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The meeting was called to-order at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA YITEM 14 (continued)
REFORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY
(a) NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TRANSMITTING THE REPORT OF THE AGENCY (A/44/450)
{p) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/44/L.18)

Mr. AMIGUES (France) (interpretation from French): First, on behalf of
the European Community and its 12 member States I should like to convey my thanks
to the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for the
quality of his annual report on the Agency's activities in 1988 and for the
presentation he made teday in the Assenbly.

I express again our constant support for IAEA's objectives: to promote
international co-operation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energys for the healith
and prosperity of peoples all over the worlds and to help prevent the peoliferation
of nuclear weapons.

The Eurcpean Community's interest in the Agency's work is a reflection of the
place nuclear energy has taken in the life of many European citizens. I am pleased
in this regard to commend the work done by the Agency to promote safe and efficient
use of nuclear energy in certain areas of special interest to the members of the
Community.

In vregard to the structure of the report presented to us, I confirm, first of
all, our agreement on the Agency's technical assistance and co-operation
programmes. The Twelve attach special importance to the IAEA's activities to which
they make a significant contritution and by which the develeoping countries are able
to obtain, if they so desire, assistance in such varied spheres as the application
of isotopes and radiation in agriculture or industry, safety, nuclear engineering

and technology or even medicine, and basic reseacrch.




MM/ck A/44/9V. 40
3~5

(Mr. Amigues, France)

These programmes, the continuation of which was approved in 1988 in spite of
possible budgetary problems, are s constant illustration of the ceatribution made -
by nuclear technology to our struggle for health and well being in many parts of
the world. A

In the area o£~nnc1éat energy, ! recall the growing role played by this type
of energy in the overall production of elesctricity in the Community. The
proportion increased to 33.9 per cent in 1988, from 11.7 in 1980. That gives the
Fucopean Community special cesponsibilities with regard o nuclear energy, not only
towards its citizens but also towards the entire internationsl community.

The Twelve give pride of place to international co-operation in the areas of
gafety and radiation protection, and they welcome the priority given to these aress
in the TAEA's programmes. These issues should remain of major concern to the
Agency and the significant efforts made in cais field since 1986 - and continued in
1988 - should be equally dynamic in the years to come, The revisicn of the
Agency's codes on nuéiear safety standards (NUSS), the development of missions of
Operational Safety Review Teams (OSART), and the work of the International Nuclear
Safety Advisory Group (INSAG) are examples of basic work carried out by the Agency

in this sphere.
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I want to emphasize .ou: constéht inte:egt in and support for the Agency's
-activities in connection with waste managenent._ NMuclear-wagste manzgement - a
problem of which the public are quite rightly very such aware - will continue to
require close international co-operation in the future. We note with satisfaction
the useful role that the Agency has played in bringing about a consensus on the
principies that should be.applied in the treatment of high~activity waste. In this
regard, we velcome the establishment of the International Radicactive Waste
Managewent Mvisoéy Committee, whose task will be to provide guidelines and advice
in this sphere.

I should like also;, on beahalf of the Community, to express appreciation of the
efforts of the Agency to ensute progresa on the auestion of cesponsibility in the
event of nuclear damage. The adoption, in Septesber 1988, of a common protocsol on
civil responsibility was & important stage in this work.

In order to emphasize the importance that the Twelve attach to questions of
safety, they submitted to the 1289 Ganeral Conference, for the firat time, a joint
deaft resolution dealing with all aspects of the work of the Agency in this
sphere. The resolution, which veferred in particular to the need for a future
dialogue on reactorsg, was adopted hy consensus, “

Having demcnstcated the Community's agreement with the Agency's safety
zetivities and the firm determination to maintain their high priority, I wish to
emphasize the importance that the 'l\aelve attach to the safeguards gystem. The
mesbars of the Community believe that development of peaceful uses of auclear
energy should be part and psrcel of appropriate action 2gainst the danger of the
dissemination of weapons. We hope that this necessary bslance will be maintained
and strengthened during the international discussions that are to take place im

coning wmonths, aspecially at the Foucth Review Conferance of the Parties to the
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Treaty on the Non-Proliferation Treaty of Nuclear Weapons. The members of the
Buropean Community, whether or not they are parties to the Treaty and in accordance
with the principles of their respective foreign policies in the nuclear field, will
not fail to make their active contribution to the debate.

The European Community and its member States believe that the Agency's
safeguards system, which is an essential component of an effective international
non-proliferation régime, should be applied as widely as possible. The 'mel&e
reiterate their hope that all non-nuclear-weapon States will voluntarily subnit
their nuclear installations to the Agency's safeguards syste;n..

We have again this year noted with satisfaction that all nuclear materials
placed under the Agency's safeguards were to be used for peéc?ef:’ul purposes. In
this regard, we ccenfirm our confidence in the efficiency of the or;anization. the
staff and the methods used in the Department of Safeguazds.

One of the outstanding events of 1988 was the conclusion of a safeguards
agreement with China. This completed the series of voluntary agreenents between
the 2gency and the five nuclear-weapon States members.

With regard to peaceful uses of muclear energy, also, we ghould think in the
long term. I shall refer to two areas in which in 1988 the Agency began or
continued studies of use for the future, in addition to the area of the problem of
hazardous wastes, which I have already mentioned.

In connection with studies of controlied thermonuclear fusion, a new stage was
reached with the establishment and the inaugural' meeting of the Council of the
Intematimai Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor project. There can be no doubt
that international co-operation on such an ambitious project as an experimental
thermonuclear reactor is powerful encouragement to all those throughout the world

who in the future will be working on this type of energy.
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The Agency has alsc tackled the problems of protection of the environment and
the risks of global warming of the atmosphere. Its consideration of the
possibility of ecologically rational, lasting development might constitute a
starting-point for the studies that will be actively pursued in this important
sphere,

It should be noted, however, that, as in previous years, some problems persist
and may influence the conditions in which the Agency carries cut its tasks. Delays
in the payment of some contributions to the general budget again in 1988 gave rise
to alarming financial difficulties. It is in the interest of all member States
that the Agency receive in good time the funds they have committed themselves to
providing.

The States of the European Community reiterate their concern at the fact that
the Agency has become involved in questions of a political nature that come within
the purview of other bhodies. This compromises the role of the Agency in fulfilling
its statutory task of promoting peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

In conclusion, I should like to reaffirm the willingness of the States of the
European Community to continue and develop close co-operation with the
International Atomic Energy Agency in all areas of the peaceful uses of nuclear
energy, and the sincere hopes for its success that accompany that willingness.

Mr, HOHENFELLNER (Austria): The repozt of the International Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA) on its activities in 1988 provides us with a welcome
opportunity to commend the exemplary effiéiency and effectiveness of that Agency

within the United Nations system. In fulfilmont of its mandate, the Agency has

been inatrumental both in acting as a catalyst for the establishment of safely
standards and other normative pz'ocedutes' designed to enhance the safety of the

; H
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harnessing of nuclear 'ene:gy and in the application of safeguards. These are two
principal tasks of the Agency ~ tasks that-all Member States, whatever their
national attitude to the use of nuclear energy for the production of electricity,
will wish to support, since only persistent international co-operation can provide
us with a means of veducing the dangers inherent in the utilization of nuclear
energy. My delegation notes with satisfaction the unfailing and innovative efforts
of the Agency in this regard.

It is with great pleasure that we take this opportunity to congratulate
Mr. Blix on his reappointrent as Director General of the Agency for a further
period of four years. We are convinced that, under his able guidance and
leadership, the Agency will continue its efforts to find sclutions te the manifold
unresolved issues arising from the harnessing of nuélear enerqgy.

It is well known to all assembled here that Austria is not in the mainstream
of those States that place confidence in nuclear éowez as é means of dealing with
the increased global demand for energy. Yet, in spite of this refusal to regard
nuclear power as a viable remedy for all shortcomifige in the energy sector, we
extend our full support snd encouragemen. for the essential undertakings of the

Agency.
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For it is precisely in those fields directly related to the expressed concern
of the Austrian population - the safety of nuclear power and the elaboration of a
tégi:;ne to deal with the inevitable shortcomings of safety - that the conscientious
and professional work of the Agency is unrivalled and merits our encouragement.

The programme on nuclear safety has the highest priority among the Agency's
ac.t;ivities dealing with the various aspects of nuclear power. We take note with
sati#faction that over the past year the Agency has successfully continued its
auest for the elaboration of guidelines, codes of practices, and safety principles
on such issues as the physical protection of nuclear material, radicactive waste
transactions and the underground disposal of high-level waste.

In that context, we wish to reiterate our view that in crder to be truly
effective on a world-wide bagis such nuclear safety standards must necessarily
become generally applicable and universally binding in character. Given the
trahsbodndaty effects of the use of nuclear energy, we do not accept the argument
that nuclear safety lies outside the scope of international requlation by vittt':e of
its being exclusively a matter of national responsibility and jurisdiction. It is
our sincére hope that the necessary political will on that crucial issve can be
mobilized.

In view of the fact that the occurence of accidents can never be excluded,
Austrié is spécifically interested in reducing their probability in order that the
likelihood of their leading to uncontrolliable disasters be minimized. In addition,
Austria is of the firm convicticn that a world-wide system of liability
safegugzding the interests of damaged parties must bhe further prometed. Such a
system should not only amend the existing régimes on civil liability but also take
-~ into accou'ht the ultimate liabllity of the operator Stete for transboundary nuclear
damaée. For, in the light of the potentially catastrophic effects of nuclear

ae_cident_s, causing damage not only to a great number of individuals but also to the
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environment in general, only such a comprehensive instrument could do justice to
the legitimate interests of all parties concerned. Thus, civil liability should
urgently be supplemented by a system of State liability.

For that reason, Austria has actively participated in the Working Group that
was convened for the first time in June this year and entrusted with the task of
studying all aspects of liability for nuclear damage. The establishment of the
oper-ended Working Group is of prime importance in that regard and deserves our
fullest support.

Austria attaches great importance %o the Agencf's activities in the area of
technical assistance and co-operation designed to assist Member States in
benefitting from industrial standards and developments as well as from advances and
experiences attained in the scientific and technological fields.

At a time when the disarmament process has entered a new era marked by wider
possibilities and far-reaching prospects, it is alsoc fitting to recall the role of
the IAEA as an arms-control verification agency. The forthcoming 1990 Review
Conference of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons will provide
an opportunity to draw the attention of the international community to the
important role the Agency is Playing in this field and will have to play in the
future.

Mr. ZACHMANN (German Democratic Republic): The delegation of the German

Democratic Republic wishes to thank the Director General of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mr. Blix, for his informative introduction of the IAEA
annual report for 1988. We should alsc like to express our warmest congratulations
to Mr. Blix on his re-election as Director General of the Agency.

The current situation is characterized by progress achieved in disarmament,
particularly in the nuclear field. That being the case, the conditions for the

peaceful usec of nuclear energy and thus for the activities of the IAEA will no
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doubt improve in the long run. The Treaty be;iween the United States of America and
the Union of S_oﬁét Sociai@s_'t .Republics on the ‘Eliminati«_m of Their
Int:er:me.\o:ii.at:e--.lftau.xge3 and Shorter-Range Missiles is being) i‘nﬁp;emented. The Soviet
decisjon to oeasé:;btéducti_on' of highly enriched utaniu:m for n_li.l].ita:y purposes and
the shutting-down,jovf its plutonium reactors is of great sig:z:\ifid'?nce for nuclear
disarmament and helps strengthen the régime on the non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons.

We have notéd with interest the fact that in the United Staﬁes. too, reactors .
for the production of weapons-gracde plutonium and tritiom have been closed down.
Has the time not come now to conclude an international agreement on the cessation
and prohibition of the production of fissionable material for weapons purposes?
Such a step and a comprehensive ban on nuclear-weapon tests would considerably
improve the conditions for nuclear disarmament.

;rhe German Democratic Republic commends the active rcle the IAEA plays in
streﬁgthening the régime on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and in
promoting a mutually beneficial co-operation in the world regarding the peaceful
uses of nuclear energy and a safe development of nuclear energy management.

The non-proliferation of nuclear weapons remains an important prerequisite for
the peaceful use of atomic energy. The forthcoming Fourth Review Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons will provide an
opportunity for a broad exchange of views on all parts of the Treaty. The
objective . wuld be to enlarge the circle of participants, to consolidate the
Treaty in all its aspects and to ensure its further realization.

Of primary importance for the strengthening of the Treaty are fresh agreements
on arms limitation and disarmament in the nuclear £ield. What matters most today

is a Soviet-American treaty on a 50-per-cent reduction of chog@ oountries®
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steetegic olfensive ares and a nuclear-test ban. Tactical weapons should also be
included in the disacmament process. Jointly with a large majority of States, the
German Demccratic Republic is calling for the immediate accession of South Africa
and Iaca2l to tae non-proliferation Treaty and the placing of all their nuclear
activities under the nuclear safeouards of the IAEA. We therefore welcome the
mytusl information circulated by the depositaries of the Treaty at the thirty-third
session of the IABA Genera) Conference on the resumption of negotiations with South
Afvica with a view ¢o the latter's accession to the Treaty, and we expect an early |
and positive answer on the part of Scuth Africa. The study on various modalitiés
of application of IAEA safeguards in the Middle Easgt prepared by the Agency is a
valusble contrihution towards the implementation of General Assembly resolution
43/65 and should he taken account of when drafting the study on measures to bé ‘

taken.
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The Agency's nuclaar safeguards are of utmost importance for ensuring the
non-preliferation of auclear weapons. The high dagres of reliability and
effectiveness of the safequards must he retained, and the required.financial means
should be made available.

In the report we noted with interest that in 1988, as in previous years, the
Agency did not detect any facts that would testify to. diversion of safeguarded
nuclear materials snd facilities to the manufacture of nuclear weapons'pr to other
military purposes or to the manufacture of nuclear expiosive devices. It must not
be overlooked, however, that there are obstacles .in the way of the nuclear
safequards éystem. Apart from the settlement of the financial problems, we
cdnsidet it urgent that pending verification agreements be concluded and the
nﬁclear activities of all nuclear-weapon States be subordinated to comprehensive
nuclear éafeguards. The German DPemocratic Repub;ic will also in the future meet
its obligations vis-j-vis the Agency and enhance the safequards system of the IAEA
by way of {its support programme.

The annual report for 1988 reflects the efforts made by the IAEA and its
member States for the further congolidation of international co-operation in the
field of nuclear safety and radiological protection. It is to be welcomed that
there has heen an increase in the numher of States Parties to the Convention on
Early Notification of a Neclear Accident and the Convention on Agsistance in the
Caze of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emergency. BAs far as the German
Democratic Republic is concerned, it has intensified its activities for the
strengthening of nuclear safety in both tne national and international frameworks.
Since 1987, bilateral agreements on the exchange of information on radiological

protection have bheen concluded with six States. Only recently, a trilateral




o

MLT /bg A/44/PV. 40
17

(Mr. Zachmann, German
Democratic Republic)

agreement was signed between the German Democratic Republic, the USSR and the
Federal Republic of Germany on questions related to nuclear safety.

.The review by the IAEA of the recommendations concerning the physical
protection of nuclear material and their Planned publication is commendable. It
would be desirable for further States to accede to the Convention on the Physical
Protection of Nuclear Material so as to give it a universal character. It was with
interest that my country received the agreement reached between the Agency and the
World Association of Nuclear Operators, with a view to giving fresh impetus to the
activities of both organizations towards enhancing nuclear safety. ihe nuclear
satefq standards revised last year are of great importance. The German Democratic

Republic uses them as the basis for national provisions for the safety of its

- nuclear reactors.

In connection with the current IAEA Programme in the field of nuclear safety
énd radiological protection and with the promotion of international co-operation in
the safe and peaceful uses of nuclear energy, the Agency should adopt the ideas
submitted by the USSR at the thirty-third session of the General Conference on the
creation of a research centre at Chernobyl under the auspices of the organization,
on the building of atomic reactors of new generations and on the holding of a
conference on issues related to nuclear energy and environmental protection.

In the view of the German Democratic Republic, the programme on technical
assistance is a central concern of the Agency. Over the past 10 years it has
continuously increased in 8scope, owing to the system of indicative planning figures
and the voluntary contributions in national currencies. The German Democratic
Republic will also in the future contribute to that programme, providing equipment
and documentation, training scholars and scientists from developing countries,

holding training coucses, organizing study tours and sending experts.
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In conclusion, let me state that the delegation of the German Demycratic
. Republic fully supports draft resolution A/44/L.18.

Mr. ‘AHMED (Pakistan): The delegation of Pakistan has carefully studied
the report of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for the year 1988.
Before commenting on this report, I wish to congratulate the Director General of
the Agency, Mr. Hans Blix, for his comprehensive and impressive statement regarding
the activities of the Agency during last year. I should like to avail myself of
this opportunity to commend Mr. Blix and his colleagues for their dedication to the
MAgency and its responsibilities and objectives.

Pakistan attaches great importance to the work and aims of the IAEA. The
Agency 's assistance to member States in the use of nuclear technology for peaceful
purposed has made a vaiuable contribution to their development effortas and to the
well~being of their people. HMany developing countries, including Pakistan, have
benefited from their collaboration wi’a the Agency.

The fast dspletion of the world's fosgil fuel resources, the growing menace to
our environment and the unmistakable signa of the ecological disaster facing
mankind have underlined the importance and viability of nuclear energy as a source
of power. In the case of Pakistan, I might mention here that ocur limited forest
wealth in the north-western region has been seriously ravaged in the recent past by
the influx of over 3 million refugees from neighbouring Afghanistan.

The crisis in the energy field facing Pakiatan and other Geveloping countries
ia demonstrated by the fact that the developing countries of the world, which
contain two thirds of the world '.s pepulation, account; for only 16 per cené of
commercial energy consumption. Againat this, the advanced countries, with leas

than one third of the world's population, consume 84 per ceni: of the world's
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energy. The United States alons consunes 36 per cent. It is obvious that if the
developing countries are to escape from poverty the development of all energy
gresources in those countriés is an essential prerequisite. Both conventional and
nuclear power plants will be needed to overcome the crippling shortage of energy in

the developing countries.
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We appreciate the continuing efforts of the IAEA to help atrengthen the
infrastructure for the planning, establishment and operation of nuclear power
projects in developing countries through interregional and naticnal training
courses and technical co-coperation projects. I should like to commend the Agency
for the assistance it provides to developing countries in assessing the role of
nuclear power in their national energy plansz, and the introduction of nuclear
techniques in the field of food and agriculture, wedicine and physical science,
which is proving to be extremely useful in their efforts to achieve socio-economic
development. Our delegation would like to place on record its deep appreciation
for the assiatance and advice rendared to Pakistan by the IAEA in the formulation
of its programmes for nuclear power generétion. necessitated by the severe
shortages of non-rerewable sources of energy in the cocuntry.

According to the IAEA's 1988 report, the total installed nuclear power
generation capacity worldwide increased by about 4.3 per cent during 1988. Nuclear
power plants accounted for about 17 per cent of the world's electricity genetated
in 1988. At the end of last year there were 429 nuclear power plants in operation
worldwide. According to the IAEA report, 105 nuclear raactors are now under
construction. It is our earnest hope that the developing ccuntries will also
benefit from the expansion of nuclear power and that the Agency will be able to
step up its programme of assisting the developing countries, whose development is
seriously impeded by energy shortage.

Pakistan has always attached importance to the Agency's existing safeguards
system, which has demonstrated its reliability and effectiveness in detecting any
diversion of nuclear materials to non=peaceful éurposes. We have noted from the
Director General's report that no anomaly was detected during ;1988 that could
indicate diversion of nuclear material or misuse of other material and equipment

under safeguards. The Director General has concluded that
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"nuclear material under Agency safeguards in 1988 remained in peacaful nuclear

activities or was otherwise adequately accounted for®. (A/44/450, IAEA -

GC- gXXXIIIQZB'IB" ‘para. 447)

Pakistan dontinues to support IAEA's activities in the field of nuclear
utcguaidc. We believe, however, that a proper balance should bhe majntained
between the funds allocated for technical assistance and those provided for
safeguards. It is our view that the concept of zero-growth cannct he applied to
the IAEA's technical assistance Programme. During the past two decades the IAEA's
safeguards budget has heen increasing in a ratio of three to one, as comparad to
its technical assistance Projramme. The amounts allocated for technical assistance
40 not correspond to the urjent need of the developing countries for expans ion of
their nuclear enerqgy programmes. This trend has to be arrested and 2 higher
percentage of the budget should be provided for technical assistance. Moreover, as
is the case with nuclear safeguards, technical assistance activities of IAEA should
be financed through predictable and assured asources of funding.

Pakistan is committed to the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. It is our
earnest hope that the Agency will, in keeping witl its charter and mandate, assign
top priority to the development of nuclear energy for peaceful pu:poses. This task
;' has become all the more iuportant as the developing eountr:les ace faced with
increasing resistance from some States in their efforts to acquire technology for
the development and advancement of their pesceful nuclear energy programmes. )

The General Assembly, through its resolution 32/50, has categorically affited
that

"All States have the right, in accordance with the principles of
sovereign equality, to develop their programme for the peacaful use of nuclear

technology for economic and social development, in conformity with their

Priorities, interesta and needs®. (resolution 32/50, para. 1 (b))
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The resolution 2130 clearly states that
“All States, without discrimination, should have access to ard should be

free to acquire nuclear t:'echnology.; equipment and materials for the peaceful

use of nuclear energi('. (ibid., para. 1 {e))

We believe that all States Members qf the United Nations should abide by thase
Principles in 6rder to chack and iéverse the negative trends impeding co-operation
in the field of peaceful nuclear e;ae:;gy. Iﬁ'fact the developing countries should
be provided all the necessary means to develop their nuclear energy capacity, which
has a vital role to play in their economic growth,

~ We cormend tﬁe initiatives taken by the Agency in thé field of safety and
radiological protection. Pakistan has alte.;ady acceded to the two safety
conventions - namely, the Convention on Eariy Notification of a Nuclear Accident
and the Convention on Assistance in the case of a Nucleat Accident or Radiological
Emergency. We believe that nuclear safety is a shared concCern of all Member
States. A nuclear accident anywhere in the world would have adverse eff_ect# on. the
glchal environment and undermine the viability of the already depressed nuclear
industry. However, the growing tendency to use the nuclear safety iss‘ue for
restricting co-operation in the peaceful uses of nuclear techﬁology is rggrettabie
and should be avoided.

Pakistan has endeavoured to promote an international agreement prohibiting
attacks against all nuclear facilities. The newly democratic Govetnment. led hy
Mohtarama Benazir Bhutto, recently concluded an agreement with the Government of
India in this regavd. We believe such agreements would enhance nuclear safety. We
would also wish to reiterate the need for sharing safety-related infomation within
the framework of the IAEA. This is extremely importmt in order to prevent the

pessibility of nuclear accidents. As the tragic experience of the Chernobyl
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accident showed, the disastrous effects of such accidents on humanity and global
environment would be greatly detrimental to the acceptance and development of
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes.

Nuclear reactor accidents in recent years have und;rlined the essential need
for proper maintenance and repair of such reactors. It is a matter of deep regret
that in certain cases essential spare parts are not being provided for reactors
even when they are under the Agency safeguards. This deplorable situation reauires
immediate redress. We call upon all the supplier States éo provide full
maintenance coverage to the reactors provided by them,

Pakigtan is pleased to join the consensus in suppott of the draft resolution
cn the report of the Int:ernatiou;;sl Atcmic Energy Agency.

Mr. BOU Zhitong (China) (interpretation from Chinese): The Chinese

delegation listened with great attention to the statement made by Mr. Blix,
Di:écto: Ceneral of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAER), in presenting
the annual report of the IAEA for 1988. The report has shown that over the past
vear the Zgency has done much and made gratifying headway in promoting the peaceful
uses of nuclear energy. For instance, it has done a great deal of useful work to
he;p its member States develop nucleaé povwer and promote nuclear applications. Its
activities for fostering international co-operation in areas of nuclear safety,
facilitating research on radioactive waste disposal and management, and
strengthening radiation protection guidance, and its publication of the revised
safety regulations for nuclear power plants, are generally welcomad by menber

sﬁites.
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The Agency should be given full credit for the series of steps and measures it
has taken to raise the implementation rate of its technical co-operation projects,
use effectively financial resources for technical assistance, and monitor and
evaluate the effect of technical assistance projects. Thanks to the concerted
efforts of the member States and its secretariat, the Agency has played a positive
role in the implementation of safeguards. we hereby express our appreciation of
all this,

The Chinese Government has always attached great importance to and supported
t:he work of the IAEA. Although China is a tela tively new member of the Agency, it
has taken an active part in many aspects of its activities. During the past year
China has hosted in co-operation with the Agency a series of activi ties, namely:
the Training Seminar of INIS Input and Output, the Second FAO/IAEA Research
Co~ordination Meeting on the Use of Isotopes in Studies of Pesticide Regidues in
Rice~Fish Ecosystems, the meeting of the Technical Committee on Electron Cyclotron
Emissions, the Regional Training Course on Radiation Sterilization of Tissue Crafts
for Safe Clinical Use in Health Care, the FAO/IAEA Research Co-ordination Meeting
on Radiation-induced F1 Sterility in Lepidoptera for Area-wide Control, and the
Third Regional Workshop on Energy, Electricity and Nuclear Power Planning.

Within the framework of the Asian and Pacific Regional Co-operative Agreement,
China funded the Agency's Regional Training Course on Formulation Technology for
Radiation Crosslinking Application. Furthermore, China has sent experts to Asian
and Pacific developing countries to provide technical services, and has ceceived
technicians from some other countries for professional training.

China has bheen actively and steadily developing nuclear povwer. 1In doing so,
we have always adhered to the policy of giving top priority to quality and safety,
while vigorcusly promoting- international co-operation in the field of nuclear

safety, including co-operaticn with the Agency.
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In general, Chi!;a has made its contributions to strengthening co-apera tion .
with the Agency and with other countries.

In its co-operation with other countries in the nuclear field, China strictly
follous a policy of not standing for, encouraging or helping the development of
nuclear weapons by other countries. When exporting nuclear materials and
equipwent, China re&uests the receiving country to place these under IAEA
safeguards. When importing such materials and equipment, China alsoc ensures that
they will be used solely for peaceful purposes. Fo}louing the same line, last year
Chi.na formally signed with the Agency an agreement to place some of its civilian
nuclear facilities under the Agency's safeguards. Not long ago we fulfilled the
donmestic ’1ega1 procedures related to the agreement, which has now entered into
force. The Chinese Government will abide strictly by t;he obligations set out in
the agreement. Meanwhile, on ‘10. 'J'anua:y this year, China acceded to the Convention
on Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, showing the great itﬁportance we attach
to the protection of nuclear material in international transit.

Pursuing an .in@penaent foreign policy of peace, China 'steaéfastly implements
the pelicy of opening to the outside world. 1In the field of peaceful uses of
nuclear enerdy, we shall, as always, continue to develop bilateral and mnltiiate:al
relations with other countries, regions and international organizations and
co-opecate even more closely with the Agency on the basis of the principles of
regpect for eove?eigney. non~interference in inteznal affairs, equality and mutual
benefit.

In concluaion, the Chinese delegatioﬁ would like to express its great
apéreciation of the Agency's work. We endorse its annual report and supéort draft

regolution A/44/L.18.
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.Mt;'SO'rIROV (Bulgaria) (inteepretation from Ruseian): Over the past year
the role of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) as a recognized,
authoritat?ve centre for international co-cperation in peacefu]: uses of nuclear
energy has been strengthened. The development of nuclear energy emerged from a
- reappraisal of decisions adopted earlier and from heightened public interest in
nuclear problems. Our country believes in the need for further Gevelopment of
nuclear energy, with the establishment of a strengthened international régime for
its safe production and use and for the safe disposal of nuclear wastes. We attach
great importance to the IAEA'g programme on atomic energy, which is designed to
enhance nuclear and radicactive safety. The basic principles for the safety of
nuclear power installations, which were drafted by an international working group
and published by the Agency in March of last Year, constitute an essential
contribgtion in the area of the safe use of nuclear energy.

We draw attention a.lso to the general usefulness of the series of programmes
. designed to ensure accura‘cy in assessing the safety of nuclear installation, in the
development of which Bulgarian experts participated. At the beginning of this .year
there was a meeting in Sofia of a technical committee of the Agency on the use of
the programmes in this sphere,

The signing of the Joint Protocol Relating to the Application of the Vienna
Convention and the Paris Convention dealing with civil li:ability for nuclear
damage, and the establishment of a working group to deal with a whole geries of
igsues connected with liability for nuclear damage, were important contributions to
the establishment of an internaticnal régime for the safe use of nuclear energy.

Of special significance in connection with nuclear and radicactive safety is the

physical protection of nuclear material and its use in nuclear installations, as
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well as broad adherence to the Convention on Fhysical Protection of Nuclear
Material, the Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident, and the
Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological

Emergency. The Agency also has a role to play in the protection of nuclear

- {nstallations from attack.
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We would welcome an active role by the Agency in the field of protaction of
the environment and its giving greater attention to the relationship between safe
use of nuclear energy and protection of the envicronment; in our view this would go
a long way in restoring the public's confidence in nuclear enercgy.

In October this year in Sofia a regional agreement will be signed among the

menbars of the Council for Mutual Econonric Assistance on operational notification

and assistance in cases of nuclear and radiological accidents. I should like to
inform the General Assembly that an agreement has been concluded between the
Covernments of the People's Republic of Bulgaria and the Republic of Greece on
oparational notification in cases ¢f nuclear accidents and on information on
nuclear installations.

Nuclezr energy in my country has continued to develop successful.ly in the past
year. The share cf nuclear energy production at nuclear power-stations was
36 per cent of overall clectric energy production in the country. We are now
comple ting our construction of block No. 6 of the nuclear power-station at
Kozloduy, and continuing with the construction of a nuclear power-station in
Belen., With the assistance of the Agency, we are also carrying out a number of
measures to enhance nuclear and radiolegical safety. Our country actively supports
the Agency's programme of technical assistance and co-oparation and reqularly
discharges its obligations in voluntary contributions.

The People's Republic of Bulgaria provides study gcants for members of the
Agency and to the extent possible makes available equipwent and expert assistance
to the Agency. In 1990 we shall make a voluntary comtribution of $72,800 in
national currency to the fund for technical assistance and co-operation. Here we
should like once again to repeat our view that there .13 no need for the 8 par cent

allowance for compensation for technical assistancej that allowance has lost its
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original pnrpose. We wish also to point out the need for more universal support
for programmezs of technical assistance and co-operation, and we call upon all
countries to take an active part in making voluntary contributions to the fund for
technical assistance and co-operation. We cannot deem as normal a situation
whereby only 40 per cent of the States members of the Agencv support the technical
assistance programme.

We express our gratitude to the Agency for the assistance given in 1988 and
for the excellent co-operation we have had with it. We are prepared in future to
expand our participation and to strengthen our relationship with the Agency and
these activities.

The Agency's safeguards programme is a uvnique contribution to the peaceful
uses of nuclear energy and the strengthening of confidence in the use of nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes. All countries have an interest in the successful
achievement of such safeguards.

We note with satisfaction that in 1988 the Agency did not detect any diversion
of nuclear materials under safeguards or the misuse of nuclear facilities for the
production of nuclear weapons.

The People's Republic of Bulgaria has put all its nuclear activities under
Agency safeguards. Last year for the first time we put under safeguards block
No. 5 of the nuclear power-station in Fozloduy - the first block of the VVER~1000
type outside the Soviet Un ion's bordera. In this block we worked out, with the
active participation of Bulgarian experts, operations for the safe and proper
centrol of nuclear materials, including underneath the reactor's shell. Bulgarian
specialists worked out and presented to the Agency a computerized system for the

accounting of nuclear materials.
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Next year we shall have the Review Conference of the Treaty on the
Non-Proliiferation of Nuclear Weapons. In our view it should play an impor‘t;ant role
in the further strengthening of the non-proliferation régime and strengthen
international confidence and security. We are certain that the Agency will play
-its part in preparing for the conference.

Our delegation is prepared toc endorse the proposals of the Governing Council
on a draft budget for the Agency for the year 1990 and also on the scale of
assessments. We assure menbers that we shall honour our obligations vis-A-vis the
budgaet in due course. In this connection we draw attention to the fact that
arrears of States members of the International Atomic Energy Agency to the regular
budget have gone above $12 million and that no administrative measures can replace
the tirely payment by member States of their financial obligations to the regular
budget. We endorse the Agency's report for the year 1988 and express our gratitude
for the work done.

Cur position on the staff of the Agency's secretariat and on the amendment to
section A.2 of article VI of the statute and to article VI as a whole are well
known, and we shall not repeat them here.

In conclusi&n, I should like to express our gratitude for the high quality of
the work done and our support for the activities of the IAEA in developing
international co-operation in the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. We
are prepared to do our utmost for the further strengthening of the Agency and for
enhancing its authority.

Me. PETROVSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from
Russian) ¢ The Soviet delegation has listened with satisfaction to the statewment of
Mr. Hans Blix, Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IABA),

who presented the Agency's 1988 report. Though traditional in format, thia
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document is different in that it shows an imaginative search for ways and means of
attaining the objectives facing the Agency in such a way as to meet today's growing
recuirements. The fact that the report is meaningful and innovative - two features
that complement one another - is in large measure the outcome of the fruitful work
of the International Atomic Energy Agency and its Director General.

I should like to take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. Blix on his
appointment as Director General of the Agency for yet another term and to express
ocur gratitude to him for all the useful work he does as head of that authoritative
international organization.

The IAEA's vigorous and fruitful activities are held in high esteemn in the
Soviet Union. When the Agency was established it was at the time of the world
comuunity's collective response to the challenges of the nuclear age, a response
stemming from the peaceful use of atomic energy as an alternative. Nowadays the
IAEA's involvement in addressing such global problems as using atomic energy
exclusively for peaceful purposes, meeting man's energy needs and improving the
world's environmental sitﬁation provides conclusive evidence that this unique
international organization is gaining ‘in effectiveness and dynamism.

There is no denying that the IAEA's expanding activities are inseparable from
improvements in the international political atmosphere. The real features of this
new stage in international relations may be seen in nuclear disarmament, which got
off the ground with the entry into force of the Treaty between the United States of
America and the Union of Soviet Socislist Republics on the Elimination of Their
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles ~ the INF Treaty - in intensified

negotiating efforts to reach an agreement on 50 per cent cuts in strategic
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offensive wveapons; in a search for a solution to the nuclear-testing problem; in
the emerging outlines of a convention banning cherical weaponsy in the businesslike
frame of mind displayed by the participants in the talks on conventional armed
forces and confidence-building measures in Burope; and in every form of
verification, openness and conversion to be asserted as concomitant disarmament

neasures.
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But there is also some feedhacks the Agency not only relies on changes focr .
the batter in the world, but also promotes the progressive evolution of those
trends in the interests of all. Moreover, the United Nations and the system of its
international bodies form a whole in wvhich the IAEA emerges as one of the principal
deiving forces fostering this process.

Today the JAEA conducts three-pronged activities: reinforcing the nuclear
weapon non-proliferation régime, expanding international co-operation in the
peaceful use of nuclear power, and promoting the safe development qﬁ:@ucleat power
engineering.

The leading part the Agency plays in ensuring the verification of
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons is reccgnized everywhere.

We note with satisfaction the section in the report that states that

"In 1989, as in previous years, the [Agency's] gsecretariat did not detect
any deviations which would indicate the divecsion cof 2 significant amount of
safeguarded nuclear material - or the misuse of facilities, eauipme~t or
non-nuclear material subject to safeguards - for the manufacture of any
nuclear weapon, or for any other military purpose, or for the manufacture of

any other nuclear explosive device". (A/44/450, IAEA GC (XXXIII) /873,

para. 447)

The Soviet Union consistently presses for an increase in the effectiveness of
the IAEA safeguards system and for an extension of the verification régime to cover
all nuclear activities of non-nuclear-weapon States. In a situation where the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons has in practice demonstrated its
effectiveness and usefulness, and whecve article VI of the Treaty increasingly gains
in substance as a rasult of the United States-Soviet negotiating procesa - which

was given fresh impetus in Wyoming - there are no grounds whatsoever to question
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the peace-making significance of this crucial international instrument. It is our
deep conviction that the non-prolifecration Treaty can be superseded only by a
comprehensive international treaty on the non-revival of nuclear weapons after
their complete and defii.itive elimination. Purposeful efforts are needed to
maintyin and further strengthen the Treaty with a view to making it universal in
scope. Strict compliance by all parties with the Treaty's provisions, including
their ohligation to Dlace their peaceful nuclear activities under IAEA safeguards
and to oconclude relevant and timely agreemments with the Agency, is of increasing
importance to the enhancement of universal security.

Those are the positions we have adopted in approaching the preparations for
and the holding of the Fourth Review Conference, in 1990 - a landmark forum called
upon to promote further coneolidation of the non-proliferation régime.

The controlled cessation of fissionable material production for military
purposes is an essential element ale¢o in switching over to the exclusively peaceful
use of atomic energy.

The Soviet Union announced that this year it is ceasing the production of
highly enriched uranium, that in 1987 it closed down one reactor producing
weapona-grade plutonium, and that it plans to shut down a few more such reactors in
1989 2nd 1990. 1In his address to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session,
the head of the Soviet delegation, Foreign Minister Eduvard Shevardnadze, said that
the Soviet Union had adopted a programme to end production of all
Plutoniun-producing reactors hy the year 2000.

6ut delegation is under instructions today to inform the General Assembly in
greater detail about that prcgrammes 1In addition to the ¢hree reactors for
weapons-grade plutonliun already‘ahut down near the town of Kyahtym, two more

reactors of that type at the same facility will be put out of secvice within the
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next year. We plan to put an sdditional two reactions of that type out of service
by the end of 1990. Finally, cut of six rema ining plutoniur-producing reactors,
thves will have been closed down by 1996 and the laat three by the year 2000.

So the Soviet Union has demonstrated in practice and in concrets deeds its
willingneas to achieve a radical solution to the problem of ending the production
of fissionable materials for weapons purposes. At the same time, the Soviet Union
proposes to all nuclear Powers that preparations be stacted for concluding an
agreement on the verifiable cessation and prohibition of the prcduction of
materials; vecification of such an agreement could draw upor the ahundant
expecience of applying IAEA safequards. We are also prepared for a substantive
discuasion of the non-use for militazy purposes of nuclear materials released as a
result of nuclear diaacmament agreekents, and we wouid press for the initiation of
work on an appropriate verification mechanism. Moracver, a3 a step towards
conversion in this regard, we propose that right now scientific and technological
feanibility studies on using such materials for peaceful purposes be started in
this field.

We want to see che Agency's activities playing a central role in expanding
international co-uperation in the peaceful and safe use of nuclear energy in the
future.

The progressive social and economic development of States is intrinsically
linked to growing energy needs and to a search for new and ever-more~-powerful
energy sources. In these circumstances, the generation of electric power at
nuclear plants while, at the same time, emuriﬁg the aafety of their operation,
takes on particular importance. The safety and social and envicronmental
acc_eptabtuty of nuclear energy plants appear to he a key problem in this respect

in a number of countries, not least the Soviet Union. The Chernobyl accident - and

Tt TR
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the IAEA has made a major contrihution to the clean-up operations, for which we are
most grateful - has had painful repercussions in people’s hearts and ainds and has
sown the seeds of mistrust in nuclear energy - which is guite natural and

undacstandable from the viewpoint of emotional reasoning.
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It is clear that IAEA can ind should have an important role to play in
providing rational answars to these questions, which are anything but simple. The
Mercy poasessas sufficient expertise, analycical ability and information to enable

it to take an unbiased, balanced apprcach to these problems and a reasonahle

approach to the development of nuclear engineering. In this context, we ate
.eonlidnging setting up. on the basis of the Chernobyl nuclear plant, an
international research centre to study, together with foreign experts, a broad
range of issues related to accidents a£ nuclear povwer plants and to analyse way3 of
controlling their conseaquences. Bilateral research, and specialized co-ordination
prograsmes involving experts from many countries, could be conducted at the

centre. The Agency could take ¢n the management ot’ programmes of interest to IAEA.

The Agency is making a substantial contribution to the development of 2 new
generation of safe, more economical reactors, the training of personnel for nuclear
pover plants, the application of nuclear technclogies in medicine, agriculture,
hydrology and other areas of the economy, and the dissemination of scientific and
technical information.

Based upon its principled policy of co-operation with developing countries,
the Soviet Union consistently supports the Agency's transfers of technical aid and
actively pacticipates in the implementation of relevant programmes.

We wish to sre the development of nuclear power on a safe basis - that is, on
the basis of an internaii::nal régime. In this regard, more intensive efforts are
required to resolve problems such as those relating to the prevention of attacks on
nuclear facilities and of nuclear terrorism, and international legal regulation of
liability for nuclear damage.

The conteént and tone of most statements made in the general dehate at this

session of the General Assembly show that the internatiocnal community is deeply

concerned about the deterioration of the world environment. Prevention of
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environmental cat'aﬁuopho was singled cut as a priority problem in establishing the
sﬁt&l of values for mankind®’s survival. T7he treatment of nuclear waste is part
and parcel of this problen. We welcome the special attention paid by the Agency to
the solution of this problem and support the creation of a tachnical working group,
international in character, to dcaft a code of practice on intecnational operations
relating to nuclear waste.

In conclusion, the Soviet delegation wishes to express its satistaetie_n with
the activities of the Acency and their expansion in 1988, and with the report cf
the Directc~ Jjeneral, Mr. Hane Blix. We will support the draft resolution on the
iten.

Mr. PAWLAK (Poland): I take this opportunity to exprezs our delegation's
gratitude and appreciation to Mr. Hans Blix for .is able presentation of the report
of the International Atomic Energy Agency {(IAEA) for 1988. We followed with close
attention the Director General’s atatement, in which a thorough review of the
Mgency's activities was presented. My delegation fully shares his positive
assesamant of the Agency'e achievements. 1 should like to emph2size the importance
that Pcland attaches to the work of IAEA and our commitment to its established
princiblea and objectives.

Poland traditionally extends its support to the Agency's fu;\ction of
strengthening i:he tégime of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons as an important
component of the system of measures aimed at preserving peace and increasing
confidence among States. My delegation would like to stress also that the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclesr Weapons conatitutes one of the most important
international agreements limiting nuclear armaments. Verification of the
implemantation of the Treaty is one of the most important tasks of the Agency,

which is being fulfilled in an exemplané mannier. In this context, the Poligh
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. delegation believes that IAEA will also make its traditional contribution to the

preparations for éhe Fourth Review Conferencte of the parties to the
non-proliferation Tresty, which is to he held in 1990.

With respect to the coming Conferance, it ghould he stressed that the

universalization of the Treaty and, in general, the strengthening of the

' non-proliferation régime are prerequisites for broad international oo-operation in

the use of atomic enorgy tor‘peacetul purposes. On the other hand, we ace zware Of
the need for the full implementation of the Treaty, including article VI thereof.
Wo welcoms the hudny recently made in this field and believe that a significant
aove in the desired direction would be the prompt conclusion of a comprehensive
nuclear-test-ban treaty. The elements of the Polish plan for strengthening
security and reducing armaments in Central Burope, put forward by
Prasidant Ja?unhkt. are aimed in this dircection. |

With regard to measures conducive to the enhancement of confidence among
States, our delegation notes with satisfaction the progress in carrying out the
Agency's safeguards programme. We are of the cpinion that only a comprehensive ané
complete system of safeguards can successfully prevent the nisése of atomic

enecgy .
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Many vears of fruitful activities in the field of the peaceful use of atomic

anergy have gained the Agency intecnstional recodnition. It is praiseworthy that
the IAEA has not fallen prey to variows contradictory trends and phenomsna of the
onontemporary world. On the contrary, &very Staty, be it large or small, has |
benefited from the Agency's work. The IAEA has always played the role of unifier
and podc‘nmr. baing a uniaque forum fSor the promoticn of co-operation betwean
count;r!ga with diffecent levels of achievement in the nuclear field.

Poland is convinced that in this context nucl_ear safety ~ the prevention of
large-scale zadioactive releases - must he one of tho dominant issues. Thaerefore
sy delegation reiterates ita support for the expanded nuclear-gafety programme of
the Agency.

We are convinced that an international convention on Statea' iiability with
regard to damage caused by nuclear accidents, especially large-scale accidenta,
ghould be worked out. In this light, ay delegation welcomes the IAEA Hoard's
dacigion to estahlish an opbn-enaad vorking group to study all aspects of 1iability
for nuclear damage.

I should like to inform the Assewbly that, a month ago, a visit preceding the
misaicn of the IAEA Operational Safety Review Team (OSART) took place at the
construction site, in Zarnowiec, of the first Folish nucleacr-power plant. Thias
migsion found that all the preparatory wcrk had been completed to a high
professional standard. At the same time, its mesbers discussed thoroughly with ou:
gpecialists the best ways of ensucing safe and reliable implementation of further
stages of the construction cycle.

My country is very interested in ecological questions. For this resson we
welcome with great interest the document reviewing the practical contributions of
auclear energy and of YAEA activities to environmentally sound and gsustainable

intecnational development. As we know, this document has alrezdy gained the
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endorsement of the Agency's Board. We remain convinced that nuclear paower, if it
is handled properly, causes - relatively speaking - least damage to the
envitonment. In addition, I want to confirm my country's readiness to shave the
results of experience gained at one of Warsaw's electricity- and heat-generating
plants from the usez of radiation technology to purify flue gases by the removal of
sulphur and nitrogen oxides.

It is appropriate at this point to note the remarkahle progress achieved by
the secretariat of the IAEA, and in particular by the Department of Technical
Co-operation, towards the more efficient use of the resources sllocated for
technical assistance.

We in Poland are supplying specialized instruments and services to, and are
teaining spacialists from, developing countcies. Last year we received 33
specialists, and this yeav we have granted 10 additional scholarships. These have
been put at the Agency's disposal.

In conclusion, I should like to inform the Assembly that Poland is satisfied
with the annual report of the IAEA for 1988, as well as w.ih the draft resolution
on it.

Mr. MARDOVICH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Ropublic) (interpretation

from Russian): The report on the work of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) during the year 1988 and the statemen: of the Director General show
convincingly that in the period under review the Agency continued to carcy out its
activities successfully. There has been a further increase in the authority of the
agency. The very development of nuclear energy stemmed from a reappraisal of .

sarlier decisions and from increased public interest in nuclear problems.
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The Byelorussian SSR helieves that there is a need to develop nuclear energy
further and, sim:ltanecusly, to establish and strengthen an international régime
for its safe production and use as well as for the safe handling of radicactive
waste materials.

In the Byelorussian SSR there is high regard for the contribution of the IAEA
to the establishment of an atmosphere of trust, mutual understanding and
co-operation between States. To a significant extent, this has been achieved
through the effective application of the monitoring functions of the Agency, which
have been perfected over a comparatively short period and, as a result, bhave
ensured the necessary reliability, efficiency, scope of inspection and
information.

We note with satisfaction the fact that in 1988 no nucleacr material under
safeguards was registered as having been diverted for the production of weapons or
facilities for nuclear explosions.

As in the past, we attach great importance to technical assistance and
co-operation. The recipient countries still need experience, know-how, technolcgy
and equipment for the peaceful use of nuclear energy for further social and
economic development. The Byelorussian SSR supports such activities and continues
to increase its voluntary contributions to the relevant Mency fund. We are also
prepared to consider organizing, within the framework of the programnme of
co-operation, seminars and individual training programmes for specialists in a
number of scientific-research institutes of the Academy of Sciences of the
Republic, and also to reccmmend Byelcrussian specialists to work, as experts of the

Agency, in developing countries.




AE/ck A/44/PV. 40
49-50

{(Mr. Mardovich, Byelorussian SSR)

At the same time, we are most sincerely grateful to the Agency for the
assistance it has lent us in connection with the steps taken to undo the
consequences of the accident at the Chernobyl nuclear station. Priority will be
given to the provision of badly needed equipment, such as dosimetric devices. The
Agency plans o begin a locng-term programme of technical assistance, the
implementation of which will enable us to establish effective machinery to monitor

the level of radiomctivity in the exposed territory.




JB/12 A/44/PV. 40
51

(Mr. Mardovich, Byelorussian SSR)

It would alsc be important to implement the USSR proposal to organize at the
Chernobyl facility an international scientific research centre for the study of a
large number of issues relating to nuclear reactor accidents and their consequences.

As can be seen from the annual ceport for 1988, along with activities in the
sphere of nuclear safeguards, technical assistance, nuclear safety and radiation
protection, the Agency has successfully carried out work in other areas, in
particular such areas as nuclear energy and the fuel cycle; the application of
nuclear technology to medicine, agriculture, and hydrolegyj the gathering and
dissemination of scientific and technological information: liahility for nuclear
damages the effect of conventions relating to nuclear accidents, and so on. We
believe that the efforts made by the Agency in connection with a comparative study
of nuclear and other types of energy from the pecrspective of thelr effect on the
envictonment, and its endeavours to enlighten world public opinion on the ecclogical
advantages of nuclear energy, if used safely and securely, deserve the utmost
suppert.

In the future we need to devalop and intensify this direction in the Agency's
activities. For closer co-ordination in ecolegical prohlems connected with nucl ear
energy , we should in our view do further work on the feasihility of establishing a
structure in the Agency for a joint division composed of the United Nations
Environment Programme and IAEA. . It would also be important tc encourage more
active participation by the Agency in a broad discussion of world energy and
ecological problems, especially in connection with the 1992 United Nations
conference on environment and development. More active participation by the Agency
in protecting the enviroament and greater attention to the prohlems of the
interrelationship between the safe use of nuclear energy and the impcovement and
protection of the environmént are in cur view the most promising ways and means of

restoring public trust in nuclear enerqgy.
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In conclusion, the delegation of the Byelorussian SSR joins those who have
already expressed their approval of IAEA's 1988 annual report. We take a positive
view of the Agency's activities and we believe that the success achieved is due to
the effective work of its Director General, Mr. Hans Blix. We should like once
again to congratulate him on his re-election to that important post.

We are certain that, in the future, IAEA will be a reliable instrument for the
peaceful and safe use of atomic energy in conditions of consistent
non-proliferation of nuclear weaponry.

Mr. CHANDOGA (Czechoslovakia) (interpretation from Russian): On behalf
of Czechoslovakia, I should like first of all to take this opportunity to
congratulate the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency {IABA),
Mr. Hans Blix, on his interesting and comprehensive statement on the Agency's work,
28 well as on his re-election to his lofty post in that authoritative international
organization. At the same time, I should like to express our greatitude for the
report on the activities of IAEA for the year 1988, which covers a broad range of
activities under the Agency's aegis. In that respect I should like to assure ail
those present here, including Mr. Blix, that Czechoslovakia will continue in the
future to give its full support and assistance to the Agency as it carries cut its
broad-hagsed programmes desigrned to achieve the use of nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes alone and to develop broad-based co-opetatioq. As further evidence of
this, I would cite the fact that Czechoslovakia is now a member of the Agency's
Governing Council.

In our view, IAEA in its practical activities can serve as an excelient
example of the collective search for ways and means to form new models to;

international co-operation and universal security. In the increasingly favourable
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international political situvation - where a key role is being playe&‘by the
limitation of the a;ﬁs race, nuclear disarmament, aﬁd arms control - there is
spacial siqnificance‘in the expe:ignce accumulated by the RAgency in_that sphere.

~ One inﬁottan§~atea iﬁ the Agéncy's activitﬁ to promote intérnatienal peace and
security is the strengthening of the nuclear non-proliferation régime on the basis
of the 1968 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. Czechoslovakia, an
adherent to the Treaty from its inceptien, is giving due attention to the
preparations for the Pourth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. The results achieved at the two previous
sessions of the preparatory committee have shown that the Treaty not only serves as
a reliable barcier to the use of nuclear weapons but also allows for broad
co-operation in the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. In our view, the
IAEA safeguards have fully justified themselves. That, however, does not mean that
they should not be further developed.

Czechoslovakia firmly supperts the efforts to achieve universality of the
non-proliferation Treaty. We believe that those countries that have developed
nuclear programmes and possess sophisticated nuclear technology should alsoc be
parties to the Treaty. We hope that the Fourth Review Conference will help in the
achievement of that noble objective. In an attempt to promote the successful
convening and outcome of the Conference, Czechoslovakia has strengthened its
national working body. In that connection, we appreciate the activities of the
IAEA secretaciat, which has already prepared a numher of materjals for the work of
the Conference.

In order to comply with the relevant provisions of the Treaty, Czechoslovakia
has heen firmly striving at the Geneva Conference on Digsarmament to achieve a

comprehensive ban on nuclear-weapons testing. We shall be prepared to take part in
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due course in the work of an international conference to study the possibility of
extending the 1963 partial test-ban Treaty to include the hanning of nuclear
testing underground as well.

Part and parcel of the strengthening Of the noen-proliferation vdgime is, we
feel, the observance of existing and the establishment of new nuclear-free zones.
in that connection, we should like once again to recall the timeliness of the
proposal made by the Governments of Czechoslovakia and the German Dempczatic
Republic in April 1987 for the establishment of a nuclear-free corridor in Central
Europe. We shall also warmly support any other constructive proposals %o establish
nuclear-free zones in Northern Furcpe, the Balkans and other parts of our world.

Along with the entire international community., we were heartened by the
results of the talks on nuclear and outer-space weapons between the Foreign
Ministers of the USSR and the United States in Wyoming. It is gratifying that they
not only strengthened and developed the existing agreements bhut agcreed on

supplementing article VI of the non-proliferation Treaty with practical provisions.

L
sl
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An international agreement on a controlled ban on production of fissionable
materials could be one reliable element of a new model for Gecurity. We are
prepared to play an active part in practical work on such an agreenent. We very
much appreciate the Soviet Union’s statement that this year it will ban
unilaterally production of high-quality uranium for military purposes, that in 1987
it closed one reactor producing weapons-grade plutonium and plans to close two more
such reactors in 1989 and 1990, and that by the year 2000 all such reactors will be
closed. This was eloquently explained to us a few moments ago by
Viadimir Petrovsky. We are certain that similar steps taken by the other nuclear
Powers would be a positive iesponse.

We also support the proposal of the Soviet Union concerning an agreement on
the non-use for military purposes of nuclear materials freed as a result of
agreements on nuclear disarmament, and on the development of appropriate control
machinery. At the same time, a study should be undertaken of the possibility of
using those materials for peaceful purposes.

Broad multilateral co-operation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and the
prevention of misuse of the destructive force of the atom are directly linked to
the safe functioning of nuclear energy installations. We fully aupport the efforts
of the IAEA and its Director General, and also of many States membexs of the Agency
to improve operational standards in nuclear power stations. A apecific result of
those efforts was the development of the Convention on Early Netification of a
Nuclear Accident and the Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident
or Radiological Emergency. With a view to expanding the number of States acceding
to those Conventions, Czechoslovakia submitted to the thirty~third seasion of the
General Conference of IAEA an appropriate draft resolution, which, to cur great

satisfaction, was adcpted.
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Czechoslovakia is interested in IAEA efforts to work out basic principles of
nuclear safety, for inclusion in relevant codes, rules and instructions. They
should then be used in practice by States members of IAEA, as emphasized in the
Final Document of the Vienna meeting of the Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Europe.

We greatly value the work of the Operational Safety Review Team and afe
pleased that the review carried out by a team at the Czechoslovak nuclear power
station in Dukovany last month showed a high level of aservicing and eguipment. At
the same time, we welcomed some useful organizational comments and recommendations
made by the Team on the basis of international experience.

The strengthening of international security in the nuclear sphere requires
also measures to prevent nuclear terrorism. We have in mind here first and
foremost consistent cbservance 6£ the Convention on Phyeical Protection of Nuclear
Material. Czechoslovakia is prepared to take an active part in the work of the
relevant technical committee of IREA.

Due attention has been paid in recent years to internationzl legal solutions
to the problem of the responsibility of States for damage gesulting from accidents
in nuclear power stations. A atep in the right direction, we believe, is the work
of the IAEA working group on the liability of States for nuclear danage.
Czechoslovakia takes a favaurable view of the activities of the group and hopes
that work will soon be concluded on the legal aspects of the problem.

We believe the agreemant between the Governments of Czechoslovakia and Austria
on the sattiement of issues of mutual interest pertaining to nuclear security and
protection against zadiation, which will be signed at the end of this year, to be a

good example of the solution of complex problems of nuclear security. It provides
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for maximum transparency in exchange of information on nuclear installations. We

B - R

certain that such close co-operation between neighbouring States will help to bring
about a significant improvement in international relations. That is the goal of

|

l

|

l
are preparing such an sgreement also with the Federal Republic of Germany. We are 1

|
the Czechoslovak proposal of February 1988 on establishing a zone of trust,

!

co-operation and gQOd-neighbourly relations between the Stateg parties to the
Wwarsay Pact and the States membets of the North Atlantic Treaty Otzganization (NATO).

We are pleased that the work of the Agency has promoted increased faith in
nuclear energy. In many States, including Czechoelovakia, it offers cleat

advantages for the solution of important environmental probleme. Czechoslovakia

|
|
continues to carry out changes in the production and use of fuel and energy. There 1
has been a reduction in the use of coal and the production of energy by traditional [
procedures. Nuclear powe:r stations last year produced 28.2 per cent of the J
electric power uged in Czechoslovakia. We are convinced that the effective use of |
nuclear energy can make a significant contribution to world economic and scientific |
development, help us to achieve a balance in nature and reduce the release of
harmful wastes into the atmosphere.

We pay special attention to supplying open, and accurate information to the
Czechoslovak public on the advantages of nuclear energy, but at the same time we

realize that broader international co-cperation in this sphere is necessary. That

is where we see prospects for fruitful work by the IAER.

\
|
|
|
|
|
\
J
|
The activities of the Agency in the azea of technical assistance and 1
co-operation are of enormous significance, especially for those countries which are
just beginning to develop their nucleat energy programmes. We are prepared, as in
previous years, to ensure in Czechoslovakia opportunities for individual and

collective study by specialists from developing countriss and to provide expert
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services and expertise on energy activities. We alsc believe that it is important
for the secretariat of IAEA to pay more attention to improving the qualificatione
of specialists by means of seminars and courses.

In conclusion, I wish to express once again our deepest gratitude to IAEA for
the work done by it in the period under review and our high opinicn of the
competence of the secretariat of the Agency and its Director General in carrying
out their difficult tasks. We hope that the multifaceted activities of the Agency
will help to strengthen world peace and security, promote the development of
nuclear energy for the good of mankind, and ensuring a situation whereby this great
conquest of man and his genius will never be used for purposes of destruction and

devastation.
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Mr. MGBOKWERE (Nigerials It gives me great pleasure to warmly thank the
Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IABA), Mr. Hans Blix,
for the comprehensive report for 1968 and for his very informative statement. His
recent appointment as Director General of the Agency for a further term of
four years undoubtedly reflects the enormcus confidence the States members of the
2gency have in him because of his distinguished performance and dedication in the
conduct of the Agency's affairs.

My delegation has read with close interest the annual report of the Agency, in
IAEA document GC(XXX111)/873. We are pleased to note the continued emphasis placed
by the Agency on nuclear applications. 1In the area of food and agricuiture,
developing member States continued %0 receive assistance to improve their
ag:/iculture and food production through nuclear application techniques. We cannot
but stress that the problem of feeding the growing populations in the developing
countries is often compounded by a high percentage of post-harvest losses. It is
our view, therefore, that the extension of the shelf-life of the available food
through global development of food irradiation is a vital tool in the fight against
hunger.

It is not in doubt that the Agency's technical co-opaeration activities, which
not only cover food and agricultuze but also medicine, industry, hydrology,
training and provision of eaguipment and experts, clearly represent the most
tangible benefits that most developing States members of the Agency, which for
obvious reasons are not yet in a position to share meaningfully in nuclear power
activities, derive from the Agency.

The increase in 1986 of the total resources for technical assistance of nezrly
10 per cent over 1987 is a welcome development. It is our hope that the Agency
will build on this trend and will continue toc exert graater efforts in f£inding

acceptable, more assured and predictable ways of financing technical assistance
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than the present arrangemernc, embodied in the indicative planning figures, 2llows.
I should, however, like to zxpress my Government's appreciation of the support
evidenced by the Governments of Belgium, the United Kingdom and the United States
of America in funding N.igeria's footnote a/ projects, including the Biological
Insact Control Technique (BICOT), aimed at the eradication of the tse-tse fly from
a large cattle-producing zrea of Nigeria.

Last year the Agency took the opportunity of the thirty-second regular session
of the General Conference to convene a preliminary meeting in Vienna to discuss the
modalities for establishing a regional co-operative agreement related to research,
development and training in nuclear science and technology for the African regicn
along the lines of the existing arrangsments for Asia and the Pacific (RCA) and
Latin America (ARCAL). We deeply value the lengthy efforts and contributions of
the Agency's secretariat in the success of the negotiations held in September 1989
between the Agency and African member States, during the recent ‘thirty~-thirad
regular session of the General Conference; to produce a draft agreement as a
framework for regional co-operation. We are expecting the IAEA Board of Governors
to approve the draft agreement at the earliest possible date in the coming year.
We are particularly encouraged by advance declarations of intent on the part of
certain industrialized countries to make contributions for projects to be executed
under this agreement.

The Director General, in his report, made references to certain resolutions
adopted by the Agency's General Conference on matters of special interest to the
Agency discussed in the United Nations General Asaembly. In this regard, the
Director General in his statement devoted very appropriate attention to the issue

of environment, which has been a subject of major concern to the international

commanity, pacticularly during the past year. In the case of nuclear waste, vhit
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iz vppermost in our mind is the potential hazards asscciated with radiozctive

contamination and environmental pollution. The Director General is aware that
public confidence in nuclear erergy depends lazgely on the extent to which this °
issue can be addressed apart from the questior of nuclear safety. We welcome the
measures the Agency has undertaken in the past year in radicactive-waste management
ard the handling, treatment, conditioning and storage of radiocactive wastes,
particularly of spent radioactive sources used in industry, medicine, research and
technology.

The Agency was more involved in 1988 in the area of waste management and
radiological protection problems of the developing countries. Both the Waste
Management Advisory Prograemes (WAMAPS) and the Radiation Protection Advisory Teams
(RAPATS) undertook several missions to a number of developing countries in 1988 to
assist {a their radicactive waste management and radiclogical protection plans and
policies. In this zegard, Nigeria banefited from the visit last year of a
radiation protection team that assessed its radiation protection activities.
Following that visit, a long-term co-operation agreement batween the Agency and
Nigeria is now being finalized.

The Assembly may recall that the iague of dumping of nuclear wastes, or
hazardous wastes generally, was a subject of intense debate last year. My
delegation notes with satisfaction that following IAEA General Conference
fesolution GC(XXX11)/RES/490, a representative technical working group of experts
was convened in Vienna to formulate a draft code cf practice for international
tranasactions involving nuclear'nastec. The group vcﬁt a long way in its first
meeting in putting together the contents and structure of a code of practice for
tzansboundary movements of radicactive wastes. It is my delegation's expectation
that when completed the practice will commsand enough support by the member States

to become a binding international convention.




AN/91 A/44/PV. 40
64-65

(Mr. Mgbokwere, Nigeria)

I wish now to turn to the issue of Scuth Africa's nuclear capabilities. As
stated in the IAEA annual report for 1988, now before us, the General Conference of
the Agency decided to consider and take a decision on the recommendation of the
Bcard of Governors, contained in its report in document GC(XXX1)/807, to suspend
South Africa from the exercise of the privileges and rights of membership, in
accordance with article XIX.B of the statute, at the thirty-fourth session of the
General Conference.*

It is a matter of deep regret to my delegation that the 2gency was not able to
take a decision this year and has had to hold it over to its General Conference
next year. It is clear that sirce the IAEA Board of Governors #ook the historic
decision to recommend to the General Conference the suspenszion of South Africa's
exercise of its privileges and rights of menbership of the Agency in 1987, the
Pretoria régime has resorted to its game of diversionary tactics in order to blunt
the will of the Agency's member States to endorse its suspension, by dangling the
prospects of acceding to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

As ny delegation has saidé in the past, the non-proliferation Treaty is open to
any country that wishes to accede to it. Accessien to the Treaty recguires neither
negotiations nor consultations with the depoaitary States. The procedure the
racist régime is taking in its so-called intention to sign the Treaty is unusual

and unnecessary.

* Mr. Iohia (Papua Wew Guinea}, Vice-President, took the Chair.
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My delegaticn is not unaware of the events taking place in and around South
Africa. But we have to be extremely cautious in our reading and assessment of
these events. We are yet to see concrete measures by the apartheid régime to
dismantle the massive burden of oppressive race laws involving hunéreds of
apartheid laws and regulations. The new leader in Pretoria has to prove ncet only
that he has the inner resocurces and courage o introduce comprehensive reforms but
also to keep them firmly on course to end the apartheid systen.

We strongly maintain that since the régime in Pretoria has continued to
violate the purposes and principles of the United Nationg Charter by its apartheid
policy, and has continued to seek to promcte the non-peaceful use of nuclear
activities, we do not see how it can ccntinue‘to belong to the Agency whete
universality is practised irrespective of the colour of the skin. We fully share
the view that it will take continuing pressures from outside to bring about reforms
in South Africa, and the Agency, like several other international organizations,
should contribute to the mounting international pressure on South Africa to
establish a political and social structure based on the principle of the equality
of all its citizens.

In conclusion, my delegation welcomes the steps the Agency has been taking to
strengthen international co-cperation in the vital areas of nuclear safety and
vradiological protection. We fully commend the Agency for its remarkable
achievements in promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and contributing to
the efforts to prevent a further spread of nuclear weapons.

With the foregeing remarks we support the draft resolution on the report of

the International Atomic Energy Agency.
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Mr. AL-ANBARY (Irag) (interpretation from Arabic): Allow me at the

outset to congratulate HMr. Hans Blix, Director Genaral of the International Atomic
Eneray Agency (IABA), on his re-election to a new term of office. On behalf of my
delegation, I wish %o thank him for the valuable information contained in his
report on the activities of the Agency for 1988. We also wish to thank the
Agency's secretariat for their positive efforts which were reflected in the
Agency's work and achievements in its various tasks, notwithstanding the
difficulties it is facing, foremost among which is the financial crisis owing to
tardy payment by certain States of their assessed contributions,

It is impossible at the present time to deal with all the activities and
programmes of the Agency in 1988 in expanding the use of nuclear energy among
member States. Consequently, I shall confine myself to issues of special
significance, first and foremost the use of nuclear energy to generate electricity,

a matter which figures prominently among the priorities of all countries, includirg

the devcloping countries that need electric power to accelerate their development
programmes. In this respect, the Agency made a substantial contribution by
prdviding expertise through missions, technical assiatance and training, and
various reports on nuclear safety standards.

It is also relevant to refer to the paramount importance attached by the
Agency to assisting the member countries in establishing regional and national
networks for monitoring and controlling radiation, especially after the Chernobyl
incident which undersccred the importance of creating such networks.

At its thirty~third session held in September 1989 t'.e General Conference of
the IAEA adopted two resoiutions on the nuclear capabilities of Israel 2d South

Africa and their refusal to subject their nucleacr installations to the
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Agency's safequards and to sign the non-proliferation Treaty, despite calls by the
international communjity - especially the Security Council, the General Assembly and
the IAEA - to do s0. These two régimes' persistence in flouting international
resolutions and in refusing to renounce the policy of nuclear armaments jeopardizes
regional and world security. Therefore, we call on the Agency to take this into
account and withhold any assistance to Israel that may help it develop its nuclear
capahilities. Similarly, we call on all peace-loving States in the world to follow
suit.

In conclusion, as an expression of our all-round support of the IAEA and the
vital functions it is carrying cut, we endorse the draft resoluticn contained in
document A/44/L.18.

Mr. REESE (Mustralia): The Australian delegation would like to express
too its appreciation for the statement made by the pirector General of the
International Atomic Energy Agency {IAEA), Mr. Hans Blix, and for the report of the
IAEA,

We also welcome Mr. Blix's reappointment hy the Board of Governors of the
Mgency for a further term of four years. It is a vote of confidence in the
contribution Mr. Blix has made to the work of the IAEA, and we look forward to the
fuzther contribution he will make in the period ahead.

Australia ha2s a very direct interest in the Agency's work because of our
commitment to the non-proliferaticn of nuclear weapons and our responsibilities as
a uranium exporter. Central to that commitment and those responsibilities is our
continuing atrong support for the non-proliferaticn Treaty and, equally, our
support for the role the Agency plays in the Treaty.

We regard the Treaty and the IAEA safequards as fundamental to preventing the
spreuad of nuclear veapons. The Treaty and the Agency remain vital forces for

international esecurity.
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Agency saieguards of course are the means by which the fulfilment of States®
obligations under the Treaty not to misuse nuclear material are verified.

Both the Treaty and IAEA safeguards are undergoing a pericd of change and
challenge.

Next year's Review Conference of the non-proliferation Treaty will take place
at a time of growing pressures towards proliferation in several regions of the

world.
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Technological developments may reduce the cost and difficulty of developing
nuclear weapons. A small numher of States, including some with significant nuclear
facilities, continue to refuse to join the Treaty. Some Treaty members have so far
failed to conclude NPT safeguards agreements with the Agency.

pDifficult challenges also 1ie ahead for the Agency and its safeguards régime.
One such challenge arises from the strict financial restraint that member States
demand of the Agency, as of themselves in their national budgets. Australia
commends the Agency on the efficiency improvements it has made in response to
resource constraints.

Another challenge to safequards is the increasing auantity of material subject
to safequards, the growing complexity of the nuclear~fuel cyecle and rapid
technological change in fuel-cycle processes. The Agency is well aware of these
developments and is working to ensure that they do not cutdistance safeguards
capabilities.

A further challenge is enhancing public confidence in and improving
understanding of safeguards. The safeguards system must not only work, it must he
seen to work. It is a fact that anything to do with nuclear activities, safeguards
included, will be regarded by many people with suspicion. That means that the
explanation of safequards operations must be accurate, clear and convincing. The
Agency has a major role to play in that regard. I welcome the recent innovaticns
it has made to get the safeguards message across to the public more effectively.

Australia also values and supports other areas of IAEA operations,
particulariy technical assistance. Australia has pledged $A950,000 tc the
Technical Assistance and Co-operation Fund, which represents full payment of ocur
assessed voluntary contribution for 1990. In addition, Australia will continue to

make a substantial extrabudgetary contribution to the Reg ional Co-operative
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Agreement for Asia and the Pacific (RCA). 1In the present Australian fimancial year
our contributions to the RCA will total approximately $R407,000, covering a range
of project activity.

Australia also ocontinues to contribute to Agency expert and advisory groups
across a range of issues.

Iet me say in conclusion that the fundamental value to the world of the IAEA's
activities and the efficiency with which it goes about them have earned the
crganization high regard@ in the international community. The Agency can count on
Australia‘’s continued support in the challenging time ahead.

Mr. MONTANO (Mexico) (interpretaticon from Spanish): My delegation takes
pieasure in expressing its congratulations to Mr. Hans Blix, Director General of
the Internationzl Atomic Enerqgy Agency (IAEA), on his detailed presentation of the
Agency's activities. We should alsoc like to acknowledge the important content of
the annual report submitted to the General Assembly, which evidences his dedication
to pursuing the goal of developing nuclear power for pesceful purposes.

This is obviously an appropriate occasion to reiterate to Mr. Blix the
satisfaction of the Government of Mexico at the new mandate he recejved from the
thirty~-third General Conference of the Agency in September of this year. The
Director General's management of the Agency is widely recognized, and we would urge
him to continue with the same dedication and enthusiasm that has characterized his
activities in his post. He may rely on the support of the Government of Mexico at
all times.

As in eacvliier yeara, the report submitted hy the Director General enables us
to observe the growing importance of the psaceful application of nuclear power to
every one of us. In such Qiverse fields as electric-power generation, agriculture,

food and medicine, nuclear power plays a key and daily growing part. It is
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clear that in this context the IAEA has played a highly relevant role and that it

will enhance its participation in all activities designed to employ the atom for
the well-heing of all peoples.

The Agency has to face important challenges in the immediate future, and we
helieve that the Director General deserves our support in meeting them. At a time
when agreement exists as to the profound changes taking place in international
society, there is a need to adapt the Agency's strategy to the new situations
facing us. In that connection, my delegation feels that there ace four areas in
which the Agency's activities shouvld be adjusted.

First, we believe that the Agency should conduct an in-depth and far-reaching
informational campaign on the potential of the peaceful uses of nuclear power. We
must replace erronecus conceptions with a sense cf halance and objectivity. It is
important for everyone to be aware of the benefits that can decive today from the
peaceful uses of the atom, which can have an effect on our everyday lives - for
example in advances in food-production or medical technology. There is an urgent
need to demystify nuclear power so that erroneous notions that limit its
accessibility can be eliminated and so that the safety of its utilization can he
improved. In other words, the Agency should disseminate information that can
enable us better tc understand the opportunities offered by the peaceful uses of
nuclear power.

A second challenge is the need to improve the safeguards system. There 'is a
need to create a differentiated system that makes distinctions hetween the var ious
programmes or goals set by different States in the peaceful application of nuclear
energy. It does not seem appropriate to rely on uniform models, given
circumstances that are essentially different. On the other hand, it is essential

that we seek with renewed determination to universalize the safeguards system. We
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realize the political problems that entails, but we think the time has come to move
firmly towards that end. Attaining that goal would represent one of the most
concrete and positive achievements in the new climate of détente in today's world.

We welcome the information in the Agency's annual report to the effect that in
the past year no situations were detected to suggest any diversion of nuclear
materials to non-peaceful uses. Another positive advance is the fact that with the
agreement reached with China whereby that country will submit some of its
facilities to the safequards system the Agency is now able to apply safeguards to
the nuclear systeme of all five nuclear Powers.

A third aspect, which Mexico has often emphasized, concerns strengthening the
Agency 's technical-co-operation programmes. We ate gratified to note that mach has
been done in that connection. One example is the Mediterranean fruit-fly
programme, which has yielded important results for Mexico. We note that during the
past year the developing world has shared to a greatet degree in the benefits of
that co-operation, and we believe that that trend deserves the broadest supportt.

Since the most important challenge mankind fzces as it looks towards the
future is overcoming the underdevelopment that besets the majority of the
inhabitants of our planet, there is a need to adapt the Agency’s ability to
contribute to overcoming that problem. It is not enough to praise the marvels that
can come about through the peaceful use of the atom in improving our lives. It is
also urgent that we have the capacity to use that important resource. In that
connection we are convinced that the Agency should restructure its priorities so
that technical co-operation activities can be given the greatest possible support.
To that end, mechanisms should be created to guarantee the financing of such

activities and ensure their availability.
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The delegation of Mexico considers the relationship hetween the IAEA and the
environmental probleme all our countries aré facing to ba of very great
importance.

First, stricter measures wast ba taken in respect of nuclear wastes. There
should not be the slightest doubt about our fierce opposition to the transboundacy
movement of these wastes, which are a threat to the environment. In particular, we
must insist that the developing world not be used as a dumping ground for them.

Secondly, the use of nuclear power will obviously be a central element in the
multilateral discussion of the environment and development. We must leave behind
prejudices against this resource; but at the same time we should take advantage of
the increased awareness of the importance of protecting the enviroament to
strengthen the mechanisms which ensure that it is used safely. My delegation
believes that the Agency should devote its attention to analysing the relationship
between nuclear power and the environment in order to provide input to the
international debr - on the subject.

The Mexicsn delegation is aware of the difficult task Mr. Blix has before him
as he begins @ new term as the head of the Agency. However, we recognize also that
his vask gives him an opportunity to make a significant contribution to the
well-being of all of us, particularly in the developing countries. In this regard,
ve reiterate our support for Mr. Blix and his organization, in the conviction that
all the nations gathered here will do the same.

Mc. TORNUDD (Finland): My delegation congratulates the Director General
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mr. Hans Blix, on his clear and
precise statement to the General Assembly. His statement reflected very well the

atmosphere of the businesslike and efficient approach that prevails within the

Agency.
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It is becoming increasingly clear that the question of environmental effects
can no longer be treated separately from the question of energy production, notably
the production of electricity. This interdependence was acknowledged at an early
stage but, as so often happens within the human community, efforts to tackle the
problems invé&ved have been initiated after prolonged hesitation. Today we must
admit that we face massive damage to our environment. Leading envirommentzlists
are quoted as sayiny that it may already bhe toc late tc repair what we, through
carelessness or ignorance, or even deliberately in short~sighted pursuit of
eccnomic benefits; have destroyéd. On the other hand, we realize that glohal
energy production, mainly in the form of electric-power generation, must increase
from present levels if an écceptable standard of living is to be achieved in all
countries. The effects on our environment of this increase in energy prcduction
can be calculated using various scenarios involving different energy sources. The
projections are, to say the least, worrying. The recent World Energy Conference
adopted a number of resolutions that bear witness to the increased awareness of the
urgency of this problem. It is gratifying to note that the Ceonference largely
seemed to side with the International Atomic Energy Agency in its opinions.

The question of energy versus envivonment should have an important place in
the dellherations within the United Nations. However, there seem to exist many
different opinjons about the way to tackle the problems. As to the role of nuclear
power in this picture, we can note that the General Assemﬁly annually affirms its
confidence in the work done by the Agency in the field of nuclear erergy and urges
all States to strive for co-operation in carrying out its work. This reflects
astrong confidence in nuclear energy, but it is only part of the picture. As far as
my delegation is concerned, we note with satisfaction that the Agency examines its

own role in a hrcad context of energy pelicy and concern for the environment.
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This approach is easily discernible, for example in the symposium on
electricity and environment which will be hosted by Finland and sponsored by the
IAEA and a number of internaticnal bodies in 1991. The requirement laid down in
its statute thzt the Agency shall further the peaceful use of nuclear energy is
clearly not an end in itself but only a part of the tctal energy spectrum.

A few weeks ago, the CGeneral Conference of the IAEA endorsed the Agency’s
budget for 1990. The growth over the previous budget was 0.2 per cents yet the
Agency is required to assume steadily increasing responsibilities. Zero growth can
already be seen to be hampering t&e Agency ‘e activities.

That is also the case, unfortunately, for safeguards activities, to which my
country attaches the greatest importance. Faultless functioning of the safeguards
system in all its aspect is a requirement the Agency must he able to fulfil. We
can see that the financial constraints have limited an important sector of the
safeguards system: safeguards for non-military nuclear activities in the
nuclear-weapon States. Through skilful management of existing resources, the
Mgency was, again, able to carry through its verification programme in
non-nuclear-weapon States -~ an achievement for which the Agency should be
commended. However, safeguards activities will grow considerably over the next few
years. That is evident already from the number of nuclear plants teaching
completion. Furthermore, a completely new form of safeguards might be called for
in the future: verification of combliance with nuclear disarmament agreements.
When such services are called for, the Agency should be able to comply. Within the
pregsent constrained framework, that would not be the case. In our opinion, the
Director General in his statement today has aquite rightly drawn our attention to
the difficulties in the application of safeguards encountered by the Agency because

of the lack of resources.
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The Agency's work in the field of nuclear safety is progressing
satisfactorily. This is a field where intensive international co-cperation is
necessary, and the Agency has achiaved excellent results in co-ordinating this
co=-oparation. Although safety standards, of necessity, must be based on naticnal
considerations, the Agency's role is of the utmost importance.

The Agency is the depositary of a number of internaticnal conventions reluting
to nuclear accidents and damage. It is to be hoped that these conventions will
never be called into use, hut their existence is in itself reassucving. The
conventions reflect the feeling of common responsibility that prevails in the
international community. It is to be hoped that the same spirit will guide the
Agency 's working group appointed to study all aspects of liability for nuclear
damage. Finland strongly supports these efforts and is actively participating in
the group's work.

I want to touch now upon another important field of the Agency's activities:
technical assistance and co-operation. The Agency's work to streamline these
activities by intrcducing longer planning periods, new evaluation methods and
improved data handling seem to have led to added efficiency in programme
implementation. We believe the readineas of Memnher States to support technical
assigstance and co-operation through voluntary contributions reflects the
éppreciation they feel for the Agency's efficiency in the manzgement of this
gector. Momentum should be maintained and constant attention paid to possibilities

for further development of project implementation methods.
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fat me conclude by congratulating Mr. Hans Blix and all his staff on a
succecsful year in the service of the infernational community. The Government of
Pinland zsppreciatez their work and will centinue to support the Agency in all its
activities.

Mr. KIRSCH (Canada): It gives me great pleasure to express my
delegation's appreciation of the report which the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IABA) has submitted to the Assembly. Canada has consistently supported
IAEA and T wish to take this opportunity to reaffirm this support. The Agency
plays several important roles. First, through its safeguards system, it secrves as
a guarantor of the international nuclear non-proliferation régime, and it also has
the mandate, in the words of its statute,

"o accelerate and enlarge the contribution of atomic energy to peace, health

and prosperity throughout the world." (article II)

I also wish to take this opportunity to extend my delegation's warmest
‘congratulat,ions to the Director General of the Agency, Mr. Hans Blix, on his
reappointment for another term. His qualities of leadership and commitment are
without cuestion outstanding, and we wish him all possible success and personal
satisfaction in his coming term. Under his leadership the Agency's record and
achievements have served cur common cause with unprecedented distinction.

My delegation welcomes the emphasis which Mr. Blix placed on environmental
jssues in his excelient remarks earlier today. My delegation was also pleased with
his report to the General Aszsesmbly on JAEA's contribution to the achievement of
gustainable development. This represented the response of the Agency to the report
of the World Commission on Envizonment and Development. In this connection, we
also note with pleasure that the Agency is participating fully in the United

Nations system-wide medium~term environment programme. It is also collaborating




dji/is A/44/PV, 40
82

(M. Rirsch, Canada)

in thé programmes of other United Mations agencies, including the atmospheric
transport model evaluation study of the World Meteorolegical Organization and the
analysis of marine pollutants undertaken by the United MNations Environment
Programme.

Canada wishes to express its satisfaction with the recognition by the Paris
economic summit of the fact that nuclear power plays an important role in limiting
the output of greenhouse gases. The Director General of IAEA referred in his
remarks to the World Energy Conference held in Montreal in September of this year.
That Conference concluded that as the demand for electricity continues to grow in
the industrialized countries nuclear power will increasingly be viewed as an
indispensable means ©f Producing eccromic and safe electric power. The World
Energy Conference also tecognized the urgent need to address the critical issue of
public acceptance of nuclear power. Canada welcomes the increased emphasis being
given to this issue by many countries around the globe, as well as by the Agency
itself, and we will continue to work closely with IAEA in this area.

Mr. Blix's comments have highlighted the importance of fizing a locus within
the United Nations system for the consideration of energy questions. Once such
locus has been identified, Canada believes that one of its first priorities must be
to undertake a comparative assessment of energy sources with respect to their
costs, effectiveness and environmental impact. In order to be credible, such an
asgesament should not be carried out by a body already closely associated with one
or other of the forms of energy to be assessed.

My delegation believes that the Technical Working Group charged with the
development of a code of practice for international transactions involving nuclear
waste is proving to he a constructive forum for substantive discussion. Canada is

contributing to the work of this group through the participation of
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Mr. David Smythe, who was appointed its Chairman on the occasion of its first
meeting. We commend the efforts of the group to elaborate a code of principles for
the proper care, control, management and disposal or long-term storage of
radiocactive wastes, and we support its cbjective of completing its work in time for
the General Conference of IAEA in September 1990. For Canada, the work of the
Working Group represents the best possible means by which the Geperal Assenbly can
contribute to the prevention of preblems which might arise from international
transactions involving nuclear wastes.

Another important activity of the International Atomic Energy Agency is its
ongoing consideration of the complex question of 1iability for nuclear damage
resulting from nuclear accidents causing damage in more than one jurisdiction.
Canada will be tnking an active part in the Agency's congideration of this
Aifficult issue with a view to ensuring that victims of nuclear accidents with
transboundary effects, be thay individuals or Governments, are effectively
compensated.

Many States Members of the United Mations which are parties to the Treaty on
the Non~Proliferation of Muclear Weaponz are engaged in preparations for the Foucth
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty, which will be held next year in
Geneva. Last month the second Preparatory Committee successfully completed its
agenda, which included the discussion of three excellent papers submitted by IAEA,
As the preparations for the Fourth Review Conference continue, it is important that
we continue to bear in mind the clcse links between the non-proliferation Treaty
and the work of fAEA, particularly in the areas of safeguards and technical
assistance. In reviewing the annual report of IAEA for 1988, Canada was pleased‘ to
note that, as in previous years, the Agency did not detect any diversions of

significant amounts of safeguarded nucléar material fcom peaceful activities.
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My delegation is pleased to express its approval of the annual report of
IAEA for 1988 and hopes that all delegations present will join in adopting by

consensus the draft resolution now before us.
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Mr. HASMY (Malaysia): YLet me begin by expressing my delegation's
appreciation to Mr. Kans Blix, Director General of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), for his comprehensive presenttion of the Agency's annual report for
1988. The report attests to the important role the Agency has been playing since
its founding in the promotion of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and
non-proliferation.

I should like to take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. Blix on his
reappointment for another temm, which is a clear expression of the continued
confidence of menber States in his leadership of the Agency.

Malaysia attaches great importance to the Agency 's programme of work in the
peaceful application of nuclear energy. We are convinced that nuclear science and
technology could help alleviate many of the probleme faced by the developing
countries, especially in the areas of food and agriculture and human health.

Nuclear technigues are used to investigate environmental and ecological
changes, to assess pollutants from coal-burning and industrial processes, to study
marine pollution, to investigate the fate of pesticide residues and to optimize the
use of nitrogenous fertilizers. These acte just some of the examples of the
contcibution of nuclear science and technology to the protection of the
environment. We note with satisfaction that about 17 per cent of the égency's
regular budget is for environment-related activities and that about 87 per cent of
its technical co-coperation projects in the area of nuclear energy and safety may be
classified as environmental.

Malaysia is encouraged by this trend and is grateful to the Agency for
agsisting the developing countries, including Malaysia, in the application of these
techniques to golve some of the environmental problens. However, more should be

done in this area, and we call upon the developed countries to shoulder their share
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of the responsibility for solving this global problem by stepping up their

financial support to expedite the transfer of tais technology to the developing
countries.

It is beyond doubt that nuclear technology has played an important role in
econcnic and societal developmsent, and there can be no return from that position.
However, scepticism and even ocutright opposition continue to be expressed with
regard to the use of nuclear energy for power generation or for food preservation.
Such opposition arises either from lack of information on the relative merits of
nuclear energy or from genuine concern about the adverse effects to public health
and the proliferation of nuclear materials.

To address this issue of public acceptance, there must be an effective public

information strategy, in addition to greater efforts by the international community

to achieve the highest standards of nuclear safety. In this regard, there must be
early acceptance by all members of the international community of common standards
on nuclear safety and the establishment and early agreement on a comprehensive
liability régime for nuclear damage, including both civil and State liability.

While Malaysia is satisfied with the progress made by the Working Group which
was set up to study all aspectz of liability for nuclear damage, we regret the
tendency of some countries to downplay the efforts to elaborate on the issues
relating to State liability. We appeal to all concerned to exert their political
will in supporting enhanced multilateral co-operation in the formulation of a

comprehensive international liablility régime which gives eaqual emphasis to civil

and State liability.
In addressing the issue of public acceptance, we must also come to grips with
another major area of increasing concern to the international community - that of

indiscriminate dumping of toxic industrial wastes, including nuclear wastes. In
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this regard, I should like to mention that this problem and the problem of
environmental degradation in general were addressed by the recently concluded
Commonwealth Heads of Covernment meeting in Kuala Lumpur, which adopted a special
declaration on the environment, called the Langkawi Declacration, which, inter alia,
calied for

"the strengthening of international action to ensure the safe management and

disposal of hazardous wastes and to reduce transboundary movements and

particularly to prevent dumping in developing countries®.

Another important measure to gain public confidence in nuclear energy is to
strengthen the non-proliferation régime. In this respect, the Ayency's safeguards
programme is a major contributing factor in the non-proliferation of nuclear

weapons. BHowever, it is disheartening that almost a third of the countries parties
to the Treaty on the Nen-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, including a number of
countries with active nuclear programmes, have yet to conclude safeguards
agreements with the Agency. Such a situation is unacceptable and contradicts
efforts to create greater public confidence in the peaceful uses of nuclear

energy. We therefore urge those countries to conclude the safeguards agreaments
without delay. This is particularly pertinent as we prepare for the Fourth Review
Conference of the parties to the non-proliferation Treaty. Malaysia helieves that
the concluding of these safeguards agreements by States parties to the Treaty is
vital if we are to strengthen and sustain the Treaty's validity.

To a large extent the future of nuclear energy depends orn how we respond to
the questions now precccupying public opinion. It is through the concerted efforts
and the political will of the international community in addressing these iassues of
public concern that we can ensure the continuing contribution of nuclear energy for

the benefit of mankind.
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Mr. WATSON (United States of America): The United States is pleased once

again to join in commending the Director General for a fine annual report, covering
the activities of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) during 1988. We
are especially pleased also to offer our congratulations to the Director General on
hig recent appointment to a third four-year term of office at the Agency‘’s helm.
Under his able quidance, the Agency has steered a steady course in promoting the
peaceful use of atomic enerqgy, while striving successfully to prevent the diversion
of civil nuclear materials and technology to any military purpose. The annual
report for 1988 clearly demonstrates the continuity, the constancy of purpose and
the programmatic effectiveness that have characterized the Agency under the
Di:ecgor General's management for the last eight years, and which we are sure will
alsc mark the Agency's next four years under his continued guidance and direction.
The United States, for its part, pledges to maintain its firm support £or the IAEA,
and to seek to strenginen its role in the world as we look forward to the
challenges of the decade ahead.

The annual report for 1988, as recently approved by the IAEA's Ceneral

Conference, shows modest but sustained growth in the use of nuclear power, a nearly

10 per cent increase in technical assistance to menber States and a further
expansion in the application of Agency safequards against diveraions to
non-peaceful uses. Most important, of course, the Agency is in a position to
affirm once more that no such diversions have occurred. It is by providing

assurances of non-diversion that the IAEA plays its principal role in helping te

preserve global peace and security, serving as one of the most important
institutional barriers to the proliferation of nutiear weapons. Thia imst continue
to be the Agency's first priority, commanding thé unwavering comitment and support

of all members of the international community.
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The United States welcomes the report's mention of the conclusion of an
agreement hetween the IAEA and China, implementing China's voluntary offer to place
its peaceful facilities under safeguards. We look forward to the prompt conclusion
of Agency safeguards agreements with all parties to the non-proliferation Treaty -
especially those with active indigenous nucl ear programmes.

The IAEA's system of safeguards is the very foundation of international
co-operation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, for without verifiable
assurances against hostile use, the tremendous potential of the peaceful atom can
never he fully realized. Second only to this primary requirement of assuring
non-diversion, we face the need to ensucte the safety, the reliability and the
environmental acceptability of activities involving nuclear energy. Specific
events in the last few years, as well as a growing general concern ahout our
planetary ecosystem, have brought this issue to our attention as never before.

Safety is in the first instance a national respongibility but the IAEA offers
an invaluable service in providing advice and facilitating the development of
national safety programmes and policies under the sovereign control of its member
States. In fulfilment of this mandate, we are pleased tc note that in 1988 the
Agency reviewed the national infrastructures for radiation protection in
12 countries, conducted operational safety reviews at power plants in six
countries, and visited five countries to assess the safety of their research
reactors.

Other safety-velated efforte of particular significance include continued
co-operation with the World Meteorological Organization on the use of the Globhal
Telecommunications System under the new conventions on notificaticns of nuclear
accidents and for emergency assistance. The United States urges all memher States

to adhere to these conventions, and encourages all parties to the conventions to
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designate their national points of contact and to complete any other arrangements
necessary to ensure adequate responses to emergencies that may arise.

The United States also strongly supports the IAEA's plans to update its
recommendations on the physical protection of nuclear materials, based on
deliberations involving the secretariat and interested memher States. These new
guidelines will reflect recent developments and related advances in this area, and
thus ensure continued access by the Agency's members to the most relevant advice
available on this subiject.

Also important are ongoing Agency efforts te identify gaps in coverage and
suggest further measures for adoption to provide adequately for liahility for
nuclear damage, building or the foundation laid by the joint protocol on nuclear
liability, adopted a year ago last month. The United States supports the full
elaboration of the civil liability végime prior to attempting to apply other
approaches to liability before their necessity or desirability are clearly
demonstrated.

Proper handling cf the by-products of nuclear activities is alsc a major
safety concern. Among the Agency's many hroad-based efforts to promote the safe
and environmentally sound disposal of radioactive waste, the work now in progress
on developing a code of practice for international transfers or disposals is of
special intecvest.

The United States is gratified to see the continuing growth in the Agency's
technical co-operation and assiscance programmes. Total resources for these
activities in 1988 increased by nearly 10 per cent over the previcus year, thanks
in large measure to the flexibility afforded by voluntary cocntributions, while the
overall hudget based on assessed contributions maintained the principle of zero

real growth. For moat of the Agency's members, it is perhaps the application of
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nuclear techniques in medicine, agriculture. the environment and related areas that
are of greatest immediate interest in making the benefits of the peaceful atom
available to their peoples. The Agency 's technical co-operation programmes make
this possible, with the indispensable support of contributions for technical

assistance.

It seems fitting to close with a possibly presumptuous preview of the Agency's
1989 report, which is not yet written. Heightened sensitivity to the impact on the
atmosphere of fossil-fuel-fired electrical power production is renewing long
dormant world-wide interest in the promise and potential of nuclear power. It
would not be too daring to predict that next year's ceport will devote some
attention to the prospect of limiting greenhouse gas emissions by expanding the use
of nuclear power. Indeed, the recent session of the Agency's General Conference
included an extended technical discussion of the new and improved reactor
technologies that may help to make this possible. That discussion concluded by
noting that the technological future of nuclear power, bright as it is, cannot he
realized without equally good prospects for the public acceptance of and confidence
in these promising improvements and developments. The security of safeguards and
safety in the hroadest sense must be assuredy and to a very great extent the world
looks to the IAEA to perform these tasks. We know that it will continue to prove

equal to them.

Me. MAKAREVITCH (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation

from Russian): The Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic has high reqard for the
role played by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in deepening
international co-operation in the field of the peacefnl uses of atomic energy,
guaranteeing the safe development of nuclear energy and preventing the

proliferation of nuclear weapons. The report submitted by the Director General,
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Mr. Blix, gives many details about the various tasks performed by the Agency which
attest clearly to the enormous possibilities and benefits that derive from peaceful
international co-operation in the development of science and technology for
creative purposes. We would like to thank Mr. Blix for his lucid introduction.

Today the Agency is performing its tasks at a time of positive change in the
international situation. For the first time in history a process of real reduction
of nuclear weapons is under way. All ﬁhis strengthens the political and material
guarantees that the energy of the atom will be used exclusively for peaceful
purposes in the interests of development.

At the same time, the international community has no grounds to be
complacent.’ The nuclear threat has just been staved off, it has not heen
eliminated.

The job done by the Agency is growing all the time in the field of
strengthening the non-proliferation cdgime. The rcle of the Agency in providing
and implementing a system of safeguards is recognized by all since that system
effectively and reliably ensures that nuclear material will not be used for
producing nuclear weapons. The 2gency is a prototype for providing a system of
inspection measures to monitor compliance with future agreements in the field of
the elimination of nuclear weapons, such as the agreement on the cessation and
prevention of the production of fissionable materials for military purposes
proposed to the nuclear Powers by the Soviet Union.

A key role in strengthening the non-proliferation régime is played by the
Treaty on the Non~Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), The maintenance and
strengthening of that régime and making it unive:sal.‘ are important pze-couditions
for providing for the stable process cf nuclear disaimamen‘t and expanding the scope

to include morec weapons. This was particularly stressed at the Ri_v seminac, held
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under United Natjons auspices in September, on many multilateral measures for
strengthening trust and preventing war.

We are convinced that the Fourth Review Conference to be held next year will
have a favourable impact on the process of resolving the priority aquestions of
nuclear disarmament and will help to expand international co-operation in the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

We attach great importance to the work done by the Agency in providing
s;feguards for the use of nuclear materials. These safeguards are closely linked
with strengthening the non-proliferation régime and the creation of an atmosphere
of trust in inter-State relations. As is clear from the report, the monitoring
work done by the Agency has heen expanded. The system of safeguards is being
consistently improved and effectively and reliably ensures that nuclear material is
not diverted from peaceful uses to the potential production of nuclear weapons.
Together with the effective guarantees of the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons,
an important contribution to universal security would be to continue the formation
of international machinery for providing for the safe development and functioning

of nuclear energy.
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Mankind can enjoy the advantages of nuclear energy only if atomic power
stations are safe - as safe as possible. We support the Agency's efforts to fulfil
the provisions of the Vienna Conventions on Early Notification of a Nuclear
Accident and on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological
Emergency, which came into force as the result of the active process of

ratification. If the number of parties to thege important instruments increases,

there will be an increase also in the community's confidence regarding the ability

~ to overcome the potential danger of a nuclear accident.

A comprehensive approach to questions of international security in the nuclear
field requires the working ocut of a reliable system of measures to prevent various
forms of nuclear terrorism and attacks on nuclear facilities. We alsc support the
speedy solution in the open-ended working group here of the remaining questions of
civilian and State responsibility for nuclear damage.

In all these fields, the Agency must play a most active role. It is clear
that the reliability and safety of nuclear energy is the basic question that will
determine the future of this sector. It is from that standpoint that the programme
for the development of nuclear energy in the Ukrainjian SSR has been reviewed and
qualitative and quantiative changes made in the light of the Cheznobyl accident.

Today we are giving careful thought to the economic, ecological and social
aspects of the construction of nuclear plants in our country. A decision has thus
been taken not to rebuild reactors 5 and 6 as well as the second phase of the
Chernobyl plant, and work has been haited ir the Chigirin plant, the Odessa plant,
and the Kharkov plant; we are seriously considering whether to continue work on

building the Crimean plant, since the sites chcsen do not fully meet the safety

"

standards and are not acceptable to public opinion in the Ukrainian SSR.
The Government of the Ukrainian SSR has worked out a draft State pregramme to

eliminate in 1990 to 1995 the congsequences of the Cherncbyl accident, That
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programme envisages additional public health measures to improve the material and
social well-being of the people living in the area who experienced radicactive
pollution. These measures include the resettlement of citizens, the building of
houses, public facilities, schools, and so forth. Steps have also been taken
substantially to improve the safety of working stations by increasing the
effectiveness of the accident-protection systems, as well as other technical steps.

There is an increasing need to train people who work in nuclear plants. All
deviations from the normal working régimes of plants are being analysed and in each
cage steps are being taken to prevent a repetition of accidents. Since the
Chernobyl accident, no case of serious violation has been noted in the work of our
reactors that could cause an accident.

We support implementation of the programme of the Operational Safety Review
Teams (OSART), and we commend those teams for the quality of the serwices they
provide. In December last year, we hosted an OSART mission at the Rovno plant.

The specialists in the group concluded that the ecological situation at the plant
was up to standard, and they made a numker of useful recommendations.

The work done by the Agency in transmitting experience, know-how and
technolegy as well as equipment under the Technical Assistance Programme, primarily
to the developing countries, is a major way of promoting broad-based use of
peaceful nuclear energy on an international scale. We support the plans for
developing this work further through the Voluntary Fund for Technical Assistance
and Co-operation. The Ukrainian SSR makes regular contributions to that Fund., Our
voluntaiy cdntribution in nationai currency for 1990 is eguivalent tc $564,000.

&he Ag?ncy's work has éuccesafully continued in qthe: areas also, including
the nucleAt.fuel cycle and radioactive wasté manggément,_tﬁe collection and

]

disgemination of scientific information, and the use of nuclear methods in various

seetnes of thm economy. 4 L
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The last area I have mentioned is a matter of priority for many developing
countries since the broad-based use of sources of interionizing radiation in
agriculture, medicine, hydrology and so forth is a real factor in Cheir ongoing
development. The Agency's growing focus on questions such as conparisons between
nuclear and other types of energy from the point of view of their impact on the
environment and the dissemination of information to people on the ecological
advantagee of nuclear energy, so long as it is used safely, deserves full support.
The Agency could become even more involved in settling problems relating to the
social acceptability of nuclear energy and the attitude of public opinion towakds
the use of nuclear enezgy. The Agency has the necessary expertise and the
analytical, informational and great intellectual potential to do that.

Having touched on the question of the Agency's co-ordinating role in
implementing a number of research programmes, we should like to draw attention to
our country's recent proposal, which met with a positive reception from States
members of the Agency -~ concerning the possibility of establishing an internaticnal
research centre at the Cherncbyl plant to study a broad range of questions
connected with electric power and plant accidents and eliminating the conseguences
of such accidents. The centre could, for example, carry out joint studies on a
bilateral basis and special co-ordinating programmes, with the participation of
specialists from many countries. The agency too could play a part in setting up
the centre and could act as co-orzdinator of the various sudies.

In conclusion we sliould like to join other delegations in voicing approval of
he IAFA's annual report for 1998. We fully associate curselves with the draft
resolution on this guestion introduced by Japan. We think that the Agency's
cuccessful work is directly related to the effective activities of Mr. Hans Blix,

the Director General of the Agency. We are completely satisfied with his work and
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are happy that he has been reappointed to this responsible post for a further term
of four years,

The ERESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a decision on draft resolution

A/44/1.18.
May I take it that the Assembly decides to adopt that draft resolution?

Draft resolution A/44/L.18 was adopted (resolution 44/13).

The PRESIDENT: I shall now call on representatives who wish to speak in

explanation of vote,

HMay I remind members that, in accordance with General Assembly decision
34/401, explanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes and should be made by
delegations from their seats.

Mr. COSTA FILHO (Brazil): Brazil joined the consensus on draft

resolution A/44/L.18 on the understanding that such action does not modify oz
prejudge the positions it has been taking in the appropriate bodies.

Mr. JACOB (Israel): My delegation did not wish to break the consensus on
draft resolution A/44/L.18. However, had there been a vote paragraph by paragraph,

my delegation wculd have veted against the last preambular paragraph.
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The PRESIDENT: I have been informed that the Fifth Committee has not
concluded its review of the programme budget implications of draft resolution
A/44/L.17 on agenda item 32, "The situation in Afgha.istan and its implications for
international peace and security®, and that it will therefore be necessary to allow
more time for the Committee to carry out this review. In the light of that
situation the consideration of this item in the plenary Assembly has to he

postponed to a date that will he announced in the Journal.

The meeting rose at 6.30 p.m.




