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QUESTION OF ANTARCTICA

I have the honour to transmit to you her :with, in French and Engliah, the
press rrleaso issue4 by the Prosidetnt  of the Preparatory Moating  of the
XVth A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y  Conaultstive  Merting, which wa8  held at  Parir on 9  to
13 May 1989.

X should be  grateful  i f  you would have this  letter and the attached presa
releasa  circulated an a document of the General Arrsembly  under itom 70 of the
p r e l i m i n a r y  l i s t .

(&igxmsl)  Pierre-Louis BLANC
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A N N E X

The Proparatory  Moot ing of  the XVth Antarct ic  Treaty  Conrul tat ivo  Meeting was
held in Paris from 9 to 13 May 1989.

The par t i c ipan t8  a t  th i s  m o o t i n g  wore the 2 2  conrultative P a r t i e s  a n d  1 6  o f
t h r  1 7  other Stator  t h a t  ore mombsrr  o f  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  Treaty.

T h e  m a i n  purpoao o f  meeting was  the  prepara t ion  o f  the  dra f t  Agenda  o f  t h e
XVth Consul tat ive  Moating to  be  held  in  Paris  f r o m  9  to 19 October  1989 and to
decide o n  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  organisations  t o  a t t e n d  the XVth A n t a r c t i c
Treaty  Conrul tat ivo  Meet ing.

M a t t r r r  rolatiq  t o  the protection  o f  the A n t a r c t i c  environment  were the focur
o f  attention o f  th* mooting, Among  othera,  item6 for  the next agenda wore i nc luded
on:

H u m a n  impuct o n  the A n t a r c t i c  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  wartm d i s p o s a l ;

Effoctr  o f  tourirm;

P r o t e c t e d  areaat

Marine pol lut ion and mari t ime uafotyt

The r o l e  o f  Antarc t i ca  i n  g loba l  change ,  i nc lud ing  the  o z o n e  l a y e r .

Particular l mphasia was placed on an item setting forth an init iative to
integrate  new measures  with  exis t ing on08 to  complete  a comprehensive  framework f o r
the  protect ion of the  Antarct ic  environment.

Delegations took advantage of their attendance at the Meeting to receive a
report on the actions taken to respond to a recent accident to a vessel in
Antarc t i ca  (Bah ia  de  Paraiso).

T”* repor t  described the extensiv6 co -opera t ion  among  Partiea  t o  t h e  T r e a t y  t o
deal  w i th  the  accident  and  mi t i ga t e  i t s  a f f ec t  on  the  env i ronment ,  i nc lud ing
monitoring of  any long-term impacts .

They a lso  acknowledged the  need  to  I?arn the  leeaons from this  experience in
bu i ld ing  upon  ex i s t i ng  moauuroa t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

I t  w a s  recognised  t h s t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  b e  l a u n c h e d  a t  t h e  XVth A n t a r c t i c
Treaty  Consul tat ive  Meet ing wo;.ld  provide the  necessary bas is  for  reaching those
o b j e c t i v e s .


