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I. INTRODUCTION

1. On 30 November 1987 the General Assembly adopted resolution 42139 E on
regional disarmament, the operative section of which reads in part as follows:

"The General Assembly,

1,
. . l

"4. Invites all States and regional institutions associated with
regional disarmament efforts to report thereon to the Secretary-General:

"5. Requests the United Nations to lend its assistance to States and
regional institutions that may request it, with a view to the institution of
measures within the framework of an effort for regional disarmament;

"6. Recruests the Secretary-General to keep the General Assembly
regularly informed of the implementation of resolutions on regional
disarmament and of the activities which the Secretariat, in particular the
Department for Disarmament Affairs, and the United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research are conducting in the field of regional disarmament:

. .. . . .

v-8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its Eorty-fourth
session the item entitled Regional disarmament: report of the
Secretary-General."

2. In pursuance of paragraph 6 of the resolution, the activities OF the
Department for Disarmament Affairs and of the United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research are described in sections II and III of the present report.
With respect to paragraph 5 of the resolution, the Secretary-General has not so far
received any requests from States or regional institutions for assistance
concerning efforts for regional disarmament. In connection with paragraph 4 of the
resolution, the Secretary-General has, to date, received replies from Brazil,
Bulgaria, France (on behalf of the Twelve States merrbers of the European
Community), New Zealand, Nigeria, Pakistan and Polalld. These -replies are
reproduced in section IV of this report.

II. ACTIVITII -v THE SECRETARIAT

3. During the period covered by this report, the Secretariat ha::: undertaken the
following activities relating to General Assembly resolution 42/39 E on regional
disarmament:

(a) In co-operation with the Soviet Peace Committee, the ~t?p~t:  ~IWIIL E~)J
Disarmament Affairs organized a United Nations meeting of experts on verification
within the framework of the World Disarmament Campaign. This meeting took place at

/ ..a
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Dagcmys, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, from 12 to 16 April 1988 and was
financed from the contribution of the Soviet Union to the World Disarmament
Campaign Trust Fund. Some 35 high-level experts from more than 20 countries met to

discuss the conceptual issues and the technical aspects of verification:

(b) A seminar on the topic "African Disarmament and Security" was held at
Cairo from 20 to 23 March 1989. The seminar was jointly organized by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Egypt and the Department for Disarmament Affairs of the
Secretariat and brought together some 100 junior officials and diplomats dealing
with disarmament and security matters from Egypt and French-speaking African
countries;

(c) An International Seminar on the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace was held
at Sochi, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, from 28 to 30 March 1989. The
Seminar was jointly organised by the Department of Political and Security Council
Affairs of the Secretariat and the United Nations Association of the Soviet Union
within the framework of the World Disarmament Campaign. Some 60 representatives of
States members of the Ad Hoc Committee of th%Indian Ocean and of non-governmental
organizations and institutions attended the Seminar to discuss questions related
to, inter alia, confidence-building measures in the region, the impact of regiona-
tensions and peace and security in the region, the goals of major powers and
concerns of the region, and the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace
and its implementation:

(d) In co-operation with the Government of Japan, the Department for
Disarmament Affairs organized a United Nations Conference on Disarmament Issues,
which was held at Kyoto, Japan, from 19 to 22 April 1989. Some 100 distinguished
diplomats and representatives of non-governmental organizations from countries of
various regions met to discuss issues related to security and disarmament,
nuclear-test ban and verification, non-proliferation of nuclear, chemical and other
weapons, openness, transparency and confidence-building measures, and multilateral
and bilateral approaches to disarmament:

(e) A regional conference for the World Disarmament Campaign, organized in
co-operation with the Soviet Peace Committee and financed from the contribution of
the Soviet Union to the Campaign Trust Fund, took place at Dagomys, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, from 12 to 16 June 1989. Over 70 representatives of the
diplomatic community, non-governmental organizations and research institutes from
Europe, the United States and Canada met to discuss disarmament issues of general
interest and of particular concern to the region:

(f) The Department for Disarmament Affairs organized, in c:tir-operation with
the Ukrainian Peace Committee, a seminar on multilateral collEiderlr:e-building
measures and the prevention of war, with particular reference to the risks of
accidental or unconventional nuclear war, which took place at Kiev, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, from 4 to 7 September 19U9. The seminal , financed from
the contribution of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic to thcb World
Disarmament Campaign Trust Fund, brought together some 30 expert:: iu the Ciclll bJ
study the issues:

/ . . .
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(g) hrigional  coaferencee  and seminars play an important role in providing a
forum for e&changing  information, discussing relevant j.ssues  and establishing
direct chaanele of communication between various constituencies of the Campaign.
They also contribute to underlining the importance of the regional approach to
iaauea of security and disarmament as well as to enhancing understanding and
co-operation of disarmament issues on a regional basis;

(h) The Department for Disarmament Affairs intends to orqaniee adclitional
meetings, provided the necessary financial and manpower resources are available.
In this connection, the government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics has
offered to host an international conference on the subject “Conversion”, to bu held
in June 1990 in Moscow, and to be financed out of its contribution to the World
Disarmament Campaign TruAt Fund. Offers to host such conferences or meetings have
also been made by other States, such as by Bulgaria for 1990 on naval armamentat by
Italy for 1990 on arms transferfir and by thb League of Arab States (Qatar) for 1990
on diearmAment  issues. In accepting these invitations, the Department will keep in
mind the principle of universality of the Campaign 88 well as the consIderable
constraints on its staff resources involved in planning and executing programmes of
ad meetings I

(i) The three United Nations regional centres continued to co-ordinate the
implementiOn  of regional disarmament activities. The United Nations Regional
Centre for PeACe And Disarmament in Africa At LOm6 now Operates  a full programme of
activities, including the dissemination of information and participation in
conferences And seminars on issues  relating to peace, security, disarmament and
development;

(j) Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 43176  G of 7 December 1988, the
United NAtiOnfi  Regional Centre for Peace And DifiArmament  in Asia was inaugurated at
Kathmandu on 30 January 1989 in the presence of the Prime Minister of Nepal and the
Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs and has becoml  operational.
Following the inauguration of the Centre, a meeting on the future work and
priorities of the Regional Centre WAS held at Kathmandu on 30 and 31 January 19891

(k) During the reporting period, activities of the United Nations Regional
Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America nnd the Caribbean
focused on (a) expanding the network of contacts with the diplomr\tic  community, the
media, non-governmental organiaationa and individuals interested in disarmament
issues, (b) setting up a reference and documentation service on ifit;ues UC pei-I(!++,
t:ecurity,  disarmament  And development within the Latin Americnn c!nntext-, nnil
(c) providing assistance to non-governmental organizationa involv~rl  in

peace/disarmament work in organising disarmament-related evento:

(1) More detailed accounts of the activities of the regi.ot,i\  I wnl.1  (51; ~r.1’
contained in the reports of the Secretary-General on the United Ni\t:iOllr:  Rsgionnl
Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa (A/44/582), the Uni.tec-I  Nnk i r)llfi Rqi on~l
Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia (A/44/583) and the Unil.r!c-I NC\\.  iotlr;  Hr!clionill
Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin Americu iblltl t Ilf! ~‘i\l~.il~l~f~i3II

(A/44/584),

Bert Copy Avall8ble
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II I . ACTIVITIES 0~ THE UNITED  NATIONS INSTITUTE FOH
DISARMAMENT RESEARCH

4. During the period covered by the present report, the act.vities of the United
Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) relevant to pareqre.ph  6 of
Oeyeral Assembly resolution 42/39 E on regional disarmament included the followings

(a) A research report on confidence-building measurea  in Africa:

(b) Research reports on conventional disarmament1

(cl Organisation of a conference on conventional disarmament in Europe;

(d) Research papers on confidence-building measures within the process of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe and on the prevention of
geographical proliferation of nuclear weapons.

5. Ongoing and planned projects include: (a) national security concepts of
States) (b) security of third world countries; and (c) conference oE disarmament
research institutes in Africa.

1 .  sort o n  me-b-es ir!.A.f&

6. This report, 11 which was published in 1987, evaluates the relevance of
confidence-building measures  in Africa and shows the difference between the
military and security situation in this continent from that in Europe, making such
measures less compelling as a permanent feature in relations among African States.

2. von_conventionalmnt

7 . Two research reports were published on conventional disarmament ’ Europe.
The first, prepared by And& Brie, Manf,ed  Miiller, Helga Schirmeister OF the
Institute for Internationnl Relations, Potsdam-Bablsberg,  German Democratic
Republic, and Andresej Karkosska of the Polish Institute of Internationel  Affuirs,
Warsaw, examineo  the objectives, requirements and main elementti  of conventionul
?isatmement  in Europe. 21 The second report, entitled Ji3aumkiaual.4am:  mumd Am
m 11 and prepared by members of the French Institute of.
‘International Relations, recalla the process of the Vienna  %.I ks on Met uol
Reduction of Forces and Armaments and Associated Measures in Cenl  I i\I Europe, t.he
negotiating stances and the changes in them, as well as the pr~l~lrm!;  1 ~li\t:~d  LO
preparations for ihe conference on conventional stability in EIILY~IC!. 1 t oxi3n.i nes
the military context of the conventional  forces in Europe, present  s Chrr Wcstelll and
Soviet approaches to the conventionR1 arms limitation negot.ifit:ioll::  i\ntl two di !;t, irlct
Western objectives in these negotiations.

/ . . .
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3. Conference on conventional disarmament in Europe

a. From 23 to 25 January 1989 the Institute organized, with the co-operation of
the Institut franqais des relations internationales, the Conference on Problems and
Perspectives of Conventional Disarmament in Europe.

9. The Conference opened with a key-note address by Mr. Rene Felber, Federal
Counsellor and Chief of the Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland.

10 . The Conference, the first major international gathering after the conclusion
of the meeting of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, at Vienna,
was attended by some 50 participants, diplomats, government officials and
researchers from 30 different countries. The proceedings of the Conference are
being published.

11. The 'ive sessions were devoted to: (a) conventional forces in Europe:
present state and strategic doctrines: (b) problems of comparison between different
conventional armament systems: (c) objectives and methods of reduction, limitation
and stabilization; (d) confidence-building measures and verification: and
(e) conventional disarmament in Europe and its impact on the rest of the world.

4. Research namers

12. In the framework of a new series of publication, the Institute has published
two research papers. Research paper No. 3, Confidence-Buildina  Measures within the
CSCE Process, A/ provides a paragraph-by-paragraph analysis of the Helsinki and
Stockholm rbgimes and research paper No. 4, 51 analyses the prevention of
geographical proliferation of nuclear weapons in the Southern hemisphere through
the existing nuclear-weapon-free zones and zones of peace in the region.

B. Ongoing and nlanned Projects

1. UNIDIR "Newsletter"

13. The quarterly "Newsletter" aims at promoting and strengthening international
co-operation in the field of disarmament and related international security
research. It focuses, inter alia, on research being carried out on issues of
disarmament and international security in one particular region. Newsletters have
been published on research in Africa (June 1988), research in Asia (December I988) .
and research in Latin America and the Caribbean (June 1989). Olle newsletter was
published on conventional armaments limitation and confidence-building measure:; in
Europe (September 1988). The remaining regional issue of the "Newt:letter"  Cot 1989
will deal with the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Eastern Europe

(December 1989).

/ . . .
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14. For several years, UNIDIR has been conducting a project in the framework of
which reports on national security concepts are elaborated. Their objective is to
present the concepts that guide tb.e foreign and securities policies or initiatives
of States, including their approaches to disarmament, Conducted in a systematic
way, such a series may greatly facilitate the understanding of national policies
and may permit the placement of each particular behaviour in a more general context
including its regional ona, It could also help to explain some of the difficulties
that present disarmament negotiations encounter.

15. During the period under review, a report on NEW Zealand’s concept of security
has been published. The 180-page book was written by Kennedy Graham, former
New Zealand diplomat and currently Secretary-General of Parliamentarians Global
Action, and published for UNIDIR by Taylor and Francis, the London-bused publishing
house.

3.  WAmrrd world -tries

16. UNIDIR has commenced a research project on security of thircl world countries
structured on a regional approach and hence reflecting the emphasis placed on the
importance of regional approaches by many international conferences and studied,

17 * The project is being executed in co-operation with research institutes of
different regions in the third world,

16. In furtherance of its objective of fostering co-operatior among research
institutes, UNIDIR has organised global conferences of disarmament research
institutes. Encouraged by the response to these conferences, UNfDIR proposes
initiating regional conferences of research institutes t9 ensure wider
participation and a focus on specific issues. The first of these conIerences will
be held in Africa. Participants will include researchers, experts and academics
from different countries in Africa, including the United Nations Regional Centre
for Peace and Disari.lament  in Africa and a limited number of spe(:ic\listfi  Erorn
outside the region. The Institut national d’etudes de strat.Gqie c~lobnte  of Alqeria
will co-operate wi’ih UNIDIR in its organixation. UNIDIR wil 1 p~!l~l.i.sh the
proceedings of the conference.

19. Sesnions of the conference will be devoted to: ( a )  imoly:;  i : :  01 AI t icafl
positions on disarmament and inturnational securi.ty; (t;,)  exr,mjnnt  io11 of I tip :;I ;lt:us
of research and teaching in these questions; (c) assistance in :;[>I  t.ing up clillorent
co-operative programmes2 and (d) development and Eac!ilit:at:iorl (~1 i III 111 i II!;ti  1.11l.e
contacts in the region.

/ . . .
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IV. REPLIES RECEIVED FROM GGVERNMENTS

BRAZIL

[Original: English]

130 June 19891

1. The Brazilian Government understands that the disarmament process,
particularly nuclear disarmament, is a subject of vital interest to all States and
should therefore be universally pursued on a priority basis.

2. Hence the importance Brazil has always attributed to the United Nations as the
forum par excellence for deliberations and negotiations on disarmament. The
machinery of the United Nations, especially the Disarmament Conference, which is
empowered to undertake negotiations, is, in Brazil's view, perfectly qualified to
produce universal, verifiable and equitable disarmament agreements once the
political will of the Member States exists.

.

3. Apropos, this is Brazil's expectation towards the work in progress in the
Disarmament Commission of drafting a convention on the prohibition of the
development, production and stockpiling of chemical weapons and their destruction.
Brazil is firmly against seeking to replace the universal ban on chemical weapons
under study in the Disarmament Commission by any interim, limited or discriminatory
non-proliferation regimes envisaging, as in the Non-Proliferation Treaty, the mere
"disarmament of the unarmed".

4. With these reservations, Brazil acknowledges the important contribution that
can be made towards strengthening international peace and security by regional
disarmament measures adopted according to directives agreed upon by consensus at
the tenth special sessior of the General Assembly, the first special session
devoted to disarmament, namely:

(a) Priority should be given to nuclear disarmament:

(b) The nuclear powers and other militarily significant States should take
the initiative in the disarmament process;

(c) Disarmament measures should be taken in a balanced and equitable manner
so as to guarantee each State the right to security and to ensure that no State or
group of States can gain advantages over others at any stage of the process:

(d) The specific circumstances of each region should be respected.

5. The Brazilian Government believes, moreover, that efforts should be
intensified to prevent the spread of the arms race to new environments for, a:;
President Jose Sarney affirmed at the fifteenth special session of the General
Assembly, the third special session uevoted to disarmament, "the non-militarization
of outer space constitutes an essential condition for the adoption of meaningful
measures for regional disarmament" (see A/S-lS/PV.lO, pp.14-15).

/ . . .
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6. Notwithstanding the fact that it is located in one of the least militarised
areas of the world and can boast one of the lowest rates of military  spending in
that area, Brasil has not shirked from joining in regional initiatives of
recognised interest aiming at general and complete disarmament under effective
international control.

7, Thus, during the 1962 session of the General Assembly, Brazil launched the
idea of the military denuclearisation of Latin America, which took concrete form
five years later with the conclusion of the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America, 6/ which was signed and ratified by Brazil. In the
expectation that the conditions of article 28 for the full entry into force of the
Treaty can be met promptly, Brasil has stated at the biannual meetings of the
Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the
Caribbean (OPANAL) that the reinforcement of the Tlatelolco system should
necessarily include strict observance by the nuclear powers of the obligations that
they have assumed in additional protocols.

8. Inspired by the Tlatelolco experience, among others, Brazil co-sponsored,
along with other South Atlantic States, the proclamation by the General Assembly of
the South Atlantic as a “Zone of peace and co-operation” (see Assembly resolution
41/11 of 27 October 19861, a proclamation approved in three consecutive years by a
significant majority of Member States. Among the essential elements of the
initiative is the exhortation made to the States of other regions, especially the
militarily significant States, to adopt concrete measures  to ensure the reduction
and eventual elimination of their military presence in the region, the
non-introduction of nuclear or other arms of mass destruction and 1:he safeguarding
of the region from rivalries and conflicts alien to it.

BULGARIA

[Original: Russian]

[6 September 19891

1. The Government of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria notes with satisfaction
that General Assembly  resolution 42139 E “(Regional disarmament)” was adopted
without a vote. This demonstrates the international communitv’s  increased
understanding of “the importance Bnd potential effectiveness of leyional
disarmament measures” as a contribution to “the realieation  of yaner-al  nnd complete
disarmament under strict and effective international control ‘I, ilii St i3t.PCl it1 t.JlP
resolution itself,

2. Bulgaria regards both unilateral and multilateral regional tlj !;tirl~lill~)t?llt:
measures as A valuable contribution tOWArdS the efforts ol the? WOI .I(1 c*otnmunil.y

aimed at strengthening peace, freeing humanity from the threat. oI’ w;lr ;rnd enslIt- i ug
extensive, mutually advantageous co-operation among peoples. A:; ix  1:iyht:ly
e m p h a s i a e d  i n  rebolution  42139  E  (“Reqional  disarmaJnent”J,  “disirl  III~IIII~FII~  t!rfot I  :i iI1

A region cannot be isolated either from the disarmament efforts in otlw~ req.icjrl:;  OL
from global disarmament efforts both in the nuclear And convention;11  r.ielrl”.

/ . . .

-- .--- .-.-- -_ --- ..-_
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3. In accordance with the above, the Government of the People's Republic of
Bulgaria will continue, to the extent of its ability, to assist regional and global
efforts aimed at ensuring comprehensive and equal security. In an increasingly
interdependent world, it regards regional and global disarmament measures as
mutually complementary and reciprocally stimulating. Only in close interaction can
such measures help to turn the newly begun process of real disarmament into a
continuous and irreversible factor of international life, actively conducive to the
restructuring of relations between States on a new basis and to mankind's entry
upon a new stage of development under conditions of peace and co-operation.

4. The contemporary world's main task is the cessation of the arms race and
immediate disarmament in respect of all types and categories of weapons. Mutual
and indivisible security can be guarant ed only through the maintenance of a
military balance at the lowest possible level required strictly for defence and
precluding the possibility of sudden attack and the launching of major offensive
actions. In this context, Bulgaria reaffirms the need for further strengthening of
the role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament and international
security and its readiness to assist that process.

5. Operative paragraph 3 of the above-mentioned resolution 42139 E states that
the General Assembly "encourages States to consider and develop as far as possible
regional solutions in the matter of arms reduction and disarmament". During the
current year, the People's Republic of Bulgaria, pursuant to its defensive military
doctrine, has taken practical steps towards the significant reduction of its own
forces, armaments and military expenditure. These unilateral measures are being
undertaken with the aim of ensuring a manifestly non-offensive structure both of
the Bulgarian armed forces and within the framework of the Warsaw Treaty
Organization, and of creating favourable material tind political pre-conditions for
the consistent continuation of the process of arms reduction and the lowering of
the level of military confrontation. The Bulgarian Government considers the
unilateral steps taken by allied States to be a positive factor at both the
subregional (Ralkan) and regional (European) levels, as weil as at the global
level- It is expected that the States members of the North Atlantic Treaty
Qrganization will respond to the constructive measures taken by the Warsaw Treaty
countries with corresponding steps towards the reduction of armed forces,
armaments, military expenditure and military activity.

6. The People's Republic of Bulgaria will steadfastly continue to support efforts
to implement joint or individual initiatives designed to contribute to the solution
of security problems in specific regions of the European continent., e.g. for the
establishment of a non-nuclear corridor and a chemical-weapon-free zone in central
Europe, for a radical reduction of the level of military confront:at:ion  in nort.hern
Europe, for the creation of a zone of trust, co-operation and guotl-neityhbourly
relations along the line of contact of the two alliances in Europe. and for the
transformation of the Mediterranean region into a zone of peace and co-.-operation.
The Government and people of Bulgaria attach particular importance to the
realization of the idea of establishing a nuclear-free and chemir:Ell-we;lFlorl-~l-c.!e
zone in the Balkans.

/ . . *
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7. The Bulgarian Government expresses its conviction that one of the ?l.jor areas
for efforts towards arms reduction, disarmament and the strengthening of security
and stability is the achievement of the highest possible degree of openness and
transparency in matters relating to defence and security in a broad sense. A
significant raising of the level of objective:.information  concerning the other
side's defence possibilities and a considerably increased degree of predictability
in relations between, above all, neighbouring E?ates - i.e. on a regional but also
on a global scale - would be an extremely effective factor in achieving a new
qoality in international relations.

8. Bulgaria reaffirms its view that both regional and global disarmament measures
must bc accompanied by strict ant. adequate monitoring measures. It is interested
in the strict observance of disarmament agreements to which it is a party or which
have a more indirect bearing upon its security. In this context, the People's
Republic of Bulgaria is prepared to take the most effective action in matters of
verification and control, including national and international lorms OS monitoring
involving on-site inspections without the right of refusal.

FRANCE

(On behalf of the Twelve States members of the European Community)

[Original: French]

[lo July 19893

1. The Twelve States members of the European Community wish to refer to the reply
to General Assembly resolution 39/63 F which Belgium submitted on their behalf on
28 May 1987 (see A/42/457, sect. IV). That reply outlines the main elements of the
position of the Twelve with regard to regional disarmament. It stresses,
inter alia, the growing awareness by more and more countries of the potential
importance for security and stability of a regional approach. It notes that in the
opinion of the Twelve, "the regional approach to disarmament is in no way
incompatible with the principle of universality of the United Nations. i .'I
regional approach may make it possible to provide progressive and specific
solutions to disarmament problems which are adapted to the diversity of situations"
(iJIg&. , reply of Belgium, para. 5).

2 . The Twelve believe that the adoption of regional disarmament. measures is one
of the most important and effective ways for all States to contribute to the
process of arms control and disarmament. It is no accident thal: Lhe security
perceptions of the vast majority of States are closely related to secul-ity
conditions in their respective regions. Accordingly, one oE the main qoals in arms
control and disarmament should be the search for greater confidcuce and stability
at the international level.

3. In this connection, the Twelve consider that it: is the counl:rjes  i,elongiJJg to
a particular region that should seek ways of working out regional clisarmsmenL
agreements which are conducive to greater world stability while taking specific
regional characteristics into account.

/ . . .
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4. The Twelve consider that regional disarmament initiatives inspired by
Chapter VIII of the Charter represent a specific and effective means of ensuring
attainment of the fundamental goals of the United Nations. In accordance with that
principle, the Helsinki Final Act, which the Twelve played a key role in
negotiating, stipulates: "The participating States recognise the interest of all
of them in efforts aimed at lessening military confrontation and promoting
disarmament which are designed to complement political detente in Europe and to
strengthen their security." For that reason, at the recently concluded Vienna
follow-up meeting to the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, the
Twelve took an active part in efforts to reach agreement on terms of reference for
the negotiation of further "confidence- and security-building measures". The
Twelve warmly welcome the agreement on the terms of reference for the negotiations
on conventional armed forces in Europe.

5 . Those two rounds of negotiations began in March 1989 at Vienna within the
framework of the process of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe.
The aim of the negotiations on conventional armed forces in Europe is to strengthen
stability and security in Europe by means of a stabler and more secure balance of
conventional armed forces at lower levels. The purpose of the negotiations on
confidence- and security-building measures is to achieve greater transparency by
promoting a better understanding of military activities through the adoption of
further confidence- and security-building measures.

6. With the encouraging start of the Vienna negotiating process, there is good
reason to look forward, in the near future, to satisfactory results that would
culminate in increased security and stability throughout Europe, in a way that
would safeguard the legitimate security interests of every country participating in
the process of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe.

7. We the Twelve hope that the efforts made in Europe will be imitated in other
parts of the world.

NEW ZEALAND

(Original: English]

[6 September 19891

1 . New Zealand believes that every State in every region has a vital role to play
in securing regional and global peace and security through the pursuit of
regionally derived and agreed arms control and disarmament measllws.

2. In recognition of the important contribution that regional disarmament
initiatives can make to regional security and global efforts to reverse the
nuclear-arms race New Zealand was an early proponent of a South E'ac:iEic
nuclear-free zone. That concept is now embodied in the Treaty of Harotonga,  which
has been ratified by 10 members of the South Pacific Forum. The Treaty  reinforces
the non-proliferation undertakings already given by Member States through adherence
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. It gives expression to

/ . . .
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the desire of all parties that the South Pacific should not be used as a testing
ground for nuclear weapons or as 0 dumping ground for nuclear waste. Pnrtiee  also
undertake to prevent the stationing of nuclear explosive devices in their
territories, New Zealand’s Nuclear Free Zone, Disarmament and Arms Control Act
implements the provisions of the Treaty of Rarotonga in New Zealand’s domestic law.

3, The nuclear-free eone created by the Treaty of Rarotonga does not exist in

isolation. To the east it is abutted by the Latin American zone and to the south
by the zone created b: the Antarctic Treaty of 1961. 1/ New Zealand values the
Antarctic Treaty not just because of the nuclear-weapon-free and demilitarised sane
it establishes for Antarct’  ....a but because for 20 years it has effectively
guaranteed the stability of the region south of New Zealand.

4. At the national level, the Government of New Zealand has created a new
Ministerial portfolio for Disarmament ane Arms Control. It symbolises the
fundamental importance that New Zealand accords to the objectives of disarmament
and arms control. In addition, the Government has created a Public Advisory
Committee on Disarmament and Arms Control to provide advice to the Government on
disarmament and arms control matters and to publish reports on such matters. The
Committee also has responsibility for making recommendations on the granting of
money from the Peace and Disarmament Education Trust, which has the objective of
advancing education on peace and disarmament and thereby promoting international
peace, arms control and disarmament. The fund has also supported the work of local
non-governmental organisations involved with peace making.

5, New Zealand has made voluntary contributions to the World Disarmament Campaign
in recognition of the value of the campaign’s role 111 disseminating factual
information on the arms race and disarmament and its assistance  with the
establishment of regional and institutional arrangements for the implementation of
the Campaign’s objectives. Through the efforts of the Campaign, valuable
programmes have been undertaken, including regional meetings and seminars on
disarmament issues.

6. The Government  of New Zealand was pleased to be associated with the
establishment of the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in
Asia, at Kathmandu, which has as its objectives the provision of support for
disarmament initiatives and activities of the States of the region, including the
Pacific region, and the co-ordination of activities under the World  Disarmamellt
Campaign I New Zealand has made a voluntary contribution towards the costs of
running the Regional Centre and a representative of New  Zealan~l  pi~~~ticiyatecl in the
inaugural meeting of the Centre in January  1989.  New  Zanlnnd  cxpn(!l-r. 1-n hovp nn
active and fruitful relationship with the Centr-..

7. New Zealand has supported the Australian initii-ltive t o cullvt!lu* ti I ~qiorl;\  I
seminar on chemical weapons, designed to encourage Pacific:  i1ut1 1it1111 I\--E;l:;( A!; i il
regional support for the draft chemical weapons convention. NQW %~!cI 1 i\lld
contributed a paper on States’ obligations under- thtf draft-  c:onvt!II(  .!CIII I (I t.lli-\t
seminar, held at Canberra in early August Inn?.

/ . . .
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NIGERIA

[Original: English]

[3 July 19891

1. Nigeria's external relations in the African region, in general, and in the
West African subregion, in particular, are predicated on harmonious relations and
good neighbourliness. In fulfilment of this goal, Nigeria has consistently played
key roles in the resolution of conflicts between countries of the West African
subregion either in concert with other countries or within the context of the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).

2. Notable actions in this area are the following:

(a) Nigeria's peace initiative that resulted in the early and prompt
resolution of the conflict involving Liberia and Sierra Leone in 1987. This was
achieved with the collaboration of Togo;

(b) Intervention by Nigeria (in concert with Togo) in the Mauritania/Senegal
clashes, with a view to restore peaceful relations between the two estranged
neighbours.

3. Nigeria's efforts in the promotion of disarmament on the continental level
include active participation in the programmes of the United Nations Regional
Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa, based at Lomi, to which Nigeria renders
moral and financial support. In March 1989, the Nigerian Government contributed
the amount of $50,000 to the Centre.

4. Finally, among other efforts, Nigeria recently co-sponsored and hosted the
first ever Regional Disarmament Training Course in Africa, held at Lagos from 3 to
7 April 1989. The Seminar was attended by 21 African nations from different parts
of the continent - north to south and east to west.

PAKISTAN

[Original: Enqlish]

[5 July 19891

1. The efforts of the international community to move towards the ideal of
general and complete disarmament are guided by the inherent human desire for
genuine peace and security, elimination of the dangers of war and the release of

economic, intellectual and other resources for peaceful pursuits.

2. The essential guidelines for progress towards general and complete disasmament
were adopted at the tenth special session of the General Assembly, the first
special session devoted __ disarmament. Unfortunately the goals and objectives
accepted at the session are nowhere near achievement.

/ . . .
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3. While some hope for progress in the field of disarmament at the global level
has been ongendered in recent years through the negotiations for nuclear
disarmament between the two super powers, it is the view of E’akiatan  that sustained
efforts are needed within the framework of the Conference I-m Disarmament and under
the umbrella of the United Nations to make progress on th- entire range of
disarmament issues.

4. An important dimension of the global security environment that demands
attention and redress is the danger posed to the security of smaller States by the
militarisation and aggressive postures af larger States aimed at exercising
regional domination and hegemony.

5, Pakistan has for a number of years advocated a regional approach to nuclear
and conventional disarmament. Pakistan believes that it is only through such an
approach that the diverse situations and perspectives of a particular region, which
may not be applicable globally, can be given appropriate attention and
consideration with a view to the evolution of remedial measures. Such an approsch
can also take into account the relationships among the regional countries as well
as the interaction between them and external powers so that the legitimate security
concerns of all can be addressed.

6. In the South Asian context, Pakistan looks forward to promoting  a regional and
bilateral framework of disarmament, security and confidence-building measures,
Pakistan’s proposals for the establiehemnt of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South
Asia, mutual inspection of nuclear facilities, simultaneous accession to the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, a joint declaration regarding
non-acquisition or manufacture of nuclear weapons, mutual acceptrrnce  of
international safeguards, a bilateral or r8gj Jnal nuclear test 1~~1  treaty, mutually
acceptable ratios of armed forces and restraint over military oxponditures, etc.
are all designed to promote disarmament, confidence building and regional
security, Pakistan is encouraged by Its agreement with India not. to attack each
other’s nuclear facilities as an important first step towards achieving those
o b j e c t i v e s .

7. A collective endeavour by countries at the regional level 1,~ Promote
disarmament and enhance security at the lowest possible levels 01: nrmamenta if; an
indispensable corollary to their advocacy of globA tlisawwwl~t.. t’i+kj.st.RIl 1x1  I ieves
that a regional approach would effectively promote IlutZleilr non-pro I i Eorntion  ;\nd
disarmament and would strengthen the securj t.y of smell  let- c*r)urll-r:ic.lt:,  thrlr;
contributing to international peace and security. The g 10b0 I 1111tl  I-oy iclno 1.
approaches to disarmament complement each other  aucl  CAIN,  t.lw~  ~1111 11, 1~ ~~III:SIIC!I~
s imul taneously .

R. Pakistan believes that t.ho following step:: ~11n11lrl  tw t i\ktltl II) III  cunc)l  (1 t 1111

regional approach to llisarmament  :

(a) The United NAtiOll:; :;tioulcl  1~!ncl i 1.:;  :;ut:~po~  I t.(r I tit) 13~0 I III i (III 11 I

conridencle-bu.ilding  measures At. t:hc? 1'PgiClrlill  I4’Vf’  I . Init iill ivo:: II), 1 f!ctirllli\I  ::I,\t *>!:

in this field as well as for disarmament, non--pro:liI  I)r,iit  ion i1nc.1 ::PCII~-i  t y :;hou III I>(!
encouraged and supported:

/ . . *
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(b) Outetanding  differences/disputes  among  regional  States should  be resolved
by g r a c e f u l  meana i n  order t o  promote the process of regional  disarmamentr

(c) Agreements should  be concluded for mutual restraint in arms acquisit.ion,
non-proliferation and confidence-building measures. Policies of interference,
intervention, domination, coercion or the use or threat of force in any form
whatsoever should  be renounced)

(d) The regional  States should endeavour to establish a mutually acceptable
military  equilibrium among themselves. The measures to create regional balance
could include creation uf nuclear-weapon-free monee,  renunciation oE the
acquirition  of weapons of ma88 destruction, radiological  weapons and certain types
of advanced weapons, and agreed  ceilings  in armed forces, conventional weapons  and
military  erpenditureer

(0) Institutions and mechanisms ehould  be created that can facilitate
dirarmament and security initiatives at the regional level:

(f) Once a degree of mutual confidence has been achieved, the regional States
may evolve joint and co-ordinate8  positions regarding  external threats to the
r e g i o n ,  including the presence o f  foreign forces in t h e  vicinItyi

(9) A frroh United Nation0  etudy chould be aonduoted by the Searetary-Qeneral
With the help o f  a group o f  govsrnnlentpl experts on the r e g i o n a l  approach to
disarmament, specifically analysing tnreats to the eecurity of small States and
ruggertin remedial measures.

POLAND

[Uriginol:  Engl ish]

[7 September 19891

1. In its efforts to promote peace and international security as well as the best
conceived  interests of its own national  eecurity, Poland has traditionally striven
to contribute significantly  to the development  of international co-operation  and a
dialogue dn dioarmametit  in Europe. Ad a rule, those efforts havo focused on the
most rmnritive area on that continent - Central Europe, where two opposed
politico-Military  bloc6 are in direct  contact,

a. Poiatid’e  commitment to regional security and disarmament in ~:~~rnpr!,
particularly in it.8 central part, found its practicttl reElectiol1 i II ::II(*)I
initiatives ae, uu, the concept for a nuclenr-free zone (t.1~ Pnpecki  l’.Lon)
and the idea of a nuclear arms freeze (the Gomulka Plan). Unfor\.umat:e.Ly,  a t  that
time, neither of them found favourable .external conditions for t F!i:\l  izi\I  ion.

3, A conceptual expression of Polish interest in regional c\.i.~i\~~~~~~tn~tll  i:; 1.11(1 plan
?f 1987 to decrease armaments and increase confidence in Europe, known ao the
Jaruzelski  Plan (see A/43/411). This latest proposal amplified ~ncl sP”(!il:ic-!tl iu
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subsequent documenti  issued by the Government of Poland has corresponded  to o\.her
diearmsment  concepts regarding Europe and has enriched a disarmament offer of the
socialist States. The essence of the Plan is to reduce and disporee  the military
potentials in Central Europe.

4. The Plan calls for the removal, in a balanced way, of the existing  asymmetries
and disproportions in mutually agreed categories of weapons.

5. The Plan puts epeaial  emphaeie  on the elimination of the pooeibility of the
undertaking of offensive operations, particulerly the possibility of c;\rprise
attack, by converting military potentials into strictly defenejva  onas. To this
end, it proposes a number of undertakings aimed at reducing an9 limiting both
tactical nuclear weapons and the moat destructive kinds of convenLiona1  weapons,
without envisaging their direct linkage.

6. It alsr envisages far-reaching mechanisms for verification oi compliance with
the undertaken commitments as well a6 new confidence- and securi1.y-building
measures I

7. It provides for such an evolution of the nature of military doctrines nnd
concepts that they could be recriprocally assessed as being strictly deIeno.lvu.

6. In launching the initiative, Poland has assumed that the presF,nt  shnpo  of
political relations in Europe does not,,justify  the existing high level of a:-moments
and military preparedness, particularly the concentration of armed Lorces in
Centrsl  Europe. This assumption was based on the conviction that. the dominat.i.on  of
the military factor in East-West relations  had been caused by a lack of mutua.l.
confidence and the long-fixed image of the other side aa an enemy and a potent.lal
aggressor.

9. The enlarged military arsenals in Europe have become a source of threat rather
than an assurance of the peaceful development of the continent. The danger of an
outbreak of nuclear conflict in Europe has been heightened  by the presence of
nuclear arm8 on the continent, especially of the highly destabilizing tactics1
nuclear forces and of the battlefield weapons and by t!le NATO war doct.ri,re’s
provieion of the poseibility of the first use of nuclllar weapono. CoIlVenti~ni~l
military arsenals whose destructive power in a possible armed cotrflir!:1-.  11;
multiplied by the continuing technological arms racr? have creatncl  ;rl:c,I;her fi\c:I.c)r
that has reinforced the sense of insecurity. The exist;euc!e  01’ ~III ~\pp~‘ox .imr\t.+l
military balance  between NATO States and Warsaw Treaty States on the European
continent cannot assure military stability, both bec:aur;e of t.he I ;\l.ge  I;ci+le or
military potentials involved and the charficter of the militnry (Io(‘t.1-ine(:  ilncl
strategies and because of the structures of each otller’s  milit ;-try Ijot-ellt  iklls, which
are reciprocally perceived as offensive.

10. The following long-term objectives are set. forth in t-.he  1’0 I i ::l\  i 11 i t i ;\t i VII:

( a )  T o  coIltribute, to the highest degree, 1.u t-he ~~cc.luct,it)~l  (11 I Iic~ I (11+’ IIT llw
military factor in East-WeGt  reletiOnS iI1 Europe;

/ * . .
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(b) To establish durable premises for military stability in Europe, based on
quantiatively reduced and restructured military potentials;

(c) To prevent, taking into account the inevitable process of the
dcnuclearization of Europe, the establishment of the conventional deterrence;

(d) To strengthen the sense of security of all European States, especially in
central Europe, by eliminating the eossibility of the outbreak of war on the
continent.

11. The Jaruxelski Plan is, therefore, a framework for efforts covering all
outstanding issues of European security in the military area.

12. An important platform for Polish disarmament efforts is the Vienna talks
involving the 23 NATO and Warsaw Treaty States on conventional armed forces in
Europe and the negotiations on confidence- and security-building measures of the 35
CSCE States.

13. The present improvement in East-West relations creates favourable conditions
for the success of the talks. Poland aims at reaching as soon as possible an
agreement on force and arms reductions to mutually agreed upon levels, with
particular attention to the Central European States.

14. Poland also supports the developmept of existing and the introduction of new
confidence- and security-building measures in Central Europe that would also cover
autonomous air and naval operations. Poland is for the limitation of military
activities, including their scale, number and duration, for greater exchange of
information on military activities and its greater openness and predictability, and
for improved conditions for observation and inspection.

15. Paland has.unilaterally  decided to cut down its.armed forces,.to reduce.,
military spendings and to restructure its own forces. The 1989 defence spendings
will be cut by 4 per cent in comparison with the figure for 1988 and will go down
from 7.7 in 1988 to 5.5 per cent of the overall national budget in 1989. By the
end of 1990, Poland will have reduced its military potential by 55,000 troops,
1,269 tanksi 925 armoured personnel carriers, 1,150 cannons, 274 fighter aircraft
and a number of other military equipment. A total of 50 combat units will be
disbanded,

96,. Poland has followed with great interest the United Nations erforts in the
field of disarmament. It attaches a particular importance to their outcome and .

takes them into account in defining its approach to the guestion of disarmame~~t,
inCludihq'~that"dri  UG'Fegional scale.

17. In the future, Poland intends to continue to focus its effort-s on disarmament
in Europe, particularly in its central part. Since, in its view, n
non-confrontational pattern of European security would strengthen peace aud
international security and would facilitate disarmament efforts ill other r.ecljr)n:;
afid on the global scale.
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