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to the United Nations, addressed to the Secretary-General

New York, 19 July 1960

1. In accordance with the instructions of the Government of India and pursuant
to rule 13 (e) of the rules of procedure of 'the General Assembly, I have the honour
to propose the following item for inclusion in the provisional agenda of the
fifteenth reguler session of the General Asseumbly:

"SUSPENSION OF NUCLEAR AND THERMO-NUCLEAR TESTS"

|
2. The expleanstory memorandum in terms of rule 20 of the rules of procedure is
‘ )
atteched. A
|
(8igned) ¢,5. JHA
Ambassador Extracrdinary and Plenipotentiary

Permenent Representetive of India To the
United Netions

60-17530 [oos
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. The cessation of nuclear and thermo-nuclear tests has long been & subject of
concern to the United Nations. The General Asaembly'has consldered the problem at
ite last five sessions and at its fourteenth sesslon adopted two resolutions on
the subject, by votes of 78 and 60 in favour. These resolutions took note of the
negotiations in prOgreés at Ceneve, expressed appreclation to the States concerned
Tor thelr patient and sincere efforts to reach agreement and further expressed the
hope that agreement would be reached at an early date. The Assembly alsoc appealed
to the Stetes concerned in the Geneva dlscussions to continue their present
voluntary puspension of tests and appealed to other States to deslist from such
tests. In addition, the States coﬁcernea were reguested to report to the
Disarmament Commission and to the CGenersl Assembly the results of their
negotiations,

2, No report has so far bheen made to either the Disarmament Commission or the
General Assembly. Such informetion as the Govermment of Indie has of the
negotiations at (Geneva indicates thaf these continue to make progress though less
rapld then the Assembly had hoped. Meenwhile, the situation which these
negotiations are designed to control has worsened., The growth of nuclear
stockpiles, the development of new weapons, the progress made in the production

of missiles and in launching satellites into ouber space now add to possible
future tests an additional dimension of danger. At the same time, the radlation
from previous tests contlnues and even increases and the consequences for future
generations have yet to be determined., Finally, the number of countries
possessing nuclear weapons has increased; tests'have taken place, notwithstanding
the General Assembly's appeal and there is every possibility that yet more
countries mey be in & position to manufacture and to test nuclea; weapons thus
adding further to the existing hazards.

3. Both the progress made in produsing nuclesr weapons and the widening
knowledge of how to produce them meke 1t urgent that agreement should speedily be
reached on an agreement to cease tests which would commend world-wide adherence,
Failure to reach such an agreement adde to exipting tensions, reduces the prospects

of progress in disarmement and poses a progressive threat to the well-belng of
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present and future generations. The General Assenmbly also cannot remain
insensitive to the mounting pressure of world public opinicn for the cessation of
nuclear weapons tests.

L, In these circumstances, it is the view of the Government of Indie that a
reneved appeal should be addressed to the Powers taking part in the negotiations

at Geneva to redouble thelr efforts to reach mgreement and that the Assembly should
aleo call upon all States to desist from the testing of nuclear weapons, The
Government of India, accordingly, propose the itém "Suspension of nuclear and
thermo-nuclear tests" for the agenda of the fifteenth session of the General

Assenmbly.





