
UNITEQ
NATIQNS A

___--  .“_. _ . .- -- ---__ -___--.  _-_ __

General Assembly D i s t r .
GENERAL

A/45/564
31 October 1990
ENGLISH
ORIGINAL: ARABIC/ENGLISH/

FRENCH/RUSSIAN/
SPANISH

F o r t y - f i f t h  s e s s i o n
Agencla  item 12

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

18 coa-&gence  on human right&

a r t  o f  t h e  Secretarv-Genemx.&

CONTENTS

I. INTRODUCTION ..,...,..1~...1~.~......,,..,,,..........~.~.. 1 - 10 2

II . VIEWS SUBMITTED BY GOVERNMENTS .,.....,.....*...I..,....**............. 4

III , VIEWS SUBMITTED bY SPECIALIZED AGENCIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..I.....*.*...*.. 18

IV, VIEWS SUBMITTED BY UNITED NATIONS ORGANS AND BODIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

V, VIEWS SUBMITTED BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN CONSULTATIVE
STATUS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..~......................,................ 25

90-24761 2094b (E)



A/45/564
E~rgliah
Page 2

I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its 44th session the General Assembly adopted its resolution 44/15G, on
15 December 1989, entitled “World conference on human rights”. In that resolution,
the Assembly noted tho progress made by the United Nations over the past 20 years
towards achieving its goal of promoting respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all, without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion and
that there are still areas in which further progress could be made towards that
goal # and c!onGidered that, in view of the progress made and the new chnllongas that
lie ahead, it would be appropriate to conduct a review of what had been
accomplished through tho human riyhts proqramme  and what remains to be done. The
Assembly requested the Secretary-General to seek the views of Govwrnments,
spf3ciiilized  agencjos, non-governmental organieations  and United Nations bodies
rnncerned with human rights on the desirability of convening a world conference on

man rights for the purpose of dealing at the highest level with the crucial
questions facing the United Nations in connection with the promotion and protection
o f  human r ights , and also requested him to submit. to the Asr;embly  at .its ’
forty.-  fifth secsion B report on that question. The prosent document is eubmitted
to tho Assembly pursuant to that request.

CJ8 . The Secretary-General, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 44/156  and by
notes vorbales and letters dated 30 April 1990, requested the views of Governments,
GpecicIlizod  ugonciee, Unitod Nations bodies concerned with human rights and
non-governmental orqanizations  in consultative status on the desirability of
convening a world concerence  on human rights for the purpose OL dealing at the
hiqhest  level with the crucial questions facing the United Nations in connection
with the promot:ion and protection of human rights.

3. As nt 31 October 1990, views on that question had been received from the
Co 1 lowing Governments: Argentina,  Austral ia ,  Austris ,  Bol ivia,  Byelorussian  Soviet
Soci.alist Republic, Chad, Cuba, Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia,
F i j i , Iran ( Islcamic Republic of), Ireland (on behalf of the 12 member States of the
European Ccmmunity), Mauritius, New Zealand, Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, Qatar,
Romania, Saint. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia,
*rutkey a~tcl Znite.

4 . Sub:;t.ant.ive  replies regarding the convening of a World Conference on Human
H iqht.:; we1.e also I-ecaivecl  from the International Labour Organisation, the Food and
Aqt.i(*l~lt  urp Or.qaniznt..ion  of the United Nations, the United Nat tons Eclucat. ional,
S(:ient.if  i c  and cYult.ural Organization, the World Health Organization and the World
H;-Inka 111 i4t.lCl i 1: i 011, views were expressed by the Office of the IJnitecl  Nat.ions High
lI~Jmmi!::;ioneI  ior HeCugees, the United Nations  Children’s Fund, the Centre Against
hparthcicl, t:hr! Commission on Human Rights, the Human Rights Committee, the
Cwmmi  t.t.ee 011 t.he  Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Sub-Commission
OII Pt-f:vorlt.ioI~  of Di::c:t-imirlation  and Protect-ion of Milrorities. The Chairpersons of
I.hc (lommit.t.cc!  1.111  t.tlra Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Committee on
Ecunumic, Sot i;l 1 and Cultural Rights stated that the matter would be taken up ir.
t.lle  coming se:;:; ions of their respective Committees.

/ . . .
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5. The fol lowing non-governmental  organisat ions  in  consul tat ive  s tatus  with  the
Economic and Social Council submitted views8 Amnesty International, Commiszion of
the  Churches  on Internat ional  Affairs  of  the  World Counci l  of  Churches,  Four
Direct ions  Counci l , In t e rna t iona l  As soc i a t i on  fo r  the  Defenze  o f  R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t y ,
Internat ional  Associat ion of  Penal  Law, International Council of Jewish Women,
Internat ional  Cathol ic  Migrat ion Commiss ion, Internat ional  Confederat ion of  Free
Trade lJnion6,  Chris t ian Democrat  Internat ional , Internat ional  Federat ion Terre  des
Hornme  8 , Internat ional  Inst i tute  of  Humanitar ian Law, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Organization  f o r
the Development  of  Freedom of  Educat ion,  Planetary  Ci t izens ,  Prison Fel lowship
In te rna t iona l ,  Sorop t im i s t  Jnternational, World Association for World Federation,
World Confederation of Labour and the World Movement of Mothers.

6. I n  t h e i r  r e p l i e s , all the Governments supported the convening of a World
Conference on Human Rights with the exception of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  a g e n c i e s  t h a t  s u b m i t t e d  t h e i r  v i e w s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  i d e a
of  a  world  conference, or  i nd i ca t ed  the i r  w i l l i ngne s s  t o  t a k e  par t  shou ld  one  b e
organized. The replies from United Nations bodies and organs and non-governmental
organiaet ions  were a lso  favourable  to  the  holding of  such a  conference with  the
exception of the reply of the World Movement of Mothers, Some repl ies  contained
detai led ideas  concerning the  background of  such a  conference,  the  approaches  to  be
adopted, the  i t ems  to  be  d i s cu s sed ,  par t i c ipa t i on  and  the  r e su l t s  t o  be  expec ted .

7 . The recent  favourable  changes  in  internat ional  condit ions  and the new
perspect ives  that  were thus  opened for  the  protect ion and promotion of  human r ights
were  underl ined in  several  repl ies  as  were  the  developments  and achievements  over
the past 40 years in the United Nations human rights programme. R e p l i e s  a l s o
under l i ned  the  impor tan t  i n t e r re l a t i on sh ip  be tween  in t e rna t i ona l  peace  and  s ecur i t y
and respect  for  human r ights , as  wel l  as  the  interdependence between the  var ious
human r ights  themselves . Some repl ies  pointed out  the  gap between internat ional
s tandards  and the actual  respect  for  human r ights  in  the  world.

II. Many repl ies  s tated that  a  world  conference on human r ights  should focus  on
improv ing  in t e rna t iona l  co -opera t ion  in  the  f i e ld  and  in  s t r eng then ing  the
effect iveness  of  the  United Nat ions  system for  the  promotion and protect ion of
human rights. S e v e r a l  r e p l i e s  s u g g e s t e d  s p e c i f i c  t o p i c s ,  i s s u e s ,  prob lems  and
phenomena for study by a World Conference covering a very wide range of issues. I n
add i t i on , the  need  to  r econ f i rm  the  ex i s t i ng  pr inc ip l e s  and  pr ior i t i e s  o f
in t e rna t iona l  co -opera t ion  in  the  f i e ld  o f  human  r igh t s  was  s t r e s sed .

9. As a framework for a world conference, the following main ideas emerged from
the rep1 ies : review of  progress  made in  the  f ie ld  of  human r ights  in  the  world,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ;  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e
effect iveness  of  methods  and techniques  for  the  protect ion and promotion of  human
r i g h t s , a t  g l o b a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l s , in  part icular  by the  United Nat ions;  and
cons idera t ion  o f  f u ture  ac t i on .

10. There was a wide agreement that the success of a conference would depend in
large measure  on i t s  preparat ion. Broad consul tat ions  were  cal led for  and the
importance of  the  involvement  of  expert  human r ights  bodies ,  the  specialized
agencies  and other  organizations  deal ing with  human r ights ,  the  academic community

/ . . .
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and non-governmental  orqanizations  in  consul tat ive  sta tus  was underl ined. These
preparat ions  could lead to  the  submiseion  of  spscific recommendat ions  for
cr%iideration by a world conference. I t  wa8 a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  a  w o r l d
conference would a lso  depend upon part ic ipat ion at  the  highest  level . F i n a l l y ,  it
war3  g e n e r a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  a  w e l l - p r e p a r e d  w o r l d  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  h i g h - l e v e l
participation could make an important  contr ibut ion to  the  internat ional  promotion
snd protect ion of  human r ights .

II . VIEWS SUBMITTED BY GOVERNMENTS

ARGENTINA

The Government of Argentina transmitted its “opinion in  favour of  convening a
world  conference on human r ights  for  the  purpose  of  deal ing at  the  highest  level
with  the  crucial  quest ions  facing the  United Nat ions  in  connect ion with  the
promot ion  apd pro tec t i on  o f  human r igh t s” .

AUSTRALIA

The Government  of  Austral ia  submit ted the  fol lowing v iews!

“The Australian Government welcomes the proposal to convene a world
conference on human rights. T h e  p r o p o s a l  i s  a  t i m e l y  o n e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  v i e w
of the sweeping progress of democratisation world wide which has created new
opportunit ies  for  the  advancement  of  human r ights .

“Austral ia  bel ieves  that  the  focus  for  such a  conference should be  on the
major elements of the work of the United Nation? on the promotion and
protect ion of  human r ights . I t  should provide the  opportuni ty  for  a
rea f f i rmat ion  o f  Lhe cen t ra l  impor tance  o f  ex i s t i ng  i n t e rna t iona l  s t andards ,
as  wel l  as a  discuss ion on expanding and s trengthening the infrastructure
which already contr ibute8 to  the  promotion and protect ion of  human r ights .
Considerat ion should a lso  be  given to  changes  and developments  in  the
internat ional  environment  and mult i la teral  system as  they affect  human r ights .

“A forum such as  th is  should review progress  s ince  the  previous  world
con ference  i n  the  f i e ld  o f  human  r igh t s  and  t ake  s tock  o f  t he  e f f ec t i v ene s s  o f
exis t ing mult i lateral  human r ights  machinery.

“The conference  should serve  as  an occas ion and s t imulus  for  the  rapid
expans ion  o f  the  number  o f  r a t i f i ca t i ons  o f  ex i s t i ng  in s t rument s . I t  s h o u l d
review means of implementing the various instruments and, where necessary,
propose enhanced and more effect ive  monitor ing and report ing procedures .  The
role  of  non-governmental  organisat ions  in  promoting human r ights  should be
d i s cu s sed  in  th i s  con tex t .

“The confere :hould e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a l l o c a t e s
s u f f i c i e n t  resou o  a l l  i t s  human  r igh t s  bod i e s  t o  enab le  t h e m  t o  func t ion
a t  an  i ncrea sed  11 or e f f e c t i v e n e s s .

/ . . .
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“Consideration should also be given to mttans of enhancing the human
r igh t s  i n f ra s t ruc ture  th rough  the  expans ion  o f  progrsmmes  o f  t ra in ing  anc¶
a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e s , b y  encourag ing  Qovernments  tc a v a i l  t h e m s e l v e s  o f
assis tance, through the  act ive  promotion of  nat ional  and regional
i n s t i t u t i o n s , the  pro tec t ion  and  suppor t  f o r  h.uman  rig;lts  de fender s  and
through enhanced co-ordinat ion with  other  United Nations  bodies .

“Pub l i c  i n format ion  ac t i v i t i e s  such  a s  the  t each ing  o f  human  r igh t s  i n
s choo l s , univers i t ies  and col leges  and the  promotion of  human r ights  in  the
workplace should be promoted through a forum such as this.

“Austral ia  would look t o  a world  confersnce  to  produce act ion-oriented
proposa l s  f o r  the  i n t egra t ion  o f  humsn r i q h t s  i n t o  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
peace and secur i ty . The conference agenda should take due account o f
indigenous peoples ’ r ights  and concerns.

“There should be  ef fect ive  preparat ion for  the  conference in  order  to
ensure  substant ia l  outcomes. Preparat ions  should include the  establ ishment  of
a prepcom of manageable siee. Austral ia  would only  support  the  use  of  the
Commission for Human Rights as a prepcom if additional meeting t ime were
a l l o t t e d  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .

“Opinions  from non-governmental  organisat ions,  interqoveinmental
organ i sa t ions , s p e c i a l i s e d  a g e n c i e s , as  wel l  as  nat ional  and regional  human
r i g h t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s , should act ively  be  sought  in  the  preperatory  phase  for
the  evolut ion of  an ef fect ive  programme. Act ive  par t i c ipa t ion  by  t h e s e  bod ie s
should also be encouraged.”

AUSTRIA

The Government  of  Austr ia  s tated that , “25 years after the Tehran Conference,
it would seem appropriate and useful t? the Austrian Government to convene a World
Conference on Human Rights under the auspices of the United Nations. Nevertheless ,
i t  should be borne in  mind that  such a  conference can only  be usefu l  i f  there  are
su f f i c i en t  p ro spec t s  f o r  i t s  succe s s fu l  ou t come  and  i f  t he  con ference  Crea te6  an
impulse  towards  a  world-wide improved protect ion of  human r ights .  Such an impulse
would be  cont ingent  on the  subject  to  be  deal t  wi th  by  the  conference as  wel l  as  on
i t s  p repara t ion . C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  g i v e n  a  p o s i t i v e  d e c i s i o n ,  p r e p a r a t i o n s  s h o u l d
start  immediate ly . Aus t r i a  i s  p repared  to  par t i c ipa t e  ac t i v e l y  i n  the
preparat ions”.

The Government  of  Bol iv ia  s tated that  i t  “ful ly  supports  the  convening of  a
world conference on human r ights  for  the  purpose of  analys ing th’rc human r ights
s i tuat ion i n  the  world and considering and adopt ing measures  to  Promote respect  for
those r iqhts” .
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BYELORUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

The Government of the Ryelorussian SSR stated that it  “supported the idea of
convening a world conference on human rights by becoming a sponsor of the
corresponding draft resolution. Despite the progress achieved by the United
Nat ion s  i n  the  a t t a inmen t  o f  t he  e s t ab l i shed  goa l - promotion of respect for human
rights  and fundamental  freedoms - u n s o l v e d  p r o b l e m s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  s t i l l  e x i s t  i n
this  area and require  the  constant  at tent ion of  the  United Nat ions  in  the  future.
In view of the need both to make a detailed analysis of what has already been
achieved during the implementation of the human rights programme and to determine
what  s t i l l  remains  to  be done  in  the protect ion and promotion of  human r ights  in
the light of the new tasks which are emerging, the holding of  such a  conference
before 1995 seems inappropriate”,

CHAD

The Government of Chad submitted the following views8

“The internat ional  environment  has  been undergoing a  s ignif icant
transformation for  several  years. Improved East-West relations have created
new opportuni t ies  to  s trengthen internat ional  peace and securi ty . Thus there
has never  been a  bet ter  t ime to  devote  specia l  a t tent ion to  human r ights ,
without  which internat ional  peace and securi ty  could not  exis t . A world
conference on human rights would provide a timely opportunity to approach the
ques t i on  f rom a  l e s s  politicised  a n d  l e s s  i d e o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  a n d  t o
h igh l i gh t  t he  impor tance  of  i n t e rna t iona l  co -opera t ion  in  th i s  f i e ld . It must
be admitted that ,  despi te  the  adopt ion of  major  internat ional  human r ights
instruments , implementat ion has  proved hypothet ical  or short- l ived in  some
regions  of the  world.

“This is the case, for example, in South Afr ica,  where the  Pretor ia
regime  ha s  cons t an t l y  been  v io l a t i ng  human  r igh t s  t h rough  i t s  ab j ec t  po l i cy  o f
m. S i m i l a r l y , s ince 1967 Israel  has  been committ ing f lagrant
v iolat ions  of human r ights  in  the  occupied terr i tor ies ,  and has  s tubbornly
refused to  apply  the  fourth  Geneva Convent ion of  1949 relat ive  to  the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Other  aspects  of  the  problem,
i n c l u d i n g  t o r t u r e  a n d  m e r c e n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s , so  w ide spread  in  cer ta in  par t s  o f
the  world,  could a lso  be  discussed.

“Chad recognieesthe  urgent  need for  a  h igh- level  world  conference on
human rights, which alone can ensure  progress  in  the’  ef fect ive  implementat ion
of  internat ional  norms for the  protect ion of  human r ights  - the  source  of
peace, s t ab i l i t y ,  e conomic  progre s s  and  s ecur i t y  - and ,  cons tan t l y  de s i r ing  to
improve the  condit ions  of  l i fe ,  work,  freedom, secur i t y  and  expre s s ion  of  i t s
people, canno t  bu t  suppor t  th i s  i dea .”

/ . . .
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C U B A

The Government of Cuba submitted the following viewer

“The Government of the Republic of Cuba attaches great importance to the
initiative to convene a world conference on human rights for the purpose of
d e a l i n g  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n s  f a c i n g  t h e  UnCted
Nations in connection with the promotion and protection of human riqhts.

“The need for such an international conference is proven by the fact that
g e n u i n e  co-opera t ion  i n  t he  f i e ld  of  human  r igh t s  i s  s t i l l  a  d i s t an t  qoa l ,  f o r
there persists, t o  an  increa s ing  e x t e n t , a  d a n g e r o u s  t e n d e n c y  t o  p o l i t i c i s e
cer ta in  i s sue s  i nd i s c r im ina te l y  and , in  the  case  of certain Western countrien,
t o  u s e  human  r igh t s  a s  t oo l s  t o  f ac i l i t a t e  inte:vention  in  and  a t t acks  on
developing countr ies . This mus t  be  s t a t ed  in  t h e  c l e a r e s t  p o s s i b l e  t e r m s !
the Government of Cuba is concerned that the question of hwnen rights has been
d i s tor t ed  f rom t he  po s i t i v e  and  impor tan t  i s sue  wh ich  i t  cou ld  be  i n to  a  t oo l
t o  promote  i n t e rven t ion  in  the  i n t e rna l  a f f a i r s  o f  S ta t e s ,  a  fagade t o  c o n c e a l
coercion and blackmai l  against  sovereign countr ies  or  impose pat terns  and
models  which bear  no relat ionship  to  the  his tory  and cul ture  of  our  peoples .

“For Cuba, however, there  csn be  no true  enjoyment  of human r ights  unless
i t  qoes  hand in  hand with the  exercise  of  the  r ight  to  l i fe ,  work, shel ter ,
education and the other economic, bOCia1 and  cu l tu ra l  r i gh t s  wh ich  a re  the
foundat ion for  the spir i tual  enrichment  of man,  not  to  ment ion c iv i l  and
politicnl  r i g h t s , including the  r ight  to  se l f -determinat ion and development  as
c lear ly  la id  down in the Universal  Declarat ion o f Humarr  Rights  and the United
Nations Charter.

“The  t rag i c  p l i gh t  o f  m i l l i on s  o f  i nhab i t an t s  o f  t he  th i rd  wor ld  as  a
resul t  of  underdevelopment  and the  perpetuat ion of  an unjust  internat ional
economic order  should guide the  ef forts  O.F the United Nations in this field,
and  cons t i t u t e s  t he  d i f f i cu l t  cha l l onqe  wh ich  the  Organ i sa t i on  musl: con f ron t
and resolve. Never  has  the  internat ional  community  oeen more convinced that
economic and social development and human rights are two complementary aspects
of the same goalr the maintenance of  peace and just ice  among nat ions  which i s
the  foundat ion for  the  freedom and wel l -being to  which our  peoples  aspire.
Accordingly,  the  internat ional  community  must  not  to lerate  at tempts  to  divert
i t s  e f fo r t s  f rom ac t ions  wh ich  a re  nece s sary  in o r d e r  t o  u n d o  t h e  e v i l s  o f
centur ies  o f  i n ju s t i c e  and  exp lo i t a t i on  that have conden.ned more than one
th i rd  of  t he  wor ld ’ s  popu la t i on  to  hunqer ,  malnutritioli,  i l l i t e r a c y  and
premature death. To accept  that  would be  tantamount  to  abjur ing the  ra iron
d’atre of the United Nations.

“Accordingly, the Government of the Republic of Cuba once again endorses
the  content  and scope of  General  Assembly  resolut ion 321130  ent i t led
‘Alternative approaches and ways and means within the United Nations system
for improving the  ef fect ive  enjoyment  of  human r ights  and fundsmental
freedoms’, wh ich  recogn i se s  the  un i f i ed  and  ind i v i s i b l e  na ture  of  a l l  h u m a n
r iqhts . The Government of Cuba also <egrets tha t  many  o f  t he  pr inc ip l e s

/ . * .
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stated in that resolution have not yet been approached with the full measure
of energy .4 objectivity required.

"The Government of Cuba therefore believes that future work within the
United Nations system on human rights matters should focus primarily on the
following points pursuant to General Assembly resolution 321130:

(a3 All human rights and fundamental freedoms of the human person and of
peoples are inalienable:

(b) Consequently, human rights questions should be examined globaliy,
taking into account both the overall context of the various
societies in which they present themselves, as well as the need for
the promotion of the full dignity of the human person and C,he
development and well-being of the society;

(c) In approaching human rights questions, the international community
should accord, or continue to accord, priority to tbe search for
solutions to the mass and flagrant violations of human rights of
peoples and persons affected by situations such as those resulting
from aDartheid,  from all forms of racial discrimination, from
colonialism, from foreign domination'and occupation, from aggression
and threats against national sovereignty, national unity and
territorial integrity, as well as from the refusal to recognize the
fundamental rights of peoples to self-determination and of every
nation to the exercise of full sovereignty over its wealth and
natural resources;

(d) The realization of the new, equitable international order is an
essential element for the effective promotion of human rights and
fundamental freedoms."

CYPRUS

The Government of Cyprus submitted the following views:

"The promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms
has always been an important element of the foreign policy of the Government
of the Republic of Cyprus since 1960, when Cyprus attained its independence.

"It is the'Government's firm belief that respect for hun‘an rights is a
necessary condition for the maintenance of international peace and security
and that the promotion and protection of human rights should be pursued
independently of any political or other considerations.

"It is within this spirit that the Government of the Republic of Cyprus,
both in its bilateral and multilateral relations, follows a principled and
independent human ,rights policy.

/ . . .
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"What is kitore  Cyprus, having experienced the tragic consequences of gross
aad systematic violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms of its
people for the last 16 years, cannot but reiterate its conviction that the
first and foremost task of the international community should be the effective
protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

"It is for these reasons that the Government of the Republic of Cyprus
supports the convening of a world conference on human rights for the purpose
of dealing at the highest level with the crucial questions facing the United
Nations in connection with the promotion and protection of human rights.

"Such a Conference would in particular examine ways and means of
implementing the United Nations resolutions and decisions in the field of
human rights and of improving the effectiveness of the human rights procedures
and machinery entrusted with the promotion and protection of human rights."

ECUADOR

The Government of Ecuador stated that it "believes it desirable to convene a
world conference on human rights to study and suggest measures to strengthen the
role of the United Nations in the promotion and protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, as well as to contribute to the further development of
international law in this area".

EGYPT

The Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt stated that it "supports the
convening of an interrational conference on human rights under the auspices of the
United Nations".

EL SALVADOR

The Government of El Salvador stated that it was "in agreement with the
convening of a world conference on human rights in accordance with resolution
441156".

ETHIOPIA

The Government of Ethiopia stated that "in view of the great importance it
attaches to the protection and promotion of human rights, the Government of the
People's P?mocratic Republic of Ethiopia supports, in principle, the convening of a
world conference on human rights, which hopefully will have as one of its major
objectives the enhancement of the role and effectiveness of the United Nations in
the field of human rights, with strict adherence to widely recognized norms and
principles of international law as enunciated in the Charter of the Unit.ed Nations".
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FIJI

The Government of Fiji expressed “‘its  concurrence to  the  convening of  a  world
conference on human rights”.

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)

The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran communicated the following
views 1

“1. Concerning the fact  that  th.t Universal  Declarat ion and internat ional
instruments  of  human r ights  were formulated without  a  balanced part ic ipat ion
and  a  de se rved  share  o f  t he  I s l amic  c o u n t r i e s ,  i t  i s  nece s sa ry  tha t  t he
divergences  of  human r ights  in  v iew of Is lam with  the  provis ions  of
internat ional  human r ights  be  s tudied and La tnken care  of. For the same
reason, m a n y  Isleunic  coun t r i e s  f ace  d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  imp lemen t ing  some  o f  th
prov i s ions  o f  international orqan iaa t ions , for  the  proper discharge of  their
du t i e s , to  heed to  the  subl ime values  of  Is lam,  which has  over  1  b i l l ion
b e l i e v e r 6  throu- ; the  world.

“2. H u m a n  r i g h t s  i s s u e  s h o u l d  n o t  s e r v e  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  t o o l  t o  e x e r t  p r e s s u r e
on any State. On the  contrary, it should remain a  purely  humanitar ian issue
and be used to  strens hen the  human relat ions  and amel iorat ion of  social
standards.

IS 3. The Government  of  the  Is lamic  Republ ic  of  Iran wishes  to  request  that
these  points  be  ref lected in  the  agenda of the  conference.”

IRELAND

The Permanent Representative of Ireland to the United Naticns Office at Geneva
submitted the following views on behalf of the 12 member States of the European
Community:

“The member States of the European Community would wish to emphasize at
the  outset  their  bel ief  that  any such conference (world  conference on human
r igh t s )  shou ld  t ake  p l ace  on  the  ba s i s  o f  t he  e s t ab l i shed  corpus  o f
u n i v e r s a l l y  r e c o q n i z e d  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  h u m a n  r igh t s .

“The Twelve  bel ieve  that  the  main human r ights  pr ior i ty  in  the  per iod
ahead lier. i n  e n s u r i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e
human r ights  and fundsmental  freedom6 already establ i shed in  exis t ing
in te rna t iona l  i n s t rument s , The proposed world conference should concentrate
on  th i s . The  con ference  cou ld  focu s  on  the  s t a tu s  o f  r a t i f i ca t i on ,
implementat ion and appl icat ion of  exis t ing human r ights  instruments  at  the
United Nat ions  level ; t each ing  and  t ra in ing  in  the  f i e ld  o f  human  r igh t s
standards  and their  world-r ide disseminat ion; creat ion and s trengthening of
reg iona l  human  r igh t s  i n s t i t u t i on s ; and s trengthening of nat ional  human r ights
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  n a t i o n a l  inErastructure.

/ . . l
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“In keeping with the focus on implementation, the conference should pay
p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  w a y s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  Uni t ed  Na t ion s
human rights programmes, inc lud ing  b y  t he  s t r eng then ing  o f  supervieory
machinery, improving information and advisory programmes and ensuring the
ava i l ab i l i t y  o f  t he  nece s sa ry  f i nanc i a l  and  o ther  r e s o u r c e s . The conference
could  a lso  consider  further  the  question of  the creation of  the posi t ion of a
high commiss ioner for  humalr  r ights ,

“As adequa te  p repara t i on  i s  e s s en t i a l  t o  t he  succe s s  o f  a  con fe rence  o f
the  kind envisaged, the  preparatory process  should be  organised  in  a  manner
l ikely  to  fac i l i tate  the  emergence of  speci f ic  recommendat ions  across  a  range
of issues aimed at promotinq enhanced enjoyment of human rights on a
world-wide bas is . I t  shou ld  have  prov i s i on  fo r  i npu t s  o f  t ho se  w i th
specia l i s t  knowledge or  part icular  re levant  experience. w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e
chairmen of  the  treaty  monitor ing bodies , a s  w e l l  a& spec i a l  r appor teur s  and
working groups  concerned with  both thematic  and country-speci f ic  issues have
an important  contr ibut ion to  make in  this  regard.

“Act ive  contr ibut ion by non-governmental  organisat ions  in  the  preparatory
work and act ive  part ic ipat ion by them at  the  conference i t se l f  would be  an
e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  T w e l v e ’ s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h i s  e v e n t . ”

MAURITIUS

The Government  of  Maurit ius  s tated that  i t  “welzomee the decis ion of  the
Commission on Human Rights to convene a world conference on human rights”.

NEW ZEALAND

The Government of New Zealand stated that it “supports the proposal to convene
a world conference on human rights. This support was demonstrated by New Zealand’s
co-sponsorship  of  (General  Assembly)  resolut ion 441156 ent i t led  ‘World  conference
on human rights ’ . I t  i s  New Zealand’s  v iew that  i t  would be  appropriate  for  such a
conference to be held in 1993, which would mark 25 years since the Tehran
Conference. This would be an opportunity to review progress made since 1966, and
to  forue on what  wi l l  be  required of  the  internat ional  community  to  further  the
promotion  and protect ion of  human r ights  in  the  coming decades”.

PANAMA

The Government of Panama submitted the following views!

“In  th i s  connec t ion ,  I  shou ld  l ike  to  i n form  you  tha t ,  i n  our  op in ion ,
the  proposal  to  hold a  world  conference on human r ights  should be carr ied out
w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  S t a t e s . Major achievements could be made in
th i s  a rea  i n  the  i n t e re s t s  o f  e f f ec t i ve  p ro tec t i on  o f  human  r igh t s . Our
c o u n t r y  w i l l  o f f e r  i t s  f u l l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .

/ .*.
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“ I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be po in t ed  ou t  t ha t  r e spec t  f o r  f r eedom,  j u s t i c e  and
peace throughout  the  world i s  based on recognit ion of  the  intr ins ic  digni ty  of
the human rights of the international community. For this reason, we believe
that there should be a concerted effort to ensure that the conference and
simi!ar  events  are  held  more  frequent ly  in  order  to  promote  respect  for
fundamental human freedoms. T h e  r e s u l t s  w o u l d  b e  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  S t a t e s
that have signed the International Covenants on Human Rights.”

PARAGUAY

The Government of Paraguay stated that it “considers  the  convening of  a  world
conference on human r ights  for  the  purpose  of  deal ing at  the  highest  level  with  the
crucial questions facing the United Nations in connection with the promotion ar,d
protect!on  of human r ights  to  be  of  great  interest  for  Paraguay.  Forums of  this
kind are in fact very useful means of providing our country with more details about
the  funct ioning of  the  various  bodies  working on the promotion and protect ion of
human r ights  and about  the  special  committees  establ i shed under  the  human rights
covenants already recognised by Paraguay”,

PHILIPPINES

The Government  of  the  Phi l ippines  s tated that  i t  “welcomes  the  holding of  a
world conference on human r ights ,  in  order to  address ,  and i f  poss ible  thresh out ,
in  a  more restr icted forum,  the  var ious  human r ights  i ssues  a l l  over  the  world,  and
through  in t e rna t iona l  co -opera t i on  a r r i ve  a t  a ccep tab l e  so lu t i on s  and  remed ie s ,  f o r
the benefit  of peoples  in  a l l  nat ions , a n d  t h e  a l l e v i a t i o n  of  t he  p l i gh t  o f  v i c t ims
of ever- increas ing human r ights  v iolat ions”.

POLAND

The Government of Poland submitted the following viewet

“The Government of Poland firmly believes that it  would be desirable to
convene a world conference on human r ights  for the  purpose  o f  deal ing at  the
h i g h e s t  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n s  f a c i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  Nat ions  i n
connection with the promotion and protection of human rights.

“Poland, is nowadays deeply committed to the full and comprehensive
implementat ion of  the  internat ional  instruments  on human r ights . I t  ha s
adopted recently remarkable and important measures aimed at the imp-ovement  of
the dignity  of  the  human person, g i v i n g  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t r e a t y  l a w s  t o  p r o v i s i o n s
protect ing the human r ights  as  provided for  in  the  Internat ional  Covenants  on
Human Rights.

“The scope of recent developments that have taken place in Poland to
ensure  each citisen condit ions  enabl ing them to  l ive  in  ao atmosphere of
freedom and digni ty  bears  e loquent  witnede to  the  importance Poland at taches

/ . . *
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to human r ights  i ssues  and to  United Nat ions  endeavours  for peace,  secur i ty
and  be t t e r  cond i t i on s  for  l i f e  i n  l a r g e r  f r e e d o m .

“Notwithstanding the impress ive  progress  that  has  been made in  developing
new internat ional  human r ights  instruments  s ince the adopt ion of  the  Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, wh ich  f i r s t  i l l umina ted  the  o rgan i c  t i s s u e  tha t
weaves  together  peace,  justice, freedom and human r ights ,  there  are  s t i l l
s e r i o u s  i n a d e q u a c i e s  i n  e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d  i m p a r t i a l l y  g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h e
fundamental freedoms and human rights for everyone. The need to  ref lect  upon
the international community’s achievements and the areas that remain open for
progress , to  consol idate  the  recent  developments  and assess  new direct ions
with respect  both to  machinery and to  s tandards  and priori ty  areasr would be
both timely and appropriate.

“Today, as we enter a new, far  more encouraging era  !n  internat ional
co-operat ion and a  new search for international  securi ty  and socia l
development  i s  taking place, the elaboration of a human rights programme that
would deal  wi th  these  crucia l  iesurss  might  bring an important  and promising
new contr ibut ion to  these  encouraging developments  and to  the  chal lenges
humanity is facing now, as  wel l  as  those  of  the  coming century.

“Poland f irmly  bel ieves  that  the  conference, o f f e r i n g  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  a
g loba l  consu l t a t i on  on  the  pos i t i on  and  approaches  o f  d i f f e ren t  coun t r i e s  t o
human rights and fundamental freedoms - w i l l  i n s p i r e  e v e r y o n e  t o  g r e a t e r
efforts  for  the  promotion and protect ion of  human r ights ,  thereby
strengthening the foundat ions  of  just ice,  peace and freedom in  the  world  of
t h e  f u t u r e . Poland i s  determined to  g ive  i t s  utmost  to  ensure  the  success  of
the conference. ”

QATAR

The Government of Qatar stated that it “is in  agreement  irith the  convening oP
such a conference”.

ROMANIA

The Government of Romania stated that it “regards au desirable the initiative
to convene a  world conference on human r ights  for  the  purpose  of deal ing at  the
highest  level  wi th  the  cruciel  quest ions  of  the  promotion and protect ion of  human
rights in the modern world. In  v iew of  the  great  importance of  such a  conference,
the  Government  of  Romania  bel ieves  that  i t  should  not be convened unt i l  a f ter
extens ive  preparatory consul tat ions  involv ing Member States  and contr ibut ions  by
the  i n t e rna t i ona l  organisations  concerned , F o r  i t s  p a r t , the Government of Romania
is ready to  make a  ful l  contr ibut ion to  the  preparatory  work  for  the  meet ing”.

/ . . .
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SAINT VINCENT AND THE QRRNADINES

The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines stated that it “does not
consider  a world conference on human r ights  a  pr iori ty  at  th is  t ime,  in  the light
of the general  improvements  in  th is  area  over  the  las t  decade”.

SURINAME

T h e  Qovernment o f  Sur iname  s t a t ed  tha t  i t  s uppor t s  t he  de s i rab i l i t y  of
convening a world corierence on human rights.

SWEDEN

The Government of Sweden submitted the following viewsa

“In view of  recent  important  developments  in  the  f ie ld  of  human rights ,
including the changes in Central, and Eastorn Europe and taking into account
also the Porthcoming enlargement. of the Commission on Human Rights, the
Swedish Government believes that it  would be appropriate to convene a
conference on human rights. Human rights have indeed become a major iseus in
international  affairs.

“The basic standards of human rights and fundamental freedoms have been
adopted by the international community. These rights and freedoms are of a
u n i v e r s a l  c h a r a c t e r . I t  i s ,  h o w e v e r , an undeniable fact that the concept of
human r ights  i s  not  understood in  the  same way al l  over the  world,  Neither
are  there uniform standards  of appl icat ion of human r ights . Therefore, it
would seem to be of importance to deepen the dialogue b?tween Member States
concerning human rights,

“One major task of a world conference should be to strengthen the
implementat ion of  the  exis t ing human r ights  instruments . It would seem
natural that the conference review the progress made in the field of human
rights  and make an evaluat ion of the  exis t ing methods  for the  protect ion of
human rights and make recommendations in this respect. The importance of
inviting United Nations specialised agencies and non-governmental
organisat ions to  the  conference should be  s tressed.

“In order to ensure a successful outcome oE a world conference it ehould
be careful ly  prepared. Tak ing  in to  cons idera t i on  o ther  ac t i v i t i e s  i n  thie
field, Mar-da,  in the framework of the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe, i t  would perhaps  be  sui table  to  convene a  world
conference on human r ights  not  earl ier  than in  1994. Possible agenda items,
v e n u e  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  e t c . , cou ld  be  sub j ec t  t o  f u r ther  cons idera t i on  i n
the preparat ions  for the  conference. Taking into  account  the  f inancial
imp l i ca t ions , it would seem appropriate to convene the conference at Geneva,
but  other  a l ternat ives  and recommendat ions  can be coneidered.”
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SWITZERLAND

The Government of SwitaerIand  submittecl  the following views8

“Since i t s  es tabl i shment ,  the  United Nat ions  has  worked s teadi ly  towards
the  goal  i t  has  set  for  i t se l f ,  namely,  promoting respect  for human rights  and
fundamental freedoms. The General Assembly has produced a number of
internat ional  instruments  covering the various aspects  of  human r ights .  I t  i s
heartening to note that by ratifying these instruments a growing number of
S t a t e s  h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  t h e m s o l v e s  a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  t o  r e spec t ing
those rights and freedoms.

“In the opinion of Switaerland, however, the real situation of human
r ights  in  the  world  does  not  yet  correspond to  the  undertakings  given and the
efforts made by many Statr;s to implement human rights and guarantee
fundamental freedoms, The mechanisms for monitoring and promotion are
i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  t o o  unto-ordinate8  to  con t r ibu te  s a t i s f ac tor i l y *
to greater respect for human rights,

“The problom of the unsatisfactory implementation of the existing
s tandards  i s  one  of  t h e  c r u c i a l  ques t ions  i n  th i s  f i e ld .  A  w o r l d  c o n f e r e n c e
on human r ights  could be useful  i f  i t s  task was  to  consider  in  depth the
question of an increased contribution by the United Nations system to improved
imp lemen ta t i on  o f  t he  ex i s t i ng  s t andards .  Th i s  wou ld  invo lve ,  mong o t h e r
th ings ,  developing and co-ordinatinq the exis t ing nlonitorinq  machinery with  a
v iew to  making i t  more effect ive , a n d  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f
in t en s i f y ing  ef for t s  t owards  d i s s emina t ion  and  promot ion ,  1

“Switserland cons ider s ,  a ccord ing ly ,  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  t o  b e  a  w o r l d
conference on human rights, i t s  main task should be to  enhance the
implementat ion of  the  exis t ing s tandards,  not  to  draw up new ones.”

TUNISIA

The Government of Tunieia submittod the following views!

“As a pdrcicipant  in  the  consensus  on General  Assembly  resolut ion 441156,
ent i t led  ‘World  conference  on human r ights ’ , T u n i s i a  c a n n o t  b u t  r e i t e r a t e  i t s
agreement  in  principle  as to  the  importance of holdinq the  conference.
Tunis ia  at taches  part icular  importance to  the  promotion and protect ion of
human  rights a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l , a n d  i s  u n f l a g g i n g  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o
s t reng then  and  conso1idat.e t h e s e  r i g h t s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l . In  th i s
connec t ion ,  i t  i s  Tun i s i a ’ s  v i ew  tha t  t he  s u c c e s s  of  the  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l
largely depend on the priorities that will  be set for the next few decades and ,
on an effa:t to achieve greater effectiveness for the means and mechanisms
al ready set  in  motion in regard to  human r ights .
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“Certain  quest ions  of  special  and immediate  importance should receive
increa sed  a t t en t ion  f rom the  i n t e rna t iona l  commurlity, such  a s  the  r igh t  t o
suff ic ient  food and an adequate  s tandard of  livii\g,  the  r ight  to  housing and
the r ight  to  a  heal thy  and balanced environment.

“Thus, in  o rder  to  e s t ab l i sh  the  appropr i a t e  cond i t i on s  fo r  the  s u c c e s s
of  the  conference, tho preparatory act iv i t ies  should in  the  main be based on
the  w ide s t  po s s ib l e  consu l t a t i on s , w i th  the  a im  o f  de f in ing  and  iden t i f y ing
those  f ie lds  which have not  so  far  been given the  necessary importance,
rev iewing the  achievements  of the  United Nations  in  regard to  human r ights  and
drawing up a  s trategy for  work  in  the  years  to  come.  An object ive  approach to
a l l  t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  s h o u l d  e s s e n t i a l l y  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t
o f  p re sen t  t r ends ,  bu t  a l so ,  and  above  a l l , t he  h igher  i n t e re s t  o f  manki.rd  and
human welfare. I’

TURKEY

The Government of Turkey submitted the followrng views;

“The Turkioh  Government is committed to pursue the steady and
irrevers ible  progress  towards  highest  s tandards  in  the  f ie ld  of democracy and
human rights. I t  b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  merits o f  a c h i e v i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
co-operation in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights. I n  t h i s
context , the  Turkieh  Government  supports  internat ional  ef forts  to  promote
human rights, including the idea of convening a world conference on human
r igh t s  f o r  the  purpose  o f  d i s cu s s ing  the  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  Un i t ed  Na t ions  i n
the  f i e ld  o f  human  r igh t s , Taking into  account  the  progress  achieved in  this
f i e l d  a n d  t h e  r e c e n t  p o s i t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  diEferent  par t s  oP t h e  w o r l d ,
the  Turkish Government  i s  of  the  opinion that  such a  conference may provide a
good opportuni ty  to  re i terate  the  commitment  of  the  internat ional  community  to
human rights, a s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  of  t he  i n t e rna t iona l  o rder .

“The Turkish Government  intends  to  part ic ipate  act ively  in  the  proposed
conference as  wel l  as  in  i t s  preparatory work . The Turkish Qovernment
bel ieves  that  the  venue and the agenda of the  conference must  be  very
careful ly  determined. Moreover, act iv i t ies  of the  Counci l  of  Europe and the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe should be kept in sight
whi le  preparing the  agenda and choosing the  date  of  the  conference.”

The Government of Zaire submitted the following views!

“The Executive Council coneiders, f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  i s  r i p e  f o r
holding such a world conference on human rights. Two reasons argue in favour
of  the  conference.

/ r..
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“There  i s  f i r s t  t he  f ac t  t ha t  abou t  f our  year s  ago ,  States,  i nc lud ing  the
Republic of Zaire, took firm action to promote respect for human rights by
set t ing up special  mechanisms for  the  dePence  and protect ion of those  rights.
T h e r e  i s  a l s o ,  a n d  a b o v e  a l l , t h e  w i n d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m  - l e t  u s  c a l l  i t
t h e  w i n d  o f  ‘-I - that has been blowing since the end of last year,
not only  in  the  countr ies  of  Eastern Europe, dominated hitherto by one party,
but  also  in  the  countr ies  of  the  third world,  African countr ies  in
par t i cu l a r . As far  as  Zaire  i s  concerned - and this may apply to many African
c o u n t r i e s  a f f e c t e d  b y  ‘perestroika’  - t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  determinaLion  t o
engage in  the  defence and protect ion of  human r ights  coincides  with  the
determination to set in motion a’thorough-going reform of political
i n s t i t u t i on s  th rough  the  i n t roduc t ion  o f  a  mu l t i -par ty  s y s t e m  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y
make it necessary to draw up a kind of inventory of the practical tasks that
m u s t  be  accompl i shed  i n  o rder  t o  r ea l i s e ,  on  the  g round ,  a l l  t he  a sp i ra t i on s
of  the  people .

“The Execut ive  Counci l  of the  Republ ic  of  Zaire  i s  of the  v iew that  the
world conference on human rights would provide a suitable opportunity or forum
for  such an inventory of  the  means that  wi l l ,  in  the  new l iberal  context ,  need
to be employed to ensure the promotion of human rights. Drawing on its
experience with the Department of Citisens’ Rights and Freedoms, the Executive
Counci l  of  the  Republ ic  of  Zaire  bel ieves  that  a  world  conference on human
r igh t s  wou ld  be  the  proper  occa s ion  fo r  d i s cu s s ing  the  poirt wh ich  i t
considers  the  most  essent ia l  as  regards  human r ights ,  namely,  how to  f inance
h u m a n  r i g h t s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,

“The Execut ive  Counci l  i s  convinced that  the  human r ights  si tuat ion
throughout  the  world  cannot  be  improved by cr i t ic i sm - no matter  how useful  -
or by lengthy reports  and so  forth, but  only  by  concrete  material  and
f inanc ia l  co -opera t ion . I f  t h a t  p o i n t  i s  a c c e p t e d ,  i t  i s  h i g h  t i m e  t h a t  t h e
terms of such effective co-operation should be discussed at the kind of
meeting proposed by General Assembly resolution 441156. The  des i rab i l i t y  o f
holding a  world  conference on human r ights  i s  demonstrated not  only  by the
quasi-embryonic  nature  of  the ‘ adv i sory  s e rv i ce s  and  t echn i ca l  ass i s tance  in
the  f i e ld  o f  human  r igh t s ’  ( c f . ‘Fort ieth  Anniversary of the  Universal
D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  H u m a n  R i g h t s ,  1946-1988’, f a c t  s h e e t  N o .  31, b u t  s t i l l  m o r e  b y
the s lender  proport ion of  the  United Nat ions  budget  ( less  than 1  per  cent)
devoted to human rights .‘I

/ . . .
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I I I . VIEWS SUBMITTED BY SPECIALIZED AQENCIES

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORQANISATION

The  In te rna t iona l  Labour  Organ i sa t i on  (ILO) s t a t ed  tha t  i t  s uppor t s  “ in
principle  the  convening of  a  world  conferplAce  on human r ights .  We trust  that  ful l
consu l t a t i on ,  i n  par t i cu l a r  o f  t he  specialised  a g e n c i e s  c o n c e r n e d ,  w i l l  b e  ensured
in the preparat ion and adopt ion of  the  agenda of  such a  conference I t  i s  a l s o
h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l i s e d  a g e n c i e s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  activsly  and
par t i c ipa te  in  the  pre sen ta t i on  and  d i s cu s s ion  o f  que s t i on s  f a l l i ng  w i th in  the i r
areas of’ concern”.

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION  OF THE UNITED NATICJNS

The Food and Agricul ture  Organisat ion of  the  United Nat ions  (FA01  submitted
the  fo l lowing v iews  8

"There is general agreement that human rights issues arc of fundamental
impor tance  to  a l l  na t i on s . A properly  t imed and careful ly  prepared world
conference on human rights could contribute to increasing awareness of major
i s s u e s  ( e . g . , on refugees)  and give  an impetus  to  furthering the  appl icat ion
oE human  r igh t s  s t andards  to  a l l . The idea of  a  world  conference i s  therefore
welcome. The preparat ion of such a  conference should take  in to  account
ear l i e r  work  and  bu i ld  upon  ear l i e r  dec l a ra t i on s  o f  i n t e rna t iona l  p r inc ip l e s ,
po l i cy  s e t s  and  s t ra t eg i e s ,  s uch  a s ,  in  FAO’s p u r v i e w ,  t h e  F o o d  S e c u r i t y
Compact , the Plan of Action for Integration of Women in Development, the
Principles adopted by the World Conference on Agrarian Reform e:ld Rural
Development (WCARRD), those  pr inciples  and resolut ions  to  be  produced by the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  N u t r i t i o n  (ICN), e t c . .

“Our immediate concern regarding human rights is combating hunger and
a l l e v i a t i n g  p o v e r t y , and taking care of human resources development, which are
central  to  the  internat ional  development  strategy. We also  feel  that  the
world conference on human rights should pay due regard to these aspects and
focus  on  t ran s l a t i ng  the  en t i r e  s e t  o f  human  r igh t s  i n to  prac t i ca l  i n s t rument s
and concentrate  on the des ign of  pract ical  means  for  at ta ining human r ights .
O n e  oE t h e  impltrtant means  of  enab l ing  peop le  t o  a s s e r t  t he i r  r i gh t s  i s
peop le ’ s  par t i c ipa t ion , wh ich  there fore  m e r i t s  par t i cu l a r  a t t en t i on .”

THE UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL; SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURPL
OHGANIZATION

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
s t a t e d  t h a t “the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l  considbrs  i;hat t h e  organization  o f  such  a
conference would indeed be t imely  and des irable . Having regard to  the  scope of  the
commitment of UNESCO to the protection and promotion of human rights, our
contr ibut ion to  the  conference could  cover  the  fol lowing subjects8

/ . . .
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“(a) The procedure adopted by the Executive Board for the examination of
cases and questions submitted to UNESCO concerning violations of human rights
i n  t h e  s p h e r e s  o f  i t s  compete&et

“(b) Human rtghts teaching, intormation  a n d  documentationr

“(~1 Pro tec t i on  o f  human  r igh t s  o f  spec i f i c  soc i a l  o r  p ro fe s s iona l
c a t e g o r i e s  ( w o m e n ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,  a r t i s t s ,  etc,)j

“(d) e”.

THE WORLD HEALTH ORQANIZATION

The World Health Organization  (WHO) stated that it had carefully considered
the  request  for  v iews  on the  convening  of  a  world  conference.  “mindful  in
particular of the fact that WHO, in  accordance  w i th  i t s  Cons t i t u t i on ,  ha s  l ong
asserted the principle  that  heal th  i s  a  fundamental  human r ight . In  h i s  s t a t emen t
to the forty-third World Health Assembly on 8 May 1990, the Director-Qeneral said;

“As w e  e n t e r  t h e  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  199Os,  human  r igh t s ,  s oc i a l  j u s t i c e  and
ethical  i s sues  wi l l  become more and more important . Human rights in health
and medicine must be seen within the wider framework of basic human rights,
fo r  the  r igh t s  of  t he  pa t i en t  a re  the  r i gh t s  o f  man . They involve  three
r e l a t e d  i s s u e s ! freedom of  express ion and the r ight  to  be  informed;  respect
f o r  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l , including freedom to  decide;  and
prohibition o f  d i s c r im ina t ion  o f  a n y  k ind . In the  19908,  I  intend to
emphas i s e  the  human r igh t s  a spec t s  o f  h e a l t h  i n  a l l  o u r  p r o g r a m m e  a c t i v i t i e s .

“We are  encouraged that  the  i ssue of  human r ights  has  come to  the
fore f ron t  of  i n t e rna t iona l  a t t en t i on  dur ing  the  pa s t  s e vera l  mon th s . Should
the  ma jor i t y  o f  o ther  o rgan i sa t i on s  and  in s t i t u t i on s  o f  t he  Uni ted  Nations
system w i s h  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e , we would  be  wi l l ing  to  jo in  forces  for
i t s  succe s s .  ‘1

THE WORLD BANK

The World Bank s tated that  “the  Bank’s  bas ic  object ive  i s  the  economic
development of its developing members, i nc lud ing  the  leduction  of  p o v e r t y .  T h e
Bank is  thus  engaged in  helping in  the  sat i s fact ion of basic  social  and economic
human r ights  and would be plec.sed  to  consider  part ic ipat ing in  the  proposed
ConSerence, should i t  be  convened”.

/ . . .
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IV. VIEWS SUBMITTED BY UNITED NATIONS ORQANS AND BODIES

CENTRE AQAINST APARTHEII)

The Centre Against B stated  tha t  “under the  p reva i l i ng  c i r cums tance s
in  the  wor ld  and  the  p re sen t  po l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e , the  role  of  the  United Nat ions  in
the protect ion of human r ights  is  acquiring increas ing importance. As part  of  the
Secre ta r i a t ,  t he  Cen t re  Aga in s t  m cannot but  s trongly  support  the  holding
of a world conference on human rights”.

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIQHTS

A t  i t s  f o r t y - s i x t h  session, the Commission on Human Rights adopted decision
1990/110,  in  wh ich  i t  dec ided ,  w i t h o u t  a  v o t e ,  tha t  i t  w o u l d  b e  d e s i r a b l e  t o
convene a world conference on human rights for the purpose of dealing at the
h i g h e s t  l e v e l  w i t h  the c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n s  facinq the  Un i t ed  Na t ions  i n  connec t ion
with the promotion and protect ion of human r ights .

HUMAN RIQHTS  COWITTEE

The Human Rights Committee “was of the view that convening a world conference
on human r ights  could  be  helpful  not  only  in  promoting human r ights  but  a lso  in
generating additional resources for the protection of human righte. It c o u l d  a l s o
serve  a s  an  impor tan t  fo rum for  d i s cu s s ing  per s i s t en t  v io l a t i ons  o f  human  r igh t s
and  prov ide  a  po s s ib i l i t y  for applying pressure  to  certa in  of fending dgimee”.

COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AQAINST WOMEN

The following views were submitted on behalf of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women;

for  a world  B .

“The value of a world conference on human rights would be to ensure that
the world community is informed of the extent of the hardship now endured by
m n n y  pooplr! because  t h e i r  bas i c  hurlIan  r i gh t s  have  no t  been  m e t ,  and  OF t h e
need  fo r  i n t e rna t iona l  co -opera t i on  to  improve  the  s i t ua t i on . Such a
conference should emphasise that  human r ights  are  a  global  concern.

“Alongside widespread abuse  of  power and denial  of  r ights ,  poverty  and
depr i va t i on  con t inue  to  a f f ec t  m i l l i on s  o f  peop le . In addit ion to  causing
misery,  death and disease, poverty  contr ibutes  to  environmental  damage as
S t a t e s  e x p l o i t  f i n i t e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  p r o v i d e  p e o p l e  w i t h
bas i c  s t andards  o f  l i v ing  and  to  m e e t  cr ipp l ing  burdens  o f  deb t .  These  a re
matters  which  demand the at tent ion of al l  States  and peoples .
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“The  impact  of  poverty  ant i  deprivat ion i! especia l ly  severe  on women and
chi ldren. Women throughout the world have responsibility for food production,
for  ch i ld  cake and  hea l th . Their education and economic independence is a
v i t a l  l i n k  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  o t a n d a r d s  o f  l i v i n g .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  aa a  result O f
widespread discr iminat ion, women do not  onjoy equal  opportuni t ies  in
educat ion, training and employment. Nor do they have an equal opportunity to
part ic ipate  in  development , This  d iscr iminat ion helps  to  perpetuate  poverty
end depr i va t i on .

“Both poverty and armed conflict have resulted in many women becoming
refugeee or  fo rced  migrants, subject  to further onploi tat ion and deprivat ion.
Internat ional  act ion i s  needed to  protect  women from this  kind of  oppress ion.

“The underrepresentation of women in decision-making roles in national
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  p r i o r i t i e s  i n
the f ie ld  of  human r ights . In hietory, women have often been the victim8  of
human rights abuse, seldom the perpetrators , T h e s e  issuee  which af fec t
millions of women should be given high priority in any human rights agenda.

“Signficant  human iseues which could be included in an agenda Lot a world
conference 8re the  fol lowing;

*@(a)  ~.~~~iQL.~-~~~&ri~~  t h e  n e e d  for i n t e r n a t i o n a l
co-operat ion to  make these  right8 a  reality, and to eetablish  a proper balance
between these  righta and environmental  protect ion)

” ( b 1 EQMAUY~~.HQD~  8 the need to involve women as policy makers at
i n t e rna t iona l  and  na t i ona l  level, t o  enuuro appropr i a t e  p r io r i t y  i n  dea l ing
wi th  human r ighte  iseueat

“(Cl POVBr!I and the  need for  internat ional  co-operat ion and appropriate
development  to  ent ure that  bas ic  etandardo in  food,  eholter  and heal th  aare
a r e  m e t  f o r  a l l  people1

“(d) m and t ra in ing  of  w o m e n  t o  ensure tha t  t he i r  abilitiee  a r e
u sed  to  the  fu l l  i n  comba t ing  pover ty  and  to  en sure  the i r  f u l l  pa r t i c ipa t i on
in development;

*e(e)  mma o p p o r t u n i t i e s , s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  and  e c o n o m i c  independance
for women.

“Ef fec t i v e  i n t e rna t iona l  mach inery  i s  nece s sa ry  t o  i den t i f y  human  righta
problems and to  provide advice  and ass i s tance to  States  in  resolv ing these
problems. The supervisory  machinery an9 the  report ing proceseee  under  the
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different United Nations conventions need to be strengthened and made more
effective in line with recent proposals. Appropriate co-operation between the
supervisory bodies should be encouraged. In particular, the relationship
between the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and
other supervisory bodies should be strengthened.

"It would assist States in fulfilling their obligations under human
rights conventions if the reporting processes could be rationalized to avoid
duplication of effort, both on the part of States and on the part of the
treaty bodies and their secretariats. For example, all basic information,
statistics, etc. should be readily available through a central system.

"R 19s

"A world conference would be a suitable opportunity to consider ways of
enhancing the role of non-governmental organizations in the human rights
system. Their work in identifying issues and drawing them to the attention of
supervisory bodies has already been of great assistance and should be given
further recognition."

MEETING OF CHAIRPERSONS OF BUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BODIES

The 3rd meeting of chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies, held at Geneva
from 1 to 5 October 1990, included the following comment in its report to the
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session:

"The proposed world conference on human rights, if adequately prepared,
could make a major contribution to furthering the overall objectives of the
United N'ations in the human rights field. The work of the treaty bodies
should be fully reflected in the agenda. the preparation of which should be
done in consultation with those bodies as far as possible. A detailed
evaluation of the work of each of the treaty bodies should be prepared by
individual experts as part of.the background documentation for the conference."

SUB-COMMISSIOW OW PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION AND PROTECTION
OF MINORITIES

At its forty-second session, the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities adopted, on 30 August 1990, its
decision 1990/144, in which it decided to submit document E/CN.4/Sub.Z/1990/NGO/3
to the Secretary-General to be studied within the framework of the definition of
objectives and modalities of a world conference on human rights. The relevant part
of that document is reproduced below:

/ . . .
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“1 l The conference should be convened in 1993, if poeeible, and in a country
that  has recent ly  made substant ia l  progress  in  the  achievement  01 human r ights
and development.

,I2, The conference should aim at producing concrete recommendations for
improving the.effectiveness  of  United Nat ions  act iv i t ies  in  the  PirTld of human
rights,  i nc lud ing  proposa l s  f o r  new  in s t i t u t i ona l  and  f i nanc ia l  a r rangement s .

II 3 . The theme of the conference should be: ‘New challenges for human rights
i n  t he  twen ty - f i r s t  c en tury ’ .

“4. T h e  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e :

“(a) A  thorough  in t e rd i s c ip l i nary  eva lua t i on  o f  t he  ef fec t i veness  o f
exis t ing mult i lateral  mechanisms for  the  promotion and protect ion of  human
rights I

“(b) Formulation of proposals for new implementation mechanisms, with
par t i cu l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  NeAtjOn
human rights programmet

“(c) An t i c ipa t ion  o f  the  fu ture  per sonne l  and  f i nanc ia l  needs  o f  t he
United Nation6 human right6 programme, and aecertainiag  the beet means of
meet ing  theee  need6 fu l ly ;

“(d) Ident i f icat ion of  innovat ive  ways  of  improving co-ordination within
the  United Nations system in  the  f ie ld  of  human r ights ,  in  part icular  through
l inkages  among programmss in  the  f ie lds  of  development ,  peace,  and the
environment j and

“(e) Implementation of the recommendations of the Qlobal  Consultation on
the Right to Development a6 a Human Right (E/CN.J/1990/9).

“ 5 . The Economic and Social Council should serve as the preparatory con\mittee
for the  conference and should establ i sh  an in-sess ional  working group for  this
purpose. The chairmen of the Commission on Human Rights, the Sub-Cofmnission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection uf Minoritiee,  and the human
r igh t s  t r ea ty  bod ie s  should b e  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a l l  prepara tory
meet ings .

“ 6 . In preparat ion for  the confarence, the  Secretary-General  should:

” ( a) Invite widely recoguized  independent experts from different academic
d i s c i p l i n e s  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l , economic and cultural systems to prepare
6tUdie6  and recommendat ion6 on the  object ives  of  the  conference,  to be
completed and distributed to the Commission on Human Rights, the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minoritiee,
and  the  human  r igh t s  t r ea ty  bodies  pr io r  t o  the  fo r ty - s even th  eeeeion of  t h e
Commieeion~

/ *..
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“(b) Convene a  preparatory conference of  recognised experts in  the  field6
of law, development planning, s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  r e l a t e d  f i e l d s ,  88 w e l l
a6 governmental  and non-governmental  representat ives ,  to  consider  and report
on problems and opportunities for the future of the United Nations human
rights programme I

“(cl Organise  a  formal  consul tat ion of  professional  staff  from the United
Nation6 proyrammee  concerned with human rights, development and the
environment , a8 w e l l  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  spocialissd a g e n c i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  a i m  of
preparing proponislr  for  considerat ion by the  conference, .

“7 . Preparntione  shoulk begin  at .  least  two years in  advance of  the  conference
and should be co-ordinated by the Centre for Human Rights.

“8. Non-governmsntal  organisations  should be  encouraged to  Submit  Concrete
written propose16 to  t’lo Economic and Social  Counci l  aa part  o f  the
preparatory process  for  the  conference, and should be invi ted to  at tend both
the preparatory maetings  and the conference i t se l f ,  as  observers .

“9, Governments and non-governmental orqenisationR should be urged to conduct
n a t i o n a l - l e v e l  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  widest  pos s ib l e  spec t rum o f  g ra s s - roo t s
cons t i t uenc i e s ,  such  a s  women,  you th ,  i ndus t r i a l  and  rura l  worker&!,  i n d i g e n o u s
people6, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  v u l n e r a b l e  o r  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  g r o u p s ,  a n d  t o  summarioe
t he se  consu l t a t i on s  i n  w r i t t e n  reporttl  t o  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e . ”

UNJTED  NATIONS CHILDREN‘S FUND

The United Notion6  Chi ldren’6  Fund (UNICEF) s tated that  i t s  “involvement  in
tha  question  of  human r ight6 principal ly  comes through the  operat ional  support  to
be provided for  the  implementat ion of the Convention on the Right6 of the Child.
Should the General Assembly choose to launch such a conference, it  would be our
hope that  this Convent ion would be an important  focus ,  and that  countr ies  would
come t-o the  Conference wit.h speci f ic  country  level  actlol.  plane for  the
implementat ion of  th is  Convent ion. In  th i s  r egard  our  exper i ence  i s  t ha t  such
preparatory eC Cort.6, iE they  are  to  be  meaningful ,  require  country,  regional  and
thematic preparatory proceeaes  drawing upon n broad range of ewpertiee  and eocial
qVOUpS. In short., such R conference should bc more of a Rrocess than a meeting.
Naturally, t h e  6ame  applies  t o  t h e  f o l l o w - u p  o f  eny such  con ference” .

UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES

The Unil.ecl Nationa  High Commiss ioner  for  Refugee6 (UNHCR)  s tated that  i t
“wishes  to  l end  i t s  f u l l  s uppor t  t o  th i s  p roposa l  and  agree s  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  an
appropriate t ime to  conduct  a  rev iew o f  what  has  been accomplished through the
human r ighte programme, t o  i den t i f y  a rea6  fo r  fu r ther  progre s s  and  to  focus
int.ernt.nionRl  attention an  human  riyhts c o n c e r n s  a t  t h e  h i y h e a t  l e v e l . Human
riqhts considetntions  a r e  d i r e c t l y  r e l e v a n t  across t h e  s p e c t r u m  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e
problem from CB~SOR  of exodus, t o  t r ea tmen t  i n  c oun t r i e s  o f  a s y l u m  a n d  r e a l i s i n g

/ . . .
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d u r a b l e  s o l u t i o n s . A world human r ights  conference could therefore  be  of  d irect
benef i t  to  ue in  our work on be,half  of  refugeea, We would hope that refugee
concerns would find an appropriate place in the Conference agenda”.

V. VIEWS SUBMITTED BY NON-QOVERNMENTAL ORQANIZATIONS IN
CONSULTATIVE STATUS*

AMNESTY INTERNATImAL

Amnes ty  In t e rna t iona l  s t a t ed  tha t  it;

“Attaches the highest importance to the United Nations work in promoting
respect  for  human r ights . We would like to raise a number of points that may
be of  use  in  ident i fy ing the  object ives  of  the  proposed Conference.

“Amnesty International believes that one of the challenges before the
internat ional  community  today i s  to  ensure  the  ef fect ive  implementat ion of  the
body of  internat ional  human righte standards  which the United Nations  haa
elaborated, in perticular the  Universal  Declarat ion of  Human Rights and the
international  covenants  on human r ights . I t  i s  a  m a t t e r  of  concern  t o  ULI tha t
over  one third of  Member States  have yet  to  rat i fy  or  accede  to  the
in t e rna t iona l  covenan t s , a l though they were  adopted,  wi thout  a  vote ,  by  the
Qeneral  Assembly almost 25 years ago. We therefore believe that an
international conference on human rights should provide a practiaerl forum to
discues how  to  a t t a in  un i ve r sa l  r a t i f i ca t i on  o f  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  covenant s
and other  important  human r ights  instruments . I t  should  a lso  look at  ways  to
improve the implementation of international standarde,  including the work of
treaty  monitor ing bodies  ancl the  means  by  which the United Nations  can further
i ts  own work for  the  protect ion of  vict ims.

“With such an agenda in mind, Amnesty  Internat ional  considsrs  an
internat ional  conference should utildxe  the  knowledge and experience  the
United Nat ions  has  gained to  date  in examining these  queetione.  The
Commission on Human Rights end it6 subsidiary body, the Sub-Commiesion  on
Prevent ion of  Discriminat ion and the Protect ion of  Minori t ies ,  both have an
important  role  to  play  in  seeking  the promotion of  respect  for  human rights
and  the  pro tec t i on  o f  t he  v i c t ims  o f  human  r igh t s  v i o l a t i on s . For example,
the  Commission has  for  a  number of  years appointed special  rapporteurs  and
representat ives  to  look at  part icular  s i tuat ions  where human r ights  are
v io l a t ed ,  and  a l so  a t  t he  s cope  and  ex ten t  o f  p rac t i ce s  wh ich  amount t o
se r iou s  abuse s , Amnesty  Internat ional  considers  an internat ional  conference
could usefully exemine  the experience6 of theme procedurea, with a view to
considering how they may be improved and strengthened.”

* T h e  f u l l  t e x t  of  t h e  r e p l i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e
S e c r e t a r i a t .
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Amnesty  Internat ional  a lso  s tated that  the  recommendat ions  of  meet ings  of
chairpersons of  treaty  monitoring bodies  and the study of  the  independent  expert  on
long-term approaches  to  the  ef fect ive  implementat ion of human r ights  instruments
“would provide sui table  materia l  on which to  base  a  discuss ion of  ways in  which the
implementat ion of  internat ional  s tandards  could be improved”,

Amnesty  Internat ional  a lso  s tated that  considerat ion could be  given to  an
examinat ion and evaluat ion o f  the  current  efPectiveness  of  the  programme of
adv i sory  s e rv i ce s  and  t echn i ca l  a s s i s t ance  in  t he  f i e ld  o f  human  r ight s  i n  m e e t i n g
i t s  o b j e c t i v e s  I T o  feciliate  discussion1

“Amnesty  internat ional  recommends that  any such internat ional  conference
should be  s tructured in  such a  way as  to  enable  persons  with  expert i se  in  the
re spec t i ve  f i e ld s  t o  t ake  par t  i n  i n -dep th  d i s cu s s ions . These would need to
include government  off ic ia ls  most  integral ly  involved in  human r ights
Rromotion  sr.d pro tec t i on ,  i ndependen t  exper t s , members of all the United
N a t i o n s  d e p a r t m e n t s  i n v o l v e d  in  t h i s  f i e ld ,  Un i t ed  Na t ions  spec i a l i s ed
agencies and other intergovernmental organisations. In  addi t ion,  we bel ieve
that it would be essential for non-governmental organisations working on human
riqhte i s s u e s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a c t i v e l y  a n d  f u l l y  i n  a n y  s u c h
conference.

“Finally, . . . we  would  urge  most  s trongly  that  the  extensive preparat ions
required  for  such a conference should  not  re ly  on exis t ing resourcesI  which
are  needed for  the  United Nat ions  to  carry  out i t s  current  human r ights
a c t i v i t i e s . ”

COMMISSION OF THE CHURCHES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

The  Commis s ion  o f  the  Churches  on  In te rna t iona l  A f fa i r s  s t a t ed  tha t  i t
“considers  i t  important  for the  United Nat ions  to  look afresh at the  i ssues  and
chal lenges in  the  srea of  human r ights . Such a  meet ing should review both shi f t s
in  global  concepts  of  human r ights  def ini t ion and pract ice,  and the mechanisms by
which United Nat ions  bodies  review and act  on part icular  i ssues  and s i tuat ions,
Therefore, we welcome the proposal for such a meeting and would support actions
towards such a goal, a s sur ing  a l so  fu l l  and  appropr i a t e  par t i c ipa t ion  by
non-governmental organisations”.

FOUR DIRECTIONS COUNCIL

The Four Directions Council submitted a memorandum of ite views, in which it
reviewed the development of the United Nations human rights programme, including
i t s  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t s  c o s t , the  avai lable  resources  and the need for  a greater
integrat ion of  human r ight .6  into  development  act iv i t ies . The  Four  Direct ions  ’
Counc i l  s t a t ed  tha t :

“In view o f  the growing demands made on the human rights programme, the
n e w  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o b s t a c l e s  i t  w i l l  f a c e  i n  t h e  n e x t  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  t h e
unresolved problem of  f inancial  resources , t h e r e  i s  an  u r g e n t  n e e d  t o  i d e n t i f y

/ . . .
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a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  mo8t e f f e c t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  t o  c o n s i d e r  p o s s i b l e
a l t e r n a t i v e s .

“TO  be  ef fect ive ,  an evaluat ion and considerat ion of  a l ternat ives  must  be
based on thorough study oE the existing programme, provide  adequate  t ime and
resources  for  the  formulat ion of  detai led proposals ,  and seek a  genuine
consensus among Member States. A global  conference, w i t h  a t  l e a s t  t w o  y e a r s
of preparatory work, w o u l d  m e e t  t h e s e  c r i t e r i a  f a r  b e t t e r  t han  the  u se  o f
in-sessional working groups of the Commission on Human Rights.

“We bel ieve  that  the  speci f ic  object ives  of  such a  conference would be:

“ ( a )  A t horough  in t e rd i s c ip l i nary  e va lua t i on  o f  t he  ef fec t iveness  of
exis t ing mult i lateral  mechanisms for  the  promotion and protect ion of  human
rights 1

“(b) Formulating proposals for new implementation mechanisms, with
par t i cu l a r  a t t en t i on  to  the  po ten t i a l  f u ture  opera t i ona l  a spec t s  o f  t he  human
rights programme, i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  C o n s u l t a t i o n  o n  t h e
Right to Development (E/CN.4/1990/9)!

“(c)  An t i c ipa t ing  the  programme’ s  fu ture  s t a f f i ng  and  f inanc ia l  needs ,
and agreeing on the best means to meet those needs fully!

“(d) Ident i fy ing ways  of  improving l inkages  between  the human r ights
programme and United Nat ions  act iv i t ies  in  the  f ie lds  of  development ,  peaceI
and the environment.

“We further  bel ieve  that  the  preparatory process  should emphasise  the
prepara t ion  o f  r igorous  ana ly t i ca l  s t ud i e s  by  soc i a l  s c i en t i s t s ,  a s  opposed  to
l e g a l  s t u d i e s . This  should include a  number o f  indiv idual  research mandates ,
as  wel l  as  a t  least  one technical  rev iew conference involv ing governmental  and
non-governmental exper ta, w e l l  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  c o n f e r e n c e  i t s e l f .

“We a l s o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  E c o n o m i c  a n d  S o c i a l  C o u n c i l  i t s e l f  s e r v e  as  t h e
preparatory committee, with  the chairs  of  the  human r ights  supervisory bodies
p a r t i c i p a t i n g ex officb, to  maximise  co-ordinat ion and minimise  preparatory
c o s t s .

“In conclus ion, then,  we regard the  proposal  for  a  world  conference on
human r ights  as  t imely  and, i f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  p r o p e r l y  a i m e d  a t  t h e
chal lenge of  redeaigning the  human r ights  programmes for  the  future,
p o t e n t i a l l y  u s e f u l . However , we would view a largely academic or legal
conference, or  one  tha t  l a cks  subs t an t i a l  t e chn i ca l  p repara t ion ,  a s  an
ine f f i c i en t  u s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s . ”

/ . . .
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE DEFENSE  OF RELIOIOUS  LIBERTY

The International  Association for  the  Defense  of  Rel ig ious  Liberty  s tated that
i t  “earnest ly  hopes  that  a  conference of  this  kind wi l l  be  organised.  Despi te  the
important resul ts  that  the  var ious  United Nat ions  bodies  have  achieved it1 the
promotion and protect ion of  human r ights ,  mill ions of  people  are sti l l  prevented
from enjoying all their fundamental rights and freedoms. I f  w e  trury w i sh  to  bu i ld
a  worlc¶ o f  p e a c e  and j u s t i c e , there  must  be  educat ion about  the  fundamental  r ights
and freedoms that  must  be  respected in  pract ice. A world conference would make it
possible to draw the attention of Governments, and also  of  the  media  and publ ic
opinion, to the vital importance of respect for human rights. I t  could  a lso  draw
a t t en t i on  to  the  p rogre s s  tha t  s t i l l  n e e d s  t o  b e  m a d e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  areas  -
including that  of  the  r ight to  freedom of  opinion,  conscience and rel ig ion - areas
where  the  prepara t ion  o f  i n t e rna t iona l  i n s t rument s  i s  r equ i red . In  t h e  l a s t  f e w
yews, we have witnessed manifestat ions  of  re l ig ious  fanat ic ism that  grow worse
every day. This fanat ic ism chal lenges  not  only  the  r ight  to  freedom of opinion and
religion,  but  a lso  a  whole  ser ies  of  other  fundamental  r ights  and freedoms”.

The Associat ion Eurther  s tated that  “the proposed world  conference could
provide  an opportunity  for  deal ing with  this  crucial  quest ion and for  taking a
s tand  on  behall  o f  ef fec t i ve  and  un i ver sa l  r e spec t  f o r  tha t  f r eedom,  wh ich  i s  a t
t h e  o r i g i n  o f  all o t h e r  f r e e d o m s , and is the foundation on which true democracy
rests” .

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PENAL LAW

The International Association of Penal Law submitted a draft programme for a
rorld conference on human rights containing the following main themes8
self-determinat ion and minori ty  r ights ;  protect ion of  fundamental  human r ights
through international  criminal  lawj the  human r ight  to  developments the human r ight
t o  a  c l ean  env i ronment !  S ta t e  r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  human  r igh t s  v i o l a t i on s ,  t he
effectiveness of  regional  human r ights  implementat ion and assessmentr protect ion
e g a i t r s t  discriminationr  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  childrenr  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  the r i g h t s  o f  t h e
m e n t a l l y  i l l ; access  to jus t ice  for  the  protection of  human righter human r ights
education; and human rights and the mass media.

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN

The Internat ional  Counci l  of  Jewish Women s tated that ,  in  their  v iew such a
world conference on human rights could be useful, “providing i t  i s  not  a  mere
replica of the Commission on Human Rights, in both its framework and agenda.

“(a) As for the framework, we bel ieve  i t  should  indeed be  that  of a
c o n f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l . However, w e  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  i t  t o  s t a r t  w i th
an analyt ical  session,  in  which internat ional ly  renowned human r ights ’  Experts
would  expose  their  v iews  on the  more important  quest ions  facing the United
Nhtions today concerning human r ights . Those Experts should not only be
j u r i s t s , b u t  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  h i s t o r i a n s  a n d  politial  s c i e n t i s t s  a s  w e l l ,  i n
o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  n mu l t i d i s c ip l i nary  approach  to  the  sub j ec t  oE t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .
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“(b) With relat ion to  the  agonda, we think i t  should not  deal  with
specif ic  country s i tuat ions  since th is  i s  a lready done 111 the  Commiss ion on
Human Rights, The question of implementation and of the ways and means of
improving oxjsting  human rights’ mechanisms should be given prior i ty ,  80 wel l
as  that  of  def ining the net chal lenges  ly ing ahead,  as  ment ioned in  General
Assembly  resolut ion 44/156.

“Final ly ,  we trust  that  the  non-governmental  organisat ions  wi l l  be
inv i t ed  to  make  a  s i gn i f i can t  ou tpu t  i n  th i s  impor tan t  manifeutation.”

INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC MIGRATION COMMISSION

The International Catholic Migretion Commission stated that itr “regards  the
holding of a wor1.d conference on human rights envisaged by the United  Nations
General Assembly a6 very desirable”.

INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE UNIONS

The lnternat ional  Confederat ion of  Free Trade Unions  s tated that  i t !

“Would welcome the holding of such a conference as it would certainly
further  promote the appl icat ion of  human r ights  as  enshrined in  the
International Bill  of Human Rights. We cons ider  i t  moot  t imely  to  take s tock
of achievements  and cont inued fa i lures . However, such a conference could be
confronted  w i t h  a n  a g e n d a  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  v a s t  v a r i e t y  oE r i g h t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a
va s t  va r i e t y  o f  con ten t s  and  ph i lo soph ie s . The outcome, therefore, may not be
opt imal . We bel ieve  that the  ccqference  and i ts  orgenizing  organ must  have  a
clear mandate and a precise agenda. We would favour a conference on human
r igh t s  t o  f ocu s  on  s e l ec t ed  par t i cu l a r  a rea s  o f  p rob lems .

“As an  i n t e rna t iona l  t r ade  un ion  organ i sa t i on , we are  involved on a  dai ly
baeis in  human and trade union r ights . I n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  w o r k e r s  ’
and trade unionis ts  are  under at tack,  often persecuted,  imprisoned or  ki l led.
Given that the  largest  part  of  any populat ion consis ts  of  people  whose
l ive l ihood depends  on remunerat ive  work and yiven that  i t  i s  they and their
freely  chosen organisat ions  who represent  the  most  important  factor  in  society
for economic and social  progress  and securi ty , we etronqly recommend to
inc lude  f r eedom o f  a s soc i a t i on  and  t rade  un ion  r igh t s  i n  the  c ruc i a l  que6tions
t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  w o r l d  c o n f e r e n c e .  I
enclose  a  copy of  our  recent  publ icat ion ‘Survey of  v io lat ions  of  Trade Union
Rights’ by way of background information.”

CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT INTERNATIONAL

,The Chris t ian Democrat  fnternet ional  s tated that  the  convening of  a  world
conference on human rights:

/ 0 . .



“Seems to  ua highly  des irable  and has  our  f irm support . Our
par t i c ipa t ion  i s  g u a r a n t e e d .

ltWe consider that  the  conference 6hould include among i t6  object ives  the
followings

(a)  To draw up a  balance sheet  of  what  has  been accomplished so  far  a6
regarde  stendard-setting and  prac t i ca l  imp lemen ta t i on . T o  i n d i c a t e  c l e a r l y
those  areas  where the  work of  the  United Nat ions  i s  inadequate  or insufficiontr

(b) T o  r e v i e w  t h e  w h o l e  r a n g e  o f  dec la ra t i on s ,  r e so lu t i on s ,  covenan t s ,
agreement6 and other instruments  of  the  United Nat ions  syetem, with  a  v iew to  ’
bringing them up to date and 6uggesting areas where they should be
supplemented or revisedj

( c )  T o  e s t a b l i s h  s p e c i f i c  g o a l s  a n d  s e t  a  t i m e t a b l e  f o r  achiev ing  them
within a raasonable  period of time (a programme for the next 10 year6 would be
d e s i r a b l e ) , i n  accordance  w i th  p r io r i t i e s  t o  be  e s t ab l i shed  no t  on ly  on t h e
basis  of  the  urgency or  magni tude of  the  problem,  but  a lso  on the  bas is  of  the
m u l t i p l i e r  e f f e c t  t h a t  p o s s i b l e  m e a s u r e s  m i g h t  h a v e . ”

The Chris t ian Democrat  Internat ional  ment ioned tho fol lowing areas of
p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e m !  minors ,  pro tec t i on  o f  minaritles,  e l im ina t i on  of
diecriminetion,  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  j o u r n a l i s t s , r ight  of  anylum and protect ion of
refugee6, combat ing  doc t r ine s  and practi:;.?s  o f  imper i a l i sm ,  co lon ia l i sm  and
intervent ionism,  guarantee6 for mult i -party  democracy,  r ight  to  development ,
terrori6m, establ i shing rules  prevent ing the  menipulation  of  non-governmental
organioations  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  reasons  and  t he  e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  a h igh  commis s ioner
for human riqhts.

INTERNATICINAL  P’EDERATION  TERRE DES HOMMEG

The Internat ional  Federat ion Terrs 88s Hommes  s tated that “respect  for  human
rights  i s  the  toundatioa  of  al l  democrat ic  nation6 seeking to  es tabl i sh  a system of
s o c i a l  j u s t i c e . Human righte are also one of the foundation6 of the United Nation6
and  shou ld  there fore  b e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l . The Federation agrees with
the  s ta tement  in  the  preamble  to  General  Assembly resolut ion 441156 thet  there  are
s t i l l  area6  in  which further  proyres6 needs  to  be made. It aleo hopes  tha t  t he
fu ture  i n t e rna t i ona l  con fe rence  on  h*man riqhts w i l l  d e v o t e  e q u a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o
c i v i l  and  po l i t i ca l  r i gh t s ,  e c o n o m i c , soc i a l .  and  cu l tu ra l  r i gh t s ,  and  the  r i gh t  t o
development”.

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HUMANITARIAN LAW

The Internat ional  Innti~.~t:a  of  Humanitar ian LAW  s tated that  i t  “is much in
favour of  the, orqanizat ion of  this  conference  because the  events  which occurred in
par t i cu l a r  t h i s  y e a r  i n  t he  wor ld  con f i rm  the  nece s s i t y  o f  such  a  con fe rence .  We
d5 hope that  the  non-governmental  orqapieation  system wil l  be  act ive ly  involved in
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this  conferenke and our  Inst i tute  also wishes to  prepare  a  smal l  contr ibut ion
concerning our act iv i t ies  in  the  promotion, d i s s emina t ion  a n d  toaching o f  human
r i g h t s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ” .

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT
OF FREEDOM OF EDUCATION

The International Organisation for the Development of Freedom of Edrication
s t a t e d !

“Our Organisation  considers  It  h ighly  important  that  th is  meet ing,  which
would  make i t  poss ible  to  work  more speci f ical ly  for  the  defence an8 promotion
of human rights, should be convened. I  can assure  you of  the  Organisat ion’s
readiness to co-operate closely with the Centre for Human Rights in the work
of  the  conference.

“In our view, the conference should be attended by Governments,
non-governmental organieations  and academic experts on human rights. Two
g e n e r a l  t o p i c s  s t r i k e  u s  a s  b e i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  important8 t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e
between c iv i l  and pol i t ical  r ights  and economic, s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  r i g h t s ,
and the universal nature of human rights. The recent pol i t ical  changes  in
Eastern  Europe should  make i t  poes ible  to  hold  a  real  debate  and achieve
substant ia l  agreements  on these  fundamental  points ,  far  removed from
y e s t e r d a y ’ s  i d e o l o g i c a l  p r e j u d i c e s . ”

PLANETARY CITIZENS

P l a n e t a r y  Citiaens  stated8

“The Organisat ion f irmly  bel ieves  in  the  necess i ty  to  deal  wi th  crucia l
human rights issues at the highest level, and that a “world conference”, with
adequate preparation, and with high- level  representat ion,  could  make a
significant contribution to the advancement of human rights at a time when new
f reedoms and their  exercise  are  being sought , and when many of the most
fundamental human rights continue to be flagrantly violated.

“The Organisat ion further  bel ieves  i t  i s  more than ever  necessary  to
rea f f i rm  tha t  bo th  c i v i l  and  ;-litical  r igh t s ,  and  economic ,  soc i a l  and
c u l t u r a l  r i g h t s  a r e  o f  e q u a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  v a l u e . ”

PRISON FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL

Pr i son  Fe l l owsh ip  In t e rna t i ona l  s t a t ed  i t  concurred  “in the  de s i r ab i l i t y  o f
convening a world conference on the vital questions of human rights, and we urge
tha t  such a  conference have on i t s  agenda the  s tatus  of prisoners  and criminal
j u s t i c e  s y s t e m s  in  r e s p e c t  t o  t h o s e  m a t t e r s . At  the  same t ime,  because  OC the
re l i g iou s  p r inc ip l e s  t ha t  underg i rd  our  w o r k , w e  u r g e  t h a t  t h e  conEerence  a l s o
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a t t e n d  t o  the  c r i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m  i n  a l l  s o c i e t i e s . Rol igious
f reedom i s  i t s e l f  e s s e n t i a l  t o  human  d ign i t i e s  and  r igh t s ,  such  tha t  the
re s t r i c t i on  o r  e ro s ion  o f  r e l i g iou s  f r eedom i s  i n  f ac t  a  k ind  o f  oppre s s ion  and
imprisonment of the human spirit”.

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

Soropt imist  Internat ional  s tated it @‘would  support  the  propoeal  and would
def ine  1996 as  being an appropriate  target  date , in order that such a Conference
may have before it the outcome of the 1992 World Conference on Environment and
Development, with its relevance to  the  r ight  to  development ,  any proposals  ar is ing
f rom the  act iv i t ies  re lated to  1994 as  the  Internat ional  Year  of  the  Family ,  and
1995, with its emphasis on women and the further review of women’s concerns based
on the Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women”.

WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR WORLD FEDERATION

The World Association for World Federation stated!

“We believe that a well-prepared world conference on human rights would
b e  a  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  d e c a d e .  W e  a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t
non-governmental  orgenizat ions  can make a real  contr ibut ion to  such 6
conference and should be involved both in  the  preparat ion and in  the
C o n f e r e n c e  i t s e l f . We think thet  a  specia l  ef fort  ehould  be  made to  involve
l ega l  and  bar  a s soc i a t i on s  wh ich  do  n o t  u s u a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  a e
non-governmental organiaations in the work of the Commission on Human Rights,
the Sub-Commission and the Treaty bodies,

"We bel ieve  that  regional  human r ights  bodies  such as  the  European and
Inter-American should be asked to  part ic ipate  both in  planning and in  the
Conference. Special  ef forts  should be made to  have  law s tudents  from a  wide
number of Law schools be able to monitor the Conference.”

WORLD CONFEDERATION 01 LABOUR

The World Confederation of Labour expressed its support for the world
conference and submitted the  fo l lowing v iews;

The human r ights  s i tuat ion has  undoubtedly  improved in  the  las t  few
years, which i s  heartening. In rev iewing the  s i tuat ion,  however,  the  world
conference on human r ights  should take care  not  to  lose  s ight  of the  need to
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pursue tho promotion and protect ion of  human r ights ,  in  spi te  of  the  general ly
s a t i s f a c t o r y  s i t u a t i o n .

Today more than ever  i t  i s  necessary  that  a l l  Member States  should  rat i fy
and implement  a l l  the  internat ional  instruments  re lat ing to  human r ights .
UnEortunetely,  most of the permanent members of the Security Council have not
r a t i f i e d  t h e s e  i n s t r u m e n t s  - f a r  f r o m  it, This leade many developing
countriocl  to  say  that  the  human r ights  i ssue  i s  being used by the  great  Powers
to  deetebiliee  the  countr ies  of the  South.

In evaluat ing act iv i t ies  for  the  defence and promotion of  human r ights ,
t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  f a i l  t o  n o t e  tha t ,  oo f a r ,  t he  Un i t ed
Nations and its Member States have emphasised, and  concen t ra ted  the i r  e f fo r t s
on, the  pro tec t i on  and  promot ion  of  c i v i l  and  po l i t i ca l  r i gh t s . Given the
w ide spread  and  repea ted  f l agran t  v i o l a t i on s  of  t he se  r i gh t s ,  t h i s  cou ld  no t  b e
otherwise .

Nevertheless , the World Confederation of Labour notes - as the conference
w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  f a i l  t o  d o  - tha t  i t  i s  no t  on ly  a  m a t t e r  o f  g r e a t
importance,  but  at  the  present  t ime a  matter  of  urgency to  promote and defend
s o c i a l , economic and cul tural  r ights , w i thou t  wh i ch  c i v i l  and  po l i t i ca l  r ight s
cannot bn guaranteed.

I t  s e e m s  t o  u s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  a  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  th i s  k ind  shou ld  g i ve  the
United Nat ions  eystem the  means necessary  for  the  real  and concrete
implementat ion of these  r ights  and f o r  the  establ i shment  of monitoring
mechanisms, and should see  to  i t  that  the  s tructures  of  the  United Nat ions
system do  no t  t r an smi t  po l i c i e s  tha t  a r e  harmfu l  t o  r e spec t  f o r  and
implementat ion of  these  r ights .

II 3. s of oproaniaat’pna

In order thr.t the conference may be representative of the real world, wo
strongly urge that those men and women who are actors and agents in the
defence and promotion of  human rights  should be  able  to  take part  in  i t .

Such part ic ipat ion should be a  factor  not  only  during the  actual
conference, but  a lso  throughout  the  preparatory phase,  whether  at  the  nat ional
o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l . We are in  favour  of  the  widest  poss ible
par t i c ipa t ion  3y n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  organieations  a t  a l l  p r e p a r a t o r y  l e v e l s ,
i nc lud ing  t rade -un ion  organizations,  churches ,  f edera t ions ’o f  t eacher s ,
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lecturers  and the  l ike,  as  wel l  as  women and representat ives  of  minori ty
groups.

The United Nations might suggest to Member States that they should
include in their  delegat ions  representat ives  of  non-governmental
organ i sa t ions , as well as women and spokespersons for minority  groups.”

WORLD MOVEMENT OF MOTHERS

The World Movement of Mothers stated that;

“It i s  our  cons idered  op in ion  tha t  a  wor ld  con fe rence  i s  one  o f  t he  l ea s t
ef fect ive  ways  of  promoting the  cause  of  human r ights . The usual procedure in
world conferences, as  ev idenced on too many occas ions  during the  past  several
decades ,  i s  f o r  ce r t a in  coun t r i e s  t o  denounce  and  ccnJemn  o ther s  i n  a  ‘ ho l i e r
than  thou ’  exerc ise ,  u s u a l l y  t o t a l l y  u n j u s t i f i e d , s ince many of  the  accusers
are  themselves  far  more at  faul t  than those  they condemn,

“The Internat ional  Year  of  the  Chi ld  in  1979 was  a success  with  real
effect  on publ ic  opinion in  most  countr ies  precise ly  because  there  was  no
world conference. W o r l d  c o n f e r e n c e s  r e p r e s e n t  i r r e s i s t i b l e  t e m p t a t i o n s  t o  t o o
many Governments to det.ounce, declaim, condemn (and thereby appear on the side
o f  t h e  a n g e l s  t h e m s e l v e s ) .

“If there must be conferences, and  i f  t he  Un i t ed  Na t ion s  s i ncere ly
de s i re s  p rogre s s  and  no t  me’8 politicizing, then l imited regional  conferences
amonn nat ions  whose p +blems a r e  a l i k e ,  a n d  w h i c h  c a n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n c e i v a b l y
benef i t  f rom df zc;;;z.fag thecs t o g e t h e r  i n  a  cimate o f  mu tua l  t ru s t  i n s t ead  o f
o n e  o f  s a d l y  m o t i v a t e d  p r e j u d i c e ,  m i g h t  a c t u a l l y  b e a r  f r u i t . The United
Nations  might  rmslly  further  the  cause  of human r ights  on a pract ical  level
instead of spending a  good deal  of  money on providing  a  tribune for  vain and
se l f -  j u s t i f y ing  speeche s . Moreover, evaluat ion and fol low-up to  such l imited
regional  conferences  would be both eas ier  and more eff ic ient .”
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