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THE SI TUATION IN THE M DDLE EAST

I have the honour to transmit herewith the text ofa statement issued on
22 May 1990 by a spokesman of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Japan on the

shooting of Palestinians and the escalation of the situation in the occupied Arab
territories (see annex).

| should be grateful ifyou would arrange to have this text circulated as an
official document of the General assembyunder item35 of the prelimnary |ist.
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ARNEX

Statement by a Spokesman of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Japan
on the Shooting of Palestinians and
the Escalation of the Situation
in the Occupied Arab Territories

. The Government of Japan deeply deplores the shooting
incident which occurred in the Tel Aviv suburb of Rfrhon le Zion
on Way 20 and the subsequent ® 8calation of the situation which
has resulted in heavy casualties. The Government of Japan
expresses its sincere sympathy for the palestinian victims and
their families and hopes that those injured will recovaer soon.

Japan is gravely concerned that this incident may result in
a further deterloration of conditions in the occupied
territorres, and calls upon those involved, particularly on the
|sraeli side, 400 ® xercirr self-restraint in coping with the
situation.

~ While the incident itself seems to have boon personally
motivated, the reason for the ensuing violence is that the Middle
East peace process, especially in respect of the Palestinian
problem, is at a standstill. The Palestinians in the occupied
territories have had to live for decades under severe political,
economic, and ® cial condition& while the goal of a just,
lntinq and comprehensive peace in the Middle Eart remains
elusive.

The Governmant Of Japan rtrongly hcpes that a now |srael
Government Will be speedily formed and proceed to an early and
peaceful solution to the situation in the Middle East.
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