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1. INTRODUCTION

1. In paragraph 17 OP its resolution 441126  of 15 December 1989, entitled “Review
of the implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of International
Security”, the General Assembly invited Member States to submit their views on the
question and requested the Secretary-General to submit a report to the Assembly at
its  forty- f i f th session on the basis  of  the repl ies  received.

2 . Pursuant to that request, the Secretary-General addressed a note verbale to
the Governments of Member States on 9 April 1990, inviting them to submit their
views in accordance with paragraph 17 of the resolution.

3 . As at 15 October 1990, replies had been received from Bulgaria, the
BYI orussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Ecuador, Mexico, Qatar, the Ukrainian
Sot et Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. A n y  curther
replies will be issued as addenda to the present report.

/ . . .
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I I . REPLIES RECEIVED FRGM GOVERNMENTS

BULGARIA

[Original ;  Russian ]

(14 August 1990 ]

1. The Government of Bulgaria considers the Declaration on the Strengthening of
International Security to be an important instrument aimed at furthering peaceful
coexistence and the expansion of co-operation between States.

2. The strengthening of internaticnal  security is a multi-faceted problem whose
successful solution is of concern to all members of the international community.
It requires the development of an integral conception and a comprehensive approach
to its practical implementation. The United Nations plays a leading role in this
process.

3. Political dhtente is increasingly being supplemented by new measures to reduce
military arsenals and to strengthen security and confidence. The favourable
development of the present international situation enables States today to join
their efforts to deal with such universal issues as international economic
co-operation, environment, food security, rational  uti l ization of  natural
resources ,  etc .

4, Bulgaria feels that the current positive trend in international relations must
find legal expression in the conclusion of corresponding international agreements.
After the practical implementation of the Soviet-United States Treaty on the
Elimination of tneir Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, the next step
is a ban on other types and classes of weapons of mass destruction. The prospect.8
for a 50 per cent reduction of strategic,offensive  weapons by the Soviet Union and
the United States should be supplemented by the inclusion of the other nuclear
States as well in this process.

5. Bulgaria w\?lcomes  the bilateral agreement reached between the Soviet Union and
the United States on the reduction of chemical weapons, and considers that this
agreement must serve as a catalyst for the immediate conclusion of a convention on
the reduction and the destruction of chemical weapons.

6. Bulgaria is  one of  the States  that  supported the init iat ive  to  c o n v e n e  a
conference to convert tht?  1963 Treaty Banning Nuclear-Weapon Tests in the
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water into a comprehensive test-ban treaty,
and feels that a complete and comprehensive ban on nuclear tests is a reliable
means of halting the nuclear-weapons race and, true to this principle, it shall
participate in the forthcoming international conference. Bulgaria has stated its
readiness to sign the future convention as soon ~6 it is open for signature and
calls upon all countries capable of producing chemical weapons to declare their
readiness as well,

/ . . .
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7. Bulgaria expects the Vienna negotiations on conventional armed forces to end
with the conclusion of a treaty covering the most destabilizing category of
weaPons, after which the Second stage should start immediately. At the Vienna
negotiations on confidence- and security-building measures in Europe, Bulgaria iS
calling for these measures to be broadened and expanded to cover all types oC
mil itari ly  s ignif icant  act ivity  relating to  security  on the continent. It has high
hopes of the summit meeting oE the CSCE States. This meeting must give new impetus
to an all-European process and define the main direction of European policy for the
next few yerrs. Lt should lay the foundation6  for a new system of security in
Europe, which would replace the military bloc structure with all-European
structures.

8. Bulgaria favours international guarantees of the inviolability of existing
borders on the European continent. Bulgaria lies on the line of contact between
the Warsaw Treaty and NATO and would not like a just solution to the military
aspects of security in Central Europe to take place at the expense of neglecting or
sidestepping .;ssues related to the correlation of forces and guarantee6 of
security , along with conventional disarmament in the Balkans. Bulgaria is  also
concerned that the unification of Germany should help Strengthen and expand
co-operation between all existing structures and create a future model for European
co-operation.

9. Bulgaria is guided by the conviction that lasting peace and security in the
world cannot be achieved without 6olving problem6 of international economic
relations and without providing conditions conducive to their stability and
pred i c tab i l i t y . Security in international economic relations presupposes equitable
and unimpeded co-operation between economic systems and integration processes in
order to ensure the more effective joint exploitation of material resources by all
countries.

10. The economic development of Bulgaria presuppose6 gradual integration into the
world economy through active inclusion in the international division of labour and
participation in the multilateral regulation of international economic liEe, That
is why Bulgaria is interested in agreeing on and drawing up, within the United
Nations, ways and means of intensifying multilateral economic co-operation under
stable and predictable conditions. In terms of its domestic economy, Bulgaria
regards its participation in the system of international economic relations a6 a
means of promoting implementation of the Bulgarian Government’s economic reform
programme. with its set of measures for overcoming the economic crisis and making  d
gradual transition to a market economy. Bulgaria Eavours the expansion oE
opportunities for participation in the work of international economic organizations
and f inancial  institutions. The srsps taken by Bulgaria to join GATT, IMF, the
World Bank and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, as well as the
establishment of official relations with the EEC, are concrete evidence of its
interest in creating condition6 for stable and riutually  advantageous international
economic co-operation.
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11. Bulgaria holds the view that the problem6  of economic development are becoming
more and more tightly linked to the exacerbation of global problems, particularly
problems of environmental protection, food and population. Solution of these
problems requires the active participation of all countries, with full respect for
the principle  of  universal ity  and for  their  interests ,  individual  characterist ics
and views.

12. Bulgaria favoure a broad and open exchange of information on environmental
problem6 and, particularly, free access to environmentally sound technologies. It
supports the proposal to create an ecological first-aid centre a6 well as the
proposal to create an international space laboratory to monitor the state of the
enviroament. Bulgaria condemn6 as ecological neo-colonialism any attempt to
deposit nuclear and other chemical wastes in A f r i c a  and other regions of the third
world.

13. As an organioer of the All-Balkan Meeting on Environmental Protection and of
the Sofia  Conference within the f r a m e w o r k  of  the Helsinki process, Bulgaria has
taken practical steps to implement the idea of ecological equilibrium in the
Balkans and in Europe as a whole.

Bulgaria has always sought to further the establishment of a comprehensive,
itit and lasting peace in the Middle East and the creation of conditions for normal
relations between all the peoples inhabiting that region. In its view, the mOSt
effective machinery for achieving these goals would be an international conference
convened by the United Nations with the participation of the five permanent members
of the Security Council and all the countries concerned, including the PLO, the
sole  l eg i t imate  representative  of  the Arab people  of  Palest ine.

15. Bulgaria feels that positive changes in the international climate are having a
favourable impact on the solution of the most serious regional conflicts on the
African continent. The proclamation of Namibia’6 independence is proof of the
enormous possibilities that exist today for solving the major problem6 of peace and
security by peaceful means, through dialogue and negotiations. Bulgaria has
established diplomatic relations with the Namibian  State, and is ready to engage in
mutually advantageous co-operation in all area6 of mutual interest.

16. Bulgaria feels that the system for maintaining international peace and
security must be primarily a system for maintaining the international legal order.
A universal legal order must be based on the mutual interdependence of the rights,
obl igations and responsibi l i t ies  of Subject6  of  international  law.

/ . . .
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BYELORUSSIAN  SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

[Original :  Russian]

115 October 19901

1. The Byelorussiaa SSR attaches great importance to the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security, whinh it regards as an important
instrument whose provisions, once implemented, will help create a secure,
non-violent and, ultimately, non-nuclear world based on universal humanistic values.

2. A favourable climate has begun to prevail in the international community. The
long period of the cold war has been brought to an end, and trust, dialogue and the
search for a community of interests have increasingly gained ground in
international  relat ions. A radically new security structure is taking root, hased
upon the Charter of the United Nations and co-operation between States in resolving
bilateral and global problems.

3. The positive developments engendered by the new political thinking have, for
the first t ime in history, provided an opportunity to forge ahead into the future
creating the pre-conditions for achieving lasting peace and stability as well as
close co-operation and partnership among States on the basis of truly national
interests .

4 . The present international realities are making it necessary to seek
co-operation and mutual understanding so that all members of the international
community can, through col lect ive reason and jo int  ef forts ,  f ind solutions to  the
vital  issues of  the day - how to eliminate the danger of an outbreak of nuclear
war, put an end to the arms race, overcome economic underdevelopment, save the
environment, ensure a reliable supply of energy resources and food for humanity,
and combat deadly epidemics, terrorism and the spread of drugs.

5. Measures to acheive real disarmament are clearly of key importance in
strengthening international security. The Soviet-American dialogue on reducing
nuclear arsenals, preventing an arms race in outer space and eliminating chemical
weapons continues to be fundamental in that context. For progress to be made on
realizing the noble goal of creating a non-nuclear and non-violent world, the
fundamental agreements on reducing weapons of mass destruction concluded between
the Soviet Union and the United States at the Washington summit meeting must
involve all States more actively so that the process becomes global and sustained.
Confidence-building between States and increased openness, in Particular on
military questions, must go hand in hand with that evolution. The construction of
a commcn European home and the radical changes that have taken place in Europe have
clearly had a favourable impact on recent and present developments, in particular
on the formation of new security structures.

6. Eliminating regional tensfon and overcoming crisis sit.uations are a critical
part of the international community’s efforts to strengthen international
security . That is an area in which the United Nations has recently registered
major progress, regenerating faith in i ts  princiyles  and in its  abi l i ty  to  build a

/ . . .
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consensus by reconciling divergent positions. This approach must be strengthened,
and it must become irreversible and durable. The aggression by Iraq against the
sovereign State of Kuwait, which threatens to disrupt the advance of civilieation
toward6 a peaceful course of development, testifies to the importance and continued
precariousness of international security and shows how much the international
community must still accomplish if a radically new structure of comprehensive
security and co-operation is to become a reality. This is an enormous challenge to
humanity, which must do everything necessary, and without delay, to extinguish a
dangerous source of tension by using political, peaceful and non-military means to
respond to aggression. That would make it possible to work towards eliminating
other sources of conflict in the Middle East and to reach a just settlement of the
Palestinian question.

7. The ByelOrU6Sian  SSR is in favour of seeking a swift settlement in such ardas
of tension as Afqhanistan,  South-East Asie,  Angola, Ethiopia, Western Sahara,
Cyprus, the Korean peninsula and other regions, and it calls for a dismantling of
the @pa&id rigime. The surest way to achieve that goal is through the
co l l e c t i ve  e f f o r t s  o f  S ta tes , full use of the mechani6ms of the United Nations in
accordance with the Charter, the primacy of international law, a balance of
interest6 and the quest for a universal consensus.

8. If international security is to be strengthened, a new Structure in
international economic relation6 must come into being, environmental problems must
be resolved, and co-operation and an objective dialogue on social and humanitarian
problems, including human-rights questions must be promoted.

9. The new international climate and the advent of a peaceful period in
internaticnal  relations cal ls  for  a  s imilar  evolution in the United Nations,  wnich
needs to adapt to this new turning-point in history in all its dimensions. I f  i t
is to respond in a worthy fashion to the challenge of the hour, the Unite? Nations
must develop further and strengthen its peace-making role, become the motor force
for constructive change and pursue that course unwaveringly and with a full sense
Of i t6  responsibility  t0 the international  COIItmUnity. The Organieation’s potential
for preventing the emergence of new areas of tension must be given full scope: that
could be promoted to a considerable degree by focusing on such activities as a
close monitoring of the international climate, the gathering and analysis of
information on international dispute6 and conflicts, and other work to avert the
use of  force , and by encouraging in every way possible the settlement of Conflicts
by peaceful means, which are the most effective under current circumstances. The
regenerative international development6 have given a new scope to the task facing
the statutory bodies of the United Nbtions - the Security Council, the General
Assembly and the International Court of JUStiCe - as well as the Secretary-General,
of increasing efficiency and transforming the United Nations into an effective
mechanism to help reconcile the positions taken by States in international
conflicts and resolve the problems with which the inexorable course of history  is
confronting humanity.

/ . . .
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10. F o r  i t 6  p a r t , the Byelorussian SSR i s  s tr iv ing,  through pract ical  steps ,  to
foster such positive developments in United Nations activitiec. It has worked
consistently and actively towards strengthening in every way the Organieation’s
role in ensuring international security, promoting its prestige and achieving
strict compliance of State6 with the Charter and the mandatory resolutions of the
Security Council.

11. In an important event in the life of the Byelorussian SSR, the Supreme Soviet
of the Byelorussian SSR, the supreme organ of power of the Republic, adopted on
27 July 1990 the Declaration on State sovereignty, in which the Byelorussian SSR
sets itself the goal of making its territory a non-nuclear zone and becoming a
neutral State. That instrument reaffirms the importance of the sovereign rights of
al l  peoples .

12. The Eyelorussian SSR reaffirm6 its adherence to the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security  and enpres 66 its readiness to engage in an
active dialogue at the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly with a view to
seeking fresh ideas and apprOaChe6  for implementing the provisions and principle6
of the Declaration and resolving the vital problem6  of the day through the active
co-ordinating role of the United Nation6  and its mechanisms.

ECUADOR

[Original !  Spanish]

(4 May 1990)

1. The Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security, which was
adopted on 16 December 1970 and in Whose  drafting Ecuador played a particularly
active role ,  ha6 106t none Of  i ts  val idity . On the contrary, the principles  it
sets forth have been steadily reinforced by the unconditional adherence of the
international community. Recent international political trends confirm the
val idity  of  those principies and also  increase the possibi l i t ies  for  their
ef fect ive  appl icat ion.

2. The principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations have been
steadily developed and clarified since 1945, acquiring universal value a6 an
irrepiaceable  guide for the conduct of relations among States. The universal
desire to live in peace has been joined by an increasingly effective determination
to co-operate and take concerted action. Accordingly, every encouragement must
continue to be given to any proposal for strengthening the role of the United
NationS, particularly that of the General Assembly and the Security Council, in
matters of international peace and security.

3. Ecuador reaffirm6 its traditional respect for the above-mentioned principles
and also emphasize6 the importance of the principle stated in paragraph 5 of
resolution 2734 (Xxv) “that every State has the duty to refrain from the threat or
use of force against the territorial integrity and political independence of any
other State, and that the territory of a State shall not be the object of a

/ . . .



A/45/516
English
Page 9

military occupation resulting from the rye of force in contravention of the
provisions of the Charter, that  the terr itory of  a  State  shal l  not  be  the  object  of
acquisition by another State resulting from the threat or use of force, that no
territorial  acquisit ion result ing from the threat  or  use of  force  shal l  be
recognized  as legal and that every State has the duty to refrain from organizing,
instigating, ass i s t ing  o r  par t i c ipat ing  in  ac t s  o f  c i v i l  s t r i f e  o r  t e r ror i s t  a c t s
in another State”.

4. The principle of the peaceful settlement of all disputes is another
cornet -s tone  of  international  relat ions. In this coxrection,  mention should he
made of the very valuable action taken by the United Nations in deploying military
forces For peace-keeping operations. If peace-keeping activities were
strengthened, they would become more effective and would offer the added advantage
of encouraging all States to adopt policies geared towards settling their disputes
peacefully. Ecuador is particularly gratified to be a part of the United Nations
Observer Mission in Central America (ONUCA), with which 21 officers of its armed
forces are co-operating.

5. The climate of international detente has also brought to light the close
relationship between the strengthening of international  security, disarmament and
the economic development of all peoples. Progress in disarmament should also be
reflected in increased participation by the developed world in the adoption of
measures to facilitate the progress of the developing countries in particular. If
no-tailed “peace dividends” are used only to solve domestic problems in the
developed countries, there is a risk that this will breed frustration in the
developing countries, thereby threatening dhtente, poss ib i l i t i e s  f o r  c o - opera t i on
and, ultimately, international peace and security. Ecuador therefore considers the
principles set forth in paragraph 19 UC resolution 2734 (XXV) and paragraph 10 of
resolution 441126 to be fully relevant and valid.

6. To sum up, Ecuador believes that all States are responsible for the
maintenance of peace and security and that this, in turn, cal ls  for  respect ing the
principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and, more specifically,
in resolution 2734 (XXV) and recognizing that peace and security are indissolubly
linked to the urgent need to find an appropriate solution to the economic and
social problems of all countries, and of the developing countries in particular.

MEXICO

[Original: Spanish]

(10 August 1990]

1. The cvxunemoratiotl  of the twentieth anniversary of the Declaration on the
Strengthening of Internatioral  Security provides a good opportunity for assessing
the manner in which its provisions have been applied.

2. It  should he recal led that , like the Declaration on Principles of
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in

/ . . .



A / 4 5 / 5 1 6
English
Page  10

accordance with the Charter of the United Nations (resolution 2625 (XXV), the
Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security was adopted on the
occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations, in the firm
conviction of the urgent need to make the Organization more effective as an
instrument for maintaining international peace and security.

3. In recent years we have witnessed a renewed confidence in the role of the
United Nations in maintaining international peace and security. This confidence is
reflected in General Assembly resolution 44/21 entitled “Enhancing international
peace, securi ty  and international  co-operation in al l  i ts  aspects ,  in  accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations” (adopted without a vote on
15 November 1989). However, it is more and more ur-Jent  that all States should
demonstrate, with deeds more than with words, their acceptance of the provisions
and principles of the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security.

4, We must begin by admitting that the potential role of the United Nations has
been reduced by the establishment of military alliances c,ztside the Organization
and the promotion of an arms race which has undermined the principles of the
Chat tet . At the present time, we Lhould strive to ensure the implementation of
paragraph 11 of the Declara?ltTn, which recommends that all States should contribute
to the establishment of B .-tern of  universal  col lect ive security  without mil i tary
al l iances.

5 . The Government of Mexico i?; convinced that the effective implementation of the
provisions of the Charter on collectit*e  security would increase the possibilities
of attaining an authentic and lasting peace. The present political and military
situation in the world should allow the United Nations to reassume and consolidate
its central role in the maintenance of international peace and security.

6 . The basic responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and
sccutity  r e s t s , in Mexico’s opinion, on the United Nat-ions, but mainly on the
Security Council, in conformity with the Charter.

I . M o r e o v e r , the Government of Mexico continues to believe that all States, in
their  international  relat ions, must conduct themselves in accordance with the
purposes and principles of the Charter of the llnited Nations, especially the
principle ot abstaining from interference in the internal affairs of other
countt ies.

0. In this respect, Mexico has always strivl3n to ensure respect for the principle
of non-intervention in the affairs of other States and has made it a pillar of its
foreign pol icy .

9 . Mexico considers that the strengthening of international security and the
creation of a climate of peace depend to a large extent on the application af
measures which guarantee effectively such non-interference and establish real
collaboration in the i’ield of disarmament.

10. In the field of disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, it is essential
to work out effectively agreements in order to guarantee the strengthening of
international security.

/ . . .
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QATAR

[Original :  Arabic)

(1 October 1990)

1. The State of Qatar is a country with a deep-rooted peaceful orientation and
realizes the extent of the importance and urgency of contributing to the
maintenance and strengthening of a just peace for present and future g%erations
al ike. It implements consistently on a permanent basis every one of the principles
contained in the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security,
whether on the local scale or in its relations with other States members of the
international community. It  has therefore  taken appropriate  s teps  in  this  matter.

2. The State of Qatar always proceeds from the fact that the strengthening and
maintenance of  international  security necessar i ly  require8  ful l  respect  for the
Charter of the United Nations and the practical implementation of the security
procedures :;et forth in it, i n  accordance  w i th  the  recognised  n o r m 6  of
international law. It  supports  the principle  of  the  inadmissability  of
intervention in the internal  af fairs  of other  States , supports the enhancement of
the ef fect iveness of  this  principle  and rejects  the  pol icy  of  hegemony in  a l l  i t s
aspects.

3. The formulation of  the principles  contained in  the  Declarat ion - non-use of
force , peaceful settlement of disputes between States and the strengthening of
international  co-operation,  as  wel l  as  other  measures  - has  contr ibuted to  the
adoption of tangible measures for the strengthening of international peace and
security.

4. The greatest danger threatening the cause  of dbtente  and peace lies in the
arms race , although there are international treaties and convention6 which have
resulted in a slowing down of this arms race in some areas.

5. With regard to the strengthening of international security and the elimination
of  focal  points  of  tension, i t  i s  c l ear  t ha t  new  foca l  po in t s  of  th i s  k ind  a re
unacceptable. One of  these focal  points  of  tens ion i s  current ly  located in
occupied Palestine because of the policy of hegemony, expansion and oppression
prnctised by the Zionist entity. I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  s t r i v e  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a  j u e t
and rel iahle settlement in the Middle East with the participation of all  the
parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Crganization. There must be
no separate atranqements that would serve to increase the complexity of the
explosive situation in the area.

6. It  is  the duty of  al l  States  to  contribute by a l l  means to  the  exercise  by  the
people of South Africa of its right to self-determination and independence, with
ttre t r a n s f e r  ot power to the people of Namibia through its representative, the
South West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO), in  order  to  put  an end to  the
racist  apart&-id  regi:ne in South Africa. T h e  S t a t e  of  Q a t a r  a s s i s t s  a l l  p e o p l e s
that are struggling for the restoration and defence  of their freedom and national
independence.

/ . . .
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7. The State of Qatar has indefatigably supported the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East, because it believes that its
establishment would contribute to the nuclear disarmament process and because of
its increasing concern, which is shared by the other Arab States in the region,
stemming <ram the Zionist  entity ’s  possession of  quant i t ies  of  nuclear weapons nnd
delivery systems, which presents a threat to the peace and security of the world
generally and of the region concerned in particular, as has already been pointed
out in the General Assembly resolutions on Israeli nuclear armament.

8. The State of Oatar considers the General Assembly’s Declaration on Principles
of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States
and the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security to be major
achievements of the United Nations in its endeavour to achieve world peace.

9. There instruments set forth clearly deep-rooted principles for all States in
their relations with one another that constitute, in the view of the State of
Kuwait, fundamental principles for States’ conduct of their external relations.

UKRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

[Original :  Russian]

i26 September 19901

1. The aspiration of the peoples of the world to live in peace and security found
its expression in the provisions of the Declaration on the Strengthening of
International Security, adopted by the General Assembly 20 years ago. Thr? past
years have clearly demonstrated the profundity, topicality  and vital Amportance of
the principles proclaimed in the Declaration, including the appeal for the
cessation and reversal of the nuclear and conventional arms race and the
elimination of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, the
provisions concerning the peaceful settlement of any dispute and the
inadmissibi l i ty  of  threat  or  use of  force , and the recommendation to create, in
accordance with the Charter, an ef fect ive  system of  universal  col lect ive security
without military alliances. All these principles have stood the test of time and
have been further developed in numerous proposals by the States Members of the
United Nations.

2. The Ukrainian SSR considers that the recent positive developments in the
inter national (-1 imate  have been made possible by joint efforts to cont.inue
improving the system of collective security in accordance with the provisions of
the Chatter and by the consolidation of the new political thinking in int.ernntional
p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s . This concept rests on the primacy of universal human valJes,
the freedom for each country to choose its own path of social development, a
foreign policy built upon the peaceful quest for mutually acceptable solutions
rother than enmity and confrontation, the re ject ion of  ideology in relat ions
between States, the complete exclusion of the use of force, demilitarization and
disarmament.

/ . . *
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3, The security of a State is guaranteed not by arming to the maximum, Lut by
ensuring a minimum requisite military potential as defined by the bound6 of
reasonable sufficiency, each s ide making  use of  al l  possibi l i t ies  of  defending
itsel f  while  foregoing the capabi l i ty  for  attacking others .  The only security  is
one that is universal and the same for all, If humanity is to reach that goal, the
sole admissible path is through peaceful constructive negotiations and reasonable
compromises, i.e.
problems.’

political and not military solutions to present and future
The rejection of the use or threat of force must become the law in

international  relat ions.

4. The reaffirmation of democratic principles in international relation6 ensures
the primacy of universal human values and the precedence of generally recognized
rule6 of international law. In that context, the Ukrainian SSR attaches great
importance to the United Nations Decade of International Law, whose purpose is Lo
help make international law the foundation for international relations in e new..
post-confrontational period of peaceful development.

5. The improvement in Soviet-American relations, confrontation giving way to
mutual understanding and to interaction through co-operation, ha6 greatly reduced
the threat of war. The major Soviet-American initiative to strengthen
international peace, security and co-operation in all its aspects in accordance
with the Charter has received broad support throughout the world, bearing witness
to the start of a new era in multilatera: co-operation among the States Membets  of
the United Nations and to the greatly enhanced role and effectiveness of the
Organization as a centre for co-ordinating the efforts of the world community. The
advance in Soviet-American relations to a new phase of co-operation ha6 had a
stabilizing influence on the entire international environment at a time when
fundamental questions of contemporary civilization are on the agenda, making it
possible to seek joint solutions to problems on the basis of mutual respect, while
observing the balance of interest6 of all States.

6. The European example - the move to construct a common European home - is
having a considerable impact on international security as a whole. A range of
measures concerning all aspects of the Helsinki proces6, and above all negotiations
on reducing conventional weapons and armed forces in Europe, have become the Itlotlern
way to strengthen international security. The Ukrainian SSR attaches grsat
importance to the forthcoming summit meeting, at which, it is to be hoped,
decisions will be taken on establishing new structures and mechanisms, stronger
than existing ones, for European security and co-operation to ensure peaceful
development, stability and the creation of new European dimensions.

7. There is great potential for helping to strengthen international security
through the United Nations, which is  observing its  forty- f i f th anniversary. The
Organization is currently undergoing a process of renewal. It is no exaggeration
to  say that  for  the f irst  t ime s ince i ts  creation, the United Nations has begun to
work under conditions comparable with those that the Organization’s Iounding States
had had in mind, where the trend to dialogue and problem-solving through
negotiations, in other words, plural ist ic  approaches, co-operation and the rule of
law must prevail over armed force and unilateral actions. In particular,  the
Organization’s role and responsibility have been enhanced by the currerlt conditions

/ . . .



A / 4 5 / 5 1 6
Enql ish
roqa 14

of the rapidly evolving international environment and the joint efforts to reach a
common human consensus  on the path to a new world order, A number of proposals
made by Member States, in particular at the forty-fourth session of the General
Assembly, have been aimed st strengthening the new role of the Organization and
promoting its goal of carrying out not only its peace-making functions but also of
lealizing i t s  prbdentive  p o s s i b i l i t i e s . One important set of ideas was put forward
by the Soviet Union concerning the role of the United Nations and related
international organizations in an interdependent world and the intensification of
the Organization’s preventive functions, and a joint initiative was also launched
by the Soviet Union and the United States for consolidating international peace,
security and co-operatic? in all its aspects in accordance with the Charter. It i s
essential  to  step up these  ef forts  to  ach ieve  tangible  results ,  particularly in
disarmament and the settlement of regional conflicts.

A. Economic, so c ia l  and  e co l og i ca l  ( i . e . , non-military) aspects are taking on
increasing  importance in preserving and strengthening international security. In
the opinion of the Ukrainian SSR, that is yet another area in which the United
Nat ions must play the role of a universal centre where methods for resolving the&e
glob;\1  problems are worked out, co-ordinated and disseminated.

9. The Ukrainian SSR stands reedy to make its contribution to drafting and
implementing practical aeasures to enhance the peace-making potential of the United
Nat ions and to achieve comprehensive international security . Ao proclaimed in the
Declarntion on the State Sovereignty of the Ukraine, adopted on 16 July 1990 by the
Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR “the Ukrainian SSR shall conduct itself as D.
tully-fledged  partic ipant in international  l i fe  and actively promotct  the
st.t engthening of wor Id peace and international security”.

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

[Original t Russian]

(7 September 19901

1. The Soviet Union regards the Declaration on the Strengthening of International
Secl1rit.y as an important document the implomentat.ion  of the provisions of which
will prornot-e the building of a stable peace based on the principles of justice,
clwllu~:  t acy , morality and humanism. Adopted 20 years ago, the Declaration has lost
ncne nl i ts  val idity ,  but  is  indeed taking on special  relevance irl t-he l ight  of  tho
dyna~nics of developments in the world, which dictate the need for multi faceted
npp~oi~ches  to solving the problem of maintaining the international peace ilntl
necurity of a l l  S t a t e s .

2. The Soviet Union notes with satisEaction that the ideas of the new polit.ical
thitlking are finding their way into the practice of international reliltiun:;. A:; rl
tesult  o f  purpos ive  j o in t  e f f o r t s , an end has been put to the protrncted  “c-old wnt”
pcrir)rI  and a comprehensive new structure of universal security and co-oper,2tiorr
based 011 the Charter of the United Nations is being created. The community of
rr,ltiorl!;  has been led to shape the contemporary philosophy of Peace by itt;
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recognition of the hopelessness of relying on force and the arms race and its
acknowledgement OC the universality of the principle of freedom of choice. In
inter-State  relat ions today an ever-wider  s trengthening of  trust  is  taking place,
matched in the political field by incraesiag recourse to the method of balancing
interests and the assignment of priority to universal human values, morality and
lega l i ty ,

3. The positive trends in international relations warrant the conclusion that
psrQa.Lroiks  and the Soviet Union’s new foreign policy have given strong impetus to
a r-apprRcheL!ent  between the opposing sides in the “cold war” and have for the first
t ime in the history of civilization opened up an opportunity for States to live
together in conditions of lasting peace, This opportunity to move from
estrangement to conscious and organic co-operation and partnership in the light of
truly national interests must not be let slip,

4. A characteristic feature of the emergence of this peaceful period in
international  relat ions is  the growing role  o f  the United Nat ions  as  a  strategic
centre for agreeing upon actions by all countries in accordance with the realities
of  our  world in al ! .  i ts  diversity .

5. The Soviet Union advocates the further enhancement of the contribution of the
United Nations to creating a universal structure for peace and security in support.
of the peace-making efforts of the Security Council and the Secretary-General.

6 . The process ot disarmament, in the first place nuclear disarmament, is of
decis ive s ignif icance for  the strengthening of  mil i tary and pol it ical  stabi l i ty .
One of the most important achievements of the Soviet-United States summit meeting
at Washington, D.C., was the impressive progress made in the field of nuclear
disarmament, as well as the agreements in principle reached between the USSR and
the United Stateti  of America regarding the reduction of other types of weapons oL
mass de8ttuCtiOn  and conventional weapons; It is important that all States, both
nuclear and non-nuclear, should now be actively  included in this  exercise .  By
virtue 01 the purposes for which it was set up, the United Nation6 is called upon
actively to promote the continuity and globalization of the process of effective
disermament that has begun, and the paral lel  intensi f ication of  bi lateral  and
mul t i l a te ra l  e f f o r t s  i n  th i s  d i rec t ion .

7 . The Soviet Union is convinced that the establishment of new security
structures is indissolubly linked with the building of a common European home,
which will undoubtedly make its impact felt throughout the rest of the world. I n
the context of the radical changes taking place on the European continent, the
significance of the Helsinki process as the most effective and promising means ot
guaranteeing security is substantially enhanced. It was Precisely these
considerations which motivated the Soviet proposal to convene a new all-European
summit meeting. In the view of the USSR, it is particularly important in the new
circumstances that are emerging in Europe to institutionalize the Helsinki proces?
and t etitablish  permanent structures for security and co-operation.

R. The progress recently achieved in eliminating sources of regional tension
brings to the surface broad aspects of the peace-making potential oE the United
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Nations, a potential whose full realisation  is in the interests of the entire
international community. The experience in Namibia and Nicaragua and the prospects
for the active involvement of United Nations mechanisms in the achievement of a
political settlement in Cambodia and Western Sahara clearly indicate that recourse
to the possibilities of the Organioation  is the only way of seeking to balance
interests and resolve the most complex regional problems. From this standpoint,
vital importance attaches to the statement by the USSR and the United States at the
summit meeting that they will not regard regional conflicts as a field of rivalry
between them, and to the common understanding of the need to do everything to
ensure that such conflicts are halted as speedily as possible through political
means, by negotiation.

Y. At the same time, it has to be acknowledged that, in a reversal of the growing
trend t.owards  the demilitarization of world politics, dangerous military
confrontation is continuing in some regions. Iraq’s aggression against Kuwait,
which has led to high tension in the Persian Gulf region, has shown how fragile
international security remains, and how much the world community still has to do in
order to ensure that genuine stability becomes a real fact of life.

10. The Soviet Union ia convinced that the best and wisest course of action in
confl ict  s i tuations is  col lect ive ef forts  and the ful l  use of  United Nations
mechanisms, above all ehe Security Council. It  urges al l  warring sides,  in
whatever region, to turn to one another and realiee that no one can c”: will have
secur-ity at another ‘6 expense. It advocates a speedy end to military action in
Afghanist.an, the involvement of all segments of the Afghan population in a dialogue
among Afghans and the holding of national elections  under United Nations
supervision. Making maximum use of United Nations potential would also contribute
to an early settlement of the situation in Cambodia. The prolonged hiatus in
ef forls to arrive Ft. a Middle EaRt settlement demands that there be immediate
movwwnt in that- region towards peace and stability and normal relations among the
peoples living there.

11. It. is extremely important that the international community give all possible
assist.nnce tn the process of dismantling e. in South Africa by political
means, through dialogue and the creation of a democratic, non-racial society.
Enha~lc:~~d  co-.operation  in all fields between the United Nations and regional
orqiinizat  ions would also help to solve these and many other problems. Regional
orqanizaf.ions  could considerably reinforce and complement United Nations efforts to
create R r~lohal  security structure by forming the regional links of that
ttrucl.liI  e. llnited  Nations research into regional aspects of strengthening the
sytit  crm o f  irit.crnational  p e a c e , security and co-operation would also contribute t.c,
t  hsc CJOR  1 :;, (1s would the drafting of an international declaration on the subject
within t.htx framework nf the United Nations.

12. ‘IIre Soviet IJnion considers it important to lay emphasis on strengthening the
pt t-~;e~ll  i ve! TIlnctions of the United Nations in the military and political sphere and
rlevc>  IopiIl~~  it :; potential in the area oE fazt-finding  and the collection and
a n a l y s i s  01 i n f o r m a t i o n  on  in ternat i ona l  d i sputes  and  con f l i c t s ,  a  task  that  wou ld
Iw ‘Jr-ent.ly  assist.ed if  the Special Committee on the Charter of the IJnited  Nntions
a1111  on t.hr! Strengthening  of the Role of the Organization were to complete the
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preparation of a draft. declaration on the subject. Enhancing the effectiveness Of
the Security Council, the General Assembly and the International Court of Justice
and qivinq all possible assistance to the peace-making efforts of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations are other tasks that have lost none of
their relevance and are indeed taking on new dimensions. United Nations
peace-keeping operations, which are becoming a reliable means of averting and
helping def uce tensions and conflicts, are cal led upon to  play a special  ro le  i n
t h i s  area.

13. The future of a secure world is closely linked with the restructuring of
international economic relations on the basis of the principles of equity and
equality , with the switching of resources from the military sphere to development
needs and with the expansion of multilateral co-operation in such areas as solving
the foreign debt problsm and combating hunger, poverty, disease and natural
disasters .

14. Since environmental protection is a global task, it too requires a
co-ordinated international approach and the working out of effective technological
solutions to save the planet from ecological catastrophe.

15. Non-violence and tolerance of social diversity are integral parts of a stable
and civilized international order.

16. The Soviet Union is in favour of developi,rg  further a bus!ness-like  and
objective dialogue on social and humanitarian issues and human rights questions.
Wr! advocate the affirmation of universal human rights concepts ard the application
of all universally recognized standards in this field, above all the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other international instruments.

11. Guided by the aims and decisions of the Congress of People’s Deputies of the
USSR and the Supreme Soviet of the USSR concerning foreign policy issues, the
Soviet Union intends to work consistently for the identification of multifaceted
approaches to ensuring universal security with the United Nations playing a
c e n t r a l , regulatory role. At the forthcoming forty-fifth sossion of the United
Nations General Assembly, it stands ready to co-operate actively vith all countries
with a view to shaping a consensus on major contemporary problems.


