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THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Letter dated 22 Mav 1990 from the Permanent ReoresentativeA
n to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit herewith the text of a statement issued on
22 May 1990 by a spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan on the
shooting of Palestinians and the escalation of the situation in the occupied Arab
territories (see annex).

I should be grateful if you would arrange to have this text circulated as an
official document of the General Assembly under item 35 of the preliminary list.

(Signed)Y o s h i o  H A T A N O
Ambassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of
Japan to the United Nations

* Reissued for technical reasons.
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Statement by a Spokesman of the Xinistry
of Foreign Affairs of Japan

on the Shooting of Palestinians and
the EecalatLon  of the Situation
in the Occupied Arab Territories

The Covarnment of Japan deeply deplores the shooting
incident which occurred  in tha Tel Aviv suburb of Rfrhon le Zion
on Way 20 and the rubsquant l 8calation of the situation which
has resulted in heavy casualties. The Government of Japan
exprreoar  it8 eincero  eympathy  for the Palestinian  victims and
their families and hopor that those injured will rwover soon.

Japan is gravely concorned  that this incident may result in
a furthar  deterioration  of conditions in tha occupied
territories, and calls upon thorn involved,  particularly on the
Israeli rid., to l xercirr aelf-restraint in coping with thm
s i t u a t i o n .

While the incident itrolf somu to have boon personally
motivated, the roaaon  f o r  the onnuing  violonca ir that the Middle
East peace procoma, especially  in rmmpoct  of the Palestinian
problem,  ia a t  a  rtandmtill. The Palortinianm  in the occupied
territorior  have had to  liva for docadom  under mavara poli t ical ,
economic, and l cial condition& while  tha goal of a just,
lasting and comprehmaiva peace in the Btiddla Eart rmmainm
elurivo.

The Covarnmnt of Japan rtrongly hoper that a now Israel
Govarnmant  will k rpodfly formod  and procrad to an early and
peaceful crolution  to tha situation in the Uiddlo Eart.
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