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the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 

On i n s t r u c t i o n s from my Government, I have the honour to e n c l o s e herewith the 
statement of the M i n i s t r y of F o r e i g n A f f a i r s of the S y r i a n Arab Republic on the 
I s r a e l i p r a c t i c e s a f f e c t i n g the human r i g h t s of the S y r i a n Arab po p u l a t i o n i n the 
occupied S y r i a n Golan, presented to the S p e c i a l Committee to I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i 
P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g the Human Ri g h t s of the Population of the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s 
during i t s v i s i t to Damascus from 24 to 27 May 1989. 

I would be g r a t e f u l i f you would have t h i s statement c i r c u l a t e d as an o f f i c i a l 
document of the General Assembly, under item 78 of the p r o v i s i o n a l agenda. 

(Signed) Ahmad F a t h i AL-MASRI 
Ambassador 

Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

R e i s s u e d f o r t e c h n i c a l reasons. 
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ANNEX 

Statement of the M i n i s t r y of Foreign A f f a i r s of the S y r i a n Arab 
Republic presented to the S p e c i a l Committee to I n v e s t i g a t e 
I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g the Human Rights of the Population 

of the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s 

The I s r a e l i occupation a u t h o r i t i e s are con t i n u i n g t h e i r f l a g r a n t and 
d e l i b e r a t e v i o l a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, i n c l u d i n g the Charter of the United 
Nations, the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907, the 1949 f o u r t h Geneva Convention 
r e l a t i v e to the P r o t e c t i o n of C i v i l i a n Persons i n Time of War, the 1966 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights and the 1966 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

Furthermore, they f l o u t r e s o l u t i o n s of the General Assembly, the S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l and the r e l e v a n t s p e c i a l i z e d agencies and defy the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
and world p u b l i c opinion. 

Si n c e 1967, the occupied Arab Golan has been s u b j e c t e d to the s t r a t e g y of 
aggr e s s i o n pursued by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s , who have d e c l a r e d the Golan an 
i n t e g r a l p a r t of I s r a e l and are c a r r y i n g on a c t i v i t i e s , both openly and c o v e r t l y , 
designed to J u d a i z e and annex the Golan and s t r i p the S y r i a n Arab people of t h e i r 
e t h n i c c h a r a c t e r and t h e i r h i s t o r y , the aim being to continue to e s t a b l i s h 
s e t t l e m e n t s and to expand them i n order to change the composition of the population 
of the reg i o n and destroy i t s economic s t r u c t u r e , e x p r o p r i a t e i t s water r e s o u r c e s , 
modify i t s s o c i o - c u l t u r a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and e f f a c e the i d e n t i t y of the indigenous 
i n h a b i t a n t s . They are thereby v i o l a t i n g United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s , s p e c i f i c a l l y 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 497 (1981), adopted unanimously on 17 December 1981, 
and the r e s o l u t i o n adopted by the General Assembly a t i t s n i n t h emergency s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n on 5 February 1982 and r e a f f i r m e d s i n c e then a t every r e g u l a r s e s s i o n of 
the General Assembly. 

I n the f a c e of the b r u t a l f o r c e s of occupation, our Arab people of the Golan 
have r i s e n up w i t h laudable bravery, r e a f f i r m i n g on every o c c a s i o n t h e i r attachment 
and a l l e g i a n c e to t h e i r S y r i a n Arab homeland, opposing I s r a e l ' s occupation and i t s 
d e c i s i o n to annex the region by imposing on i t an I s r a e l i i d e n t i t y , d e f y i n g the 
r e p r e s s i v e I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s u n t i l they withdraw f u l l y from the t e r r i t o r y of the 
Golan, and a l s o g i v i n g t h e i r support and a i d to the h e r o i c i n t i f a d a h of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n people. 

P o l i t i c a l committees have been s e t up i n order to r e c e i v e donations i n cash 
and i n kind, thereby making i t p o s s i b l e to send funds and l a r g e . g u a n t i t i e s of food 
and c l o t h i n g by v a r i o u s means to the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s of the West Bank and the 
Gaza S t r i p , T h i s s o l i d a r i t y has enabled the i n h a b i t a n t s of the Golan to withstand 
the b r u t a l s a n c t i o n s of the occupation f o r c e s . 

The h e r o i c u p r i s i n g of the P a l e s t i n i a n Arab people, which has entered i t s 
e i g h t e e n t h month, has won the admiration of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and shown 
the whole world t h a t the P a l e s t i n i a n people are determined to r e g a i n a l l t h e i r 
r i g h t s and w i l l accept nothing but complete independence. 
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The i n t i f a d a h has proved i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l y t h a t the Arab c i t i z e n s s u b j e c t e d to 
the occupation can bear i t no longer and are determined to put an end to the 
occupation of a l l occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . The s t r u g g l e i n the t e r r i t o r i e s w i l l 
continue i n a l l i t s forms u n t i l they are l i b e r a t e d , thereby r e f u t i n g the Z i o n i s t s ' 
propaganda and t h e i r f a l s e c l a i m t h a t the Arab p o p u l a t i o n i s s a t i s f i e d w i t h the 
occupation and the e x i s t i n g s t a t e of a f f a i r s . 

The v a l i a n t r e s i s t a n c e of the Arab people i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s has l e d 
the occupying Power to step up the means of r e p r e s s i o n , and i t has moved on from 
i t s p o l i c y of the " i r o n f i s t " to a new p o l i c y of "broken bones", r e s o r t i n g to 
murder, e x i l e and the d e s t r u c t i o n of houses, committing s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s of human 
r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms and p e r p e t r a t i n g war crimes and genocide, which 
have been condemned by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The world has w i t n e s s e d a l l 
these crimes, which have r e v e a l e d t h a t Z i o n i s t racism i s based on h a t r e d of other 
peoples i n g e n e r a l and of the Arab people i n p a r t i c u l a r , a h a t r e d which l i e s a t the 
h e a r t of a l l these crimes and the e f f e c t s of which have been apparent f o r a long 
time i n many c o u n t r i e s , thereby confirming the sound b a s i s of the U n i t e d Nations 
r e s o l u t i o n t h a t determined t h a t Zionism was a form of racism and r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

There has a l s o been i n c r e a s e d p a r t i c i p a t i o n by the Z i o n i s t s e t t l e r s i n the 
crimes committed, w i t h the p r o t e c t i o n of the I s r a e l i occupation f o r c e s , a g a i n s t the 
Arab c i t i z e n s of the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . The s e t t l e r s have even outdone the 
I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s i n the i n t e n s i t y of t h e i r racism, h o s t i l i t y and hate. 

The long s e r i e s of t e r r o r i s t a c t s committed by the I s r a e l i occupation f o r c e s 
b r i n g s to mind the savage and inhuman a c t s p e r p e t r a t e d by the r a c i s t regime of 
P r e t o r i a a g a i n s t the peoples of South A f r i c a and Namibia, and the Nazi crimes 
p e r p e t r a t e d a g a i n s t the Europeans during the Second World War. 

There i s a need to r e c a l l the dangers of such p r a c t i c e s , g i v e n the e x p l o s i v e 
s i t u a t i o n i n the r e g i o n and the t h r e a t i t poses to i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 

1. P o l i c y of annexation and c o l o n i z a t i o n 

Since i t s occupation of the S y r i a n Arab Golan i n 1967, I s r a e l has pursued a 
p o l i c y aimed a t annexing and J u d a i z i n g i t and encouraging the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
s e t t l e m e n t s . To t h a t end i t adopted a law i n December 1981 imposing i t s laws, 
j u r i s d i c t i o n and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n on the occupied S y r i a n Arab Golan, and on 
12 February 1982 promulgated a decree r e q u i r i n g i t s i n h a b i t a n t s to c a r r y I s r a e l i 
i d e n t i t y c a r d s . 

On the r u i n s of 147 S y r i a n Arab v i l l a g e s which i t has destroyed i n the Golan 
and of which only Majdal Shams, Mas'adah, Buq'ata, Ain Qinabah and A l - F a j r remain, 
I s r a e l has a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d a network of 42 s e t t l e m e n t s comprising a g r i c u l t u r a l , 
i n d u s t r i a l and t o u r i s t e s t a b l i s h m e n t s aimed a t e x p l o i t i n g the v e a l t h and r e s o u r c e s 
of the region i n order to annex and J u d a i z a i t , and i s on the p o i n t of e s t a b l i s h i n g 
three new s e t t l e m e n t s . 

/ . 
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These s e t t l e m e n t s draw t h e i r water from l a k e T i b e r i a s , Baniyas and Mas'adah, 
and a l a r g e number of e a r t h d i k e s and t o u r i s t i n s t a l l a t i o n s have been b u i l t on 
Mount Hermon and on the shores of l a k e T i b e r i a s , and a denser road network has been 
c o n s t r u c t e d around the v i l l a g e s of the Arab Golan i n order to c u t i t o f f completely 
and d e s t r o y the e x i s t i n g p o pulation c e n t r e s i n order to remove a l l t r a c e s of Arab 
l i f e and c r e a t e the impression t h a t the Golan i s an uninhabited a r e a . 

I s r a e l ' s p o l i c y has been expounded many times, f o r example i n the statement 
made by Y i t z h a k Shamir on 21 J u l y 1987 to the I s r a e l i newspaper Ma'ariv; 

"Those who speak of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace conference i^ant to g i v e up 
Judea, Samaria, the Gaza S t r i p and the Golan Heights completely. We've been 
accused of not being f o r peace, but the government c o a l i t i o n says openly t h a t 
t h e r e ' s no q u e s t i o n of g i v i n g up the lands of I s r a e l , whether we are speaking 
of Judea, Samaria, the Gaza d i s t r i c t , the Golan Heights or Jerusalem." 

I n a statement to the d a i l y Ha'aretz on 16 October 1987, Shamir d e c l a r e d t h a t 
Jerusalem, the Sharon, Samaria, G a l i l e e and the Golan formed a whole and t h a t i t 
was d i f f i c u l t to say t h a t the people of I s r a e l would one day abandon those a r e a s . 

I n a m i n i s t e r i a l statement d e l i v e r e d to the Knesset on 22 December 1988, 
during the p e r i o d i n which h i s p a r t y was c o l l a b o r a t i n g w i t h Ma'arach, Shamir 
announced t h a t the p o l i c y of e s t a b l i s h i n g s e t t l e m e n t s was c o n t i n u i n g . He a l s o 
d e c l a r e d on 16 May 1989, i n p r e s e n t i n g the s o - c a l l e d I s r a e l i "peace p l a n " , t h a t 
I s r a e l would not g i v e up a s i n g l e i n c h of ground. 

2. C o n f i s c a t i o n of lands 

The I s r a e l i occupation a u t h o r i t i e s have promulgated many m i l i t a r y decrees 
amending the law a p p l i c a b l e to the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s and the land-tenure 
system i n order to j u s t i f y the p r o c e s s of c o n f i s c a t i o n , d e s t r u c t i o n and 
e x p r o p r i a t i o n , invoking m i l i t a r y requirements or s e c u r i t y reasons. Various 
d e c i s i o n s have been taken i n t h a t regard, such as a n n u l l i n g a l l r e c o u r s e i n r e s p e c t 
of land-tenure d i s p u t e s d a t i n g back to the p e r i o d of the B r i t i s h Mandate f o r 
P a l e s t i n e , w h i l e other decrees have a u t h o r i z e d the t r a n s f e r of property only w i t h 
the support of the m i l i t a r y governor. 

Most of the laws r e l a t i n g to s e i z u r e have been amended i n order to f a c i l i t a t e 
o p e r a t i o n s aimed a t c o n f i s c a t i n g the t o t a l i t y of Arab l a n d s . A l l lands belonging 
to i n d i v i d u a l s who were absent a t the time of the occupation i n 1967 are considered 
the p r o p e r t y of the S t a t e , i n accordance w i t h the Decree of 23 J u l y 1967 r e l a t i n g 
to vacant property, and i n 1969 the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s promu^gated a law 
whereby I s r a e l i n a t i o n a l s have the r i g h t to purchase l a n d i n the occupied Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s , thereby encouraging them to s e t up J e w i s h s e t t l e m e n t s . The 
a u t h o r i t i e s have e s t a b l i s h e d s e t t l e m e n t s by means of m i l i t a r y announcements, and 
f o r s e c u r i t y reasons have forbidden a c c e s s to areas i n which they were s e t up, and, 
by v a r i o u s means, have c o n f i s c a t e d from t h e i r l a w f u l owners lands s i t u a t e d i n 
c l e a r l y d e f i n e d l o c a t i o n s . 

/. 
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By means of such p r a c t i c e s , the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s c o n f i s c a t e d i n the Golan 
360 h e c t a r e s of l a n d owned by S y r i a n Arabs, decreed them to be m i l i t a r y zones and 
then turned them i n t o s e t t l e m e n t s c l o s e to S y r i a n v i l l a g e s . The I s r a e l i 
a u t h o r i t i e s have taken over n a t u r a l water r e s o u r c e s , dug w e l l s on c o n f i s c a t e d 
S y r i a n lands and piped the water to the new s e t t l e m e n t s . 

I n 1980, I s r a e l c o n f i s c a t e d farmlands belonging to S y r i a n peasants i n the 
v i l l a g e of J o u i s . On 12 A p r i l 1986, the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s surveyed the a r e a 
named A l - Q a t i , which s t r e t c h e s south-west of Majdal Shams to J i s r Ma'ad, north of 
Mas'adah, i n order to ready i t f o r annexation; t h a t a r e a covers more than 
1,000 dunums of f e r t i l e l a n d . On 22 A p r i l 1986, the I s r a e l i occupation f o r c e s put 
barbed w i r e round an a r e a of 150 duniams i n the r e g i o n of Balan, near Majdal Shams, 
and prevented the i n h a b i t a n t s from approaching; t h i s o p e r a t i o n was kept s e c r e t i n 
order to take the i n h a b i t a n t s by s u r p r i s e and prevent them from o r g a n i z i n g 
r e s i s t a n c e . The I s r a e l i d a i l y paper Y e d i o t Aharonot dated 27 May 1987 r e p o r t e d 
t h a t the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s would e n c l o s e other a r e a s i n order to prevent i l l e g a l 
b u i l d i n g t h e r e . 

On 24 J u l y 1985 the I s r a e l i d a i l y newspaper Hamodia re p o r t e d t h a t the 
occupation a u t h o r i t i e s were l e v e l l i n g ground a t Ain Tineh and f e l l i n g a l l t r e e s i n 
the a r e a . The d a i l y Hatzsofeh reported on 28 October 1986 t h a t an I s r a e l i had been 
e x p e l l e d from the v i l l a g e of Bug'ata f o r a p p r o p r i a t i n g seven dunxuns of l a n d and 
i n s t a l l i n g a water tank t h e r e f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l purposes and t h a t the I s r a e l i 
a u t h o r i t i e s and the land a d m i n i s t r a t i o n had had the land ploughed and the water 
tank destroyed. 

As i n d i c a t e d i n the r e p o r t s of the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Labour O f f i c e , the c o n f i s c a t i o n o p e r ations continue and, f o r a s e t p e r i o d , the 
m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s are c o n f i s c a t i n g f o r the S t a t e lands they occupy i n order to 
e s t a b l i s h new s e t t l e m e n t s . They make the i n h a b i t a n t s hand over t h e i r l a n d deeds i n 
order to put the o f f i c i a l stamp on them i n d i c a t i n g the t r a n s f e r of ownership. 

On 20 J u l y 1988 Ha'aretz reported t h a t the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s were s e t t i n g 
f i r e to f o r e s t s and then t a k i n g over the land, and t h a t they had a l s o l i t f i r e s i n 
p a r t s of G a l i l e e and i n the Golan, e s p e c i a l l y i n the areas of Al-Ahrash and Al-Ra'y. 

I t should be pointed out t h a t , of the 1,176 square k i l o m e t r e s of the Golan, 
the S y r i a n Arabs are able to u t i l i z e o nly 200,000 dunums, i n c l u d i n g 15,000 f o r 
a g r i c u l t u r a l purposes. 

3. E x p r o p r i a t i o n of water r e s o u r c e s 

The I s r a e l i occupation a u t h o r i t i e s are p u t t i n g p r e s s u r e on the i n h a b i t a n t s of 
the occupied S y r i a n Arab Golan i n order to make them emigrate, t a k i n g over t h e i r 
water r e s o u r c e s f o r the b e n e f i t of the I s r a e l i s e t t l e m e n t s and p r e v e n t i n g the 
i n h a b i t a n t s from digging new w e l l s , the aim being to deprive them of t h e i r 
l i v e l i h o o d and weaken them economically. 

/ . 
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The i n h a b i t a n t s of the Golan depend f o r t h e i r water on B i r q a t Ram, a t 
Mas'adah, which c o n t a i n s 2 m to 3 m c u b i c metres of water e n c l o s e d i n v o l c a n i c rock 
and have to c o l l e c t the water i n l a r g e metal tanks before s u p p l y i n g i t to t h e i r 
lands through an e x t e n s i v e network of p i p e s . The I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s , however, 
have forbidden them to use t h i s water to i r r i g a t e t h e i r apple orchards and 
meadows. The i n h a b i t a n t s of the Golan f a c e c o l o s s a l o b s t a c l e s every time they wish 
to i n s t a l l tanks or d i g new w e l l s , s i n c e they have to o b t a i n the p r i o r p e r m i s s i o n 
of the Governor, who r e f u s e s to g i v e i t and does not even l e t them i n s t a l l the 
p l a s t i c p i p e s they need f o r i r r i g a t i n g t h e i r o rchards. By c o n t r a s t , the Z i o n i s t 
s e t t l e r s a r e allowed to pipe water to t h e i r lands, to d i g w e l l s and even to pump 
water from the w e l l s of Arab farmers, thereby f o r c i n g the l o c a l p o pulation to 
c o n s t r u c t s u r f a c e r e s e r v o i r s i n order to c o l l e c t r a i n water. 

The I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s took to co u r t many farmers i n the Golan who had 
re f u s e d to c l o s e t h e i r tanks, a l l e g i n g unauthorized use of S t a t e water r e s o u r c e s 
and harm to neighbouring lands; the occupation f o r c e s then blew up the tan k s . 

The occupation a u t h o r i t i e s thereby intended to d e a l a f a t a l blow to apple 
production and marketing, which c o n s t i t u t e the main source of income of the 
i n h a b i t a n t s of the Golan; the e x p r o p r i a t i o n of the s p r i n g water and i t s d i v e r s i o n 
to the Z i o n i s t s e t t l e m e n t s form p a r t of t h a t p o l i c y . The I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s have 
s e i z e d the s p r i n g s a t A l - Y a ' f u r i , A l - M u s h a i r i f a h and Ras Abu Sa'ad and i n s t a l l e d 
p ipes dozens of k i l o m e t r e s long i n order to supply water from Mas'adah to the farm 
s e t t l e m e n t s e s t a b l i s h e d on the slopes of T e l Abu al-Nada, thereby s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
reducing the l e v e l of the w a t e r t a b l e whereby the Arab i n h a b i t a n t s i r r i g a t e t h e i r 
meadows and c a u s i n g S y r i a to i n s t a l l p ipes i n 1984 i n order to pump water to Majdal 
Shams. Furthermore, the v i l l a g e s of Mas'adah, Bug'ata and A in Tinah a t p r e s e n t 
l a c k d r i n k i n g water, and the S y r i a n Arab Republic has been f o r c e d to d i g new w e l l s 
i n order to supply them. 

I t should be noted t h a t the development p l a n submitted by the World Z i o n i s t 
O r g a n i z a t i o n i n 1975 provided f o r the supply of 7,590,000 c u b i c metres of water to 
the Jewis h s e t t l e r s , who пгшЬег about 10,000, as compared w i t h 2.1m c u b i c metres 
to the i n h a b i t a n t s of the S y r i a n v i l l a g e s , who number more than 15,000. 

As a r e s u l t of the c o n f i s c a t i o n of s p r i n g s , a r t e s i a n w e l l s are now the only 
source of water ( i n c l u d i n g d r i nking-water) f o r the pop u l a t i o n of the Golan, which 
i s p r e j u d i c i a l both to income-generating crops, i n c l u d i n g the apple crop, and to 
the pop u l a t i o n ' s h e a l t h , p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e the s i x a v a i l a b l e w e l l s , which are 
managed by the I s r a e l i water a u t h o r i t y , are o f t e n p o l l u t e d . 

R e c e n t l y , the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s forbade the population of the v i l l a g e of 
Bug'ata to use the drinking-water c h a n n e l l e d to them through pipes from S y r i a and 
to r e p a i r the feeder p i p e s on t h e i r s i d e of the f r o n t i e r ; moreover, the occupation 
a u t h o r i t i e s f i n a l l y destroyed the p i p e s , which were 2 k i l o m e t r e s long. 
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4. Economic and s o c i a l changes 

The annexation p o l i c y and s e t t l e m e n t p l a n s implemented i n the occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g the S y r i a n Arab Golan, have had an impact i n a l l spheres of 
economic and s o c i a l l i f e and have r e s u l t e d i n a d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n a g r i c u l t u r e , 
i n d u s t r y and education. The p o l i c y and p l a n s i n q u e s t i o n have a l s o had the e f f e c t 
of l i n k i n g the t e r r i t o r i e s ' economies to the I s r a e l i economy, d r i v i n g thousands of 
farm-hands, l a b o u r e r s and craftsmen onto the I s r a e l i labour market and o b l i g i n g the 
m a j o r i t y of the p o p u l a t i o n to emigrate i n order to earn t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d . I n the 
course of 22 y e a r s of r e p r e s s i v e occupation, no economic l i n k s have been 
e s t a b l i s h e d between the Z i o n i s t s e t t l e r s and the p a t r i o t s of the Golan. I n 1981, 
the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s r a i s e d t a x e s and continued to b r i n g p h y s i c a l p r e s s u r e to 
bear on the p o p u l a t i o n . They a l s o urged the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n not to provide any 
s e r v i c e s to those who opposed both the annexation and the c o n s t r a i n t s on the 
population's freedom of movement i n the Golan Heights - a measure t h a t followed the 
i n c r e a s e i n the p r i c e s of primary products and the r e f u s a l to g r a n t b e n e f i t s to 
poor f a m i l i e s , even though a tax amounting to approximately h a l f of the v a l u e of 
the apple crop was c o l l e c t e d each y e a r . Recently, the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s 
forbade growers to export t h e i r apple crop and even r e f u s e d to buy apples from 
them. I n view of these measures, i n the same year the p o p u l a t i o n of the Golan 
staged demonstrations, during which the f o r c e s of occupation a r r e s t e d a пгшЬег of 
p r e s s correspondents and j o u r n a l i s t s and destroyed t h e i r f i l m showing 
demonstrations, p r i s o n s and d e t a i n e e s . 

I n 1984, the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s continued to engage i n such " p r a c t i c e s , 
p r e v e n t i n g the p o p u l a t i o n of Majdal Shams from e x p o r t i n g t h e i r products to S y r i a . 

With a s s i s t a n c e from the f o r c e s of occupation, I s r a e l i tax c o l l e c t o r s 
p e r p e t r a t e d p r o v o c a t i v e a c t s and a c t s of i n t i m i d a t i o n , checking the i d e n t i t y of a l l 
i n d i v i d u a l s who passed through many check-points s e t up a t c r o s s r o a d s , which 
o b l i g e d many S y r i a n f a m i l i e s to l e a v e t h e i r v i l l a g e s i n s e a r c h of a b e t t e r l i f e and 
i n order to escape the l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s and the economic circxunstances imposed on 
them by the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s . 

T h i s harassment continued i n 1989. Many f a m i l i e s ' l a n d was c o n f i s c a t e d , a 
t o t a l economic blockade was imposed on the Golan, the freedom of the p o p u l a t i o n of 
the Golan to work was r e s t r i c t e d , workers' wages were reduced, workers r e g i s t e r e d 
w i t h the m i l i t a r y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n were o b l i g e d to c a r r y out unpleasant work ( t a r r i n g 
roads and r e p a i r i n g sewers, f o r example), and many workers were w r o n g f u l l y accused 
of c o l l a b o r a t i n g w i t h the S y r i a n a u t h o r i t i e s , the aim being to g i v e the o c c u p i e r a 
p r e t e x t f o r imprisoning them and p r e v e n t i n g them from working i n t h e i r f i e l d s . 

From 14 to 17 A p r i l 1989, the S y r i a n Arab c i t i z e n s of the Golan commemorated 
the e v a c u a t i o n from S y r i a of a l l c o l o n i a l i s t f o r c e s . On t h a t o c c a s i o n , the I s r a e l i 
a u t h o r i t i e s a r r e s t e d dozens of people and imposed f i n e s amounting i n some c a s e s to 
2 m i l l i o n I s r a e l i pounds, to be p a i d i n a lump sum, on p a i n of imprisonment. The 
purpose of the measures i n q u e s t i o n was to impoverish the p o p u l a t i o n of the Golan, 
to weaken t h e i r determination to r e s i s t the o c c u p i e r , and to f o r c e them e i t h e r to 
submit to the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s or to emigrate, which would make the 
population v a c a t e the Golan. 
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A g r i c u l t u r e 

The a g r i c u l t u r a l s i t u a t i o n d e t e r i o r a t e d owing to the c o n f i s c a t i o n of e x t e n s i v e 
t r a c t s of f e r t i l e land, and as a r e s u l t the people of the r e g i o n now have only 
200,000 dunums i n t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e was the s e i z u r e of water 
r e s o u r c e s by the I s r a e l i o c c u p i e r ; the p r o h i b i t i o n on the digging of new w e l l s by 
the p o p u l a t i o n on t h e i r own land; and measures designed both to make farmers' 
a c c e s s to t h e i r l a n d d i f f i c u l t - c o n s i s t i n g , i n p a r t i c u l a r , i n the placement of 
mines both around and on t h e i r land - and to separate farms from one another by 
means of surrounding them by Jewish s e t t l e m e n t s w i t h a view to t a k i n g p o s s e s s i o n of 
them and to denying the a g r i c u l t u r a l products of the p o p u l a t i o n of the r e g i o n 
market a c c e s s so t h a t they should not compete w i t h I s r a e l i s e t t l e m e n t s ' products; 
not to mention the c o n f i s c a t i o n by I s r a e l i tax c o l l e c t o r s of s t o r e d apples on a 
v a r i e t y of p r e t e x t s and the d e s t r u c t i o n of c o l d - s t o r a g e p l a n t s . C u r r e n t l y , the 
apple crop amounts to 45,000 tons per y e a r . 

The c h i e f problem f a c i n g S y r i a n Arab farmers i s the f a c t t h a t t h e i r apple 
crop, which i s t h e i r main source of income, no longer has market a c c e s s . The 
measure denying the apple crop market a c c e s s was adopted on 12 March 1988, the day 
on which Shlomo Weizmann, P r e s i d e n t of the I s r a e l i Farmers' Union - u s i n g as a 
p r e t e x t the u n r e m i t t i n g h a t r e d and h o s t i l i t y shown by the population of the Golan 
i n r e s p e c t of the f o r c e s of occupation - announced a boycott of the apples grown by 
them. I n economic terms, the measure i n g u e s t i o n was to have a c a t a s t r o p h i c e f f e c t 
on the p o p u l a t i o n of the Golan, whose l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s worsened, w i t h a l l t h a t 
t h a t i m p l i e s ( f o r example, a d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n h e a l t h and s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s and i n 
i n c r e a s e i n the number of unemployed S y r i a n workers, who became a source of cheap 
labour f o r the I s r a e l i economy). 

Furthermore, the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s have gone to g r e a t lengths to stage 
the burning of f o r e s t s and orchards. T h i s p o l i c y forms p a r t of a comprehensive 
I s r a e l i s e t t l e m e n t p l a n designed to take away the sources of income of the Arab 
p o p u l a t i o n of the Golan, to f o r c e them to submit to the a u t h o r i t y of the o c c u p i e r , 
and to o b l i g e them to l e a v e t h e i r homes and t h e i r land. The occupation a u t h o r i t i e s 
r e c e n t l y p e r p e t r a t e d f u r t h e r c r i m i n a l a c t s . On 21 May 1989, t a k i n g advantage of 
the wind d i r e c t i o n , they s e t f i r e to the s t r i p of land a d j a c e n t to the c e a s e - f i r e 
l i n e , thus d e s t r o y i n g wheat, b a r l e y and other crops. The r e s u l t i n g damage was 
a s s e s s e d to be 1.5 m i l l i o n S y r i a n pounds. On 27 May 1989, the occupation 
a u t h o r i t i e s once again s e t f i r e to f o r e s t s and land under c u l t i v a t i o n . 

P a s t u r e l a n d 

The occupation a u t h o r i t i e s are endeavouring to reduce the amount of p a s t u r e 
land by b u i l d i n g roads, by uprooting t r e e s and by s e t t i n g f i r e s , , w i t h the aim of 
d e a l i n g a death-blow to economic a c t i v i t y i n the region and d e p r i v i n g the Arab 
pop u l a t i o n of the Golan of milk. ( I t i s known t h a t the population i s s u p p l i e d w i t h 
milk by the r e g i o n ' s goat-farmers.) The I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s t h e r e f o r e i s s u e d 
decrees f o r b i d d i n g Arab v i l l a g e r s to keep goats without a u t h o r i z a t i o n . The measure 
i n g u e s t i o n enables the a u t h o r i t i e s to c o n f i s c a t e e n t i r e f l o c k s of goats - which 
they r e s e l l a t a b s u r d l y low p r i c e s - on the p r e t e x t t h a t the goats are a t h r e a t to 
the environment. Moreover, the f o r c e s of occupation p l a c e mines i n f i e l d s and on 
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pa s t u r e land, which l e a d s to l o s s of human l i f e and decimates l i v e s t o c k , and has 
the e f f e c t of removing a source of income f o r the Arab population and of d e p r i v i n g 
t h e i r f a m i l i e s and c h i l d r e n of both milk and meat. On 31 May 1989, t h i s c r i m i n a l 
I s r a e l i p r a c t i c e took the l i f e of Amir Ben Fendi Abu J a b a l , a c h i l d of t h r e e and a 
h a l f y e a r s of age, who was k i l l e d by a mine. 

I n d u s t r y 

The I s r a e l i occupation a u t h o r i t i e s have prevented the emergence i n the 
occupied t e r r i t o r i e s of a l o c a l economic p o l i c y to promote the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
e n t e r p r i s e s and workshops, and are h i n d e r i n g a l l e f f o r t s to promote the r e g i o n a l 
economy's v a r i o u s production s e c t o r s . They a l s o stand i n the way of Arab 
investment and the g r a n t i n g of l o a n s , and oppose a l l i n d u s t r i a l or a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l 
p r o j e c t s f o r f e a r t h a t they might compete w i t h I s r a e l i producers, who completed 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of a cannery i n the K i n s r i n s e t t l e m e n t , i n the occupied Golan, on 
9 June 1987. I n a d d i t i o n , the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s e x e r c i s e c o n t r o l over p r i c e s , 
s t o c k s and the marketing of v i r t u a l l y a l l f r u i t grown i n the Golan, as w e l l as over 
a l l other a s p e c t s of l i f e t h e r e . 

The o c c u p i e r f o r b i d s the pop u l a t i o n of the Golan to form groups i n order to 
ob t a i n the loans t h a t they need i n order to s e t up a c o l d storage network, make 
j o i n t investments and s e t up c a r p e n t r y and storage f a c i l i t i e s , the aim being to 
impoverish them, to o b l i g e them to buy t h e i r s u p p l i e s from the I s r a e l i s e t t l e m e n t s , 
and to promote the p e n e t r a t i o n of I s r a e l i i n d u s t r i a l products ( f o r example, b r i c k s , 
t i l e s , wood products, ironmongery, and equipment f o r q u a r r y i n g m a r b l e ) . 

5. S i t u a t i o n w i t h regard to education 

The main goal of the I s r a e l i occupation a u t h o r i t i e s ' education p o l i c y i s to 
s t i f l e any n a t i o n a l f e e l i n g among the population of the occupied Arab Golan, w i t h a 
view to c u t t i n g them o f f from t h e i r n a t i o n a l , h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l r o o t s and 
s e v e r i n g t h e i r t i e s w i t h t h e i r mother country, S y r i a . 

The I s r a e l i occupation a u t h o r i t i e s do not h e s i t a t e to d i s r e g a r d the p r i n c i p l e 
of the i n v i o l a b i l i t y of the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s ' e d u c a t i o n a l and c u l t u r a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . The Unit e d Nations E d u c a t i o n a l , S c i e n t i f i c and C u l t u r a l O r g a n i z a t i o n 
has adopted a whole s e r i e s of r e s o l u t i o n s condemning I s r a e l i n t h a t connection. 
However, the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s f a i l to heed those r e s o l u t i o n s and continue to 
engage i n the p r a c t i c e s i n que s t i o n , committing a c t s of i n t i m i d a t i o n i n r e s p e c t of 
students and t e a c h i n g s t a f f and s u b j e c t i n g them to r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . As a 
r e s u l t of t h i s p o l i c y , which the pop u l a t i o n of the Golan has p r o t e s t e d a g a i n s t , the 
s i t u a t i o n w i t h regard to education has d e t e r i o r a t e d . I n implementing the p o l i c y i n 
question, the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s have engaged i n the f o l l o w i n g p r a c t i c e s : 

(1) They have r e p l a c e d S y r i a n Arab c u r r i c u l a by I s r a e l i c u r r i c u l a , p r o h i b i t e d 
S y r i a n textbooks, f o r c e d S y r i a n students to l e a r n Hebrew, and imposed education 
p o l i c i e s i n c i t i n g h a t r e d , i n t o l e r a n c e and r e l i g i o u s f a n a t i c i s m , w i t h the aim of 
e l i m i n a t i n g any Arab n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s from the education provided; 
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(2) They have a r b i t r a r i l y d i s m i s s e d many t e a c h e r s - because of t h e i r 
n a t i o n a l i s t views - and have r e p l a c e d them by u n g u a l i f i e d t e a c h e r s ; and they have 
o b l i g e d the t e a c h e r s whom they have not d i s m i s s e d to t e a c h i n accordance w i t h the 
reguirements of I s r a e l i c u r r i c u l a ; 

(3) They have c l o s e d many s c h o o l s ; 

(4) They have allowed the premises of Arab e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s to become 
d i l a p i d a t e d ( t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s remaining open are no longer f i t f o r p r o v i d i n g an 
adeguate education) and are not a u t h o r i z i n g the c o n s t r u c t i o n of any new s c h o o l s . 
Furthermore, they r e f u s e to ensure t h a t schools have the means to provide proper 
medical monitoring; t h e r e i s , i n f a c t , only one doctor i n the r e g i o n p r o v i d i n g 
medical c a r e i n e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s ; 

(5) They p l a c e s e r i o u s c o n s t r a i n t s on a l l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e procedures and 
r e f u s e to i s s u e r e g i s t r a t i o n c e r t i f i c a t e s f o r c h i l d r e n who are members of f a m i l i e s 
t h a t oppose the occupation, which means t h a t they cannot be e n r o l l e d i n schools 
e i t h e r i n the r e g i o n or elsewhere; 

(6) They have been p r e v e n t i n g students from the Golan from completing t h e i r 
h i gher education e i t h e r a t S y r i a n u n i v e r s i t i e s ( s i n c e 1982) or a t u n i v e r s i t i e s i n 
s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , and they e x e r t p r e s s u r e on c o n s u l a t e s i n order to ensure t h a t 
they do not i s s u e e n t r y v i s a s to students w i s h i n g to go somewhere e l s e i n order to 
complete t h e i r h igher education. As f o r the few Arabs who are permitted to a t t e n d 
I s r a e l i u n i v e r s i t i e s , they do not have an opportunity to study i n the f i e l d s i n 
which they are the most a b l e ; 

(7) They a u t h o r i z e I s r a e l i s o l d i e r s to e n t e r the premises of e d u c a t i o n a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , i n d i s r e g a r d of the r u l e s guaranteeing t h e i r i n v i o l a b i l i t y , i n order 
to f o r c e these students to f o l l o w Hebrew co u r s e s ; 

(8) They have imprisoned both students and t e a c h e r s ; 

(9) They hi n d e r a c c e s s to employment f o r the s m a l l number of S y r i a n Arab 
c i t i z e n s h o l d i n g I s r a e l i u n i v e r s i t y degrees. 

6. The labour s i t u a t i o n 

The economic and s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s cannot be 
d i v o r c e d from the inhuman c o n d i t i o n s i n which workers and the m a j o r i t y of the 
p o p u l a t i o n are l i v i n g under the r u l e of the I s r a e l i o c c u p i e r s , what w i t h the t o t a l 
l a c k of c i v i l i z e d laws and the contempt f o r the r u l e s of law t h a t are observed by 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

Throughout P a l e s t i n e and the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g the Golan, 
Arab workers s u f f e r r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and c o e r c i o n , being f o r c e d to endure 
working c o n d i t i o n s t h a t are extremely p r e c a r i o u s i n r e l a t i o n to those enjoyed by 
I s r a e l i workers i n r e s p e c t of s e c u r i t y , n a t i o n a l i n s u r a n c e , wages, h e a l t h c a r e , job 
s e c u r i t y and g e n e r a l s a f e t y , as w e l l as i n r e s p e c t of trade-union a c t i v i t i e s . 
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I n the occupied a r e a s , Arab workers are not f r e e to e s t a b l i s h t r a d e unions or 
to e x e r c i s e t h e i r trade-union r i g h t s under the occupation regime. Whatever 
trade-union premises Arab workers might have are always l i a b l e to be r a i d e d by the 
p o l i c e , t h r e a t e n i n g to shut them down. Most union members and union l e a d e r s have 
been s u b j e c t e d to a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n , house a r r e s t or d e p o r t a t i o n , so t h a t 
Arab workers might continue to s u f f e r the worst forms of e x p l o i t a t i o n and to work 
i n inhumane c o n d i t i o n s , enduring a l l forms of r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and s e p a r a t i o n 
from t h e i r I s r a e l i c o u n t e r p a r t s . 

I n t h a t connection, appearing before the United S t a t e s S p e c i a l Committee on 
P r e f e r e n c e s on 17 November 1988, Mr. Mari Rozenbloth s a i d t h a t the I s r a e l i 
a u t h o r i t i e s were c o n t i n u a l l y v i o l a t i n g the r i g h t of Arab workers to form 
a s s o c i a t i o n s and t r a d e unions; t h a t they were s h u t t i n g down the premises of 
e x i s t i n g a s s o c i a t i o n s and e x p e l l i n g union members; t h a t they a l s o were p e r s e c u t i n g 
Arab workers and p r o h i b i t i n g them from defending t h e i r r i g h t s , as dociunented i n 
r e p o r t s by the United S t a t e s Department of S t a t e , which noted t h a t the I s r a e l i 
a u t h o r i t i e s had r e j e c t e d over 100 a p p l i c a t i o n s from P a l e s t i n i a n s to e s t a b l i s h 
a s s o c i a t i o n s ; and t h a t the a u t h o r i t i e s had shut down the premises of a number of 
trade unions on the p r e t e x t t h a t they f a i l e d to meet s e c u r i t y standards. 
Mr. Rozenbloth s t r e s s e d t h a t imprisoned Arab workers d i d not enjoy due p r o c e s s , and 
t h a t d e p o r t a t i o n measures a g a i n s t union members accused of s t i r r i n g up v i o l e n c e and 
u n r e s t were a r b i t r a r y . 

Appearing before the same Committee on 17 November 1988, Ms. J u d i t h Tchumasky 
s a i d t h a t w h i l e the statement by the I s r a e l i M i n i s t r y of Labour and S o c i a l A f f a i r s , 
as r e ported by the I s r a e l i Embassy i n Washington, contained a number of u n t r u t h s , 
i t d i d acknowledge t h a t workers i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s d i d not r e c e i v e 
unemployment b e n e f i t s , f a m i l y allowances or r e t i r e m e n t pensions. The I s r a e l i s were 
d e l i b e r a t e l y d i s t o r t i n g the r u l e s e s t a b l i s h e d by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour 
O r g a n i s a t i o n so as to g i v e a semblance of l e g i t i m a c y to I s r a e l i p r a c t i c e s . 
Ms. TchiMTiasky c a l l e d f o r the e x c l u s i o n of I s r a e l from the t r a d e - p r e f e r e n c e system 
because of what she saw as i t s f a i l u r e to extend i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y recognized r i g h t s 
to those workers. 

The employment s i t u a t i o n i n the occupied S y r i a n Arab Golan i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by 
a number of e s s e n t i a l l y s e a s o n a l f e a t u r e s . Z i o n i s t s e t t l e r s / l a n d o w n e r s and the 
owners of I s r a e l i b u s i n e s s e s h i r e workers during peak p e r i o d s , imposing any terms 
they wish. 

The low l i v i n g standards among the Arab population i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s 
and the v i l l a g e s of the Golan have prompted i n h a b i t a n t s to f i n d work by any means 
they can i n order to i n c r e a s e t h e i r income. T h i s s i t u a t i o n i s the d i r e c t r e s u l t of 
a number of measures taken by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s to b r i n g Arab workers from 
the Golan i n t o the I s r a e l i job market, so as to c a p i t a l i z e on the d i f f e r e n c e i n 
wages between the two regions and weaken those workers' l i n k s w i t h t h e i r land and 
t h e i r n a t i o n . V o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g c e n t r e s have been e s t a b l i s h e d to t h a t end; such 
c e n t r e s have a t t r a c t e d youths and students from schools which had no t e a c h e r s , and 
thus have been a poisoned apple to deprive them of an education. I n 1979 alone, 
more than 1,786 youths were t r a i n e d a t such c e n t r e s and sought work i n I s r a e l i 
b u s i n e s s e s f a r from the Golan, where they were gi v e n extremely d i f f i c u l t , low-wage 
jo b s , such as e x c a v a t i o n , road s u r f a c i n g , f i e l d work and d r a i n c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
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The d e p l o r a b l e c o n d i t i o n of Arab workers i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s and the 
Golan i s r e f l e c t e d i n the f o l l o w i n g f a c t s : 

(1) I n the p a s t f i v e y e a r s , the I s r a e l i economy has absorbed over 40 per cent 
of the a c t i v e p o p u l a t i o n of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s i n order to meet i t s demand 
fo r cheap, s k i l l e d Arab labour; 

(2) Most of the Arab workers are o b l i g e d to do d i f f i c u l t and p o o r l y p a i d work 
r e g u i r i n g no g u a l i f i c a t i o n s ; 

(3) The labour s i t u a t i o n i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l s e c t o r v a r i e s from season to 
season, whereas the s i t u a t i o n i n the i n d u s t r i a l s e c t o r remains s t a b l e ; Arab workers 
t h e r e f o r e run a high r i s k of unemployment; 

(4) The c o n d i t i o n s of employment f o r Arab workers are not the same as f o r 
t h e i r I s r a e l i c o u n t e r p a r t s , whether i n terms of the l e v e l and nature of jobs to be 
done, or i n terms of wages; 

(5) The I s r a e l i economy e x p l o i t s cheap Arab labour; the Arab p o p u l a t i o n has 
become dependent on the job market i n I s r a e l and a l s o s u f f e r s the conseguences of 
the domination t h a t has accompanied the occupation, as w e l l as the conseguences of 
a r b i t r a r y c o n t r o l s and measures r e s t r i c t i n g the export of produce and the 
manufacture of products used i n a g r i c u l t u r e ; 

(6) The e f f e c t of i n f l a t i o n , and of the impact of i n f l a t i o n on the wages 
p o l i c y , has been to a t t r a c t Arab workers, p a r t i c u l a r l y from border r e g i o n s ; 

(7) Arab farmers cannot o b t a i n export l i c e n c e s to market t h e i r produce i n 
European c o u n t r i e s ; 

(8) The v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g which c h i l d r e n r e c e i v e a t school i s nothing more 
than elementary t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g ; 

(9) The work permits i s s u e d to Arab workers only appear to g i v e job s e c u r i t y ; 
they a r e no guarantees of employment, and employees may l o s e t h e i r jobs when t h e i r 
permits e x p i r e , or even f o r any other spurious reason g i v e n by the employer; 

(10) Arab workers are denied recourse to the c o u r t s , and the option to f i l e 
g r i e v a n c e s w i t h m i l i t a r y t r i b u n a l s e x i s t s only on paper; 

(11) Deductions are made from the wages of Arab workers on the same b a s i s as 
w i t h I s r a e l i workers, but the former do not enjoy the same s o c i a l b e n e f i t s ; 

(12) The m i l i t a r y régime i n e f f e c t s i n c e 1979 s t i l l e x i s t s , w i t h a l l the 
accompanying r e s t r i c t i o n s on c i v i l and trade-union r i g h t s , and on freedom of 
movement; 

(13) The r i g h t of Arab workers to j o i n a union i s a l s o l i m i t e d ; they t h e r e f o r e 
cannot defend t h e i r r i g h t s through t h a t channel. 

/ . . . 
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7. The s i t u a t i o n i n the h e a l t h f i e l d 

S i n c e the Arab t e r r i t o r i e s were f i r s t occupied, i n 1967, I s r a e l has pursued a 
w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d p o l i c y regarding medical i n s t i t u t i o n s : i t seeks to undermine them 
completely so t h a t Arab p a t i e n t s w i l l be t r e a t e d i n I s r a e l i h o s p i t a l s . The 
occupation a u t h o r i t i e s b e l i e v e t h a t the continued f u n c t i o n i n g of these medical 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s c o n s t i t u t e s a demonstration of independence from them which i s 
i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e i r p o l i c y of J u d a i z a t i o n and stamping out a l l t r a c e s of Arab 
i d e n t i t y i n the occupied a r e a s . 

The World H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n has r e c a l l e d t h a t the s i t u a t i o n i n the h e a l t h 
f i e l d worsened s e r i o u s l y i n the wake of the r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed by the occupation 
a u t h o r i t i e s i n the h e a l t h s e c t o r and the a r b i t r a r y and inhumane measures a p p l i e d by 
those a u t h o r i t i e s . 

The r e p o r t of the WHO T r i p a r t i t e Committee, i s s u e d as document C-42/14 on 
12 A p r i l 1984, s t a t e s t h a t the h e a l t h s i t u a t i o n i n the occupied S y r i a n Arab Golan 
has d e t e r i o r a t e d i n r e c e n t y e a r s , l a r g e l y because of the measures taken by I s r a e l . 
The r e p o r t s p e c i f i e s t h a t the Golan v i l l a g e s have only four c l i n i c s , and t h a t these 
f a c i l i t i e s cannot f u n c t i o n normally under such c o n d i t i o n s . 

As a r e s u l t of t h i s s i t u a t i o n , n e a r l y 75 per cent of the region's p a t i e n t s and 
i n h a b i t a n t s go to West Bank h o s p i t a l s run by Arab c h a r i t a b l e o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; 
however, i n emergencies they are f o r c e d to seek treatment i n I s r a e l i h o s p i t a l s . 
Furthermore, the Water Department c u t s o f f the water supply of v i l l a g e s i n the 
Golan when ground-water l e v e l s f a l l because the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s are piunping 
the water f o r use by the s e t t l e m e n t s . For i t s p a r t , the S i c k Fund (Kupat Holim) 
r e f u s e s to respond to demands f o r a s s i s t a n c e from i n h a b i t a n t s of S y r i a n v i l l a g e s ; 
i t does not send ambulances to them when they request them and f a i l s to come to the 
a i d of pregnant women and g r a v e l y i l l c h i l d r e n . 

C h i e f among the a r b i t r a r y measures adopted by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s are the 
f o l l o w i n g : 

(1) S i n c e 1967, the development of h o s p i t a l s , c l i n i c s and other h e a l t h - c a r e 
c e n t r e s has been impeded; 

(2) The I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s are t r y i n g to decrease the l e v e l of s e r v i c e s 
provided by Arab h e a l t h - c a r e c e n t r e s by c u t t i n g back t h e i r equipment and f a c i l i t i e s ; 

(3) They i n t e r f e r e w i t h the p r o v i s i o n of s e r v i c e s by the c e n t r e s and 
o c c a s i o n a l l y c l o s e the c e n t r e s , c i t i n g s e c u r i t y reasons; 

(4) Each year, a p p r o p r i a t i o n s f o r Arab h e a l t h f a c i l i t i e s are reduced, w h i l e 
f o r e i g n a i d and g i f t s are prevented from reaching t h e i r d e s t i n a t i o n on time. 

I n the v i l l a g e s of the occupied S y r i a n Arab Golan, h e a l t h problems are 
aggravated by the f a c t t h a t only the absolute minimiM i s done to provide f i r s t a i d 
and p r e v e n t i v e and t h e r a p e u t i c c a r e . And the s i t u a t i o n i n the h e a l t h f i e l d i s 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g , as the f o l l o w i n g show: 

/... 
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(1) V i l l a g e r s i n the Arab Golan l a c k any means of b u i l d i n g h o s p i t a l s or 
improving the h e a l t h s i t u a t i o n ; 

(2) An I s r a e l i i d e n t i t y c a r d must be produced i n order to use the f a c i l i t i e s 
s e t up f o r S i c k Fund p a r t i c i p a n t s and to o b t a i n f a m i l y allowances and r e t i r e m e n t 
pensions provided by the N a t i o n a l Insurance I n s t i t u t e (Keren Habituah Haleiomi). I n 
a d d i t i o n , a h e a l t h c a r d fee of over 2,000 I s r a e l i pounds has r e c e n t l y been 
i n s t i t u t e d ; t h i s measure r e f l e c t s a t o t a l l a c k of humanitarian f e e l i n g and i s 
designed to e x p l o i t p a t i e n t s and impose I s r a e l i n a t i o n a l i t y on them by f o r c e ; 

(3) The c o s t of medical s c r e e n i n g , treatments and medicines i s high, and the 
four e x i s t i n g c l i n i c s cannot meet the needs f o r s e r v i c e s ; they l a c k medical 
eguipment and s p e c i a l i z e d medicines - f o r example, they have no g y n a e c o l o g i s t and 
no p a e d i a t r i c i a n . Moreover, t h e r e i s only one school doctor f o r a l l the schools i n 
the Golan, and t h i s doctor cannot be r e p l a c e d ; 

( 4 ) Doctors are on c a l l only during a few hours and on c e r t a i n days of the 
week; 

(5) There are no c e n t r e s which s p e c i a l i z e i n maternal and c h i l d w e l f a r e , and 
no pregnancy-monitoring c e n t r e s i n p a r t i c u l a r ; 

(6) There i s not a s i n g l e pharmacy i n any v i l l a g e i n the Golan; 

(7) Schools do not provide adeguate medical s e r v i c e s , and h e a l t h s t a t u s i s 
g e n e r a l l y mediocre; 

(8) The S i c k Fund provides a s s i s t a n c e when and as i t chooses; 

(9) The population complains of p o l l u t e d water; 

(10) D e s p i t e a resurgence i n epidemics, the a u t h o r i t i e s take no a c t i o n ; 

(11) There i s no drainage system i n the v i l l a g e s f o r sewage d i s p o s a l . 

8. Hiunan r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , t o r t u r e , massacres and c r u e l and inhuman treatment 

I s r a e l i s v i o l a t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l and humanitarian law throughout the occupied 
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s more and.more s y s t e m a t i c a l l y . I t s barbarous r a c i s t p o l i c i e s have 
caused the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l to adopt many r e s o l u t i o n s on the s u b j e c t , i n c l u d i n g 
r e s o l u t i o n s 605 (1987), 607 (1988) and 608 (1988). The p o l i c y of t e r r o r adopted by 
I s r a e l i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s i s e x e m p l i f i e d by, among other t h i n g s , 
b e a t i n g s designed to break d e t a i n e e s ' bones, the use of t o x i c gas, toughening of 
the i r o n f i s t p o l i c y , demolition of homes, d e s t r u c t i o n of v i l l a g e s , banishment, 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n , house a r r e s t , d e t e n t i o n of c h i l d r e n , minors and the 
e l d e r l y , curfews, s e a l i n g o f f of camps, suppression of the freedoms of opinion, 
e x p r e s s i o n and assembly, and news b l a c k o u t s . T h i s p o l i c y has exceeded a l l bounds 
s i n c e the g e n e r a l u p r i s i n g began throughout the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g the Golan: some r e s i d e n t s have even been b u r i e d a l i v e and c h i l d r e n 
massacred. 
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I n the d e t e n t i o n camps, d e t a i n e e s a r e c o n s t a n t l y s u b j e c t e d to the most 
barbarous t o r t u r e : long i n t e r r o g a t i o n s l a t e i n t o the night, b e a t i n g s u n t i l they 
become unconscious, hot and c o l d showers, being f o r c e d to crawl on t h e i r knees or 
to stand f o r long p e r i o d s w i t h t h e i r arms up, having l i g h t e d c i g a r e t t e s a p p l i e d to 
the most s e n s i t i v e p a r t s of t h e i r bodies, e l e c t r i c shocks, being d e p r i v e d of food 
and having blood samples taken weekly, the aim being to so weaken d e t a i n e e s t h a t 
they have been reduced to i n v a l i d s , and thus p a r a s i t e s , by the time they a r e 
r e l e a s e d . 

I n the b e s t t r a d i t i o n s of f a s c i s m , t h i s p o l i c y and these r a c i s t p r a c t i c e s are 
designed to t e r r o r i z e the Arab population so t h a t they e i t h e r g i v e up or simply 
l e a v e the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s f o r ever. I n our 1988 re p o r t , we c i t e d numerous 
statements by I s r a e l i o f f i c i a l s which bore out t h i s assessment. 

We wish to recount here c e r t a i n episodes i n the s t r u g g l e waged by our S y r i a n 
Arab people i n the occupied Golan a g a i n s t I s r a e l i occupation and oppression. 

On 24 January 1989, a r e s i d e n t of Majdal Shams was a r r e s t e d and accused of 
r e s i s t i n g the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s because he had d i s t r i b u t e d t r a c t s denouncing 
the I s r a e l i occupation. 

On 22 February 1989, I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s a r r e s t e d two teenagers from 
Majdal Shams and accused them of s e t t i n g up a ro c k e t launcher a t a bend i n the road 
to Mount Hermon w i t h the i n t e n t i o n of blowing up an I s r a e l i v e h i c l e . 

On 16 A p r i l 1989, the I s r a e l i d a i l y paper Ha'aretz reported t h a t a t the 
weekend p o l i c e from Q i r y a t Shmona had a r r e s t e d two r e s i d e n t s of Majdal Shams, 
ac c u s i n g them of r a i s i n g the S y r i a n f l a g i n the v i l l a g e , where a n t i - I s r a e l i slogans 
had been w r i t t e n on the w a l l s . 

Between 17 and 21 A p r i l 1989, the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s a r r e s t e d over 
30 i n h a b i t a n t s of the Golan. They a l s o stepped up daytime and nighttime p a t r o l s to 
prevent the S y r i a n population from commemorating S y r i a n independence and d e c l a r e d 
the e n t i r e region a m i l i t a r y zone to prevent the news media from r e p o r t i n g on 
I s r a e l ' s a c t s of r e p r e s s i o n i n the Golan. Those detained and accused of v i o l a t i n g 
the laws i n f o r c e i n c l u d e d Nadim T a o u f i c Ayyoub (24 y e a r s ) , 
Wahid A s s a i d Ahmed ( 2 4 ) , Majid Awwad ( 2 0 ) , Kacem Mazid A s s a i d Alimed ( 2 2 ) , 
Moufid Awwad ( 2 0 ) , Shakib Youssef Abou J a b a l ( 1 7 ) , Kacem Mustapha Mahmoud ( 2 2 ) , 
A l i Abou Awwad ( 3 0 ) , Hassan Abdallah A l k a i c h ( 1 8 ) , Hassan A l k a i c h (35) and 
Moufid A l w a l i ( 3 0 ) . F o l l o w i n g these i n c i d e n t s , the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l c a l l e d on 
I s r a e l to abide by the p r o v i s i o n s of the f o u r t h Geneva Convention r e l a t i v e to the 
P r o t e c t i o n of C i v i l i a n Persons i n Time of War. 

I n t h i s connection, the I s r a e l i d a i l y paper Ma'ariv reported i n i t s 
18 A p r i l 1989 i s s u e t h a t the p o l i c e and s e c u r i t y f o r c e s were to r e c o n s i d e r t h e i r 
p o l i c y towards the Arab population of the Golan, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h regard to v i s i t s 
to S y r i a , f o l l o w i n g the i n c i d e n t s t h a t had marked the commemoration of S y r i a n 
independence. Demonstrators from Majdal Shams had gathered i n f r o n t of the 
re s i d e n c e of the Commander of the northern region, r a i s e d the S y r i a n f l a g and made 
the "V f o r v i c t o r y " s i g n . Some 500 people had a l s o gathered i n the evening on the 
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main square a t Majdal Shams, s i n g i n g p a t r i o t i c songs. T r a c t s had a l l e g e d l y been 
d i s t r i b u t e d and roads i n t o the v i l l a g e had been blocked w i t h t y r e s . At Mas'ada, 
the S y r i a n f l a g was h o i s t e d on a school roof and hundreds of v i l l a g e r s j o i n e d up 
w i t h the demonstrators from Majdal Shams, s i n g i n g p a t r i o t i c songs. 

I n i t s 21 A p r i l 1989 i s s u e , the I s r a e l i d a i l y paper Davar reported t h a t p o l i c e 
i n G a l i l e e had i n previous days a r r e s t e d s i x r e s i d e n t s of the Golan whom they 
suspected of having r a i s e d the S y r i a n f l a g d uring demonstrations and f e s t i v i t i e s 
commemorating S y r i a n independence. The p o l i c e had a l s o found a S y r i a n f l a g on the 
desk of the vice-chairman of the Buq'ata l o c a l c o u n c i l . 

I n i t s 24 A p r i l 1989 i s s u e , the d a i l y paper Davar reported a statement by the 
R e g i s t r a r f o r the northern region t h a t I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s had stopped g i v i n g 
i n h a b i t a n t s of the Golan the n e c e s s a r y a u t h o r i z a t i o n to v i s i t t h e i r r e l a t i v e s i n 
S y r i a or i n the border area, on the p r e t e x t t h a t they had taken p a r t i n 
demonstrations or r a i s e d the S y r i a n f l a g on the o c c a s i o n of the commemoration of 
S y r i a n independence. 

Between 11 and 15 May 1989, on the o c c a s i o n of demonstrations i n K u n e i t r a 
province marking the a n n i v e r s a r y of the u s u r p a t i o n of P a l e s t i n e and the f o u r t e e n t h 
f e s t i v a l of the Baath p i o n e e r s , the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s a r r e s t e d 52 people from 
the v i l l a g e s of Mas'ada, Buq'ata, Majdal Shams and E i n Qinyah f o r having gathered 
i n the border zone to j o i n i n the f e s t i v i t i e s organized by S y r i a n c h i l d r e n on the 
other s i d e of the border. The occupation a u t h o r i t i e s a l s o c u t o f f water and 
e l e c t r i c i t y s u p p l i e s to punish r e s i d e n t s f o r having v i o l a t e d I s r a e l i laws by 
r a i s i n g t h e i r country's f l a g or j o i n i n g i n the commemoration of S y r i a n 
independence. R e s i d e n t s were a l s o s u b j e c t e d to t e a r gas bombs, smoke bombs and 
b e a t i n g s . Detainees whose names are known i n c l u d e d Salman Youssef Fakhreddin, 
Youssef Soulaiman Ibrahim, Hayel Hassan Abou J a b a l , Fawzi Hassan Abou J a b a l , 
Majod F a r e s Abou J a b a l and Khaled Mazid Abou Sa l a h . 

L a s t l y , we wish to r e c a l l t h a t the occupation i s i t s e l f a v i o l a t i o n of human 
r i g h t s and t h a t I s r a e l i p r a c t i c e s a g a i n s t the population of the occupied Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s are among the grave breaches eniunerated i n a r t i c l e 147 of the f o u r t h 
Geneva Convention of 1949 r e l a t i v e to the P r o t e c t i o n of C i v i l i a n Persons i n Time of 
War. These grave breaches, which are i n f a c t war crimes, i n c l u d e w i l f u l k i l l i n g , 
t o r t u r e or inhuman treatment, w i l f u l l y c a u s i n g g r e a t s u f f e r i n g or s e r i o u s i n j u r y to 
body or h e a l t h , unlawful d e p o r t a t i o n or t r a n s f e r of a p r o t e c t e d person, d e p r i v i n g 
such a person of the r i g h t s of f a i r and r e g u l a r t r i a l p r e s c r i b e d i n the Convention, 
and the d e s t r u c t i o n and a p p r o p r i a t i o n of property not j u s t i f i e d by m i l i t a r y 
n e c e s s i t y and c a r r i e d out u n l a w f u l l y and wantonly. These breaches are a l s o 
r e f e r r e d to i n a r t i c l e 85 of the f i r s t P r o t o c o l a d d i t i o n a l to the Geneva 
Conventions, r e l a t i n g to the p r o t e c t i o n of v i c t i m s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l armed ' 
c o n f l i c t s , which f u r t h e r c h a r a c t e r i z e s as a grave breach the t r a n s f e r by the 
occupying Power of the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n of the occupied t e r r i t o r y w i t h a view to 
s e t t l i n g i n t h a t t e r r i t o r y . 

These s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s , which are i n f a c t crimes of war, c a l l f o r the 
implementation of measures regarding c o l l a b o r a t i o n between the p a r t i e s to the 
Convention, namely a r t i c l e 146, by v i r t u e of which each High C o n t r a c t i n g P a r t y 
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undertakes to s e a r c h f o r persons a l l e g e d to have conunitted such grave breaches and 
to b r i n g them, r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t y , before i t s own c o u r t s . These 
v i o l a t i o n s a l s o c a l l f o r the implementation of the p r o v i s i o n s of the Convention on 
the P r e v e n t i o n and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, which s t i p u l a t e s t h a t 
genocide means any a c t s committed w i t h the i n t e n t i o n of k i l l i n g the members of a 
group, c a u s i n g s e r i o u s b o d i l y or mental harm to members of the group or 
d e l i b e r a t e l y i n f l i c t i n g on the group c o n d i t i o n s of l i f e c a l c u l a t e d to b r i n g about 
i t s p h y s i c a l d e s t r u c t i o n i n whole or i n p a r t . 

I t i s imperative t h a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community co-operate w i t h a view to 
p r e v e n t i n g and p u n i s h i n g the crimes of war and the crime of genocide committed by 
I s r a e l so t h a t the massacres, t e r r o r and d e s t r u c t i o n , p r a c t i c e s which are p a r t and 
p a r c e l of t h i s r a c i s t and e x p a n s i o n i s t régime can be brought to an end. 

No e f f o r t must be spared - and your Committee has a major r o l e to p l a y i n t h i s 
regard - i n ending the r e p r e s s i o n i n f l i c t e d on the Arab i n h a b i t a n t s of the occupied 
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s by ending the I s r a e l i occupation, which i s an impediment to 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s to e s t a b l i s h a j u s t and comprehensive peace i n the Middle 
E a s t . 




