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The Ministry on Foreign Affairs and Foreign Track of Jamaica sumbitted the
fol lowing informationr

“The Ministry is of the opinicrn  that the United Nations has been the
driving force behind initiatives to improve the standarCs of human life
global ly . It would therefore be appropriate for  any international conference
on human rights to be held under the auspices of the United Nations.

“The Ministry notes that the United Nations has been responsible for the
comprehensive formulation and codification of the rules end norms of
international  law surrounding human rights in the Univerliai  Declaration of
Human Rights, as well as the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

“These documents represent the generally accepted international standards
of human rights and freedoms that must be adopted and established with varying
degrees o f  success in  differer,t  c ountr i es .

* Reissued for technical reasons.
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Whils there is general acceptance of tho atandArdlil  1Aid down by the
United Nations, developing countriefl  in pArticulAr are unAbleI  althouqh not
nocessArily  unwill ing, to  achieve  t.ho standards,  especial ly  economic onoBr
boing set  out  becAuse of  A lack of  resourcoA  to  enable  thorn to  do  RO.

“Thea8 developing countries  f ind i t  di f f icult  to  meet  the most bAsic
needs of their peoples, such as the right to food (article 25 - Universnl
Declaration of Human Rights) and the right to work and the right to an
adequate standard of living (articles 6 And 11 of the International  Covenant
on Economic, Social and Culturnl  Rights, reapsctively).

“The Ministry rooognizea  that the ability of a country to achieve a high
standard of respect for human rightA within that StAte bOAru a direct rolAtion
to the economic reaourcos  Availahle to it. The EAct  hna been alluded to in
article 2 of the International CovenAnt  on Economic, Social And CulturAl
Rights.

“It hAs heen acknowldeged that the promotion and encouragement of respect
for human rights can only be achieved if there irs economic development. in
countries  Buffering Borne of the worst abuses.

“It is importAnt therefore for a forum to be devieed  to look At the
long-term fulfilment of the Alms and AtandArds of  the United NAtiOna  through
the formulation of proper human development etrategiea that include progrummos
for thr, requisite  economic development of the lena developed countries.

“The sweeping ChAngeu  ac!roa&!  Eastern  Europa must  also  be conuiderad  aA a
cetalyst  for the renewal of efforts to Promote higher stondrrrde of respect for
human rights in those countries. The democratization  of  these  StAtes  mcikeo it
imperative that they be encouraged to achieve international Btandards  in
according the fullest respect for fundementnl rights and freedoms of thoir
peoples I

“There is else a need to look at t.ho dif ferenco bet.:*reen  the Unitsd
Nations st&ndar&ts and those of the other regional Conventions, such au the
Council of Europe’9  Europenn Convention on Human Rights and its Five Protocols
And the Urganizntion  of American State’s American Convention o. “uman Rights,
These Conventions must be exemined  with a view to consolidating tha regionA
standards of human rights and United Nation8 standards in order to achieve the
goale  set out above.

Ic:% Minincry believes t.hat this forum would also be approprinte  at this
time, because it would provide an opportunity for a comprehensive rsviob.  of
tho changes And developments in humAn rights throuqhout the world over the
past. 20 years.

“It is therefortz submitted that Jamnico  would al!pport  the convening of A

world conference on humAn rights As proposed by the General Assembly in its
resol.ution 441156 of 15 Dncomher  1989. ”


