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The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. BABA (Malaysia): Allow me at the outset to congratulate you, Sir, on
your election as President of the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session.
You bring to the presidency unique qualities drawn from your distinguished record
both as a soldier and as a diplomat. We can rest assured that with your vast
exper ience and professional skill the deliberations of the General Assembly will be
guided to a successful conclusion.

I should like also to pay a tribute to His Excellency Mr. Dante M. Caputo, who
presided with great distinction over the many mestings of the active and eventful
forty-third session of the General Assembly.

To the Secretary-General we extend our deepest appreciation for his great
efforts and contributions in the cause of international peace and security and in
the promotion of international co-operation. We wish to assure him of our
continued support for all his endeavours,

It is a matter of great satisfation to me and my delegation that we are
gathered here at the United Nations this year in a more positive international
‘political environment conducive to strengthening the credibility and relevance of
the United Nations. The continuing détente between the two major Powers has helped
sustain the trend towar;is the relaxation of global tensions in many parts of the
world. It has led to increased political co-operation between them, particularly
in the important area of disarmament, and to their increased willingness to help

find solutions to regional conflicts.
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These positive trends, which began only a few years ago, have strengthened the

fabric of international diplomacy. They have injected a new confidence into the

diplomatic process, breathed new hopes and inspired a revitalized faith in the

United Nations as a vehicle and catalyst for positive global change. For the first

time since the birth of the United Nations we are presented with a unique
opportunity to reshape the structure of international relations to conform to the
clear desire of mankind for peace, stability, economic growth and prosperity.

Restored faith in the United Nations must be matched by tangible action. To
start with, that would necessarily entail our making available to it the financial
resources it requires to perform its functions, and our full commitment to live up
to our respective obligations to respect, uphold and advance the purposes and
principles of the United Nations Charter. It would also require renewing our faith
and comﬁnitment in advan‘cing the centrality of the United Nations in international
affairs vis-3-vis the exclusivist new organizations appearing in the international
arena. We must be imbued with the same spirit and vision that brought forth this
wor 1d Organization 44 years ago.

While being gratified at the generally positive international political
climate prevailing today, I cannot but voice my delegation's serious concern over
the state of affairs in the international economic arena. We find that despite the
efforts and clamour for change the present structure of international economic
relations remains outworn, outmoded and ill-suited to the demands of the times.
Instead of revamping the inequitable economic system, we now see a trend towards a
world even more divided between the haves of the North and the have-nots of the
South.

The inequitable and unjust pattern of international economic relations cannot

continue mich longer without adverse consequences for both the developed and the
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developing countries., This matter must be urgently addressed. The Uhited Mations
is best placed to be a catalyst in the promotion of a global dialogue in the
interest of ensuring a more stable, equitable and fair economic system. Iet us
find, during the proceedings at the forty-fourth session of the United Nations
General Assembly, thé still missing collective political will that will move us
forward towards attainment of the common gcod.

Allow me at this point to make a brief and general survey of the global
situation and to touch on some of the more pressing political, economic and social
issues confronting the international community that are of concern to all of us.

On the international political landscape, I regret to say that despite the
ongoing détente between the two super~Powers there remain many areas of unresolved
conflict and confrontation in the world. These must be addressed effectively in
our quest for a more stable world.

In the Middle East, the new beginnings of peace that were initiated through
the historic decisions of the Palestine National Council last November, as well as
those initiated by President Arafat during the last session of the General
Assembly, have been dashed by the continuing stubbornness of the Israelis. Israel
persists in its clear violations of the Geneva Convention Relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War despite the resolutions of the
General Assembly and the Security Council.

The heroic intifadah of the brave Palestinian people is a demonstration of
their unshakable faith and their determination to struggle for self-determination,
independence and nationhood. They have gained the sympathy and support of
virtually the entire international community. This is shown by the increased
international recognition of the State of Palestine. It has also led to increased

contacts with an ever wider circle of States, in particular the United States.
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The election plan proposed by Israel for the occupied Arab territories does
not address the fundamental questions regarding the right of the Palestinians to
exercise their self-determination. 2n occupying Power known mostly for its
repressive policies cannot expect to win the support of thcse it is oppressing to
legitimize this very oppression through the so-called elections.

My Government continues to believe that a durable, just and comprehensive
settlement of the Palestinian issue can only be achieved through the convening of
the International Peace Conference on the Middle East under the auspices of the
United Nations, on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and
338 (1973). In calling on all menbers of the international community to support
the efforts towards the early convening of that Conference my Government would give
a special responsibility and leadership role on this question to the permanent
members of the Security Council.

&nother important issue in the Middle East is that of Lebanon. We are
encouraged that, after years of armed conflict and the heavy toll of death and
destruction, Lebanon appears to be set on the path towards a new beginning, with
the cease-fire in place and the resumption of political dialogue between the
marties involved. The Arab League and its Tripartite Committee must be given due
credit for the welcome turn of events in Lebanon. Their efforts must continue to
receive our support and encouragement so that the recent progress in Lebanon could

be built upon to achieve durable peace and unity for the country.
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There must also be respect for the sovereignty, independence, and territorial
integrity of Iebanon, and Israel must withdraw from its so-called security zone in
southern Lebanon and stop its acts of aggression against its neighbour, in
compliance with Security Council resolutions.

It is a matter of great satisfaction to us all that we shall soon be welcoming
to our community of nations a new member, Mamibia, which, following the elections
to be held soon, will attain its independence after long and bitter years of
struggle. Malaysia is privileged to be contributing troops to the United Nations
Transition Assistance Group and to have presided over the Security Council during
its adoption of resolution 629 (1989), which, inter alia, set the date of
1 April 1989 for the implementation of the Namibia settlement plan.

The road to Namibian independence has not been an easy one, and problems
remain that require the continued attention and vigilance of the international
community, particularly of the Security Council. "l‘he international community must
continue to provide the Secretary-General with the support he needs to ensure the
full and effective implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978),
despi te the diffiéult circumstances. South African manoeuvres against Namibian
political parties, particularly the South West Africa People's Organization, must
cease. Conditions conducive to free and fair elections and to ensuring the safety
and security of all Namibians must be established in Namibia.

While we are happy at the prospect of Namibia's independence, we must express
our abhorrence of the continued existence of apartheid in South Africa. My
Government has stated time and again that apartheid cannot be reformed. It must be
totally eliminated. Apartheid is the most blatant and criminal form of racial
oppression and discrimination to be found anywhere today, and the Pretoria régime
must continue to be shunned and isolated by the international community.

Mandatory sanctions, including an effective oil embargo, must continue to be
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imposed. Pressure should continue to be applied on South Africa to bring about a
truly democratic political system based on the principles of self-determination,
majority rule, and universal suffrage.

Despite the conclusion of the Geneva Agreements in April 1988, Afghanistan is
still embroiled in a bloody conflict that is now in its ninth year, with no
prospects for peace in sight. An unpopular and unrepresentative régime that was
installed by force of foreign arms continues to cling to power in Kabul. That
régime should realize that peace and tranquillity in Afghanistan can only return
through the process of dialogue and the assumption of power by a popular,
broad-based Government.

On the Iran-Iraq situation, Malaysia is gratified that the cease-fire has kept
the precarious peace and spared precious lives over the past year. However, we
share the universal ooncern at the lack of progress towards the full implementation
of Security Council resolution 598 (1987), despite the best efforts of the Uni ted
Nations Secretary-General. As a fraternal Islamic nation, we hope and pray that
peace and tranquillity will be restored in the bilateral relations of those two
Iglamic nations. To that end, we urge the two sides to oontinue their dialogue
under the auspices of the Secretary-cenetal, so that an early and mutually
satisfactory settlements can be realized.

The situation in Cambodia remains a matter of intetnafior.al concern and
deserves the full consideration of the General Assembly. As a neighbouring State,
Malaysia Ais disappointed that a ocomprehensive political settlement, which is the
only way to bring about a durable peace in Cambodia, has not been achieved. The
principal components of a comprehensive political settlement have been clearly
spelled out by the General Asgembly. The total withdrawal of all foreign forces
should be an integral part of a comprehensive political settlement. The

announcemsnt by Viet Nam of its withdrawal from Cambodia cannot be regarded as
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credible unless it has been verified and supervised by an effective international
control mechanism. It remains Malaysia's conviction that only the United Nations
can provide the necessary expertise, authority, and resources to ensure the
deployment of an impartial and effective international control mechanism within the
framework of a comprehensive political settlement in Cambodia.

The sad state of affairs in Cambodia, resulting from foreign intervention and
occupation, has unfortuately remained. It will become even worse if a solution is
not found soon and if the parties concerned remain inflexible.

It is most essential that there be a quadripartite interim Government under
the leadership of Samdech Norodom Sihanouk in Cambodia, pending the holding of
internationally supervised free and fair elections. All sides must be willing to
compromise. The effortz that were undertaken at the Paris International Conference
must be followed up despite the impasse. The international community cannot accept
an intensification of cenflict, another blood-letting, or the prospect of renewed
tragedy and horror. The international community, taking up where it left off in
Paris, will not only need to urge the Cambodian factions to agree to an interim
sharing of power, but may have to undertake collective initiatives to allew for
such a necessary development.

It is imperative for the General Assembly to continue to press for a
camprehensive political settlement. The efforts of the members of the Association
of South-East Asian Nations and others during the session are directed towards that
objective. There must be effective guarantees to Cambodia's independence,
sovereignty, territorial integzjity, and neutral and non-alignéd status.

In the Korean peninsula, the desire for peaceful reunification enjoys the
support of the peoples of the two Korean entities. There have been modalities
proposed by both sides for such unification, and the discussiong between them

should contribute to the strengthening of peace and security in the peninsula and
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to the attainment of the final goals. Malaysia also pays close attention to any
interest in menbership in organizations, on the principle of univer sality.

The unsettled situation in Central America also demands the international
community's attention. Malaysia welcomes the initiatives of the five Central
American Presidents, including the latest, the Tela Declaration, and the joint plan
adopted in Honduras in August this year. It is our hope that all parties and
countries concerned will give their close and full co-operation in the

implementation of those vital decisions.
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Antarctica presents the international commmnity with a welcome opportunity to
accomplish muitilateral o-operation of a truly universal character in pursuit of
the common good of all mankind. We continue to believe that, on the basis of
dialogue and clear appreciation of the collective responsibility for the protection
and preservation of this pristine continent, we can arrive at an understanding
which can meet the interests of all parties.

It must therefore be a matter of disappointment for all of us that we have not
fully used the opportunities during the last seven years to advance our common
cause despite the categorical and repeated affirmation by those that are not
parties to the Treaty of their commitment to take into account all aspects
pertaining to all areas covered by the treaty system.

In our view, this global common, because of its unique characteristics and its
significant impact on the world climate and ecosystem, must be accorded every
protection against the harmful effects of man's activities, especially the
exploitation of its resources. 1In this connection the banning of prospecting and
mining and the requlation of other activities related to the exploration and uses
of Antarctica are key elements in the development of an international protection
régime for Antarctica, that would make this last frontier a world wilderness
preser ve.

On the issue of disarmament, obviously the signing of the Treaty on the
Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - the INF Treaty -
between the United States and the Soviet Union was an important breakthrough. It
provided for the elimination of an entire class of nuclear missiles from the
arsenals of the two super-Powers for the first time in history. In hailing this
outstanding achievement Malaysia urges the two super-Powers to press ahead with
their negotiations for a S0 per cent reduction of their strategic nuclear weapons

80 as to pave the way for the ultimate elimination of the nuclear threat.
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Unfortunately, this more positive phase in super-Power relations has not
contributed much to the multilateral disarmament process. Indeed, except for some
progress in the negotiations on a chemical weapons convention at the Conference on
Disarmament in Geneva, there has been very little progress on other issues on its
agenda. We would urge the parties concerned fully to exploit the potential of
multilateral negotiations, particularly the Conference on Disarmament, in order to
expedite the realization of a global comprehensive programme of disarmament.

Malaysia believes that comprehensive nuclear disarmament can be realized only
if there is agreement on a comprehensive test ban. We therefore hold the view that
a nuclear test-ban treaty is an indispensable step towards nuclear disarmament. At
the same time, such a tr=aty would help preserve the relevance and validity of the
Non-Proliferation Treaty. In the absence of progress in the negotiations on a
canprehensive test ban, Malaysia supports the initiative of the group of six
non-aligned countries towards the convening of a conference to transform the 1963
partial test-ban Treaty into a comprehensive test-ban treaty.

My Government also believes that on the priority issue of providing "negative
gsecurity assurances" to non-nuclear-weapon States, pending the total elimination of
nuclear weapons, there should be legally binding undertakings by the nuclear-weapon

States not to use or threaten to use nuclear weapons against non-nucl ear-weapon

States.

Malaysia is deeply concerned at the increasing use of chemical weapons in
regimal conflicts. We are, however, encouraged by the tangible progress made in
the negotiations in the Tonference on Disarmament in preparing a comprehensive
chemical weaprns convention. We detest the use of such weapons and therefore

welcome the reaffirmation of the validity of the 1925 Geneva Protocol on chemical
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weapons by the Paris Conference on chemical weapons held in January this year.
Malaysia welcomes the proposal made recently by President George Bush of the United
States pertaining to the destruction of chemical-weapon stocks. We are equally
happy over the favourable response of the Foreign Minister of the Soviet Union to
the proposal. There is a clear prospect to go further, and these steps would need
to be taken by both the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
to banish for ever the use of such inhumane weapons of mass destruction.

On other disarmament issues, my Govermment believes that given the rapid
advances in space technology and the increasing threat of the misuse of ocuter
space, there is an uragent need for a comprehensive régime requlating the use of
outer space by the international community. It alsc believes that great efforts
should be made at both the international and the regional levels for a limitation
and regulation of the conventional arms race, including those at sea. Malaysia
continues to support the creation of zones of peace and nuclear-weapon-free zones
in various parts of the world and remains committed to the establishment of a zone
of peace, freedem and neutrality in South-East Asia.

On the international economic front, very few encouraging steps have been
taken to achieve the stated goals of multilateralism, interdependence and mutual
co-operation. Unfortunately, at a time when the world is on the threshold of a new
century ~ vwhich is indeed the Gawn of a new millennium - inequities and injustices
still remain in international economic relations. The aspirations of millions in
the developing countries for better living standards and a more decent way of life
remain unfulfilled. The depressed econcmic conditions arising from, inter alia,
low growth rates, external indebtedness and deteriorating terms of trade in many

developing countries, coupled with serious social stagnation, will only lead %o a
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poli tical upheaval to the detriment of their societies and peoples, and in some
instances threaten the survival of nations.

It shoul? be noted that the struggle of the developing countries to find a
better place in the international economic arena has become much more difficult and
painful in the face of certain trends in the developed world. The developing
countries cannot . .d should not be marginalized in any new economic¢ environment
brought about by the new situation. They must be allowed to benefit from emerging
developments such as the process of integration of the industrialized economies of
Western Europe into a single market within the European Econcmic Community. The
large industrialized nations, which strike trade and financial deals among
themselves, must ensure that they do not place an extra burden upon others to
compete for market access and financial resources, The decisions they m~ke must
also take into consideration the interests of others, particularly among the

developing countries.
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It is in the context of finding ways and means to ensure the harmonization of the
‘nterests of all that the United Nations should be given the appropriate role as a
forum and organizatioan for facilitating the resolution cf various internatiomal
economic and social problems.,

The United Natiors can be a useful forum for addressing the various issues,
including memey, finance, debt, trade and development, with a view to bringing
about a fair and equitable trading environment, harnessing the faull development
potentials of the world and encouraging economic growth and social progress
world-wide. Malaysia attaches great importance to the principles of an open
international trading system and increased trade liberalization, which will be
meaningless if trends towards unilateralism and protectionism are encouraged.

Malaysia is heartened that serious efforts have been undertaken at the thited
Nations to examine the question of the revitalization of economic growth and
development of the developing countries, and to deliberate upon the question of an
international development strategy. The developing countries have very high
expectations of these two important events. Malaysia intends to participate
actively during the deliberations and we call for commitment on the part of
countries at the highest level.

In this age of industrialization and high technology, the environment becomes
a matter of concern to everyone. It must be emphasized that the maintenance of a
safe environment is not the sole prerogative of those living in the developed
countries. Regrettably, there are many self-appointed guardians of the world's
environment, in the developed countries, who think that they can make the world a
mich safer place to live in if trees were not cut down in the tropical rain forests
or if people in the developing countries were to shun modern industrial activities

and amenities and simply carry on with their traditional ways of life. In their
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enthusiasm to criticize others, they tend to downplay the problems of acid rain in

expansion.

Malaysia believes that on an important qu:stion such as the environment, again
there should be shared responsibility. Constraints cannot be imposed on the
development process in the developing countries because of fear of degradation of
the environment. Just as the developed countries are trying to cope with their own
environmental probiems, the developing countries are conscicus of the need to
maintain and preserve their own environment while coping with, inter alia, poverty.
hunger, social depression and, in many cases, recurrent natural disasters. It
would be most unfair if the people of the develrping countries were required to
stifle their own creativity and developmment because of mistakes made earlier in the

developed countries. Malaysia believes that the Uhited Mations could be a very

useful forum in bringing about a clearer understanding of the world's environmental l
problems. Work in the Uhited Nations system should be encouraged in this regard.

More than a decade ago the Malaysian Government declared that drug abuse and
illicit trafficking were not just a social problem. More importait, to us they are 1
issues of national security. We continue to regard them as such. We are happy 1
that many others now share our perception. We call upon all countries to address
the drug problem seriocusly, not only within their own borders, but also to enter
into concerted and determined efforts to work towards an effzctive international
response to the problem by every means possible. |
The time has come for the international community to address the questicn

related to the serious problems and limitations of national Governments in dealing

|
|
|
|
effectively with assaults by the drug empire. The United Nations, with its i
|
|
|
|
J
|
|
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enhanced credibility and authority, should be able to be the central authority for
determining the necessary international response in such areas as law enforcement
and interdiction. My Government would support efforts to consider collectively an
international authority for the United Nations that would, at the request of
nations under challenge, be able to take the necessary steps.

Another matter of pressing concern relates to the global refugee problem,
which is further complicated by its interrelationship with political, economic,
social and ideological issues. Fortunately, there have been positive developments
recently. The international Conference on Central American Refugees held in
Guatemala City in May this year marked an important step in identifying new
solutions to the problem of refugees, returnees and displaced persons in the
region. Similarly, the international Conference on Indo~Chinese Re fugees held in
Geneva in June this year forged a new international consensus on the problem of
these refugees, particularly those from Viet Nam and laos. The unanimous adoption
of a comprehensive plan of action by the Conference in Geneva demonstrated the
collective will of the participants to find a lasting solution to this
long-standing problem. It is our hope that the Governments concerned will be able
to translate the various commitments achieved at the Conference into reality as
soon as possible.

Malaysia is also concerned at the exodus of people from Bulgaria into Turkey
and would urge the Governments of those two neighbouring countries to enter into
meaningful negotiations with a view to reaching an early and amicable solution to
this humanitarian problem.

The General Assembly has a full agenda before it at this session. There is a
whole array of issues of serious concern to the international community. Many of

the issues are not new to us, having been dealt with in this bedy over the years.
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It is my hope that at this forty-fourth session the General Assembly will he able
to achieve consensus on many of these issues. It is also my hope that resolutions
will not just remain resolutions to be ritually debated and adopted year in and
year out, without contributing to any tangible improvement of the human condition.
Let us strive together to galvanize international action towards greater and more
fruitful global co-operation. Te this end my delegation pledges its fullest
co-operation with you, Mr. President, and with other national delegations in

ensuring a successful and productive outcome of our deliberations.
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Mr. AZIZ (Irag) (interpretation from Arabic): Allow me to congratulate
you, Sir, on your election as President of the General Assembly at its forty -four th
session, and to wish you success in presiding over this session. The ties that
exist between Iraq and Nigeria are those of friendship and mitual esteem, and this
is an added incentive for us to co-operate with you for the success of the session
and the achievement of the noble aims and purposes of the Uhited Mationms.

I would also iike to avail myself of this opportunity to express our
appreciation for the efforts put forth by your predecessor, Mr. Caputo, for the
guccess of the General Assembly's work last year.

Iraq firmly believes in the role of the United Nations as an indispensable
international organization for the maintenance of international peace and security
and the consolidation of friendly relations among nations on the basis of equality,
mutual respect, the realization of international co-operation in all fields, and
the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,
particularly the right of pesoples to self-determination.

A few weeks ago, the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the
non-aligned countries renewed the commitment of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries to its role and responsibility in regard to the maintenance of peace and
the consolidation of co-operation with a view to the development and prosperity in
all countries. The Conference also emphasized the role of the Wnited Nations in
the establishment of peace and the settlement of international conflicts through
dialogue and in conformity with the principles of juwstice.

The United Nations has been deeply concerned at the war that Iran launched
against Iraq and persisted in waging for eight whole years. The General Assembly
and the Sewurity Council have adopted many resolutions calling for an end to the

hostilities and for the settlement of the conflict on the basis of the nited
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Nations Charter and international law - resolutions that were accepted by Irag but
rejected by Iran. The most recent of these was resolution 598 (1987), which was
accepted by Iraq immediately after its adoption, but which Iran refused to comply
with for a whole year, until it declared its acceptance of it in circumstances well
knowr to the international community. It was under the auspices of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations that the agreement of 8 Auqust 1988 was
reached, providing the basis for the cease-fire that came into effect on

20 Mugust 1988. That agreement also established the mechanism for reaching a
comnon wnderstanding of the provisions of resolution 598 (1987) and of the
procedures and timing for their implementation through direct talks to be conducted
between the two parties under the auspices of the Secretary-General.

It is regrettable, however, that last year, during which several meetings were
held between the two sides wnder the adspices of the Secretary-General, did not
witness the holding of genuine direct talks that would achieve the objective
envisaged in resolution 598 (1987) and the agreement of 8 August 1988 namely, the
establishment of a comprehensive and lasting peace between Iraq and Iran and in the
Arab Gulf region. The Iranian side resorted to turning the said meetings into an
arena for polemics and propaganda and insisted upon its well-known selective
approach, stressing the aspects in which it saw its own ‘mterésts, while showing no
real willingness to enter into a serious discussion of the other issues that would
strike a balance and ensure the common interests of the two parties. We have every
right to be suspicious of this approach, which is aimed at achieving Iranian gqains,
in the absence of a comprehensive lasting peace, while perpetuating a
no-peace-no~war situation to which no end appears to be in sight.

Irag cautions the international community against this dangerous approach, on

which Iran has so far insisted. Iraq cannot accept any partial measures or plans




ajize A/44/PV. 20
) 28

Mr. Aziz, Iraq)

that serve the Iranian scheme of perpetuating the state of no war and no peace.
This stance is shared by all the oountries of the region in view of the negative
consequences of this situation for security and stability in the region.
Throughout this past year we have taken care to give Iran ample opportunities,
encouraging it to take the road to peace. We took the initiative in calling for
the release of the sick and wounded prisoners of war and announcing our readiness
to conduct an immediate and comprehensive exchange of such prisoners in accordance
with the Geneva Conventions. We demobilized more than 200,000 men from the Iragi
armed ‘;:forces between 18 October 1988 and 30 June 19893 we stopped enlistment in the
People's Army as of 19 June 1989, disbanded a whole army corps of our land forces
and, only a few days ago, decided to disband five divisions of our land forces.

Az regards reconstruction and development, we have rebuilt and rehabilitated
the two valiant cities of Basrah and Fao, despite the fact that they remain within
the range of Iranian quns and artillery.

Iraq was, and remains, desirous of establishing in good faith a comprehensive
and lasting peace with Iran un the basis of Security Coucil resolution
598 (1987). It reaffirms the respect which it has demonstrated without questicon
throughout the years of the conflict, for the principles and norms upon which our
international Organization was founded: peace, respect for the sovereignty and
independence of peoples, rejection of the policies of hegemony and interference in
the internal affairs of others, and respect for the territorial integrity of
States, together with their legitimate rights corroborated by the rules and
precedents of international law.

The step required now, after more than a year of inaction for which Iran bears

full responsibility, is to go back to the table of direct negotiations under the
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auspices of the Secretary-General and in accordance with the agreement of

8 Augqust 1988 and to work seriously and sincerely on the implementation of

resolution 598 (1987) as a comprehensive peace plan ensuring security, stability

and good neighbour liness between the two countries and in the region on a permanent

basis, under the auspices of the United NMations and with United MNations guaratees.
\ Iran's selective attitudes, along with its resort to manoceuvring and

extor tionist tactics, have prolonged the suffering of more than 100,000 Iraqi and

Iranian prisoners of war and have increased the pain of their families, who had

found hope in the cease-fire.

Paragraph 3 of resolution 598 (1987), which cites article 118 of the Third
Geneva Convention of 1949, obligates the two sides, in an unequivocal manner, to
release the prisoners of war without delay after the cessation of active
hostilities. Iran refuses to begin implementing this obligation, however, claiming
that active hostilities have not ceased as yet. This constitutes a dangerous
precedent. No similar case has ever occurred throughout the history of the United
Nations or during the period preceding its founding. The Iranian stand, with the
refusal to release the prisoners of war after the cease-fire, is contrary to the
legal and realistic definition of the cessation of active hostilities confirmed by
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in its note of 31 March 1989,

addressed tc both Iraq and Iran, and in particular, to paragraph 2 of that note.
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This Iranian stand vis-3-vis the issue of prisoners of war is concrete
evidence of bad intent, of disrespect for the rules of international law, and of
disregard for the values prevailing in the international community. The United
Nations must shoulder its legal and humanitarian responsibilities and address this
tragedy by bringing Iran to respect humanitarian international law and renounce the
policy of holding people hostage for political ends, a policy that Iran is
well-known to have been practising systematically.

We welcome the attention recently given by the Security Council to this issue
and hope that the Council's concern will bring Iran to comply with the provisions
of international 1aw and respond to cur appeal 2nd that of the ICRC for an
immediate release of all prisoners of war, so as to put an end to their bitter
suffering.

The Israeli occupation of the land of Palestine continues to date, in
contravention of the will of the international community. The Israeli forces of
occupation continue to launch one military campaign after another, using violence
and terrorism against the the valiant popular Palestiniaq inti fadah, which is about
to enter its third year.

The resolutions adopted by the General 2Assembly during its Geneva meeting in
January 1988 on the Palestine question reaffirm the fact that the majority of the
countries of the world stand by the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

The Palestine Liberation Organization has taken a number of courageous
initiatives to reaffirm its commitment to international legality and to the
resolutions of the Security Council.

The continuation of the Israeli occupation, the refusal to accept the glaring
and certain fact that the Palestine Liberation Organization is the sole and

legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, and the denial of the
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Palestinian people's inalienable right to self-determination and to establish its
own independent State with Al-Quds as its capital, constiiute a threat to security
and peace in the region and in the world at large.

Those who persist in occupation and deny the Palestine Liberation Organization
its role in representing its people are simply expressing an attitude that is
aggressive, reactionary, and contrary to the course of history and to the values
upon which this Organization as well as our contemporary international iife are
based. These are the pesople who are primarily responsible for the pain suffered by
the people of our region and for the state of instability, tension and terror that
persists there. The whole world is aware of the aggressive nature of the Zionist
régime and of its policies of invasion and occupation of the land of Palestine, and
other contiguous countries, including Lebanon, as was deomonstrated by its
impertinent aggression acainst Irag in June 198l1. The Zionist régime has tried and
continues to try to be the biggest military Power in the region. It possesses and
stores nuclear and chemical weapons in order to perpetuate its occupation of the
land of Palestine and imposes its domination wwer all the oountries of the region.

The whole world is also well aware of the grave violations, by the Zionist
régime, of human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories, violations that
are now documented in soumd and picture in the daily news reports as well as in the
official reports of the United Nations and many other international and regional
organizations. Responsibility dictates that the Members of the United MNations, in
particular the members of the Security Council, implement the provisiong of the
Charter applicable to such situations to deter the forces of occupation from
perpetrating these crimes and that they bring to an end the Israeli occupation and

aggression.
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The United States of America is responsible in great measure for the
continuation of the policy of occupation, arrogance and terrorism pursued by the
Zionist régime, for it is the United States that continues to provide this régime
with arms and political cover.

The United States is called upon to change this policy, which it has followed
for several decades now, and deal with the free will of the Palestinian people and
the Palestine Liberation Organization, its sole and legitimate representative; to
recognize without reservation or prevarication the rights of the Arab Palestinian
people to the establishment of their independent State, and te shoulder its
responsibilities by exercising pressure on the occupiers in order to bring them to
comply with the international will to end the occupation and to ensure the just and
legitimate rights of the Arab Palestinian people,

The tragedy suffered by the lebanese people is now entering its fourteenth
year amidst further destruction, killing and devastation resul ting from the
continuation of occupation and external interference in the internal affairs of
Lebanon.

Iraq condemns the Israeli military occupation of south Lebanon. It condemns
also the Syrian and Iranian occupation of Iebanon. Iraq sees that no solution can
be found to the Lebanese crisis but by terminating this occupation, putting an end
to external interference Ain Lebanese internal affaire, and creating a suitable
climate of freedom for the Lebanese people to sgettle their internal problems and
achieve national reconciliation through dialogue. We support the efforts made by
the League of Arab States, represented by the Arab Tripartite Committee, to resolve
the Lebanese crisis in accordance with the resclutions of the Casablanca summit,
ensure the withdrawal of non-Lebanese forces and help the Lebanese reach national
reconciliation, formulate a new system based on justice and fairness and enable the

Lebanese State to exercise its full sovereignty over the whole lLebanon.

by Dag ammarsd Ly |
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Iraq has always stood by the right of peoples to self-determination and
extended material and moral support for the achievement of this objective. Today
we are about to witness the declaration of Namibija's independence in accordance
with the United Nations plan for the independence of Namibia which was initiated on
1 April 1989 on the basis of Security Council resolutions 435 (1978) and 640 (1989).

We call upon the Secretary=-General te take the measures stated in the
Declaration on Namibia, issued by the ninth summit conference of the Movement of
Non~Aligned Countries, with a view to ensuring the ridhts of the Namibian people to
self~determination and naticnal independence.

Our world is undergoing broad economic changes affecting the course of
international economic relations. Scientific and technological developments have
deepened the cultural and economic gap between the developing and the developed
countries. We note with concern the increase in the disparities between the
countries of the developing world and those of the developed world. The sharp
decline in the prices of basic commodities and raw materials and the fall in crude
oil prices have, for years now; been causing huge lcsses in the revenues of the
developing countries and thus causing a grave deterioration in their economic
situation, a stagnation in their development programmes and a fall in the standard
of living of their peoples.

We agree that there is a need to extend assistance to the developing countries
in their efforts to resume the process of restructuring their economies and

diversifying their exports in order to ensure sufficient funds with which to

continue their development operations.
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Economic co-operation among the developing coumtries deserves the highest
consideration and offers the only possibility before us. The establishment of the
Arab Co-operation Council is a practical step towards the positive use of regional
groupings for achievement of the objective of collective self-reliance among the
countries of those groupings. We regard economic co-operatior hetween those
developing countries and the developed ones as an essential element in an
interrelated and integrated woild in which we would all strive for the good of
mank ind as a whole.

We look forward to engaging in a serious dialogue at the special session of
the General Assembly to be held in 1990, which will be devoted to international
economic co-operation and to the revitalization of economic growth and development
in the developing countries.

The external debt problem of the developing countries and the servicing of
debts are among the gr‘avest problems facing all coumtries in the wr~-ld, creditor
and debtor alike. The sums involved amount to one half of the gross national
products of the developing countries, thus representing a real cbstacle to the
continued implementation of their programmes of economic and social development. A
reascnable ad equitable solution must, therefore, be found %o this problem if we
are to ensure better relations among States and a better life for their peoples.

The resolution adopted at the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government
of the Non-Aligned Countries calling for the convening of a conference under the
auspices of the United Nations to consider all aspects of the external debt
problem, in a manner consistent with the requirements of development, will perhaps
provide a suitable opportunity to reach acceptable solutions to this problem, which

causes constant erosion of all economic gains and human efforts.
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The other source of concern for mankind is the continued detericration of the
environment and the climate on this planet. Waile we consider protection of the
environment to be @ integral part of the requirements for development, we
emphasize that this problem must be addressed in a comprehensive multilateral
manner that will take account of all the aspacts and adopt measures necessary for
warding off the risks of an environmental disaster that our world might b: exposed
to. Consideration should be given to the development pr iori ties of the duveloping
oountries and to respect for the principle of their sovereign control over their
natural resources.

In conclusion, I wish to restate our willingness to co-operate with the
President for the success of our work during this session.

Mr. MKAPA (United Republic of Tanzania): My delegation congratulates
You, Sir, on your election to the presidency of the General Assembly at its
forty-fourth session. You bring to this office a wealth of experience and

diplomatic skill which assures us of your ability to guide the proceedings of this

session to a successful conclusion. Your election is also a fitting tribute to
your great country, Nigeria, with which Tanzania en joys excellent relations, and to
the role Nigeria Plays in the furtherance of African aspirations in pursuance of
international peace and security, understanding =d co-operation. My delegation is
therefore happy to see you preside over the Assenbly and it is with pleasure that I
pPledge my delegation's co-operation in the discharge of the respongibili ties which
the Assembly has placed on you,

Your predecessor, Mr. Dante Caputo, presided over the deliberations of the
Assembly at its forty-third session with exemplary skill, dedication and
steadfastness. I wish to record my appreciation of his work and to extend to him

my best wishes in his future under tak ings.
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The Secretary-General of the United Mations, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, has
continued to serve this noble Organization with untiring efforts and unswesrving
dedication. I wish to pay a special tribute to him. His duties are both daunting
and challenging, but over the years we have come to expact of him both perseverance
and wisdom as he undertakes difficult missions and pursues delicate negotiations.
Tanzania renews its oft-stated support for the Secretary-General and for the United
Nations. This Organization remains the hope of mankind and its survival. Its
universality provides us with a forum in which we fashion a common purpose, chart a
common path and co-operate for the benefit of our common interests.

Last month saw the fiftiech anniversary of the outbreak of the Second World
War, the devastating effects of whith are unparalleled in the history of mankind.
Today our world is still suffering from the effects of that war. For this reason
the search for world peace continues to be pressing. It must transcend national
borders, race, colour and ideology. But peace and oppression are mutually
exclusive for there cannot be peace where there is oppression. Everywhere - in
Burope, the Mmericas, the Middle East, Asia and Africa ~ oppression of whatever
kind must be condemned and it must be ended.

The worst manifestation of oppressiorn in the world today is the system of
apartheid practised by the Pretoria régime. Just as nazism, 50 years ago, denied
the humanity of its victims because of their race, so today apartheid, that evil
system of institutionalized racism, denies the humanity of the majority of the
people of South Africa because of the colour of their skin. In recent years
apartheid has taken on a new dimension, manifested in acts of aggression and
destabilization of South Africa‘’s neighbours. Each time the international
community brought pressure to bear on South Africa because of its apartheid

policies, the régime has come out with diversionary tactics aimed at misleading the
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international community into believing that meaningful changes were being
undectaken. At present, South Africa has put forward a so~called programme to end
apartheid. In fact, ro fundamental and genuine reforms are envisaged. The
international community must recognize that these are the same old tricks that the
régime has used in the past to wacd off international pressure.

We must not be deceived. The change in the State President in South Africa
does not represent a change in policy. As one leader of the oppressed black people
of South Africa has warned, what has happened is that what the racists have done is
to get a more competent navigator for the ship of apartheid; but that ship
maintains its direction.

The world does not have to look far to prove this. As late as last Friday,
the South African Government hanged an activist of the African Mational Congress,
Geoffrey Boesman Mangena, in blatant defiance of appeals for clemency from a body
of no less stature than this Assembly. Wwhat further evidence do we need o prove
that apartheid is not about to be reformed, rather that it is on the march? The
international community must intensify its pressure on the Pretoria régime with a
view to abolishing apartheid.

Africa has stated its position with regard to the opening of negotiations for
a peaceful solution of the South African crisis through the Harare Declaration.
The pre-conditions that would be an earnest of serious intent by the apartheid
régime include the lifting of the state of emergencys the release of political
prisoners, particularly Nelson Mandelaj; a halt to political executions and
detentionsy the withdrawal of the army from the townshipss the removal of the ban
on political partiess; and the return of all political exiles without hindrance.

The new Government in South Africa has not stated unambiguously to the world

that it will abolish apartheid and work towards the creation of a united,
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democratic, non-racial South Africa. Nejither is it ready for a meaningful dialogue
with the true representatives of the oppressed people of South Africa. thtil those
condi tions are fulfilled, pressure on the apartheid régime must be stepped up, not
relaxed. Tanzania shall continue to press for the imposition on the Pretoria

régime of comprehensive, maadatory sanctions under Chapter VII of the United

Nations Charter.
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Elsewhere in southern Africa, the Pretoria rdgime continues to offer mterial
and political support to dissident and bandit groups fighting lawful Governments.
In Angola the support given to UNITA by South Africa and the United States
Administration is completely unjustified and reprehensible; it makes it impossible

to attain a quick and honourable internal reconciliation in Angola. In Mozambique,

the Pretoria régime has not ceased its support to the RENAMO bandits, who continue
to commit massacres and destroy infrastructure and property. Tanzania calls upon
the international community to condemn these acts of destabilization by the

Pretor ia régime which have led to the loss of thousands of lives and billions of

dollars in property in the front-line States and other neighbouring countries. The

international community cannot afford to remain indi fferent to these heinous crimes
commi tted by the Pretoria régime. For apartheid is a crime against humanity and
the war against it shouid be global and universal.

Six months have passed since the commencement of the implementation of the
United Nations plan for Namibian independenca in accordance with Security Council
resolution 435 (1978). On 7 Novenber 1989 the people of Namibia will be taking
part, for the first time, in what are hoped will be democratic elections under
thited Nations supervision. We are sericusly concerned over the implementation of

[y

the plan in view of South Africa's continued@ flagrant violation of the provis ions

of the plan. We are perturbed by the electoral procedures adopted by the South
African Administrator-General which allowed the registration, as voters, of South
Africans and other non-Namibians. We are further concerned over the proposed
electoral law, which lacks the provision for secrecy in the ballot box. We call on
the Secretary-General to ensure that the forthcoming elections in Ramibia are
indeed free and fair, so as to produce a government that truly represents the

wishes of the majority of the Namibian people.
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In other conflicts on the African continent, efforts to bring about peace
continue. Tanzania supports the role played by the United Nations in conjunction
with the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in the search for a resolution of the
Western Sahara problem. The meeting in Marrakesh between His Majesty
King Hassan II and a delegation from the POLISARID Front was a positive step
towards the establishment of a dialogue between the parties. We regret very much
that projected further meetings have not taken place and we express the hope that
the dialogue will expeditiously resume. Meanwhile, we support the efforts of the
Secretary-General in trying to arrange for the holding of a referendum so as to
ensure that the Sahraocui people enjoy self-determination and independence in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV).

The continued Israeli occupation of Palestinian and other Arab territories,
including parts of southern Lebanon, is unacceptable. This occupation is in
defiance of General Assembly and Security Council resolutions. The massacres,
brutal arrests, detentions, deportations and kidnappings perpetrated by Israel
against the Palestinian people should be condemed by the international con:hunity.

History has shown that there can never be oppression without resistance. The
tenacious and hercic struggle of the Palestinians - the intifadah - has
demonstrated the unparalleled will of an oppressed people to fight for their
freedom. We applaud the Palestinian people for their resolve while deploring
Israeli Government intransigence in ignoring internatiomal public opiﬁicn. We call
upoh the Security Council to convene without delay the International Conference on
the Middle East, under the auspices of the United Nations, in ordét to chart out a
comprehensive settlement of the Middle East crisis. The permanent n'\embers 6£ Q;.he

Security Council should participate fully in the Conference, which must of
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necessity involve all the parties concerned, including the State of Palestine. We
call on Israel to give peace a chance by agreeing to participate in the Conference.

The situation in the Gulf is less tense now than a few years back but Security
Council resolution 598 (1987) has not been fully implemented. We urge the parties

concerned to co-operate with the Secretary~General so that the cease-fire can be

strengthened as the foundation for a lasting peace. Meanwhile, we should continue
to support the United Nations Iran-Iraq Military CObserver Group as it discharges
its very heavy responsibilities.

The question of (yprus has remained on the agenda of the Assembly for many
year. It is now 15 years since part of the Republic of Cyprus was occupied by an
external Power, resulting in the separation of families, the exodus of refugees and
the wanton destruction of property. Tanzania supports the Secretary-General in his
endeavours to promote a just solution to the problem of Cyprus. We call upon the
Purkish and Greek communities to show restrlaint. We reiterate our solidarity with
the people and Government of Cyprus in their efforts to preserve the independence,
sovereignty and unity of their Republic.

Although foreign troops have withdrawn from Afghanistan, peace has not been
restored to that country. The Geneva Agreements, meant to usher in peace, have not
been respected by some of the parties concerned and external interference has
hindered genuine national reconciliation and reconstruction. The people of
Afghanistan yearn for peace, and we call upon all the parties to the Geneva
Agreements to facilitate an early and comprehensive political settlement in
Afghanistan.

Tension still lingers on in the Korean peninsula. The will and determination
of the Korean people for remification under a formula agreed upon by both the

North and thé South should be respected and not interfered with. The withdrawal of
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foreign troops from the area will pave the way for a peaceful transition to the
reunification of Korea.

We welcome the withdrawal of Viéman:ese troops from Camhodia and hail the
Jakarta Informal Meetings, which have centributed significmtly to the search for a
comprehensive solution to the problem. The Paris Conference, which was held in
agust, was a commendable step towards the achievement of naticnal reconciliation
and unity. We urge the different factions to the conflict, with the assistance of
the Association of South-East Asian Mations, to continue in their search for a
peaceful settlement in Cambodia and the establishment of peace, freedom ang
neutrality in the countries of the regiom.

The situation in Central America, if not checked, could adversely affec” the
relaxation of tension in the international poli tical arena, Foreign interference
and foreign military intefvention. support for subversion and the application of
ecaomic blockades have plunged the region into turmoil and wndermined the
sustained diplomatic efforts by the countries in the region to solve their own
probleme through dialogue. Tanzania supports the peace agreements concluded by
Central American countries and reiterates that peace, development and democracy in
Central America should be based on respect for the independence and
self-determination of countries and peoples and non~interference in the internal
affairs of States. In particular, we urge the cessation of all hostile acts
against Nicaragua.

We have withessed a relaxation in world tension as a result of the

rapprochement between the super-Powers, as highlighted by the signing of the Treaty

on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles -~ the INF
Treaty - in December 1987. We commend the super-Powers for their courage and for

their realization that world peace was not served by continued, implacable,
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confrontatioal hostility towards each other. Yet this rapprochement , vital and

welcome as it is, has not advanced sufficiently the prospect of a stable world
peace. The arsenals of both conventional and nuclear weapons remain at alarming
levels and we are confronted with more refined and deadly weapons. Tanzania wishes
to see a definite movement in the process of nuclear disarmament negotiations. The
necessity of adopting measures for achieving nuclear disarmament, with the ultimate
goal of eliminating all nuclear weapons, cannot be overemphasized. We therefore
call for an immediate ban on nuclear testing. Although bilateral negotiations by
the super-Powers are vital, Tanzania believes that the thited Mations should play a
central role in the field of disarmament. All men everywhere yearn for peace and
their fate cannot be left exclusively in the hads of a few coumntries, even though
they be the most powerful.

Of late the international community has accorded the issues of the environment
their rightful significance. For many years ma has abused his environment through
the depletion of the ozone layer, deforestation and the dumping of toxic and other
hazardous wastes which now threaten the very survival of mankind. It is
encouraging to see that the world is awakening and joining hands in unison in the
search for a solutiocn to this common threat to our common interest of survival. My
country supports, and will positively contribute to, international efforts and
co-operatian in preserving our envircnment.

For universal peace and security to be realized there has to be corresponding

econcmic and social development. 1In the early 1970s the developing comtries

alerted the world community to the monumental deficiencies of the existing global,
economic ad financial system, which does not benefit the econcmies of the
developing countries. The dangers and seriousness of the situation were manifested

by the breakdown of the Bretton Woods Agreement n the monetary and financial
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system and the ever-widening gap in economic growth and development between the
developed and the developing countries. The latter then called upon the
international community for a change in the world economic arrangement. This body
was quick to respond to that call and since then the General Assembly has
persistently adopted resolutions calling for the establishment of a new
international economic order. Regrettably, these resolutions have not been taken

up for implementation.
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The need to establish a new economic system of this kind is more urgent today
than it was 20 years ago. For the developing countries, the 1970s and the 1%80s
are lost decades for development. However, the world eccnomy is changing: today,
no single country can c¢laim economic dominance over others. Therefore, a fair and
just international economic system is for the mutual benefit of the developed and
the developing countries. It is only through such an economic system that today's
pressing global economic problems can be adequately redressed.

The economic prceblems that have plagued the developing countries during the
1a$t decade need special attention. Some were caused by natural disasters such as
floods and drought, which in turn caused hunger and famine. Others were man-made,
such as the debt crisis, and have caused severe economic strains on the developing
countries. The resultant lopsided international economic relationship between the
developed and the developing countries has thus caused international mmetary
instability and unpredictable world markets for the commodi ties of the developing
countries. With this world economic trend of the 1980s there was a net transfer of
resources from the developing countries through debt servicing and high interest
rates. There has also been an enormous reduction of financial flows from the
developed countries to the developing countries, so that few developed countries
have been able to reach the 0.7 per cent of gross national product target for
official development assistance. Moreover, the 1980s have seen a further
deterioration in terms of trade, and falling prices for the primary commodities of
the developing countries in world markets,

In addressing these problems, developing countries have initiated several
measures. For its part, Africa, under the auspices of the Organization of african
Unity (OAU), established the lagos Plan of Action for the development of the

continent from 1980 to 2000. 1In addition, it responded to its severe economic
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situation by adopting the African Priority Programme for Economic Recovery. This
was later incorporated in the United Nations Programme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development. These efforts have not succeeded in alleviating
the economic problems of Africa for the simple reason that the current economic
system does not create a conducive economic climate for the reconstruction of
environmentally sound and sustainable economies for the developing countries. This

situvation if further exacerbated by the tardiness displayed by the developed

countries with regard to support for the United Mations Programme of Action. My
delegation hopes that the plan and aspirations set forth in that Programme, which
is schediled to end next year, will be carried forward until all of its objectives
are achieved, including the finding of a permanent solution to the external debt

| crisis., Also, we make a vigourous appeal to the international community to support
‘ the holding of an international conference on African indebtedness.

My delegation is deeply concerned with the explosive nature of the external
debt crisis. However, my country wishes to pay a tribute tc all those countries
which have taken up positive relief measures such as cancelling some or all of the
debts owed them by certain third world comntries as a response to the existing
realities. These short-term solutions, welcome as they are, must be followed by
long~term radical changes in the system, which will lead to a new economic system,
a system which will ensure fair and predictable prices in the world market for
primary commodities from the developing countries, fair terms of trade and adeguate
resource flows to these countries. My delegation thus welcomes the entry into
force this year of the Common Fund for Commodities under the auspices of the United
Nations and hopes the the Fund will boost the efforts of the primary commodi ty

producers and exporters. We call upon all Member States to give strong support to
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the Fund to enable it to discharge its functions with great efficiency and
effectiveness.

We have followed closely current negotiations on trade and development in the
ongoing Uruguay Round, which is approaching its end. We are greatly concerned that
these negotiations should not ignore the trading needs of the developing countries,
in particular the elimination of the overt and covert protectionism practised by
some of the developed countries against products from the third world countries.
The outcome of the Uruguay Round chould not lock developing countries into a new,
more unjust world trading system. Further concerted efforts are needed to solve
the world's inherent economic problems. The positive economic trends in the
developed countries cannot be sustained for long if the economies of the developing
comtries continue to experience negative trends, nor is it fair for the economies
of the developed countries to continue enjoying healthy growth at the expense of
the poor economies of the third werld countries.

In the same spirit, my delegation welcomes the holding in 2pril 1990 of the
special session of the General Assembly devoted to international co-operation,
particularly in respect of the revitalization of economic growth and develqpment in
the developing countries, and calls upon Member States to adopt, by consensus, the
proposed new international development strategy for the 1990s, which should address
the current global ecocnomic problems.

The thawing of relations between the great Powers must be deployed positively
to assist, among other things, the social, economic and political development of
third world countries. This is an auspicious and historic period, for, if the big
nations of the world so wish, the world can be a better and more prosperous place

to live in, not just for a few nations, but for all of us.
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We are now confronted with a host of new-generation problems, including the
threat to the environment, international terrorism and the menace of drugs.
Countries of the world have all risen up against the curse of drugs and drug
abuse. 7This realization of a common threat to mankind and future generations is a
posi tive one, and My comtry readily joins hads with all those nations resolved to
put an end to this terrible phenomenon.

The threat to life and pProperty posed by the incidence of individual and
State-sponsored terrorism remains. My comtry cendemns every form of terrorism,
whether State-sanctioned or otherwise.

The maintenance of a stable international Political order demands respect for
the rule of international law. Gnee universally accepted, cbservance of
international law cannot depend on whim, for it is one of the corner-stones of
international security and a fundamental safeguard against interference by Member

States in each other's internal affairs.

We should continue aiding international organizations and agencies which give
assistance to refugees and victims of natural disasters. My contry and the entire
African continent knows the agony that these people go through. I ask that this
Organization should continue to give prominence to the work of the High
Commissioner for Refugees so that those without hope can find hope again, so that
the homeless can build homes again, and so that the needy can be assured of a
helping hand.

In conclusion, let me under line my country's satisfaction at the thawing of
relations between the two Super—-Powers and the consequent redaction in tension
among nations. My hope is that this positive climate will produce more than

handshakes and self-cmgratulatory speeches. We must ensure that we reach a just

and equitable econcmic order which will be conducive to rapid and sustained
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economic growth in third world comtries, for without ecoomic development there is
little hope for sustained ipternational peace and security. To secure
international peace and security is the overriding purpose of the United Mations.
I renew Tanzania's commitment to the purposes and objectives of the United Nations

and its agencies and Tanzania's support for their work, work upon which rests the

promise of a stable future for the community of nations.*

* Mr. Iohia (Papua New Guinea), Vice~President, took the Chair.
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Mr. RAO (India) (spoke in Hindij English text furnished by the
delegation): My delegation warmly welcomes the assumption by AMmbassador Garba of
the stewardship of the forty-fourth session of the General Asserbly. He is an
eminent personality and distinguished representative of a country with which we
have the friendliest of relations. We ae confident that, with his well-known
diplomtic skill and experience, the deliberations of this session of the Assembly
will be both fruitful and purposive.

I should like to pay tribute to my friend Mr. Dante Caputo for the outstanding
leadership he provided for the forty-third session of the Assembly.

1989 has heen a year of consolidation of the much-enhanced role of the United
Nations in internatiomal affairs. “The Organization has had its peace-keeping or
obser vation teams in almost all the troubled regions of the worid, and everywhere
they have been creditably discharging their functions. The critical contribution
of the lhited Nations peace-keeping in the world was recognzied by the well-merited
award last year of the Nobel Peace Prize to the United Nations peace-keeping forces.

We adnire the sure touch, assurance and promptness with which the
Secretary-General, Mc. Perez de Cuellar, has been discharging the anercus &ad
growing responsibilities now being entrusted to the United Nations. In this he has
displayed guiet competence and a remarkable insight into the Crganization's great
potentialities as well as its limitations.

The Secretary-General referred in his report to "the renewal of confidsnce in
multilateralism" (A/44/1, p. 3). Today multilateralism is no longer an ideal; it
has become a necessity. Its ultimate validity has been driven home by the threat
posed to human survival by the nuclear-arms race, the degradation of the
environwent and other non-military threats to security, such as poverty,
under development, over-population and inequality, both within and among nations.

Multilateralism today has to deal with a new generation of problems. We have
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to cope with the rapid changes in the pattern of productiem, consumption and trade
brought about by the tachnological revolution. We have to give direction to the
new integrationist trends in the world economy, with a view to optimising their
benefits. We have to evolve new rules, regulations and régimes to cope with new
problems and opportinities in the fields of trade, manufactures, services,
environment and science and technology.

The United Mations, as a linchpin of this multilateralism, must be
strengthened. This is the only organization which is gldbal in scope, universal in
membership and mandated by a treaty in the form of the Charter. Iindia welcomes the
renewed confidence in the United Nations on the part of the major Powers.

Renewal of confidence in multilateralism cannot be partial or selective; it
has to be total and all-embracing. It is unfortunate that, whereas the United
Mations is now able to assert its rightful role in the political field, it is still
not regarded by the major economic Powers as an appropriate forum for serious
negotiations on eccnomic issues. My delegation sincerely hopes that this imbalance
will soon be redressed. The ongoing process of the formulation of an international
development strategy for the 12905 and the for thcoming special session of the
General Assembly devoted to international economic co-operation provide an
excellent opportuity for it.

On the thited Nations lies the onerous responsibility of bringing to the
Namibian people their long~awaited independence, for wvhich they have wmdergme SO
much suffer ing and made such heroic sacrifices. The process is well under way.

The United Nations Transition Assistance Group, wunder the guidance of the
Secretary~General, has so far done a creditable job under trying conditions.
Hewever, the path to Namibian independence is still strewn with many obstacles. To
ensure the conduct of free and fair elections, great vigilance and caution need to

be exercised, particularly by the Security Cowncil. The lacunae and dis tor tions
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in tha election process should be identified and speedily removed. After the
elections the Constituent Assembly should have the swereign and unfettered right
to frame the country's Constitution. The Uhited Mations must ensure that there is
nc set-back to the process now under way and that the outcome of the elections
truly reflects the wishes, hopes and aspirations of the Namibian people.

While Namibia's independence will signify the end of the South African
régime's illegal occupation of that country, the citadel of apartheid in South
Africa itself will still remain intact. Claims are being made that the racial
atmesphere in South Africa is wdergoing change. The world is, however, watching
carefully to see the gquality, extent and pace of the change that the South African
régime is willing to bring about. BApartheid cannot be reformed; it has to be
totally dismantied. There is no half-way house to restoring human dignity and
protecting human rights. The South African régime must demonstrate its willingness
to negotiate unconditionally with the genuine representatives of the people of
South Africa. In order to create a suitable climate for negotiatiom, it should
release Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners, lift restrictions on
political organizations and end the state of emergency. It must also show a desire
to deal with the front-line States without intimidation and on the basis of
equality and the principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter.

The forty-third session of the General Assembly closed on a note of optimism
o the Palestinian question. The bold and courageous initiative of
President Arafat and the initiation of the United States-Palestine ILiberation
Organization dialogue had created a positive climate. However, the situation still
remains deadlocked. The intifadah, the unarmed Palestinian struggle, continues
amidst increasing repressiom.

There can be no durable peace in West Asia without a just and comprehensive

gsettlement, based on the realization by the Palestinian people of their inalienable
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right to self-determinaticon and the recognition of the rights of all States in the
region, including Palestine and Israel, to live in peace and security within
internationally recognized borders. We are convinced that for this purpose the
hited Nations-gponsored International Peace Conference needs to be convened
urgently.

The long civil strife in Lebanon has fractured the country's constitutional,
political and economic framework. The success of the latest effort of the
high-level Cormittee of the Arab Leagque in br in~ging about a cease-fire is a glimmer
of hope m the horizon. We hope that the current political dialogue will lead to
national reconciliation and that peace and stability will soon return to Iebanon.

Two manths ago the Conference convened in Paris raised hopes for the future of
Cambodia. Significant progress was made at the Conference on many elements of the
overall package. However, differences persisted among the Cambodian factions
some of the basic issues, resulting in the Canference's anding without making any
breakthrough. The completion of the withdrawal of the Vietnamese troops from
Cambodia is a major, positive develcpment. For further progress now it is
necessary to adpt a balanced approach that takes into accownt the reality
prevailing in Cambodia and the security and other interests of the countries of the
region, and that provides for the cessation of all foreign int‘erfere\ce and
intervention in the internal affairs of Cambodia, so that the pecple of Cambodia
can exercise their right to determine their own destiny. -It is equally important
to ensure at all costs that Cambodia is prevented from becoming once again the
victim of the wmiversally candemned genocidal policies and practices of the Pol Pot
régime. The danger of the recurrence of fighting in Cambodia, of which the first
signs are already visible, must be arrested. For this purpose, there is an

imperative need for the cessation of arms supplies to all Cambodian factions.
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India is concerned at the blood-bath in Afghanistan, which has cotinued even
after the Soviet Union completed the withdrawal of its troops on schedule. We call
once again upon all parties to observe strictly and implement the Geneva accords in
letter and spirit, to give up the futile search for a military solution and to come
to the negotiating table for a political solution. Those who are trying to resolve
the question by military means are only prolonging the agony of the people of
Afghanistan. President Najibullah recently made a series of far-reaching propesals
for national reconciliation which in our opinion deserve serious consideration.

India has maintained traditionally close relations with both Iran and Iraq.

We are therefore dismayed at the lack of progress in translating the cease-fire
agreed upon last year between the two coumtries into a durable peace. My
delegation supports the Secretary-General in his efforts to secure the
implementation of Security Council resolution 598 (1987) and help resolve the
vexatious issues between the two countries.

We are encouraged by the optimistic note struck by the Secretary-General
regarding the prospects for resolving the long-standing problem in Cyprus on the
basis of the sovereignty, wunity and territorial integrity of that country. We urge
him to redouble his efforts so as to take full advantage of the present propitious
climte.

We are happy at the prospect of peace in Central AMmerica and the role the
United Nations has been called upon to play in that process. The leaders of five
Central American countries and the parties directly involved in the problems
besetting Central America deserve our compliments for their statesmanship and
foresight. We wish them success in implementing the Esquipulas process and the

Tela agreement in their collective bid to restore peace.
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In the Korean peninsula, which unhappily remains divided, there is an
overvhelming sentiment in favour of peace, reconciliation and dialogue. India
supports all efforts aimed at the peaceful reunification of Korea. In conformity
with the principle of universality, India supports the aspirations of the Korean
people to contribute actively towards the realization of the purposes and
principles of the United Mations through representation in this world body.

The international community should oppose racial discrimination wherever it is
practiced. In Fiji efforts to institutionalize racial discrimination are
continuing with hardly any resistance from the international community. The report
of the Constitution Inquiry Advisory Committee does very little to eliminate the
racially discriminatory character of the draft constitution. As the Foreign
Minister of New Zealand has pointed out, "the Committee has failed to question the
ser ious departure from fundamental democratic principles™. We hope better sense
will prevail before it is too late.

In Myanmar, the situation remains unstable as a result of the continuing
repression of the democratic aspirations of the people. We sincerely hope the
Burmese authorities will respond to the urging of their people for freedom and
democracy and work with them to bring the present tensions to an end.

The recent breakthrough on some crucial aspects of the negotiations in the
framework of the Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START) has come as a welcome
relief and has brightened hopes of an early conclusion of the negotiations. It is
essential that the agreement be clinched without further loss of momentum.

In the meantime, the arms race moves apace without any sign of a let-up.
Muclear-weapong testing goes on unchecked, and so does the search for new systems

and technologies and the modernization of existing weapon systems. The continued
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testing of nuclear particle beams, stealth bombers, smart weapons and new nmissiles
is hardly going to inspire confidence in the world at large, much less among the
interlocutors themselves. Those developments tend to confirm our basic
apprehensions regarding the qualitative arms race, as clearly referred to by the
Secretary-General in his report. Hence India's proposal for monitoring scientific
and technological developments which have a bearing on international security.

There can be no meaningful progress either in nuclear disarmament or in
achieving nuclear non-proliferation in the true sense of the term unless the
doctrines of nuclear deterrence which underpin the present nuclear-arms race are
discarded. 1In our view, that is at the root of the present dithering.

It was in view of those considerations that at the third special session of
the General Assembly devoted to disarmament Prime Minister Raiiv Gandhi presented
India's action plan for the total elimination of nuclear weapons by the year 2010.
I call once again upon all countries, particularly the nuclear-weapon States, to
initiate the necessary multilateral negotiations with the overall aim of moving
towards a nuclear-weapon-free and non-violent world.

For the past several years, the international commmity has been pressing for
a comprehensive chemical-weapons convention. The agreement recently reached
between the United States and the Soviet Union, and the statements made last week
in this Assembly by President Bush and Foreign Minister Shevardnadze, will no doubt
facilitate an early conclusion of such a convention. We hope that all outstanding
issues will be resolved and a chemical-weapons convention signed during 1990.

With the positive prospect of disarmament there is now a real opportinity to
release resocurces from the military sector for development purposes. Even if such

rescurces are utilized for development in the countries involved in the process of
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disarmament, it will bring some benefit to the world economy. However, a uvonscious
effort must be made to ensure that part of those resources go where they are most
needed: to the developing coumntries. Appropriate institutional arrangements
should be made within the United Nations for giving concrete shape to the link
between disarmament and development so that the present opportunities are harnessed
in the direction of global peace and security.

In recent years the world has witnessed a cancerous growth of terrorism at all
levels. India supports all measures that would discourage terrorist acts,
particularly the taking of innocent men and women as hostages. The recent
international awareness against this menace must be translated into concrete
actions to curb terrorism.

Since the General Assembly last met there has been an encouraging expansion in
world trade and output. However, the external environment for the development of
developing countries continues to remain unfavourable. Official development
assistance has been stagnating in real terms well below the internationally-agreed
target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product. Other financial flows,
particularly commercial flows, virtually dried up in the latter half of the 1980s.
Commodi ty prices, in real terms, remained at the lowest levels reached in the past

50 years.
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Protectionism continues to constrain developing countries in their efforts to
increase their exports. Decisions on global economic issues that affect developing
countries continue to be taken in forums which exclude them.

Many developing countries are carrying out structural adjustments in their
economies, as part of their effort to interact more closely with the mainstream of
the world economy. This task can be performed in the context of a much more open,
co-operative and growing world economy. The major challenge is to weork out a
package of policies which should ensure the return of the world economy to higher
growth conditions shared by all groups of coumntries.

It is essential for this purpose to revitalize the north-south dialogue on the
basis of mutuality of interest. Hence the Presidents of Egypt, Venezuela and
Senegal and the Prime Minister of India took the initiative, in Paris in July this
year, to call for the commencement of a process of summit-level consuitations among
developed and developing countries on global economic and environmental issues.
Some major industrialized countries, such as France and Canada, have already
responded positively to this initiative. We hope for a positive response from
others.

The debt prcblem is shackling the growth of the heavily indebted countries. A
welcome development in this regard is that various plans have been mooted and in a
few cases, notably Mexico, elaborate packages involving cancellation or reduction
of debts, have been negotiated. However, the level of resources required for these
plans to make a real dent on the problems of indebtedness, while putting their
economies back on the path of growth, are not forthcoming. Md the
condi tionalities attached are far too onerous.

The debt problem threatens to engulf even those developing countries vhich,

despite severe difficulties, have 30 far managed their debts and balance-of-
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payments accounts well. In most of these countries, the debt-gross national
product ratio has increased rapidly. This has coincided with a decline in real
terms in concessimnal flows of resources which has pushed these countries towards
higher commercial borrowings. This, in turn, has aggravated their already serious
debt-servicing burden. Any comprehensive solution to the debt problem should
include a set of anticipatory measures to prevent this category of developing
countries from falling into the debt trap, by increasing the flow of development
finance, particularly concessional rescurces, to themi.

The Uruguay Round of trade negotiations provides an excellent opportunity to
the international community to address itself to the asymmetries and distortions in
the international trading system and to take measures for preserving and
strengthening it. We are, however, concerned over the emerging imbalances in the
negotiations because of the inadequate priority being given to the areas of special
interest to developing countries and the growing pressures on these oountries to
undertake new obligations. In the new areas, the developmental, technological and
public-interest needs of the developing countries should be taken fully into
consideration. High priority should be given to the removal cf barriers to the
transfer of technology to these countries, and to the elimination of restrictive
business practices followed by transnational corporations. Specific measures
shculd be provided for the promotion of service industries of importance to
developing countries.

There is, unfortunately, a tendency in some major industrialized countries to
forcé their will on trading partners and to adopt unilateral coercive means to
penetrate their markets in the name of liberalization. Such measures are unjust
and irrational. They are hardly conducive tc the success of a major multilateral

undertaking like the Uruguay Round.
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The new centres of economic power are becoming the focal peoints for regional
integration efforts. But we are concerned that this new economic regionalism may
lead to the vivisection of the world economic system. Answers to our present-day
complex economic problems do not lie in the narrow havens of regionally integrated
markets but in a larger harbour of truly multilateral exchanges and interactions.

Collective self-reliance through scuth-south co-operation constitutes a
principal plank of the platform of the non-aligned and other developing countries.
Unfortunately, progress in this field has so far lagged behind expectations. A
more determined effort backed by pelitical will at the highest level is reguired.
We look forward to the recommendations of the South Commission on this important
subject.

Drug abuse and illicit trafficking in drugs have become the scourge of the
present~day world. Hardly any comtry is immune from it. It is imperative,
consequently, that the entire international community co-operate in the urgent task
of combating this menace. In this connection, I welcome the proposal made by the
distinguished President of Colombia calling for a special session of the General
Assembly to deal with the drug probiem.

Environmental issues have recently surged to the forefront of international
concern. This is one of the major items on the General Assembly's agenda and, as
we prepare for the world conference on environment and development proposed to be
held in 1992, India strongly supports a comprehensive multilateral approach to
solving the environmental problems.

Environmental issues are closely related to development and they cannot be
viewed in isolation. In *he first World Conference on Environment and Development
held in Stockholm in 1972, the then Prime Minister of India,

Shrimati Indira Gandhi, had driven home the crucial link between economic
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development and the protsction of the environment by characterizing poverty as the
greatest pollutant.

Here in the General Assembly, environment has been an area of consensus, a
uni fying concern. We hope it will remain so. This can happen only if the
legitimate concerns of the developing countries are addressed adequately in any
global endeavour to tackle environmental problems. International measures to deal
with these problems should not attempt to freeze development and progress at the
present unequzl level.

Since the process of development in developed countries has led to the present
environmental predicament, these countries have the major responsibility for taking
corrective action, apart from the fact that they have also the wherewithal, both
finanéial and technological, for this. Unfortunately, the tendency recently has
been to rely on requlatory measures which do not fully take into account the
existing asymmetries in the level of industrialization and modernization of the
developed and developing countries. From the point of view of the developing
countries, suppor tive measures that enable them to protect the environment without
compromising their development needs and priorities are of greater importance.

Turning to the practical aspect of the question, the proposal of the Prime
Minister of India, Shri Rajiv Gandhi, made at the Ninth Summit Conference of the
Non-Aligned Countries held in Belgrade in September, for the creation of a Plaet

Protection Fund (PPF), has received wide attention and support.
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We are particularly encouraged by the support extended to the PPF by President
Vassiliou of yprus and by Prime Minister Brundtland of Norway. The proposal
envisages a fund to which ali cowmntries, developed and developing, will cantribute,
eXcept the least developed countries. The fund will be used to protect the
environment by developing and pPurchasing conserva tion-compa tible technologies in
critical areas that can then be brought into the public domain for the benefit of
both developed and developing comtries. In our view, the creation of such a Fund

is a sine qua nen for arriving at a global compact for combatting environmental

degradation., I hope the General Assembly will be able to lend its support to that
proposal.

As I speak here in My capacity as representative of India, my mind inevitably
gces to a date next month, 14 November. It was o that day, 100 years ago, in
1889, that a great Indian was born. His name was Jawaharlal Nehru. He was born in
riches, but sacrificed his all to join the struggle for India's freedom. In 1947,
when India became free, the mantle of leading independent India fell upon him.
Having seen the atroei ties and indignities heaped upon man by man, having imbibed
the lesson of truth and non-violence from his mentor Mahatma Gandhi, he emerged
with a vision for India ang for the world that was different from comventiamal
wisdom. He spoke of tl.e superiority of moral force over military force. He spoke
of non-alignment against bloc politics, He spoke of one world even as the world
itself was being pulled asunder.

In the beginning, his was a lone voice. But soon, his association with Tito,

Nasser and many other leaders led to the birth of the Nen-Aligned Movement. Today ,

associate themselves with it. Jawaharlal Nehru brought to the Non-Aligned Movement

the age-old message of peace -~ a precious heritage of all the great civilizations
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of the world. It was that message of peace that resomded at the ninth Summit of
the Non-Aligned Movement, which happened to coincide with the centenary of Nehru's
birth. Let me conclude with the message of peace that Nehru gave to the Assembly
33 years ago. He said:

"I have no doubt that ail the pecples of the world are passicnately
desirous of peace. I doubt if there are ay people anywhere who desire war.
Certainly the common man all over the world desires peace passionately. If
that is so, why should we not follow the path of peace? Why should we be led
away by fears, apprehensions, hatred and violence?"

Mr. BARON (Dominica): I am privileged to be afforded this opportwunity to
congratulate Mr. Garba on his election to the office of President of the
forty-fourth session of the Uhited Mations General Assembly, secure in the
knowledge that his vast and varied experience will serve to ensure a fruitful and
censtructive session.

I would also like to express my delegation's appreciation and congratulations
to his predecessor,' Mr. Dante Caputo, for the able manner in which he presided over
the forty-third session of the General Assembly.

The Commonwealth of Dominica is a firm believer in the principles espoused and
the goals pursued by the United Nations and its subsidiary agencies. We have been
particularly hear tened by the significant role played by the United Nations in the
redaction of tension and the resolution of conflicts in the recent past. Foreign
troops have departed fram Afghanistan and Kampuchea, there is a cease-fire in the
Iran-Iraq war, and Preparations are under way for free elections in Namibia.

It now remains for the people of Afghanistan and Kampuchea to resolve their
internal conflicts and reach for that peace that has infortunately eluded them for

80 lang.
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The United Nations has been rediscovered, as it were, as a mediator, and that
bodes well for the future of the Organization and for peace in the world. It
demonstrates that this body can operate with some effectiveness once we abandon our
contentious attitude and discard the ideological blinders that so often deter
efforts to find solutions to the many problems confronting the international
community today.

My delegation wishes to commend the Sscretary-General and his staff for the
progress made towards free elections in Namibia and a foreseeable end to the
domination of that country by South Africa. The struggle for free expression by
all the peoples of southern Africa must, however, continue apace. We need not be
reminded that a minority régime continues to dominate and repress the black
majority in South Africa. We cannot take any comfort from the intimations of a
President whose authority is vaiidated by the evil that is apartheid and who, in
the service of the white minority, is bent on the preservation and perpetuation of
a system that is abhorrent to the civilized world. In the context of apartheid,
gradualiesm is unacceptable. As long as apartheid exists we cannot, as Members of
the United Nations, rest easy. That evil must be eradicated completely, and no
effort should be spared in that regard.

The Commonwealth of Dominica believes that only stringent, comprehensive and
effective measures by all nations will force the minority Government in South
Africa to heasd the call for peaceful change to a society of men and women of all
races freely participating in all facets of the affairs of their country.

The immediate lifting of restrictions on the press, the end of the state of
emergency, ad the release of Nelson Mandela and all other political prisoners
would be, in our view, the preliminary indications of the Pretoria régime's

inte. tion in good faith to bring about the peaceful change desired by all people of

good will.
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The extent of human rights abuses in various paris of the world is nothing
short of appalling. Members of the Organization, in keeping with the relevant
provisions of the Charter, have a duty to denounce any violation of human rights in
the strongest possible terms. BAdherence to and respect for the principles of the
Uhited Nations require every Member to speak up loudly against all human rights
abuses, whether it is the brutal repression and massacre of students peacefully
seeking democratic change in Asia or the indiscriminate killing of innocent women
and children in local conflicts in Africa, Central America or elsewhere. We nust
wntiringly work for a world where the fundamental rights of men and women
everywhere are protected against abuse from the State.

The Commonwealth of Dominica welcomes the new spirit of co-operation, openness
and frequent discussion between the Uhited States and the Soviet Union. The
improvement in super-Power relations and its attendant lessening of tension in the
world is an encouraging sign and we fervently hope the process, which has already
led to a better climate for international peace and security, will continue,
notwithstanding the immense obstacles posed by reactionary forces on both sides.
One of the benefits of the new understanding is the recently signed Treaty on the
Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter~Range Missiles - the INF Treaty - and
current propcsals for further education about the stockpile of nuclear weapous;
which is still unacceptably large, We dare to hope that one day the world will be
free of the fear of nuclear war, but that hope is tempered by the alarming
proliferation of nuclear weapons and technology.

The production and distribution of conventional weapons, ever increasing in
sophistication and destructiveness, continue to cause problems for regional
stabili.y. The appetite for those weapons grows daily, especially in cowmtries

strapped for resources to provide the basic economic and social needs of their
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people. At a time when common sense should dictate a reordering of priorities,
many nations irrationally opt for destruction rather than construction. B&as
lamentable as that policy éppears to be, there is little hope for its reversal as
long as the preservation of power by a few takes precedence over the utilization of
power for the good of the many.

At this time every year we make mention of the dangerous state of instability
in the Middle East. Division, mistrust and irrationality continue to fuel the
conflicts in that area. The international community looks on helplessly as the
State of Lebanon is destroyed. As we assemble here the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of that once flourishing nation are being violated by the presence of
foreign troops on its soil. 1Its capital city has been reduced to rubble by warring
factions. The people of Iebenoi'\ deserves a better fate.

Prospects for a solution to the Palestinian uprising in the West Bank ad Gaza
appear bleak because the underlying issues have not been adequately and seriously
addressed. Proclaiming the right of Israel to exist within secure bowndaries is
only half of an equation which also reguires recognition of the legitimate rights
of the Palestinian people to self-determination and to a homeland. The question is
forced upon us: does the international community lack the will, inclination or
purpose of spirit to endeavcour to find solutions to the problems of the Middle
East, and are we relegated to the task of adopting resolutions, or even to matters
like perennially querying the credentials of Israel, that prove meaningless to the
people in that region, whose lives are destroyed on a daily basis?

International terrorism continues to be a constant threat to the world and we
should recognize it in all its ugly disguises, so that we are the better able to
deal with it effectively., Acts of terrorism viclate the fundamental tenets of the

civilized wor1d community, threatening the democratic freedoms of all mankind. As
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Members of the United Nations we must band ourselves together to rid the world of
this evil, taking every practical measure to oonquer the terrorists no matter what
their ideological stand.

As with international terrorism, the scourge of illicit drugs must be of
immediate concern to all Members of this body. No hope for a halt in the trade in
illicit drugs can be. entertained unless a concerted international effort,
co~ordinated by the United Nationz, is undertaken. The prcoblem knows no bowndarys
it respects no ideology or power; it makes no distinction between rich and poor,
North and South, East and West. Its engine is driven by the prospect of the huge
fortunes capable of being amassed clandestinely and quickly. HNations which once
connived at the production of illegal drugs for export have belatedly discovered
the pain and misery of drug abuse among their own people.

The Commcnwealth of Dominica, like most Members of the Orgamization, has laws
strictly prohibiting the production, distribution and use of illegal drugs.
Pmishment is swift and certain. But small coumntries like ours cannot hope to
match the resources and organizational effort at the command of those engaged in
this unwholesome activity and, from all appearances, a solutim to the problem of
illicit drugs is beyond the capacity of even the most well-endowed communities
acting alme.

Universal in its destructive force, the illegal drug problem presents a unique
challenge to the world and an opportunity for co-operative action on an
unprecedented scale. As M;rlbers of the United Nations we must accept the
challenge, and for the sake of humanity we cannot fail to seize the opportunity
here and now.

Some matters which were of foremost iwJortance 44 years ago have, in some

instances, assumed less significance on the agenda, but essentially the thited
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Nations must still make every effort to ensure that we live in a better world. 2And
a better world encompasses a safe environment for all the inhabitants of this
earth, The United Nations involvement in the identification of environmental
problems and the search for soluticns is commendable, but nations must all do more,

both collectively and individually, tc protect the environment in which we live.
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Depending on the economics of the situation, the origin of the problem takes
different forms. Industrialized countries are confronted with huge amcunts of
deleterious waste resulting from the production of an expanding variety of goods
and services to meet the demands of their customer-driven societies, while the
struggle for economic survival in third world comtries unfortunately and
umnavoidably results in the depletion and destruction of ecological systems vital to
the balance necessary for maintaining a safe environment. We believe that, given
the present state of technology, economic and industrial development is not
necessarily incompatible with a healthy environment, and the development and
implementation of prcgrammes for the safe disposal of industrial waste should not
be postponed indefinitely. As a complement to that effort we call for increased
assistance to those countries which are lacking in the resources necessary for the
protection and preservation of important ecological systems.

Citizens of developing countries have the same right to a clean and safe
environment as their cownterparts in the indwstrialized world, and the cynical
practice of inducing third-world countries to accept waste hazardous to the
environmient chould cease. It is in the interest of all of us to take steps to
protect che entire planet.

I am convinced that unless we take a gocd hard look at ourselves at regular
intervals we ghall merely continue to meander along with no purpose, with no goal
and a good deal of indecision. At a time of budgetary constraints the United
Nations can ill afford to react to every whimsical suggestion ¢f every Member
State. There are, I believe, sufficient and adequate resclutions of this body on
every issue -~ resoclutions which, if implemented, would go a long way to curing the
ills of the world. With courage, determination and purposeful commitment, we can

mzke this earth a better and safer place for all iks inhabitants.
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AGENDA ITEM 8 (continued)

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ORGMN IZATION OF WORK: THIRD REFORT OF THE GENERAL
OMMITTEE (A/44/250/A44.2)

The PRESIDENT: The third report of the General Committee

(A/44/250/833.2) concerns the request by Mtigua and Barbuda for the inclusion in
the agenda of the current session of an additional item, entitled "Emergency
assistance to Antigua and Barbuda. the British Virgin Islands, Dominica, Montserrat
and Saint Kitts and Nevis".

The General Committee decided to recommend to the General Assembly that the
item should be included in the agenda.

May I take it that the General Assembly decides to include in its agenda the
additimal item entitled "Emergency assistance to Atigua and Barbuda, the British
Virgin Islands, Dominica, Montserrat and Sai. Ritts and Nevis®?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: The General Committee also decided to recommend to the

Assembly that this item should be considered directly in plenary meeting. May I
take it that the General Assernbly adopts that recommendation?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: May I also take it that the item should be considered as

a matter of pricrity because of its important and urgent character?

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 12.35 p.m.




