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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

25 October 1990
Sir.

I have the honour to enclose herewith the report of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for submission to the
General Assembly in accordance with parsgraph 4 of resolution 44741 A of
6 December 1989.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(8igned) Absa Claude DIALLO
Chairman of the Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People

His Excellency
Mr. Javier Peres de Cuéllar
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Committee On the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People wss established by the General Assembly in its resolution 3376 (XXX) of

10 November 1975, in which the Assembly requested the Committee tO consider end
recommend to it a programme designed to enable the Palestinian people to exercise
its inalienable rights as recognised by the Assembly in resolution 3236 (XXIX)’ of
22 November 1974. During the reporting period, the Committee was composed of thr
following 23 Member States: Afghanlstam, Cuba, Cyprus, German Democratic
Republic, 1/ Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Lao People’s Demoaratic
Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Nigeria, Pakistan. Romania, Senegal,
Sierra Leora, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republia and Yugoslavia.

2.  The recommendations made by the Committee in its first report to the
Assembly 2/ were first endorsed by the Assembly in resolution 31720 of

24 November 1976 as a basis for the solution of the question of Palestine. Those
recommendations were reaffirmed by the Committee in its subsequent reports 3/ and
were endorsed by the Assembly with overwhelming support ea each ocassion. The
Assembly also continued to renew 4, as necessary, expand the mandate of the
Committee.

3. Despite the repeated and urgent appeals of the Committee, the Security Council
bhas not yet been able to act on or implement the recommendations of the Committes.
The Committee is of the view that positive consideration and action by the Security
Council on these recommendations would contribute to promoting a peaceful
settlement of the question of Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israeli comflict in
the Middle East.

4. The Committee has also reiterated its appeals to the Security Council to take
action urgently to convene the International Peace Conference on the Middle East,
in accordance with the principles reaffirmed by the General Assembly in its
resolution 44s/42 of 6 December 1969. The Committee remains convinced that the
Conference would provide the most comprehensive, practical aad universally aaosptsd
framework for peace and it has repeated&y stressed the urgent need for an
intensification of efforts by all concerned in order to convene the Conference
without further delay.

5. During the year under review, the Committee was increasingly concerned at the
dangerous stalemate that had developed, notwithstanding the efforts to promote
peace, and at the further deterioration of the situation in the occupied
Palestinian territory. The Committee strongly deplored lIsrael’s continued reliance
on military force to suppress the Palestinian uprising, the intifadah, now in its
third year, and its rejection of the Palestinian peace initiative as proclaimed at
the plenary meeting of the General Assembly at Geneva in December 1988 by the
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organiszation. The
Committee considered that the steps proposed by lIsrael were inadequate since they
did not recognize the national riglts of the Palestinian people amd did not include
interim measures of protection. The Committee also associated itself with the
international protests over the likelihood of increased settlement by new Jewish
immigrants in the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, which would
further violate the rights of Palestinians and jeopardise international efforts to
progress towards peace, The Committee repeatedly condemned the mounting casualties
and suffering inflicted on the Palestinian people, particularly’women and children,



and warned that failure to break through the current impasse would exacerbate the
situation and lead to an intensification of tension end violence with unforeseeable
consequences for peace and security in the region. The Committee reaffirmed that
Israel's continued occupation of the Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem.
and the other 'occupied Arab territories and its denial of the exercise of the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people in Palestine, including those to
self-determination without external interference, to national independence and
sovereignty, and to return to its homes and property, constituted the principal
~bstacle to the achievement of a just peace.

6. The Committee deeply regrets the decision of the Government of the United
States of America to suspend its dialogue with the Palestine Liberation
Orqanisation, the representative of the Palestinian people. Tho Committee felt
that such a dialogue was a positive step that contributed to redressing the
imbalance between the parties and could lead to the removal of obstacles to the
convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East. The Committee
expressed ths firm hope that ways would soon be found of resuming the dialogue and
of expanding its scope to include the consideration of substantive issues in a
constructive way, which could serve the great purpose of achieving peace in the
Middle East. Alarmed at the deepening impasse in the peace efforts and the
increase in dangerous incidents of violen.s rgainst unarmed civilians, the
Committee continued to intensify its efforts to promote 6 meaningful and
constructive dialogue among responsible political leaders and to stimulate action
towards ensuring international protection of the Palestinians living under
occupation and achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the
question of Palestine in accordance with United Nations resolutions.

7. The Committee's efforts acquired an even greater urgency in the lignt of the
growing crisis in the Gulf regi~~ since August 1990 and the serious risks of armed
confrontation, which would have dire repercussions for the Palestinian cause and
for peace and security throughout the Middle Esst region am& beyond. The Committee
is firmly of the view that the Security Council should show the same resoluteness
in dealing with the question of Palestine as it did in the case of the crisis in
the Gulf. It must be recoguized that a prompt and just solution of the gqrestion of
Palestine is of fundamental importance to the achievement of lasting peace and
security in the entire Middle East.



I1. MANDATE OF THE COMMITTEE

8. The Committee’s mandate for the year 1990 is contained in paragraphs 3 to 5 of
General Assembly resolution 44741 A of 6 December 1989, in which the Assembly:

(a) Requested the Committee to continue to keep under review the situation
releting to the question of Palestine as well as the implementation of the
Programme of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian Rights 4/ and to report and
make suggestions to the General Assembly or the Security Council, as sppropriate;

(b) Authorised the Committee to continue to exert 611 efforts to promote the
implementation of its recommendations, including representation at conferencea and
meetings and the sending of delegations, to make such adjustments in its approved
programme of seminars and of symposia and meetings for non-governmental
organisations as it may comsider necessary, and to report thereon to the Assembly
at its forty-fifth session and thereafter;

(¢) Also requested the Committee to continue to extend its co-operation to
non-governmental organisations in their contribution towards heightening
international awareness of the facts relating to the question of Pslestino end in
creating a more favourable atmosphere for the full implementation of the
Committee’s recommendatious, and to take the necessary steps to expand its contacts
with those organisations.

9. In its resolution 44741 B of the same date, the General Assembly requested the
Secretary-General, jinter alia, to provide the Division for Palestinian Rights of
the Secretariat with the nsaessary resources and to ensure that it continued to
discharge the tasks detailed in earlier resolutions, in cnasultstion with the
Committee and under its guidance.

10. In its resolution 44s41 C of the same date, the Gemer-*l1 Assembly requested the
Department of Public Information, in full co-operation and co-ordination with the
Committee, to continue its special information programme on the question of
Palestine, with particular emphasis on public opinion in Europe and North America.
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I11. ORQANIZATION OF WORK

A. Election of officers

11. At its 168th meeting, on 9 January 1990, the Committee re-elected the
following officer68

Chalrman: Mrs. Absa Claude Diallo (Senegal)

vice-Chairmen: Mr. Oscar Oremas-Olive (Cuba)
Mr. Noor Ahmad Noor (Afghanistan)

Rappoxteaur: Mr. Alexander Borg Olivier (Malta)

12. At its 169th meeting, on 2 March 1990, the Committee elected
Mr. Ricardo Alareén de Quesada (Cuba) as Vice-Chairman in place of
Mr. Oscar Oramas-0Oliva (Cuba), who had departed from New York.

13. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted its programme of work for 1990 in
implementation of its mandate.

B. Participation in the work of t h e Committee

14. As in previous years, the Committee reconfirmed that all States Members of the
United Nations and Permanent Observers to the United Nations desiring to
participate in the work of the Committee as observers were welcome to do so.
Accordingly, in a letter dated 7 March 1990, the Chairman of the Committee so
informed the Secretary-Gemeral, who subsequently transmitted the letter, on

21 March 1990, to the States Members of the United Nation6 and members of the
specialised agencies and to intergovernmental organisations. The Committee also
decided to invite Palestine, represented by the Palestine Liberation Organisation,
to participate in the work of the Committee ae an observer, to attend all ItS
meetings and to make observations and proposals for the consideration of the
Committee.

15. During 1990, the Committee again welcomed as observers all the States and
organizations that had participated in its work in the preceding year. 5/

c. Re-establishment of the Working Group

16. At its 168th meeting, the Committee re-established its Working Group to assist
in the preparation and expedition of the work of the Committee oa the understanding
that any Committee member or observer could participate in its proceedings. &/ The
Working Group was constituted as before under the r:hairmanship of

Mr. Alexander Borg Olivier (Malta). Mr. Dinesh Kumar Jain (India) was re-elected
Vice-Chairman of the Working Group.
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1V. ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMITTEE

17. In accordance with its mandate, the Committee continued to keep under review
the situation relating to the question of Palestine and to exert all efforte to
promote the implementation of its recommendation6 as repeatedly endorsed by the
General Assembly.

18. In response to urgent developments affecting the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, the Chairman of the Committee, on a number ‘of occasions,
brought such developments to the attention of the Secretary-General and the
President of the Security Council, urging the adoption of appropriate measures in
accordance with United Nations reeolutions (see paras. 30-32 below).

19. The Committee, with the assistance of the Division for Palestinian Rights,
continued to monitor the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory on an
ongoing basis through the media, the reports of United Nations organs and agencies,
and information collected by Govermments, non-governmental organisations,
individual experts and persons from lIsrael and the occupied Palestinian territory
who participated in meetings held under the auspices of the Committee and other
B8OUrces.

20. The Committee noted that the jintifadah, the uprising of the Palestinian people
for the termination of the Israeli occupation and for the achievement of its
national rights in the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including
Jerusalem, had entered its third year despite continued violent repression and
great economic hardships. Moreover, the intifadah had led to a process of
irreversible psychological and political transformation that had affected not only
the Palestinian people but also the Israeli political system itself. New
autonomous Palestinian civil institutions were being created, which fortified the
determination of the people to become independent. The process of economic
disengagement from lIsrael had been strengthened. International groups snd foreign
Governments had increased their financial commitment to the occupied Palestinian
territory. Israel was being forced to recognise that the intifadah represents a
confrontation with a genuine national movement. This had led to a growing debate
and a political crisis within Israel and increasing criticism of the intransigent
stance towards peace adopted by successive lIsraeli Governments.

21. The Committee noted with deep concern that in its efforts to suppress the
Antifadah, Israel had continued to resort to the use of often excessive and
indiscriminate force, including shooting at demonstrators, intensive use of
tear-gas and severely beating detainees. Fear was expressed that the Israeli
Government was condoning and even encouraging extrajudicial executions of
Palestinians as a means of controlling the intifadah through permissive guidelines
on the use of firearms and the inadequate investigation of abuses.

22. As at 31 August 1990, according to the pDataBase Project on Palestinian Human
Rights, the total number of Palestinians Kkilled since the beginning of the
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dntifadaly through direct responsibility of the Israeli forces, armed settlers,
civilians and collaborators, was 856 identified cases. Of those, 704 had died from
gunfire, 63 from beatings and other actions, and 89 in tear-gas-related incidents.
Another 104 Palestinians had died under suspicious circumstances. In addition, it
was estimated that 99,150 Palestinians had been injured. The Committee noted with
indignation that Israeli forces had indiscriminately used firearms against
Palestinians in the precinct of the Haram al-Sharif, in Jerusalem, on

8 October 1990, which resulted in the death of over 20 Palestiniams and the
wounding of over 125 others, as well as the ensuing intensified repression of
Palestinians throughout the oocupied territory, which caused additional casualties.

23. An alarming and rapid deterioration of the situation of children was neted.
The casualty toll among children was extremely high: 217 children under 16, or
about 25 per cent of the total number cf victims, were Kkilled in the intifadah. All
children were being subjected to a range of punishing collective measures, and
families were reportel to be experiencing grave difficulties in fulfilling primary
functions of child protection and care.

24. The Committee noted that Israeli occapation authorities continued tc resorb %o
a variety of harsh measures and collective punishment in their efforts to suppress
the Jintifadah and considered it a serious violation of the relevant principles and
provisions of international law. Those measures included deportations, large-scale
arrests, detentions, raids on homes and villages, prolonged curfews, confiscation
of property and destruction of trees and crops. It was reported that over

13,000 Palestinians remained in prisons or detention centres at the end of 1909,
and there were numerous allegations of torture and systematic ill-treatment of
political detainees. The DataBase Project reported that, since the beginning of
the lntifadah, and until 31 August 1990, a total of 10,200 Palestinians had been in
administrative detention without charges or trial for varying periods. The West
Bank and Gasza had experienced a total of 7,755 days of curfews, affecting hundreds
of thousands of Palestinians. A total of 1,557 houses and other structures had
been demolished or sealed during the intifadah, about one fifth of them for
“security” reasons. The Committee was particularly concerned at the lawless and
violent actions of Israeli settlers, in violation of the Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, 1/ including attacks on
individuals, raids on Palestinian villages and neighbourhoods, vandalism,
confiscation of property, the desecration of Muslim religious sites and activities
against Christian religious property.

25. The Committee noted with great concern the reports by the Director-General and
the Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) indicating that the entire Palestinian educational system was
in a state of paralysie owing to the prolonged closure of educational institutions
since the beginning of the iptifadah. While noting the formal steps taken for the
gradual reopening of primary and secondary schools as a positive gesture in
response to international concerns, the Committee deplored that the Israeli
occupation authorities persisted in seriously disrupting the normal functioning of
the schools as a form of collective punishment. Interference by soldiers,
including raids, shootings and arrests of students, arbitrary closures, closures
due to curfews imposed on the areas and other actions such as surrounding schools
with barbed-wire fencing continued to be reported. The United Nations Works and
Relief Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) had stated, in this
regard, that the Israeli interventions were preventing the Agency from providing an
appropriate education service to Palestine refugee children and from making the



most effective use of public funds donate& for the purpose. The Committee also
noted with concern that all Palestinian universities and institutions of higher
education had been closed since the beginning of the Antifadah. Some community
collegee’were allowed to reopen in the spring, and Yethlehem University in .he fall
of 1990. The Committee strongly deplored that 25,000 Palestinian students had
thereby been denied their right to education for t ree years, that thousands of
high school graduates had been barred from continuing their education and that
severe restrictions continued to be imposed on the functioning of the system of
higher education,

26. The Committee took note with concern of reports to the effect that the health
situation in the occupied Palestinian territory, particularly in Gasa, remained
deplorable and had continued to deteriorate since the beginning of the intifsdah.
The availability of medical care, water, sewage disposal and other needed services
were subject to restrictive controls by the occupation authorities and the

situation was further aggravated by the repeated and exteasive,K impositinn of
curfews, The vast number of injuries inflicted during the intifadah were reported
to have totally overwhelmed the already inadequate medical facilities. It was also
reported that the wounded were very often denied care for hours while being
detained on police or army premises. Attacks by Israeli troops against clinics had
again been reported. The Committee deplored that the Government of lIsrael had
again refused to co-opcrate with the Special Committee of Experts set up by tho
World Health Assembly to study the heaith conditions of the inhabitants of the
occupied Arab territories. The Committee noted with appreciation that a number of
international organisations, non-governmental organisations and private
institutions had provided humanitarian assistance to Palestinians living in the
occupied Palestinian territory and had implemented projects concerned with
sanitation, training of medical manpower, establishment of rehabilitation and
primary health care centres, medical laboratories and others.

27. The Committee further noted that the Director-General of the International
Labour Organisation (ILO) in his annual report 87 had stated that there had been no
improvement in the conditions of work and life of the workers of the occupied Arab
territories and their families. Continued military occupation and massive
constraints placed on agriculture, industry and cther sectors prevented the
endogenous economic development of the territories. The development of human
resources was in jeopardy as long as schools and universities remained closed. The
continued pursuit of the settlements policy remained a matter of serious concern as
it had given rise to a dual legal and social system that was the source of serious
inequality and tension, hsd created a discriminatory situation in the field of
social benefits and ha0 a detrimental effect on the Palestinian economy. Almost
40 per cent of Palestinians in the territories went to work in lsrael but the
majority of them enjoyed no legal or social protection. Recognition by Ierael of
Palestinian trade union organisations, which had recently been unified, would
ensure respect for the fundamental principles of freedom of association and lead to
the Palestinian workers’ interests being better defended.

28. The Committee noted with satisfaction that the Secretary-General had
repeatedly expressed concern at the situation in the occupied Palaetinian territory
and had eont his personal representative to the area in June 1990. In his initial
raport to the Secretary-General, the personal representative had conveyed the fears
expressed by Palestinians throughout the occupied territory and their profound
feelings of vulnerability resulting from lack of protect-ion as well as the need to
ensure their basic economic and human rights.
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29. Taking into account the continuing intolerable situation in the occupied
Palestinian territory, the Committee wishes to urgently draw once again the most
urgent attention of the General Assembly and the Security Council to the policies
and practices of Israel, the occupying Power, which are in violation of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protecticn of Civilian Persons in Time of war of

12 August 1949. The Committee reiterate6 its most urgent appeal to the Security
Council, to the High Contracting Parties to the fourth Geneva Convention and to all
concerned to take all necessary measures to ensure the safety and international
protection of tha Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territory pending the
withdrawal of Israeli forces and the achievement of a just settlement. The
Committee further wishes to express appreciation to the Secretary-General for his
personal efforts ia this regard. Above and beyond protective and emergency relief
measurea, the international community must take all possible measures to halt the
xapia doteriaration in the living conditions of the Palestinian people and to
develop socio-economic structures that will lead to the genuine development of the
occupied Palestinian territory in preparation for independent nationhood. The
Committee noted that the United Nations Development Programme {UNDP) had undertaken
the implementation of a number of development projects in the occupied Palestinian
territory.

2. Reactions to developmentsa affecting the inalienable rights
of the Palestinian people

30. The Chairman of the Committee on a number of occasions drew the attention of
the Secretary-General and of the President of the Security Council to urgent
developments in the occupied Palestinian territory. The Chairman reported on
actions by the Israeli armed forces and settlers that had resulted in loss of life
and injuries among Palestinians and to other measures taken by the Israeli
authorities to suppress the iatifadskx. She pointed out that those policies and
practices were in contravention of the fourth Geneva Convention, international
human rights instruments and United Nations resolutions, and posed further
obstacles to international efforts to promote a comprehensive, just and lasting
soiution to the Palestine question. The Chairman reiterated the Committee’s
appeals to the Secratary-Gemeral and to the President of the Security Council to
take all possible measures for ensuring the safety and protectiom of the
Palestinian civilians under occupation and to intensify all efforts towards the
achievement of a peaceful settlement.

31. The following letters by the Chairman were circulated as official documents of
the General Assembly, under the agenda item entitled "Quescion of Palestine”, and
of the Security Councils (a) letter dated 6 December 1989 (A/44/851-S/21009);

(b) letter dated 15 January 1990 (A/44/914-58/21089); (c) letter dated

15 February 1990 (A/44/920-5/21151); (d) letter dated 1 May 1990
(A/44/943-8/21281); (o) letter dated 21 May 1990 (A/44/947-5/21303); (£) letter
dated 15 June 1990 (A/44/955-8/21362); and (g) letter dated 19 September 1990
(A/45/528-S/21802).

32. The Chairman also drew attention to documents adopted by the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USA) and the Canadian Council of Churches, in a
letter dated 16 January 1990 (A/45/86), and to the chapter relating to the occupied



Palestinian territory in the country reports on human rights practices for 1969
published by the Department of State of the United States of America, in a letter
dated 20 March 1990 (A/45/175-6/21199).

(b) Agtion taken within the Security Council

33. The Committee followed closely the activities of the Security Couneil on
matters relating to the Committee’s mandate and participated ia Council debates as
necessary.

34. In a letter dated 12 February 1990 (8/21139), the Permanent Pspresentativs of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the United Nations requested a meeting
of the Security Council "te consider unlawful Israeli moves to settle the occupied
territories”. In the letter the Permanent Representative reguested the Counail to
call upon the Israeli Government "mot to permit any action which might alter the
demographic structure of the occupied territeri~g", The Security Council
considered the item at five meetings, held between 15 and 29 March 1990.

35. The Chairman of the Committee intervened in the debate at the 2911th meeting,
on 15 March 1990, (8/PV.2911) and stated that the Committee was deeply conceraed at
recent developments in lIsrael’s settlements policy in the occupied Palestinian
territory. Recent statements by Israeli leaders showed oaee again Israel’8
obstinacy in denying the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian people and
refusing to admit the applicability of the fourth Gemeva Convention to the
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, despite the relevant Security Council
and General Assembly resolutions. The settlements policy in the occupied

territory, carried out by Israel since 1967, had been unanimously rejected and
condemned by the international community. Referring to the work of the Commission
established by the Security Council in resolution 446 (1979), she said that,
unfortunately, the Ceunsil was not able to take up the Commission's third report,
and hence its recommendations could not be implemented. The Committee had
repeatedly expressed concern at the Israeli policy of creeping annexation, which
was accompanied by acts of violence by the settlers and repressive measures against
Palestinians. The Committee shared the concern expressed by various Governments
and intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations at the new wave of
immigration of Jews from the Soviet Union and elsewhere, and it urged all the
parties concerned to ensure that the immigramts would not be used to perpetuate the
occupation of Palestinian territory, to hinder the peace process and to deny the
Palestinian people the exercise of its inalienable national rights.

36. on 12 April 1990, a draft resolution was circulated that was sponsored by
Colombia, céte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia, Malaysia and Zaire
(S/21247). By that draft resolution, the Council wouid have reaffirmed the
applicability of the fourth Geneva Convention to the Palestinian and other Acab
verritories occupied since 1967, including Jerusalunr would have considered that
Israel’s policies and practices of settling parts of its population aad new
immigrants in the occupied territories are violations of the fourth Geneva
Convention and of the rights of the Palestinian people and the population of the
other Arab territories; would have considered that. the settlement of Jewish
immigrants and the Israeli settlement policy in the occupied territories constitute
an obstacle to achieving peace in the Middle East; would have called upon Israel,
the occupying power, to abide by its international legal obligations in this
regardr would have called upon all States not to provide Israel with any assistance
to be used in connection with such settlements; and would have requested the
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Secretary-General to report to the Security Council on the implementation of the
resolution not later than 31 May 1990. . The draft resolution was not acted upon by
the Council.

37. In a letter dated 21 May 1990 (S/21300), the Permanent Representative of
Bahrain, in his capacity as Chairman of the Arab Group for the month of May 1990,
requested the convening of an immediate meeting of the Security Council “to
consider the crime of collective murder committed by Israel against the Palestinian
people”. The Security Council considered the matter at two meetings, held on

25 and 31 May 1990.

36. The first meeting of the Council on this matter took place at the United
Nations Office at Geneva on 25 May 1990. At that meeting, the Council heard a
statement by the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organigzation (8/PV.2923).

39. The Chairman of the Committee intervened in the debate at the -ame meeting and
stated that the occupying Power continued its climate of terror and violence, in
complete defiance of international public opinion, numerous United Nations
resolutions and the provisions of the 1949 Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. She hoped the Council’s
deliberations would lead to energetic and immediate measures that would assure
protection to the civilian population in the occupied Palestinian territory and
permit that people to recover its national inalienable rights, includinr its right
to self -determination and independence. Israel was refusing to participate in
United Nations efforts to convene an international peace conference on the Middle
East, where a serious threat to peace existed. At a time when the Palestinian
people was open to the process of fruitful dialogue, Israel had resorted to
violence and confrontation. The Council must. face up to the challenge and ensure
that Israel protected the civilians in the occupied territories. The Committee
called upon the Security Council to meet its obligations and to sbnd a mission to
the area. The credibility of the Organisation was at stake. Israel must be made
to understand that its violence and arbitrary measures would not detract from the
establishment of a Palestinian State.

40. At its 2926th meeting, on 31 May 1990, the Council had before it a draft
resolution (S/21326) submitted by Colombia, Céte 4'Ivoire, Cuba, Ethiopia,
Malaysia, Yemen and Zaire, By that draft resolution, the Council would have
established a Commission consisting of three of its members to be dispatched
immediately to examine the situation relating to the policies and practices of
Israel, the occupying Power, in the Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem,
occupied by Israel since 1967; would have requested the Commission to submit its
report to the Council by 20 June 1990, containing recommendations on ways and means
for ensuring the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilians under Israeli
occupation, and would have decided to keep the situation in the occupied
territories under constant and close scrutiny and to reconvene to review the
situation in the light of the Commission’s findings.

41. The draft resolution was voted upon at the same meeting. The result of the
vote was 14 to 1, with no abstentions. The draft resolution was not adopted, owing
to the negative vote of the United States of America, a permanent member of the
Council.
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42. Om 19 June 1990, following consultations, the President of the Security
Council issued a statement on behalf of the members of the Council (5/21383). They
strongly deplored the incident, which had occurred on 12 June 1990 in a clinic
belonging to UNRWA and located near to Shati camp in Gasa, in which several

innocent Palestinian women and children had been wounded by a tear-gas grenade
thrown by an Israeli soldier. The members of the Security Coumecil expressed their
dismay at finding that the penalty imposed on that offioer had been commuted. They
reaffirmed that the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, was applicable to the Palestinian and
other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem, and
requested the High Contracting Parties to ensure respect for the Convention. They
also called upon Israel to abide by its obligations under that Convention.

43. Ia a letter dated 26 September 1990 (8/21830), the Permanent Representative of
Yemen requested an urgent meeting of the Security Council to consider the current
situation in the occupied Palestinian territory.

44. The Chairman of the Committee intervened in the debate at the 2945th mesting
of 5 October 1990 (8/pPv.2945) and expressed the Committee’8 deep comcera at the
increasing armed repression by the Israeli occupying forcer. She provided the
Council with detailed information on casualties, detentions and other human rights
violatione since the beginning of the latifadah. She alro stated that the Council
had so far not adopted measures to ensure the protection of Palestinians; it had
not acted on the constructive report of the Secretary-Qeneral of January 1988 and
had not adopted several draft resolutions proposed by the non-aligned group. She
called on the Council to take adequate and firm steps to ensure Isreel's complience
with its obligations under the fourth Gemeva Convention and to set up urgently an
appropriate system capable of ensuring the effective proteotion of the Palestinian
population in the occupied territory. She further urged the Council to consider
the question of Palestine with the same sense of urgency and determination that it
had shown in the case of the Gulf crisis in order to achieve a just and lasting
solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

45. At its 2948th meeting, on 12 October 1990, the Council adopted unanimously
resolution 672 (1990), in which it expressed alarm at the violence that had taken
place on 8 October at the Haram al-Sharif and other Holy Places of Jerusalem
resulting in over 20 Palestinian deaths and the injury of more than 150 people,
including Palestinian civilians and innocent worshippers; condemned especially the
acts of violence committed by the Israeli security forces resulting in injuries and
lose of human life; called upon Israel, the oocupying Power, to abide carupulouely
by its legal obligations and responsibilities under the fourth Geaeva Convention,
which is applicable to all the territories occupied by Israel since 1967 and
requested, in connection with the decision of the Secretary-General to eend a
mission to the regiom, which the Council welcomed, that he submit a report to it
before the end of October 1990 containing his findings and comelusions and that he
use as appropriate all of the resources of the United Natioms in the region in
carrying out the mission.

46. Subsequently, on 24 October 1990, the Council adopted unanimously resolution
673 (1990), in which it deplored the refusal of the Israeli Govermment to receive
the mission of the Secretary-Qeneral to the region; urged the Israeli Govermment to
reconsider its decision and insisted that it comply fully with rerolution

672 (1990) and permit the mission of the Secretary-general to proceed in Kkeeping
with its purpose; requested the Secretary-general to submit to the Council the
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report requested in resolution 672 (1990); and affirmed its determination to give
full and expeditious aonaideration to the report.

47. Ia its resolution 44/42, the General Assembly reaffirmed the urgent need to
achieve a just and comprehensive settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, the core
of which is the question of Palestine. It called once again for the convening of
the International Peace Conference on the Middle East, under the auspices of the
United Nations, with the participation of all parties to the conflict, including
the Palestine Liberation Organisation, on an equal footing, and the five permanent.
members of the Seaurity Council, based on Security Council resolutiona 242 (1967)
and 338 (1973) and the legitimate national rights of the Paleatinian people,
primarily the rignt to’aelf-determination. It reaffirmed the following principles
f’or the achievement of comprehensive peace: the withdrawal of Israel from the
Yaleatinian territory occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and from the other
occupied Arab territoriear guaranteeing arrangements for security of all States in
the region, including those named in Assembly resolution 181 (II) of

29 November 1947, within secure end internationally recognised boundariea;
resolving the problem of Palestine refugees in conformity with Assembly resolution
194 (111) of 11 December 1948, and subsequent relevant resolutioms; diamantling the
Israeli aettlementa in the territories occupied since 1967; and guaranteeing
freedom of access to Holy Places, religious buildings and sites. The Assembly also
noted the expressed desire and endeavours to place the Palestinian territory
occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, under the auperviaion of the United
Nations for a limited period, as part of the peace processs once again invited the
Security Council to consider measures needed to convene the International Peace
Conference on the Middle Fast, including the eatabliahment of a preparatory
committee, and to consider guarantees for security measures agreed upon by the
Conference for all States in the region; and requested the Secretary-General to
continue his efforts with the parties concermed, and in consultation with the
Security Council, to facilitate the convening of the Conference, and to submit
progress reports on developments in this matter.

48. The Committee noted with aatiefaction that the resolution had received an
unprecedented vote of 151 votes in favour, with only 3 against and 1 abstention,
and therefore expressed the overwhelming consensus of the international

community. In adopting its programme of work, the Committee once again decided to
continue to give the utmost priority in all its activities during 1990 to promoting
the early convening of the Conference. The Committee also decided to stress the
urgent need for ensuring the safety and protection of Paleatiniana under Israeli
occupation, in accordance with the proviaiona of the fourth Gemeva Convention.

49. The Committee was greatly encouraged by the overwhelming international support
for its objectives and by the intensification of efforts among the international
community in favour of a just and lasting settlement of the question of Palestine,
as reflected in particular by the recommendations adopted by the regional seminars
and by symposia and meetings of non-governmental organiaationa on the question of
Palestine organised under the Committee's auspices (see pares. 52-79 below).
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4 . Attepdance at interpational conferences and meetings

50. In accordance with its mandate, the Committee was represented at the following
international conferences and meetings during the period since its previous report
to the Gemeral Assembly:

(a) Regional Seminar for the Caribbean area, held in observance of the
thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, held at Bridgetown from 19 to 21 June 19901

(b) Fifty-second ordinary aeaaion of the Council of Ministers, held at
Addia Ababa from 3 to 7 July 1990, and twenty-sixth Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organisation of African Unity, held at Addle Ababa from 9 to
11 July 1990 (see A/45/482);

(c) Nineteenth Islamic Conference of Foreign Miniatera, held at Cairo from
31 July to 4 August 1990 (Ssee A/745/421-8/21797) J

(d) Third Conference of Ministers of Information of the Non-Aligned Movement,
held at Havana from 24 to 29 September 1990.

5 . Action taken by United Natiopns hodies., the Movement
of Non-Aligned Countries and intergoveromental
organizations

51. The Committee continued to follow with great interest the activities relating
to the question of Palestine of United Nations bodiea, the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries and intergovermmental organisations. The Committee noted especially the
growing concern at all levels of the international community about the
deterioration of the situation in the occupied Palestinian tekritory and in the )
region as a whole and the increasing sense of urgency with which the international
community addreaaed the need to ensure the safety and protection of the Palestinian
people under occupation and to advance towards a comprehensive, just and lasting
settlement of the question of Palestine. The Committee welcomed the growing
sentiment and momentum in favour of the convening of the International Peace
Conference on the Middle East in accordance with General Assembly resolution

44/42. The Committee took particular note of the following documents:

(a) Communiqué of the Co-ordination Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign
Affairs of the Organisation of the Islamie Conference, held at United Nations
Headquarters on 4 Octobur 1989 (A/44/700-5/20934);

(b) Conclusions adopted by the Heads of State or Govermmeant of the Twelve
States members of the European Community at the meeting of the European Council
held at Straabourg, France, on 8 and 9 December 1989 (A/45/74-5/21068);

(c) Final communiqué adopted by the tenth Summit of the Supreme Council of
the gulf Co-operation Council, held at Muscat from 18 to 21 December 1989
(A/45/73-8/21065);

(d) Resolutions adopted by the Commission on Human Rights at its forty-sixth

aeaaion, held at Geneva from 29 January to 9 March 1990 (resolutions 199011,
1990/2 A and B and 1990/6);
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(e) Joint declaration of the Eighth ASEAN-EC Ministerial Meeting held at
Kuching, Malayaia, on 16 and 17 Februaty 1990 (A/45/138-§/21161);

(£) Final communiqué of the Ministerial Meeting of the Committee of Nine on
Palestine of the Movememt of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Tunis on 11 March 1990
(A/45/166-5/21192);

{g) Resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social Council during its first
regular aeaaion of 1990 held in New York from 1 to 25 May 3.990 (resolution 1990/11)
and during its second regular aeaaion of 1990 held at Gemeva from 4 to 27 July 1990
(resolutions 1990/53 and 1990/59);

(h) Statement by the Twelve States members of the European Community on
Palestinian deaths in Israel and the occupied territoriea since 20 May 1990
(A745/288-8/21332);

(1) Concluaiona’adopted by the Heads of State or Qovernment of the Twelve
States members of the European Community at the European Council, held at Dublin on
25 and 26 June 1990 (A/45/336-5/21385);

(3) Final communiqué adopted at the Third Ministerial Conference of the
Mediterranean Non-Aligned Countries, held at Aijiers on 25 and 26 June 1990
(A/45/357)1

(k) Resolutions of the fifty-second ordinary session of the Council of
Ministers of the Organisation of African Unity, held at Addle Ababa from 3 to
7 Julv 1990, (CM/RES.1276 and 1277 (LII)) and declaration of the Assembly of Heads
of State and Qovernment of the Orgamization of African Unity, held at Addle Ababa
from 9 to 11 July 1990 (see A/45/482)1

(1) Joint communiqué of the Twenty-third ASEAN Ministerial Meeting, held at
Jakarta on 24 and 25 July 1990 (A/45/389-5/2i455)3

(m) Final communigué and resolutions adopted by the nineteenth Islamic
Conference of Foreign ¥in3 sters, held at Cairo from 30 July to 5 August 1990
(A/45/421-6/21797) 3

(n) Final communigué and recommendations adopted by the Al-Quds Committee of
the Organization of the Islamic Conference at its thirteenth aeaaion, held at Rabat
on 15 October 1990 (8/ :1890).

B. Action taken by the Committee in accordance with Geperal
Assembly xegolutions =~ and B

1. Regional seminars
52. During the period under review, the Division for Palestinian Right continued
to organise regional seminars in consultation with the Committee and under its
guidance, in accordance with its mandate under General Assembly resolut..n 34/65 D
and subsequent reaolutione.

53. The Committee was pleased by tho participation in the seminars of prominent
political peraonalitiea, parliamentariana, policy-makers and other experts,
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including laraelia and Paleatiniana. The Committee expressed satisfactiom that the
seminars had made a positive contribution to peace efforts by providing a forum for
a balanced and constructive discussion of the issues. It noted that the seminar
participants had adopted conclusions and recommendations expressing cupport for the
Committee’s objectives for a peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine,
particularly through the “two peoples, two States” formula and trse convening of the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East. It further noted the request
that the Committee continue to emsure that regional aeminara provide an opportunity
for diverse points of view to be expressed so that a meaningful dialogue could be
held among people of goodwill on all aides.

(a) Asian Regional Seminar

54. The Asian Regional Seminar was held at Ruala Lumpur from 18 {O

22 December 1989, The Committee greatly appreciated the declsion of the Government
of Malaysia to provide a venue for this Seminar, which was held jointly with the
Asian NGO Symposium.

55. The Seminar considered the topics of three panels: panel I: (a) "The urgency
of couvening the International Peace Conference on the Middle East"; (b) “The
intifadah in the occupied Palestinian territory and its impact on the achievement
of a comprehensive settlement of the Middle East conflict"j panel XXt “The role of
the Palestine Liberation Organixation in the social, cultural, eaonom a and
political development of the Palestinian people*; and panel 1II: “The mobilisation
of public opinion in the Asian region for the realisation of the inalienable rights
of the Palestinian people”. Further details on the Seminar and the text of the
conclusions and recommendations adopted by participants are contained in annex 1IX.

(b) uatin American and Caribbean Regional Seminag

56. The Latin American and Caribbean Regional Seminar, which had been postponed
from 1989 for reasons beyond the Committes's control, was held at Buenos Aires from
5 to 9 February 1990. The Committee was particularly grateful to the Goverument of
Argentina for providing a venue for this Seminar, which was held jointly with the
Latin American and Caribbean NGO Symposium.

57. The Seminar considered the topics of three panels: panel Is (a) "The urgenoy
of convening the International Peace Conference on the Middle East"; (b) "The
dntifadalh in the occupied Palestinlan territory and its impact on the achievement
of a comprehensive settlement of the Middle East conflict®; panel It "The role of
the Palestine Liberation Organixation in the social, cultural, economic and
political development of the Palestinian people"; and panel I1l: "The mobilisation
of public opinion in the Latin American and Caribbean region for the reallisastiom of
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people". Further details on the Seminar
and the text of concluaiona and recommendations adopted by participants are
contained in annex 1V.

(¢) African Regional Seminar
58. The African Regional Seminar was held at Freetown from 2 to 6 April 1990. The
Committee greatly appreciated the offer of the Government of Sierra Leone to

provide a venue for this Seminar, which was held jointly with the African NGO
Symposium.
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59. The Seminar considered the topics of three penels: panel I:+ (a) “The urgency
of convening the International Peace Conference on the Middle East”; (b) "The
intifadah in the occupied Palestinian territory and its impact on the achievement
of a comprehensive settlement of the Middle East conflict”, panel 111 “The role of
the Palestine Liberation Organiaation in the social, cultural, economic and
political development of the Palestinian people"; and panel IIl: "The mobilization
of public opinion in the African region for the realiszation of the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people”. Some details on the Seminar and the text of
concluaiona and recommendations adopted by participants are contained in annex VI.

(d) Euxopean Regional Seminar

60. The European Regional Seminar waa held at Stockholm from 7 tO 11 May 1990.
The Committee was deeply grateful to the Government of Sweden for providing
financial assistance and a venue for this important Seminar.

61. The Seminar considered the topics of three panelar panel |1 "“The intifadah:
its impact on and sigaificance for advancing towards a just solution baaed on the
principle of two peoples, two States"; panel 1l: "Breaking the impasse - the
urgent need for a just and lasting settlement of the question of Palestine; the

International Peace Conference and the role of Europe” and panel Ill: "The role of
the Palestine Liberation Organization in the political, economic, social and
cultural development of the Palestinian people”. Soms details on the Seminar and

the text of conclusions and recommendations adopted ky participants are contained
in annex VIII.

(e) North American Regional Seminar

62. The North American Regional Seminar was held at United Nations Headquarters in
New York on 25 and 26 June 1990. The Seminar considered the topics of two panels:
panel Il "The role of the Palestine Liberation Organisation in the economic,
cultural and social development of the Palestinian people, and its political
programme to achieve statehood for the Palestinian people”) and panel 1l: “The
intifadah, the urgency of convening the International Peace Conference on the
Middle East”. Some details on the Seminar and the text of conclusions and
recoaunendationa adopted by participants are contained in annex IX.

2 . Co-operation with nou-governmental organisations

63. The Committee, in accordance with its mandate under Assembly resolution
44/41 A, continued to extend its co-operation to non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) active on the question of Palestine and to expand its contacts with them.
The Division for Palestinian Rights, in consultation with the Committae and under
its guidance, organiaed regional and international activicies for NGOs during 1990
in implementation of the Committee's objectives.

64. The committee was greatly encouraged by the intensification of activities and
programmes Oof the non-governmental organizations, including the sending of
fact-finding misaiona to the area, the promotion of joint activities between
Israelis and Paleatiniana, the provision of agsistance and various other activities
aimed at heightening public awareness and promoting a peaceful settlement. The
committee noted with satisfaction the continuing and growing involvement of Israeli
organisations and Jewish organisations in North America and Western Europe in these

~16-



efforts. It also noted that the regional symposia and the international meetings
had adopted declarations expressing the full eupport of the non-governmental
organisations for the objectives and activities of the United Nations towards a
peaceful eettlement of the question and reaffirming the commitment of tkas
non-governmental orgamisatioms to intensify further their efforts in thie direction.

(a) Aslian Regional NGQ Symposium

65. The Asian Regional NGO Symposium was held at Ruala Lumpur from 18 to

21 December 1959 together with the Asian Regional Seminar. The NGO Symposium
considered the topics of three panels jointly with the Seminar. Two workshops were
established for non-governmental organiratior s in order to consider the
mobilisation of suah organisations ia Asia and their role in providing assistance
to the Palestinian people, Some details on the Symposium and the text of the final
declaration are contained in annex IIlI.

(b) Latin American and Caribhean Regional NGO Symposium

66. The Latin American and Caribbean Regional NGO Symposium, poetponed from 1989,
was held at Buenos Aires from 5 to 5 February 1990, together with the Latin
American and Caribbean Regional Seminar. The NGO Symposium considered the topics
of three panels jointly with the Seminar. Two workshops were established for
representatives of non-governmental organisations to comsider the mobilisation of
such orgaunizations for the protection of and assistance to the Palestinian people
under occupation and the role of organisations in the mobilisation of public
opinion. Some details on the Symposium and the text of the final declaration aro
contained in annex V.

(c) African Regional NGO Symposium

67. The African Regional R@o Symposium was held at Freetown Prom 2 to

5 April 1990, together with the African Regional Seminar. “he NGO Symposium
considered the topics of three panels jointly with the Seminar. 1A addition, two
workshops were established for representatives of non-governmental organisations to
consider the mobilisation of their organisatons for the protection of and
aseietance to the Palestinian people under osaupation anv the role of these
organisations in the mobilisation of public opinion. Some details on the Symposiwn
and the text of the final declaration are contained in annex VII.

(d4) North American Regional NGO Sympogium

68. The North American Regional NGO Symposium was held at United Nations
Headquarters from 27 to 29 June 1990, immediately following the North American
Regional Seminar, in accordance with the practice followed in previous years. The
programme for the Symposium was elaborated in consultations between the Committee
and the North American Co-ordiaating Committee for NGOs on the Question of
Palestine within the framework of a preparatory meeting held in New York on 22 and
23 January 1990.

69. The programme for the Symposium provided for two main panelst panel Ii
“Breaking the impasse: Moving towards loraeli-Palectinian peace and convening the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East"; and panel 1I: "Intifadah
update”. The programme also included 12 action-oriented workshops aimed at
identifying future tasks for organising non-governmental organisation
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constituencies in the North American region. Some details on the Symposium and the
text of the final declaration are included in anner X.

(e) European Regional NGO Symposium

70. The European Regional NGO Symposium was held at Qeneva on 27 and
28 August 1990, and was followed by the International NGO Meeting, which took place
from 29 to 31 August 1990.

71. The programmes for the Symposium and the International Meeting were elaborated
by the members of the European Co-ordinating Committee for NGOs on the Question of
Palestine and the International Co-ordinating Committee for RG0s on the Oueetion of
Palestine in consultation with the Committee within the framework of a preparatory
meeting held at Gemeva on 26 and 27 March 1990.

72. The Symposium considered the topics of three panels: panel I: “Urgent
priorities to stop settlements in thre occupied territory and protect the
Palestinian people. What can Europe and European non-governmental organisations
do?"; panel IIs "1990: Time for peace - evaluation and fellow-up"; and

panel I1l1l: “Two peoples-two States. Europo’e contribution to achieving peace”.
The programme for the Symposium also included four action-oriented workshops.

() International

73. The International W30 Meeviag had as a main theme “Palestine and Israel:
Prerequisites for peace”. The following panels were established: panel I:
"Breaking the impasse in the peace process through the convening of the
International Peace Conference on the Middle Easts The influence of Palestinian,
Israeli and international NGO co-operation”) panel 111 “Intifadah update;
panel Il1l: "The changing role of non-governmental organisations"; and panel IV:
“Movement of populations: The law and the polities". Six action-oriented
workshops also mot within the framework of the Meeting.

74. Some details on the European Symposium and the International NGO Meeting and
the texts of the final declarations are contained in annexes Xl and ®II,
respectively.

3. BStandaxd of travel

75. At its 171et meeting, held on 25 October 1990, the Committee considered the
qguestion of travel entitlements and related arrangements for members of the
Committee attending regional seminars and non-governmental organisation symposia
and meetings held away from Headquarters. The Committee heard clarifications given
on behalf of the Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Finance in that regard.
The Committee also considered the matter at its 173rd meeting, held on

28 November 1990. The Committee stressed that members of the Committee serving on
delegations to such meetings are to be accorded the statue of officials on special
assignment for the Committee to promote the aims and objectives of the mandate
entrusted to it by the Qeneral Assembly.
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4. Ioformation activities

76. The Committee noted with appreciation that the Division for Palestinian
Rights, in accordance with its mandate, coatinued to prepare the following
publications, under the guidance of the Committee8

(a) Monthly bulletins covering action by the Committee, other United Nations
organs, and intergovernmental and non-govermmental organisations concerned with the
qguestion of Palestine;

(b) Reports of regional seminars, regional symposia and international
meetings of non-governmental organigzations;

(e) Monthly and bi-monthly reports on developments relating to the question
of Palestine, monitored from the Arabic, English and Hebrew press for the use of
tre Committee.

77. The Committee noted that the Division had published two studies, namely,
Palestinian Children in the Qccupied Palestinian Territory and The Origina and
Evolvtion of the Palestine Problem: 1917-188A..%'~0 updated issues (February and
June 1990) of the information note on the work of the Committee and of the Division
were also prepared. Another information note, eatitled "The United Nations and
non-governmental organisation aativitiee on the question of Palestine”, was updated
in October 1999 and February 1990. Both information notes were issued in the six
official United Nations languages, a5 well as in German and Japanese. The
following publlcatlons were also hsued by the D|V|5|on durlng the period under
review: Res - glon : ; b
m.mm_m_mmmmnmw (A/AC 183/1- 2/Add 10) and fSpecial
bulletin on the commemoration of the International Day of Solidarity wiih the
BPalestinian People.

78. The following studies are currently being prepared by the Division: Ika
guestion of Palestine: 1979-1989 and Acguisition of land in Palestine and Iarael’s
policy on the West Bank and Gaza Strip water regourceg. A compilation of seminar
papers on legal aspects of the question of Palestine is nearing its completion.

5. Interaational Ray of Solidarity with the Palestinian People

79. The International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People was observed
on 29 November 1999 at United Nations Headquarter5 in New York and at the United
Nations Offices at Geneva and Vienna. The Committee noted with appreciation that
the International Day had also been commemorated in many other cities throughout
the world in 1989.
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V. ACTIM TAKIN BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION IN
ACCORDANCE WITH GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 44/41C

80. The Committee noted with appreciation that, during the past year, the
Department of Public Information of the Becretariat continued its information
programme on the question of Palestine with a view to furthering the world-wide
dissemination Of accurate, objective and comprehensive informatiom on the
guestion. The Department's continuing mandate on the area derived from Gensral
Assembly resolution 44/41 €, in which the Assembly requested it to continue its
special information programme on the question of Palestine during the biennium
1990-1991.

81. 1Ia response to the Assembly's request, the Department has disseminated press
releases, publication5 and audio-visual material and has also organised
fact-finding news missions and regional and national encounters for journalists.

92. Full coverage by press releaoee was provided of the forty-fourth session of
the Qeneral Assembly, the meeting5 of the Seaurity Council, including its meetings
at Geneva, the Commission on Human Rights, the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palretinian People and Other
Arabs of the Occupied Territories, the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Right5 of the Palestinian People and other intergovernmental bodies as they dealt
with the question of Palestine.

83. The Department’s coverage of the question of Palestine during the past year
focused increasingly on news items and information concerning the situation in the
occupied territories and efforts to convene an international peace conference on
the Middle Eaat uwnder United Nations auspices.

84. 1A publication activities, the Department actively aisseminated information
through articles, press releases, brochures and booklets. The UN Chroanicle
reported extensively on the consideratiom given to the question of Palestine and
other related item5 by the Assembly at its forty-fourth eeeeion and by the Security
Council, particularly since the beginning of the uprising in the occupied
territories. The commemoration of the International Day of Solidarity with the
Paleetinian People by the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Right6 of
the Paleetinian People at Headquarters with other United Nations offices was fully
covered. The Department also covered emd disseminated information on the eeminare
and symposia held in different world capitals by the Committee on the Exercise Of
the Inalienable Right5 of the Palestinian People.

85. The Department continued to distribute its publicationg on the question of
Palestine, such as a revised version of the booklet entitled “The United Natioas
and the Question of Palestine” in Arabic, English, French, Qerman and Spanish; the
booklet entitled “For the Rights of Palestinians: Work of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People"; the booklet entitled
"Human Rights for the Palestinians: The Work of the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Populetion of the
Occupied Territories"; the brochure entitled “The International Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinian People” in English, which is currently being translated into
French and Spanish. All publications have been given wide circulation through all
available channels.
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86. All aspects of the question of Palestine, including the Security Council
meetings held at Geneva, Palestinian refugees, Palestinian rights, the intifadah,
the situation of the oaaupied territoriee, the work of UNRWA, the meetings of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Right5 of the Palestinian People and
the prospects for an international peace conference on the Middle East, were
covered extensively in both official and non-official language5 in news, current
affairs magasines, and other radio programmes of the Department of Publia
Information.

87. In addition to short item5 in news and current affairs radio programmes, the
Department of Public Information produced 12 special feature radio programmes,
including one on “The question of Palestine: The continuing search for a peace
settlement"”, which was adapted into Chinese, Hindi, Turkish and Urdu amnd

distributed to some 350 radio etatione world wider two editions on "Palestine:
search for a just and durable solution" and "Question of Palestine: immigration of
Soviet Jews to Israel" in French; and "The coatribution of international seminars
and symposia pocus on Palestine" in Riswahili. The "UNCTAD assistance to the
Palestinian people” and “The question of Palestine" were featured in two editions
of the weekly programme in Arabic, Afakon Alamiya. The Caribbean Unit produced two
editions on “The question of Palestine and the Caribbean media (1) the root of the
problem and (2) the Caribbean journalist perspectives” in two parts, which were
distributed to all countries snd territoriee in the Caribbean region. "“The Work of
UWRWA” was featured in the weekly English magasine Scapa. All regional seminars
and non-governmental organisation symposia on the question of Palestine sponsored
by the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Right5 of the Palestinian
People were covered extensively in weekly regional magazines.

88. A 15-minute educational video for high-school-age students, with an
accompanying study pamphlet for teacher5 on the question of Palestine, was produced
in three languages for distribution world wide.

89. Full televieion coverage was provided of General Assembly and Security Council
meetings em the question of Palestine. Television coverage was alro provided of
meetings of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People and its sponsored seminars as well as other official events.
The commemoration of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People and the opening ceremony of the photo exhibit on the inalienable right5 of
the Palestinian people were also fully covered. A large number of video news
package5 on the various aspects of the question of Palestine were disseminated
world wide through international syndicators. Members of delegations were also
provided with video cassette dubs and excerpt5 on the question of Paleetine and
other related items. Cassette copies and line feeds were made available to major
television Aetworke.

90. As in previous years, the Department ONCE€ again organised activities to
acquaint the media with the facts and developments pertaining to the question of
Paleetine. A team of 14 high-level journalists participated in the news mission to
the Middle East organised by the Department, Between 13 and 31 Yay 1990. they
visited Tunis, Damascus, Amman and Cairo. A formal request to the Permanent
Mission of Israel for the news mission to visit Israel and the West Rank went
unanswered. The news mission provided the participants with an opportunity to gain
first-hand knowledge and impressions on variouo arpectr of the Palertine questioa.
During the mission, the journalists met and interviewed a large number of leaders
and senior officlals of Egypt, Jordan, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia and the
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Palestine Liberation Organisation. Numerous field visits, particularly to
Palestinian refugee camps, were also organized. The mission received extensive
media coverage in all the countries visited. Numerous articles were later
published and radio and television programmes broadcast by the participants on the
basis of their experience and interviews conducted during the mission.

91. The Department also or gani sed two regional encounters for journalists on tho
qguestion of Palestine, bringing high-level journalists together with experts in the
field for brief, in-depth, informal and candid diecueeione of the various aspects
of the Palestinian problem. The first encounter was held at Buenos Aires from

12 to 14 February 1990 and was attended by 24 journalists from many North and Latin
American and Caribbean Countries, representing the print, radio and television
media. The second encounter was held in Singapore from 26 te 28 March 1990. About
23 journalists from Aeia and the Pacific participated.

92. The Department also organised three series of national encounters in which
small, balanced panels of experts held meetings, in the form of in-depth press
conferences. IA Latin America and the Caribbean, national encounters with local
journallets and foreign correspondents were held at Mexico City, Santiago and
Port-of-Spain between 2 and 15 February. National encounters for Europe were held
between 9 and 16 March at Oslo, London and Belgrade. Asian national encounters
were held at Tokyo, Manila, Bangkok and Now Delhi between 19 and 30 March.

93. United Nations information centres throughout the world continued to carry out
information activities in connection with the question of Palestine and made
available to the public United Nations information materials on the subject. These
activities included public lectures and briefings, screening of United Nations and
UNRWA films on the question of Palestine, photo exhibits and the production and
dissemination of newsletters, press releases and leaflets on the various aspects of
the question. The information centres undertook various activities in observance
of 29 November as the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.
They made available publications prepared for, and under the guidance of, the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of tha Palestinian People and
distributed information circulars in official and local languages. Exhibitions
were held, films screened and events organised in various centres in co-operation
with the diplomatic corps, UNRWA and national parliaments.
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VI. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE

94. The year- under review was one in whiah great hopes gave way to increasing
anxiety over the prospects for a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the
guestion of Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israeli conflict in the Middle East.
The new and favourable opportunities for concerted international action towards
this end created by the Paleetiaian peace initiative of November 1988 and by the
international trends towards democratisation and relaxation of temsions were
thwarted by Israel’s continued intransigemce and policy of armed repression of the
intifadabh. The Gulf crisis in the latter part of 1990 ha8 heightened tensions and
has brought inetability to an already troubled region. There is a serious threat
of armed confrontation that could have grave repercussions for the entire region
and for the question of Palestine.

95. The Committee considers that despite these disquieting events, international
attention must remain focused on the imperative necessity to overcome the political
and diplomatic stalemate that hae hitherto blocked progress towards a settlement of
the question of Palestine. The Committee reiterate8 once again its firm belief
that such a settlement, in accordance with internationally recognised principles,
is of fundamental importance for the aahievament of peace and stability in the
Middle East region. Noting the successful efforts to achieve coneensue within the
Security Council and particularly the comstructive manner in which its permanent
members are acting together to resolve regional conflicts, the Committee appeal8 to
the Council to take concrete and effective action to pursue with renewed
determination the peace process aud endeavours to resolve the Arab-Israeli

conflict, the core of which is the question of Palestine.

96. As the intifadah is about to enter it8 fourth year, the Committee salutes the
brave Palestinian people, in particular its women and children, for the heroic
struggle to end Israeli occupation and implement the proclamation of the
independent Paleetinian State of November 1988. The Jintifadah ha8 affirmed clearly
the determination of the Paleetinian people to bring the occupation of their land
to an end and to achieve the exercise of their inalienable rights and has also
affirmed that the Palestine Liberation Organisation is the sole legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people. The Committee reaffirms the
international coneeneu8 that the participation of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation on an equal footing with other pettier to the Arab-Israeli conflict is
indispensable in any efforts and deliberation8 aimed at the achievement of a
lasting peace in the Middle East. It also calls once again for Palestine to be
accorded its rightful place within the intermatiomal community amd the United
Nations Organisation. While the Committee notes with satisfaction that the
intifagah had helped the progressive force8 in lsrael to intensify their effort8
for a just peace, the Govermment of Israel has remained adamant. The Committee
affirms that the continuing denial of the Palestinian people’8 right to
self-determination and independence 1s entirely unacceptable and constitutes a
major danger to peace. It calls upon Israel to recognise and respect the national
aspiration8 and rights of the Palestinian people and to recognise as well the
desire of its own people to a future based on peace and justice.

97. In the 15 years since the establishment of the Committee, an international

consensus has gradually been aci:xieved on the essential principle8 for a solution ol
the question of Palestlae based on the attainment of the inalienable right8 of the
Paleetinian people. The Committee recalls that in it8 first report to the General
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Assembly, it had recommended modalities for the attainment of thoee rights (see
annex 1), later complemented by the Declaration and Programme of Action adoptea by
the International Conference on the Question of Palestine held at Geneva in 1983.
Developments since the beginning of the iatifadah led to an even wider consensus,
as shown by the near-unanimous adoption of Qeneral Assembly resolution 44/42. In
that resolution the Assembly called once again for the convening of the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East, under the auspices of the United
Nations, with the participation of all parties to the conflict, including the
Palestine Liberation Organisation, on an equal footing, and the five permanent
members of the Security Council, based on Security Council resolutions 242 (1967)
and 338 (1973) and the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian people,
primarily the right to self-determination. The Committee reaffirms the principles
for the achievement of a comprehensive peace contained in that resolution, nemely,
the withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian territory occupied SI nce 1967,
including Jeru 1lem, and from the other occupied Arab territories, guaranteeing
arrangements for security of all States in the region, including those named in
General Assembly resolution 161 (11) of 29 November 1947, within secure and
internationally recognized boundaries, re .ving the problem of the Palestine
refugees in conformity with General Assembly resolution 194 (111) of

11 December 1948, and subsequent relevant resolutions, dismantling the Israeli
settlements in the territories occupied since 1967, and guaranteeing freedom of
access to Holy Places, religious buildings and sites.

96. The Committee deeply regrets lIsrael’s continued rejection of the constructive
proposals contained in that resolution, which have been explicitly accepted by the
Palestine Liberation Organisation. Further, the Committee calls upon those States
which have thus far prevented the implementation of General Aseembly resolution
44742 to reconsider their position and to join the international consensus.
Concerned that the continued stalemate will further exacerbate tensions and
encourage resort to extremism, the Committee recommends that the General Assembly
should urge the Security Council, and in particular its permanent members, to
consider measures needed to convene the International Peace Conference on the
Middle East, including the eetablisbment of a preparatory committee, to consider
guarantees for security measures for all States in the region, and to renew the
mandate of the Secretary-General to continue his efforts with the parties concerned
and, in consultation with the Security Council, to facilitate the convening of the
Conference. The Committee expresses its support for every effort by the permanent
members of the Security Council to bring the positions of the parties to the
conflict closer to each other, to create a climate of confidence between them, and
to facilitate in this way the convening and successful outcome of the International
Peace Conference. Recent experience in the Security Council indicates that, given
the necessary political will, the Council is able to achieve consensus on important
matters of concern to the international community in the area of international
peace and security. The Committee urges the Council to address the question of
Palestine with the same urgency and determimatio:: with a view to finding a just and
lasting solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict and its core, the question of
Palestine.

99. For its part, the Committee intends to continue to intensify its efforts
towards this essential objective and to make it once again the focal point of its
work programme in the coming year. The Committee considers that future regional
seminars and non-governmental organisation symposia and international
non-governmental organisation meetings organized under its auspices could make a
ve™ '1a contribution by examining, with the assistance of experts from all
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regions, in partiaular Palestinian8 and Israelis, some of the more important aad
complex substantive issues that need to be addressed by the Conference.

100. Pending progress towards a political tasttlement, however, the Committee urger
once again that all necessary measures be taken immediately to protect the
Palestinian people in the Palestinian territory oooupied simgce 1967, Including
Jerusalem. The Committee has repeatedly drawn the attention of the
. Secretary-General, the Gemeral Assembly and the Seaurity Counail to Israel’s
non-acceptance of the applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 Augurt 1949 and to the
persistent violation by Israel of its obligation8 as the oecupyimg power under that
Convention. In the past year, those Israeli policies and practi ces have led to
increasing casualties and the deterioration of already insufferable living
conditions. A matter of special concern is the suffering inflicted on Palestinian
women and children as a result of Israeli practices. The deportation8 of
Palestinians, the increased restriction on freedom of movement and association, and
the restrictions on educational institutions, health and soaial welfare
organisations, as well a8 comstant daily obstacles and harassments, have produced
inhuman and intolerable condi ti oNS. The Committee comsiders that it is now
imperative for the High Contracting Parties to the fourth Gemeva Convention and for
the United Nation8 system as a whole to ensure that Israel abide by its
obligations. The Committee «alls upon the Security Counail to establish urgently
an effective United Nation8 presence in the occupied territory with a legal mandate
to protect the Palestinians therein. In chis regard, the Committee endorses the
proposed establishment by the Security Council of a United Nation8 observer force.

101. The Committee is deeply concerned at the process of Israeli colonisation of
the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, as manifested
in the continued establishment of settlements, usurpation of land and water
resources, and settler vigilantism. The growing iaflux of new immigrants
exacerbate8 the situation. The Committee noted that the international community
had vigorously opposed the Israeli policy of establishing settlement8 in the
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, whieh was in
contravention of the fourth Geneva Convention, had declared thore actioms null and
void and had demanded that Israel dismantle the settlements and withdraw from the
occupied territory. The Committee calls upon the Seaurity Council to consider the
matter again urgently and te undertake appropriate measures, ia aonfotmty with the
fourth Geneva Convention and the relevant principle8 of the Charter of the United
Nations, to deal with the situation.

102. The Committee wishes to reaffirm that the United Nation8 has a duty and
responsibility to render all assistance necessary to promote the social and
economic development of the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including
Jerusalem, in preparation for the full exercise of national sovereignty in
accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions. The Committee accordingly
reiterates its call upon the organisation8 of the United Natioas system, as well as
on Government8 and on iantergovermmental and non-governmental organisations, to
sustain and increase their economic and social assistamce to the Palestinian
people, in close co-operation with the Palestine Liberation Organisation.

103. The Committee noted with satisfactiom the increased awareness and mobilisation
of international public opinion in support of the attaimment of the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people and of United Nation8 recommendations for a
comprehensive, just and lasting solution of the quertion of Palestine. The
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Committee believes that its programme of regional seminars and meetings aad
symposia of non-governmental organisations, as well as the journalists' encounters
and other informational activities sponsored by the Committee, have played a
valuable role in this process, and it will continue to strive to achieve maximum
effectiveness in carrying out this programme and to intensify its efforts in the
implementation of its mandate. Further, the Committee intends to continue and
intensify its efforts to ensure that such meetings provide an opportunity for
diverse points of view to be expressed so that a real dialogue can be held among
people of good will on all sides on the basis of relevant General Assembly and
Security Council resolutions. In th’o context, the Committee invites all
Governments, including those of the United States of America and Israel, to
participate ir the work of the Committee and in the events organised by it.

Notes

1/ On 27 September 1990, the Prime Minister of the Germaa Democratic
Republic informed the Secretary-Qeneral that the prerequisite under international
law for a continued memberehip of the Qerman Democratic Republic in the United
Nationr and in other intergovernmental organisations ceased to apply with the
accession as at 3 October 1990 of the Qerman Democratic Republic to the scope of
the Basic Law of the Federal Republic of Qermany so as to unite Qermany in a single
Ptate (A/45/557).

2/ Qfficial Records of the General Assembly. Thirty-Iirst Sessgion.,
Supplement No. 35 (A/31,/35).

3/ Ibid., Ihirty-second Sesgion., Supplement No. 38 (A/32/35); jbid.,
mnux_uum_mmn._mmmm:_mﬁzs (A/33/35)) 4ibid.. muy_tmn:unm
Supplement No, 35 (A/34/35 and Corr.l); ibid., J:hiuy_uuh_&um‘_&nanan:
No, 35 (A/35/35); ibid., Thirty-sixth Session. Supplement No. 35 (A/36/35); ibid.,
Thirty-geventh Session, Supplemert No. 35 (A/37/35 and Corr.1); ibid.,
Ihicty-eighth Session. Supplement No, 35 (A/38/35); ibid., Thirty-ninth &esusion,
Supplement No, 35 (A/39/35); ibid., mmn_mnmjmmmm_un_ﬂ (A/740/35);
ibid., Forty-firet Session. Supplement NO. 38 (ANI/35)} Lkid., Forty-second
Mn_w (A742/35); jhid., Forty-third Session. Supplement No. 35
(A743/37)3 and ibid., Forty-fourth Session. Supplement No. 35 (A/44/35).

4/ Report of the International Conferemwue on the Question of Palestine.,
= (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.#3.1.21), chap. |, sect. B.

8/ The observers at the Committee meetings were as follows: Algeria,
Bangladesh, Bulgaria, China, Csechoslovakia, Ecuador, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritania, Morocco, Nicaragua, Niger, Sri Larxa,
Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates, viet Nam, the League of Arab States and
the Organisation of the Islamic Conference. Palestine, represented by the
Palestine Liberation Organisation, as the representative of the Palestinian people,
the principal party to the question of Palestine, was also an observer.
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Noteg (continued)

6/ Until 3 October 1990, the membership of the Working Qroup was as
follower Afghanistan, Cuba, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, Quyana, India,
Malta, Pakistan, Senegal, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Soaialist Republic and
Palestine, represented by the Palestine Liberation Organisation, as the
representative of the people directly concerned.

2/ United Nations, Iraaty Serles, vol. 75, No. 973.

8/ Intecnational Labour _Conference., 77th Session., 1990, Report of the
Director-General, appendices (vol. 2), pp. 46-49.
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59. The question of Palestine is at the heart of the Middle East problem, and
consuquently, the Committee stresses its belief that no solution in the Middle East
can be envisaged which does not fully take into aaaount the legitimate aspirations
of the Palestinian people.

60. The legitimate and inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to return to
their homes and property and to achieve eelf-determination, national independence
and sovereignty are endorsed by the Committee in the conviction that the full
implementation of those ‘rights will contribute decisively to a comprehensive and
f£ine? settlement of the Middle East erisis.

61. The participation of the Palestine Liberation Organisation, the representative
of the Palestinian people, on an equal footing with other parties, on the basis of
Qeneral Assembly resolutions 3236 (XXIX) and 3375 (XXX), is indispensable in all
efforts, deliberations and conferences on the Middle East which are held under the
auspices of the United Nations.

62. The Committee reaalls the fundsmental principle of the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by force and stresses the consequent obligation for
complete and speedy evacuation of any territory.so occupied,

63. The Committee comsiders that it is the duty and responsibility of all concerned
to enable the Palestinians to exercise their inalienable rights.

64. The Committee recommends an expanded and more influential role by the United
Nations and its organs in promoting a just solution to the question of Palestine
and in the implementation of such a solution. The Becurity Council, in particular,
should take appropriate action to facilitate the exercise by the Palestinians of
their right to return to their homes, lands and property. The Committee,
furthermore, urges the 8ecurity Council to promote action towards a just solution,
taking into account all the powers conferred on it by the Charter of the Jnited
Nations.

65. It is with this perspective in view and on the basis of the numerous
resolutions of the United Nations, after due consideration of all the facts,
proposala and suggestions advanced in the course of its deliberations, that the
Committee submits its recommendations on the modalities for the implementation of
the exercise of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

*  official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session,
Supplement No, 35 (A/31/35), paras. 59-72.
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I11. TIhe right of return

66. T’he’natural and inalienable right of Palestinlans to return to their homeo is
recognised by resolution 194 (111), which the General Asasembly has reaffirmed
almost every year since its- adoption. This right was aleo unanimouely recognised
by the Seourity Couaoil in its rreolution 237 (1987); the time for the urgent
implementation of these resolutions is long overdue.

67. Without prejudice to the right of all Palestinians to return to their homes,
lands and property, the Committee considers that the programme of implementation of
the exercise of this right may be carried out in two phasest

Ehase one

68. The tirst phase iavolves the return to their homee of the Paleetiniane
displaced as a result of the war of June 1967. The Committee recommends thati

(a) The Becurity Council should reqguest the immediate implementation of ite
resolution 237 (1967) and that such implementation rhould not be related to eny
other condition;

(b) The resources of the International Comnittee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
and/or of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Paleetine Refugeee in the
Near East, suitably financed and mandated, may be employed to assist in the
solution of any logistical problems involved in the resettlement of those returning
to their homes. These agencies could aiso assist, in co-operation with the hoot
countries and the Palestine Liberation Organisation, in the identification of the
displaced Pa)e2stiniens.

EBhasge tyo

69. The second phase deals with the return to their homes of the Peslestinians
displaced between 1948 and 1967. The Committee recommends that:

ta) While the first phase is being implemented, the United Nations, in
co-operation with the States directly involved, and the Palestine Liberation
Orgsnixation as the interim representative of the Palestinian entity, rhould
proceed to make the neaeesary ar.angemeats to enable Paleotiniana dieplaced between
1948 and 1967 to exercise their right to return to their homes and property, in
accordance with the relevant United Natioms resolutions, partiaularly Qeneral
Assembly resolution 94 (III);

(b) Palestinians choosing not to return to their homes should be paid just
and equitable compensation as provided for in resolution 194 (111).

I11. ZThe xight to gelf-determination, nationsl independence
a n d -

70. The Palestinian people has the inherent right to eelf-determination, national
independence and eovereignty in Palestine. The Committee coneiders that the
evacuation of the territories occupied by force and in violation of the principle6
of the Charter of the United Nations and relevant resolutiona of the United Nations
is a conditio gine gua non for the exercise by the Palestinian ‘people of its
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inalienable rights in Palestine. The Committea considers furthermore that, upon
the return of the Palestinians to their homes and property and with the
establishment of an independent Palestinian entity, the Palestinian people will be
able to exercise its rights to self-determination and to decide its form of
government without external Interference.

71. The Committee also feels that the United Nations has an historical duty and
responsibility to render all aesistanae necessary to promote the economic
developmeuat and prosperity of the Palestinian entity.

72. To those eanda, the Committee recommends that;

(a) A timetable ehould be established by the Security Council for the
complete withdrawal by Israeli occupation forces from those areas occupied in 1967;
such withdrawal should be completed no later than 1 June 1977:

(b) The Security Council may need to provide temporary peace-keeping force6
in order to facilitate the process of withdrawal;

{c) Israel should be requested by the Security Council to desist from the
establishment of new settlements and to withdraw during this period from
settlements established since 1967 in the ocecupied territories. Arab property and
all essential services in those areas should be maintained intact)

(d) Israel should also be requested to abide scrupulously by the provieions
of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, of 12 Auguset 1949, and to declare, pending its speedy withdrawal from thoee
territories, its reaognition of the applicability of that Conventioni

{e) The evacuated territories, with all property and services intact, should
be taken over by the United Nations, which, with the co-operation of the League of
Arab States, will subsequently hand over those evacuated areas to the Palestine
Liberation Organisation as the representative of the Palestinian people;

(£) The United Nations should, if necessary, assist in establishing
comnunications between Gaza and the West Bank;

(g) As soon as the independent Palestinian entity has been established, the
United Nations, in co-operation with the States directly involved and the
Palestinian entity, should, taking into account Qeneral Assembly resolution
3375 (xxx), make further arrangements for the full implementation of the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, the resolution of outstanding
problems and the establishment of a just and lasting peace in the region, in
accordance with all relevant United Nations resolutions;

(h) The United Nations should provide the economic and technical assistance
necessary for the consolidation of the Palestinian entity.
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ANNEX 11

Conclusions and recommendast,
United Nations Esminar on the mmm:uf_nnum

(Ruala Lumpur, 18 to 22 December 1989)

1. The Twenty-third United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine (Sixth
Asian Regional Seminar), on the topic "The inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people”, was held jointly with the Third United Nations Asian Regional NGO
Symposium on the Question of Palestine at Kuala Lumpur from 18 to 22 December 1989,
in accordance with the terms of Genersl Assembly resolution 42/66 B of

2 December 1987.

2. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People was represented by a delegation comprising Mrs. Absa Claude Diallo
(Senegal), Chairman of the Committee, head of the delegation and Seminar Chairman;
Mr. Andreas Mavrommatis (Cyprus) 3+ Mr. Ismail Rasali (Malaysin’, who served as
Rapporteur of the Seminar; Mr. Tom Obaleh Kargbo (Sierra Leone);

Mr. Quennadi Oudovanko (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic); and

Mr. buhdi Labib Tersi, Permanent Observer for Palestine.

3. Nine meetings were held and 13 paneliate presented papers on selected aspects
on the question of Palestine. In addition, representatives of 38 Qovernmente,
Palestine, UNDP and the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA),
3 intergovernmental organ‘sations and 52 non-governmental organiaatione (NGOs)
attended the Seminar.

4. The joint event was opened by Mrs. Diallo and a welooming address waa made by
H.L. Datuk Abu Hassan Omar, Foreign Minister of Malaysia.

5. A message from the Secretary-Qeneral ot the United Nations,

H.E. Mr. Javier pPéres de Cuéllar, was read out by his representative, the Chief of
the Division for Palestinian Rights. The Chairman of the Committee also addressed
the meeting, as did Ms. Yoshiko Tanaka of the International Co-ordinating Committee
for M60s on the Question of Palestine, speaking on behalf of the Asian NGOs.

Mr. anmad Al-Farra, Observer for Paleatina, read out a message from Mr. Yasser
Arafat, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Paleetine Liberation
Organisation.

6. Further statements were made by the following: Mr. Kargbo, representative of
the Special Committee on the Situation with Regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Qranting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peopleer

M. Qudovenko, Acting Chairman of the Special Committee against Apartheid;

Mr. Nabil Taleb Ma'arouf, Assistant Secretary-Qeneral of the Organiszation of the
1slamic Conf er ence; Mr. Moetafa Foroutan, Assistant Secretary-Qeneral of the
Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee; and Mr. Fouad Beseiso, regional
representative of ESCWA.

7. The Seminar and Symposium participanta adopted a message to Mr. Arafat, and a
motion of thanks to the Qovernment and people of Malaysia.
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8. The three panels that were established and their pamelists were ae follows:

Panal I: (a) "The urgency of convening the International Peace Conference on
the Middle East"; (b) "The incifadah in the occupied Palestinian territory and its
impact on the achievement of a comprehemsive settlement of the Middle East
conflict”: Ms, Hanan Mikhail Achrawi (Palestinian), Mr. Paul Findley (United
States of America), Tan Sri Dsto Abdul Rahman Bin Abdul Jalal (Malaysia),

Mr. Zhentang Liu (China), Mr. Ron Moclintyre (New Zealand), Mr. Yyacheelav N. Matusov
(Union of Soviet Bocialist Republics), Mr. Amien Rais (Indonesia) and
Tan Sri M'ohd Ghasall Shafie (Malaysia);

Banel 1I: "The role of the Palestine Liberation Organisation in the social,
cultural, economic and political development of the Palestinian people™:
Mr. Nabil S8ha'ath (Palestinian);

Panel III: "The mobilisation of public opinion in the Asian region for the
realisation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people”: Mr. Donald bets
(International Co-ordinating Committee for NGOs on the Question of Palestine),

Mr. A, Kedir Jasin (Malaysia), Mr. Daoud Kuttab (Paleetinian) and Mr. Miimtas Soyeal
(Turkey).

9. The report of the Seminar, including summaries of the proceedings, has been
issued as a publication of the Division for Palestinian Rights of the United
Nations Secretariat.

10. The conclusions and recommendation6 adopted by the Seminar are as follows:

Conclugions and recommendations

(a) The participanté in the Seminar in reviewing recent developments
concerning the question of Palestine welcomed the results of the nineteenth
extraordinary session of the Palestine National Council (PNC) held at Algiers in
November 1988, and, in particular, the Political Communigqué as well as the
Declaration of Independence proclaiming the State of Palestine as a positive
contribution towards a peaceful settlement of the conflict in the Middle East. The
decision adopted by PNC at Algiers, the position outlined by H.E. President
Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation, in his addrese to the Gemeral Assembly ut Geneva on 13 December 1988,
the debate on the quaetion of Palestine in the General Assembly session, the
adoption of resolution 43/176 on 15 December 1988 became important landmarks in the
international endeavours towards achieving a just settlement of the question of
Palestine and havo led to increased eupport by all sectors of the international
community for the convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle
East. The Seminar noted with satisfaction that the provision6 of that resolution
had been reaffirmed in General Assembly raeolution 44/42 of 6 December 1989. The
participants also took note of a further qualitative improvement in the vote on
this resolution. Even larger numbers of States, including Western States, cast
their votes in 1989 in favour of the International Peace Conference on the Middle
East, reflecting the pressing need to convene such a conkeranca.

(b) The participants noted that the Governmment of the United States of

America had opened a dialogue with the Pale&tine Liberation Organisation. In this
connection, the participants emphasised that the scope of such a dialogue should be
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expanded and imclude the comsideration of. ® ubatentive iaauea leading to meaningful
political decisions bet ween the two parties with a view to arriving at a just and
lasting solutliom to the question of Palestine.

(¢) They also noted that the peace initiativea undertaken by the Palestinian
leadership as well as the proclamation of the State of Palestine by PNC at its
nineteenth extraordinary aaaaion, have received srihusiastic ® upport £rom an
overwhelming majority of States who have welcomed t hOae development8 as a concrete
contribution toward8 peace. 8ignificamtly, a large number of State8 have already
recognised and acknowledged the proclamation of the State of Palestime and many
State8 have eatabliahad diplomatic relation8 with it.

(d) The participant8 empressed their convictioan that these development8
relating to the quaation of Palestine have created a new momentum for bringing
about a aolution to this aomplar and dangexous confliot on the basie of raaolutiona
of the United Nations and within its framework. These development8 Wer € brought
about by the courageous and determined struggle of t he Palestinian people for t he
realisation of its inalienable rights, primarily the rigat to self-datermination,
as dramatically manifested in the continuing iatifadah in the occupied Palestinian
territory. The preseat international climate, whioh is characterised by increasing
co-operation Md the political will to selve regional confliot in a peaceful way
through negotiations, has created favoursble conditioms for a compreheaaive, juat
and lasting settlement of the question of Palestine.

(e) The participant8 noted that theta eriata a wide meaaura of agreemeat
within the international community that a comprehensive, juat and lasting
aettlement in the Middle Eart should be based on the following principles:
withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian territory 0oaaupi ed siace 1967, including
Jerusalem, and from the other Arab territories; acknowledgement of end respect for
the sovereignty, territorial integrity asd politiaal independence of all the States
in the region, including the Btatea of Israel and Palestine, and their right to
live in peace within aeoure and recognized boundaries; and finally, a satisfactory
aolution of the Palestinian problem baaed on the recognition of the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people, including the right to self-determination leading
to the establighment of an independent Btate of Palestine in tha occupied
Palestinian territory, including Eaat Jerusalem,

(£) The participants expressed aeri oua concera at the continued grave
violationa of the human rights of the eiviliam population in the occupied
Palestinian territory. The Seminar took note with utmoat concern of the continuing
suffering of the Palestiniam people under occupatior, the enormoua toll among the
Palestiniansg and the far-reaching aocio-economio, dumographic and emotional
consequence8 that the Palestinian people has t0 faoa, The entire international
community, as represented at the United Nations, has repeatedly declared that the
Israeli acts of violanae against the Palaatinians in the oaoupied Palestinian
territory were in blatant violation of the proviaiono of thu Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 Augurt 1949,
which is fully binding on lorael - a party to the Convention. The laraeli actions
are also contrary to United Nations raaolutions and to the generally recogniaad
norms of international law. In the Gasa Strip especially, new maaourea to oontrol
the movement of individuals produced inhumane and intolerable conditions. |In the
Waat Bank, settler vigilantiem threatened to develop into large-scale
bloodletting. Of special concern for the participants were brutal Israell
practices uaed against Palestinian women and children. The participents strongly
opposed the presence of Jewish settlers in the occupied Palestinian territory.
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(g) The process of 1seraeli colonisation of the West Bank and the Gasa Strip,
a6 manifested in the continued establishment of aettlementa and the brutality of
setler vigilantism, was unequivoaally rejected and condemned by the
participants. The participants were of the view that the Israeli policy of
usurping Palestinian land and establishing and strengthening eettlemente in that
land comstituted not only a gross disregard for the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, but also a serious obstacle to the solution of the Arab-lIsraeli
conflict. They also noted with appreciation that the entire international
community had vigorously opposed the Israeli policy of establishing settlements in
the occupied Palestinian territory. The Seminar noted with concern the continuing
funding of the illegal settlement activities by Israel in the occupied Palestinian
territory. The participants stresced that all assistance, financial or otherwise,
to Israel, particularly From the United States, should cease forthwith. Any aid to
Israel should be made conditional upon lIsrael’s compliance with relevant United
Nations resolutions and provisions of the fourth Geneva Convention. Any aseistanca
resulting in the development and consolidation of the Israeli settlement
infrastructure in the occupied Palestinian territory is considered illegal and
immoral and constitutes a serious obstacle towards achieving peace in the Middle
East,

(h) The participants were of the view that the Palestinian intifadah, as the
popular, democratic expression of the collective will of the Palestinian people
under Israeli occupation, has given the gtruggle of the Palestinians the force of
authenticity as well a8 moral ascendancy and political maturity. The intifadah.
now in its third year, embraces three dimensions: the overt and visible resistance
to the Israeli occupation while simultaneously expressing the Palestinian people’s
commitment to its sole and legitimate leadership, the Palestine Liberation
Organization; the social transformation and nation-building as the enbodi nent of
statehood through the estabdlishment of authentié¢, alternative popular
infrastructure of the Palestinian societys and, finally, the jintifadah was
instrumental in bringing about a clear-cut political articulation through the PNC
resolutions of November 1988. The participants supported the view expressed by t he
Secretary-General that the message of the intifadah was direct and unequivocal,
namely, that Israeli occupation, which has now been in effect for 22 years, will
continue to be rejected, and that the Palestinian people will remain committed to
the exercise of its legitimate political rights, including self-determination.

(1) The Seminar appealed to the Security Council to take urgent measures to
ensure physical protection of the Palestinian people under occupation, to guarantee
the safety and security and the legal and human rights of the Palestinian refugees
in all the territories under Israeli occupation, The participants regretted that
on 7 November 1989 a permanent member of the Council had again prevented the
Security Council from taking action on measures indispensable for ensuring the
safety and protection of Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territory. The
Seminar participants stressed that the repressive policies and practices of Israel
vis-A-vis Palestinians in the occupied territory and in »articular the so-called
policy of “transfer” or deportation of Palestinians, a gross violation of
recognised instruments of international law, had bean repeatedly condemned by the
United Nations Security Council, the General Assembly, as wall as by an
overwhelming majority of States Members of the United Nations. They pointed out
that, taking into account the gravity of the acts of violence and repression by
Israeli authorities against Palestinian civilians in the occupied territory, the
Security Couaecil should assume its responsibilities and ensure protection of the
Palestinian people under occupation. The participants called on Israel, the
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occupying Power, to respect the Gemeva Convention relative to the Ptotaction Of
Civilian persons in Time of War, and aooept the Az jure applicability of the
Convention to the 2alestiniea territory and other Arab territories oaoupied ainoe
1967, including Jerusalem, and to aomply fully with its obligationa under that
Convention.

(J) The partioipantr welcomed the aourageouo steps taken by the Palestinians
during the iatifadab to end the Israeli oaoupation and to ret up an alternative
infrastructure that can be ueed as a baaia for an independeat and ® ovareiga State
of Paleetine. The Seminar conaidared that intensified efforts towards genuine
development of the oaaupied Palaatinian territory, with the close involvement of
the Palestinian people through its representative, the Palertine Libaration
Organisation, must be a neoeaaary sccompaniment Of renewed effort8 to achieve a
political selution to the question. The United Nation8 system am well au
international, regional and national organisatioms rhould continua and streagthen
their humanitarian aaaiatance to the Palestiniamns under occupation and {0 the
Palestinian refugees. In particular, sustained and increamed aupport ohould be
channelled through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and other United Nations bodies and agencies, am
well as through non-governmental organisations working directly in the occupied
Palestinian territory.

(k) The participants agreed that it was incumbent upon the Goverament of
Israel to respond positively to the stand taken by the Palestine Libaration
Organisation which has been welcomed amd praised by ‘she international community.
Israel cm no longer ignore the national aspirations of the Palestiniana Md deny
them their political rights, in particular their right ‘to relf-determination. The
Seminar considered that the atepe proposed by the Israeli Government were groaaly
inadequate. Any viable peace initiative must include interim meaauraa of
protection for the Palaotinian people and meaaurea that would enable Palestinians
to exercise fully their right to self-determination. The participants otreaoed
that am the eo-called Israell election propoeale did not include the final
objective of the exercise by the Palestinian people of all its inalienable rightSs
including its right to self-determination and the eatabliahment of an independent
sovereign State, they are nothing but an instrument for perpetuating laraali
occupation.

(1) The Seminar affirmed that the denial of the esercise of the legitimate
national rights of the Palestinian people remained the core of the confliet in the
Middle East and that a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the region cannot
be achieved without the full exercise of those rights, without the withdrawal of
Israel from the Palestinian territory occupied gince 1967, including Jerusalem, and
from the other occupied Arab territories. It further affirmed that the Palestine
Liberation Organisation was the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinien
people, and, as such, was an asrantial party to any negotiations aimed at resolving
the conflict by peaceful means.

(m) The Seminar, in particular, strussed the significance of General Assembly
resolution 43/176 of 15 December 1988 calling for the convening of the
International Peace Conference on the Middle Eaat, under the auspices of the United
Nations, with the participation of all parties to the conflict, including the
Palestine Liberation Organisation, on an equal footing, and the five permanent
members of the Security Council, bared on Security Council resolutions 242 (1967)
and 338 (1973) and the legitimate national rights of the Paleatinian people,
primarily the right to self-determination. Cognirant of the role of the Security
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Council im maintaining international peace and security, the participants in the
Seminar urged the Security Council to expedite the convening of the International
Peace Conference on the Middle East, and to adopt interim measures including the
deployment of a United Nations peace-keeping force to safeguard the physical
security of the people of the occupied Palestinian territory and to bring about
stability in the region pending agreement on a final comprehensive settlement. The
participants considered that it was incumbent upon lIsrael to terminate its
occupation in compliance with resolution 242 (1967) and to accept the terms for a
lasting and comprehensive settlement in the region.

{n) The Seminar stated that the international community was deeply and firmly
convinced of the urgent need to achieve a just, comprehensive and lasting political
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict and its core, the question of Palestine.
This is evidenced by the growing support for the convening of the Iaternational
Peece Conference on the Middle East. That support is clearly reflected in the
position adopted by the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, the League of Arab
States, the Organisation. of African Unity, the Organisation of the Islamic
Conference, the European Community, the Nordic States, Japan, as well as by the
USSR, China, and other socialist countries. In that regard, the Seminar noted with
appreciation the sustaimed and continuing support by all States and peoples of the
Asian and the Pacific region for the exercise by the Palestinian people of its
legitimate national righ 9 and for the convening of the International Peace
Conference on the Middle East. The position of Asian States was one of solidarity
with an< support for the struggle of the Palestinian people for the exercise of its
inalienable rights. There was a broad consensus regarding the need for convening
the International Peace Conference on the Middle East in accordance with the
provisions laid down in General Assembly resolution 437176 of 15 December 1988 and
reaffirmed in resolution 44/42 of 6 December 1989. Movement towards peace in the
region was facilitated by the carefully balanced and constructive policy adopted by
the PLO. The continuing obstacle was the inflexible position of the Government of
Israel as well as the attitude of one permanent member of the Security Council.
The participants called upon Israel to abandon its negative position and to respond
positively to international efforts aimed at a just and lasting political
settlement of the question of Palestine.

(o) The Seminar took note of the continuing endeavours by the
Secretary-General to set into motion a mechanism of consultations within the
Security Council with a view to advancing the peace process, including the

| prospects for convening the International Peace Conference on the ¥iddle East.

(p) The Seminar appreciated the efforts of the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People to secure universal recognition of
the inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people, and of its
recommendations, made in its report in 1976, and repeatedly endorsed by the General
Assembly since then, for ensuring the exercise by the Palestinian people of those
rights. The Seminar also noted with satisfaction the increased support at the
United Nations for the programme of action undertaken by the Committee. It urged
the international community to sustain and strengthen its support for the
Committee's activities and endeavours, in particular, its efforts for facilitating
the convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East.

(g) The Seminar took note with appreciation of the activities of the Division

for Palestinian Rights of the United Nations Secretariat and of its commitment to

work, under the guidance of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
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of the Palestinian People, towards the attainment and exercise by the Palesti:rian
people of its inalienable rights.

(r) . The Seminar viewed with appreciation the support Governments and peoples
of Asia have extended at the United Nations and in other orgamisations to the
Palestinian cause and for the achievement of a just and lasting peace in the Middle
East. The Seminar participant6 agreed that efforts should be continued and
intensified to mobilise official and public opimion in Asia through NGO activities
and the use of the media. Participmunts expressed the view that the co-operation of
Asian organisations, trade wniems, solidarity group8 and see on, among themselves as
well as between them and their counterparts in other regions, should be expanded.
The United Nations mhould undertake additional efforts to disseminate factual and
up-to-date information on the question of Palestine and the measures required for
the achievement of a just settlement to the question of Palestine. The Committee
on the Exexrcise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People has an
important role in the dissemination of such information. For its part, the
Department of Public Information of the Secretariat should make every effort to
ensure that accurate information on the question of Palestine received the widest
possible dissemination.

(s) The participants expressed their warm appreciation to the Government and
the people of Malaysia for providing a venue for the Asian Regional Seminar and NGO
Symposium on the Question of Palestine, and for the facilities, courtesies and
hospitality extended to them.
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ANNEX 111

of -
NGO Symposium on the Queation OT Palestine

(Kuala Lumpur, 18 to 21 December 1989)

1. The Third United Natione Asian Regionsl NGO Symposium on the Question of
2alestine, on the theme "The inalieaable rights of the Palestinian people”, was
held at Kuala Lumpur from 18 to 21 December 1989. The Symposium was held in part
together wi.h the Twenty-third bL.lited Nation6 Seminar on the Question of Palestine,
which took place from 18 to 22 December 1988 (Ssee annex I1),

a. In addition to tka panels held jointly with the Seminar, two workshops
sracifically related to non-governmental organisation (NGO} activities were
established to comsider the following topics:

(a) “Mobilising the NGO network in asia";

(b) “The role of NGO assistance in meeting the needs of the Palestinian
people ¢+ medical, economic, and educational support”.

3. The symposium participants adopted a declaration and action-oriented proposals
emanating f£rom the workshops and elected an Asian Co-ordinating Committee for NGOs
on the Question of Palestine, The report of the Symposium has been issued as a
publication of the Waited Nations Division £or Palestinian Rights together with
that of the Seminar.

4. The NGOs participating in the Symposium adopted the following declaration:

Declaration

Wwe, the non-goverxmental organisations (NGOs) gathered at the United
Nations Asian Regionsl Seminwtr and Symposium on the Question of Palestine,
totally uphold the inalienable r!yhte 0xi the Palestinian people sad fully
support its continuing struggle for independence, as expressed in the
dptifadah and by all other internationally legitimate means. We recognise and
uphold the historic proclamation of the State of Palestine made on
14 November 1989. We recognise the proclamation not only as the expression of
the continuous struggle of the heroic Palestinian people culminating in the
dntifadzh, but also es an expression of the fundsmental principle of the
self-determination of peoples enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations.
We call on all Governments of Asia and the Pacific region who have not already
done so to recognise the State of pPalesiine, in unequivocal terms and without
delay.

we particularly note and welcome the declaration by President Arafat at
the General Assembly meeting held at Geneva on 14 December 1988 in which he
recognised the right ot all States in the Middle East region to exist in peace
end security, incluaing the States of Palestine and Israel. We uphold the
Palestinians’ inalienable right of return to their homeland and their right to
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freedom end sovereignty, in the spirit of juotics and of reconciliation,
details to be negotiated between the Iuraeli Government and the PLO on the
basis of all ralevant United Nation6 resolutions.

We vigorourly renew the cal' for the early convening of the International
pPvace Conference on the Middle East in accordance with General Assembly
rescluticn 437178 of 15 December 1966 and ae reaffirmed in resolution 44/42 of
6 Decerner 1969, with participants to include the five permanent memders of
the Security Council, the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), Israel, the
Arab States party to the conflict end other aonoerned States on an equal basis
and with equal rights.. The emphasis muet be on reaching a peaceful, just and
comprehensive pnlitical settlement between Israel end independent Palestine as
defined by the Palestine National Council in tho Algiers Declaration of
independence and in all relevant United Nations resolutlons, for the mutual
advantage of all the peoples of the region and of the world. The need for the
international conference is further reinforced by the recognition of the 8tate
of Palestine by an overwhelming number of nations.

Reaffirming the international consensus that the PLO is the sole and
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, we note the great
strengthening of the consensus by the unwavering support for the PLO by the
people of the intifadah and by the uniZied national leadership of the
dotifadak. We therefore urge all Governments fully to recognise the PLO as
the sole legitimtate representative of the Palestinian people and the State of
Palestine, and to press for its participation on an equal footing with other
parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict at the International Peace Conference on
the Middle East as the representative of the Palestinian people.

We, Asian NGOs, call for the immediate end to the military oacupstion of
Palestine. We note with utmoet concern end indignation that the Israeli
repression, including Killing, wounding. especially of women end children,
mass arrests end detentions, aumolitic: of homes, expulsions, starvation,
uprooting of trees, confiscation of land, closures of educational institutions
and other violations of human rights continue. The fact that they have less
media coverage arises not f.om any lessening of repression but because the
media are prevented from reporting and cam be penalised for doing so by the
Israeli authorities. We nevertheless demand that wmedia from all countries
make every effort to cover and report events in occupied Palestine.

We cell for effectivm international political and economic pressure on
Israel to make it comply h ItS obligation6 under the Fourth Geneva
Couvention and to accept &ecurity Council resolutions. We appeal to the
Security Council to e~tablish an immediate United Nations presence in the
Palestiniun territory occupied by Israel since 1967, to bring en immediate end
to the escalating violations of human rights, to protect the Palestinian
people and to bring the perpetrators of these practices to justdce. We
strongly recommend an expansion of UNRWA's Refugee Affairs Officer Programno
as a practical expression of international concern for the protection of the
Palestinian people under occupation.

We express grave concern at the situation of the Palestiniuns in “ebanon,
call for help for them and for the streagthening of the United Nations
peacu-keeping activities in Lebanon and demand that Israel withdraw all its
military forces unconditionally to the internationally recognised boundaries
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of Lebanon in accordance with Security Council resolution 509 (1992) of

6 June 1992. We wish to alert the world to the illegal diversion to Israel
via subterranean channels of the waters from the Lebanese Litani and Hasbani
Rivers. The result will be the desertification of the ricis farmland of South
Lebanon, the evacuation of the population and, we fear, the formal
incorporation of South Lebanon into "Greater Israel”. We express our
appreciation for the peace efforts of the Arab League in resolving the crisis
in Lebanon and particularly in assisting the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon.

We strongly uphold the forces of peace in lIsrael that suppor. the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East and an independe:t
Palestinian State. We etrongly condemn the penalising of Israeli peace
activities. We express support for those growing numbers of Israeli citisens
who refuse military Service in occupied Palestine and other occupied Arab
territories, and we call upon the Israeli Government to recognise the right of
Israelis tv conscientious objection. We urge the Israeli Parliament to repeal
Amendment No. 2 of August 1986 the So-called “anti-terrorism” law, which
prohibits contact between Israeli citizens and representatives of the PLO.

We Strongly condemn the propoued new Amendment No. 3 to the above law,
which threatens charitable irstitutions, anu urge the Israeli parliament not
to pass it as it would provide arbitrary and dictatorial powers of
confiscation of the assets of charitable and educational NGOs and close to
them all avenues to aid from international Sources. We call for an urgent
international campaign against that amendment by Governments, NGOs and all
peace-loving peoples.

We Strongly condemn the Israeli practice of closing schools and
kindergartens in occupied Palestine since the beginning of the intifadah and
the continuous closures of Palestinian universities. We urgently call for
international pressure to bear on the Israeli Goverrment to immediately reopen
all scheols and universities and to stop this deplorable form of collective
punishment. We urge the United Nations to implement its own resolutions,
including sanctions thetr will ask the Qovernments of thoee Member State6 to
reconsider their offieial, social, cultural and educational exchange
programmes with Israel as well as grants or other educational facilities it
gives to Israel, as long as lIsrael fails to respect the basic right of the
Palestinian community to provide education for its children.

We call upon all NGOs to establish contact with and extend support to
fellow NGOs in occupied Palestine, especially related to human rights, women,
health, labour, children and education.

We call upon all Asian NGOs to monitor the relationships among Asian
governmental and private institutions and Israeli governmental and private
institutions, particularly in the areas of trade, labour, armaments and
intelligence-gathering.  We urge NGOs to publicise these linkages and to take
collective action against them, including organising boycotts of Israeli
products regardless of exporting or mediating country.

We declare that the policies and practices of zionism and Israel are

forms of racism. We appeel to the United Nations to consider impositions of
mandatory sanctions against these racist policies and practices.
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We call upon all Asian NGOs to appeal to their respective Govermments to
bring greater pressure upon the United States to end its unconditional aupport
for Israel. We express our satisfaction with the PLO/United Btates dialogue
at Tunis although the pace of this dialogue is very slow. We call upon the
United States to advance the level of this dialogue to lead to early convening
of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East. Further, we appeal
to Asian NdOs to seise any opportunity to exprees their opposition to the
United States Govermment's unqualified oupport (financial and otherwige) for
Israeli policies that violate Palestinian human rights. 8pecifically we call
on NGOs to organise popular campaign@, vigils or eit-ins directed at United
States embassies and its other governmental institutions. Such campaigns
could also be directed at other Govermments that lend eupport for Israeli
policies against Palestinians.

We support the Security Council resolution that condemns illegal
settlement in occupied Palestine, and we opposb any action by States or
individuals that lend support to illegal settlement in occupied Palestine. We
call upon all Qovernments that permit Jewish emigration to provide sufficient
guarantees to ensure that those emigrants do not settle in the territory of
occupied Palestine.

We request all Asian Qovernmente to support the important role of NGOs in
Asia in mobilising public opinion and to extend financial and other assistance
to these organisations so that they can more effectively support the struggle
of the Palestinian people.

We consider the formation of the Asiar Regional’ Co-ordinating Committee
of NGOs to be a significant step in the mobiliszation of public opinion
throughout Asia in eupport of the rights of the Palestinian people. We ask
the United Nations to extend every eupport possible to ensure the firm
foundation and functioning of the Co-ordinating Committee. The Asian Regional
Co-ordinating Committee looks forward to close co-operation wita the
International Co-ordinating Committee and the other regional Co-ordinating
Committees to maximise the effectiveness of the NGO network in support of the
rights of the Palestinian people.

We thank the Committee on the EXxercise of the Inalienable Righta of the
Palestinian People for convening this meeting and we greatly appreciate the
presence of the Members and Observers of the Committee. We thank the Division
for Palestinian Rights and all of the United Nations Secretariat, including
the intepretere who assisted in this meeting. We express our appreciation to
the distinguished experts who spoke here and to the preseance and contribution
of members of the International Co-ordinating Committee. All those mentioned
here contributed greatly to the success of our meeting.

We sincerely thank the people and Govermment of Malaysia fer welcoming us

to Kuala Lumpur, for their warm hospitality and for the excellent facilities
they placed at our disposal.
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ANNEX IV
Conclusions and recommendations adoptewu by the Twenty-fourth
United Nations Seminar on the Quesgtion of Palestine
(Buenos Aires, 5 to 9 February 1990)

1. The Twenty-fourth United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine (Fourth
Latin American and Caribbean Regional Seminar), on the topic “The inalienable
rights of the Palestinian. people”, was held jointly with the First United Nations
Latin American and Caribbean Regional NGO Symposium on the Question of Palestine at
Buenos Aires from 5 to 9 February 1990, ia accordance with the terms of Qeneral
Assembly resolution 44741 B of 6 December 1969.

2. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinan
People was represented by a delegation comprising Mr. Oscar Oramas-Olive (Cuba),
head of the delegation and Seminar Chairman; Mr. Alexander Borg-Olivier (Malta),
who served as Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur of the Seminar) Mr. Dragoslav Pejic
(Yugoslavia), Vice-Chairman of the Seminar) and, Mr. 2uhdi Labib Terzi (Permanent
Observer of Palestine).

3. A total of 9 meetings were held and 14 panelists presented papers on selected
aspects of the question of Palestine. Representatives of 34 Governments,
Palestine, 2 United Nations organs, 3 United Nations specialised agencies and
bodies, 2 intergovernmental organisations and 27 non-governmental organisations
attended the Seminar.

4.  The joint event was opened by Mr, Oramas-Olive and a welcoming address was
made by H.E. Dr. Alfredo Carim Yoma, Secretary of State of Spocial Affairs in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Wors).ip of Argentina.

5. A message from the Secretary-Qcneral of the United Nations was read out by his
representative the Chief of the Division for Palestinian Rights. Mr, Orsmas-Olive
also addressed the meeting, as did Mr. Ahmad Sobeh, representative of Palestine in
Brasil, who read out a message from Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Executive
Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO).

6. Further statements were made by Mr. Oremas-Oliva on behalf of the fgecial
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, Mr. Virendra Qupta
on behalf of the Special Committee against Apazthedd, Mr. Sufian Barazi on behalf
of the League of Arab States and Mr. Pejic on behalf of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries.

7. The Seminar and Symposium participants adopted a message to Mr. Arafat as well
as a motion of thanks to the Qovernment and people of Argentina. They also adopted
a message to the Foreign Minister of Israel deploring that two Palestinians from
the occupied territory had not been issued travel permits by the Israeli

authorities and were thus unable to attend the meeting.

6. The three panels that were established and the panelists were as fc¢llowst
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Panel I: (a) "The urgency of convening the International Peace Conference on
the Middle Bast"; (b) "The intifadah in the occupled Palestinian territory and its
impact on the achievement of a comprehensive settlement of the Middle East
conflict”: * Archbishop Halarien Capucci (Palestinian), Mr. Pedro Catella
(Argentina), Mr. Amos Kenan (lIsrael), Mr. Luciano Osorio Rosa (Brazil),

Mr. Isam Kamel (Palestinian), Mrs. Francisca Sauquillo (Spain), Mr. Ricardo Valero
(Mexico) and H.E. Mr. Alberto Velasco-San José (Cuba);

Panel II: "The role of the Palestine Liberation Organirstion in the social,
cultural, economic and political development of the Palestinian people”:
Mr. Wedjan Al-Borno (Palestinian))

Panel III:t "The mobilisation of public opinion in the Latin American and
Caribbean regions for the realisation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people”8 Mr. Thomas W. Gittens (Guyana), Mr. Jean-Marie Lambert (Office of the
International Co-ordinating Committee for Non-Govermmental Organisations on the
Question of Palestine), Mr. Carlos Pach& (Argentina), Mr. Manual Felipe Sierra
(Venesuela) and Mr. William Waack (Brazil).

9. The report of the Seminar, including summaries of the proceedings, has been
issued as a publication of the Division for Palestinian Rights.

10. The conclusions and recommendations adopted by the Seminar are as follows!

Conclusions and recommendations

(a) The participants in the Seminar expressed their conviction that
recent developments regarding the Arab-Israeli conflict and its core, the
guestion of Palestine, have created a new momentum for bringing about a
solution to this complicated and dangerous conflict on the basis of the
resolutions of the United Nations and within its framework. These
developments are mainly due to the courageous and determined struggle of the
Palestinian people to attain and exercise its inalienable rights, primarily
the right to self-determination, as dramatically manifested by the continuing
Palestinian uprising, the Aintifadah, in the occupied Palestinian territory.
The present international climate, the political will to resolve regional
conflicts in a peaceful way through negotiations within the framework of the
United Nations, is especially conducive to the achievement of a comprehensive,
just and lasting settlement of the question of Palestine. It is imperative
that this historic opportunity not be missed and that efforts be redoubled in
1990 to overcome remaining obstacles so that the process of negotiations can
be initiated without delay.

(b) The prrticipants in the Seminar, in reviewing developments
concerning the question of Palestine, welcomed the decisions adopted by the
Palestine National Council (PNC) at Algiers in November 1998 and the
constructive position outlined by Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Executive
Committee of the PLO, in his address to the Qeneral Assembly at Geneva on
13 December 1988. These developments, which led to the adoption of resolution
43/176 on 15 December 1955, became important landmarks in the international
endeavours aimed at achieving a just settlement of the question of Palestine.
The Seminar also noted with satisfaction the adoption of General Assembly
resolution 44742 of 6 December 1989. The participants were greatly encouraged
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by the vote on this balanced and comprehensive resolution, which was supported
by an even larger number of States, iacluding Latin American and Caribbean
States, and for the first time, almost all Western States, all members of the
European Community. This important development once again reflected the
overwhelming support of the international community for the convening of the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East, with the participation of
all parties to the conflict, including the PLO, on an equal footing, and the
five permanent members of the Security Council, based on Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 336 (1973) and the legitimate national right.3 of
the Palestinian people, primarily the right to self-determination.

(c) The participants welcomed the fact that the Qovernment of the United
States of America had opened a dialogue with the PLO and emphasised that the
scope of such a dialogue should be expanded to include the consideration in a
constructive manner of substantive issues so as to enhance the process of
negotiations leading to a just and lasting solution to the question of
Palestine,

(a) The participants in the Seminar welcomed efforts by Israelis and
Palestinians to engage in direct dialogue and joint activities as a way of
promoting mutual understanding, as well as a process of recoaciliation between
the two sides and the creation of a climate more conducive to negotiations.
They appreciated the recent initiative “1990, Time for Peace’: of 29 to
31 December 1969 in Jerusalem, where many persons, including Israelis and
Palestinians, demonstrated in support of peaceful negotiations, respect of
civil and human rights and in support of the two States/tw» peoples
principle. The participants considered that the United Nations should offer
its good offices and organise appropriate activities to bring together
Palestinians and Israelis under its auspices.

(e) The participants noted that there existed a wide measure of
agreement within the international community that a comprehensive, just and
lasting settlement in the Middle East should be based on the principles
outlired in General Assembly resolutions 437176 and 44/42, namely, withdrawal
of Israel from the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including
Jerusalem, and from the other Arab territories; acknowledgement of and respect
for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of all
the States in the region, including Israel and Palestine, and their right to
live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries! and finally, a
satisfactory solution of the Palestinian problem based on the recognition ¢4
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, primarily the right to
self-determination and the establishment of an independent Palestinian State
in the occupied Palestinian territory.

(£) The participants expressed serious concern at the continued grave
violations by Israel, the occupying Power, of the human rights of the civilian
population in the occupied Palestinian territory, causing even greater
suffering to the Palestinian people under occupation with far-reaching
socio-economic, demographic and emotional consequences. The entire
international community, as represented at the United Nations, has repeatedly
declared that the Israeli policies and practices against the Palestinians in
the occupied Palestinian territory are in violation of the provisions of the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, of 12 August 1949, which is fully binding on Israel, a party to the
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Ccnvsntion, and also contrary to United Nations resolutions and to the
generally recognised norms of international law. A matter of special concern
for the participants was the suffering inflicted on Palestinian women and
children as a result of the brutal Israeli practices. In the Gasa Strip,
particularly, new measurss to control the movement of individuals produced
inhumane and intolerable conditions.

(¢) The process of Israeli colonisation of the Palestinian territory, as
manifested in the continued establishment of settlements, usurpation of land
and water resources, and the brutality of settler vigilantism, was
unequivocally rejected and coudemned by the participants. They noted with
appreciation that the entire international community had vigorously opposed
the Israeli policy of establishing settlements in the occupied Palestinian
territory. which was in contravention of the fourth Geameva Convention, and
stressed that Israel bore full responsibility for these illegal practices.
The participants noted the expected increase in the number of Jewish
immigrants to Israel and deplored the recent statements by the Government of
Israel regarding the settlement of those immigrants in the occupied
Palestinian territory. Any such action will be illegal and will complicate
the attainment of a just and comprehensive settlement of the question of
Palestine. The participants appealed to Governments to ensure that members of
the Jewish community emigrating to Israel were not used as a tool to
perpetuate lIsraeli occupation of Palestinian territory.

(h) The participants were of the view that the Palestinian intifadah was
a clear manifestation of the popular, democratic expression of the collective
will of the Palestinian people under lIsraeli occupation that has given the
struggle of the Palestinian people its hitherto suppressed identity, moral
Ascendancy and political maturity. The intifadah, now in its third year,
embraces three dimensions: the overt and visible and fearless resistance to
the Israeli occupation and the indivisibility of the Palestinian people and
its sole and legitimate leadership, the PLO; the opportunity for social
transformation and nation-building as the embodiment of statehood through the
establishment of authentic, alternative popular infrastructure of the
Palestinian society; and, finally, the intifadah was instrumental in bringing
About A clear-cut political articulation and direction as manifested through
the PNC decisious of November 1988. The participants supported the view
expressed by the Secretary-Qeneral that the message of the Antifadah was
direct and unequivocal, namely, that the Israeli occupation, which had been I n
effect for 22 years, was unacceptable and would continue to be rejected, and
that the Palestinian people were committed and determined to exercise their
legitimate political rights, including self-determination, no matter what the
price would be for attainment of their objective.

(1) The Seminar Appealed to the international community and, in
particular, to the Security Council to take urgent measures to ensure physical
protection of the Palestinian people under occupation and to guarantee the
safety and security and the legal and human rights of the Palestinian people
in all the territories under Israeli occupation. They urged the Security
Council to take into account the gravity of the acts of viole-ce, human rights
violations, including the so-called policy of “transfer” or deportation of
Palestinians, which has beun repeatedly condemned by the Security Council and
the General Assembly, and other forms of repression by Israeli authorities
against Palestinian civilians in the occupied Palestinian territory, and to
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assume and discharge its responsibilities and ensure protection of the
Palestinian people under occupation.. The gacticipants stressed de jure
applicability of the Gemeva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, and demanded that Israel abide by the Convention.

(3) The participants welcomed the courageous steps taken by the
Palestinians Auring the intifadah to end the Israeli occupation and to set up
an alternative infrastructure that could be used as a foundation for an
independent and sovereign State of Palestine. The Seminar considered that
intensified efforts towards genuine development of the occupied Palestinian
territory, with the close involvement of the Palestinian people through its
representative, the PLO, were a necessary corollary to renewed efforts to
achieve a political solution of the question of Palestine.

{(x) The participants appealed to the Qovernment of Israel to respond
positively to the peace initiative by the PLO, which has been welcomed and
praised by the international community. aisrael should recognize that it could
no longer ignore the national aspirations of the Palestinians and deny them
their inalienable rights, in partienlar, their right to self-determination.
The Seminar considered that the steps proposed by the Israeli Qovernment were
inadequate, since they did not include interim measures vi protection for the
Palestinian people and measures that would ensure th=t Palestinians would be
enabled to exercise fully their right to self-determination. The participants
called upon lIsrael to respond posicively and with courage to international
efforts aimed at a just and lasting political settlement of the question of
Palestine, which would be of benefit to all parties concerned, including the
international community as a whole.

(1) The Seminar took note with appreciation of the continuing endeavours
by the Secretary-Gemeral to advance the peace process, including the prospects
for convening the International Peace Conference on the Middle Bast. The
participants in the Seminar urged the Security Council to expedite the
convening of the International Peace Conference and to adopt interim measures,
including the deployment of a United Nations peace-keeping force to safeguard
the physical security of the people of the occupied Palestinian territory and
to bring about stability in the region pending agreement on a final
comprehensive settlement.

(m) The Seminar strongly endorsed the persistent efforts of the
Committes on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
to secure universal recognition of the inalienable national rights of the
Palestinian people, and urged the international community to sustain and
strengthen their support for the Committee’s activities and, in particular,
its efforts aimed at facilitating the convening of the International Peace
Conference on the Middle East.

(n) The Seminar took note with appreciatior of the activities of the
Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat and of its commitment to
work, under the guidance of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People, towards the attainment of a just,
comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle East, which would, intex alia.
ensure the exercise by the Palestinian people of its inalienable rights.
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(o) The participants in the Seminar were of the view that the United
Nations should undertake additional efforts to disseminate factual and
up-to-date information on the question of Palestine and on the measures
required for the achievement of a just settlement to the question of
Palestine. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People and the Division for Palestinian Rights have an important
role to play in the collection and dissemination of such information. For its
part, the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat should make
every effort to ensure that accurate information on the question of Palestine
receive6 the widest possible dissemination.

(p) The Seminar notod with appreciation the steps taken by the countries
members of the European Community in promoting the convening of the
International Peace Conference and in providing increased assistance to the
Palestinian people.

(g) The Seminar noted with appreciation the sustained and continuing
support by the Qovernments and peoples of the Latin American and Caribbean
region for the exercise by the Palestinian people of its legitimate national
rights and for the convening of the International Peace Conference on the
Middle East. The position of these States was one of solidarity with and
support for the struggle of the Palestinian people for an independent State of
Palestine and for the exercise of its inalienable rights. In this context the
Seminar stressed the importance of the establishment by Qovernments of Latin
American and Caribbean States of diplomatic representation with the PLO as the
representative of the Palestinian people or upgrading of existing
arrangements, as the case may be, as a manifestation of solidarity of the
countries of the region with the people of Pailestine. At the same time, the
participants stressed that it was of utmost importance that all States in the
Latin American and Caribbean region be unanimous in their support for the
United Nations resolutions establishing the path for a comprehensive, peaceful
solution to the question of Palestine. The participants in the Seminar, in
particular, expressed their appreciation to the Qovernment of the Republic of
Argentina for its support of the cause of the Palestinian people and for the
consistent support it has given to the question of Palestine at the United
Nations.

(r) The participants noted that Argentina was home to sizeable
communities of Jews and Arabs who had arrived in various waves of
immigration. They had prospered in peaceful coexistence. practising their
religion, their traditions and their own customs, thus providing an excellent
model for the people of Israel and Pelestine to live together in peace and
prosperity, The participants expressed their warm appreciation to the
Government and the people of the Republic of Argentina for providing a venue
for the Latin American and Caribbean Regional Seminar and NGO Symposium on the
Question of Palestine and for the facilities and warm hospitality extended to
them. This meeting constituted an important contribution to the peace process
related to the Middle East conflict and to the question of Palestine in
particular.
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ANNEX V

Declaration adopted by the First United Nations Latin American and
Caribbean Regional NGO Symposium on the Question of pPalestine

(Buenos Aires, 5 to 8 February 1990)

1. The First United Nations Latin American and Caribbean Regional NGO Symposium
on the Question of Palestine, on the theme “The inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people”, was held at Buenos Aires from 5 to 8 February 1990, in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 44/41 B of 6 December 1989. The
Symposium was held in part together with the Twenty-fourth United Nations Seminar
on the Question of Palestine, which took place from 5 to 9 February 1990.

2. In addition to the panels held jointly with the Seminar, two workshops
specifically related to non-governmental organisations (NGO) activities were
established to consider the following topics:

(&: “Mobilisation and networking by non-governmental organisations to ensure
the protection of, and promote assistance to, the Palestinian people under Israeli
occupation”;

{b) “Non-governmental organizations activities to further mobilise public
opinion for the realiaation eof the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people™.

3.  The symposium participants adopted a declaration and action-oriented proposal
emanating from the workshops and elected an Interim Latin American and Caribbean
Co-ordinating Committee for NGos on the Question of Palestine. Together with that
of the Seminar, the report of the Symposium has been issued as a publication of the
Division for Palestinian Rights.

4. The NGOs participating in the Symposium adopted the following declaration:

Declaration

We, the Latin American non-governmental organisations (NGOs) meeting in
the City of Buenos Aires from 5 to 9 February 1990, in the first United
Nations Latin American and Caribbean Regional Seminar and NGO Symposium on the
Question of Palestine, on the theme "The inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people”, declare our support for the struggle of the Palestinian people for
independence and national liberation, in exercise of its rights to
self-determination, as expressed in the heroic popular uprising, the
intifadab, and through the diplomatic efforts deployed by the Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO), its sole and legitimate representative.

We welcome the declaration of independence of the State of Palestine
adopted by the Palestine National Council at its historic meeting at Algiers
on 15 November 1988. We urge all Governments of Latin America and the
Caribbean to recognise the independent Palestinian State forthright and
without delay. As a prior step, we call for the opening of diplomatic
missions of Palestine.
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We point out that despite the considerable progress achieved at the
international level in terms of peace, dialogue and co-operation, the question
of Palestine continues to be one of the key aonflicte threatening world peace
and is still awaiting a peaceful, just and lastirg solution, despite the
positive Palestinian peace proposals.

We reaffirm our commitment to continue working within the framework of
the relevant resolutions adopted by the United Nations, in particular General
Assembly resolutions 437176 of 15 December 1988 and 44742 of 6 December 1989,
which were adopted by an overwhelming majority of 151 Member States.

We stress the importance of the role the United Nations can play in any
peace process, recalling its contribution that culminated in the full
independence of the Namibian people, which can serve as a source of
inspiration for the Middle East.

We call upon the uUnited Nations to take urgently all possible measures
that will permit effect ‘to be given to the whole body of resolutions adopted
on the question of Palestine.

We support the convening of the International Peace Conference on the
Middle East, under the auspices of the United Nations, with the participation
of all parties involved in the conflict, including the PLO, on an equal
footing, and of the five permanent members of the Security Council.

We empress our appreciation of the declaration by President Yasser Arafat
at the meeting of the General Assembly held at Gemeva on 13 December 1988, in
which he recognised the right of all States in the region to e=xist in peace
and security, within secure and internationally recognised borders.

We call for the withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian territory
occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, as well as from all other occupied
Arab territories.

we pronounce ourselves in favour of resolving the problem of the
Palestinian refugees within the framework of the relevant resolutions of the
United Nations and condemn any attempt to expel the Palestinians from their
land.

We call for the immediate and total dismantling of the Jewish settlements
established in the occupied territories since 1967 and condemn any policy
designed to continue establishing new settlements.

We call upon Govermments end the competent international organisations to
take measures to prevent lIsrael from settling Jewish immiqrante from the
Soviet Union and other countries ix the Palestinian territory occupied by
Israel, as the lIsraeli Prime Minister Y. Shamir has stated that they may be.
We warn that bringing in new settlers will have tarmful consequences for the
Palestinians in the occupied territories, and recall that, imter alla. the
Government Of the United States of America and the Government of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics have made official statements opposing it.
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We firmly reject all diversionary attempts or manoeuvres by the Israeli
Qovernment and others to set obstacles in the way of negotiations for the
establishment of the independent State of Palestine on Palestinian land.

We express our rejection and our strongest condemnation of the repressive
methods and practices employed by the State of Israel against the Palestinian
people. These have increased in extent and magnitude, affecting all sectors
of the Palestinian population. The killings, beatings, mass arrests,
expulsions, detention in concentration camps, sexual violence and imposition
of curfews especially affect women and children and must end immediately.

We call for the immediate cessation of the policy of demolition of
Palestinian housing, deforestation, confiscation of land and property, and the
banning of sowing and harvesting.

We call £nar an immediate end to the press censorship as well as the
imposition of penalties on these media which report the brutalities of the
1epression to which the Palestinians are subjected. The purpose of this
censorship is to silence and weaken the international condemnation of these
practices.

We call on the Israeli parliament not to adopt Amendment No. 3 of
August 1989 to the Prevention of Terrorism Ordinance, which would give the
State arbitrary powers to confiscate income and properties from the NGOs and
would reduce the possibility of their receiving aid from international sources.

We reaffirm our support for the heroic struggle of the Palestinian people
under the leadership of the PLO, its sole and legitimate representative, and
for ies unified national leadership, the protagonist of the intifadah, which
has entered its victorious third year.

Wo call for effective international political and economic pressure on
Israel to make it comply with its obligations under the Gemeva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons iix. Time of War, of
12 August 1949, and accept United Nations resolutions.

We appeal to the Security Council to take the appropriate measures to
ensure the necessary United Nations presence for the protection of the
Palestinian people and to put an end to the human rights violations in the
occupied territory and to bring the perpetrators of these practices to justice.

We recommend an expansion of the Refugee Affairs Officer Programme of the
Uuidted Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
as a practical expression of international concern for the protection of the
Palestinian people under occupation.

We also request that the spacialized agencies of the United Nations pay
greater attention to the Palestinian question, including by admitting the
State of Palestine as a member, which will allow for an intensive exchange
with the PLO and Palestinian NGOs with the aim of ensuring adequate coverage
of needs in such sectors as education, health and developme.t, without any
control by Israel.
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We condemn Icrael’s policy of closing Palestinian educational
establishments in the occupied territories and all attempt6 to deprive
children and young people of access to education. This practice is an insult
to those norms which should govern the workings of a aivilised eoaiety and
violates a basic human right and we call for the immediate and unconditional
reopening of all Palestinian educational establishments in the occupied
territories.

We request Latin American and Caribbean educational eetabliehmeate that
maintain co-operation proqrsssnee with their Israeli counterparts to reconsider
the terms of such co-operation se loag as measures restricting education in
the occupied territories remain in effect.

We warmly greet all peace-loving forces in Israel, and in the Jewish
community abroad, that work vigorously in favour of the International Peace
Conference and for the independent Palestinian State, under difficult
conditions. We condemn the repression to which Israeli activists who advocate
dialogue end peace have be&n subjected and the punishments meted out to
Israeli soldiers who refuoed to suppress Palestinians in the occupied
territories.

We welcome and support the initiative “1990, Time for Peace” taken by the
European Peace Movement, the NGO&, Palestinians and Israeli peace-loving
forces, which demonstrated for peace from 28 to 30 December 1989, and we
deplore the repression to which the Israeli, Palestinian, European and
American Participants were subjected.

We call upon Govermments that co-operate with Israel in the arms field,
especially the United States of America, to cease to do so and we denounce the
danger posed to world peace and security by the collaboration between South
Africa and Israel in the nuclear sphere.

We call upon the Governments of Latin American and Caribbean countries to
consider the possibility of applying economic, cultural and other sanctions
against Israel as lomg as that country persists in its practice of violating
the human rights of the Palestinian people.

We denounce the practices of the Government £ Israel in Latin America,
which take the form of indiscriminate arms sales, the training of repressive
groups, co-operation with dictatorial regimes =amd involvement in practices
aimed at the destabilisation of democratic Governments.

We call upon NGOs to work for dialogue and understanding among the Arab
and Jewish communities in Latin America with a view to making a contribution
to the peace process in the Middle East.

We request the Governments of Latin American and Caribbean countries to
support the work of NGOs involved in promoting a just and lasting solution to
the question of Palestine.

We express our concern at the lack of information in Latin America on the
guestion of Palestine, which hampers efforts to counter the systematic
disinformation campaign orchestrated by pressure groups allied with the
Israeli Goverament, and we request the United Nations to disseminate more
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information. We encourage also all mass media in the region to provide better
coverage about the Middle East problem.

We consider that the establishment of a Latin American and Caribbean
regional NGO committee on the question of Palestine wiil be a significant step
in the mobilization of public opinion for the achievement of a just and
lasting solution of the problem under comsideration. In this connection we
seek maximum support from the United Nations and from the International
Co-ordiaating Committee and other regional committees.

We thank the Committea on the Bxercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People and the Divisioa for Palestinian Rights for having convened
this meeting. We also thank the Govermment of Argentina for the hospitality
it has shown to us and the facilities it placed at our disposal.
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ANNEX VI

Conglusions and recommendations adopted by the Iwenty-fifth
United Nations Semirnar on the Quastion of Palestiae
(Freetown, 2 to 6 April 1990)

1. The Twenty-fifth United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine (Sixth
African Regional Seminar), on the topic "The inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people”, was held jointly with the Third United Nations African Regional NGO
Symposium on the Question of Palestine at Freetown from 2 to 6 April 1990, in
accordance with the terms of Gemeral Assembly resolution 44741 B of 6 December 1989.

2. The cummittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People was represented by a delegation comprising:s Mrs. Absa Claude Diallo
(Senegal), head of the delegation and Seminar Chairman; Mr., Guennadi I. Oudovenko
(Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic); Mr. Tom Obaleh Aargbo (Sierra Leomne) who
served as Rapporteur; Mr. Chinmaya Gharekhan (India); and Mr. 2uhdi Labib Tersi
(Permanent Observer of Palestine).

3. Seven meetings were held and 16 panelists presented papers on selected aspects
of the question of Palestine, Representatives of 14 Goveruments, Palestine, United
Nations organs, United Nations specialised agencies and bodies, international
organisations as well as non-governmental organisatione attended the Seminar.

4, The joint event was opened by Mrs. Dialle and a welcoming address was made by
The Hon. Alhaji Dr. Abdul RKarim Koroma, Foreign Minister of Sierra Leone. A
message from the Secretary-General of the United Nations was read out by his
representative, the Chief of the Division for Paleetinian Rights. Mrs. Diallo also
addressed the meeting, as did Dr. Morad Whaled, President of the Afro-Asian
People’s Solidarity Organiaation, on behalf of the Africam non-governmental
orgaaisatione. Mr. S. H. Qerjawi, Ambassador of Palestine in Sierra Leone, read
out a meseage from Mr. Yaeser Arafat, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
Palestine Liberation Organiaation.

5. Further statements were made by the f£ollowings Mr. Rargbo on behalf of the
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;
Mr. Oudovenko, Vice-Chairman of the Special Committee against Apartheid:

Mr. Nabil Marouf, Assistant Becretary-General of the Organisation of the 1slamic
Conference; and Mr. Nquuqg Etish Mowotsh of the Organiaation of African Unity.

6. The participants in the Seminar and Symposium adopted a message to Mr. Arafat
as well as a mot}on of thanks to the Government and people of Sierra Leome. They
also adopted a message to the Foreign Minister of Israel deeply regretting that a
travel permit had not been issued by the Israeli authorities to a Palestinian from
the occupied territory who had been invited as a panellet.

7. The three panels that were established and their pane:ists were as follows:

Panel It (a) "The urgency of convening the International Peace Conference on
the Middle Rast"; (b) "The intifadah in the occupied Palestinian territory and its
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impact on the achinvement of a comprehensive settlement of the Middle East
conflict” ¢+ Mr. Vital Belle (Congo), Mr. Benjamin Beit-Hallami (Israel),

Mr. Yehia El-Gamal (Egypt), H.E. Mr. Latyr Kamara (Senegal),

Mr. Moibo Noumoudion Kouyate (Mali), Senator Michael Lanigan (lreland),

Mr. Andrew Seleke (ANC), Mr. A. 8. zasypkin (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
and Mr. Salah 2uheikeh (Palestinian);

Panel IXI: “The role of the Palestine Liberation Orqauiaation in the social,
cultural, economic and political develcpment of the Palescinian people™:
Mr. Jinnies lesa Atrash (Poiestinian);

Panel III: “The mobilisation of public opinion in the African region for the
realisation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people”;
Mr. Farouk Abu Eissa (Sudan), Dr. Bukar Bukaramke (Nigeria), Mr. Gipu Felix-Qeorge
(Sierra Leone), Mr. Ahmed Gore Ebrahim (PAC), Mr. Mikko Lohikoski (Finland) and
Mr. Lamine Jawara (Gambia).

6. The report of the Seminar, including summaries of the proceedings, has been
issued as a publication of the pivision for Palestinian Rights.

9. The conclusions and tocommendations adopted by the Seminar are as follower

Conclusions and recommendations

(a) The participants in the Seminar expressed their conviction that recent
developments regarding the Arab-Israeli conflict and its core, the question of
Palestine, have created a new momentum for bringing about a solution to this
complicated and dangerous conflict on the basis of the resolutions of the United
Nations and within its framework. The courageous and determined struqqgle of the
Palestinian people to attain and exercise its inalienable rights, primarily the
right to self-determination, has been dramatically manifested in the continuing and
intensified Palestinian uprising, the jigtifadah, in the occupied Palectinian
territory as wall as in the Palestinian peace initiative proclaimed in
November 1988. The present international climate, which is characterized by the
political will to resolve regional conflicts in a peaceful way through negotiations
within the framework of the United Nations, is especially conducive to the
achievement of a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the question of
Palestine. It is imperative that this historic opportunity not be missed and that
efforts be redoubled in 1990 to overcome remaining obstacles so that the process of
negotiations within the context of the International Peace Conference on the Middle
East can be initiated without further delay.

(b) The participants in the Seminar noted with appreciation the sustained and
continuing support by the Governments and peoples of the African region for the
exercise by the Palestinian people of its legitimate national rights and for the
convening of the International peace Conference on the Middle East. The position
of these States, as manifested in the declarations and resolutions of the
Organisation of African Unity (oau), was one of solidarity with and support for the
struggle of the Palestinian people for an independent State of Palestine and for
the exercise of its inalienable rights. In this context, the participants stressed
the importance of intensified Afro-Arab relations both bilaterally and within the
framework of OAU and the Laaque of Arab States (LAS). They asked, in particular,
the Palestine Liberation Organixation to intensify and enhance the level of its
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relations with the African States. The Seminar welcomed the recognition of the
State of Palestine proclaimed by the Palestine National Council (®NC) in
November -1988, by many African Goveraments as a manifestation of solidarity of the
countries of the region with the people of Palestine. At the same time, it
expressed concern about resuming diplomatic ties with Israel by some African
States.

(c) The participants in the Seminar, in reviewing development6 concerning the
qguestion of Palestine, welcomed the decisions adopted by the PNC at Algiers in
November 1966 as reflected in its Political Communique and the constructive
position taken by Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
Palestine Liberation Organisation, in his address to the general Assembly at Genava
on 13 December 1966, which presented the Paleetinian peace initiative. These
developments had led to the adoption of Assembly resolution 437176 of
15 December 1988 and have become important landmarks in the international
endeavours aimed at achieving a just settlement of the question of Palestine. The
Seminar also noted with great satisfaction the adoption of general Aesembly
resolution 44s42 of 6 December 1969. The participants were greatly encouraged by
the vote on thie balanced and comprehensive reselution (151 votes in favour,

3 against and 1 abstention), which was supported by aa even larger number of State6
including all member States of OAu, and for the first time, by all States members
of the European Community. This important development once again reflected the
overwhelming support of the international community for the convening of the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East, with the participation of all
parties to the conflict, including the Palestine Liberation Organisation, on an
equal footing, and the five permanent members of the Security Council. In order to
realise, inter alia, the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian people,
primarily the right to self-determination, the Conference should be convened on the
basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967), 338 (1973) and other relevant
resolutions. The participants noted with regret that the negative poasitiom of a
permanent member of the Security Councii and another State, party to the conflict,
had obstructed the implementation of General Assembly resolution 44/42 of

6 December 1989.

(d) The participants noted that there existed a wide measure of agreement
within the international community that a comprehensive, just and lasting
settlement in the Middle Eaet should be based on the principle6 outlined in General
Assembly resolutions 437176 of 15 December 1988 and 44/42 of 6 December 1999, and
it should include the withdrawal of leraal from the Palestinian territory occupied
since 1967, including Jerusalem, and from the other Arab terxitories;
acknowledgement of and respect for the sovereigaty, territorial integrity and
political independence of all the States in the region, including lorael and
Palestine, and their right to live in peace within secure and recognised
boundaries) and finally, a satisfectory solution of the Palestine prcblem bared om
the recognition of the inalienable rights of the Paleetinian people, primarily the
right to self-determination and the establishment of an independent Palestinjien
State in the occupied Paleetinian territory.

(e) The Seminar received reports regarding political developments in lorael
resulting from the jintifadah. The Palestinian uprising has had far-reaching
effecte on every aspoct Of Israeli potitics. Specifically, it har led to a major
government erisis and has helped the progressive forcea fighting for a just peace
to engage in dialogue and joint activities with the Palestiniams as a way to
promote mutual understanding and reconciliation and to break down prejudice8 and
stereotypes. The participants warmly appreciated the demonstratioa at Jerusalem
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“1990, Time for Peace", held from 29 to 31 December 1989, where many persons
including Israelis and Palestinians supported peaceful negotiations, respect for
civil and human rights and the "two peoples, two States" principle. They
considered that the United Nations should offer its good offices and organise
appropriate activities to bring together Palestinians and Israelis under its
auspices.

(£) The participants expressed serious concern at the continued grave
violations by Israel, the occupying Power, of the human rights of the civilian
population in the occupied Palestinian territory, causing even greater suffering to
the Palestinian people under occupation, with far-reaching emotional,
socio-economic and demographic consequences. The entire international community,
as represented at the United Nations, has repeatedly declared that the Israeli
policies and practices against the Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian
territory are in violation of the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to which
Israel is a High Contracting Party, and also contrary to United Nations resolutions
and to generally recognised norms of international law. The participants appealed
to the Contracting Parties to the Convention to take appropriate measures to
respect and to ensure respect for the provisions of the Convention. A matter of
special concern for the participants was the suffering inflicted on Palestinian
women and children as a result of the brutal Israeli practices. The increasead
restrictions of the movement of individuals, health and social welfare
organisations as well as the constant daily obstacles and harassments have produced
inhuman and intolerable conditions.

(g) The process of Israeli colonisation of the Palestinian territory as
manifested in the continued establishment of settlements, usurpation of land and
water resources, and the brutality of sottler vigilantism was unequivocally
rejected and condemned by the participants. They noted with appreciation that the
entire international community had vigorously opposed the Israeli policy of
establishing settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory, which was in
contravention of the fourth Genmeva Convention, and stressed that Israel bore full
responsibility for these illegal practices. The participants-noted the systematic
increase in the number of Jewish immigrants to Israel and deplored the receat
statements by the Government of Israel regarding the settlement of those immigrants
in the occupied Palestinian territory at a time when Israel &snied the Palestinians
the right to return to their homes. Any such action will be illegal and will
complicate the attainment of a just and comprehensive settlement of the question of
Palestine. The participants appealed to Governments to ensure that members of the
Jewish community emigrating to Israel were not used as tools to perpetuate and
strengthen the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territory, in conformity with the
provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Righ~s, which says
in article 12, inter alia, that the righe of everyone to liberty of movement and
freedom to choose his residence and the right of everyone to leave any country,
including his own “shall not be subject to any restrictions except those which are
provided by law, are necessary to protect national security, public order
(ordre public), public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of others, and
are consistent with the other rights recognised in the present covenant”. In this
connection, participants took note of the recent meeting of the Security Council
and its consideration of the “unlawful Israeli moves to settle the occupied
territories”. They urged the Council to condemn the settlement of immigrants in
the occupied territories, declare it illegal and consider them as a new and serious
obstacle to peace and to call upon the Israeli Government to review and abandon its
obstructionist position.
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(h} The participants were of the view that the intifadah was a clear
manifestation of the popular and democratic expression of the collective will of
ths Palestinian people under lIsraeli occupation that has given the struggle of the
Palestinian people its hitherto suppressed identity and moral ascendancy. The
Antifadah, now in its third year, embraces three dimensions: the overt, visible
and fearless resistance to the lIsraeli occupation and the indivisibility of the
Palestinian people and its sole and legitimate leadership, the Palestine Liberation
Organisation; the opportunity for social transformation and nation-building as the
embodiment of statehood through the establishment of an authentic, alternative
popular infrastructure of the Palestinian society) and, finally, the intifadah was
instrumental in bringing about a clear-cut political articulation and direction as
manifested through the PNC decisions of November 1988. The participants supported
the view ezpressed by the Secretary-General that the message of the intifadab was
direct and unequivocal, namely, that the Israeli occupation, which had been in
effect for 22 years, was unacceptable and would continue to be rejected, and that
the Palestinian people would remain committed to the exercise of its legitimate
political rights, including self-determination.

(i) The participants welcomed the fact that the Government of the United
States of America had opened a die: »gue with the Palestine Liberation Organisation
and emphasised that the level of the dialogue should be raised and its scope should
be expanded to include the consideration in a constructive manner of substantive
issues so as to enhance the process of negotiations leading to a just and lasting
solution to the question of Palestine.

(j) The Seminar participants appealed to the international community and, in
particular, to the Security Council to take urgent measures to ensure physical
protection of the Palestinian people under occupation, to guarantee the safety and
security and the legal and human rights of the Palestinian people in all the
territories under Israeli occupation. They urged the Security Council to take into
account the gravity of the acts of violence and human rights violations, including
the so-called policy of “transfer” or deportation of Palestinians, which have been
repeatedly condemned by the Security Council and the General Assembly, and other
forms of repression by Israeli authorities against Palestinian civilians in the
occupied Palestinian territory. They requested the Security Council to assume and
discharge its responsibilities and to ensure protection of the Palestinian people
under occupation. The participants ar=’ tressed tha de _jure applicability of the
Geneva Convention relative to the Prc on of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of
12 August 1949, and demanded that Israes« abide by the Convention.

(k) The participants welcomed the courageous steps taken by the Palestinians
during the jintifadah to end the Israeli occupation and to set up aa alternative
infrastructure as a foundation for an independent and sovereign State of Palestine.
The Seminar considered that intensified efforts towards genuine development of the
occupied Palestinian territory, with the close involvement of the Palestinian
people through its represencative, the Palestine Liberation Organisation, were a
necessary corollary to renewed efforts to achieve a political solution of the
guestion of Palestine.

(1) The participants urged the Government of Israel to respond positively to
the peace initiative of the Palestine Liberation Organisation, which had been
welcomed and praised by the entire international community. Israel should
recognise that it could no longer ignore the national aspirations of the
Palestinians and continue to deny them their inalienable rights,. in particular,
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their right to self-determination, The Seminar considered that the steps proposed
by the Israeli Government were inadequate, since they did not include interim
measures of protection for the Palestinian people and measures that would enable
the Palestinians to exercise fully their right to self-determination. The
participants called upon Israel to respond positively to international efforts
aimed at a just and lasting political settlement of the question of Palestine,
which would be of benefit to all parties concerned, including the international
community as a whole.

(m) The Seminar participants expressed their appreciation to the
Secretary-General for his continuing endeavours to advance the peace process,
including the prospects for convening the International Peace Conference on the
Middle East. The participants in the Seminar urged the Security Council to
expedite the convening of the Conference and to adopt interim measures including
the deployment of a United Nations force to safeguard the physical security of the
people of the occupied Palestinian territory and to bring about stability in the
region pending agreement on a final and comprehensive settlement.

{n) The participants in the Seminar endorsed the persistent efforts of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalic..able Rights of the Palestinian People to
secure universal recognition of the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian
people and urged the international community to sustain and strengthen its support
for the Committee’s activities and, in particular, the Committee’s efforts aimed at
facilitating the cosvening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle Eas-.

(o) The semiaar participants took note with appreciation of the activities of
the Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat and of its commitment to
work, under the guidance of =r4 in consultation with the Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights v« the Palestinian People, towards the attainment of a
just, comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle East, which would, inter alia,
ensure the exercise by the Palestinian people of its inalienable rights. The
participants noted with appreciation that a much larger number of NGOs were
participating in the regional NGO symposia and international meetings end requested
that extra resources should be made available to cope with this work.

(p) The participants in the Seminar requested the Department of Public
Information of the Secretariat, in full co-operation with the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of tba Palestinian People and the Division for
Palestinian Rights, to continue its special infor ation programme on the question
of paler:ine and, in particular, to disseminate information on all the activities
of the United Nations system relating to the question of Palestine, to continue to
issue and update publications on the various aspects of the question of Palestine,
including; Israeli violations of the human rights of the Arab inhabitants of the
occupied territory, to expand its audio-visual material on the issue, to organise
fact-finding missions to the area for journalists and to organise regional and
national encounters for journalists.

(q) Participants drew parallels between the struggle of the Palestinian and
South African peoples. They expressed concern about the dangers emanating from the
policies pursued by the regimes of Israel and South Africa. 1n this context they

condemned the ever-increasing military and nuclear collaboration between the two
rigimes.
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(r) The participants welcomed the release of Mr. Nelson Mandela and other
political prisoners in South Africa, as well as the unbanning of the African
National Congress, the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania and other organisations.
At the same time, they urged the South African régime to imploment conditions laid
down in the unanimous declaration of the Gemeral Assembly special session against
apartheid in December 1989 so as to create a climate conducive to negotiations

aimed at eradicating apartheid.

(s) Participants congratulated the people of Namibia oON their indapendence
and paid a tribute'to their supreme sacrifice in achiaving that freedom. They
noted that the independence of Namibia was the latest proof that the legitimate
yearning of a people cannot be denied or ignored forever.

(t) Participants also noted that the process of Namibia’s independence under
United Nations supervision supported the proposal of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation to have a similar process in the occupied territories of Palestine.
They emphasised that there was a need to involve international supervision to
ensure that any peace plan to be implemented in the occupied territorles was free
and fair.

(u) The participants in the Seminar took note with appreciation of the
valuable support the Government of sierra Leone had extended over the years to the
just cause of the Palestinian people as well as of the etforts aimed at a just
solution of the question of Palestine in accordance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions. They also sxpressed their profound gratitude to the
Government and the people of Sierra Leone for providing a venue for the African
Regional Seminar and NGO Symposium on the Question of Palestine, and for the
facilities and warm hospitality extended to them.
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ANNEX VII

Daclaration adopted by the Third United Natjons African Regional
NGQ_Symposium on the Question af Palagtine
(Freetown, 2 to 5 April 1990)

1.  The Third United Nations African Regional NGO Symposium on the Quoetion of
Palestine on the theme “the inallenable rights of the Palestinian people” was hold
at Freetown from 2 to 5 April 1990. The Symposium was hold in part together with
the Twenty-fifth United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine, which teok
place from 2 to 6 April 1990.

2. In addition to the panels held jointly with the Seminar, two workshops
specifically related to non-governmental organisations (NGO) activities were
established to consider the following topics:

(a) "Mobilization and networking by NGOs to ensure the protection of, and to
promote assistance to, the Palestinian people under Israeli occupation”;

(b) “Non-governmental organisation activities to further mobilise public
opinion for the realisation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people”.

3. The NGO participants in the Symposium adopted a declaration and
action-oriented proposals emanating £zom the workshop. They also decided to extend
the term of office of the African Co-ordinating Committee for NGOs on the Question
of Palestine until the next African Regional NGO Symposium on the Question of
Palestine and to increase its membership to include one member from Sierra Leone.
Together with the report of the Seminar, the report of the Symposium has been
issued as a publication of the Division for Palestinian Rights.

4.  The NGOs participating in the Symposium adopted the following declaration8

Raclaxation

We, the non-governmental organisations (NGOs) participating in the Third
United Nations African Regional NGQ Symposium on the Question of Palestine,
convened at the Bintumani International Conference Centre from 2 to
5 April 1990 at Freetown declare our total support and solidarity with the
Palestinian people, in their struggle for full liberation.

We take this opportunity to applaud the Palestine Liberation Organisation
(FLO), the sole and authentic representative of the Palestinian people, and
reaffirm positively and unreservedly its extraordinary efforts for the
resolution of the Arab-lIsraeli conflict and its efforts to engender a new
conscience of direction to achieve a just and lasting peace and the
establishment of the independent State of Palestine.

We whole-heertedly reaffirm our support for the struggle of the

Palestinian people to exercise its legitimate and inalienable rights in the
spirit and framework of the intifadah.
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We further support all the Palestinian efforts towards a solution based
on the iniciative launched by the nineteenth extraordinary session of the
Palestine National Council, hold at Algiers from 12 to 15 November 1988, In
particular, we support the declaration of independence of the State of
Palestine as a bold and significant contribution towards the achievement of
peace in the Middle East.

We call for the immediate convening of the International Peace Conference
on the Middle East under United Natiens auspices in accordance with the
guldelines as given under the relevant United Nations resolutions,
particularly, General Assembly resolution 44/42 of 6 December 1989.

We call upon all Governments to increase pressure both politically and
economically on Israel to withdraw from the Palestinian territory occupied
since 1967, including Jerusalem, and from the other Arab territories. We urge
them to consider seriously the possibility of the use of collective economic
sanctions as a proven and effective means of pressure.

We call for the strengthening of Afro-Arab solidarity and co-operation in
support of the Palestinian cause and appeal to the African countries to
further intensify their efforts towards the achievement of the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people and the establishment of their own sovereign
and independent State.

We urge the Security Council to take positive concrete steps to protect
the human rights of the Palestinians within the occupied territories and to
mobilize all the means within its power to prevent the creation of new
settlements, the demolition of houses, the continued closure of institutions
of learning, the policy of economic strangulation as exemplified in cruel tax
raids and sieges as well as the use of administrative detention.

We sincerely and fervently hope that the outcome of the Seminar and the
NGO Symposium will contribute positively to the achievement of a just, lasting
and comprehensive settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, of which the
question of Palestine is the core..

We reaffirm our unconditional commitment to support the Pai.stinian
people in its quest to achieve the full realisation of an independent and
sovereign State of Palestine.

We deplore the settlement of Jewish immigrants from the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and other countries in the occupied Palestinian territory,
which is in flagrant violation of international law. This will further reduce
the already limited resources available to the Palestinians of Jerusalem, the
West Bank and Gasa. What is more, by drastically changing the demographic
composition of the occupied territories, the settlement there of Soviet and
other immigrants will push the prospect of a just and lasting solution to the
Palestinian problem yet further away and will further destabilise the already
highly volatile situation.

We call upon all Governments to take measures that would prevent the

continued brutal acts including the use of chemical weapons (‘“tear-gas”),
which has led to many miscarriages among the Palestinian women and, in some
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cases, has led to death among the very old and very young, as well as acts of
repression against ahildren and workers in the occupied Palestinian territory.

We view with grave concern the development of the Israeli nuclear
capabilities as a threat to international peace and security, in particular in
the Middle East and parts of Africa.

We denounce the increasing economic, military and security collusion
between Israel and South Africa. This collusian between the two racist
régimes is mainly directed against the liberation movements in both South
Africa and ocoupled Palestine as well as against the neighbouring States.
Co-operation between lIsrael and South Africa had extended lately to all
fields, including nuclear co-operation. The possession of nuclear weapons of
mass destruction by the two regimes remains a real danger, an eminent menace
to peace and security in the Middle East and Africa and the world at large.

We commend all Govermments that have recognised the State of Palestine
and we call upon all other Governments, intergovernmental organisations and
non-governmental organizations to extend all moral, material, financial,
diplomatic and other assistance to the new State of Palestine.

We urge all African Governments that have relations with Israel to
suspend those relations until Israel recognises the establishment of the free
and independent State of Palestine on the territory occupied by Israel since
1967.

We call upon African NGOs interested in the question of Palestine, in
addition to establishing contact and supporting the efforts of the African
Co-ordinating Committee for NGOs on the Question Palestine, to establish
direct contact with the Palestine Committee NGOs at Tunis.

We call upon the Committes on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People and the Division for Palestinian Rights to establish
closer co-operation with both OAU and 1as in enhanci ng their common efforts
regarding the Palestinian quastion.and, in particular, mobilisation had
networking among African NGOs.

In order to achieve the desired objectives of our resolution, we, the
participants in the NGO Symposium, consider advisedly the following programmes
of action for implementation:

(a) Establish closer contact with the International Co-ordinating
Committee for NGOs on the Question of Palestine (ICCP);

(b) Consider all available assistance and facilities that could be
provided by the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People and the Division for Palestinian Rights, in New York, from
within the moans available to them and in accordance with the relevant rules
and procedures of the United Nations;

(c) ldentify all significant days in the struggle of the Palestinian

people such as 29 November (International Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People), 15 November (Palestine National Council), 9 December
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(Beginning of the Intifadah) and 30 March (Land Day) for popular activities in
their respective countries and communities;

(d) NGOs t © calupon their Governments to contact the Govermment oi the
United States to engage in a constructive and expanded dialogue with the
Palestine Liberation Organisation;

(e) Continue strengthening and supporting the African Co-ordinating
Committee for NGOs on the Question of Palestine;

(£) Encourage African NGOs to visit the occupied Palestinian territory
and to invite Palestinian NGos from the occupied Palestinian territory to tour
African States and further mobilime African public opinion, with the emphasis
on the grass-rooto level and on action;

(g) Observe an African-Palestinian week with exhibitions containing
pictures, videos, films and posters about atrocities committed in the occupied
Palestinian territory;

(h) utilizge religious and social institutions as platforms for the
dissemination of information relating to and promoting a just and lasting
peace in Palestine;

(1) Mobilise the national and local media and involve cultural and other
groups in the dissemination of information on the question of Palestine. This
should include the twinning of towns, villages, hospitals, schools, etc.,
between those in the occupied territories and other countries to create a more
intimate as well as a better informed concern for the Palestinian problem;

(j) Establish exchange programmes for African NGOs to invite Palestinian
NGOs from the occupied Palestinian territory to tour the African States and
further mobilise African public opinion in support of the Palestinian cause;

(k) Invite Nobel laureates and other international and notable
personalities to take a position and lend their moral support to the cause nf
the Palestinian people.

We append the workshop reports, which will be issued in the final report
of the NGO Symposium, to be published separately by the Division Eor
Palestinian Rights, and we urge African NGOs to work in a co-ordinate0 way to
implement the recommendations.

In conclusion, we wish to extend our unqualified profound gratitude and
support to the United Nations and to the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and, in particular, to its
indefatigable Chairman, Mrs. Absa Claude pialle, for her wise guidance and
direction during all of our deliberations.

We wish to express our profound appreciation to the Government and people
of the Republic of Sierra Leone for hosting the Third African Regional NGO
Symposium on the Question of Palestine in this picturesque international
Conference Hall. We thank our gracious hosts for all their kind assistance
and efforts to ensure the success of this Symposium. We thank the Division
Eor Palestinian Rights and the Department of Conference Services for
facilitating our work.
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ANNEX VIII
Conclusions and recommendations adopted by the Twenty-sixzth
N Bl N8 ONng NA on he Queas on of pPales ne

(Stockholm, 7 to 11 May 1990)

1. The Twenty-sixth United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine (Fourth
European Regional Seminar), on the theme “Peace and justice for the Palestinian
people”, was held at Stockholm from 7 to 11 May 1990, in accordance with the terms
of General Assembly resolution $4/41 B of 6 December 1969.

2. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People was represented by a delegation comprising Mrs. Absa Claude Diallo
(Senegal), Chairman of the Committee and head of delegation;

Mr. Alexander Borg Olivier (Malta), Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur of the Seminar)
Mr. Hadi Thayeb (Indonesia), Vice-Chairman) and Mr. 2uhdi Labib Terzi (Palestine).

3. A total of 7 meetings were held and 20 panelists presented papers on selected
aspects of the question of Palestina. Representatives of 47 Governments,
Palestine, 1 United Nations organ, 1 United Nations specialized agency,

1 intergovernmental organisation, and 17 non-governmental organisations, as
observers, attended the Seminar.

4. The event was opened by Mrs. Diallo and a welcoming address was made by
H.E. Mr. Sten Andersson, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden.

5. A statement on behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations was made
by his representative, the Under-Secretary-General for Political and General
Assembly Affairs and Secretariat Services. Mrs. Diallo also addressed the meeting,
as did Mr. Eugene Makhlouf, who read out a message from Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman
of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organisation.

6. The Seminar adopted a message to Mr. Arafat and a motion of thanks to the
Government and people of Sweden.

7. The three panels that were established and their panelists were as follows8

( a ) Panel It "The intifadah: its impact and significance for advancing
towards a just solution of the principle of two peoples, two States™:
Mrs. Hanan Ashrawi (Palestinian), Mrs. Marisa Cinciari-Rodano (ltaly),
Mr. lgor Khvorostiany (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic),
Mr. Hans Peter Kotthaus (Federal Republic of Germany), Mr. Mikko Lohikoski
(Finland), Mrs. Nelly Maes (Belgium), Mr. Evert Svensson (Sweden) and
Mr. Dedi Zucker (Israel))

(b) Panel II: “Breaking the impasse - the urgent need for a just and lasting
settlement of the question of Palestine; the International Peace Conference and the
role of Europe”: Mr. Michele Achilli (Italy), Mr. Moshe amirav (Israel),
Marie-Christine Aulas (France), Rabbi Balfour Brickner (United States of America),
Mr. Joseph Caesar (Malta), Ms. Viola Furubjelke (Sweden),

Mr. Antonio Lacerda de Queirevz (Portugal), Mr. Wan Jingehang (China),
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Mr. Martin Weiss (Federal Republio of Germany) and Mr. Andrei Zakharov (Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics);

(c) . panel I1I: "The role of the Palestine Liberation Organisation in the

political, economic, sooial and cultural development of the Palestinian people™t
Mr. Rhalid al-Hassan (Palestinian).

The report of the Seminar, including a summary of the proceedings, hae been

issued as a publication of the Division for Palestinian Rights,

9.

The Seminar participants adopted the following oonoluolons and recommendations:

Conclusions and recommendatione

The participants in the Seminar took note with appreciation of the
sustained efforts of the Europeaa countries to promote a comprehensive, just
and laeting settlement of the question of Paleatine, in aooordanae with United
Nation6 resolutions. They stressed the great importanos of the valuable
contribution that the European aountriee aould make towards the achievement of
an equitable settlement of the Arab-Israeli oonfliot in the Middle East. The
partiaipanto expressed their oonviation that negotiation6 based on the "two
peoples, two States” principle and that adequately addressed the rights and
concerns of both parties, Israelis and Palestinians, wouad result in peace
with justice in the region. They noted with satisfactlon that the Seminar had
made a positive aontribution to the peace process by providimy a forum for a
balanced and constructive aiscussion of the relevant issues by speakers
representing viewpoints of the parties concerned, and by participants from
Europe and from other regions at the governmental as well as non-governmental
levels.

The participants were encouraged by the faat that reaent developments
regarding the Arab-Israeli oonfliot and its ecore, the question of Palestine,
had created a new momentum for bringing about a just eolution to this complex
and dangerous conflict on the basis of the resolutions of the United Nations
and within ItS framework. The Antifadah and the Palestinian peave initiative
of Noveaber 1966 are a manifestation of the courageous and determined struggle
of the Palestinian people to attain and exeraise ite inalienable rlghte,
primarily the right to self-determination. These developments and the present
international olimate, oharacterired by a new political will to resolve
regional conflicts 4n a poaoeful manner with the eassistapce of the United
Nations, had opened new possibilities for breaking the impaese and progressing
towards peace. Important oectora of the Israeli publie were oppooed to the
unbending policies of their Governmeat and had become active im support of the
two-State solution. It was therefore imperative that this histeric
opportunity not be missed and that efforts be redoubled ia 1990 to overaome
remaining obstacles so that the process of nego+ijations could be initiated
without further delay, particularly through the convening of the International
Peace Conference on the Middle East,

The participants highlighted the important developments that had led to
the adoption of Qoneral Assembly resolution 437176 of 15 December 1988. They
considered that these developments had given impetuse to international
endeavours aimed at achieving a comprehensive and just settlement of the
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gueetion of Palestine and the Arab-lsraeli conflict. They noted the adoption
of Qeneral Assembly resolution 44/42 of 6 December 1989, the most recent
Assembly resolution on the question of Palestine, and were greatly encouraged
by the overwhelming vote in favour of this balanced and comprehensive
reaolution, which included, for the first time, all member States of the
European Community. This demonstrated the international consensus on the
necessity of convening the International Peace Conference on the Middle East,
under the auspices of the United Nations, with the participation of all
parties to the conflict, including the PLO, on an equal footing, and the five
permanent members of the Security Council, based on Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 336 (1973) und the legitimate national rights of
the Palestinian people, primarily the right to self-determination.

The participants called upon those States which had thus far prevented
the iinplementation of resolution 44742 to reconsider their position and to
join the international consensus. They further expressed their support for
every effort by the permanent members of the Security Council to bring the
position6 of the parties to the conflict closer to each othsr. to create a
climate of confidence between them and to facilitate in this way the convening
and successful outcome of the International Peace Conference.

The participants expressed their appreciation for the position adopted by
European Governments in response to the proclamation of the State of
Paleetine, the Palestinian Arab State to exist side by side with the State of
Israel, in conformity with the two-State prineiple, as envisaged in Qeneral
Assembly resolution 161 (I1) of 29 November 1947. The participants welcomed
in particular the reaadiness demonstrated by the member States of the European
Community to participate actively in the search for a peaceful settlement of
the conflict and to co-operate fully in the economic and social development of
the peoples of the region.

The participants notad that there existed an international consensus on
the principles for the achievement of comprehensive peace as affirmed in
Qeneral Assembly resolutions 43/176 and ¢4/42, namely: the withdrawal of
Israel from the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including
Jerusalem, and from the other Arab territories occupied since 1967;
guaranteeing arrangements for the security of all States in the region,
including those named in resolution 181 (I1), within eeoure and
internationally recognised boundaries) resolving the problem of the Palestine
refugees in conformity with Qeneral Assembly resolution 194 (111) of
11 pecember 1948, and subsequent relevant resolutions) dismantling the Israeli
settlemente in the territories occupied since 19673 and guaranteeing freedom
of access to holy places, religious buildings and sites. The participants
expressed satisfaction that all European countries supported these principles
and had voted in favour of resolution 44/42. The consensus thus achieved
among the European countries constitutes a significant contribution to the
urgently needed peaceful resolution of the question of Palesine, the core of
the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The Seminar noted that the iptifadak had had far-reaching eftects
including on every aspect of Israeli polities. Specifically, it had led to a
major government crisis and had helped the progressive forces working for a
just peace to engage in dialogue and joint activities with the Palestinians as
a way to promote mutual understanding and reconciliation and to breek down
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prejudices and stereotypes. The participants endorsed the objectives of the
domonetrstion at Jerusalem “1990, Time for Peace", held from 29 to

31 December 1999, ia which Israelis, a large number of Palestinians, European8
and others had expressed support for peaceful negotiations, respect for civil
and human rights and the “two peoples, two States” principle. They agreed
that the United Nation8 should continue to offer its good offices and organise
appropriate activities to bring together Palestinian5 and Iaraelis under it5
auspices.

Participants expressed seriouo concern at the continued grave violations
by Israel, the occupying Power, of the human rights of the civilian population
in the occupied Palestinian territory, which had caused increasing loss of
life, Lardships and suffering with far-reaching emotional, socio-economic and
demographic consequences. The international community had repeatedly declared
that the Israeli policies and practices in the occupied Palestinian territory
were in violation of its obligations as a party to the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of
12 August 1949, and also contrary to United Nations reeolutiono and to
generally recognised norms of international law. The participants appealed to
the High Contracting Parties to the Convention, including its European
signatories, to take appropriate measures to ensure respect for the provisions
ot that Convention. The Seminar noted that certain economic measures taken in
the past had produced positive results. A matter of special concern for
participants wae the suffering inflicted on Palestinian women and children a5
a result of the brutal Israeli practices. The increased restrictions on the
movement of individuals and on educational institutions, health and social
welfare organisations, as well as the constant daily obstacles and
harassments, have produced inhuman and intolerable <onditions.

The participants deplored the process of Israeli colonisation of the
occupied Palestinian territory as manifested in the continued establighment of
settlements, usurpation of land and water resources, and settler vigilantism.
They were alarmed at the recent establishment of additional settlements and
the secret funding by the Israeli Goverament of a new settlement in the
Christian Quarter of Jerusalem and condemned these actions as insensitive and
provocative. The international community had vigorously opposed the Israeli
policy of establishing settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory,
which was in contravention of the fourth Geneva Convention, had declared these
actions null and void and had demanded that Israel dismantle the settlements
and withdraw from the occupied territory. The participants deplored the
recent statements by the Uovernment of Israel regarding the increased
settlement of Jewish immigrants in the occupied Palestinian territory while
Israel continued to deny the Palestinians the right to return to their homes.
They reaffirmed the international consensus that such actions were illegal and
would further jeopardise the attainment of a just and comprehensive settlement
of the question of Palestine. The participants appealed to Governments to
ensure, in conformity with the provisions of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, that members of the Jewish community emigrating to
Israel were not ueed as a tool to perpetuate and strengthen the Israeli
occupation of Palestinian territory. They recalled that ariticle 12 of the
Covenant states, inter alla, that the right of everyone to liberty of movement
and freedom to choose his residence and the right of everyone to leave any
country, including his own “shall not be subject to any restrictions except
those which are provided by law, are necessary to protect national security,
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public order (ordre public), public health or morals or the rights and
freedoms of others, end are consistent with the other rights recognised in the
present covenant”. In this connection, participants took note of the recent
meetings of the Security Council and its consideration of the “unlawful
Israeli moves to settle the occupied territories”. They urged the Council to
condemn the settlement of immigrants in the occupied territories, declare it
illegal end co.isider it a new and serious obstacle to peace and to call upon
the Israeli Govormnment to review and abandon its obstructionist position.

The participants welcomed the fact that the Govermmeat of the United
States of America had opened a dialogue with the Palestine Liberation
Organisation end Jmphasized that the level of the dialogue should be raised
end its scope should be expended to include the consideration in .a
constructive manner of substantive issues so as to enhance the process of
negotiations leading to a just end lasting solution to the question of
Palestine.

The Seminsr participants appealed to the international community and, in
psrtkcular, to the Security Council to assume and disckarge its
responsibilities end to take urgent measures to ensure the physical protection
and to guarantee the safety end security and the legal and human rights of the
Palestinian people under Israeli occupation. They urged the Security Council
to take into account the gravity of the acts of violence and human rights
violations, including the deportation of Palestinians, which have been
repeatedly condemned by the Security Council and the General Assembly, end
other actions taken by the Ieraeli authorities against Palestinians in the
occupied territory. The participants again stressed the de jure applicability
of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and demanded that Israel abide by the
Convention.

The participants welcomed the courageous steps taken by the Palestinians
during the jintifadah to establish en alternative infrastructure as a
foundetion for en independent and sovereign State of Palestine and their
efforts to end the Israeli occupation. The Seminar considered that
intensified international action towsrds genuine social end economic
development of the occupied Palestinian territory, with the close involvement
of the Palestiniamn people through its representative, the Palestine Liberation
Organisation, were a necessary corollary to renewed efforts to achieve a
political settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, the core of which is the
guestion of Palestine. The participants welcomed the eteps already taken by
the European countries in this regard aud urged them to increase further their
valuable assistance to the Palestinian people.

The participants urged the Government of Israel to respond constructively
to the peace initiative of the Palestine Liberation Organisation, which had
been welcomed and praised by the entire international community. They
stressed that Israel should recognise that it could no longer ignore the
national aspirations of the Palestinians and continue to deny them their
inalienable rights, in particular their right to self-determination, Israel
should also acknowledge the aspirations of its own people to a future of peace
and justice. The Seminsr considered that the steps proposed by the 1eraeli
Government on 15 May 1989 were inadequate, since they did not include interim
measures of protection for the palestinian people and measures that would
enable the Palestinians to exercise fully their right to self-determination.
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The participants called upon Israel to respond positively to international
efforts aimed at a just and lasting political settlement of the Arab-Israeld
conflict, the core of which is the question of Palestine, which would ensure
peaceful co-existence between the Israeli end Palestinian peoples and bring an
end to decades of conflict in the region. The Seminar appealed to European
countries to pursue their efforts vigorously to convince lIsrael of the urgent
need for a positive and constructive response to peace efforts.

The participants emphasized the urgent need for progress in efforts for
peace. They were unanimous in expressing concern that if progress were not
made soon, extremist elements on both sides would further inflame the
situation with grave consequences for international peace end security.

The Seminar participants expressed their appreciation to the
Secretary-General for his continuing endeavours to advance the peace process
and to facilitate the convening of the International Peace Conference on the
Middle East. The participants urged the Security Council to expedite the
convening of the Conference and to adopt interim measures including the
deployment of a United Nations force to safeguard the physical security of the
people of the occupied Palestinian territory and to bring about stability in
the region pending agreement on a final and comprehensive settlement.

The participants in the Seminar endorsed the persistent efforts of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
to bring about a solution of the question of Palestine through the attainment
of the national rights of the Palestinian people end urged the international
community to sustain and strengthen its support for the Committee’6 activities
and.. in particular, for its efforts to facilitate the convening of the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East. They noted with
appreciation that the Committee was intensifying its efforts to ensure that
the United Nations regional seminars on the question of Palestine provided en
opportunity for diverse points of view to be expressed so that a reel dialogue
could be held among people of goodwill on all sides. 1A this context, the
participants expressed satisfaction that there had been a constructive end
frank exchange at the Seminar between the Israeli end Palestinian
participants. The Seminar noted, however, thet while Palestinians
representing the Palestine Liberation Organisation had participated in the
Seminar, the official viewpoint of Israel had yet to be expressed. The
participants expressed the hope that the Government of Israel would be
represented at future meetings convened by the uUanited Nations for this purpose
and that representatives who could reflect a broad range of political
viewpoints were given an opportunity to participate in such meetings. The
participants suggested that future seminars and NGO symposia should consider,
within the context of the International Peace Conference, some of the most
substantive issues that need to be addressed.

The participants appealed to all European Governments to support the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
in its efforté end urged the same Governments to give serious consideration to
participation in the work of the Committee as members or observers. The
participants considered that increased representation by European countries in
the work of the Committee would broaden the scope of its deliberations end
increase its effectiveness.
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The Seminar participants took note with appreciation of the activities of
the Division for Palestinian Rights ef the Secretariat and of its commitment
to work, under the guidance of and in consultation with the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, towards the
attainment of a just, comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle East in
accordance With the resolution6 cf the United Nations.

The participants in the Seminar were of the view that the United Nations
should undertake additional efforts to disseminate factual and up-to-date
information on the question of Palestine and on measures required for the
achievemerc Oof a just settlement to the question of Palestine. The Committee
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and the
Division for Palestinian Rights had an important role to play in the
collection and dissemination of such information. For its part, the
Department of Public Information of the Secretariat should continue to make
every effort to ensure that accurate information on the question of Palestine
received the widest'possible dissemination and should continue its special
information programme on the question of Palestine in full co-operation with
the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Paleetinien
People, with particular emphasis on public opinion in Europe and North America.

The participants in the Seminar took not : with appreciation of the
valuable humanitarian and other support the Govermment of Sweden had extended
over the years to the just cause of the Palestinian people as well as its
efforts towards a just solution of the Arab-Israeli conflict, the core of
which is the question of Palestine, in accordance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions. They also expressed their profound gratitude to the
Government and the people of Sweden for providing a venue for the European
Reg.onal Seminar on the Question of Palestine and for the facilities and warm
hospitality extended to them.
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ANNEX X
Conclusions and rxecommendations adopted hy the Twenty-gseventh
United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palegtine

(New York, 25 and 26 June 1990)

1.  The Twenty-eeventh United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine
(Seventh North American Regional Seminar), on the theme “Peace and justiece for the
Palestinian people - an imperative for the 1990s", was held at United Natioms
Headquarters, New York, on 25 and 26 June 1990, in accordance‘with General Aeeembly
resolution 44/41 El of 6 December 1969.

2. Mrs. Ansa Claude piallo, Chairman of the Committee on the Execcise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, acted as Chairman of the Seminar and
H.E. Mr. Alexander Borg Olivier, Rapporteur of the Committee, s¢ :ved as Rapporteur.

3. Four meetings were held and 12 panelists presented papers on selected aspects
of the question of Palestine. Representatives of 47 Governments, Palestine,

1 non-member State, 2 United Nations organs, 7 United Nations specialised agencies
and bodies, 3 intergovernmental organisations, 1 national liberation movement and
15 non-governmental organisations attended the Seminar.

4.  The Seminar was opened by Mrs., Diall0 ind waa addressed by the representative
of the Secretary-General, the Under-Secretary-General for Political and General
Assembly Affairs and Secretariat Services. A message from Mr, Yasser Arafat,
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organiration, was
read out by the Permanent Observer of Palestine to the United Nations.

5. At the opening meeting, further statements were made by

Mr. Ricardo Alareén de Quesada, Vice-Chairman of the Special Committee on the
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration oa the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, Mr. Guennadi Oudovenko,
Vice-Chairman of the Special Committee against Apartheid, Mr. Clovin Maksoud,
Permanent Observer of the League of Arab States, Mr. Ahmed Engimn Ansay, Permanent
Oobsorver of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference and Mr. Count Pietersen,
Chief Representative of the Pan Africaniet Congress of Aszania.

6. The Seminar participants adopted a message to Mr. Arafat.
7. The two panels that were established and their panelists were a8 follows:

Papnel I+ “The role of the Palestine Liberation Organiration in the economic,
cultural and social development of the Palestinian people, and its political
programme to achieve statehood for the Palestinian people”: Mr. Ibrahim Abu-Lughod
(Palestinian);

Panel II: "The Jjintifadah. the urgency of convening the International Peace
Conference for a ‘two peoples, two States’ solution, and the role of North
America"i Mr. Mahdi Abdul-Hadi (Palestinian)) Mr. Faisal Husseini (Palestinian);
H.BE. Mr. Latyr Kamara (Senegal); Mr, Amos Kenan (lIsrael); Mr. Hans Peter Kotthaus
(Federal Republic of Germany); Mr. Michael Lanigan (lreland);

Mrs. Margaret McCormack (United States of America)s; Rabbi Marshall Meyer (United
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States of America)) The Most Reverend Michael J. Peers (Canada), Mr. Cuaim Shur
(Israel); and Mr. Andrei Zakharov (Unionm of Soviet Socialist Repvblics).

8. The report of the Seminar, including a summary of the proceedings, has been
issued as a publication of the Division for Palestinian Rights.

9. The Seminar adopted the following conclusion6 and recommendations:

Conclusions and xecommendations

(a) The participants expressed appremiation once again for the
opportunity to have a full and candid discussion of aspects of the question of
Palestine and the Arab-Israeli conflict under the auspices of the Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. They
expressed satisfaction that the Seminar had made a positive contribution to
the peace process by providing a forum for a balanced and constructive
discussion of the issues.

(b) The participant6 reaffirmed the view that negotiations based on the
"two peoples, two States” principle, which adequately addressed the rights and
concerns of both the Israelis and Palestinians, would result in peace and
justice in the region, as envisaged in Gemeral Assembly resolutions 161 (I1)
and 194 (I11). Statements were made indicating that important sectors of the
Israeli public have become active in support of the "two States” solution.
Appreciation was easpressed for the position adopted by a large number of
Governments and NGOs in response to the proclamation of the State of
Palestine, the Palestinian Arab State, to exist side by side with the State of
Israel. The participants urged that negotiations should be based on the “land
for peace” formula embodied in Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and
339 (1973), which provide a foundation for an eventual settlement, and the
legitimate national rights of the Palestinian people, including primarily the
right to self-determination.

{c) They noted the adoption of General Assembly resolution 44/42 of
6 December 1999 and were encouraged by the overwhelming vote in favour of this
balanced and comprehensive resolution which, for the first time, was supported
by all members of the European Community. This resolution reaffirmed the
necessity of convening the International Peace Conference on the Middle East
under the auspices of the United Nations with the participation of all parties
to the conflict, including the PLO and the five permame~: members of the
security Council. Regret was expressed that to date there has been no
progress in that regard. The PLO has explicitly accepted these resolutions
whereas some recent statements on the part of the newly formed Government of
Israel seemed to cast doubt on its adherence to Seeurity Council resolutions
242 (1967) and 338 (1973).

(d) Participants expressed deep concern at the continued loss of life in
the occupied territories and at the continued violations by Israel vi the
human rights of the civilian population in the occupied Palestinian
territrry. The international community has repeatedly declared that the
Israeli policies and practices in the occupied Palestinian territory were iu
violation of its obligations as a party to the Geneva Convention relative to
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and contrary to United
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Nations resolutions and generally recognised norms of international law. The
participants appealed to the parties to the Convention to ensure respect for
its provisions. They deplored recent statement? by the Israeli Government
implying the prospect of increased settlement of immigrants in the occupied
Palestinian territory, while lIsrael aontinues to deny Palestinians the right
to their homes. The participants supported the r’ght of freedom of wovement
and the right of everyone to leave any country and the right to return to
one’s own country. However, those rights could not be used as a pretext to
settle immigrants or Israeli civilians in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including Jerusalem. They urged the Security Council to prevent such illegal
settlements.

(e) Participants viewed with grave concern the tragic incidents that
have taken plaae recently in Israel and in the occupied Palestinian
territory. They deplored the attack in lIsrael on the Palestinian workers from
Qaaa leading to several deaths and 10 wounded, which sparked demonstrations
throughout the occupied territories that resulted in 7 additional Palestinian
deaths by lIsraeli army gunfire and in the wounding of hundreds of others.
Further, the participants expressed their concern over the recent incursion of
the Israeli Defence Forces into the VNRWA Health Centre in Qasa town in which
many aivilians and, in particular, infants and young children, were injured.
At the same time, participants expressed deep concern at the aborted raid on
Tel Aviv beaches by Palestinian guerrillas and noted that the Palestine
Liberation Organisation dissociated itself from that attack.

(£) The participants supported the intifadah and the Palestinian peace
initiative of November 1988 as efforts by the Palestinian people in its
struggle to attain and exercise its inalienable rights. The participants
considered that the steps proposed by the Israeli Government on 14 May 1999
were inadeguate, since they did not include interim measures of protection for
the Palestinian people nor other measures that would enable the Palestinians
to fully exercise their right to self-determination. It was noted that the
intifadah had far-reaching implications, which included effects on aspects of
Isrmeld politics. Specifically, it had led to a major government crisis and
helped the forces working for a juet peaae to engage in dialogue and joint
activities with the Palestinians as a way to promote mutual underetanding.
They agreed that the United Nations should continue to offer its good offices
and crganige activities to bring together Palestinisas and Israelis under its
auspices. Participants appealed to all Governmeats with influence, including
the United States, Western European countries and Israel, and the Palestinians
to pursue more vigorous efforts towards a fair and just solution to the Middle
East dispute,

(g) Participants appealed to the Security Council to assume and
discharge its responsibilities and to take urgent measures to ensure the
physical protection and to guarantee the safety and security of the
Palestinian people under Israeli occupation, including prevention of
deportation of Palestinians, which had been repeatedly condemned by the
Security Council and the General Assembly. They urged the Security Council,
particularly its permanent members, to undertake every effort to facilitate
the convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East and to
adopt interim measures, inaluding the deployment of a United Nations force to
safeguard the physical security of the people of the occupied Palestinian
territory, including Jerusalem,
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(h} The participants noted with appreciation that the Secretary-General
had taken the initiative to send a Personal Repregsentative to Israel and the
occupied territories to look into the situation aud report back to him. The
participants expressed appreciation for the Secretary-General's continuing
endeavours to advanae the pesos process and to faoilitata the convening of the
International Peace Conference

(i) The participants osllad upon the Committee to emsure that United
Nations regional seminars on the question of Palestine provided an opportunity
for diverse points of views to be expressed 80 that a meaningful dialogue
could be held among people of goodwill on all sides. Satisfaction was
expressed with the constructive and frank exchange that had taken place at
that seminar between the Israeli and Palestinian participants, as well as
nationals of other aountrias, including those of Jewish faith. It was noted,
however, that while Palestinians representing the PLO had participated, the
Qovarnment of Israel had yet to agree to be represented in such forums. The
hops was expressed that the Qovarnment of Israel would be represented at
future meetings. Participants suggested that future seminars and NGO symposia
related to the question of Palestine should consider some of the substantive
issues that needed to be addressed.

(3) Participants called upon all countries and particularly the United
States and other Western aountries to support the Committee’s activities and
its objective of expandiu; uinlogue among opinion shapers and responsible
political leaders. Those Govermments as well as other Members of the United
Nation6 were urged to participute in the work of the Committee as members or
observers. The participants expressed the view that the Committee could make
a significant eoatribution through the convening of seminars and symposia to
widen the exchange of views ultimately leading to areao of common approval.

It was noted with concerm that the United States Govermment had, for the
present, suspended its dialogue with the Palestine Liberation Organization,
Participants considered that that action constituted a serious setback for the
pesce process. The participants expressed the hops that the dialogue would be
re-established as soon as possible and its scope expanded to include the
consideration in a constructive manner of substantive issues so as to enhance
the process of negotiations leading to a just and lasting solution to the
question of Palestine. Adversaries muet speak t.gether if peace was to be
achieved.
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ANNEX X

Declaration adopted by the Seventh United Nations North American
Regional HGO Symposiwm on the Question of Palestine

(New York, 27 to 29 June 1990)

1, The Seventh United Nations North American Regional NQO Symposium on the
Question of Palestine, on the theme "The inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people’*, was held at United Nations Headquarters in New York from 27 to

29 June 1990.

2. The Symposium was attended by representatives of 110 North American
non-governmental organisations (NGOs), 43 of them as observers. NGOs from other
regions ware also present, as were a number of governmental and iatargovernmental
observers.

3. Mrs. Absa Claude Dialle opened the mee%ing on behalf of the Committee om the
Er reigse of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. The opening session
was also addressed by the Permanent Observer of Palestine, who read out a message
from Mr. Yassar Arafat, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation, and by Ms. Jeanne Butterfield, Chairman of the North
American Co-ordinating Committee for NGOs on the Question of Palestine (NACCP), who
served as Moderator of the Symposium.

4, The programme for the Symposium was drawn up by the Committee in consultation
with the NACCP. The panels and panelists were as follows:

Papel I: “Breaking the impasse: moving towards Israeli-Palestinian peace and
convening the International Peace Conference” t Mrs. Absa Claude Diallo:
Ms. Mahdi Abdul-Hadi (Palestinian)) Mrs. Maha Wuetaklem Nassar (Palestinian);
Mr. Edward Said (Palestinian)) Mr. Sbmual Amir (Israel)s Mr. Jack O’Dell (United
States of America)) and Mr. Joel Beinin (United Btates of America).

Panel II: "Intifadah update”: Mrs. Chaya Amir (lIsrael); Mr. Hillel Bardin
(Israel)) and Mrs, Zahira Kamal (Palestinian).

5. Twelve workshops were also orgaaiaed under the general theme *“Milestones and
future tasks for organising NQO constituencies”.

6. The NGOs participating in the Symposium adopted a declaration, together with
action-oriented proposals emanating from the workshops and elected a new North
American Co-ordinating Committee for NGOs on the Question of Palestine.

7. The report of the Symposium, including a summary of the proceedings, will be
issued as a publication of the Division for Palestinian Rights.

8. The declaration adopted by the participating NGOs reads as follows!
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Reclaration

We, the non-governmental organisations (NGOs) participating in the
Seventh United Nations North American Regional NQO Symposium on the Question
c¢f Palestine, wish to thank the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalisnable
Rights of the Palastinian People for making this meeting posaible. We are
indeed honoured by the reception and the presence of the members and observers
of this distinguished United Nations body.

We wish also to thank the Chief of the Division for Paleatinian Rights
and are especially grateful for his enthusiastic support throughout our
daliberationa. We wish to thank also the liaison officers, the staff of the
Division and of the Department of Conference Services for their invaluabla
assistance in the preparation and execution of this meeting.

We honour the victims of Israel’s brutal and senseless repression of the
heroic Palaetinian uprising, with specific homage to the children of the
atones and the sufferings and agonies they have endured. We commit ourselves
to provide moral, political and material support to all the Palestinian people
in their struggle for self-determination and freedom.

We are heartened by the substantive contributions of the expert
panelists, workshop organiaars, resource persons and fecilitators, as wall as
the insightful input of the record number of NGOs that garticipatad in and
observed this Symposium.

We resolutely reaffirm the overwhelming international majority decision
that the PLO is the sole and legitimate rapresentativa of the Palastinian
people. We affirm the inalianabla rights of the Palestinian people in
conformity with all relevant United Nations resolutions, including the right
to seif-determination without external interference, the right to establish an
indapandant Palestinian State on its own national territory under the
leadership of the PLO and the right of return. We absolutely reaffirm the
position of an overwhelming international majority as expraaaad through
Qenaral Assembly resolution 437177 of 15 December 1988 acknowledging the
proclamation of the State of Palastina by the Palestine National Council and
the decision that the designation ‘*Palestine” should be used in place of the
designation “Palastina Liberation Organisation” in the United Nations system,
without prejudice to t he observer status and function6 of the Paleatina
Liberation Organization within t he United Nations system, in conformity with
relevant United Nations resolutions and practice.

We condemn the persistent attempts by the United States Government to
prevent Palestine’s full participation in United Nations agencies and
affiliated bodies.

We welcome the Palestinian peace initiative as a practical means towards
the establishment of a just and lasting peace in the region. We call upon the
Governments of the United States and Israel to respond positively to this
initiative by supporting the immediate convening of the International Peace
Conference in accordance with General Assembly resolutions 437176 of
15 December 1986 and 44/42 of 6 December 1989, which demonstrated for the
first time the support of all members of the European Community. The PLO has
explicitly accepted these resolutions, whereas some recant statements on the
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part of the newly formed Qovarnment of Israel cast doubt on its adherence to
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973).

‘We deplore the decision of the United States Governmant to suspend
dialogue with the PLO. We consider such suspension to encourage Israel’s
occupation and confiscation of and expanded settlement on Palastinian land.

We undertake to intensify our efforts to complement international efforts
to allaviate the suffering of those who have been the targets of laraali
violence, especially the children, mary thousands of whom have been maimed,
permanently disabled and emotionally traumatised. We call upon the United
Nations system, agencies, organisations and progrenunaa, aapecially the United
Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, the World Health Organiaation, the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation, the International Labour Organisation
and the United Nations Devel opment Programme, to intensify their efforts to
address the educational, medical, housing and general economic and social
needs of the Palaatinian people in co-operation with Palestinian communities,
popular committees and grass-roots organisations. We call upon States Members
of the United Nations to increase their contributions amsd support for such
efforts, We once again call for an expansion of the refugee affairs
programme, and call for the Refugee Affairs Officer Programme of UNRWA to be
encouraged to take a pro-active role, and not merely a paaeiva observer role.

We welcome greater co-ordination among United Nations agencies on the
Palestine question and particularly encourage their co-ordination with NGOs
whose work complement6 United Nations programmes. We are gratified by the
first United Nations-sponsored meeting of the Latin American and Caribbean
NGOs at Buenos Aires, this year, and by their formation of a co-ordinating
committee on the question of Palestine. We look forward to interacting with
NGOs in that region and support the euccaaaful convening of the aext meeting
in 1991.

We racognira and express our continued concern for the role that da facto
and de _jure racism plays in Israel’s treatment of the Palestinian people, both
those in the occupied territory and those citigems of Israel who - without the
benefit of “Jewish nationality” - are denied most basic rights under Israeli
law. Actions by the State of Israel directed against Palestiniana, supported
by United states aid in violation of United States law, demonatrats how racism
forms an element of Israel’s state ideology, which denies the Paleetinian
people their inalienable rights. This is of continued concern as the
damolition of Palastinian homes and villages, as well as the confiscation of
Palastinian land and water, are accalarating, both within Israel and in the
occupied territory undor cover of the intifadah.

We deplore the United States veto of the Security Council proposal for a
United Nations force to be dispatched to the occupied territory that would
protect the Palaatinian civilian population. We encourage the General
Aaeembly to invoke the “Uniting for Peace” resolution, which would legally
empower it to act in such a critical situation in accordance with the inherent
right of collective and self-defence in customary intarnational law. We
further call upon al | States parties to the fourth Qeneva Convention to fulfil
their obligations under common article 1 of that Convention to “ensure
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respect” for the Convention by monitoring, recording of and intervaning in
Israeli human rights violations agaipat Paleatiniana in the occupied territory.

We are aonvinoed that Soviet Jewish immigration to lIsrael presents a
further assault on all segments of the Palestinian community in every part of
hiatorio Palestine. More Palestinian lande are slate& for aonfiaaation,
existing Jewish settlements are being expanded and the planning and building
of new settlementa continue unabated on Palestinian land with 1sraeli
Qovernment aubaidiea, in spite of offiaial statements to the uontrary. This
is true whether it is within the “green line”, where the last phases of
"Judaisation" are in progress, or in the territory ocaupisd since 1967,
inaluding Jerusalem. we, therefore, call for an immediate ban on all Israeli
contiscation of and settlement on Palestinian land. we further call for a ban
on United States Qovernment funding of Soviet Jewish immigration to Israel
until laraeli 0aaupati on of the West Bank, Gasa Strip and East Jerusalem has
ended. We further cal} upon the United States and Ca“adian Governments to
open their doors to:Soviet Jewish immigration.

we applaud this year’s NGO concern at United States aid to Israel and we
aonrider auah a foaua as essential to breaking the present impassa created by
the United States and Israeli intransigence and obstructionism to the peace
initiative of the Palestine National Counail at its nineteenth session. We
believe that the aontinuation of United States aid to Israel under current
circumstances is morally, politically and legally wrong. we insist that the
United States Qovernment enforaa its own laws ragulating military and economic
aaaistanaa, particularly considering Israel's violations of United States
human rights provisions and armo export reatriationa, and further insist that
the United States apply to lIsrael the principles embodied in the Comprehensive
Anti-Aparthedd Aet of 1986. We call upon the Canadian Governmeat to impose
economic and other sanctions against Israel in view of the persistent,
ayatematia and maaaive violence in contravention of the fourth Geneva
Convention, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Convention on
the Rights of the Child.

We denounce Israeli laws that prohibit contacts between Israeli citiaans
and the PLO. Such laws explicitly obstruct dialogue between Israeli and
Palestinian individuals, given that virtually all Paleetiniana stand by the
PLO.

We join the anti-apagtheid community in its deep concern over the
continued military collaboration between lIsrael and South Africa. We take
note also of Gemeral Aaaambly resolution 44,113 of 15 December 1989, which
calls for an investigation of Israeli-South African collaboration in the
development of medium-range nuclear missiles, and we look forward to the
upcoming report of the United Nations Institute for Disarmement Research.

We applaud Nelson Mandela and the African National Congress for their
position that black South Africans and Paleatiniana both suffer under a
“unique form of colonialism”. we further commend Mr. Mandela for his
principled refusal on numerous occasions during his visit to the United State6
to distance himself from and sever solidarity with the Palestinian struggle
and the PLO. We take inspiration from the anti-apaxtheid movement in North
America in its successful sanctions campaign against South African apartheid.
We endeavour to take aimilar action vis-A-vis Israel. We believe our efforts
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and those of the anti-m movement are complementary, reciprocal and
together advance the cause of world justice and peace.

The aim of this meeting is to develop practical organising strategies and
support projects for concerted action by North American NGOs. Our primary
work wao aonduated in workshops and we receive their recommendations and
commend them to all NGOs for their careful consi derati on and implementation.
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ANNEX XI
Declaration adopted by the Fourth United Nations European Regional

(Geneva, 27 and 28 August 1990)

1.  The Fourth United Nations European Regional NGO Symposium on the Question of
Palestine was held under the auspices of the Committee on the Exercise oI the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, on
27 and 28 August 1990. The Symposium was convened in response to General Assembly
resolution 44/41 B of 6 December 1989.

2. The Committee on the Exercige of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People was represented by a delegation compri- "ag Mrs. Absa Claude Diallo
(Senegal), Committee Chairman; Mr. Alexander ..rg Olivier (Malta), Committee
Rapporteur; Mt. Samuel R. Insanelly (Guyana); Mr. lsmail Razali (Malaysia}; and
Mr. Zuhdi Labib Terzi (Palestine).

3. A total of 141 non-governmental organisations (NGOs) attended the Symposium,
72 of them as observers. Several observers from Governments, intergovernmental
organisations and United Nation6 bodies also participated.

4. The opening meeting was addressed by the Chairman of the Committee,

Mrs. Absa Claude Diall0 (Senegal), by the Chairman of the European Co-ordinating
Committee for NGCs on the Question of Palestine (ECCP), Mr. Mikko Lohfkoski
(Finland), and also by the Permanent Observer of Palestine, Mr. Zuhdi Labib Terzi.

5.  The programme of the Symposium was drawn up by the Committee in consultation
with ECCP. The three panels and the panelists were as follows:

Panal I: “Urgent priorities to stop settlements in the occupied territory and
protect the Palestinian people. What can Europe and European NGOs do?":
Mrs. Marie-Christine Aulas (France), Dr. Bashir Al-Khairi (Palestinian),
Dr. Ruchama Martoa (lIsrael), Mrs. Carla Pecis (ltaly) and Mr. Maxim Ghilan (France):

Panel II: "1990: Time for Peace. Evaluation and follow-up”,
Mr. Flavio Lotti (ltaly), Mrs. Rana Nashaxhebeh (Palestinian) und
Ms. Tamar Gosansky (Israel)s:

Banel II1I: Two peoples - Two states": Mrs. Maria Gaai (Greece),
Dr. Mustafa Barghouti (Palestinian), Mrs. Tamar Goeansky (lIsrael),
Ms. Salwah Hdeib (Palestinian) and Mv. Nabeel Sha'atl: (Palestinian).

6. Four workshops also took place on the following topics; (a) refugees;
(b) culture! (c) involving Jewish communities in Europe; and (d) trade with the
occupied territory (export and import).

7. The NGos participating in the Symposium adopted a final declaration as well as
action-oriented proposals emanating from the workshops and elected a new
nine-member European Co-ordinating Committee for NGos on the Question of

Palest The report of the Symposium, including summaries of the proceedings,
will a8 a publication of the Division for Palestinian Rights.
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The NGOs participating in the Symposium adopted the following declarationt

Reclaration

The participants expressed appreciation for the opportunity once again to
discus5 various aspects of the question of Palestine and the Arab-Israeli
conflict under the auspices of the Committee on the Bzercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. They considered that the
Symposium, by providing a forum for an exchange of opinions as well as
experience5 aboul concrete actions, had made a positive contribution to the
peace process.

The participants reconfirmed their support for the intifadah and the
Palestinian peace initiative of November 1988, These were seen by the
participants as genuine proofs of tbe willingness of Palestinian people and
their sole legitimate representative, the PLO, to search for a mutually
acceptable, just peace. They appealed to the European Governments to support
unequivocally these decisions and to establish official relations with the
PLO, and to recognise the State of Palestine if they had not yet done so.

The participants deeply regretted that the United States had decided to
suspend its dialogue with the PLO and expressed the hope that it would be
re-established as soon as possible and its scope expanded to include the
consideration of substantive issues in a constructive way so as to enhance the
process of negotiations leading to a just and lasting solution of the question
of Palestine.

The participants reaffirmed their conviction that negotiations baeed oa
the two States, Palestine and Israel, principle, which addresses the basic
rights and concerns of both the Palestinians and the Israelis would result in
peace and justice in the Middle East, based oa the principles embodied in
General Assembly resolutions 181 (11) and 194 (l111). Reports from the “1990:
Time for Peace” initiative, held at Jerusalem from 29 to 31 December 1989, and
various other peace initiatives indicated that important sectors of the
Israeli public had become active in support of the "two States” solution.

Appreciation was expressed for the poaition adopted by a large number of
European and other Governments and NGOs in response to the proclamation of the
State of Palestine to exist side by side with the State of Israel. The
participants stressed that peace negotiations showld be based on the formula
embodied in the Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and oa
the implementation of the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian
people, primarily their right to self-determination, and should provide a
foundation for a just and lasting peace settlement..

The participants welcomed the adoption of General Assembly resolution
44742 of 6 December 1989 by an overwhelming vote in favour of this balanced
and comprehensive resolution, which, for the first time, was supported by 811
European States, In this resolution, the Assembly reaffirmed the neaessity of
convening the International Peace Conference on the Middle East under the
auspices of the United Nations with the participation of all parties to the
conflict, includins, the PLO, on an equal footing, and the five permaaeat
members of the Security Council. Tbe participants deeply regretted that there
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had been no progress in that regard. The PLO has explicitly accepted these
resolutions. However, the Government' of Israel has by its recent statements
and practical action6 demonstrated that it continues to violate the Security
Council resolutions.

The S8ymposium was organised while an extremely dangerous situation was
gaining momentum in the Gulf, threatening to draw the whole region into a
catastrophe of immense dimensions.

The participant6 reaffirmed their respect for international law and
United Nations principles. Accordingly they considered that the acquisition
of territory by fc ce was illegal. The participant6 called upon lraqg to
comply with the Security Council resolutions demanding the withdrawal of lraqi
forces from Kuwait. Only the strict observance of the Security Council
resolution6 can prevent the crisis from spilling over into a military
confrontation, which would harm the interests of all peoples in the region.
Therefore, the partieipants urged all Governments to refrain from any military
actious, which should be undertaken - if necessary - exclusively under the
authority of the Security Council, with all armed forces, including those of
the United States, being placed under United Nations command.

The participanté noted that diplomatic efforté were being undertaken by
the Secretary-General and by others including members of the League of Arab
States and evpressed the hope that these endeavours would contribute towards a
peaceful solution of the -risis.

The participants, noting the near unanimity attained by the Security
Council in dealing with this crisis and welcoming the higher profile of the
United Nations and it6 Security Council, called upon its permanent members,
especially the three European States - France, the United Kingdom and the
Soviet Union - to show the seame resolutemess in solving the Arab-lsraeli
conflict and its core question of Palestine aad in securing the implementa%tio..
of it6 resolution6 concerning this question.

Participants emphasized that the current crisis in the Gul€ should not in
any way datract from the urgent attention that need6 to be given to a solution
of the question of Palestine, without which there cannot be lasting peace and
stability in the region.

The participants strongly denounced the continued violations by Israel of
the hwman rights of the Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territory,
which has led to continued lose of life. The European NGQs, as part of the
international community, have repeatedly declared that the Israeli policies
and practice6 in the occupied Palestinian territory are in gross violation of
its obligations as a party to the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Time of War and contrary to United Nations resolutions
and generally recognised norms of international law.

The participant6é requested the European Governments parties to the
Convention to fulfil their duty by ensuring that Israel stops the violations
of i:s provisions.

The participants expressed in particular their grave concern at the
continued closure of Palestinian universities since 1988 and called for their
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immediate reopening, They further called upon the Govermments of Europe and
upon the European Community to restrict educational and cultural contacts with
Israel until such time as all Palestiniaa educational establishments are
reopened.

The participants viewed with grave concerm the consequences of continued,
massive immigration to Israel from Eastern European countries while at the
same time the Govermmeat of Israel was increaslag its settlements in the
occupied Palestinian territory and especially in Jerusalem, contrary to
principles of international law and repeated 8eeurity Council resolutions.
More Palestiniau lauds are slated for comfiscatiom, existing Jewish
settlements are being oxpsndod and the planning and building of new
settlements continue unabated. At the same time, tho Israeli Government
refuses to rscognixr the right of Palestinians to return to their homes.

The participants strongly requested the European governments to undertnke
resolute actions collectively and individually to ensure that Israel ceases
all settlement activity in the occupied Palestinian territory, in conformity
with Security Council resolution 465 (1980).

The participants supported the right of freedom of movement and the right
of everyone to leave any country and the right of retura to one‘s own
country. However, these rights cannot be used as a pretext to settle
immigrants or Israeld civilians in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including Jerusalem. They urged the European Goveraments to undertako any
necessary efforts to ensure that the Security Council would act to prevent
such illegal settlements.

Thbe participants called upon States concerned with Jewish immigration,
particularly the Soviet Union, to seek guarantees that such immigration will
not lead to settlement in the occupied Palestinian territories, thereby
infringing upon the right of the Palestinian people, and will be in conformity
with relevant United Nations resolutioas and legal instruments of human rights.

They also requested the European and other Governments to help the plight
of Soviet Jews and other emigrants by enabling those who wish to settle in
Europe to do so.

Participants expressed concern that the idea of expulsion (transfer) of
Palestinians out of their country had gained further political legitimacy in
Israel when new extremist parties such us Maledet and ZIsomet entered the
Israeli Parliament on the basis of transfer programmes.

Since then, more and more voices withia the Israeli establishment and
public opinion have been openly calling for the further mass expulsion of
Palestinians from their homeland as a means of solving the Palestinian
guestion and m. ‘ing room for the new massive Soviet Jewish immigration to
Israel.

In the light of the growing danger of war in the Middle East and the
possible participation of Israel in this war, concern was expressed that the
Israeli establishient might foster and use the atmosphere of war to carry out
this plan of further mess expulsion of the Palestinian people..

-83-




The participants called upon the international community and Europe in
particular to exercise due diligence in that regard to prevent lerael from
carrying out such plans.

The participants expressed their grave concern about the violence against
Palestinians that had taken place reaently in Israel and In the occupied
Palestinian territory, such as the unprovoked attack on Palestinian workers
from Gaza and incursion of Israeli army into the UNRWA Health Centre in Geza
tewn, These and similar continued actions by the lIsraeli Government, the
o:cupylng Power, and individuals, as well as the lack of effective measures by
the international community to put an end to this policy, have seriously
eroded the truet of many Palestinians in the aapaaity or willingness of the
international oommuaity to help bring about a peaceful settlement. The
participants were deeply worried about the prospesct that Israeli intransigence
and aggression would further deepen frustration among the Palestinians and
that a cycle of violence would render more diffieult the search for a peaceful
settlement.

The participants expressed their resolute support for the Palestinian
people struggling against the Israeli occupation and defending the Palestinian
society and ItS social, economic amd political institutions against the
illegal onslaught of settlers and of the Israeli occupation forces.

The participants expressed their support to the Israeli peace forces, who
are working under difficult conditions, especially after the coming into power
of an extremist Government. They called upon European NGOs end institutions
to support the Israeli peace forces and to give them their full support and
co-operation.

Participants appealed to the Security Council to assume and discharge its
responsibilities and to take urgent measures to emsure the physical protection
and to guarantee the safety and security of the Palestinian people under the
Israeli occupation, Including prevention of deportation of Palestinians, which
has been repeatealy condemmed by the Security Council and General Assembly.
The participants were encouraged that the European Governments, indeed all
Qovernments except that of the United States, supported the pruposal for
taking practical measures for the protection of the Paleetinian people and
urged all Governments to traneform their stated will into practical action
without delay. In this respect, the participante welcomed the decision of the
European Community to send a representative to Jerusalem as a step in the
right direction.

The participants stressed the urgent need to ensure a permanent presence
of European NGOs in the occupied Palestinian territory in order to monitor the
human rights situation there and to provide any possible protection to the
civilians. They further urged the European Parliament, other European
institutions and all European Qovernments to undertake all necessary measures
in that respec..

The participants also urged the Security Council, particularly the
permanent members, which include three European Governments, to make every
effort to facilitate the convening of the International Peace Conference on
the Middle East and to adopt interim measures, i.acluding the deployment of a
United Nations force to safeguard the physical security of the people of the
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occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and the people in other
occupied Arab territories.

The participants called upon European NGOs to continue their co-operation
and joint activities together with Israeli peace forces and Paleetiniane in
the spirit of the "1990, Time for Peace” initiative, and to participate in the
planned follow-up actions during 1990-1991. They also supported initiativea
to engage broader participation of peace forces from Arab countries in this
ao-operation, whiaeh should also aim at curbing the continuing dangerous
military buildup in the Middle East.

The participants requested the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People to provide every assistance
through the newly elected European Co-ordinating Committee for NGOs on the
Question of Palestine to European NGOs in implementing their reeolutions on
the question of Palestine. Such support could include sponsoring effective
meetings on special issues, etc., and the promotion of a better understanding
of the issues of special concern to the Palestinians and Israelis.

The participants also called upon the Committee to ensure that the United
Nations regional and international NGo meetings should continue to provide an
opportunity for diverse pointe of views to be axpressed 80 that a meaningful
dialogue might continue to be held among people of good will on all sides.
Phe participants called on all European countries to intensify their support
for the Committee’s activities. European Governments were urged to
participate in the work of the Committee as members or observers.

The ai- of the Symposium was - in addition to a meaningful dialogue - to
develop practical activities for concerted action by European NGOs. That part
of the work was therefore conducted in workshops, and the Symposium recelived
their recommendations. The participants commend them to all European NGOs for
their careful consideration and implementation.
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ANNEX X11

Reclaration adopted bv the Seventh United Nations International
NGO Meeting on the Queation of Palestine
(Geneva, 29 to 31 August 1990)

1. The Seventh United Nations International NGO Meeting on the Question of
Paleotine wae held under the auspices of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, at the United Nations Office at
Geneva from 29 to 31 August 1990. The Meeting was convened in response to Genmeral
Assembly resolution 44/41 B of 6 December 1990.

2. The Committee on the Baercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People was represented by a delegation comprising Mrs. Absa Claude Diallo
(Senegal), Committee Chairman, Mr. Alexander Borg Olivier (Malta), Rapporteurr
Mr. Samuel R. Insanally (Guyana); Mr. Ismail Resell (Malaysia); and

Mr. 2uhdi L. Terzi (Palestine).

3. A total of 229 non-governmental organiratione (NGOs) attended the Meeting,
64 of them as observers. Several observers from Governments, intergovernmental
organizations and United Nations bodies also attended the proceedings.

4. At the opening meeting, the Director-General of the United Nations Office at
Geneva made a statement on behalf of the Secretary-General. The Chairman of the
Executlve Comnittee of the Palestine Liberation Organisation sent a message, which
was read out by Mr. Nabil Ramlawi, Permanent Observer of Palestine to the United
Natione Off ice at Geneva. Other opening statements were made by

Mrs. Absa Claude Diallo and by Mr. Don Betx, Chairman of the International
Co-ordinating Committee of NGOs on the Question of Palestine (ICCP).

5. The programme for the Meeting was prepared by the Committee on the Exercise of
ti.e Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People in consultation with ICCP. The
overall theme was “Palestine and Israel: prerequisites for peace”. The four
panels and panelists were a6 follows:

Panel I: Wreaking the impasse in the peace process through the convening of
the International Peace Conference on the middle East: the influence of
Palestinian, Israeli and international NGO co-operation": Mrs. Tamar Gozansky
(Israel), mr. Mattityahu Peled (lsrael), and Mr. Nabeel Sha’ath (Palestinian);

Panel IX: “Intifadah update”: Dr. Mustafa Barghouti (Palestinian),
Mr. lIbrahim Dakkak (Palestinian), Mr. Hashem Mahameed (lIsrael) and
Dr. Haider Abdel Shafi (Palestinian);

Panel III: "The changing role of NGOs": Mr. Jean-Marie Lambert (ICCP),
Mr. Ghassan Abdallah (Palestinian), Mr. James Graff (Canada),
Mrs. Maha Muskalem-Nassar (Palestinian) and Mr. Amnon Zichroni (Israel);

Panel IV: “Movement of populations 1 the law and politics™:

Mr. lbrahim Abu-Lughod (Palestinian), Mr. amnon Zichroni (Israel) and
Mr. Bashir Al-Kairi (Palestinian).
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6. Six workshops were also held on the following topics! (@) women;s (b) peace
organizations; (c) Christian, Jewish and Muslim communities; (d) health;

{e) education; and if) agriculture. A number of special interest groups were also
organised by the participating NGOs.

7.  The NGOs participating in the Meeting adopted a final declaration as Well as
action-oriented propoaals emanating from the workshops. The report, iacludiag
summaries of the proceedings, will be issued as a publication of the Division for
Palestinian Rights.

8. The declaration adopted by participant NGOs reads as follows:

Declaxation

we, the non-governmental organisations (NGOs) gathered at the Seventh
International NGO Meeting on the Question of Palestine, are meeting at a time
when the Middle East situation is more serious and more threatenlag te world
peace than for many years. Ths need for the International Peace Conference in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 44/42 of 6 December 1959 and
earlier resolutions, for which we have called repeatedly at previous
International Meetings, has never been more urgent. we now call fer Steps by
the Secretary-General to prepare for the International pPeace Conference as a
matter of urgency. As the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian
people, the PLO should participate in the International Peace Conference on an
equal basis with all other parties to the conflict, as called for in
resolution 44/42. We remind all signatories to the fourth Geneva Convention
of their contracted obligation to ensure respect in all circumstances for the
Convention and to bring to justice persons committing or crdering to be
committed grave breaches of the Convention.

Meeting after elmost 1,000 days of the intifadah. we commend the
Palestinian people of the intifadah in their heroic struggle to end the
occupation and to implement the proclamation of 15 November 1958 of the
independent State of Palestine. we call upon all Governments to recognise the
state. We call for full iateraational support for the iatifadab. we strongly
uphold the support of the people of the intifadah for the PLO as the sole,
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. we strongly affirm that
the continuing denial of the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination
is entirely unacceptable and e~ etitutes a major danger to peace.

we are appalled at the continuing, bloody repression of the Palestinian
people by the Government of Israel and its endless violations of human rights,
both in Israel and in occupied Palestine. As well as condemning the
repression in occupied Palestine we condemn the official and escalating
discrimination by both legalistic and “iron-fist” methods against the
Palestinian citizens in Israel. We are gravely concerned with the increasing
and deliberate destruction of Palestinian culture and identity and call for
stroag international pressure for the reopening of all schools and
universities in occupied Palestine. Noting the refusal of the Israelil
Government to respond to the demands of the intoraational community, we call
for the application of effective international political and economic
sanctions against Israel to make it respect the rights of the Palestinian
people and comply with its obligations under the fourth Geneva Convention of
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12 August 1949. We note that Israel is designated as an occupying Power in
Security Council resolutions 607 (1988} aad 608 (1965) of 5 and 6 January 1956
and in other resolutions. We call for the urgent establishment by the
Security Council of an effective United Nations presence with a legal mandate
to protect the population of occupied Palestinian territory.

We condemn as unjust and unacceptable the actions of the Government of
the United States of America in vetoing on 31 May 1990 the otherwise
unanimously approved Security Council draft resolution for a United Nations
fact-t'inding mission to the occupied territories. We view with concern the
unwarranted suspension by the United States of its dialogue with the PLO on
20 June. We call for the immediate resumption of a serious and constructive
United States of America/PLO dialogue that would contribute to the convening
of the International Conference on Peace in the Middle East. We also condemn
the United States record of continuing congressional and executive actions
that hsve helped to make possible Israel’s repression of Palestinian human
rights .

Affirming the principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisition of
territory by force, we call upon Irag to withdraw from Kuwait in accordance
with Security Council resolution 660 (1990), as we continue to call upon
Israel to withdraw from the territory it occupies.

We note the power the United Nations has exercised to enforce Security
Council resolution 660 (1990) and call upon it to exert equal efforts to
enforce all other United Nations resolutions concerning the acquisition of
territory by force as part of a comprehensive Middle East peace settlement.
We call for all Middle East issues to be dealt with on an equal basis and in
accordance with international law. We welcome the peace initiative by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and also other imitiatives by members
of the League of Arab States.

We call for the end of the massive military buildup in the Middle East,
with the withdrawal of all foreign forces, and for any military presence to be
under United Nations control. We note that for many years, the policies of
successive United States Governments have helped and encouraged Israeli
occupation and annexation of Arab territory with gross violations of human
rights, even though United States law specifically stipulates that countries
engaged in gross violations of human rights are not eligible to receive United
States foreign aid. In this context, we condemn the double standards of the
United States Government.

We condemn the Israeli Government’s policy of settling Jews in the
occupied Palestinian territory, and other Arab territories, including
Jerusalem. We call upon all States concerned with Jewish emigration,
particularly the Soviet Union, to seek guarantees that such emigration will
not lead to settlement in the occupied territories, will not infringe the
rights of Palestinians either in Israel or occupied Palestine, and will not
infringe upon the Palestinian right of return. Noting from past experience
that the overwhelming majority of Jewish emigrants from the Soviet Union do
not wish to go to Israel, let alone to occupied Palestine, we call upon all
countries to which they might wish to immigrate to facilitate such immigration.



we call upon the Government of Israel to cancel the so-called
“anti-terrorism law", which prohibits Palestinians and Israelis from meeting
with official representatives of the Palestiaian people. Furthermore, we call
upon the Goveramant of Israel and its legislature to stop all proceedings to
deprive Mr. Mohanmed Miari of his parliamentary immunity and also to stop all
legal procedures to prosecute him for his pecticipation in the campaign of the
“boat of return”.

Recognising the extreme gravity of the present sltuation, we recognise
and stress the important role of the forces of peace in Israel which support
the International Peace Conference and an independent Palestinian State and we
strongly uphold them in all their efforts Por peace and justice for all
peoples.

Much of our work in this Meeting was conducted in workshops. We endorse
their conclusions and recommendations. We urge all Governments seriously to
consider the options defined by NGOs in this Declaration.

We urge the United Nations to convene an international meeting of NGOs in
the late summer of 1991, the venue and format to be decided in consultation
with the International Co-ordinating Committee for NGOs on the Question of
Palestine (1ccP), and to maintain its programme of regional symposia. We
commend the work of ICCP and its secretariat at Geneva and call upon the
United Nations to offer every possible assistance to the Committee and its
sacretariat,

We request the Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People to convey this Declaration to the
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session es part of the Committee’s
report. We urge that records of this meeting be disseminated widely by the
United Nations to NG0s, Governments and the media.

We thank the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People for convening this Meeting and we greatly appreciate the
presence of the Chairman, members and observers of the Committee. We thank
the pivisiorn for Palestinian Rights and all others of the Secretariat,
including the interpreters who assisted in this Meeting. We express our
appreciation to the distinguished experts who spoke here, and we regret that
some of our invited panelists and resource persons were prevented from
attending by Israeli authorities. The success of this Meeting was greatly
contributed to by all those herein mentioned.
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