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1. The General Assembly at its thirteenth session, having considered chapber IIL
of the report of the Imbterpmationasl Law Commission covering the work of its

tenth session,l

which contained dveft articles and commentaries on diplomatic

intercourse and immunities, adopted on 5 December 1958 resolution 12§48 (XIII), a
portion of the operative part of which read as follows:

59-20288

"2, Invites Member States to submit their comments on the

draft

articles concerning diplematic intercourse and imunities not lﬁter than

1 June 1959;

5. Requests the Secretary-Genersl to circulate such comments so as
to facilitate the discussion of the subject at the fourteenth session of

the General Assembly;

4., Decides to include the item entitled 'Diplometic inbercourse and

impunities' in the provisional agende of its fourteentn session

with a view

to the early conclusion of a conventlon on diplomatic intercourge and

Immunities;
5. Decides to consider at 1ts fourteeuth session tThe ques
vhat bofy the formulation of the comvention should be entrusted,
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2. In accordance with operative paragraph 2 of thet resolution, Member States
submitted their comments on the International Lew Commission'e draft articles.
These comments vere reproduced in document A/4164 end Add.1-T.

3. At its 803rd plenary meeting on 22 September 1959, the General Assembly
placed the item entitled "Diplomatic intercourse and immunitlies" on the agenda of
its fourteenth session and sllocated it to the Sixth Comuittee.

k. The Committee considered this item at its 632nd to 638th meetings on

12 to 20 November 1959.

Proposal and smendments

5. The Committee had before it a draft resoclution submitted by the following
twenty Powers: Belgium, Cambodla, Ceylon, Cuba, Czechoslovekia, Federation of
Malays, Chena, Greece, Iraq, Ttaly, dJapan, Mexico, Nepal, Pekistan, Polend,
Portugal, Tunisia, United Areb Republic, United Kingdom of Grest Britain and
Northern Ireland and Yugoslevia (A/C.6/L.455 and Add.1-3).
6. The operative part of this draft resolutlion read as follows:
"l. Decides that an intermatiomal conference of plenipotentiaries shall
be convoked to consider the question of diplometic intercourse and immunities
and to embody the results of its work in an international convention,

together with such ancillery instruments as may be necessary:

2., Requests the Secretary-General to convoke the conference at
(Wew York, Geneva, Vienna) not leter then the spring of 1961;

3. Invites seues

b, Invites the specialized agencies and the Ilnterested inter-government.
organizations to send observers to the conference;

5. Requests the Seecretary-General to present to the conference all
relevant documentetion, and recommendatlions concerning ite methods of work and
procedures, and other questions of an administrative nature;

6. Requests the Secretary-Genmeral to arrenge also for the necessary
gtaff and facilities which would be required for the conference;

T+ Refers to the conference chapter ITI of the report of the
Internationel Law Commlssion covering the work of its tenth session, as the
baslis for 1lts consideration of diplomatic intercourse and immunities;

8. Expresses the hope that the conference will be fully attended.”




s

An emendment (£/C.6/L.456 and £dd.1 and 4dd.1/Corr.l) to this draft resolution
vwas submitted by Belglum, Federation of Malaya, Ghana, Greece, Italy, Jepen, '

Mexico, Pakistan end the United Kingdom 6f Great Britaein and Northern Ireland.

‘The emendment proposed the insertion of the following as operative paragraph 3:
"3, Invites sll States Members of the United Nations, States members

of the speclallzed agencles and Stetes parties to the Statute of the

International Court of Justice to participate in the conference and ﬁo include
smong their representatives experts competent in the field to be con%idered;”

8.

Ceylon, Czechoslovakie, Indonesia, Poland, Romania and Yugoslavia aléo

submitted an amendment {A/C.6/L.457/Rev.l and Add.1) to the twenty-Power dreft
resolution, proposing the insertion of the following as operative paragraph 3:

"3. Invites all States to participate in the conference and to

among thelr repreéentatives experts competent in the field to be con
A further emendment (A/C.6/L.459 and Add.1l and 2) was submitted by A

9.

include
sidered."
nstralia,

Cemada, Chile, Colombia, Demmark, Ecusdor, Finlend, Guatemala, Liberia, HNorwey

and the Philippines. It proposed: (1) %o add to the preamble of the draft
resolution two parsgraphs noting thet the Internationsl Law Commission was to
prepare a final draft on consular intercourse and immmities in 1961 ard fto teke

up the subject of ad hoc diplomecy in 1960;
by the following:
"Decides that en international conference of plenipotentiaries

(2) to replace operative par

agraph 1

shall

be convoked to consider the questlons of diplometic and consular intercourse

and immunities and such other related matters as mey be ready at the
and to embody the resulis of 1ts work in oﬁe or more internationsl c
together with such ancillary instruments as may be necessary;"
to replace operative peragraph 2 by the following:

(3)

"Requeste the Secretary-General to convoke & conference in 1963

place to be decided by the General Assembly at a future session;"

end (%) to add to operative paragreph T, after the word "immmities”, t
"and the relevant reports of the International lew Commission as tij
for its consideration of. consular intercourse and immunities and any
related toplcs ready for consideration.”
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10. Chile submitted an emendmept (4/C.6/L.460) to replace the operative part of
the joint dreft resolution (A/C.6/L.455 and Add.l - 3) by the following:

"l. Decides thet the Sixth Committee shall be entrusted with the
drafting of the conventlons on diplometic intercourse snd immunities,
on consular intercourse and immunities, on ad hoc diplomecy and on
lmmunities of inter-governmental orgenizstions as and when the
International Lew Commission submits reports on those guestions;

2. Decides that the resulting conventions shall be open for
signabure by all States;

3. Resolves that the first part of the task meﬁtioned in.
operative paragraph 1 to be underteken shall be that relatlng to
diplomatic intercourse and immmnities, which shall be considered nct
later than at the sixteenth session, in 1961;

L, Urges the Internationel Law Commission to accelerate lis
preparabory work on consular intercourse and immunities, ad hoc
diplomecy and immunities of inter-governmental. organirzations so thai,
if possible, & large mumber of the present members of the Sixth Committee
who have been concermed with the consideration of these guestions shall
be gble to teke part in the study of that work."

11. The Secrebary-Genersl submitted a statement of the financial implications
(4/C.6/1..458) of the twenty-Power draft resolution.

Discussion

12, Under resolution 1288 (XITI) the General Assembly was required merely to
declde to what body the formuletion of & convention on diplomatic intercourse

and immunities should be entrusted.

13. Most representatives expressed themselves in favour of convenlng & conference
of plenipotentisries to draft a convention.

14. Home representatives considered that that task could be underitaken by the
gixth Committee; however, several representatives pointed out that, while such &
course was finenclally sttractive, 1t lnvolved many technical problems and the
fixth Committee might teke several sessions to adopt a convention.

Juns




/5505
English
Page 5

15. Since it was found that the majority favoured the convening of & conference,
discussion centred on four main points: (1) the programme of the conference,

(2) the States to be invited, (3) the opening date, and (4) the place of the
conference,

16. With regard to the programme, seversl representetives expressed the view that
the conference should deal only with the guestion of diplomatic privileges and
imwunities,

17. Other representatives held that the questions of consuler privileges and
immunities and ad hoc diplomacy should be added to the list in view ofi thelr
connexion with diplomatic privileges and immunities.

18. On the subject of the States to be invited to attend, tvwo views emerged.

Some representailves wanted gll States to be invited. They argued that‘
discrimination against particular States wes inadmissible, gravely d.e'tr%i.mental to
the interests of the United Nations, end incompetlble with the Purposes: and
Princlples of the Charter. Other representetives, in accordance wilth ai rrachice
followed by the United Nations hitherto, wished to invite only States Members of
the Unlted Hations and the specialized agencies and States parties to the Stetute
of the Internationel Court of Justice. They held that a decision to invite all
States would place the Secretery-General in the awkward position of he.viing to decide
to whom invitationa should be sent, :

19. The question of the opening date of the conference was linked with that of
the progremme, the only text at present in existence being thet on dipl{oma‘bic
privileges and immunities; in principle the Internationsl Taw Commissidn was not
expected to sdopt & final text on conmsulsy privileses and immunitles un!'bil' its
1961 session or to take up the subject of ad hoc diplowacy until its 1960 session.
20. Those representatives vwho favoured limitlng the conference to the subject of
diplometic privileges and immunities wished 1t to be convened in the spring of 1961,
21. Those who wilisched diplomatbic and consuler privileges and imminities and ad hoc
diplomecy toc be discussed at the same conference expressed a preference for 1963,
22, Wilth regard to the meeting-pls.ée , gome representatives favoured tﬂe Europesan
Office of the United Nations, others, for reasons of both flnence and convenience,

preferred Headguerters in New York.
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23. The representative of Austrie, renewing sn offer made st the previcus session,
stated that if the Assembly decided to hold the comference outslde New York, his
Goverument would deem it an honour to invite the conference to meet at Vienna in
commemorstion of the Congress of 1815,

2L, Generally spesking, the response to this proposal was very favourable, but
many representatives expressed concern over its financiel implications. In the
course of the discussion the Austrian Government anmounced theat it was prepared to
meet the additional costs involved in meeting &t Vienna, up to & total of $l§0,00§.
Several representatives expressed their satisfaction and thelr gratitude to the
Austrian Government, and the Committee decided without opposition to recommend
that the conference should be held at Vieuns.

Voting

25. At 1ts 638th meeting, on 20 November, the Sixth Commlttee tock & vote on the
twenty-Power draft resolution (A/C.6/L.455 and Add,1-3) and the smendments
thereto. The results of the voting were as follows:
(a) The paragraph 2 recommended by Chile in its emendment (4/C.6/L.460) was
rejected by bl votes to 24, with 12 abstentions. The vote was teken by roll-call,
with the followlng result:
In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Bulgaria, Byelorussien Soviet Socialist
Republie, Ceylon, Chile, Czmechoslovakia, Guines, Hungary, Indla,
Indonesia, Irag, Iibye, Moroeco, Nepal, Foland, Romania, Saudi
Arabla, Sudan, Ukrainian Soviet Sociaelist Republic, Union of
Soviet Sociallst Republics, Unlted Arab Republic, Yemen,
Yugoslavia.

Agpinst: Argentine, Australis, Austria, Belgium, Brezil, Canade, Chins,
Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuedor, El Salvador,
Federation of Malaya, Finland, France, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala,
Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, Iren, Treland, Israel, Italy, Japen,
Lebanon, Liberia, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlends, New Zealand,
Wicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Fhilippines, Sweden, Thailand, United
Kingdom of Great Britaein and Northern Irelend, United States of
Americe, Venezuela. .

Abstaining: Burra, Cembodis, Colombis, Cuba, Ethiopias, Jordan, Paname, Peru,
Portugal, Tunisls, Turkey, Union of South Africa. /.,.
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(b} The remeinder of the Chilean amendment was rejected by 54 votes to 6,
wlth 18 abstentions.
(¢) Parsgraph 2 of the eleven-Power amendment (A/C.6/L.459 and Add.l end 2)
was rejected by 39 votes to 25, with 1L sbstentions. The vote was teken by roll-
) call, with the following resulb: |

In favour; Australis, Burme, Cenads, Chile, China, Colombla, dosta Rles,
Demmark, Ecuador, El Salvador, Finlend, France, Ghﬂna, Guatemala,
Haiti, Iceland, Irelsnd, Isrsel, Liberla, Nicaragud Norway,
Phillppines, Sweden, Turkey, Uruzuay.,

Against: Afghanisten, Albenia, Argentina, Austrie, Belgium, Brazil,
Bulgeria, Byelorusslen Soviet Socialist Republic, Cembodia,
Ceylon, Cuba, Czechoslovekla, Federation of Malaya, Greece,
Hungery, Indle, Indonesis, Irag, Jordan, Lebanon, Ilbys, Mexlco,
Moroeeo, Nepal, Netherlsnds, New Zealend, Paklstan, Poland,
Portugal, Homenle, Sewdi Avablae, Suden, Tunlsle, Ukreinien Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Scelelist Bepuqlics, United
Arab Republic, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Horthern
Ireland, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Absteining: Dominlcan Republic, Ethiopie, Gulnea, Honduras, Iran, Italy,
Japen, Iuxembourg, Panema, Peru, Thellend, Unlon of South Africa,
United States of America, Venezuela. |

(1) The Committee then decided, by 49 votes to 1, with 22 abstentions, not
to vote on the remeinder of the eleven-Power smendment. _

(e) The nine-Power smendment (A/C.6/L.456 and Add.l and Add.l/Corr.l)} was
adopted by 51 votes to 21, with 7 abstentions. The vote was taken by roll-call,
with ﬁhe following result.

In favour: Awrgentina, Australis, Austris, Belglum, Brazil, Buﬁma, Cambodis,

Canade, Chile, China, Costa Rlice, Dermark, Dominicqn Republie,
Ecuador, FEl Salvador, Federstion of Melsya, Finland, France, Ghana,
Greece, Guatemsla, Heltl, Honduras, Icelend, Iran, Ireland,

Isreel, Itely, Japan, Lebanon, Idlberia, Luxembourg, Mexlco, Nepal,
Netherlends, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norwey, Peklstan, Pansma,
Philippines, Spain, Sweden, Thallend, Tunisia, Turkey, Union of
South Africe, United Kingdom of Great Britain end Northern
Ireland, United States of America, Urugusy, Venezugla.
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Ageinst:

Abstaining:

(In viev of this vote, the six-Power smendment (4/C.6/L.45T/Rev.l and
Rev.1l/Add.1l) was not put to the vote.)
(f) The twenty-Power draft resolution (A/C.6/L.455 end Add.1-3) (except the

Afghenisten, Albania, Bulgeria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Ceylon, Czecheslovekia, Guines, Hungery, India,
Indonesls, Iraq, Morocco, Poland, Romanla, Saudi Arebla, Budan,
Ukrainian Soviet Soclalist Republic, Union of Sovlet Boclalist
Republics, United Areb Republic, Yemen, Yugoslavie.

Colomble, Cuba, Ethiopia, Jordan, Libya, Peru, Portugal.

place of the conference) was adopted by 67 votes to 1, with 11 abstentions. The
vote was taken by roll-call with the followlng result:

In favour:

Against:
Abstaining:

(g) The Committee decided by 70 votes to none, with 8 abstentions, that the
conference should be held at Vienna.

Afghenistan, Albenla, Argentina, Austria, Belglum, Brazil,
Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorusslen Soviet Soclallst Republle,
Cambodie, Ceylon, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Demmark, Ecuador, Bl
Selvedor, Federatlon of Malaye, Finland, France, Ghana, Greece,
Guatemals, Guinea, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Indlia, Indonesla,
Tren, Iraq, Irela.nd, Italy, Japan, Jorden, Lebanon, Iiberia,
Tibya, Laxembourg, Mexico, Moroceo, Nepel, Netherlends, New
Zealend, Nicaregue, Norway, Pakisten, Paname, Phililppines,
Polend, Portugal, Romenie, Saudi Arebla, Spain, Suden, Sweden,
Theilend, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of South Africa, Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics,
United Arsb Republic, United Xingdom of Great Britein a;nd.
Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Peru.

Austrelis, Cenede, Chile, China, Colombila, Costa Rlea,
Dominican Republic, Ethiopla, Haitl, Israel, Unlted States of
Anericea.
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Recommendation by the Sixth Committee

26. The Sixth Committee accordingly recommends that the Ceneral Asgenmbly adopt
the following draft resolution: !

Internationsl conference of plenipotentiaries
on diplomatic intercourse and immunitiles ‘

"The General Assembly,
Recalling that, by its resolution 1288 (XIII) of 5 Decemer 1958, it
decided to Ilnclude in the provisional agenda of its fourteenth session the
question entitled 'Diplomstic intercourse and immmnities' with a view to
the early conclusion of a cénvention on diplomatic intercourse| and
irminities,
Believing that the codification of the rules of internstional law in
this field would assist in promoting the purposes and principleé of the
Charter of the United Natlons,
Lls Decldes that an internetional conference of plenipotﬁntiaries
shall be convoked to consider the question of diplomstic interiourse and
lmminities and to embody the results of its work in an interna%ional
convention, together with such sncillary instruments as may beénecessary;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to convoke the conference at Vienna
not leter then the spring of 1961; ‘

3« Invites all States Members of the United Nations, States members -
of the speciallzed agencles and States partles to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice to participate in the conferencé and to
Include among their representatives experts competent in the f;eld o be
consldered;

k., Invites the specialized sgencies and the interested inter-
governmentel organizations to send observers to the conference;

5« BRequests the Becretary-General to present to the conference all
relevant documentation, and recommendations concerning its metﬁods of work
and procedures end other questions of an adminlstrative nature!

6. Requests the Secretary-Genersl to arrenge also for tie necessary
etaff and facilitles which would be required for the cdnferenci;
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T. DBefers to the conference chapter III of the report of the
Inernational Law Commission covering the work of its tenth session,g as
the bagis for its consideration of diplomatic 1ntercourse.and Immunitieg;

8. Expresses the hope that the conference will be fully attended.”

o o o

g/ Official Records of the Genersl Assembly, Thirteenth Session, Supplement No. 9
(A/3859 and Corr.l).






