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I have the hoaour  to  tra’smit  herewith  a  le t ter  addressed to  you f rom
Dr. Ahmed Esmat Abdel Meguid, PDeputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Egypt, coacernfng the  establ i shment  of  a  son8 free  f rom weapoas of  mass
destruction in the Middle East. and summarizing President Hosai Mubatak's statement
i n  th i s  r egard .

I  k i n d l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  B document  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l
Assembly, under items 35, 51, 57 and 58 of the preliminary list,  and of the
Securi ty  Counci l .

(ena) Amre M O U S S A
Ambassador

Permanent depresentative
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ANNEX

Letter from the Denutv Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of EqVpt addressed to the Secretary-General

The Middle East, as you are well awarer continues to be a highly volatile
conflict-torn region. Even in these times, when a rising tide of peace seems to be
emerging in different regions of the world, as you so succinctly remarked in your
report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session on the work of the
United Nations (A/44/1), "the situation of the Middle East remains a source of
profound and intense concern . ..'I.

Recent developments in the region have further underscored the importance and
urgency of safeguarding the Middle East from the ominous implications associated
with nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction.

Egypt has, for over 15 yearsl called for the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. This position emanated from our
unwavering commitment to nuclear disarmament, as well as nuclear weapons
non-proliferation, and our deep conviction that the introduction of nuclear weapons
into the Middle East would have devastating consequences on the prospects for
stability and security in the region, and for the maintenance of international
peace and security in general.

At the forty-third session of the General Assembly, the international
community once again reiterated its support for the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. In its resolution 43/65 of
7 December 1988, the General Assembly adopted without a vote, inter alia,
highlighted certain measures and steps to be considered by States of the region
pending the establishment of such a zone, foremost amongst which were adherence to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and the application of
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards to the nuclear facilities in
the States of the region.

It is worthy of note that Egypt and the other Arab States that have
significant nuclear programmes have undertaken these measures. They have met the
standard, universally acknowledged to be a legally binding determination, not to
acquire nuclear weapons, as well as the verification procedures imperative to
assure compliance. Now it is of paramount importance that all St.ates of the region
adhere to the said treaty, and accept the application of full IAEA safeguards to
their nuclear facilities.

Egypt has also taken an equally forthcoming position and active role in
disarmament efforts relating to other weapons of mass destruction, including in
particular chemical weapons. It is Egypt's considered opinion that chemical
weapons should be dealt with in a comprehensive and global context involving all
types of weapons of mass destruction, whether nuclear, chemical or biological, in
order to ensure international and regional security.
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President Hosni Mubarak, on 8 April 1990, categorically declared Egypt’s
support for ensuring that the Middle East bscorire  a zone free from all types Of
weapons of mass destruction. President Mubarak emphasized  the following:

(1) A l l  weapons  o f  mas s  de s t ruc t i on ,  w i thou t  excep t ion ,  shou ld  be  proh ib i t ed
in  the  Midd le  Eas t ,  i.e. n u c l e a r ,  c h e m i c a l ,  bioloqical,  e t c .

(2) A l l  S t a t e s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  s h o u l d  muke e q u a l  a n d
reciprocal  commitments  in  thih regard.

(3) Ver i f i ca t i on  measure s  and  moda l i t i e s  shou ld  be  88tabliShed  t o  i5SCertain
f u l l  c o m p l i a n c e  b y  a l l  S t a t e s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  w i t h  t h e  f u l l  s c o p e  of  the  proh ib i t i ons
without  except ion.

Egypt  shal l  cont inue to  work with  States  in  the  region,  and beyond,  towards
declariaq  the  Middle  East  a  zone free  from al l  weapons  of  mass destruct ion,  and the
e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  t he  r equ i s i t e  i n t e rna t i ona l  v e r i f i ca t i on  measure s ,  app l i c ab l e  to
a l l  t h e  Statea  o f  t he  r eg ion  on  an  equa l  ba s i s . I t  i s  our  s i ncere  hope  tha t  t he
other  States  of the  region wi l l  be  equal ly  forthcoming in  th is  regard,  as  we Strive
t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  prospectff f o r  a  j u s t , las t ing peace in  the  Middle  East.
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