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The meeting was called o ordar at 10,20 a.m.

ADDRESS BY HIS MAJESTY KING MOSROESHOE II, HEAD OF STATE OF THE KINGDOM OF LESCGTHO

The PRESIDENT: This morninq the Assembly will hear an address by the

Bead of State of the Ringdom of Lesotho,

His Maiesty King Moshoeshoe II, Head of State of the Kingdom of Lesotho, was

egscorted into the General Agsembly Hall.

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I have the honour to

welcome to the United Nations His Majesty King Moshoeshoe II, Head of State of the
Kingdom of Lesotho, and to invite him to address the Assembly.

King MOSHOESHOE II: On behalf of the people and the Governnment of the

Kingdom of Lesotho, and on my own behalf, I have the pleasure and the honeur to
extend to you personally, Sir, and to the members of the Assembly, our fraternal
qgreetings. In so doing, we take the opportunity to offer our warm congratulations
upon your most befitting and deserving assumption of the presidency of the
forty-fourth session of the General Assembly.

We are in no doubt that the General Assembly will benefit enormously from your
prowess and demonstrated diplomatic skills, your wisdom, and your experience, in
the course of your duty to quide the deliberations of the General Assembly - a
brilliant manifesctation of the oneness of the wide world community of sovereign
States bound together by the principles of freedom, eguality, and mutual respect.
You have distinquished yourself, Sir, not only by your dynamic tepresentation of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, but also as a champion of the course of £r eedom
and justice everywhere, more especially in the duties you discharged as Chairman of
the United Nations Special Committee against Apartheid.

Also, we cannot but pay a special tricute to your pr edecessor,

Mr. Dante Caputo, former Foreign Minister of the Argentine Republic, for the able
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and effective mamex; in vhich he conducted the proceedings of the forty-third
session.

As we meet in this forty-fourth year of the existence of the United Nations,
we should once more feel duty-bound to exprgss our qratitude to *he founding
fathers of the Organization for their vision in having left, for humanity, the
legacy of the Organization, which has become the quarantee for humgnity's own
continued survival,

This occasion therefore provides us with an opportunity to renew our solemn
faith in the lofty ideals and historic missicn of the United Nations Charter, It
is a lesson we have learned collectively that only a deep~rooted sense of
commitment to the principles of the Charter will extricate our planet from the
current glcbal insecurity and@ mistrust, and lead us all te a happier, common future.

There is, increasingly, a notable realization amona nations that the
settlement of disputes by peaceful means, whenever possible., is both an imperative
and a pre-condition for mutual trust, confidence and security - in fact, for our
very survival., It is a manifest reality of human history that true peace, not
subservience, and justice, not domination, are the positive conditions for real
progress and genuine development. To us smailer nations, it is, further, a
guarantee against the hegemonic tendencies of the bigger and stronger nations,
which have so often fallen into the temptation of using their military and econonmic
superiority tc advance their designs not only for undue influence but, worse still,
for domination. We should qo throuah the remainina decade of the twentieth century
strengthened in our resolve to make the next century a century of hope, peace and
co-operation amonqg all the nations of our planet.

We are pleased to reaister our appreciation of the increased effectiveness of

the United Nations and the ever-expanding role that it continues to play in the
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promotion of the peaceful settlement of disputes, sound co-operation among nations,
and continuous adherence to, and observance of, the cardinal principles of the
United Nations Charter,

As we stand on the thresho'd of the twenty~-first century, the clarion call of
the United Nations is for all countries to marshal their collective strength in
forqina a common destiny for mank ind, in which the worth and dianity of the human
person shall take centre stage. )

For far too lonq, the world has failed to muster sufficient political will to
embark on an effective strategy to reverse the ever-rising tide of inequalities
among and within nations, of the alarming deterioration of our environment, and of
debilitating confrontations, all of which are a threat to our common future angd

security.
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It is a sad reiility of, and indeed a bad reflection on, the moral conscience
of our age to see, in peace-time, conditions of extreme human sufffrinq and
deprivation which would generally be associated with the ravages of armed
conflict. The ecoromic hardships which have plaqued some our our countries still
persist despite the general improvement in the performance of the world economy as
shown in the 1989 Worid Economic Survey.

While there are obvious signs of econowmic recovery in some of the ¢ ~oping
countries, other countries are still experiencing a continuous decline in their
Per capita incomes, thus making it necessary to call for a maijor review of the
world economic order. The developing nations have always been concerned about
commodity prices, about the inbalances caused by the ocutward flow of capital
through debt payments and the demands of the developed economies, on one side, and
caused by very low investments, in real terms, by developed nations in the
developing countries, on the other, Therefore, economic recovery and
rehabilitation in our countries are being seriously hampered by the hostile
economic environment, characterized by massive external debt which has now reached
crisis proportions, by the decline in commodity prices, by the deterioration in the
terms of trade, and increasing protectionist tendencies in the developed countries.

Official development assistance is not only stagnating at less than half of
the internationally accepted tarqet, but is, in real terms, declining. Monetary
conditions have shown a tendency towards instability, with misaligned exchange
rates. All these factors have resulted in a process of unfavourable transfer of
resources from developing to developed countries, with disastrous economic
consequences in the forwmer, .

The external debt crisis, which has now reached zerious bolitical and economic

dimensions, has emerqed as one of the main obstacles to growth and development in



BHS/dm A/ 44/PV.26
7

{King Moshoeshoa IX)

our countries. We therefore call cn the international commumity, particularly the
credi tor countries, to resolve this crigis in a spirit of shared responsib_i,lity.
while calling for a substantial and timely reduction of the stock and services of
the external debt, the developing countries would welcome a significant flow of né-r
financial resources and real investments commensurate with their economic needs.

However, the response of the international community to the debt issue, has,
so far, been encouracing. A variety of remedial actions have been initiated; .these
include the World Bank's special programme of assistance, the International
Monetary Fund's erhanced structural adjustment facility, and the fifth
replenishment of the African Development Bank.

At their ninth summit Conference in Belqrade this vear, the Heads of State or
Government of the Non-Aligned Countries made concrete and wide-ranaing proposals
reqgarding the areas in which the international commumnity could increase its
co~operation towards combating the menace of external indebtedness. These
proposals deserve our serious consideration because, in the interdependent world
economy, the negative trends referred to will in the long run have adverse effects
on all our countries, developed and developing alike.

The African comtries, on their part, have decided to adcpt a reaional
approach to the debt issue through the holdina of an international conference on
African debt. It is hoped the outcome of this conference will be a decisive
strategy to resolve this problem and brina much needed relief to our burdened
economies.

In a resclute determination to implement the United Nations Programme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development for the period 1986 to 1990
desianed to pull our countries out of the eccnomic slump, our Governments have
spared no effort and wasted no time in viaorously embarkina on structural

adjustment programmes, blended with initiatives and alternatives arising out of
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peculiar country sitixationa, wvhich have been sugqested by our partnees in
development and supported by the International Monetary Pund snd the World Bank, as.
one decisive step towards sconomic rehabilitation. But let us be quite Zrank with
each othar: theae adjustmant proarammes will succeed only if our vartners in
development are awa?.e and realize that they, too, have to m2ke commensurate
adjustments.

While declaring our belief in structural adjustment measures, we are, however,
of the opinicn that to serve best the needs of ocur countries these externally
conceived prescriptions should have been tailored in full coanizance of the
peculiar circumstances prevailing in esach of our different countries, Only in this
way could the measures effectively cover the whole spectrum of development concerns
in our countries.

Referring to these orthodox structural adjustment proarammes now recommended
for Africa and the developing world, the Caracas Ministerial Declaration stivulates
that they should be reviewed and replaced by other more viable alternatives which
would take into account the social, political and economic conditions and realities
of Africa., During the mid-term review and appraisal of the United Natjons
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, the General
Assembly at its forty-third session, boaring in mind that African Governments have
the central role to play in the design and implementation of their adjustment
programmes, stipulated, inter alia, that these Governments should increase their
efforts in the search for a viable conceptval and practical framework for economic
structural adjustment programmes, in keeping with the long-term development
objectives and strategies at the national, sub-reqional and reaional levels,

The Economic Commission for Africa acted very swiftly to embark on a search
for an African alternative framework to structural adjustment proarammes. The

alternative framework that has now heen worked cut and qenerallvy acceoted by
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African Governments ensures that, while adjustment proqrammes will be aimed at the
fundamental transformation of the African economies, they will take due account of
the specific economic situations and national development priorities of each
country. Most of all, these prrsrammes will be desiqned so as to incornorate a
human dimension, with no adverse effect on vulnerable qroups of our societies.

The African countries are really determined to take charaqe of their own
development destipies. All they need is the necessary and appropriate back-up and
support from their international partners in development.

The question of the environment and the need to preserve the glcbal ecological
balance has become one of the major—issues before the world community. The problem
of the environment is a complex one, with political, economic, social and cultural
ranifications,

In the developing countries, the environment crisis is acute. 1In fact, for
close to a billion people living in these countries it is a matter of survival; and
yet they have so far had the least say, qiven their economic situation. BEffective
protection of the environment cannot, realistically, take place in situations of
human deprivatcion because the already limited financial and other resources can
only be channelled towards economic apnd social development.

There is, therafore, a neced for international co-operation in order to
co~ordinate all our efforts and arrest the degradation of our common heritage: the
environment. Success in this urgent international effort can be realized only if
the developed industrialized countries extend all the neecessary ass‘istance -
financial and technical - to the developning countries, as these countries still

lack the necessary meadns.

At the same time, we urge that these environmental problems, urgent and
ser ious &3 they are, not be compounded by the imposition of unfavourable conditions

in the lending and other economic co-operation policies of the developed
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countries. Environmental problems, it must be acknowledaed, are the result not
only of rieqlect and lack of know-how in the developing countries but also of
careless development and pollution generated by the industr jalized countries.
These countries, therefore, have a primary responsibility towards solving the
preblem.
Dumping of hazardous wastes originating from the industrialized countries in

our so-called third world countries is another issue of grave concern and an
outrage which has been deplored by virtually ail Governments in the developing

world.
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It is disturbing that the industrialized countries with the technology and
other means for properly treating and disposing of wastes should deem it cenvenient
to transport these substances and wastes to the developing countries, where the
immediate ang long-term consequences to the environment and human health can be
.’ilil_lfeasurable._;" It is a gross injustice to impose health and other hazards on the
inha_bitants of our countries simply because as yet they do not have laws
: émtrolling and pfohibi ting disposal of such harmful wastes. It is very imnoral
for the industrialized countries to trample on the rights of the poor peoples in
the developing countries simply because, in the latter, public resentment is not as
vocal as it invariably is in the former. We call on the industrialized countries
‘to, :eépect the right of the develo.ping countries to a clean and healthy environment.

The United Nations is the most appropriate forum for solving these environment
problems effectively. |

The adoption by the General Assembly at its forty-third session of the
resclution entitled "Responsibility of States for the protection of the
environment, prevention of the illegal international traffic in, and the dumping
and resulting accumulation of toxic and dangerous products and wastes affecting the
developing countries in particular" was an acknowledgement by this wor1ld body of
its role of combating the serious problems posed by environmental degradation and
Protecting the disadvantaged irhabitants of our common planet,

The year-1992 will mark the' twentieth anniversary ofthe Stockholm Conference
on the environment. It is our ferve.nt hope that the occasion will be marked
appropriately by renewed international commitment to make this world a safe place
for all,

We meet today against the background of an emerging glocbal atmosphere of a

serious search for peace, disarmament and elimination of internaticnal tensions -
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a departure from the'attitudes of rivalry and East-West confrontations that have
characterized international relationships during the past 40 years,

The bipolar doctrines of the twentieth century are being replaced by
restraint, mutual accommodation and consol idation of efforts towards universal
peace and security for all nations, larqe and small.

The rapprochement reached by the two super-Powers and, in particular, the
progress achieved in disarmament negotiations, and the influences they have brought
to bear in the resolution of regional conflicts have qreatly improved the
international political climate,

Much as we welcome the breeze of global relaxation of tensions, we remain
uneasy and sceptical about the ever-present threat to the security and survival of
small nations. We would wish> to see increased United Nations interest in the
legitimate concerns of small States and the ultimate fruition of an international
régime backed up by appropriate instruments quaranteeing the rights and scvereignty
of these States.

The disadvantaged situation of small States and their characteristic
constraints, compounded, as in the case of Lesot 10, by unfavourable qeographic
location and possible isolation by a powerful neighbour, merit the special
attention of this body. We call upon the international commnity to rally to our
suppert and assistance in cur endeavours to build viable, self-reliant and
sustainable naticnal economies. It is in this Assembly that the independence and
sovereianty of small States can be quaranteed; it is here that they are able to
commnicate with the biager nations on the basis of equality, freedom and mutual
respect.,

In southern Africa there is a growing prospect for improvement in the general

political situation from the crucible of a long and bloody struggle for

self-determination. The light of freedom is at long last dawning upon Namibia,
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Notwithstanding the traqic events of last April, when the international
community, through the United Nations, set in motion the .independence plan for
Namibia, there is fortunately a renewed recognition that Security Council
) . resolution 435 (1978) is the only rcad to Namibia's independence.

‘ It is therefore absclutely necessary that there be full compliance with the
provisions of the settlement plan and that all the relevant parties honour their
commitments so that the people of Namibia may be able to determine their future
withcut hindrance.

Our optimism for the success of th: United Nations independence plan for
Namibia has been fortjfieq by the selfless devotion to duty and the professicnal
integrity and impartiality with which the United Nations Transition Assistance
Group (UNTAG) is conducting itself in pursuit of our common endeavour to bring
Namibia to independence through free and fair elections in the not-toco-distant
future.

It is our firm belief that, because of the sheer size of the territory of
Namibia and the complexity of the situation on the qreund, the originally conceived
UNTAG force level of 7,500 remains a viable and realistic proposition.

The recent incidents of violence in Namibia have demonstrated clearly that the
task of maintaining peace and impartiality during the transition period,
particularly during the election itself, will indeed be a difficult one. It is
therefore a matter of qreat importance that the resources put at the disposal of
the Secretary-General for the implementation of the United Nations plan for the
independence of Namibia be commensurate with tne ¢normity of the task as well as
with the ‘mportance attached by the international community to the independence of
that country. We accordinély appeal to the Security Council to reach unan imity on

this issue to ensure the strengthen ing and neceassary increase of the UNTAG force.
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We extend our hearty congratulations to all the countries whose initiatives
ﬁave directly or indirectly facilitated the launching of the settlement process.
We cannot but include in this tribute the Secretary-General, whose unflagging
determination to see Namibia attain independence under the United Nations plan has
been a source of strength and sustenance to the settlement plan.

In accerdance with our long-standing policy of principled opposition to
apartheid, the Kingdom of Lesotho continues to call for the urgent and total
dismantling of that system and the creation of a just and democratic South Africa,
with equal rights and opportunities for all its citizens. Let this Assembly take
note that the people of the Kingdom of Lesotho and their Government feel apartheid
cannot be reformed; it must be dismantled and uprooted. We owe it to our founding
fathers to continue to say that there should be no discrimination between our
respective citizens; we owe it, as a Government, to all the black peoples, Basotho
included, to join in this common cause with everything we have at our disposal.

Encouraging developments in South Africa are taking place: the qrowth of the
internal mass democratic movement and the growing consensus, even among the white
population, that apartheid is both irrelevant and detrimental to the general
economy and to the development of both South Africa and southern Africa are
indicators that ought to receive due support and attention. To give credence to
these hopeful signs it is our fervent hope that the South African authorities will
take decisive and urgent steps to restore to all South Africans their inalienable
right to full participation in the social and political life of their country. 1In
this reqard the release of political prisoners and detainees and the lifting of the
ban on political organizations, as well as allowing the return of exiles to their
homeland, remain key prerequisites.

For far too lonqg, South African authorities have failed to heed leqgitimate

calls for democratic change in that country. Amonq other things, this failure has
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brought in its wake not only severe hatdships and irreparable loss of life but the
im'position by the international eommunlt:y of puni.twe sanctlons.
We wish to urqe, however, that the rationale and moral justincation for

N

economic and other sanct ions against South Africa notwithstanqu, due coanizance
be given to Le;otho s unique geopolitical position and the cc:msequentlal adverse
effects of those measures on our econony.,

In this context we cannot but plead for a sympathetic ah;;r'éciation by the
community of nations of the peculiarities of Oi;r position and the urgent need to

cushion us and all other southern African neighbours aqains_t the stark hardships of

the intensified campaign for sanctions.
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Lesotho subscribes fully to, and supports, all ini tiatives for a negotiated
Solution of the South African question, and Pledges itself to continue to play a
c.nstructive role in that direction. ULesotho is not concerned only about the
[iesant situation, but also about the future. We wisk to see emerge a different
£-uth Africa, ane that will respect and honour the principles of
¢ od-neighbour liness, of healthy reciprocity in the treatment of all of our
cltizens, regardless of race or colourj we wish to gee emerge a new South Africa
that will respect our territorial sovereignty and naticnal inteqrity.

In addressing the question of spartheid, we are reminded >Ff the coantinuing
plight of refugees ond displacad persons in southern Africa. Our comni tment to all
the conventions of this body remains unshaken.

It is our sincere hope that the international community will continue to seek
woys and means of giving practical effect to its undertaking on the plight of
¢ ftugees and displaced persons in southern Africa, particularly on the issues of
& :den-gharing and assistance to all the countries of southern Africa.

The implemsentation of the United Nations settlement plan for Namibia has

nad a new vista for the return of peace to Angola. We applaud the signature of

} Now York Agreements, which upheld the principle of nm;-interference in the

:eznal affaire of Angola. We equally welcome the Luandé and Gbadoli te accords,

1ch conastitute a practical framework for reconciliation between the Government of
¢ Pecple’s Republic of Angola and UNITA. We are hopeful that the difficulties
that have emrged gince those agreemsnts were signed can be overcome with the
axercise of political will, determination, flexibility and accommodation on both
sides.

The same holds true for the Feople's Republic of Mozambique, which merits the
full suppoct of this body for Lts curcvent efforts %o bring normalcy to that country

through peacs and reconciliatiosn.
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We recognize the continued quest by the people of Western Sahara for
self-determination and independence. The Kingdom of lesotho supports and
encourages all peace mowes conducted by the parties to the dispute aimed at the
realization of this goal. We commend the efforts of the Chairman of the
Organization of African Uhity and the Secretary~-General of the Uhited Nations for
their catalytic role towards accompl ishment of the settlement plan.

Never before in contemporary history hus peaceful settlement of disputes
acquired such importance in internaticnal relations. It is indeed a matter of
serious concern that the situation in the Middle Bast continues to run cowmter to
these progressive trends.

Peace in that region wili come about only when the parties to the conflict
have mustered sufficient political will and flexibility to face up to the reality
of the difficult decisions that will have to be made in the interest of peace and
stability. HExperience drawn from the Camp David Agcords has demonstrably proved
that peace in the Middle East is well within the realm of possibility.

We reaffirm our support for the conven ing of an international peace conference
on the Middle East to look into all aspects of the problem of that regiori with tﬁe
participation of all the parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation
Organization. It is our firm belief that such a conference would make a major
contribution to reconciling the people of the Middle East through a peaceful
formula that would aim to achieve mutual recognition of each other's sovereignty
and territorial integrity, as well as to uphold the principle of right to
self-determination.

The Palestinian question, ever so central to the Middle East problem, has,
with the advent of the intifadah and the declaration of the new State of Falestine,
assumed a new sense of urgency. Like all the peoples. of tpe Middle East, the’

Palestinians have a right to independence and a govereign homeland., It is thus
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incumbent upon the fhited Nations to see to it that no effort is spared to ensure
that the Palestinian nation takes up its rightful place as a full member of the
commmnity of nations.

Another dimension of the Middle East problem we are constantly reminded of is
the tragic situation arising from the fratricidal war in Lebanon. It should by now
be very clear to the warring parties that there can be no military solution to that
conflict in which we are daily witnessing the loss of precious life and the
destruction of property. We support the peace initiatives currently in progress to
bring a halt to the hostilities there and to work towards a negotiated settiement
and true reconciliation. 1In this regard, we wish particularly to applaud the
efforts of the Arab League and the Secretary-General of the United Mations.

We cannot but express our great satisfaction at the completion of the
withdrawal of the Soviet military forces from Afghanistan on 15 February this year,
pursuant to the Agreements reached in Geneva in 2pril 1988. By agreeing to pull
its forces out of Afghanistan, the Soviet thion has demonstrated its political will
and determination to oontribute positively to a comprehensive solution to the
Afghan problem and to promote conditions of peace and security in the region. Is
it not, however, a travesty that, even in the wake of the withdrawal ¢f the Soviet
military forces from Afghanistan, the comtry continues to bleed from a fratricidal
war? It is our considered view that the cause of restoring peace to Afghanistan
can best be advanced, not by a continued infiow of armaments from outside, which
help only to fuel the oconflict, but by intra-Afghan dialogue leading to the
cessation of hostilities and negotiation of a common future of hope and fraternity
for the people of Afghanistan. .

The Kingdom of lLesotho continues to add its’ support to the regional and

international initiatives aimed at achieving a durable and peaceful solutian to the
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Kampuchean question, particularly the first and second Jakarta Informal Meetings
held durinq July 1988 and February 1989 respectively, and the subsequent meetings
between the parties concerned.

We equally welcome the decision of the non-aligned countries to establish a
comnittee on Kampuchea consisting of 13 countries and, not least, the commendable
efforts of the 19 countries, includina the five permanent merbers og the Security
Council, which assembled in Paris at the end of July this year with the purpose of
£inding a solution to the problem of Kampuchea. The stalling of the Paris
neqotiations, while reqrettable, should strenathen the resolve of the international
community to intensify efforts towards the ultimate achievement of a peaceful
settlement. We view those efforts and initiatives as complementary and matually
reinforcing, and as significant contr ibutions towards a comprehensive solution to
that problem.

The undertaking by the Vietnamese Governme.it in April 1989 unconditionally to
withdraw the rest of its trcops from Kampuchea by the end of September this yzar,
should, if buttressed by internationally acceptable verification measures, remove
one of the major obstacles and offer enhanced progpects for the realization of
peace in that country,

It is the moral responsibility of the international community, not only to
stop the war, but to qive support and sustenance to the achievenment of a
satisfactory internal political settlement that will ensure that Kampuchea fully
recovers from the wounds of the Indo-China war, the genocidal practices of the
recent past and the untenable circumstances of foreign occupation,

The international community must not relax its efforts for the promotion of
peace, reconciliation and dialogue in the Korean peninsula.

In calling for the speedy reunification of Korea, we urge the two sides to dc

everything possibie to promote mutual trust and adopt confidence-building
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measures. The preréquisite for the attainment of peaceful remification will
always be the easing of tension and military confrontation, and this demands
political will and Getermination on both sides. We are indeed heartened by the
efforts being made by the Korean people to achieve the reunification of their
fatherland through dialogue and matual consultation.

The people of Korea should not, however, in the interim, be denied their right
to full membership of the thited Mations, even as a divided nation. The Government
of Lesotho, guided by the principle of universality of the United Nations, would

readily support assumption of United Mations member ship by both Koreas, should they

choose to do so.

Over 25 years ago, this Organization established the United Nations
i’eace-keeping Porce in Cyprus (UNFICYP) in order to create the best conditions
under which peaceful solutions to the Cyprus problem could be achieved. We regret
that in all that time it has not been possible to achieve a negotiated settiement

of all aspects of the Cyprus problem.
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The Kinadom of Lesotho continues to welcome, and to reaffirm its support for,
the efforts of the Secretary-General in pursuing the mission of good offices
entrusted to him by the Security Council. we particularly welcome the direct talks
launched, in Auqust 1988 under the auspices & the Secretarv-General, between the
President of the Republic of Cyprus and the leader of the Turkish Cypriot
community. It is our sincere hope that both parties will co-operate fully with the
Secretary-General in his latest endeavour, by showing the necessary flexibility and
goodwili.,

We urge the two parties to consider taking further steps, in co-operation with
United Nations personnel, aimed at reducing the recurrence of violent incidents and
at creating an atmosphere conducive to peaceful and result-oriented dialogue.
Lesotho supports the proposals for the demilitarization of Cyprus and for the
convening of an international conference, under the auspices of the United Nations,
on the international aspects of the Cyprus problem. We are convinced that the
immediate withdrawal of all foreign forces from Cyprus remains an essential hasis
for an carly and just solution to the problem and for the restoration of the
country's unity, sovereianty and territorial inteqr ity.

We witness the important developments taking place in Central America, which
are characterized by processes of democratization, political harmonization and a
genuine search for peace, aimed at strenathening security and development in that
region. The Kingdom of Lesotho is convinced that strict respect for the
self-determination of peoples, non-interference in the internal affairs of States,
and cessation of all pressures, threats and hostile acts against sovereign States
constitute the essential bhasis for peace, developmert and democracy in Central

Amer ica,
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The peace aqree.lents recently concluded by the Central American Presidents in
Honduras constitute a major contribution to the attainment of durable and lasting
pesce in the regicn. We appeal to all Governments to respect the will of the
»Chmtral Amer ican people to implement the joint plan for the restoration of peace in
Central America and to desist from any acticn that might jeopardize the completion
of thi# procass,

So far as the Falklunde/Malvinas question is concerned, it is our fervent hope
that Argentina and the United Kingdom will eventually arrive at a mitually
acceptable solution on the basis of the General Asserbly resolution on that
Territory. They should be accorded all support in their current endeavours and
initiatives in the search for a peaceful solution to their differences.

As the world stears off the puths of confrontation and extricates itself from
reqgional conflicts, it behoves all of us to consol idate and accelerate the process
of the relaxation of international tension by lending fresh impetus to the pusitive
efforts being made to turn swords into pPloughshares. Despite the positive
developments we have witnessed in the field of disarmament in recent years, the
world is still threatened by the massive nuclear arsenals that &te still in place
on our planet and are being further refined, increased and even pdernized.

The Kingdom of Lesotho is heartened by the progress adaieve;l in the
neqothtiom between the major Powers of the East and the West that resulted in the
Treaty between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics on the Blininaiicn of Their Intermediate-Ranae .and_Shor ter-Ranqge
Missiles - thg INF Treaty - and in aq:eeggnt, il"l principle, to reduce their
Strateaic a:aenais bv 50 per cent. It i.s;“'our hope that these agreements are only a

pr ecursor 'ot'the eventual total elimination of these weapons and that all other
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States possessing nuclear weapons will also be involved in these positive efforts.
We are under no illusion that nesotiations leading to the total elimination of
nuclear weapons will be easy.

The recent aagreement between the United States of America and the Soviet Union
to resume negotiations on a nuclear-test ban and the initiative taken by Indones ia,
Peru, Sri Lanka, Mexico snd Yugoslavia in calling for an amendment confetence of
States parties to the 1963 Partial Test Ran Treaty, with a view to transforming
that Treaty into a comprehensive test-ban treaty, constitute important
contributions to the advancement of international security and the process of
disarmament. It is our hope that the Conference on Disarmament will complete these
efforts by embarking urqently upon neqotiations for a comprehens ive nuclear-test
ban treaty that is binding on all States, in order to de-escalate the nuclear-arms
race and reduce the threat of nuclear war. .

Lesotho continues to register its Support for the individual and regional
initiatives that envisage the atablxshment of nuclear-free zones in various parts
. 0f the gqlobe, and views these as a valid strateay for the nreventlon of the
proliferation of muclear weapons and the preservation of internatiohal peace and
security, ) . o

Mank ind is eager to forao the weapons of mass destruction, whethe;' vthese be
nuclear, chemical or biological. The overwhelming attendance at, and the
Successful conclusion of, the international Conference on the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons, bringing together, in Paris in January this veat. ‘the States
pacties to the f3eneva Protccol of 1925 and other interested :aarues. was ‘testimony

to humanity's rejection of these arsenals of death and mass destruction.
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A8 we exert ourQelvs to create a world free from nuclear, chemical and
biological weapons, we should not, however, overlook the need to adopt measures for
the limitation and.gradual reduction of conventional weapons, within the framework
of progress towards general and complete disarmament. |

The international community should equally remain vigilant against the
projection of the arms race into outer space, Ouﬁer space is the common heritage
of mankind and should be used only for peaceful purposes and for the benefit of
mankind. Scientific and technological development should be directed towards the
benefit, and not the detriment, of mankind.

We have obser ved puge amounts of financial and other resources being devoted
to the production and development of the means of war, while a large part of
humanity continues to live in a world riddled with poverty, hunger, ignorance and
disease. This misallocation of resources for the production and procurement of
deadly weapons is not in the best interests of humanity. We see grest value in the
action programme adopted by the Internatiocnal Conference an the Relaticnship
betwesn Disarmament and Development, which calls for the release, through
disarmament measures, of resources for developing countries.

As we witness the world transformation, leaving the spectre of the cold war to
Ahistory, let us resolutely step up our joint efforts for the very survival of
current and succeeding generations. Let us rekindle the hopes and aspirations of
mankind by inculcating the spirit of interdependence and common destinies. These
naoble aims can be achieved only when there is respect for the sovereign right of
every nation, small or large, to determine and decide fregly its own social and

political system. Let us truly live up to the lofty ideals of the United Nations.
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It would be remiss o my part if T ended this address without paying a special
tribute to the indefatigable Secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar. Ag is
typical of him, he continues to discharge his calling with honowr and dignity. His
untiting, nable efforts in the pursuit of peace, sometimes against heavy and
dema‘xding challenges, to find solutions that would eliminate the conflicts in our
once-turbulent world, dictate to all peoples of conscience that they accerd him the
: essent:.al elements of co-operation and support.

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assenbly, I wish to thank His

Ma jesty the King of Lesotho for the important statement he has just made.

Higs Majesty ng Moshoeshce II of Lesotho was escorted frem the General

Assembly Hall,
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GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. KING (Barbados): Mr. President, I am very pleased to see such a
distinguished son of Africa receive the honour of presiding over the forty-fourth
session of the United Nations General Assembly. The bonds between our two
countries, Nigeria and Barbados, are of long standing, rooted in a common past,
enriched by a common drive to uplift our peoples and unweakened by the distance
that separates us. We know intimately of your personal skill and flair in
diplomacy. I unhesitatingly Pledge the full co-operation of my delegation during
your tenure.

May I élso take this opportunity to thank your predecessor, Mr. Dante Caputo,
for his skilful chairmanship and guidance throughout the forty-third session.

Since the birth of the Organization some 45 years ago the world has made
considerable progress. The age of high technology is with us. Many countries of
the industrialized wor1d have achieved high standards of living and substantial
material advancement for their people. After more than three almost-uninterrupted
decades of direct and indirect confrontation, the leading nuclear Power;. have begun
to beat their swords into pPloughshares and their spears into prming~hooks. With
that development has followed an apparent weariness with conflict-by-proxy across
the far reaches of the globe. There seems to be a genuine wniversal desire to
participate in the search for peace.

It is, however, incumbent upon the super~Powers to ensure that this new
dimension in their relations is no passing pheromenon, no short respite while
arsenals are refurbished ané economies restructured. It is our hope that the
developments of the past two years are the basis for lasting global peace.

For the peoples of the non~industrialized countries these trends present a

unique opportunity for us to pursue our development free from the encumbr ances of
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ideological conflict. we must remain vigilant, however, and be Getermined that we

never again become unwitting pawns in the deadly games of the not-too-distant past
should there be a retreat into the old ways of super-Power rivalry. We must be
ever vigilant, because many of the major problems that confront us today have no
ideological solutions in the interdependent world in which we live.

And yet, in spite of the considerable progress the world has made, there
remains a stubborn residue of problems that are as intractable today as thev were
half a century aqo. For a larqe number of the world's ponulation so little has
changed in past decades that their development objectives, however modified, remain
basically the same. For them, their economic and social problems are still their
most urqgent problems, and none of us can rossibly say they are within sight of
solution. There is still far too much deqrading poverty on the face of the Earth,
There are large inequalities in wealth within nations and between rich and poor
nations. There are glaring 9aps and disparities in the provision of hous ing,
health and education for a substantial part of the world's population. There is
the soul-destroying sickness of apartheid in South Africa and the lingering disease
of racial intolerance and pPrejudice in many countries of the world. There are
discord and conflict in the Middle East and smoulder ing embers of strife in South
East Asia,

There ought to be no question that the struggle for economic advancement and
social development of the non-indus trialized nations of the world should be one of
the urgent and consuming priorities of international life today,

The current international Problens of debt, protectionism, the net reverse
£flow of tinmcial"reswrces, global warming, threats to.the Earth's ozone layer,
creeping deserts, pollution and other forms of environmental deqradation,

destruction wrought by hurricanes and other natural disasters, AIDS, druq abuge and
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the illegal traffic in drugs - all compound the plight of the peoples of the
developing world.

I take this opportunity to express Barbados® sympathy with thé countries that
were recently ravaged by hurricane Huqo, particularly our sister countries in the
Caribbean, and to urge the international community to co-ordinate and provide
material support to the countries in need as a matter of urgency. I trust that
these experiences will serve ag an impetus to the international community to give
fts full support to the proclamation of the international decade for natural
disas ters.

Our responses to the challenges presented by the countless prcblems 1 have
mentioned will be a test of the resilience of the multilateral system. Just as
naticnal develcmént demands nothing less than the transformation of a society and
its economy, so too in an interdependent world will economic and social development
necessitate the transformation of attitudes in the internatioral community and the
transformation of the international economy. It is clear that the prescription
calls for joint, co-operative and consensual actiocn and respongsibility if lasting
golutions are to be found, solutions that do not themselves create more critical
problems,

The foremost lesson to be learned in adherence to the principle of
multilateralism is the danger of believing that any single country or qroup of
ocountries can alone command the way forward or has exclusive insights into the way
our relations on this planet should be shaped. Our history is replete with
examples that reveal that that attitude of mind has prevailed in the past, needless
to say with disastrous consequences. In the final analysis everyone is searching
for the way forward; from the smallest to the biggest, from the weakest to the

strongest, everyone has a contribution to make in this process.
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For small developing countries like Barbados there is really no alternative to
the multilateral process. We have no capacity to project military might beyond our
sheres. We command no great inflx_:mce in the total schem» of international
economic relations. But we have one means of making our woice heard at the global
level: that is through our contribution to the multilateral process and our appeal
to fairness and equity in international relations.

We therefore urge the nations of the world to return to true multilateralism
as the only effective way to meet the challenges of promoting and ensuring what has
been described as self-sustaining, international economic growth and development

and a restructured economic system of co-cperation.
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Tn relation to international debt, the record of action so far emphasizes the
need for a global conference to look at the question of debt in all its
dimensions. The ad hoc ad piecemeal measures which have been put forward so far
are clearly not addressing the problem in the timely and comprehensive manner that
is necessary. Failure to involve all parties, including particularly the private
commercial banks, has produzed obstacles to the full implementation of the various
proposals, resulting in half-hearted efforts at implementation and less than full
coverage of those affected.

In addition, the emergence of new centres of economic power and the prospect
of new patterns of trade and investment make such a conference even more vital,

Any further delay in convening the conference will only increase the already
intolerable social costs being bocne by indebted countries as they strive to repay
their debts. It is certain that the terrible effects in terms of social upheaval
and dislocation will be falt far beyond the confines of the national borders within
whi‘ch they occur.

In relation to the environment, it is heartening that there has been a fairly
quick decision on a global approach to the problem. The General Assembly will have
to work hard at this session to ensure that the preparations for the 1992
conference on environment and development are placed on a sure foundation. Even at
this stage, however, some comments can be offered about what Barbados would 1ike %o
see emerge at, and from, the conference.

Bar bados hopes thag, as a minimum, some concrete measures will be agreed upon
to enable developing countries to contribute more fully to the efforts to protect
the glcbal environment. We recognize that sacrifices will have to be made by all
countries, but it is only equitable that the developed comtries, which are in a

better position to do so and which have contributed significantly to the preseat
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environmental problems, bear proportionately a larger portion of the burden. 2above
all, arrangements to protect and preserve the environment must ensure that the
legitimate aspirations of the developing countries to create a better life for
their people are secured.

I am happy to report that Barbados and its sister States menbers of the
Caribbean Community have recently taken steps to create mechanisms at the regional
level for ongoing consultation and co-operation on environmental matters which are
of paramount interest to us all.

In relation toc illegal narcotic drugs, it is clear that efforts to eliminate
this menace will be doomed to failure unless they reflect the will of producer,
consumer and transit States alike. So far, activity has been concentrated on
efforts to stem the flow of illegal drugs to consuming countries.

Efforts, however, to reduce and eliminate the demand for illegal drugs have
been not nearly a8 concerted and, as a result, not as effective. It has become
evident that catchy slogans, although they serve to focus attention on the issue,
are not sufficient. It will be necessary to direct much more effort and resouvrces
towards education to spread the message of the dangers of narcotic drugsi for it is
only when the demand of consumers is reduced that the core of the problem will have
been reached. Equal emphasis will need to be placed on rehabilitation programmes
to reclaim those who have bacome the victims of drug abuse. These measures are
essential if the long—-term dimensions of the drug prcblem are to be addressed.

Barbados' ccneern with the dangers of illegal drugs has been all the more
heightened because our principal resource is our people. Barbadcs lacks large
deposits of minerals, vast rivers and forests. It has be'en tirough the ingenulity

of ocur people that some measure of progress my be seen in our development efforts.
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Our women in particular have played a sionificant and leading role in these

" development efforts. Thus, any factor which reduces the capacity of our people o
fulfil the tasks of development is an attack on the very foundations of our
existence as a nation. My country is in the process of adopting comprehensive
measures aimed at effectively combating and halting the illegal traffic in drugs in
Barbados. However, the efforts of individual countries need to be buttressed, and
we commend regional and multilateral efforts.

In this regard, I wish to pledge the support of Barbados for the courageous
and resolute efforts of President Virgilio Barco and the Government and people of
Colombia to free their country from the grip of narco-terror.

We support, too, the initiatives presented by the Governments of Trinidad and
Tobago and Jamaica aimed at excising the cancer of illicit trade in drugs and we
urge the international commnity to join in this support.

The scourge of AIDS, like drug abuse and drug trafficking, respects no
borders. It is vital that in the fight againgt AIDS the international community
deploy all the resources at its cowmand. Above all, it is imperative that
developments in science and technology be made available to all countries if the
universal battle against AIDS is to be waged successfully. The choice is clear:
we unite or perish.

Developing countries like Barbados are engaged in an interminable struggle to
ensure that we are not left behind in the evolution of the global economy. There
is an unfortunate trend for developed countries increasingly to co~ordinate their
policies in key economic scuctors without involvinc; a range of the developing
nations which will ultimately be affected by those policies. Barbados fully
supports the efforts at consultation among those with the greatest capacity to

effect change in the international econcmy. We feel, however, that such
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co~ordination should more fully take into account and reflect the views and
concerns of those with the qreatest needs.

Certain factors should qovern the transformation of the qlobal econonmy.
Foremost amona these is the unequal capacities of developing and develcped
countries to make the necessary adaptations. The developed countries are better
able by far to adjust to thg new realities; indeed they are helping to create the
momentum for chanqe. It is vital, therefore, that the developing countries be
helped to make the necessary adjustments; for it is only if the transformation of
the developing countries corresponds to that of the developed world that a true
balance can be attained which favours the majority over minority interests,

This year we witness the celebration of the emergence and triumph of democracy
in at least three countries. The Republic of Costa Rica will shortly mark the
100th anniversary of its democracy. The Republic of France has celebrated the
200th anniversary of the French Revolution. We congratulate those countries. My
own country, Barbados, is commemorating 350 years of Parliament. Our experience of
350 years of parliumentary qovernment has taught us the power which resides in the
hands of the people. From a narrowly constituted body reflecting the interests of
a minority of colonists, the Barbados Parliament has been transformed into a truly
representative institution in which the concerns of all Barbadians may be pursued.
It is aqainst this backqround that Barbadians can empathize with the aspirations of
people throughout the world to become masters of their dwtiny, throuah freely and
democratically elected representatives,

This aspiration has burned strong in the breasts of the oppressed people of

‘southern Africa. Change is on the horizon for Namibia after years of domination by

the apartheid régime of South Afrira. Barbados's long-standing commitment to this




MM /ed A/44/PV. 26
35

Mr. King, Barbados)

process of change is underscored by the deployment of a contingent of 21 Barbadian
police officers in Namibia within the framework of the United Nations Transition
Assistance Group (UNTAG). But the internaticnal community must remain vigilant
lest, at the eleventh hour, the evil régime of apartheid conspires to snatch the

prize of freedom from the grasp of the Namibian people.
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6ertain ominous developments in Namibia only serve to warn of that possibility. It
is therefore vitally important that the apartheid régime be told in no uncertain
terms, especially by those to whom it must listen, that the international community
will not be satisfied with anything less than complete freedom for the Namibian
people,

We must be conscious, however, that the achievement of politicsl freedom is
only the starting-point for Namibia's membership of the community of nations.
Considerable financial and technical assistance will be necessary to place the
country on the path to economic development. My country has in its small way tried
to further this cause through reqular contributions to the various funds for
Mamibia and the provision of educational scholarships for Namibians in Barbados.
Barbados stands ready to continue and intensify the assistance which it has been
giving to Namibians and urges all members of the international community to do
likewise within their respective capabilities. wé.will have failed in our several
responsibilities if we merely assist in Namibia's emergence as an independent
nation under the shadow of apactheid's econcmic domination.

The international community egqually cannot relax until the gtain of apartheid
is eradicated from South Africa and truly representative qovernment is introduced
in benighted land. We must not be fooled by the merely coemetic changes which have
been made in South Africa through the staqinq of totally urdemocratic elections.
That is merely an attempt to qive apartheid a respectable face and prolong its
existence as well as an attempt to lull the international community into inaction
on the eradication of apartheid. But none of us, none of the nations which
proclaim support for fundcmental and inaliznable humar; rights, the essentiai

principles of justice and equality and the virtues of a democratic form of
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government can be satisfied until that odious system of avartheid is completely
eliminated. FPor while the situation in South Africa lingers it remains an cbstacle
to world peace.

The hunger for peace is avident in the decision reached by the five Presidents
of Central America at their meeting in Auqust in Tela, Honduras. Barbados has lonq
suppor ted the princivle of aoplying reqional solutions to regional oroblems. We
have on several occasions and in various forums reaffirmed our support for, ané
commitment to, the peace initiatives launched by the Contadora Group., We pledge
our support for the peace process, which has now been qiven a renewed impetus, and

call upon all States to do likewise,

It is unfortunate that while it may be considered that some progress towards
peace has been realized in one dimension of the Central Amarican problem, elsewhere
on the isthmus tension and strife are steadily increasina. & series of unfortunate
events has dealt a serious blow to the hopes of the democratic forces in Panama.
Following the abrupt suspension of the democratic process in the presidential
elections held in Panama in May this year, the Prime Minister of Barbados, the

Right Honourable Erskine Sandiford, issued a statement voicing Barbados' concern

that any deterioration of the situation in Paname could lead to an escalation of
tensions in the region with the gravest consequences for the peace and security of
the hemisphere. He expressed the view that the democratic nations of the
hemisphere could help to resolve the crisis in Panama bv insistinag that any
gsolution must be consistent with respect for human rights and authentic democracy
on the basis of fair and free elections, with the sovereiqn right of the Panamanian
people to determine their own destiny free from external intervention, with the

integrity of the Panama Canal treaties, and achieved through peaceful neqotiations.
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Once again we urge all States to work within these parameters for the rapid and
peaceful resclution of the crigis in Panama.
The international community must also renew its offorts o bring peace to that

long troubled region, the Middle East. Barbados believes that an international

| conference on the Middle East offers the best hope for a comprehensive and lasting
settlement of the Middle East question. Peace will continue to be an elusive
objective until the desire of the Palestinian people for a homeland and the right
of all sute; in the regiom to live within secure boundaries are recanciled. We
urge those in authority to fulfil the responsibilities which are theirs by virtue
of their power ad to move swiftly to the table of internationally sponsored
negotiations and so end the deadly cycle of violence.

Barbados agrees with the view that the Uhited Nations system represents man's
loftiest hopes fof a better future., As a mechanism for solving problems the United
Nations system is without parallel. It provides opportunities for a
cross-fertilization of ideas, and its Charter, notwithstanding the criticisms
levelled against it, offers the most comprehensive quidelines for international
action yet crafted by man.

For all its potential the United Nations system can do no more than the will
of the Member States allows. It is therefore imperative that we fulfil our
obligations to the Organization. MNo longer can its operations be held to ransom
through non-compliance with legal obligations regarding payment of contributions.
Solem undertakings must not be cast aside in the pursuit of national objectives.
she United Nations is not to be supported when it suits narrow national interests
and simply shunted agside when it does not.

It is clear, however, that the reform of the United Mations system must be

carried forward speedily if ite operations are to be placed on a somd ad secure
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footing for the future. Some streamlining of activities will be necessarv. Bven
qreater efforts must be made to reduce and eventually eiiminate wastage and
outright abuse of resources where thegse are identified.

In relation to United Nations peace~keeping activities it is clear that in the
last two years demands on the Organization have increased considerably. As
negotiated settlements are reached in one conflict area after the other, it is
likely that the United Nations will be called upon to act as guarantor of the peace
again and again, If the United Nations iz to fulfil in the most efficient manner
the demands being made upon it then some attention must be paid to enrhancing its
capacity in the area of peace supervision. Only in this way can we hope to avoid
some of the difficulties which have been evident. In addition we must counter the
forces which would see the United Nations as 2 mere shield, a cover for the pursuit
of national interests as oppcaed to the interests of the world community as a whole.

I take this opportunity to pay tribute te all those who have given their lives
in the service of the United Natiors.

Humank ind cannot affozd to ignore the possibilities which have been afforded
us for a brighter tomorrow. Tp do so would be to condemn ourselves to repeat the
mistakes of past decades with perhaps even more severe consequences for life on
this planet. Barbados is convinged that if these opportunities for peace and
developmen? are to be exploited to the fullest they must be brought fully within
the ambit of the United Nations system; they must not be left to the vaqaries of
changing personalities and alliances, or continue to exist at the level of

bilateral or only partially multilateral relations,.
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Our future action must also more fully reflect a commitment to certain
principles and cbjectives. Those that come guickly te mind include: a renewed
commitment to the process of consultation, the broadeninq of co-ordination in the
eccnomic sector, the equitable sharing of burdens and responsibilities; the search
for comprehensive, as opposed to partial, ad hoc and temporary solutioms to
problems; the intensification of auppori for the economic recovery of developing
countries; greater attention to the human dimension of development; respect for
bas ic human rights over narrow national concerns; and the fulfilment of the
aspiration of ail peoples to self-determination.

Those are not new ideas. I certainly claim no right of authorship over then.
They have been around for a lonqg time, unfortunately more often ignored than
receognized. I believe the success of our efforts to begqueath a better world to
succeeding generations will largely depend on our commitment to those principles.

As we look back on the developments that have taken place in the recent past,
we have cause for hope. There is an atmosphere of optimism, albeit cautious at
times, that great things are within the grasp of mankind if only we put our minds
and energies to the task of achieving them. BAs we face the future we can draw
sustenance from the belief that a new era of peace and development can be ushered
in on thig planet.

The peoples of the developing world &spire to far more than mere survival,
They deserve a nobler destiny, a concept justified by the high moral obligation to
recognize the inherent equality of all human beings and to acknowledge that there
is dignity in the ht;man navson and that avery 1iving soul on the face of the Earth
deserves an equal opportunity to strive, and to achieve, and to create a more just

and humane world.
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Mr. BAYIH (Ethiopia): It givez me great pleasure, Sir, to extend to you,
on behalf of the Bthiopian deicgation and on mvy own behalf, warm congratulationz on
your election as President of the General Assesbly at ite forty-fourth session.
Your election was indeed a qreat tribute both to the sianiticant role our sister
country of Nigeria plays in world affairs and to you pergonally, as a widely
experienced diplomat. As I state my delegation's conviction that you will steer
our deliberations to a successful conclusion, I wish at the same time to assure you
of our fullest co-operation as you discharge your heavy responsibilities.

1 wish also to take this opportunity to express our appreciation to your
predecessor, Mr, Dante Caputo, for the effective manner in vhich he presided over
the forty-third session of the Seneral Assenbly.

Let me also put on record our sincere appreciation to the Secretary-General,
M. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for the firm commitment he has always shown to
multilateralism and for his unflinching dedication to the purposes and principles
of the United Nations,

Since the last session of the General Assembly we have been expressing
optimism about new trends in international relations and increased hope about the
future of our planet. The relaxation of tension in world politics over the course
of the past two years has to a large extent justified that outlook. Today more
than aver before we have sufficieat reason to be more confident about the
possibility of erecting a structure of peace in our world., The improvement in
relations between the two major Powers has contributed significantly to the
reduction of tension and to a better climate in international relations,
Confrontation has started gradually to give way to dialoque and co-operation.

Obviously, the past cannot be unmade, But lessonz learned from past mistakes

ghould prepare the international community to seize the new opportunities that are

apening up.
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It is to be recalled that the confrontation between the power blocs that was

l
the hallmark of the period after the Second World War gave rise to a mind-set which
was oblivious to the common danger faced by the human race. The muitual hostility
engendered and fueled by the cold war left no room for accommodation. l
Vindictiveness prevailed. Tolerance and mutual understanding loet their place.

Reason has, however, 2lways pointed to the fact that those differences,
reqacdless of their siqnificance, were never important enouch for =& to allow them
to overshadow mank ind’s common interest in ensuring survival. Nevertheless, the
establizhment of durable peace became elusive, The wasting of mmterial and human
resources in the quest for military supremacy, a pursuit that has always been a
chimera, drained off resources that could otherwise have been used to promote
development and aileviate the sufferinas of humanity.

The adverse implications of the cold war were especially notable for newly

independent and developing countries. In a climate of intolerance for different

ideas, efforte by independent nations to seek their own solutions to thelr probiems

were viewed with hostility.

In the meantime, it was becoming abundantly clear that, apart from the nuclear
danger that has been a part of our iife since the Second World War, the arowing
number of ‘challenges directly impinging on our survival, the proper -manaaément of
which required international co-operation, were reminding us of our interdependence
and our common destiny. We are indeed qratified that in the past f¢w yoscs the
first steps have been taken, albeit in very limited asreas of internstional iife, to
address issues of vital importance on the basis of accommodation and compromise.

In the past few years we have had the opportunity to see how, aiven the
necessary political will, an international political environment conducive to the
removal of obstacles to the search for solutions to some og the most intractable

nolitical problems could be created.

L ooy
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The commencement of the implementation of the United Nations plan for the
independence of Namibia is a testimony to the capacity of the United RNations to
discharge such important responsibilities when there exists the appropriate

international environment. At the same time, we recognize that the Oraganization is

facing a major challenge in ensuring free and fair elections in Namibia under its
supervision and control on the basis of Security Council resolution 435 (1978).

That South Africa is only going through a pretence of allowing free and fair
elections in Namibia has been cbvious all alonq. 1Its determination to steal the
elections scheduled to take piace next month has been made plain by events in
Namibia in the course of the past few months. Not only is South Africa committed
to seeirg the elections conducted on the basis of rules that would allow it to get
the elections to qo its way, but it is also making every effort through
intimidation and murder to prevent the South West Africa People's Organization from
participating fully in a free and fair election.

Under the circumstances, the United Nations - and particularly the Security
Council - must continue to be vigilant and take all necessary effective action with
a view to ensuring that the November elections in Namibia are conducted in full
compl iance with the spirit and letter of Security Council resolution 435 (1978).
Successful implementation of the United Nations plan for the independence of
Namibja will no doubt constitute a significant step towards lasting peace and

stability in the region, thus contributing to an improvement in international

relations,
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Although a conclusive settlement of the Iran-Iragq conflict is still awaited,
the fact that the cease-fire continves to hold is a significant achievepent.

Tranguillity is yet to be restored in Afghanistan, but the Geneva Agreements
have demonstrated the values of compromise and the consequent reduction in
international tension.

We are also hopeful that the efforts aimed at resolving the problem in
Cambodia will pick up momentum once again, Wo doubt, the withdrawal by Viet Nam
of its troops contributes towards expaditing the achievement of a durable peace in
Cambodia.

In Central America, the steps taken by the States in the region have paved the
way for greater wderstanding. We extend to them our suprort in their con tinved
efforts to implement their joint decisions. It is our earnest hope that Nicaragua
will finally be given the opportunity to concentrate fully on natiocnal
construction.

As we duly note the positive changes taking place in cur world, we need at the
same time to be realistic enough to acknovledge that much remains to be done in
order to ensure peace and the survival of humanity, as well 33 to lay the
foundation for a structure of international relaticns based on justice, equality
and democracy.

Despi te notable achievements made in the area of nuclear disarmament in the
last few years, the momentum towards the complete elimination of these dangerous
weapens of destruction has not been cormensurate with the expectation of the
internaticnal commumity. The threat posed by the stockpiles of nuclear weapons
rerainge as grave as sver. Under the citcunstancas, 2 speedy conclusion of a
comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty, measures to pravent the axtension of the
arms race into outer space, and an agreement on the prohibition of the use or

threat of use of nuclear weapons continue to be priority issues. WNo less
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importance, we feel,‘ should be attached to the need to finalize and conclude, as
soom as possible, the ongoing negotiation on a chemical weapons convention. The
commitments expresged both by the Soviet Union and the United States at this
session of the General Assembly to destray the bulk of their chemical weapons will,
no doubt, give impetus to the efforts under way at the Conference on Disarmament
towards achieving an agreement on the long overdue convention.

It is also cobwiows that there are still a number of vital issues relating to
international peace and security that have not yet been properly addressed or
regarding which little progress has been made.

Indeed, it remains a source of major disappointment to us that, despite the
changed international climate and the reform pronowmcemcnts of the racist régime,
no significant move has been made towards the dismantlement of the evil system of
apartheid. Conditions in Scuth Africa continue essentially unal tered and no
progress can bhe anticipated unless the internaticnal community takes effective
measures tc increase the pressure on Pretoria, including the imposition of
ocomprehensive and mandatory sanctions under Chapter VII of the United MNations
Char ter.

In this connection, my delegation wishes to emphasize the significance of the
declaration adopted by the AJ Hoc Committee on Southern Africa of the Organization
of African Unity on the question of South Africa at its 3rd meeting in Harare,
Zimbabwe, on 21 August 1989, The implementation of the principles and ideas
contained in that declaration could facilitate the peaceful resclution of the
problems created by apartheid and the establishment in South Africa of a goverment
based on equality, justice and democracy. At no time should it be forgotten,
however, that this aim can succeed rnly if international pressure an the racist
régime is vigorously continued.

In the Middle East, durable peace will always be beyond reach so long as the
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Palestinian people are denied their rights as a people. In this connection, I wish
once again to reiterate the repeated calil made by the General Assenbly for the
convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East, under the
auspices of the United Nations, with the participation of all parties to the
contlict.

The prevailing increased level of international understanding is yet !:o‘ have
an impact also on the state of affairs in the Korean peninsula. Th; gquest for
peaceful reunification by the Korean people should be addressed without further
delay. My delegation fully supports the desire and efforts of the people of Korea
for the restoration of their national unity and looks forward to the day when it
will assume its rightful place in this community of nations.

The search for global freedom and justice will remain incomplete so long as
peoples continue to be subjected to the evils of colonialism and racism anywhere.
In this regard, the year 1990 ~ during which we shall be commemorating the
thirtieth anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration on the Grantina of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, as well as ensuring the success of
the International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism - should afford us
added opportunity to intensify our concerted efforts towards the total elimination

of all manifestations of colonialism by the year 2000.

These are but some of the major indications that the task of making the

current improvement in world affairs mure complete and comprehensive is a challenge.

the international community has vet to address.

A new world order, radically different from' the one we cught to leave behind
48, “raquires, as its foundation, a full democratization of internatioral
relations. This should be a world in which principles relating to the sovereign

equality of States, non-interference in internal atfairs and the sanctity of the

independence and territorial integrity of countries are fully respected.
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The new world o‘:de: we wish to see would of course not be devoid of major
Powers. But itéshould be an order in which the qreatness of nations is measured
not by their relative military might or economic power but by the respect thev
command through their contribution to international co-o;beration and harmony, ag
well as to the development of human civilization.

We should go beyond the conception that international peace and security are
jeopardized conly by issues that are political and military in nature.

The framers of the Charter of the United Nations had the foresight to declare,
in Article 1, the achievement of “international co-operation in solving
international problems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character”
as one of the purposes of the United Nations.

We have seen throughout the 1980s the gradual deterioration in the economic
situation of the developing world. The overall condition in these countries,
especially in the least developed among them, is becoming a source of qreat concern.

In order to reverse the deteriorating economic situation and ensure sustained
development, developing countries have resorted to what we may :;2fer as the
orthodox structural adjustment progqrammes, But these have not hélped arrest
economic decline, larqely because the economic problems of developing countries are
deep-rooted and require mere than plaving around with monetary peolicies for their
effective resolution.

This has been obvious from the experience of existing structural adjustment
preqrammes. These programmes, relying on a combination of devaluation, trade
liberalization and deflation, have often failed to give sufficient attention to the
human dimension of development., After the Khartoum Conference there is now
universal agreement that countries on the brink of economic disinteqration cannot

possibly undertake a further cut in their social welfare budaets.
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In addition, the historically inherited and persistent structural cons traints
on developing countries, particularly the least developed countries, ®are only now
being fully appreciated. Such constraints are numerous and span a wide spectrum
ranqing frem a lack of physical infrastructure and market inteaqration to steady
environmental degradation, high and accelerating rates of population qrowth,
pitifully low levels of technolegy, and exceptionally narrow domesti:c markets,
These are exacerbated by the unfavourable external economic enviroament.

In the African reaion, the recoaqnition of these problems and the continued
exacerbation of economic conditions, even with the orthodox structural adjustment
programmes, have led us to search for an alternative conceptual framework for the
alleviation of our economic difficulties. This search has involved a lona process
of consultation, discussion and revision, which has finally resulted in the
unanimous adopticn of the African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment
Programmes (AAFSAP) by the joint meetings of Ministers of Planning and Finance of
the countries members of the Economic Commission for Africa in Addis Ababa last
April.

AAFSAP, taking its cue from the Lagos Plan of Action and the African Priority
Programme for Economic Recovery, and the lessons to be learned from a review of
current structural adjustment proqrammes, aims at evolving an alternative,

human~centred framework for adjustment with transformation. It should be noted

that the African alternative framework is above all a framework and not a blueprint.

for economic transformation, and will no doubt be enriched by qreater dialogue,
application and monitoring.

Of course, even before the finalization of AAFSAP many countries in Africa had
already begqun to think of appropriate development strateqies for the 1990s, In my
own country, despite the heavy burden on our meagre resources caused by a massive

influx of refugees, now totalling nearly 1 million, we have initiated a number of
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measures desiqned to ensure food self-sufficiency. These range from a detailed
national food and nutrition strateay to the more recent disaster pravention and
preparednese strateqy intended o provide, inter alia, an effective early warning
and food buffer-stocking capability. We have also been moving ahead with &
national population policy to place development on a sounder footing., Various new
economic programmes are also being implemented. The objective of the new economic
policy initiatives and directions is to encourage the private sector to invest in
agriculture, industry and services and the public sector to improve its management
and thereby raise the level of its efficiency.

Currently, we are also engaged in the formulation of a national conservation
strateqy aimed at stemming the rapid erosion of forest cover and the conseguent
decline in soil fertility. In addition, during the last two vears there have been
institutional chanqes in planning and administrative structures geared towards
greater decentralization of decision-making. By these means we hope to ensure that
the qreat ecological and cultural diversity of the country is taken fully into
account in the appropriate reqicnal plans.

No doubt this search for new development strateqies is under way in most
countries in Africa. The adoption of adjustment with transformation as outlined in
ARFSAP constitutes a further step towards the working-out of nationally led
programmes of economic transformation in the coming decade.

It is clear that for their part developing countries need to do whatever is
necessary and to exert maximum effort in order to remove the impediments td their
economic development. In the final analysis, each country is indeed responsible
for its own development. However, what we should not fail to appreciate is that a
favourable external environment is needed to unleash the potential of the

developing countries. Moreover, even in the best of ciicumtances, development
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will always be a Gifficult goal to achieve unless States are given the opportumity
to establish peace within their territories as well as within their respective
regions.

In this regard, I am happy to note here that the situation in our region has
improved markedly over the last year or so. As the normaliza tion of relations
between my country and Somalia pursuant to an agreement concluded bgtween the two
countries last year testifies, we have been exerting the maximum effort to create
the necessary conditions for the prevalence of peace and stability in our region,
We have also continued our effort with a view to establishing a firm basis for
constructive and friendly relations based on mutual trust and confidence between my
country and the Sudan.

Indeed, our commitment to peace has always been unreserved. There is no

better testimony to this than the fundamental and decisive steps that the People's -

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia continues to take in our own country. It would be
remiss of me, in this comnection, if I failed to express appreciation to the
international community fot the encouragement and support it has given to our
efforts to restore peace in our region and remove the obstacles to our economic
development.

It has become evident that issues requiring international co-operation have
started to proliferate. The problems of the environment, if not properly mznaged,
couid seriously affect the survival and viability of our planet. The scourge of
deug~-trafficking has assumed dangercus proportions, thus calling for urgent and
concerted international action. Hence, éttaining the goal of strengthening the
role and voice of the thited Mations in international affairs is a matter to vhich
the highest priority ought to be qiyen. Az a onuntry very clcsely associated with
the Organization since ité v_ér:y inceptiqn, we draw satisfaction from seeing the

United Mations becoming more effective in the discharge of its reponsibilities in
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the maintenance of international peace and security. It is our earnest hope that
the Organization will play an equally effective role in the quest for solutions to
the problems that affect international economic relations.

In this connection, my delegation looks forward to the convening of the
special session of the Gemeral Assembly devoted to international economic
co-operation and in particular to the revitalization of economic growth and
development in the developing countries, which is scheduled to take place in April
next year. We are confident that the special session will provide the necessary
impetus for removing the obstacles that have stalemated the Nozth-Scuth dialogue.

It goes without saying that as the tasks assigned to the United Nations expand
80 will its requirements for resources, if it is to be able to discharge its
responsibilities effectively. Thus, the financial standing of the Organization
ahould continue to be given the maxiium attention it deserves.

In concluding, I wish to reaffirm Ethiopia's continued commi tment to the
United Nations md our determination to contribute our share to all endeavours

designed to give the Organization a decisive voice in world affairs.
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Mr. GURINOVICH (Byelorussian Scoviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation

from Russian): Plzase accept, Sir, the congratulations of the delegation of the
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic on your election as President of the
forty-fourth seassion of the United Nations General Assembly.

We are most appreciative of the activities of the Secretary-General and share
the view he expressed in the report on the work of the Organization that:

“The United Nations needs to demonstrate its capacity to function as quardian

of the world's security.” (A/44/1, p. l1).

The United Nations emerged from the Second World War » which was unleashed by
fascism and militarism, whic'h took advantage of the lack of unity among
peace~loving forces and of the negative response of the European nations to the
Soviet proposals for collective action against the aggressor. Our people took up
arms to defend the goals and principles of international relations which were later
enshrined, with cur participation, in the United Nations Charter. The meubers of

the anti-Hitler coalition were fighting not only fc.:r their national intecests, but

also to bring freedom and independence to 20 many enslaved nations. We welcome the

statements made during the general debate about the inviclability of post-war
bordes in Burope.*

Pundanenta'll changes have taken place in the world represented in the United
Nations. These changes are moat profound and radical and signify the end of the
cold war and the dawning of an era of peace and mutual trust, the renunciation of
propagandist, »polemics and the initiation of a quest for specific bilateral and
multilateral action to resolve existing problens by political means, drawing upon

the prestige and potential of the United Nations.

» Mr. Sallah (Gambia), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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Clearly, the most important feature of these mul ti faceted changes is the fact
that they are not confined to narrow national interests of individual States. They
are global in scale and thus calil for a multilateral approach., Not only are these»
changes encouraging but they also call for a correct understanding of where they
are leading the world. In conditions of freedom of choice and of pluraliswm of
opinions based on the new political thinking, these changes also mean that we must
further outline joint measures to achieve demilitarization, derocratization and the
humanization of international contacts and tc establish the primacy of law in
relations among States.

Over the past few years, we have all had a difficult path to tread. Goné are
the days when people saw everythinq in terms of black and white; when evervone
believed that he alone was right; when socialism was made out to be the enemy
rather than a partner in world affairs; when suspicion ang mistrust repelled mitual
tolerance and the natural desire of nations to live in peace and friendship with
one another; when some would put forward proposals to strengthen peace and develop
co-operation while others would reject them; and without even attempting to
understand them; when universal human values were not taken into account. W%Without
wishing to continue this review of an unhappy past, for vhich there are still those
who remain nostalgic even today, I would point out that in our detailed, ocften
heated and at times disrespectful, discussions, we, after all, did succeed in
restoring and enriching, in United Nations resolutions and reccmmendations, the
meaning of such key notions as international peace and security, disarmament,
economic develcpment, co-operation, decolonization, social jus tice, human rights
and so forth,

But it is too early to rest on our laurels, All this should be embcdied in

mandatory international legal instruments. In this context the next decade, which
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will mark the end of the twentieth century and of the second millennium, will be
decisive in terms of whether mank ind succeeds in coping with new challenges and
vhether it will emerge victorious in the struggle for peace and well-being for
everyone on this planet,

We are preoccupied with the problems of eliminatina the threat of war,
bringing about disarmament, resolving reqional conflicts, eliminating the vestiqges
of colonialism, ensuring development, sccial proaress, observance of human richts,
and the preservation of an ecological balance. It is being increasingly recogaized
that these problems have a direct bearing on the level of security and the quality
of life of the peoples of the world.

It would appear that today everyone understands that the use of military
force, particularly nuclear force, with all its devastating consegquences, has run
its cour'se. It is also clear that there can be no just settiement of reqional
conflicts through the use of military force.

- The new level of this understanding has led to important conceptual
breakthroughs that have made it possible to conclude and implement the first ever
aqreement on the actual elimination of a portion of nuclear arsenals of éoviet angd
United States medium and shorter-range missiles. It has also made possible the
holding of substantive talks on a 50 per cent reduction in United States and Soviet
strategic offensive weapons. The initiation of the Vienna Talks on reductiocns in
armed forces and armaments in Europe is an important milestone in modern history.
what is important in this regard is that these endeavours are being conducted in a
multilateral regqional context.

Today it is important to make the current positive developments irreversible,
It is essential, not only strictly to comply with agreements reached or to conduct

negotiations in a spirit of good will with reqard for each other's interezts, but
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also not to take steps in a spirit and direction contrary to those developments,
not to try to circumvent existing aqreements on the elimination of weapons on the
pretext of "modernizing®™ or by building up arms in other cateqories, and not to
erect new, artificial barriers when parties to an agreement have already removed
earlier stumbling-blocks.

Steps must be taken to solve fundamental problems, namely, fundamental
military concepts. The ideas of nuclear deterrence is a blood clot in the artery of
nuclear disarmament. Wanting to keep nuclear weapons is like being high on drugs.
Like drugs that merely give the illusion of happiness while actually ruining one’'s
health, nuclear weapons offer only the illusion of security while in actual fact
they threaten universal annihilation.

Trust, predictability, multilateral agreement on the part of all nuclear
powers on measures to reduce the risk of the outbreak of nuclear war, reduction of
stockpiles of nuclear weapons and their verifiable elimination must replace the
policy of nuclear intimidation and so-called deterrence. What the world needs is
political and legal deterrence rather than nuclear deterrence.

Generally speaking, there are serious signs of mutual accommodation on the
part of various qroups of States in the field of disarmament. This is in larqge
part a direct result of the new political thinking. We welcome the recent Scviet
and United States agreements and the latest initiatives of the Soviet Union as set
forth in the statement by Eduard Shevardnadze, member of the Politburo of the
* Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union. Wwhile a number of differences exist, definite
progress towards a broad consensus on disarmament issues can be perceived in the

United Nations also.
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In considering disarmament problems in the United Mations, it would clearly be
helpful to foous on those areas in which the United sations, as a unique
multilateral forum, possesses appropriate practical capabilities. That could
include measures to prevent nuclear war. In particular, it would be advisable to
start work on the practical implementation of the propoeals, including those of the
Secretary-General, to establish a multilateral nuclear and military risk ceduction
centre and, ultimately, a system of centres that would include regional centres,

and the setting up of hot lines between the capitals of all nuclear Powers.
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The United Nations has the unique potential in yet another important field,
that of the non-proliferation of dangerous types of weapons, whether nuclear or
chemical, or missile technology, as well as in the area of banning the development
and production of new types and systems of weapons of mass destruction,

Work muét soon begin at the multilateral level on dafensive doctrines and the
corresponding structures of armed forces, as well as on the principle of reasonable
sufficiency for defence. This is really the right time for it. The imperative
need for such doctrines, structures and principles is recognized today by virtually
all, and, indeed, a number of socialist States have already taken major strides in
that direction. Now it is important to negotiate uniform understanding of their
essence, criteria and parameters. An appropriate means of starting such a
discussion could be negotiated at the General Assembly.

Current and forthcoming disarmament processes, including efforts to prevent
the extension of the arms race to outer space, as well as harsh economic realities
have made a practical issue out of one that until recently wmight have appeared to
be merely theoretical - namely, the issue of the conversion of military
industries. In this connection, too, multilateral endeavours would be helpful,
such as the preparation and presentation of national conversion plans and other
related measures provided for in the Programme of Action of the Conference on
Disarmament and Development, with an exchange of experience and theoretical studies
designed to maximize the benefits and minimize the costs and inconveniences
involved in the transition from an arms economy to a disarmament econofy.

The Byelorussian SSR has accumulated certain experience in this area. For.a
long time ncw our heavy industries, ineluding our defence industries, have been
turning out consumer goods with the idea of generating production equal in value to

the sums paid in salaries and wages.
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Thus military might is gradually ceasing to be the guarantee of security in
our diverse, changing and interdependent world. It is being replaced by the
concept of a comprehensive approach to the problems of international peace and
security in all areas of relations among States. In this connection, the Uhited
Nations should become a centre for a system of universal and equal security for
all. To that end new approaches are needed to bring about and maintain peace.
Most useful principles in this respect are contained jin the Charter. They should
be used to the full. To that end what is necessary is both a drastic overhaul and
long~term fundamental work on improving certain existing machinery that is ei ther
idling or has become rusty from infrequent use.

The role of the United Nations in resolving regional crises is grcwing. This
is a field in which United Nations mechinery has recently achieved major success
and made significant progress tcwards creating new confidence between States in the
potential of multilateral diplomacy, which in turn has justified talk of a kind of
United Nations renaissance. Although the ultimate goals have not yet been
achieved, in this context one can cite Afghanistan, Iran and Irag and Mamibiaj
efforts on the problems of the Middle East, South-East Asia, Central America,
Cyprus and Western Sahara; and the beginning of dialogue, initiated by the
Democratic People's Republic of Rorea, on a settlement in the Korean peninsula.

The United Nations peace-making role should be further developed in the years
to come. We should move from extinguishiné fires to detecting and preventing
them. 1In other words, we must gather and analyse information on regions of
conflict, send missions to the field, set up obgervation posts, prepare
recommendations to parties to conflicts,and where necessary conduct operations to
prevent military, political, economic, ecclogical, humanitarian or other
conflicts. All this means that we must make the work of the Security Council more

productive. There must be meetings at the ministerial level, and the
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Secretary-General must be more persistent in raising questions. In other words, we
are in favour of a transition from crisis diplomacy to preventive diplomacy that
will make it clear to everyone that there is no need to jump into the fire to
understand that it will be painful.

Itﬁ is time to establish the true primacy of law in international relations.
This means unconditional compliance with the Charter and obligations under other
leqal instruments. Furthermore, multilateral leqal institutions, vprimarily the
International Court of Justice, should start working to full capacity, and to that
end all States in turn should assume new obligations vis-h-vis the decisions of
such orqans. In this connection, I should like to inform the General Assembly that
this year the Byelorussian SSR has accepted the compulsory and bindinag jurisdiction
of the International Court of Justice with reqard to six human riqhts conventions
and has ratified additional protocols to the Geneva conventions relating to the
protection of victims of armed conflicts.

New developments and trends in national and world economies have recently been
clearly taking shape. Major structural changes are under way. The unipolar
pattern has given way to the multipolar system of economic centres., Greater
integration of socialist States into the world economy is also changing the
picture. The devastating debt burden of the developing countries, the chronic
instability of raw-material prices and the poverty of millions all call for our
closest attention., The issues of underdevelopment and migration are also qrowing
from a humanitariarrassistance problem intoc something entirely different: they are
becoming a catedory of universal security. The problems themselves are not new,
but it is their magnitude today that gives them a new dimenszion, which calls for a
fundamentally different response. It would appear that it is no longer acceptable

to tolerate a situation where the rich qrow richer at the expense of the poor, and
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where discrimination, or even diktat, continues to hold its position in
international economic relations. Such a situation has become a threat to qlecbal
security.

Finally, the gap between actual developments in th\e wor 1d economy and the
leqal requlation of that economy is becoming ever more strikina. It has even been
said that the economy is not subordinate to international law, and that,
regrettably, can become the case if we all fail jointly to alleviate the situation
in this field.

The Byelorussian SSR has an interest in this work since, from 1990, we shall
be switching over to a new economic environment based on self-management and
self-financing, in addition to developing and deepening our trade and economic ties
with foreign States and firms. In this connection, I should like to stress that as
a result of the vears of socialist construction the BRyelorussian SSR has become a
hichly developed and aqrarian State that provides its people with modern material

and other benefits,
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That has occurr.ed in spite of the fact that during the Second World War we
lost half of our national wealth and a quarter of our population, in spite of the
mistakes and aberrations of the past. All this proves the enormous potential
inherent in the socialist social system and the fraternal interaction of the
peoples of the USSR.

Perestroika and democratization of all aspects of social life now under way in
cur country will make possible the actual utilization, for the benefit of peoples
and individuals, of the enormous potential inherent in socialist production

relations.

The problem of universal security is aggravated by new environmental threatss
pollution of the atmosphere and water, the greenhouse effect, depletion of the
ozone layer, deforestation and desertification. Today all this calls for an urgent
review of many traditional views of the balance between the interests of individual
States and those of the community of natiéns. What we need is international
multilateral research into these problems. It would appear that the solution
should be sought in the advent of energy-saving and resource-saving,
envirmmmentally clea technologies and productioen which generate no waste, and in
switching over to renewable resocurces. In this connection, the pooling of our
nultilateral efforts is indispensable. The Fforthcoming conference on the
environment provides us with an appropriate opportunity to do that.

To the Byelorussian SSR, environmental issues have a specific feature of their
own, because of the need for clean-up operations following the accident at the
Chernobyl nuclear-power station. Immediately following the disaster we had to
resettle almost 25,000 pecple from the ocontaminated area to othez parts of the
Republic and build for them 10,000 apartments with the necessary infrastructure.
Today the territory contaminated at various levels gith radicnucleides exceeds

18 per cent of all arable land. Costs and losses resulting from setting up "no-go”
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zones and from resettlement have already reached about 2 billiocn roubles. We are
planning for further evacuation of lccal residents from contaminated areas. A
comprehensive 16-bilion-rouble programme is now being developed in our Republic for
1990 to 1995 to alleviate the consequences of the accident and provide for safe
living condi tions in the affected areas. Our own efforts to that end are being
backed by the substantial assistance we are receiving from other fra.tetnal peoples
of the Soviet Waion. A number of public organizations in our Republic have
appealed for help to our fellow countrymen and all people of good will abroad. A
translation of the text of that appeal is annexed to the text of my statement that
has been distributed to members.

We support the United Nations efforts to protect the environment, and also the
proposal for the establishment of a centre for urgent environmental assistance and
the drawing up of a United Nations programme to mitigate natural di.sastet»s and
prevent industrial accidents - that is to say, international co-operation in that
field, making use among other things of environment-monitoring satellites, In our
view, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) ghould be actively involved
in this effort.

We must all give the highest priority to the analysis of problems and
phenomena that are emerging in the world today =~ that is, we must recognize the
fundamental nature of those changes, identify new glcbal problems, and define new
areas for working together and reaching agreement on ways to bring about urgently
needed adjustments in our practical actions.

Taking into acoount existing differences of opinion an some global processes,
we believe that it is not at all necessary immediately to adopt a single consensus
view of the future in order to realize that ultimately it will be wise to prepare

for imminent change well in advance.
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Obv iously, the United Nations itself must change in response to new challenges
and difficulties. It cannot serve merely as a repository of unrealized ideas, It
should rather become a gqenerator of new ideas and blaze the trail of chan'qe. It is
particularly important now for organs of the United Nations system to fulfil their
function as a genuine collective intellect and a centre for harmonizinc the actions
of States.

President Gorbachev made a tangible contribution to a better understandina of
the new role of the United Nations in his speech to the General Assembly last
December, by offer ing a philcscphic rationale for the heightened importance of the
internationalization of efforts by States to ensure their common future in a glcbal
home, reqardless of their special features, ideologies or socio-political systems.

The United Nations has already proved capable of adapting to new conditionms.
In the current situation it is important not to fragment United Nations political,
intellectual and financial resocurces, but to concentrate them on main problem
areas, particularly those where this universal Organization has a particular
vantage point, expertise and the ability to formulate global tasks and build
consensus on the basis of a balance of interests and realism, so as to perform
thcse tasks in the interests of universal security and co-operation,

At the same time, we must all embark on a course of scrupulous compliance with
the binding decisions of the Security Council and, in our practical policies, take
into account consensus recommendations, while constantly seeking to expand their
scope, It would seem the time has come alsc to give thought to resolvinag a
situation where one or two delegations obstruct general agreement. 1In this
context, some important further steps could be taken, such as practical maeasures
to endow the United Nations with a preventive function, establishing a crisis early

warnina system, conferring upon the Organization powers to verify compliance with
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multilateral agreements and enhancing the effectiveness of the United Nations
principal organs, includina the Secretariat.

The new role of the United Nations would be best served if we eliminated
duplication of work and strengthened the co-ordination of activities of United
Nations specialized agencies in accomplishing qlobal, economic,
gscientific-technological and social tasks. It would also be useful to develop
machinery for United Nations interaction with regional interaovernmental bodiés and
international non-qovernmental orqanizations that deal with problems of universal

concern, and also with national public organizations.

The United Nations Associa_tion that has been created in the Byelorussian SSR
{ntends to be actively involved in the efforts of the world community to translate
into reality the noble purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter.

Attaching paramount importance to the activities within the United Nations
framework and to the further development of the World Campaign for Disarmament, we
intend to make a reqular voluntary contribution to that Fund.

The general debate now drawing to a close and the documents adopted at the
ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the non-aligned countries
demonstrate that virtually all United Nations Member States reéoqnize the need for
new approaches to the problems of mankind. We are convinced that the United
Nations has an important role to play in promoting that vision. The delegation of
the Byelorussian SSR is prepared to make its own contribution to the discussion of
relevant agenda items so that at this very session we may achieve qood results

which match the imperatives of our time,

The meetinag rose at 12.40 p.m,




