dsvelopmext,

It cannot be denied that trus psace is not possible ia a worla that ig
economically divided. The Geucral Assombly has recognizsd the priority that must
be accordesd to reactivating economic growth in the devoloping countries in order to
eénsure the right of every human baing to live free from hunger, poverty, igmorance,
disease arnd fear. Naturally, eack State is responsible for finding its own path to
economic prosperity and social Progress.

Uruguay is fuliy aware that the responeibility for its dovelopmsnt rests
fundamentally on its cwn efforts. Ia spite of the obstacles it faces, it has

complied with it: international obligations in a timely fashion; it has implemented
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painful adjustaest policies; and ths netw Govercment of Prosideat
Luis Albarto Lacalle is devoting itscelf to the tack of State reform, witk the
pusposge of reducing bureaucracy and public expenditure and improving the efficiency
of Stato-run gervices wkile simultaceously stimulatiag productive structuzes. As
President Lacallc said vhen he took office on 1 Msrch last, after az electorsl
victory that was an exanple of the traditional and curreatly sound and stable
Uruguzyan dewmcceracys
“The Govermmeant apd the State must be the first to change in ordsr not to

become a hindrancs and burden to scclety. The Govarnment, administration and

State must resume their condition of being a means to an onéd, and not ouds in

themaslves. They must readjust their Powars sc that they are not oppressive;

reform their dimensions so that they are not a burden; redsfing their

functions so that they 4o not invade the inéividuai‘’s own sphore”.
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Urugeay is making sfforts to attain 2 wore beneficial position in the world
economy throuch ics participation ia new Programaes of subregionsl ecozcmic
integration. It is thug working with the Governments of Argentina, Brasil,
Paraguay and Chile in order te arrive at an efficient and significant integretion
with them aimod at the exteasion and opaning of our @markets and the improvement of
cur competitivensas.

The politicel contoxt of the region could not be more appropriats for this
type of underteking. ‘the complets desccratisation of the South Aserican
subcontinent - an sxtraordinary process which hes not been clearly appraciated from
the outside bscause of similar procesui in other regions - was complemented by the
establishmont of Govermments with rétominq minds ard a modera and dyasmic visicn
of internationsl affairs. The Bush initiative for the Americas proposss a positive
road for co-operatiom between the United States and Latin Asmorica. Uruguay is
Prepared to take that path in the certainty that more equitable relaticns can be
establishad in the hksmisphere through the dialogue that the initiative proposes.

But the efforts of one country would be sterile if the world economic context
were to remais unfavourable. The Gazeral Aszembly recogaiszed the impact of
sxternal factors on the developing efforts of each irdividual country when it
stated that the international comnunity is reapounsible for supporting the efforts
of developing countries towards the solution of their econdomic and social problems
by creating a favourable international - onkent. Undoubtedly, nc econcmic
environment is favourable when the participation of developing countries in world
trade is hindered by subsidies, restricticns ana peotectionism, when & large number
of Latin American and African countries fsce an overvhslming foraign dabt, when
foreiga investment has retreated and when the fluctuating, and ususlly decreasing,

price of coemodities is unpradictable. Porhaps the clearest example of the
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contradictions in today's internationai panorama is tho massive transfer of
resources from tho countries that most need capital towards the industrialized
countriss. 7This fact stifles all possibilities of growth.

Mone the less, some eacouraging signgs can be seen in this hasy panorama.
Creditor countries, for instance, have accepted shared responsibility and havs
recoguized that the debt is not merely a financial problem, but also a political
one. The issue of foreign debt uuigha heavily on many developing countries.
Uruguay, in spite of having unfailingly paid its obligations, is no exception,

The worlé requires a chaange of attituds on the part of the industrialized
countries towards the prevailing internatiomal economic order. They hold the key
to trade, techrology and investments, anad consequently it is»they who are in a
position to facilitate a more equitable incerporation of the developing countries
into the world economic system. We are not asking for favours. Developing
countries are mot a group of beggars; nor do we ask for charity. What we do
request is the opening of markets to our products, fair prices, technolegical
co-opsration and investment or fair terms.

Four years ago the Ganeral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade {GATT) launched the
Uruguey Round to face the critical problems that affect internaticnal trade. Two
years later, the objectives of ths Round were ratified in Montreal during a
mid-term evaluation.

Last July, however, at the mesting of the Tradas Regotiations Committee, the
kighest body of the Rouné, over which I had the homour to preside, the results were
not encoursging. The present status of the negctistions is marked by slow progress
and stagnaticn in highly sensitive areas. 1If this situaticn remains uncﬁanged, we
shall ge to the final meeting of the Round, which is to be held in Brussels next

Decorber, with partial and insufficiont results.
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This is deemod unacceptadble by the developing countries, which stated that the
principal industrialised countries dia not facilitate negotiations by maintaining
their inflexibility on many topics, among which nmy Gelegation wishes to place
particular emphazis on access to markets and agriculture.

This sector is crucially important for Uruguay. The Cairns Group - of which
we are mambera - has already exprosssd its conviction that the Round will not
succeed unless satisfectory agreesments ars reached on agricultural matters. Thig
ig the position of Uruguay as well. If agricultural negotiationa &o not succeed,
the whole Round will fail. We have no choice. The results of the Round must be
consistent with the Declaration of Punta del Este, by which it was launched and
through which its objectives were established.

This process must be clear and based or a multilateral comsensus that aliows
for a more eguitable commsrcial system. Uzruguay will continuo to work towards the
ultimate achievement of these goals.

Peace is built day by day. It is built from deep in the hearts of men to
become a reality in the 1life of nations. How could it be built, then, without
first promoting the human being, his essential rights, his dignity and values? How
can we expect to build peace if human rights and the rights of people are not
respected? Therein rssides the very origin of evary upheaval and of any lack of
peace. Resgpect for and premotion of human rights is, therefore, the inevitable
foundation for psace.

As long as somewhers in the world there is no full respect for the dignity of
men and women, flesh and blood, bedy and soul - the main protagonists of the world
and its history - as long as aparthejd percists, as long as racism persists in its
true and accurate sense, without misleadiagly stretching its meaning either

historically or politicaliy, as lorng as persecution and discrimination exist, as
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long as political rights are not racognised and enforced and as long as free and
pericdic elections are not held, it will be impossible to promote the development
of man, and economic, social and cultural development will be inconsistent.

I should like to pay a tribuﬁo to the work done by the Secretary-General, an
eminent Latin American citizen with whom I recently had the honour of co-oparating
ac his Special Representastive for the quostion of Western Sahara. His work during
this last year - brilliantly set forth in his report to the General Assembly - has
made a remarkable contribution to interaational poace and sscurity. His work has
already obtained successful results in some ceses. In others, it has clesared the
way by pointing out the applicable principles and criteria for the just ana

peaceful settlement of conflicts.
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In his inaugurzl address President Lacalle defined today's world in the
following worda:

“The world we face today is a world in ferment, = world of change and
renewal. Its main characteristic, its motive force, lies in the freedom of
the individual and the independence of nations, two terms of the eternal
.equation of history."”

This changing world pPresonts challenges of grest historic significance to the
United Nations.

The Ganeral Assembly held a 3uccessful session last year under the presidency
of the Ambassador of Nigeria, Joseph Garba, whom it is now my pleasure to
congratulate on the performance of his task. This year we must take decisions on
maay subjects that are as complex as they are important, at a time of serious
challonges that call for lm@ediate soluticns. The fact that you, Mr. President,
have bsen elected to guids our debates lets us anticipate another successful
session. We know your intellactusi capacity, your awareness of the international
situation, which, togetker with your sense of justice and your skills in
conciliation, will I am sure. ensble you to guide our work to a successful
conclusion.

In the name® of my Government I congratulate you and wish you avery success.¥

Mr. FILALI (Morocco) (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the

delegation of the Kingdom cf Morocco, I take Pleasure to extend to Ambassador
Ge Marco, our congratulations on his unanimous election to the presidency of the

forty-fifth seasion of the General Assambly.

® Mr. Fortier (Canada), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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I am convinced that hig ability and profound knowledge of international issues
will lead our delibsrationms to & successful outcome. I would like to assure him of
our full co-operation with him in the performance of his duties, all the more so
because our two countries maintain and share common views ;ithin the framework of
the Nor-Aligned Movement and in the meetings of the countries of tke Mediterranean
basin,

I should like also to pay tribute to Ambasszdor Joseph Garba for the excellent
manner in which ke conducted the work of the last session and express to the
Secretary-General our highesst appreciation for his tireless efforts for the
settlement of the problems confronting our world and his sustained initiatives to
strengthen opportunities for a constructive dialogue between States in the
interests of peace and international security and the upholding of the principles
of the Charter.

It is also with particular pleasure that we welcome the presence of the
delegation of the sister Republic of Yemen after the happy unification which
brought back together its two parts.

We would also like to welcome the new State of Namibia on the cccasion of its
admission to the Orgamization following a lengthy struggle and we also congratulate
the delegation of Liechtenstein on its admission.

This, the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly takes place under
extraordinary international circumstances and at the beginning of a historic new
era in international ralations. It is the first session after the end of the cold
war. The threat of nuclear annihilation has receded. Extinction used to thraaten
a world which was torn apart by ideological antagonisms into two camps,

We now witness a new international situation that has turned upside down the
long-established concspts of internmational relations which prevailed for most of

the twentioth century. This was unimaginzble only a year ago,
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Me cannot but express our profound satisfaction at the energence of the
beginning of a new er; of accord that would spare humanity the horror of global
destruction.:put an end éo the bitter struggls batyuen East and West with all its
negative repercussions on intsrnational relations aad hsher in a new era of worla
history.

Notwithstarding, we would be justified in asking whether the positive results
that have been achieved on the road of détente between East and West do mean the
end of the problems of the overwhelming majority of the world's population and
vwhether the developing world will really benefit from those developpsnta? The
question is: will the developing world continue to be on the side lines of
intornational relations?

Such questioning stems from the many fears bred by the mentality which stilli
inspires the conduct of internationsl relations, especially on the economic lavel.
Moreover, problems contimus to be dealt with in the same oid way.

Howaver, we prefer te be optimistic. In our optimi 'm, wa hope that soon thers
will be a tendency towards ecomomic co-operation and ganuine co-ordination bstween
all Statas of the Worth and the South and that this co-operation will naterialize
in the context of a new North-South dialogue which will bs given special priority
with a view to avoiding the further aggravation of the chronic crises of
backwardness and their grave results,

On the other hand, for about a year now, we have bsen witnsssing the smergence
of 2 more prominent United Nations political role which has continued to grow
perceptibly ! . international relations. It even appears that this role is on its
way towards the realization of the objectives envisioned by the authors of the
Charter at the Conference of San Francisco in 1945. while expressing our
satisfaction at this positive development, we believs that{ after 2 balf century of

its existence, the United Natioms system needs a thorough re-examination.
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Today's world with its States, peoples, economy. beliefs, interests and
priorities, is not the world whick adopted the United Nations Charter in 1945. The
nuaber of Momber Sta“es has risen from about 50 te 159; representation, which was
fsitially limited, now emdraces almost évery corner of our planet. As a result,
there have best several mow political, acomomic and social situations and changes
to which the United Nations should adjust if it is to function in the modern world
and become & genuinely affective Organisation. That requires tie introduction of
corprahensive reforms in the Orgamiszation's methods, structures and workiang
preceiurss.

Whe omong us does not Xknow that most United Nations ressclutions go unheeded
and pemuin nsglected, or denies that regular and special General Assembly sessions
produce nothing but neatly Preparsd documents that havs no real practical content?
that could prejudice the credibility and efficacy of the Organization and
amacerbate the critical situvations that beset many of the world's regions.
Therefore, we are duty-bound to remedy the situation esrnestly and decisively so
he United Mations may become the living conscience of mankind.

The fact that principal ceantres of éecision-making with a considerakle
aflugste on the life of the world's bPeoples and their political and social well-
‘e.0¢ oporate outside the United Nations system has further weakened the
‘rgeaisation’s stending. That is a flagrant contradiction that we should overcome
'y considering tho esteblishment of a new order tak’ng into acecount the legitimate
intszests of the world's population without preference or diserimination.,

In recaont years, wo have boen hoping for improvemsnt in the situation of the
developing countries, espension of their ecomomies and a rise in their standarde of
living and social conditions. Wa camnot but fsol 80rgy to see developing countries
bscoming progressively poorer. How com it be otherwise when 11 more States were

r2contly added to the 1ist of laast dsveloped countries? All this, in fact, stems
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from an insquitable economic environment that igmores the rights of the doveloping
world,

While Rurope experiences fundamental changes which benefit its peoples, ana
vhile the prosperity and wall-being of the other advanced pacples continue to grow,
developing countries are heading towards deeper econcmic underdevelopmant,
Notwithstanding the special session of the Genmeral Assembly on recovery from the

critical economic situation in Africa, that continent sinks deeper into the morass

Morocco has always believed in the usefuiness of constructive dialogue, and
its foreigm pPolicy has always besn pervaded by optimism. It is in this spirit that
we hope for a favourable response on the part of the pProsperous countries to the
legitimate requests of the developing countries. Such a response would reflect the
spirit of international détente and the positive impact it should have on the
economies of the developed countries.

In the midst of all the problems now facing the world and the world's
st.rivings to find appropriate solutions for them, the Arab Maghreb countrs ' '3 have
decided that the bast way to face up to the challenges of our time is to act
collectively through the establishment of a Maghreb union. The Kingdom of Moroccco
g ’es gpacial priority to such common Maghreb action which aims at building a
strong Maghreb entity on sound pillars of co-operation and positive, sincere
co-ordination in ali areas.

There is ne nced to point out that the strong ties batween the countries of
the Arab Maghrsb are not new. They are centuries-old ties rooted in the soil of a
common past. We have always shared the same lraguage, the same religion, the same
history and will share the same destiny. More recently, this unity has beean

strenghthened by a common armed struggle for liberation from the yoks of
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colonialism, a struggle which was aimed, on the political level, at building a
united Arab Maghreb.

If all such factors can be viewsd as tributaries of the mainstream of Maghreb
unity, the current era of major agglomerates requires that countries with close
ties, such as the States of the Maghreb, should establish among themselves an
integrated community and a"system of co-ordination to enable them to face up to the
challenges of the age.

The emergence of the Arab Maghredb Union, whose legal foundations and
institutions were establisied in the 1989 Marrakesh Treaty, was necess’..ted by the
interests of the region‘s peoples at the national and international levels,
especially with respsct to their raslations with the neighbouring States of the
European Economic Community (EEC), which are linked to the Arab Maghrsb region by
close historical and economic ties and important common intergsts.

We are convinced that the many important accomplishhents achieved on the path
of this Union will increase and be consolidated thenks to the belief of the Maghreb
peoples that political, ecomomic and social progress is dependent on the Unior and
that their status and proaperity depend on common action.

We have not the sliightest doubt that the outcome of this process will reflect
positively on the relations of brotherhood and solidarity among the States of the
Maghreb. That will be in the interest of their peoples and to the benefit of
regional and international peace and security.

Morocco is also closely linked to.othar parts of the Arab world by atrong ties
of religion, blood, kinship, history and common destiny. Comsequently, bsing
sensitive to any event that takes place in that world, it has always endeavoursd to
contribute to mapping out a common Arab destiny. It is no surprise, therefore,
that Morocco takes great interest in Arab affairs, as witneased by our hosting of a

great many Arab summit and other mesetings.
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The Arad world is today experiencing one of the gravest and darkest crises in
its modern history as a result of the invasion of Kuwait by Iragi armed forces and
the developments that have ensued.

Since the early 1980s, the Arad Gulf rogion has been in the grip of
instabiiity as a result of the Irag-Iran war and its regative effects on the
security of the Gulf. The world breathed easier wken, in keeping with Security
Council reaclution 598 (1988), that war ended on 18 July 1988. The Arab world then
began to look with optimism to the re-establichmant of security in the region and
to a better future in inter-Aradb re&lations.

Throughout that period, Moroceo played to the full its positive Arab role
which stems from its Arab policy that puté principles over interests and which is
motivated by a sincere desire to establish genuine Arab co-oparation througk an
effective solidarity that is free from any political, economic or any other
ambition. The late King, His Majesty Mohammed V, summed up the fundamentals of
Moroccan Arab policy in those few, elogquent words addressed to the Middle East
countriess during his visit to Lebanon in 1960: "Our closeness derives from our
being far away from each other."

However, calm and peace had no sooner returned to the Gulf region than the
situation deteriorated once 2gain as regional relations were darkeced by a border
dispute between Irag and Kuwait, to which the Arab States, as well as Arab
mediators and the countries members of the Organiszation of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (CPEC), turnsd their atteantion with a visw to containing and confining it,

In fact, a partial solution to the dispute was worksd out at Geneva within the
framework of OPEC. Arad action was then mobilized to find a solution to the
remaining aspscts of the dispute, in particular at the Jeddah meeting between the
two parties on 1 August 1990, which led to an agreement to pursue the dialcque at a

later time.
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The Arad world and the internstional community as a whole were startled by the
Iraql military invasion of the State of Kuwait on 2 August 1990 and by our Iragi
brethren's subsequent annexzation of that country.

Morocco, which has aiways maintainsd and which continues to have strong
fraternal ties with its sister countries of Irag and Kuwait, and which hags
maintained relations with them based on mutual respact, cannot but express its
regret that this should have happerned. Kuwait is a sovereign State, a member of
the League of Avab States and of the United Nations. This is, therefore, an
inadmiesible Eait accompli that is contrary to internaticnal law - all the mors so
because our Iraqi brethrer &id not resort to the ordinary means of settling
disputes in dealing with their differences with Kuwait. That is to say, those
problems should have been addrossed within the framework of the charter of the
Leagus of Arab States, through Arab arbitratica or rediation.

That actica triggered a grave and unprecedented crisis, ocme that generated
arong the States of tike region a real anxiety sbout their future, compelled them to
take exceptional measures and, in exercise of their sovereignty, to appeal for Arab
and foreign help. Subsoquently, the Arab world found itself ip a very embarrassing
doadlock: the problem had acquired interanational dimensions and foreigm naval
fleets and armed forces pourcd into the region.

Morocco is most sincerely sager and hopeful to find a way of rcaching
agreenent betwsen its brethren. We remain convinced that finding an Arab solution
is the soundest way to overcome the crisis, for Arab wisdom has in the past
succesded in re¢ dlving major crises in the Arab world. Against this backdrop, an
Arab mini-gusnit was held in Rabat on 19 Septembor 1990 betwasn His Majesty
King Hussein of Jordan, His Majesty the King of Morocco and His Excellency

President Benjedid of Algeria to seek a solution to the crigis,
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Thiz was yet another Arab effort to resclve the crisia. In this connection,
Norocco wishes to reiterate its readiness to effectively contribute to any effert
that aims at £inding 2 peaceful solution to this problem.

If good intentions prevail and the political wilil is there, we can put an end
to this perilous slide towards war by finding a sclution based on Iragi withdrawal
trom Kuwait's territory, respect for international law and the re-ingtitution of
the legal Government of Kuwait, while considering the wital interests of both
parties. Within such a framework, all legitimate claime could be examinead.

On the other hand, ws should rot igmore the relationship betwsen this crisis
and the unstable situation that prevails in the Middle East or the contirved
turmoil in the region since the oend of the Second World Nar. Tke region has
continued to be the arena of a military and political conflict and a combat area
into which, because of the Arsb-Israeli conflict, the most modern armamonts have
been poured from East snd West. The Dresent circumstances »ay provide an
opportunity to reflect on appropriate soluticms to all Middle East preblems and, ia
the first instance, to the Palestinian qusstion, which, without a prompt and
equitable settlement, wiil continue to be a clutch of time-bomba that are primed to
explode and threaten international peace.,

More than 23 years have elapsed since Israel occupied the Arab occupied
territories. Consistently, throughout that period, the international community and
the United Nations have falled, owing to Isragi's intransigence, to implement the
resolutions they have adopted with a view to bringing that occupation to an end.

In this regard, Morocco hag oxerted countless efforts over the Years to contributs
to finding a golution to the Middla East problem. In fact, the historic summit of
Fez was held on Moroccan uoil in 1982. The outcome of that suﬁnle was a much

lauded practical Arsd Plan for the ssttlement of the problem.
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That movement towards the desired settlemsnt was strengthonsd by the histcrie
decision takez by the Palsstine Maticnal Coumcil in Alglers in 1388 and by the
commitments given by ths Presidant of the State of Palastine during the meeting of
the Genaral Assembly Leld at Gensva in December of the 2aR6 year.

Agein, the extraordinary Arad summit meeting heid at Casablanca last yoar,
reéasgertod the commitament of the Arzb countries to a psaceful settiemeat on the
basis of international law. It alse called for the need to convere &n
international conference oa ths Middle Bast with the participaticn of the five
permanent mesbers of the United Netions Security Couacil, along with all the
partics to the conflict, including the Palestine Liberation Organigotion (PLO), the
sole and legitimate representative of tho Palestinisn people, to find golutiens on
the basis of Security Couscil resolutions 242 (1957) and 338 (1973) and all the

relavant resclutions of the United Mations.
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Howsvor, this uttiéing after a settlemsnt hag HOt progressed a single step
forward becauss of the lack of any Israsli political will to move in that
airection, Israel's rejection of the very idea of an intornat;unal conferance and

its denial of the legitimate rights of the Falestinian People. Tho situation has

.occupiod Palestinian and cthar Arab to?ritoriea. This has just stacted ard the
dusber of the imaigrants is expected to reach 1 million,

One camnost but ask oneself where all these People are going to live and
vhether it igs not the intsnt;on of Iarasl to settle them in the occupied
territories at thg expense of ths legitinmate inhabitants ang thersby create a nsw
ggig_ggggnplx on the ground that would obviate the poasibility of adopting any
Proposed solution.

If this aew situation continues, its 96ricus céﬁneﬁu&neas could iot but
trigger a new ana najor crisis in the Middle Bast region such as the region has
naver seen. '

Iﬁ view cf 211 this, it iz no wonder that the Palestinizn people‘s jntifadah
which is about to end its third year, goss on unabatesd, It expreaias the
Palestinian peoplo‘s determination to wrest their inalienabie legitiﬁate rights to
seli-determination ana the establishment of their own independent Stqtc on their
owa 80il 1iks any other People in the worid that has acceded to indeperdonce ang
sovereignty over the past few dscades.

Bscause of the consequances of the Middls East situation, our giﬁtot country,
Lebanon, became the bloody arena of political ana inten-coununalisplits suck as the
world has never seen, after having been once a cradle of brotherhood and
coexistence between a1l communities, religions ard creeds.

Morocco, &3 a co-chairmen of the Tripartite Comnittee, is happy to gee the

Teif accords being implemerted. The best proof that the complote and effactive
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implementation of the plan and the steps doriving from it are conducive to
security, civil peace and national concerd in'this wounded sistsr country is
enmbodied in the recent decision by the Lebanese parliament to reform the Lebanese
State's structures.

Morocco, being part of Africa, takes great intsrest in the affairs of that
continent and actively contributes to svery endeavour tc guide its steps and map
out its future. During the past session. the continent witnessed a number of
significent positive political devolopmonts, such as the independence of Namibia,
last March. My country weicomed that event and wished the brotherly Namibian
pecple progress and happiness in the exercise of their regained paticnal
sovereignty.

Moxocce has equally welcomed the recent developments in South Africa towards a
new system wherein every trace of aparthaid would bs eradicated. Those
developmants were initiated by the release of the militant Nelson Mandela, the
lifting of the ban that was imposed on the African National Congress and other
political parties and limiting the scope of the emorgency laws.,

In this regard, Morocco would encourage the Govermment of President de Klerk
in pursuing further the policy of dislogue and reform, provided that policy leasds
to the eradication of every trace of the aparthaid system in South Africa.

Morocco has always been one of the most fervent believers in the virtues of
dialogue and ths need to search for solutions by peaceful means. Hence, Morocco
has beer 2 meeting ground for those who favour the wisdom of exchenging viaws and
mutual understanding between the parties to any conflict. In this context, Morocco
cannot but voice its profound satisfaction at the docision of the two sister
countries, Libya au@ Chad, following their recent summit meeting at Rabat, to

submit their territorial dispute to the Internationel Court of Justice. In our
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view, it is a wise decision, which Morocco has Leen advocating for a long time.

We also hope for concord, harmony and national reconciliation in the sister
country, Angela. Morocco has worked for this with the agreement of the parties
ccuncorzned and will continue to work in that direction in the hope that the parties
will be able to reach solutions that would ensure unity, progress and prosperity
for the people of Angola. This is an end that Morocco will continue to work for,

As for the dispute between Mauritania and Senegal, this is a painful
disagreement which deeply touches the Kingdom of Moroceco; the parties to the
conflict are brothers and friends that have the closest ties with my couatry, based
on a common history or ties of religion, blood and kinship.

From the first day of the dispute, Morocco acted to mitigate its impact on the
populations of the two countries with ap 2ir 1lift between the two capitcals,
Nouakchott and Dakar, to evacuate victims. Moreover, Morocco was the first country
to take initiatives to contain the dispute and contribute to finding 2 speedy and
just solutioa therato. To this end, it chaired a delegation of the Arab Maghreb
Union countries, which tried to contain the conflict and reconcile the two
parties.

Despite the difficulties in the way of settlement, Morocco, which has always
favoured dialogue and understanding, continues to be ready to play its role anew
towards recomciliastion and for tke return to serenity in the relations between the
two sister countries.

Morocco welcomes the positive developments that have taken place recently in
Asia, in particular the withdrawal of Soviet forces from Afghanistan, the beginning
in the Korean peninsula of a useful dialogue between North and South apd the
agrasment reached in the United Nations Security Council for settling the ;xoblem

of Cambodia.
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Morocco equally welcomes the return of concord among the Latin American
countries, especially those of Central America, since my country might be
considered the closest Arab country to Latin America, im view of its historical and
cultural ties with the region. Morocco is happy to see Latin America find its way
to understanding and progress and declares its willingness to widen the field of
co-operation and increasa the existing contacts with those countries and their
Governments.

Morocce is the closest Arab and African country to Europe. This geographical
closeness has always made it necessary for Morocco to follow with great attention
what goes on in Europe, especially since many of its fundamental interests are
related to that continent.

Therefore, Morocco has been following with the groatest interest the radical
changes that have been taking place recently on the political, economic and sccial
levels in Europe. Those are reshaping the history of that continent. In this
regard, Morocco welcomes especially the unification of the two Germanies and the
commitment of most Bastern Eurcpean countries to pluralistic democracy and economic

freedom.,
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Morocco was quick to voice its satisfaction at those developments, and even
insisted on consolidating and promoting those developments by contributing to the
fund of the Europesn Bank for Recomstruction and Development which financez the
reconstruction of the economies of those countries.

Morocco has also followed, with great interest, the developments that have
keen taking place in the European Economic Community (EEC) in the direction of a
single market, as a pralude to political union. It goes without saying that
Morocco's many significant historical ties with the countries of the EEC justify
Morocco's great sensitivity with regard to those develcpments, which asre bringing
blessings to the peoples of the REC, increaging their prosperity and raising their
level of dsvelopment. As a result, there is naturally a situatior of improved
' security, stability ard progress for all Europe, and for the north coast of the
Mediterranean in particular.

Morocco, which is working to comsolidate its relations of friendship,
co-operation and good-neighbourliness with its European néighbours. expresses the
wish to see the blessings of this Prosperity extend to the entire Mediterranean
basin from north te south.

One of the items on this session‘'s agenda is the so-called question of Western
Sahara. This item, as we know, is directly related to the fundamental interests
and destiny of the Kingdom of Morecco. Regardless of those comsideratioms, Morocco
has responded to the efforts and good intentions aimed at finding a solution to
this conflict within the framework of the United Nations. Therefore, Morocco has
agreed in principle to the Secretary-General's proposal, made in August 1988 as
part of his good offices, in order to reach a settlement of that problem. After
walcoming this initiative, Morocco has pursued the dialogue with the

Secraetary-Ceneral in this ragard. Sirece then, the Secretary-General has visited
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Morocco many times, where he has had constructive and positive discussions. This
kas helped him to pursue further his efforts. Morroco has spared no effort in
facilitating his mizsion and co-operating sincerely with him in search of a lasting
solution to this problem as soon as possible.

In this regard, a new development has taker place recently wher the
Secretary-General submitted proposals for a practical settlement. Oa 30 July 1999,
His Majesty King Hessan II gent a letter to the Secretary-Genmeral clarifying
Morocce's position on the proposals. Morocco views the future with great hope and
optimism, and remains guided by the same spirit as in the past regarding the
creation of the best conditions which would lead to the desired ssettlemsnt. The
delegation of the Kingdom of Morocco wishes to underline, in this forum, Morocco's
commitment to a comtinuing constructive dialeogue with the Secretary-General and its
readiness to sincerely co-operate with him.

All through the yearz of this 20th century, mankind has witnesssd great events
which influenced the quality of life on our planet either positively or
negatively. On could therefore say that, as of now, the 20th century, with its
good and avil, has virtually ended, and the thoughts of mankind ars beginning to
turn towards the 21st century with optimism. It augurs well that everybody is
getting ready to welcoms the new century with a positive spirit, marked with
optimism, in order to face up to the fundamental challenges. That is unavoidable
if we are to start the long march towards the happiness of mankind.

The most important of these challenges are the eradication of underdevalopment
in the least developed countries, a new upsurge in human development, and ridding
contemporary human societies of all the diseases and all the psychological,

cultural and moral crises which beset humanity. We continue tc hope to be
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able to face up to thoase challenges in order to create a world that is worthy of
mankind and to bequeath to the coming generations a social and moral inheritance
and a civilization which matches the unprecedented dazzling scientific and
technological achievements of this century.

Mr. SY (Senegal) (interpretation from French): The delegation of Swnegal
warmly congratulates the President on his election to quide the work of the General
kssembly at its forty-fifth session. In addition to being a tribute paid to your
country for its commitment to peace and justice, this wise choice consecrates his
long experience in international affairs and his intellectual, human and moral
qualities. It is true that we will have to take up some sizeable challenges during
this session, but we are convinced that under his guidance our work will be
successful. He may count on the delegation of Senegal to be at his disposal to
assist him, to its modest best, os he carries out his difficult mission.

To his illustrious predecessor, Major-General Joseph Garba, Minister of State
of Nigeria, I woulé 1ike to reaffirm my delegation’'s satisfaction at the effective
and skilful manner in which he guided the Assembly‘'s work at its forty-fourth
regular session and its sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth special sessions. In
so doing, he gave honour to all Africa. Let him find here a renewed expression of
my delegation's warm and sincers congratulaticns,

It is also a pleasure for me to acclaim the constant efforts of the
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, to promote peace and security
everywhere and to give the United Nations a stronger image, that of an Organization
is ever stronger and more credible because it is capzble of saying what is right
and defending the independence and sovereignty cf its Members.

I should also like to emphasize and welcome the ever growing universality of
our Organisation. The presence of Namibia and Liechtenstein in this Assembly,

which we acclaim with joy ard pride, is yet another dazzling illustration of this.
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Namibia, which today is independent, nseds constant support f£rom the
international community to solve, inter alia, the problems related to rebuilding
its economy and restoring its territorial integrity. Senegal has given it such
support, and we have no doubt that the United Nations, which, particularly through
the Council for Namibia, played a decisive role in that country's independence
process will give it all the desired support.

I should like, finally, to welcome the presence in our midst of reunified
Yemen, and to express again our sincerest wishes for the Yemini people‘'s stability
and prosperity-

Yesterday, 3 October, a crucial page in post-Second-World-War history was
turned. I rafer to the peaceful unification of Germany. This historic event - a
symbol of success and dynamism - should mark the dawn of a new eia where
co-operation and understanding will prevail over the 0ld confrontations on our
planet.

Thus, the unprecedented joint efforts that have replaced stubborn aatagonisms
between the super-Powers herald the coming of a new political order. The wind of
freedon, which had bequn to blow in Eastern Europe during our last session, is now
blowing harder and ;preading. At the same time, the doors have been opened to
solving a large number of regional conflicts, and partly opened to settiing certain
others.

Today mors than ever before we have reason to hope that we shall see the birth
of a new world order, in which solutions to conflicts will be found threough
multilateral diplomacy in the service of our common security.

But, it is merely hope that is involved and not yet reality, bscause a world

of peace, solidarity and justice is not yet here. One might even say that doubt is
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winning over our mind because of the resurgence of nationality problems in one
place; the psrsistehee of old conflicts, which continue tc slude solutioa in
another place; civil wars and threats of regional conflicts in yet other places.
Global peace and collective security remain goals for the attainment of which much
effort still needs to be made.

We have just bear tragically reminded of this by the events in the Guif
region. Thers, in defiance of international law and in violation of the provisions
of the Charter of the United Nations, one country, Iraq, icvaded another, Kuwait,
and decided to annex it outright. Senegal, which criticized and condemned this
inadmissible act, is already acting in conformity with all the Security Council
resolutions, and repeats here its firm commitment to support any other measures
takon within the United Nations to end the aggression against the sovereignty and
independence of Kuwait, a State with which Senegal is linked by solid, close
relations of friendship and co-cperation.

Ending this aggression moeans, at the same time, ensuring the unconditional
withdrawal of Iragi troops fxom occupied Kuwait, restoring the legitimate
Goevernment of that country, headed by His Highress Emir Sheikh Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and obtaining the immediate release of ail foreign hostages.,

In the name of the right to self-defence, recognized by the Charter of the
United Nations for all Member States, Saudi Arebia is entitled to appoal to the
international community to help it defend its soveveignty and its territorial
integrity. It was ia responss to the appeal of that friendly country, with wvhich
Senegal has special relations, and in order to join the concert of nations in
ensuring respect for law, that President Abdou Diouf decided to send a militery

contingent to that country.
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It is, moreover, comforting to see that this crisis ssems to hava strengthened
the internatioral community's determination to consolicdate and strengthen the still
fragile results achieved during these last months, which particularly concern two
essontial areas: the self-determination of psoples and the respect for and
promotion of human rights throughout the worid. Consolidating and strengthening
these gains means also resolving the age-old conflicts that challenge the
establishment of 2 mew political order which is able to promote peace and security
throughout the world,

For some conflicts, such as those in Western Sahara and Cambodia, encouraging
Progress has already been noted towards solutions sponsored by the United Nations.
Senegal is honoured to have played a leading role in these two cases, tharks to the
cenfidence regularly shown with regard to Sensgal's chairing the United Nations
Ad Hoc Committee on Kampuchea, and thanks to the initiative of its Head of State,
President Abdou Diouf, whe, in his capacity as the current Chairman of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU) had initiated the process for negotiations on
Western Sahara in co-operation with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. I
should like to reaffirm that my country is prepared to continue to contribute in
every wa§ to the completion of the process under way.

With regard to Cambodia, we weicome the agreement reached in Jakarta on
10 September 1990 to set up a Supreme National Council, and we hope that the
parties to the conflict will take this historic opportunity to embark upon tke road
of national reconciliation.

For other conflicts, such as the ome in South Africa, we sesem to be at the
dawvn of a new era, but the foundations of the aspartheid system are still in place.

The release of Nelson Mandela and other political priscners, the removal of
the ban on pelitical movements including the African National Congress of South

Africa and tke Pan Africanist Cougress of Azania, the start of a dialogue with a
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view to diamantling apartheid: all these things, it is true, reflect a development
that must be encouraged. However, the maintenance of repressive laws, the resort
to divisiveness and its corcllary, the escalation of v.lo:l.gnco. which ars threats to
the pursuit of political dislogue, require constant vigilance on the part of the
international comﬁnity. all countries must ensure that pressure continues to be
brought to bear on the South African régime until this process, which has begun, is
consolidated and grows in order to lead to the final eradication of the azpartheid
system.

Senegal, which initiated the decision taken on 24 February by the Council of
MinisterS of the OAU to recommend to its member States that they commemorate 11
February of each year as Mandela Day, in recognition of the sacrifices made by this
freedom fighter, reaffirms its constant commitment to vorking for the eradication
of this crime against hurmanity.

In the Korean peninsula, the process of peaceiful reunification, which my
country has always hoped for, seems to have registered scme progress with the
recent meeting between the Prime Ministers of NWorth Korea and South Korea. It is
our hope that this meeting will be followad up by further moetings s0 that tho

Korean psninsula may finslly bo reunitod.
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In that regard and with regard to the guestion of adequate representation for
Korea in our Organization, Senegal reaffirms its commitment to the principle of
universality, in keeping with the Charter and the rslevaant resclutions of the
United Nations.

These are conflicts for whose soluticn we see glimmers of hope, but, to our
~ great regret, there are othars that go on and on and get worse. It is so in the
case of the question of Palestine, which continues to defy the conscience of the
world. My country, which chairs the Committee on the Bxercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian Psople, has already, with cthers, defined the principles
that should underlie any draft solution, as well as the framework for a global
sattlement.

Today, it is our most fervent wish that, in pursuance of the consensus that
already exists with regard to the Gulf crisis, the Security Council will take the
necessary measures to bring an end to the conflict ir the Middle East through
restoration of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and the convening
of an internationsl conference on the Middle East with the participation of all
parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Organiszation, the sole,
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

Hith regard to Lebanon, where the situatiorn gives rise to deep anguish, we
make an urgent appeal that this battersd and toran country be allowed to regain its
unity without foreign interferance.

As for the Cyprus problem, we encourage the Secretary-General to pursue his
effortz, with a view to having & plan of action put in place in conformity with
Security Council resolution 649 (1990).

In connsction with Afghanisten, there is now international consansus in favour

of a nsgotiated solution. All efforts should therefore be directed towards the
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beginning of an internal procaess that would senabie the Afghan pecple to exercise
freely their right to self-determination.

I should like to say a few words about two problems in our region - West
Africa. Pirst, there is the civil war that is raging im Liberia, which grieves us
terribly. My country deplores this war. The suffering of our brothers, the people
of Liberia, has gone on too long. Therefore it is urgent that thers bs convened a
special summit of the Economic Community of West African States, at which all
countries in the region would collectively seek a settlement that would rermit thie
brother ccuntry to regain its unity and scvereignty, and ensbic ita sons finally to
become reconciled and to devote themselves to the rebuildingy of its devastated
économy. Sensgal is working to this end, in the hope that, when the time comes,
the international community will spare no effort to assist Liberia.

With reapact to our dispute with our neighbour Mauritania, Senegal, through
me, reafifirms its determination to work tirelessly for an overall negotisted
solution - a solution that would psrmit, among other things, removal of the
obstacles that this unhappy conflict has put in the way of our pursuit of
subregional iategration. At the same time I repeat our full confidence and our
availability with regard to eﬁe mediation committee that the Organization of
African Unity has established. This is the spirit that has always guided us in
recpect of the much-appreciated initiatives of friendly countries.

An epproach to ths overall problem cf internatiomal peace and sscurity, if it
is to be global, must take into account also equilibrium in the field of
development. In this regard, President Abdou Diouf, in 1979, when he was Prime
Minister, said:

“Certainly we feel that ali sfforts to eliminate hotbeds of tension in
the world, tc silence guns and to stop fighting are praisevorthy. But we are

convinced that oven i/ - and this iz something for which we hope desply - the
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prezent conflicts were to end tomorrow, the world will still be on the edgs of

the abyss of war so long as the gap between rich and poor nations, far from

diainishing, coantinues to grow, throwing into irreparable, sisyphean despair

80 sany people who have made laudable efforts to smerge from such a situation.*®
Eloven years later, those words are still appropriate; never has the econcomic and
social condition of two thirds of mankind caused more disappointment or given rise
to more anguished guestions or mere pessimistic projections. Despite the
courageous corrective aud restructuring measures and the measures for economic and
financial and reorganisation that have been taken in recent years by the developing
countries, the situation hes been espscially disturbing during the past decade.

The instruments of economic analysis have shown everyone that when growth in the
inSuatrialisod countries continues, per capita income in Africa and Latin America
drops considersbly. Add to this the deep, and ircreasing, suffering of the
developing countries at a time when new challengcs are emerging, and these thirgs
arc beyond the bounds of anything we have sc fer geea in the international
community,

But vhile that situstion is of concern to my delegatican, more disturbing is
the low level of the raesults achieved from efforts at repsir. The thrae United
Ratiozns dsvelopment Jdscedas, which carried so many frustrated hopes, are evidence
of thig - if evidence were needed. We 21l know that these promises have not been
kept, that expectations still have not bsen satisfied. At the same time the gap is
widening betwesn the developead countries and the developing countries where poverty
is an offence to human dignity, and human beings, weakened by sickness and
ignorance, and heroically struggling to survive aad subsist in an often hostile
gnvironnonto In this regard, one might recall that, for the first time in the

history of mankind, an entirs continent - Africa - hos sesz its living standards
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decreasing for more than 1% years, at a time when the world was at peace. The
latest report on the economic sitution in Africa, published by the United Nations
Bconomic Commission for Africa, shows that between 1980 and 1989 per capita income
dropped by 1.7 per cent Per anvum, and commodity prices dropped by 3.1 per cent
per annum, wheresas uno-ploy-cnt grew four times faster then it had during the
1970s. In fact, many other indicators too show a deterioration. This is
especially so0 in the case of total debt, which now amounts to wmors than
$250 billion - an increase of 10 per cent per amnum. Im addition, the present
crisis in the Gulf gives rige to the risk of a considerable increase in the energy

bill of the non-oil-preducing countries of Af=ica.
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It is time “herefore to translate iato reality the many initiatives and
actiors already embarked upon to find an appropriste zolution to the dedt prodlem.
In this sense the report of the Special Representative of the Socretary-General,
Mr. Bettino Craxi, recommends boid and laudeble spproaches.

For its part Africa has already proposed engaging in serious, in-depth joint
efforts to prepare as adequately as possible for the holding of an international
conference on the externsl debt of African countries. This proposal, if it is
followed up and carried out, could be & firat step in the search for overall
solutions to the question of the debt of the developing countries. WHWithout any
doubt the debt probiem is the most serious test of our determination to avoid the
errors of the 1980s, of cur willingness to make the 1990s a genuine development
decade and of our ability to use the dividends of détente for the benefit of all
humanity.

More than ever the situation and economic prospects overall require careful
consideration and joint action by us all because, as the first Foreign Minister of
Senegal said: "The road to universal peace includes economic justice." We must
now come up with concrete positive acts. The lessening of tensions must be
followed by a radistribution and redeployment of rssources. For its part, having
become aware that Africa must first count on itself, Africa seeks to find its own
resources, creative potential and faculties, the means to meet the challenges of
the 19908, at the three levels of economic, social and political action. It is in
this spirit that tu: 3conomic Community for Africa (ECA) at the United Nations
proposed an African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes for
Socio-economic Recovery and Transformation (AAFSAP). This is a specifically
African step which simultansously takes account of the different macro- end

micro-economic parameters, the social dimension of structural adjustment and the
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lcng-term odbjsctives ina strategies for developwent. The adoption of the drgtt
treaty sstablishing the African Economic Community, whick is to be siguad in Abuia,
Rigeria, in June 1991, is also part of this dynamic process.

None tho less our actions would be incomplete and ingufficient if they were
ot bascd on & will to combins our efforts in an economie integration likely to
promote interregional exchanges cnd the complemontarity of our economics. Indeed,
we nsed to enhance our ragional potential in orxder to foster the snergence of truly
integrated sconoaic groupings. That is why Pzesident Abdou Diouf established a
ministerial dspartment in charge of African integration ard that is why Senegal is
actively participating ia the work of the so-co'-ad Group of 15 at the Summit on
South-Bouth Consultation and Co-oparation.

Furthermore, Senegal was delighted, as was the last Summit of the Organization
of Africen Unity (OAU), at the “intermationa) consensus” which emerged at the
Conference on Africa hold in July 1990 at Masstricht in the MNethorisnds. That
consensus in substance advocates “sustaived Africen efforts backed by an
appropriate and constant external financing” through a “global coalitioa”. That
should take into account the long-term nature of the African debt crisis and should
regroup Africa, the Vorld Bank and other traditional partaers, in the framework of
a new international partuership for the coming decade.

The eavironment requires the reflection and diligeant action of the entire
community of nations. That is why we place great hopes ir the conclusions of the
forthcomiag United Waticns Conference om Envircument and Development to be held in
Brasil in 1992, which should, inter alia, reccmmend the mobilisation of adequate
interautional asaistance for the developing couatries, especially those countries

in Atxica that are most affected by drought and desertification.
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I should 1ike, briefly, to refor to a sudbject ay country coasidezrs to be of
primery importance - human rights. The exezcise of these rights comstitutes the
| very foundation of any system of freedom. In this respect it is reassuring to see
u;at in most parts of the world there is an increasing awaremsss of the fact that
political systems can be stable sad viable enly if freedom and human digaity ave
respacted.

Events of recent months have Gemonstrated the importance of frsedom of
expression in the promotice of the damocracy wo naed in o world of peace sad
Justice, for the establislment of a new politicel order bettsr able to help us
resolve cur disputes and to meet the chalilenges of all types with which we are all
confrontad. We must now give human rights problems their rightful place isn
internationsl 1ife. In this context ®y country would like to encourage the entire
community of nations to make the World Campaige for Hunan Rights launched by the
United Nations a resounding guccess.

I should like to conclude by coming back to my initial coements. The present
evolution in intornationsl relaticuns mcy be the harbinger of & new era im which our
collective security caz ds guarsnteed dy the peaceful means of dialogus and of
co-operation. But it could also be the harbinger of & new ers of iastsbilicy if
selfizhness does mot yield to generosity and if the now spirit of understanding aad
of co-operation among the major Powers of the world is mot applied to eliminate
injustice, improve economic relatiosns among nations ard resclve the many challenges
confronting mankind,

These challenges can and must be met. They will bs if dislogue, as the maans
of resolving internationsl disputes, makes hsadway over confrontation. They will
be if, freed from the 01d antagonisms of the cold war, our world allocates to the
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Tar on poverty, disesse, igaorance and exvironmsatel Gaterioratics, the enOrACYS
reacusces thus far dsvoted to produciag the iagtruments of its own destruction.
The chellenges will be met if the remazkable breakthroughs nade in the field
of humgn rights protaction are strengthaned and extendsd to 231 peoples of the
world. It is in this way and iz thig vsy aloss that wo will %e able to make of
this last decads of the twencioth cantury o decade of freedom, peasce sad progreas.
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Mr. GBALI (I ypt) (interpratation from Arzbic): FPirst of all, I would
like to oxtenl my delegation's and Ry personal warmest coungratulations to the
President on kis election to the presidency of this important and vital session of
the Genaral Assembly. Without a doubt, his personal skills and experieace, with
which I am quite familiar decause of our old friendship, will ensure the success of
the work of this seszion and make it possible to attain the cbjectives and goals to
whick we aspirs.

I alsc wish to pay tribute to Mr. Joseph Gardbz's important role as president
of the General Rsseubly'é forty-fourth session,

I alco wish to sxtend my country's congratulations to the pasople of Yemen on
their historic step of unifying Ysmen. I alsc would like to congratulate the
people and Goveranont of Liaschtenstein oz its admission to the zamberahip of our
Organ’'sation,

The present session is convencd at am historie Juncture. The unificaticn of
the two Germanys is a giant step which may be viewed as one of the mo3t important
resviis of the ending of the coid war. WNa hopa to witness in the near future the
unification of the two Koress, ia the interests of the Korsan paople.

One of the most significant aspects of this session, iz that it is being held
in the wake of the cold war's cading a2t a time when dstente has bagun to provail in
the international) community with all that that mesns in terms of a positive outlook
and the ability to respond to the aspirations of peoples and whole communities.,

In the viow of Egypt's deleqation, the srding of the cold war is the most
important landmark in intornational relations at the end of ths twentieth century.
While we welcoms this, we in the third world cannct but focl somevhat spprehensive
with regerd to the increasing co-operaticn betwaer Esst and Mast. We fear that

this new co-operation may be &t the expsnse of the South. I am referring to tha
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dangers of the so-called marginalization of the South. This is a tendency that the
developed countries should avoid. On the other hand, the doveloping countries
should be vary of it.

Hone the less, there has basn a recent important gain that has profound
implications, which I must emphasize hers namely, “he straugthening of tha Unitad
Naticns and the enhanced credibility of its role. There is no doubt that this
forty-fifth session nox takes place at a time whon the international Organization
haa enhanced its status and increased its effectiveness. I bslisve that this will
enable the third world countries to play a more effective role in conducting the
affairs of the United Nations in favour of an international pecce and world
sacurity system thzt would bz based on justice and fairness.

If the United Nations has demonmstrated recently its focal role in imposing the
adherence to the principles of the Charter and the need to resolve intarnational
problsms by peaceful mesans, we are all required to ensure that the Orgeniszation
should contiane to play that focal role by showing cur solidarity as a world
community in standing up to each and every aggression, expansion and violation of
the sovereignty and legitimacy of any State Member of the United Nations.

Morecver, the ending of the cold war necessarily will mean significant
progress towards disarmament. This is the hope of a humanity that ysarns for
peace, traaquility and prosperity. It is also an objective that goes hand in hand
with Egypt‘'s comstant striving to fres the Middle Eaagt region from all weapons of
mass destruction.

Having spoken of aggression, expansion and the violation of the sovereignty
and legitimacy of other States, I am duty-bound to speak of the tragic events which
bsgan on 2 August 1990, when the Iraqi sarmy invaded the territory of Kuwait. That

Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, the overthow of its legitimate Government, called to mind
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& sad and bitter period in the history of Europe that led tc the outbreak of the
Second World War.

It was unfortunate indeed that by its invasion of Kuwait, Irag should have
sesn fit to stem the tide of optimism and about the hope in a future wherein
nations could look forward to conduct their dealings with each other in line with
the dictates of international legitimacy. It did this at a time when the
international community had begqun to brsathe easier and enjoy the first fruits of
détente and the collspse of the symbols of ideclogical and political differences.

The Iragi occupation of Kuwait comes as a brutal and irratiomal attempt to
vitiate and annul the patient and painstaking strivings by mankind for over half a
century to enshrine the principles of legitimacy. It undermines the achievements
of sanity and the success of the international will to return to the rule of law
and the principles of the United Nations' Charter.

Egypt, which prides itself on its participation in the drafting of the United
Nations Charter its manmbership of the international Organisation since its
inception and its hosting of the Lesgue of Arab States in line with the behests of
its role and its commitmeants, canzot but declare from this rostrum - which
répresents the very pulse of an international community that is desirous of
upholding international legitimacy arnd international law - Egypt, I repeat, cannot
but renew its condemnation of Irag's invasion of Kuwait and reiterate its

denunciation of the continuation of that occupation.
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Egypt repeats ites call for Iray's immediate and unconditional withdrawal from
the State of Kuwait and the return of its legitimate Government in compliance with
the relevant Security Council resolutions. The successive Security Council
resolutions concerning the Iraqi aggression against Kuwait provide a good basis for
the peaceful option in the settlement of this problem,

Nhen I speak of a peaceful option, I want to stress that the Presidext,
Government and people of Egypt want to avoid the consegquences and implications of
the military option. President Hosni Mubarek's efforts towards a peaceful
settlement of this crisis and his sincere appsal to the Iraqi leader to resort to
reason and respond to international and regional unanimity in calling for Irag's
withdrawal from Kuwait, stem from Egypt's sincere desire to find a peaceful
solution before it becomes too late and thus spare the region more bloodshed. It
is enough that principles and values have been trampled under foot.

Egypt's position of principle in respact of the Gulf crisis is not only
consonant with Security Council resolutions, but also bespeaks, quite clearly and
altruistically, Egypt's historic and moral respensibilities towards the Arab
world. Those responsibilities are not a matter of choice. Rather, they are a form
of inescapable historic necessity.

Given the deterioration of the situation amd the heightening of tensicns in
the Gulf, we must never lose sight of another source of tension in the region,
namely, Israel's continued occupation of the Arab lands and the increased suffering
of the Arab people under that occupation.

Israel would be mistaken if it believed that the Gulf crisis can divert
attention from the Palestinian cause, from the iptifadah of the Palestinian people
or from that people's right to claim its inslisnable political rights, especially

its right to self-determination.
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Much as it is illogical to link Irag's occupation of Xuwait and Iscael's
occupation of Arab lands, and much as it ig vrong to make the settlement of the
former issue conditional on the settlement of the latter Israel would miscalculste
if it wece to exploit the Gulf crisis in trying to blot out the Palestinian causa
or sweep it into oblivion. We ars firmly convinced that the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of the lands of others by force iz azn indivisible principle.

In order for things not to become confused, world public opinion must remain
alert to Israel's practices in the occupied Arab territories: collective
punishment, demclition of homes, arbitrary moasures impossd on the occupied
territories, the dsportatien by force of Palestinian women and their children and
the continuing influx of immigrants from the Sovist Union Jews to Israel for
settlement in the occupied Arab territories.

It is with pleasure that I extend congratulations to the State of Namibia,
which has joined the United Nations. Undoubtedly, this is a valuable addition to
the Organization's strength that consolidates its universal nature. With the
independence of Wamibia and its admission to the United Nations as a full member of
the international community, the African continent has achieved a great advance
towards complete liberation. There only remains the granting of the fuil rights of
the militant people of South Africa and the diemantling of the apartheid system,

In order te accelerate the tempo of accession to indspendsnce by the people of
South Africa, I wish to call from this rostrum on the African National Cengress of
South Africa (ANC) and the Pan Africenist Congress of Azania (PAC) to join ranks
and unite in their common struggle. We also hops that Nelson Mandela will be able
to arrive at & shared pcsition with Mr. Buthelssi towards an ead to the violence,
co-ordination of positions and the continuation of the liberation struggle.

Fotwithstanding certain signs of South Africa’s march towards independunce,
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the African continent still suffers from an unfavourable internaticnal economic
situation, in addition to chronic economic problems and the rasults of paturai
disasters, such as Jdrought and desertification.

While Egypt welcomes the declared readinass of some developad countries to
forgive some bilateral public debts owed by some African countries, especially the
least developed among them, it hopes that further effective measures will be taken
towards mitigating the burden of the African countries® foreaign debts. That burden
has been portrayed quite honestly and objectively in the report just referred to by
the representative of Senegal which was prepared by Mr. Bettino Craxi, the
Secretary-General's porscnal representative on the world debt problem.

One of the urgent and just demands of the African countries is that the donor
countries should adcpt a more comprehensive strategy to deal with Africa's official
and commercial indebtedness on a consistent basis, without discrimination or
distinction between categories of debtor countriea; while giving apecial attention
to the needs of the least developed countries. It was on this basis that Egypt
actively participated in the United Natioms Conference on the preblems of the least

developad countries, which was held in Paris in September 1990.
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The ssrious ecouomic problems besettirg the third world under the iwpact of
the accelerating international economic changes require, in our view, the
intensification of dialogue and co-operation in the South-South context, on the one
hand, and betwsen ths South and the North, on the othsr. It was on this basis that
the joint initiative by the Heads of State and Goverament of Egypt, Yugoslavia,
Venazuela, Senogasl and India was taken, with a view to reactivating dialogue
between the North and the South on Gevelopment issues. The initiative commanded
the support of the Ninth Summit of Non-Aligned Countries which was held in Bslgrade
in September of 1989.

That effort coincided with the initiative of the Group of 15 which was
established at the Belgrade Summit of the Mon-Alignsd Countriss in order to
roactivats South-South co-operstion.

Believing as it doasz in the importance of strengthening South-South
co-operation, Egypt participated in the Summit of the 15 devsloping countriss which
was held in Kuala Lumpur in June 1990. That Summit adopted a new strategy. The
sumnit of the same group which is to be held in Caracas in June 1991 will follow up
the implementation of that strategy.

In all its actions, Egypt works towards a just peace and the creation of
opportunities that would strengthen that peace wherevar possible. In affect, the
striving for a just peace has always characterized Egypt‘'s policy through the
ages. The present phase is n0 exception. Peace that is based on justice provides
the only sclid foundation on which we can build the hopes and aspirations of
mankind and translate them into rsalitiez.

We in Egypt, much as we are surrounded by tensions, anxieties ana feelings of
injustice and insecurity, hold fast to thoss hopes and aspiratiors. The radical
changes now taking place in ths world have revived the droam of an ags of peace as

foreseen by the Arad philosopher, Al-Farabi, in his Utopia. These radical changes
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that have been taking place over the past few years and which have now culminated
in the 1lifting of the iron curtain betwsen East and West augur well for all.

However, Egypt notes witk coacern the coatinued widening of the gap betweea
the Northk and the South and the persistence of many chronic conflicts in the
South. We are afraid that the iron curtain which in the past separated Bast from
West could now Aivide the North from the South. This is a proapect that the
internatienal community should avoid most resolutely.

Egypt hopes that, with the coming of the twenty-first century, we shall be on
the threshold of a world that will be more in kesping with the agpirations of tho
oppressed peoples, a world of less disparity between its North and its Scuth, less
injustice between rich arnd poor. The countries of the South, even though they do
not pogsess science and tochnology, do possess a rich heritage of wisdom,
civilisation, tradition and moral values. Thig ie a heritage which no one,
regardlezs of his degres of prosperity or levsl of devslopment can igrnora,

Let us approach the twenty-first century with the hope that the North and ths
South will complement each other and ot distance themselves from each other. We
hope that the gap between the North and the South will ghrink, mot widen, that
their interdependence will bacome 2 way of 1ifo that cannot be altered. The
developed world must understand this, just exactly as the ancisnt sage understocod
it when he oxptoslod‘his surprise at the complementarity of the objects of our
balanced material universe: I have long seen the river pour its waters into the
sea. And yet, the river has not dried up, nor has the sea overflown its shores.

Zhe PRESIDENT {(interpretation from Frenchj): Beforo calling on the next
speaker, I should like to recall that the General Assembly dacided that membors
should not congratulate a speaker ia the General Assembly Bzll afte: he has
concluded his statement. I have imstructions to sse to it that this decisior is

strictly observed this afternoon. The decision was taker for reasons of fairnegs
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to all delegations. Therefere, I ask all members to co-operate in observing this
explicit decision of the General Assenbly.

Mr. FDONG (Equatorial Guinea) (interpretation from Spanish): As the
doors of the Genesral Asssmbly open on the forty-fifth session, the international
community is experiencing a time of great concern and tension as it £inds itself on
the brink of a confrontation which, if it bacame & war, would have imcalculably
harmful effect3, a situation which is in contrast with the new spirit of
understanding and harmony in which the present seasion of the Gemeral A3sanbly has
cpened.

It is in this contexzt that., with a sincere spirit and will, the delegation of
Equatorisl Guinea sppaars bafore the Aggembly in order to join in the efforts
already nmade to confirm and support tke ideals and principles of the United Nations
Charter that were eashrined 45 yoars ago. We regard thase ideals and principles as

the appropriate way to strengthen inuternational peace, security and stability.
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Like previous speskers, I wish sincerely to congratulate the President and say
how ple2sed we are at his wise, unanimous election to conduct the proceedings of
the forty-fifth session. His skill and dedication combined with the ideals and
principles of non-alignment that characterise the country he represents, lalta,
ensure the best possible treatment of the important znd delicate items on our
agendz as well as the success of our work.

Ws also congratulate the members of the General Committee. We know their
experience, skill, and spirit of sacrifice will lead us to decisions and
resolutions that not only reaffirm ths suthority of the provisions of the Charter,
but also strengthen the machinery of the entire United Nations system to meet our
preseat needs.

To Ambassador Garba of Nigoria and the other members of the General Committee
of the forty-fourth session and subsecuent gpecisl sessions, we sxtead sincere
congratulations for the competence, seriousress and dedicaticn they demonstrated
during their term of office.

To the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Psrez ds Cuellar, we express profound
gratitude for the high sense of responsibility which characterizes him as he meeis
his commitment to onforce the ideals, principles and authority of the United
Rotioms. PFor the first time in the history of this Organization, we have had the
honour of a vigit by the Secretary-Goneral to Equatorial Guinea. Thia step opens
the way to a dialogue which could lead to combined, multilateral efforts for the
socio-economic, political &nd cultural development of Equatorial Guiaea. For this
gesture, which will bs indelible in the minds of the population of Equatorial
Guinea, on behalf of His Excellency Obiang-Nguema Mbasogo, President of our

Republic, we extend our deopest thanks to the Secretary-General.
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The presence of the delegation of independent Namibia here is a source of joy
because it is the result of the tireless efforts and sacrifices of Namibians and
sincere solidarity on the part of the community of nations.

The recent admission of the Principality of Liechtenstein to the international
community is also a source of satisfaction because it is the realization of an
ideal expressed 45 years a§o.

We also have among us a reunified Yemen and a reunified Germany. This
increases our hope and conviction that we are on the way towards a genuine United
Nations as we distance ourselves from those outdated behaviours enshrined in
treaties and conventions that disregarded the dignity and rights of the person and
of the fanmily,

In this context, and in this directicn, Equatorial Guinea is pleased at the
beginning of a high-level dialogue, the first in approximately 40 years, between
»!breh and South Korea with a view to the country's reunification. We hope that in
the framework of this necessary and important dialogue, whose common denominator is
unification -~ the expression of the Xorsan nation - all aspects will bs raised and
decided through agreement and without foreign intervention until we have the
opportunity to see the Xorean people wail reprasented here in the world
Organization.

Equateorisl Guinea is pleased to see the end of the cold war, characterized by
the rapprochement betwoen the two super-Powers and the sequel of changes in the
course of history, which opens up new horizons of peace, understanding and
co-operation on the basis of the principles of freedom and independence.

While we commend the achievements just mentioned - the emargence of the winds

of democratic change in Eastern Burope and in Central America, and other changes
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that have an impact on the complete application of the principle of
self-determinatior and iadependaonce of peoples - some clarifications are necessary.

In South Africa, the releass of Melcon Mandeia has not meant the dismantiing
of the system of zpartheid.

The muck-desired and urgent solution to the crisis in the Persian Gulf and tho
recovery of the State of Kuwait must not overshadow the urgent need tc £ind a fair
solution to the Palestinian problem. Equatorial Guinea, whils it supports and
reaffirms the right of Israel to exist within Securs and internationally-recognized
borders, regrets having to nots that che territories of certain Arab countries,
which have the same right to a *ree and independent existence, remain occupied by
Israel, and that the people of Palestine remain homeless. Ws continue to believe
that as long as occupation by force of arms persists in that part of tha world it
will be difficult to see Peace on the herison for the populations of that region so
long afflicted by the horrors of war.

In open and flagrant violation of the prirnciples of the Charter of the United
Nations, of international law and of international conventions whose provisions
have been implemented by the international comaunity for decades, two months ago,
Kuwait - a sovereign and independent State, a Member of the United Nations - was
invaded and occupied by Ireg, another independent, sovereign State and a Member of
this Organization, which, not comtent with being in flagrant violation of
internaticnal law and the norms of international coexistence, has gone even further
by stripping the Ruwaitis of their nationslity on their own territory. Egquatorial
Guinea rejects this invasion, which was crowned by occupation, and completely
supports the Sacurity Council resolutions on the crisis in the Persian Gulf. At
the same time we make a firm sppeal to Iraq to leave Xuwait unconditionaily. 1In
this way, it will respond with gratitude to the United Nations, which in the past

expressed support for it when it was cccupied by another foreign force.
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Eguatorial Guinea “vpports and welcomes the positive steps which lave besn
taken in South Africa - the releasoc of Nelgor Mandela and other political priscners
and the start of direct negotiations between the South African autborites and the
leaders of the African Naticnal Congress. We recognise the importance of these
actions and the courage cf the Soutk African President in his choice of a direction
quite contrary to that usually followsd by the apartheid régime. We therefore hope
that the United Naticus will closely follow developments in that country with a
viev to achieving our cosmon objective of a South Africa free from the systom of
apartheid and headed by a dsmocratically elected Governmant.

From this rostrum. I 2ppeal to the pecple &nd leadera of Liberia to reassess
their attitudes and put an end to the fratricidel war which so far has achieved
aothing but the unnecessary loss of innocent lives and considerable moterial
damage. This gituation is unacceptable, particularly at this critical time of
géneral economic deterioration, and given the widespread naturgl and man-mzde

phenomens which pose serious dangers for mankind - disesse, hunger and illiteracy.
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In the hope thst Liberians car subordinate selfich tribel cnd othsr interests
to higher asticnal patriotic interests, we praise the afforts male £9 far by othar
countries of the subregion with a view to restoring peac iz Liberia.

Hith the same obiectives and the ssxne fervour we call upcn the Governmeats of
Chad ard of Lidya to plece the higher intsrests of their subregion and of Africa
above national claims and to accept an izternstional solution to the territorial
claims the two countriss haveo prosecuted for acveral decadss.

e welcome the positive steps made with the co-operation of the international
community in general and the Socretery-Genersl, in particular towards peaceful
séttlemonts of the problems of Cambodia and of Afghanistan. Wo hope finel
solutions to those prodblems will reaffirm the sacred priacipics of the Charter:
the restoration of peace. respect for the govereigmty and independence of the
countries in queation, the right and the freedom of their nationals to return
voluntarily to their countries of origin, snd the formstion of governments and the
choice of social, oconomic and pelitical systems of their choosing on a democratic
basis.

Although situated on the opposite shore of the Atlantie, Bquatorisi Guinsa ia
closely following developments in Latin Amorica, because of a long historicai
tradition. We welcoms the responsibility and resiism that are guiéing Ceatrel
Americac leadsrs, who now ses that sincers and direct dislogue is more powerful
than ths roar of cannon and machine-guns, and that understending and co-opsration
are the most effective way of solving probliems and mzeio-econcmic diaputes.

In contrast to that eacouraging picture, we regret to note the persistonce of
certain hotbeds of temsion, whare vicleace continues to be the oxder of the dey.
We are corvinced that the tireliess sfforts by leaders in the southern himisphore oz

the Americas will lead to pesaceful and equitable solutions to the probiems bshind
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those hotbeds of wviolence and of disregard of human rights. Bilateral apd
subregional treaties and declarstioas and the restoration and preservation of the
identity of Latin American peoples will make & positive coatribution to the
attainment of these objectives.

Now more than ever, the internatiornal comnunity aspires to peace and
development, both of which simultaneously constitute cause znd effect. But peace
and development, while hard to define, can be attained in many and various ways.
The urgent nesd for general and complete disarmament and for an end to the arms
race is generally endorsed by the international community. These are the
cornsr-stone of psace and development.

Many inhumaz practicas have besen endsd over the ceaturies as human history has
developed. But unfortunatsly the anciert art of war is still vary much on the mind
of present gomerations, which gives rise to the fear and distrust that have
mot.ivated the establishment of ideological ana military blocs and whaich impedes the
necessary co-operation and improved interdependont relations &mong paoples and
nail.ons,

Now that the ccld war has eaded, Equatorial Guinea hopes also for an end teo
the fear and distrust still so evident in the negotistions on the establishment of
a new international economic order.

We hope too that, as a hallmark of the new era, the developing countries in
general and the least devaloped among them in particular will have the full support
of the intoraational community in reducing the heavy burden of foreign debt and the
undervaluing of their commodities, in accordance with the Paris Declaration, the
Programme of Action for the 19908 for the benefit of the least developed countries

and other bilateral and multilateral instruments adopted previously.
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Equaterial Guinea is concerned at the deterioration of the environment,
because we feel this is a grave threat to human survival. We therefora supported
the consensus on the convening in 1992 in Brazil of the World Conference on
Environment and Development, and have recently sstablished a national commission te
axamine natural phenomsna in this sphere and their impact or human, animal and
plant life.

For the first time in the history of the United Nationms, leaders from all
continents assembled to discuss a subject of emormous importance, a timeless
subject decisive for the future of the human race. I am referring to the recent
World Summit for Childrem. That important and unique eveat, which gave rise to the
formulation and planning of important activities and efforts for the survival,
protection ard developiient of the child, was nothing less than a recognition of our
own reality, and the payment of a debt to generations past. It committed us to
bequeath the results of our work to a future genaration that will be able to
overcom@ our difficulties and shortcomings. Equatorial Guinea will soon make a
modest contribution to consolidating the instruments adopted for the benefit of the
child.

I cannot fail on this occasion to express my profound and sincere thanks to
each and every friendly country wkich, directly or indirectly, has assisted and
continues to assist Equatorial Guinea in its complex endeavcurs to achieve a better
Equatorial Guinea. We are equally grateful to the entire United Nations system,
particularly the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the World Health Organization,
the United Nations Fund for Population Activities, the United Natious Chiléren's
Fund, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Natioms, the

International Labour Organisation, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund
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and others, for their assistance and their direct contributions to a wids range of
davelopment projects with a direct or indirect impact on improving the 1ife of our
people.,

The Republic of Equatorial Guinea sincerely welcomes the results of
developments in various parts of the world, which have baen propalied by the winds
of democracy, and which have resulted in the establishment as a preliminary step of
unity, peace and justice as natiomal objectives incorpcrated in our basic law and
set as priorities in the political programme adopted by our people. We are aware
of the danger of repsating the same errors, of forgetting the past; any institution
or society that is resistant to change - which cammot fail to cause phenomena, in
time and in space, that run counter to the will of the people - is doomed to
disappear as soon as it appears on» the scsns.

During the pericd before its indeperdence, Equatorizal Guinea experisnced tha
climate of a multi-party system; for obvious reasons, and although it
democratically represented the body of opinion, this unfertunately eanded in a
struggle for political power and a quest for supremacy based on tribal and ethaic
criteria. A few years later, having gained national sovereignty, Equatorial Guinass
knew the horrors of a single party system whose be-all ard end-all was the

sanctification of a cult of personality.



RM/20 A/745/P7.21
86

(Mx. Ndong, Equatorial Guines)

Given that sad experience, we now perceive the benefits of a return to a
multiparty system as the authentic expression and manifestation of democracy. The
fact that Equatorial Guinea still has only one political party is not a
contradiction and should not be viewed as unwillingnass to allow the popular will
to express itself. Rather, it represents a preliminary educational and formative
phase for the populaticn to ensure that we do uot repeat sorry past experience and
that we mature in the process and interplay of democracy. In Equatorial Guinea for
the time being there may be only one political party, but it is not a single party.

Thus do we perceive and thus are we implementing human rights and fundamental
freedoms, which are legally guaranteed in our basic charter. The recent release of
many detaianeas and the total or partial pardons granted to others on 3 August this
year are only two out cf many examples of the efforts thet are being made to
restore the dignity of the human being and achieve respect for human rights and
freedoms.

In this connection we regret that the anzlysis and judgement made with regard
to the violation of human rights in certain countries does not make use of legai,
equitable and universal criteria. In our opinion the lack of functieniag
democratic imstitutions and freedom of the press, information and opinion, although
such things are fundamental, is not sufficient grounds to determine that those
rights are bsirg viclated in a given country unless one can also demonstrate that
the country is financially able to maintain such infrastructures.

The people of Equatorial Guinea, aware of their past and their present and of
the direction they must take to future prosperity, cannot realize their political
goals and full development in isolation from the outside world. 1In carrying out
their peolitical programme they therefore attach a special importance to the

implementation of a policy of good-neighbourliness and to the establishment of good
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relaticns with all countries bazed on principles of equality and mutual reapect.
We attach great merit to the policy of intermational co-operation, provided that
such co-operation does not restrict our inalienable rights of freedom and
sovereignty. This is evidenced by our continued membership in various bodieas amnd
our continued ratification of various internaticnal conventions,

In conclusion I should like to state that the United Nations was founded in
response to the imbalances and imperfections within the socisties that existed 45
years ago. Hence the existence of the United Nations, and the lasting confidence
placed in it, continues to be functions of the persistence of imbalances and
imperfections in certain societies at the present time.

PROGRAMME OF WORK

Ihe PRESIDENT: I would like to draw to the attention of members that the
General Assembly will take up subnitem‘(a) of agenda item 17, entitled “Appointment
of members of the Advisory Committee on Adminigtrative and Budgetary Questions" as
the last item at its twenty-taird plenary meeting, on Friday, 5 October in the
afternoon.

AGEXDA ITEM 9 (gontinued)

GERERAL DEBATE

Mr. WXAKYI (United Republic of Tanzania): On bebalf of my delegation I
should like to eztend to the President my sincare congratulations on his assumption
of the presidency of the Gsneral Assembly at its forty-fifth session. He brings to
his high office a wealth of knowledge and rich experience as an internationszl
jurist and seasoned diplomat - qualities that will prove useful during his tenure.
In welcoming his election my delegation pledges him its fullest co-operation.

I also wish to pay a wsll-deserved tribute to his predecassor,

Major-General Joseph Garba of Nigaria, for the skil3l, efficiency and understanding

with which he presided over the Assembly at its forty-fourth session. He has
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reason to be proud of a superb performance, and all of us ars indebted to him for
what was without question a very preductive session under his guidance.

The United Nations has continued to benefit from the wise and dedicated
leadership of its Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Peresz de Cuellar. He, mores than
any other single individual, has borne the burden of overseeing the maintenance of
international peace and security even when it seemed a thankless task to do so, as
was the case with his most recent missicn to the Gulf. In the past year we have
witnessed his untiring efforts take him to several lands in behalf of peaca,
conducting deiicate negotiations and underteking very difficult missions. Tanzania
wishes to renew its support for the Secretary-General and for the Orgsnization he
80 well serves.

My delegation is happy %o join cther delegations in extending to the
Principality of Liechtenstein a warm welcome to the family of nations. Its
admisaion briungs us a step closer to the ultimate goal of universality in the
membership of the Orgarization.

The eyes of the whole world are quite rightly focused on the lateat crisis in
the Gulf. There have been few developments in recent years that have 80 united and
galvanized the international community into a common rasolve for action as Iraq's
invasion and annexation of Kuwait. 0¢ais reason is clearly that the act that has
precipitated the crisis is so out of step with the mood of the times. It is ironic
that at a time when relations between the super-Powers have improved dramatically
and a new era of co-operation has been ushersd in, the world should have been
plungsd into such a dﬁngeroua situation. The iavasion and annexation are 8lso an
affront to the principles of respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of States and of the peaceful settlement of disputes, which unequivocally rejects

the threat or use of forece to settle differences betwsen States.
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Tanzania has joined ths rest of the world in condemnirg the invasion and in
calling for the unconditional withdrawal of Iraq's forces from Kuwait and the
restoration of Kuwait's sovercignty and territorial intsgrity. We welcome the
spsed with which the Security Council has responded to the crisis and wiash to
reaffirm our belief that sanctioas are a proper responsa to this act of aggression.

As a sequel to the invasion a massive build-up of forces has tazken place in
the Gulf. Thousands upon thousands of troops from at least a dozer countries are
ready to go to war at a moment's notics. Although these troops are said to be
thero in response to Security Council resolutions, it is clear that they are
neither under the United Natloﬁs flag and command nor, indeed, under any unified
command. That situation, apart from anythiang else, should be a sourcH of major
concern for the internation=l community. Yst even if that major flaw vere

rectifisd there is the larger question of war.
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The United Nations was founded in the wake of two major world wars., Its vory
existence stems from the rejection of war. It canmot condone or sanction war
except in the most extreme of situations. The United Nations can sanction or
condone war only when it is convinced that everything possible has been done to
prevent war and there is absolutely no other option.

War in the Gulf region is not inevitable. It is possible for the
international community to pursue a vigorous policy of sanctions while encouraging
the search for a peaceful eund to the crisis. We therefore walcome racent
indications from a number of important quarters that the door to a peaceful eand to
the crisis has not baen closed. The Sscurity Council has a responsibility to
follow up these signals, and we urge it to do so. We hope it will £ind it possible
to encourage the Secretary-General to resume his miasion for a Aiplomatic outcome
to the crisis. Tanzania is comvinced that. the international community hss not yet
crosszed the Rubicon. The peint of no return in the search for a diplomatic
solution to the crisis has not yet beenr rsached.

At this point, it is fitting to welcome the spsed with which the Security
Council has acted over this matter. It would be most heartening to know that such
speed and resolve will be manifested when in the future the Council is confronted
with similar threats io peace and security. This has not happened in the caso of
efforts tc eaforce the arms embargo against the racist régime in South Africa. The
readivess with which the major Western Powers have moved to secure mandatory
sanctions by the Security Council is § . ~-harp contrast to their repsated use of the
veto to protect that régime. If this i3 not a case of double standards, vhat is it?

The Gulf crisis has, unfortunately, distracted attention from the Palestinian

question. The plight and suffering of the Palestinian people in the occupied
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texrritories, which have never basn given the attention they dessrve, have now been
relegated to the back burner by the present crisis in the region. If the faith,
trust and confidence of the Palestirian pecple in the United Nations and in the
solidarity of the internaticral comaunity are to be sustained, we must remainm
seized of their plight. It thersfore remaina the responsibility of this
Organisation to continue the search for a solution for the Palestinian questioa,
which has for sc long eluded the international community. In this connection, an
international conference on peace in the Middle East should be convened without
further delay. The major Powers with influsnce in the region, particularly the
United States, have a major responsibility to see to it that the convening of the
conference is rot further undsrmined. The unprecadented unity of purpose
demonstrated by the parmaneat mouberi of the Security Council in response to the
Gulf crisis and to other situations should help in the search for a lasting
solution for the ezplosive situaticn in the Middle East.

The fratricidal conflict in Liberia, which has caused tremendous devastation
to human life and property, is a matter of the gravest concern to my delegation.
Tanzenia has all along encouraged snd supported the mediation efforts of the
current Chairman of the Orgamization of African Unity and its Secretary Genoral and
the iniﬁiative of the Economic Ccmmunity of West African States. Wa appeal to the
pecple of Liberia and the parties to the conflict to come together and agree on
future action which will restore peace to Liberis and preserve the unity and
territerial integrity of thet country.

My delegation is delighted that we have in our nidst the CGelegation of a free
and indepandont Namibiz. Namibia‘'s membership in the United Kations is a victory

for its Mambers and the international community as a whole. Another historic
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victory over colonialism and racism, Namibia's accession to independsnce on
21 March this year has meant more than the end of a bitter struggls for the people
of NKeamibia. By pushing the frontiers of freedom in Africa to the doorstep of the
apartheid régime, it hag been a source of inspiration in the 8struggle against
apartbeid itseif. Namibia is no longer a springboard for the subversion of
nsighbouring independent African countries. Instead it has now joined hands with
Angola, Zambia, Botswana and others in the front line, and in the larger family of
the Southern African Development cb-otdination Conference, to build new
relationships of co-operation for mutual benefit.,

Unfortunately, the hope we all exprossed at the start last year of the process
in Security Council resciution 435 (1978), that Namibia's independence would help
to craate & climate conducive to a resolution of the coaflict in Argola, has not
materialized. Despite the best endesvours of the Angolan Government, the end of
the confiict is not yet in sight. Encouragsd Ly the support, both covert and
overt, given by the United States and other allies, UNITA remains intransigent.
Savimbi has become very adept at moving the goal posts, as evidenced by his attempt
to rewrite the Gbadolite Agreement almost as soon as he hod sppended his signature
to it. If his contradictory statements prove anything, it is that Savimbi is not a
free agent. External interferencs thus remains the most serious obstacle to
reconciliation and peace in Angola.

External interfarence applies also to the conflict in Mozambique, which we had
hoped would alszo benefit from the relinquishment by the Pretoria régime of its hold
on Namibia. The régime’s past involvement with Renamo makes its present demials
difficult to believe. What is more, we are dealing with a régime whose track

record of reapect for the truth we are all too familiar with. In any event, it
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cannot disclaim responsibility for acts committed from its territory or by its
agents, even if it has not sarnctioned such activicies.

In regard to South Africa itself, we acknowledge that there have beea positiva
developments over the past year. The release of Nelson Mandela and other political
prisoners, the unbanning of ths African National Congrass of South Africa (ANC) and
other political parties and organizztions, the lifting of the state of emargency in
three out of four provinces and the repeal of some obnoxious piaces of legislation
represént some of the measures which the world community has been demanding for a
long time.

We acknowladge also that the talks between the ANC and the Pretoria régime
represent an important movement on the part of the régime. In this regard we
acknowledge that, unlike his predecessors, De Klerk has demonstrated some political
courage. But do not let us dramatise hiz personal contribution or the achievements
of his muck vaunted reform programme. The talks with the ANC are no more than
“talks about talks". Substantive negotiations have yet to start, and their
ultimate goal, as far as the régime is concerned, remains unclear. The other
measures are a0 more than the firat tentative steps at the start of a long and
arduous journay. The Declaration adopted at the sixteenth special session of the
General Assembly in Dscember last year laid down five pre-conditions which the
régime has to satisfy to prepare the ground for substantive negotiations. As the
Secretary-General observed in his report, only one of the five pre-conditons - that
is, the one calliﬁg for the unbanning of political parties and organizations - has
baen fully met, and even this has had its positive offects negated by the

deliberate application of laws which restrict free spsach, movement and assembly.
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The Declaration laid down a two-stage process for the dismantlement of the
apartheid system. The first stage entails the creation by the régime of an
atmoaphere cocaducive to negotiations. The second stage entails the adoption, again

by the régims, of measures which together constitute the "profound and irreversible

changs" foressen in the Declaration as 3 condition for the lifting of sanctions.
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Despite all the talk and optimism generated by the consensus Declarstion, we are
still at the beginning of stage one of its implementation.

Sanctions were imposed to compel the régime to abandon apartheid. This evil
system is buttressed by a body of laws which have become comxmonly known
collectively as the pillars of apartheid. They include the Land Act, the
Populaticn Registration Act, the Group Areas Act, the Bantu Education Act, the
tricameral parliament legislation ard thes legiaiation parcelling up the country
into Bantustans. Clearly, no change which leaves this system intact can be
described as profounid and irreversible.

Thus, it is premature to shower praise on De Klerk, and most unwise and
imprudent to reward him. My delegation is therefore heartened by the rsaffirmation
by the Assembly at its resumed forty-fourth session last month of its commitment to
upholding sanctions. We very much hope that those who have broken ranks by
relaxing sanctions will reconsider their decision so as to align themselves, not
with the oppressor, but with his victims.

There is an additional reason for maintaining sanctions: they have been
instrumental in compelling the apartheid régime to accept the principle of
negotiations. It is sanctions that, combined with other pressures, have brought
the struggle this far, and it is sanctions that will kesp Pretoria at the
negotiating table. The world community must therefore continue to maintain
sanctions and other preasures on the South African régime soc as to force the régime
to implement the provisions of ths United Nations Declaratiom.

In our resoluticn adopted a fortnight ago, we all agreed, by consensus, that
the escalating violence in Natal and elsowhere traced its roots largely to the
continued existenco of apartheid, its policies, practices and structures, and that

it was 8130 instigated by elements opposed to the democratic transformation of
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South Africa. We specifically called for effective and importial action by the
security forces. because the evidence implicating the regime's sscurity forecag in
encouraging and abetting the violence, in order to delay the process, is
overwhelming.,

The maintenance of law and order is the responsibility of the Pratoria
régime. The munuer in which it has iguored the calls to intervens to contain the
viclence puts into question its commitment to put an end to ths killings. My
delegation hopes that the African ¥ational Congress of South Africa (AKC) and other
anti-aparthoeid groups will work together and jointly exert pregssure on the régime
to put an end to thig carunage, but this will only succeed if the South African
authorities agree to contain anéd put an end to Inkatha's acts of violence as well
as the acts of violence and lawlessness of the ultra-right elements of the white
community which shelter in the police and armed forces.

We are greatly encouraged by the outcome of the efforts of the
Secretary-General on the question of Western Sabara, which have resulted in the
&pproval of the peace plan by the Security Council. We sre particularly gratified
that the plan provides for the holding of a raferendum which will enabln the psople
of Western Sahara to determine their future without military conmstraints. My
delegatior hopes the Secretary-General will continue to offer his goocd offices for
that objective.

Tanzenia is equally encouraged by the improved political situation in Central
America. The new spirit of reconciliation and the seuse of unity among the
countries of the region offer new hope for a future of stabiiity, national unity,
and co-operation for the region. We call upon the internaticnal community to give
whole-hearted support to regional efforts and, above all, to dssist from any action
that could undermine the implementation of the Esquipulas agreement, which holds so

much promise for future relations between the countries of the ragionm.
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Wa are encouraged by the opening of a dialogue between the leaders of North

and South Korea, which we hope will lead to the realization of the desire or the
Korean people for the peaceful reunification of their homeland and its eventual
admission to the United Nations.

With regard to Cambodia, we hold the widely shared optimism that a solution to
the conflict is no longer a distant ery. In this respect, we welcome the agreemsnt
on a framswork for a comprohensive political settlement based on aan enhanced role
for the United Nations.

We follow with interest the changes taking place in Eastern Burope, which have
so dramaticaliy changed the whole gamut of international relaticns. Despite all
the uncertainties and crises involved, these countries have embarked upon a process
of radical transformation and democratisation of their socleties. We welcome the
ending of 45 years of partition of the two Germanys. It is our hope that the
reunification of the two States and their replacement in the United Nations by a
single Member will strengthen the Organization and provided a new impetus to the
United Nations role in the promotion of freedom and justice, the right to
self-determination, respect for the principles of the Charter and the maintenance
of international peace and security.

We continue to follow closely the bilateral negotiations between the
super-Powers on agreements to rid the world of the horrible wasapons of mass
destruction. We are disappointsd that thare have been no new agreements after the
INF Treaty. We are disappointed that, aven after goirng back on their commitment to
a 50 per cent reduction in their strategic arsenals, agreement on the new target
of a 30 per ceat reduction has not yet been concluded. We ar. “vneerned that the
major nuclear Powers romain indifferent to the dangers posed by the vertical

proliferation of nuclear weapons or the export of nuclear-weapon capability to
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outlaws such as gpartheid South Africa, while wasting preciouz time exerting
pressure on countries with neither the desire nor the resources to acquire
nuclear-weapon capability. Their reluctance to coinclude a comprehensive test-ban
treaty puts inte question their commitment to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons. A comprehensive test-ban treaty cannot by itself reverss the
armsg race, but the race cannot be halted without a test ban. For Tanzania, a
comprehensive test ban thus remains an objectiva deserving of the highest priority
in the nuclear disarmament negotiation effort.

In a world of multifaceted preblems, threats to world peace and security, aad
hunger and poverty, afflict all mankind. Their impact on the third world assumes
immense proportions., The decade of the 1980s has provided all of us with
experiences that may enmsble us to confront the future with a sense.of realism. The
19808 were a time when most developing countries experienced stagnant or negative
rates of economic growth, and declining rezl per capita incomes. The improved
international political climate has mot alleviated the difficult conditions
resulting from the debt crisis. The prices of most of their primary commodities
are still depressed, and there are no signs of any price improvements in the near
future. Protectionist measures by most of the developed countries are on the
increase. Unless internmational co~cperatior for development is reinvigorated, the
1990s may well turn out to be a decade of frustrated expsctations and worseaing
living standards and social conditions for the majority of the population of the
developing world., Nowhere perhaps is this more true than in sub-Saharan Africa,

whare poverty is widespread.
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A few months ago, the Gensral Assembly met in a special session devoted to
international economic co-operation. From this podium, speaker after speaker
underscored the fact that for most developing countries, particularly the least
developed countries, which includes Tanzania, the 1980s was a lost decade for their
development. In contrast, the developed countries and a handful of developing
countries enjoyed a prolonged period of steady growth and unprecedented levels of
accumuiated wealth. While some of the national ecconomic policies might not have
been cénducive to economic growth and development, the situation was further
exacerbated by a very hostile international sconomic environment brought about by
such faciiors as trade imbalances, inaccessibility to world markets, declining
capital flows and external indebtedness.

External indebtedness has had a devastating effect on the economic growth and
development of the developing countries. The debt-servicing obligation has
threatened the very survival of our people, whose living standards have been
continuously deteriorating, threatering the politicel stability of many countries.
The debt crisis has particularly weighed heavily on low-income countries.

All measures undertaken so far to address the debt crisis have aimed at
protecting the creditors. This policy has resulted in creditor countries and
financialL institutiors refraining from committing additional financial resources to
most debtor countriss at a time of a continuous net tramsfer of resources from the
developing debtor countries to creditor countries and institutions. Recent
initiatives, including the Toronto Initiative and the Erady Plan, have proved
inadequate and discriminatory in their application. They should be made available
to all debtor countries and should cover all types of debts, including those owed
to the multilateral financial institutions. It remains to be seen whether the

"Trinidad Terms" have addressed these concerns.
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No one is philosophically oppesed to structural adjustment pregrammes. Their
objective, after all, is to promote econemic growth and development.
Uafortunately, all too often they have impesed unacceptable social costs. 1It is
heartening to 2ee that the need to take special measures to ameliorate the impact
of these programmes on the vulnerable sections of the population has now become
generally accepted by creditor countries and institutions.

Tanzania accepts that economic growth and development and a sound
environmental policy are inseparable. For this reascm, it will continue to accord
high priority to and actively participate in the work of the Ad Hoe Committee of
the whole for the preparation of the 1992 Environment Conference in Brazil.

In a global economy, interdependence among the developing countries and
between the developing and developed countries is a reality that cannot be
ignored. The problems I have underlined can be adegquately addressed only if
co-operation exists among and between the various groupa of countries. 1In thig
respect, the persisting commodity problems of the developing countries,
particularly in Africa, caused by the continued deterioration in their terms of
trade, which has resuited in the sharp reduction in the export earnings of these
countries, should be accorded high priority. The removal of varioug protectionist
and discriminatory messures in order to allow access to the marksts of the
developed countriss, not oaly for raw materials, but also for semi-processed and
manufactured products from the developing countries, is another priority area,
Thst is why, in the current Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations, the
developing countries are demanding more liberal ané secure conditions of access to
the markets of the developed countries for their products. This carn be achieved
only if tariffs and non-tariff measures, as well as efforts aimed st strengthening

multilateral rules. principles and disciplines are all geared towards reducing the
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poscibilities for restriction on, or haraszment of, the trade of the developing
countries.

The development of the aconomies of the developing countries, individually or
collectively, cannot be achieved under the existing harsh international economic
environment. An improved internstional economic environment is a prerequisite for
the development of the world economy. That is why the collapse of the North-South
dislogue is such a shame. It is our hope that, besides encoutaéing South-South
co-operation, the report of the South Commission will also help to revive and
breathe new life into the North-South dialogue.

The launching of the International Development Strategy for the Fourth United
Nations Development Dacade will greatly contribute to the realization of a global
and balanced world economy that we all aim to achieve. In this regard, Tanzania
hopes that the difficulties encountered in the ongoing negotiations on the strategy
will soon be overcome.

The mood of the times offers us opportunities as well as challenges. T'.a
world is endowqd with enough resources to feed the hungry, clothe the naked,
shelter the homeless - in short, there are encugh resources to eliminate poverty.
Equally, there is no lack of good ideas about solutions to inmtractable political
problams. Recent events have demonstrated that nothing is insurmountable when
there is political will.

Mr. NGUYEN CO THACH (Viet Nam) (interpretation from Fremch): Aliow ma to
congratulate Mr. de Marco on his election as President of the General Assembly at
its forty-fifth session. I am convinced that by building upon the achievements of
his predecessor, he will guide this session to a fruitful outcoms.

I should like to express my desp appreciation for the major contribution
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of the Secrstary-Genmeral to the cause of pesce and co-operation among nations.

I wish to extsnd a warm welcome to Namibia and Lischtenstein which have just
joined our ranks.

The most outstanding feature of the world situation today, as has been widely
stres=ed by delegations, consists of the extremely profound and contradictory
changes that have taken Place throughcut the world at an exceptional pace and in a
manner unexpected to everyone. These historically unprecedented developments
herald still greater changes in the coming dscades. The current changes are giving
rige to diverging interpretations. Whatever the interpretatior, howsver, thse two
million years of human history show mankind's constant progress towards pesce,

national independence, democracy and social progra=s,
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There is a unanimous view in this forum that cold-war confrontation is drawing
to an end and giving way to a new situation of conflict ard co-opsration Letween
countries coexisting peacafuily. Almost all countries have expressed deep concern
about a number of giobal issues -~ poace, national indspendence, buman rights,
devalopment, the environment, demographic explosion and social matters related to
the family and to women and children, as well as the debt burden, unequal economic
and trade relations, the drug problem, the rise in crime, and so on. Viet Nam
fully shares this commor concern and supports legitimate demands in this respect.
It will do its utmost to contribute, tegether with the international community, to
the solution of those global issues.

I should like now to touch upon the encouraging dsvelcpments around the
Cambodian issue, which for the past 10 years has been one of the most controversial
at the United Nations. .

Since 1987 the countries of South-East Asia and the Cambodian parties have
been engaging in tslks with a view to reaching a peaceful gettlement of the
Cambodian issue. The two Jakarta Informal Mestings and the talks, ia Paris,
Bangkok, Jakarta and Tokyo, betwsea Chairman Hun Sen and Princs Sihancuk have
provided a brozd basis for a ccaprshensive political settlement. At the Jakarta
meetings the countrier of the region agreed unanimousiy on the need to sclvs the
two key issues - namely, the total withdrawsl of foreign troops, and the
elimination of the gemceidal Pol Pot régime. The participants in the two Jakarta
Informal Meetings have also called on other countries to commit themselves to
respecting Ceambodia‘’s indspendence, neutrality anéd non-alignment. Chairman Hun Sen
and Prince Sihancuk have agreed on the creation of am interim authority based on
national reconciliation and the holding of truly free ard democratic general

elactions. In particular, through successive talks ix Bangkok, ths two sides have
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reached agreement on the eatablishment of a Supreme National Council, whose
12 members would be egually divided between the two sides. The countries of the
rcaion are also unanimously of the view that eventual agreements on Cambodia will
have to be guaranteed by an international conference, and their implementation
subjectad to international control.

On the basis of those agresments, the Paris Interanational Confersnce on
Cambodia was convensd in Paris in mid-1989. The Conference, under the
co-chairmanship of France and Indonesia, having taken an important step forward in
the search for a comprshensive political settlement of the Cambodian isgus, had to
be suspendsd temporarily. Hcwever, it will raconvend once the countriss concerned
and the Cambodian parties have settled their outstanding differencea.

The unilateral total withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia in
Septembsr 1989 settled one of the two key quastions with regard to solution of the
Cambodian issue. This has opened up the way to & comprehensive politicail
settlement.

Nith the unilateral total withdrawal of Vietnamese troops, the Khmsr Rouge and
its allies nurtured the illusion that they could taks advantage of the major shift
in the military balance of forces in Cembodia in order to step up their military
opsrations and thereby reverse the situation in that country. There is widesprezd
public concerr over the Xhmer Rouge's extonsive preparations, especially its
accurmulation of weapons caches that should enable it to wage war for anothaer 7 to
10 yesrs, with the ultimate objective of restoring its genocidal rule.

Since the begirning of 1990 the five permanant members of the Security Council
have bsen actively building upon the very significant results achieved at the two
meetings of the regional countries, at the talks betwsen the Cambodian sides, and

at the Paris International Conference on Cambodia, as well as upon the majeor
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efforts made by Australia. The five permanent members have thus succeeded in
working out the framework for a comprohensive political soiution of the Cambodian
issue. Vist Nam gre.tly sppreciates their important contribution.

However, the document of the five permanen:t members of the Security Council
fails to mention the cuestion of the elimination of the genocidal régime in
Cambodia. The international community canmot tolerate crimes against humanity; it
must uphold the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide. Moreover, Viet Nam holds that the Charter of the United Nations
should be scrupulously rospected with regard to matters pertaining te the
sovereignty of Cambodia, which is an independent country and a Member of the United
Maticne.

At the Informal Meeting in Jakarta last September, under the co-chairmanship
of Indonesia and France, the Cambodian parties accepted the recommendations of the
five permanent members of the Security Council as the framework for a political
settlemont of the Cambodia issue, 2nd they set up the Supreme National Council.
Viet Ham hopes that a delegation from the Supreme Natiomal Council will soon
legitimately represent Cambodia at the United Nations. The precess of setting up
the Supreme Natioral Council is a reminder that mo action by any external authority
or group of countries can take the placs of the determined efforts of the Cambodian
parties themsslves to solve Cambodia's internal problems.

Ir the course of the past 45 years, the 1954 Ganéva Internaticnal Conference
on Indo-China, the 1951-1962 Confereace ‘on Laos and the 1973 Paris International
Conference on Viet Ham have resulted in the ending of three wars, in the
restoration of peace and in recognition of the national rights of the peoples of
the Iandochinese peninsuls. In uid-1§89, the Paris International Conferencs was

convened for the purpese of finding a solution to the Cambodian issue. For reasons
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that are known to everyone, all crises on the Indochina peninsula over the past
45 yoars have been settled cutsids the framewsrk of the United Nations, but with
the participation of the five permanont members of ths Security Councii.,

This time we are heartened by the very important contribution of the five
perranent members and of the Secretary-Goneral, Navertheless, ia Viet Nam's view
it is most auspicious that the settlement of the Cambodian issue, which was started
in Paris, should be concluded in Peris. Viet Nam also holds that the participants
in the Paris Conference should finalize the international agreement on Cambodia
before the end of October, and that the Conferemce could be reconvenesd in Rovember

or December to adopt and sign it.
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One prominent question of great concern to Viet Nam as well as to the entire
world community is the Gulf crisis. Viet Nam holds that this crisis should be
solved through peaceful means, withia the sphere of the Arab countries snd on the
basis cf respect for the Urited Mations Charter. For its part, Viet Nam, is
complying with Security Council resolution 661 (1990).

After suffering from wars of aggression for the past 45 years, tke Vietnamese
people, as well as the other peoples of the Indo-Chinese peninsula, earnestly
aspire tc peace and good relations with alil otker countries in the world on the
basis of mutual respect. It is Viet Nam's hope that a peaceful settlement of the
Cambodian issue will oper the way towards a new era for the peoplesz of the
Indo~Chinese peninsula, an era of peaceful recoastruction and development, and will
help promote co-operation in peaceful coexistence among South-East Asian countries.

Since 1987 Viet Nam has begun a remswal process with a view to tranaforming
its economy from a system of bureaucratic and ceatralised management based on State
subsidies into an economy of commodity production with a sociazlist orientation,

The year 1989 wiinessed major changes in the ecomomic, social and political 1life of
Viet Nam. Por 15 years our economy had bsen beset by increasingly serious
imbalances between supply ard demand, budget revenue and expenditure, monetary
quantity and commodities, imports asd exports, and so on. The process of reform
and restructuring has allowed the gradual rescoration of balance within the
econoiy. By the end of 1989 the annual inflation rate had been lowered from about
1,000 per cent down to below 40 Por cent; once a couatr; that ranked third in the
world among rice importers, Viet Nam had bacome a rice oxportef; and the gap
bstween exports and imports had beex very considerably narrowed, with exports

boosted from one quarter to three quarters of imports.
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On the cther hand, the investment law of Viet Wam introduced in 1988 is one of
the most beneficial to foreign investors and has already helped Viet Nam attract
more than $1 billion of foreign investment capital. The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has positively appraised the bold measures taken by Viet Ram in its
procesa of economic reform and restructuring. The IMF has stated that Viet Nam has
fulfilled its commitments to it, and Viet Nam hopes that the IMP will keep its
commitment to Viet Nam. Viet Nam is still groping ics way at the :mmacro-economic
level in converting a highly centralized planned economy into a socialist-oriented
market economy. The initisl achievemsnts are still modest but the decisive factor
is that the renewal process is on the right track and has yielded results beyond
our expactations. It is possible to affirm that the policy of all-round renewal
has becocme an irreversible process.

These modest achievements should be appraised bearing in mind the impact of
the destruction of 40 years of war on the country’s economy and the fact that the
renawal process in Viet Nam is teking place in the context of the extremely complex
and unexpected developments taking place in the worid. These initial achievements
in our policy of renewal have laid bars our fundamental errors. Our aim is to
build a society for the people. Our error lay in the fact that curs was in
practice a society of the Stats snd by the Stats. The initial success of the
renewal process stems from the readjustment of our policy so as effectively to
build a society of the paople, for the people and by the people. It is clear that
& society for the people cannot be of the State and by the State. Obviously the
building of a society of the people, by the peopie and for the people calls for
renewal not simply in the econcmic field but in all spheres, inciuding economic,
socisal, cultural and political.

In tandem with the roform snd restructuring of itq ecoaomy, Viet Nam is

undertaking a gradual and stoady process of political remewal. Viet Nam is
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determined to take the renewal process forward and at the same time to integrate
its economy into the worla economy. Viet Nam is resolved to preserve its
independence and at the same tima to develop relations of friendship and
co-operation with all other countries on the basis of mutual respect. Such is the
basis of the renswal of Viet Nam's foreign policy, a policy of peace, independence

and friendly co-operation with all other countries.

Ihe meeting rose at 7.10 »,m.





