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The meeting was called to order at 3.30 P .1Il.
TRIBUTE 'ID T"riE Ma.ORY OF MR. NAGBNDRA SINGR, Ml!MBER AND PORMER PRESIDENT OF THEINTERNATIONAL OOURT OF JUSTICE

TRIBUTE 'JX>THB MEMORY OF MR. BFRNT CAR!SSON, UNITED NATIONS OOMMISSIONER. FOR NJlMIBIA

The' PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish). It is wi th deep regret that
I must inform the Asselli)ly that Mc 0 Naqendra Singh, memer and former President of

the International Court of Justice, passed away on 11 December 1988 in The Hague.
Judge Nagendra Singh, a distinguished diplomat and jurist, had a long and close

association with the Olited Nations as a representative of India to many sessions
of the General AsseJli)ly and to conferences oonvened under the auspices of the

United Nations, and as a menber of the International law Commission. I am sure I
interpret the sentiments of the Assenbly in expressing the conCblences of the

General Assembly to the family of Mr. Nagendra Singh and to the President of the
Cour t and his a>lleagues. I should also like to ask the delegation of India to

accept and transmit to the GcYITernment of India and tn Mr. Nagendra Singh's bereaved
family our expression of sympathy at this sad loss.

We have also learned with great sorrow of the t.ragic death yesterday of our

highly esteemed colleague Md recently reappointed United Nations Comissioner for

Namibia, Mr. Bernt Carlsson. His death has occurt'ed at a time wh8'l the

long-awaited independence of Namibia is at last in sight. Mr. Carlsson, who was

a~assacbr at large and special emissary of the late Prime Minister Olof Palme of

United Nations. I should also like to ask the delegation of Sio1eden to accept and

-

Sweden, will not see the fruits of his labour.

first appointed Con'dllissioner in December 1986 after distinguished service as

transmit to the Governrr~nt of Sweden and to Mr. Bernt Carlsson's bereaved family

On behalf of the Asseflt)ly and on IIPJ own behalf, I express our heartfelt

condolences to the family of Mr. Car lsson and to the secretary-General of the

our expression of sympathy at their tragic loss.

. .: .... : t • :. "'"'' • • .. ~ </.,.... ..,
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I now invi te the memars of the Assenbly 1:0 stand and obscve a minute of
silence in tribute to the MelDry of Mr. Nagendra Singh and Mr. Bernt Carlsson.
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(The Pres iden t)

m

The' melllbers'of' the' General' Assellbly' obscved' a'lIinu te'of sUence.
The PREmPNT (interpretation from Spanish), I call nQ;t u~n th\!

Secre tary-Gen eJ:' al.

'!'he' SECRETARY-GENERAL, I should like to associate myself with the 91' ief
that has been expressed concKning the death of Judge Nagendra Singh.

Judge Singh brought great distinction over many ye~rs to the International
Court of Justice and to the thi ted Nations as a whole. He was a most eminent
jurist whom I counter] allDng l'If/ personal friends.

I have expressed to the President of the COurt, to the GoveE'nment of India and
to Mrs. Singh rrtf sincere concblences, which I know are shared by all my colleagues.

It is a very sad duty for me to express my deep regret and that of my
colleagues in the secretariat at the untimely and tragic passing yesterday ofBernt Carlsson. The circumstances no less than the noment of his death have come
as a great shock to all of us. He wUl be greatly missed.

Mr. Carlsson was appointed Commissioner for Namibia in 1986 and was
reappointed just recently. He was a true friend of the Namibian .people. He served
this Organization with exemplary devotion and distinction, and constantly adhered
to the internationalist pr mciples that guided his pol itical career. It is a
natter of grea t sorrow that he will not see an independent Namibia join the
colll1\unity of nations as a Hemel' of this Organization.

In Plying tribute to Mr. Carlsson, I should also like to express my gratitude
to his tDuntry, Sweden, which over the years has offered this Organ ization the
services of so many of its eminent nationals.

May I ask the representative of Sweden, on ftPJ behalf and on behalf of my
colleagues, to convey to the family of Mr. Carlsson our heartfelt condolences._..--------------------
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ACZNDA 1'1'EM 8 (con tin tied)

ADOPl'ION OF THE AGBtI>A AN> ORGANIZATION OF WORK' RBOJPST IOR THE INCLUSION OF AN
ADDITIONAL StB-ITItI SmMl'l'TED BY THE SECRBmRY-GBNERAL (A/43/248)

The' PRMIDEHT (interpretatien frcm Spanish) I The Aasellbly will now

consider the request for the inclusion of an additional sub-item in the agenda of

the forty-third sees ion under agenda item 1S, entitled "Elections to flll vacancies

in pr incipal organs"e In that connection a note by the Secretary-General has been

circula ted in cbcument A/43/248.

In his note the Secretary-General informs the Assenbly that the death of

Judge Nagendra 8ingb of India has resul ted in a vacancy in the International COurt

of Justice and drws the attention of the Assemly to the provisions of the Statute

of the International Court of Justice whereby the memers of the Court shall be

elected by the General Assemly and the security Council and whereby the sec-l3rity

Counoil is tn fix the da te of the election.

Inasmuch as agenda item 15 of the forty-third se3sion of the Assemly does not

includa a sub-i tem tela tine; to the electien to fill this vacancy, it is proposed

that such a sub-i tem should be included in the agenda of the for ty-th ird session on

the understanding that it would not be considered at the present time bu t would be

taken up at a meeting of a resumption of the present session on a date fixed by the

secud ty Counc i1.

Unless there is an objection, I shall take it that the General Assen'bly agrees

that, under the circumstances described in the no~ of the Secretary-General, the

provision of rule 40 of the rules of procedure, whim would require a meeting of

the General Committee on the question of the inclusion en the agenda of a sub-item,

should be waived.

It' was so decided.
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The PRmmENT (interpretation from Spanishh May I also take it that the

Assenb1y wishes to include an addi tiona1 sub-i tem lU'lder agenda item 15 to read as

fol1ows~ "(c) Election of a memer of the International Court of Justice"?

It was 80 deci ded •

ACENDA rr!1H 12 (continued)

REPORT OF THE Ea>NCMIC AND SOCIAL CDUNCIL: CHAPTER; a>N3IDERD> DIRECTLY IN PIBNARY
MEETING (CHAPrERS I, 11, III (SECTIDNS A AND B (a», VI (SECTIDN C) AND VII]
(A/43/3)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish) ~ Menbers vU1 recall that

chapters I, 11, III (sections A and B (a», VI (section C) and VII of the report of

the Economic and Social Council were assigned to plenary meetings fOr consideration.

May I take it that the Assem1y wishes to take note of those chapters of the

report of the Economic and Social Council?

It was' so decided.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish) ~ The Asserrb1y has thus

concluded its considera tion of agenda item 12.
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A<:ENDA lTfJoI 17 (sontinued)

API:oIN'lMEN'lS 'lO FILL VACANCIES IN SUBSIDIARY ORGAM; AY> OTHER API:onnMENTS,

JB/S A/43/PV.85
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(h) APPOIN'lMENT OF MDlBERS OF THE JOINT INSmCnON UNIT (A/43/976)

Th'e PlUiSIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): As is indicated in the note

circulated in cbc:ument A/43/976, the General Asserrbly is required, at its current

sess ion, to appoint a memer of the Joint Inspection thit to fill the vacancy that

will at ise from the expiration on 31 Decenber 1989 of the term of office of

Mr. Kahono Martohadinegoro of Indonesia. As is further indicat!:'1 in the note, the
Assentlly is also required to appoint a memer to fill the vacanc."Y that will ar ise
from the resignation of Mr. Enrique Fe!!:rer Vieyra of Argentina effective

1 Apr 11 1989.

In accordance with the procedures deSet ibed in Article 3, paragraph 1, of the

statute of tha Joint Inspection tbit, the regional groups concerned were consul ted

and it was determined that Indonesia and Argentina, respectively, should be

requested to propose candidates to replace Mr. Martohadinegoro and

Mr. Ferrer Vieyra.

As a result of further conSUltations in accordance with Article 3,

paragraph 2, of the statute of the Joint Inspection U1it, including consultations
with the President of the &::onomic and Social Council and with the

Co""Ordination, I now submit to the Assemly the candidatures of

Inspection Un it for a term commencing on 1 January 1990 and expir ing

Secretary-General in his capacity as Chairman of the Mministrative Committee on

31 Decettber 1994 and of Mr. aaul Quijano of Argentina for a term commencing on

Mr. Kahono Martohadinegoro of Indones ia for appointment as mellber of the Joint

1 April 1989 and expiring on 31 December 1993.

, , ,
", f, ' I•
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('!'he Pres iden t)

Mly I take it that it is the wish of the General A88enbly to aP1»int those
candida tea?

The' PRBSmEN'l' U.nterpretation from Spanishh We have O)ncluded our
consideration of sub-i tem (h) of agenda item 17.

AGBNDA ft. 44

LAUNCHING OF GLOBAL NEmTIA'I'IOH9 ON IN'I'iIlNA'I'IONAL ECDNatIC m~PERATION FORDEVEIOIM~T

The PRmmEH! (interpretation from Spanish), In mnneetion with this
item representatives will recall that on 23 Beptelllber 1988 the Assem!y decided to
include the item in ate agenda of the forty-third session.

Mly I take it that the Auselllbly wishes to defer consideration of this item and

to include it in the provisional agenda of the fbrty-fourth session?

It· was so· decided.

The PRI!SIDIHT (inbtrpretation from Spanish), This mncludes our

consideration of agEnda item 44.

A<ENDA 1'1'1!M 45

tul!S'l'mN OF EtuITABLE REPRJ!SmTATION OH Atf> Di~EASE IN THE MtMBERSHI P OF THESEQJRrry (])tliCIL

The' PIUln»EN'l' (interpretation from Spanish), I understand that there is
no request to consider this itelll at the present aesslon.

That being the case, lIay I take it that the A8sonbly decides to include the

item in the provisional agenda of \~he forty-fourth session?

~ wu so decided.

The PRl!SmlH'l' (interpretation fro. Spanish), This mncludes our

consideration of agenda item 45.
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ACZNDA ITIII 46

ARMPD ISRAELI AG~ESSION AGlUmT TIlE IRAQI NUCLEAR IKBTALLATIOHS All) ITS GRAVE0016BOJBHCBS !OR THE !S'l'ABLISHBD IN'mRNATmNAL S1!S'l'llM CDHCBRNING THE PEACEFUL USESOF NUCLEAR ENERGY, THE _-PROLIFERATION OP NUCLEAR WEAPON; All) INTmHATIONAL PEACEAND SEOJRITY

The PRESmSNT (interpretation from Spanishh It is my understanding that
agenda itell46 should be retained on th0 agenda of the forty-third session of the
Gener&1 Asselllb ly.

May I take it that it is the wish t)f the Assemly to retain the item on the

agenda of the forty-third session?

It was so decided.

ACJl:NDA ITEM 47

(JIBSTIOM 01' aPRUS

The PRSSmENT (interpretAtion from Splmish) ~ Menbers will certainly

recall that on 23 septemer 1988 the Assellbly decided to include this i tu in the

agenda of the present session but deferred any 6ecilSfon on the allocation of the

item to an appropr la te the in the fu tute •

It is ray understanding that it would be desirable to leave the question of

Cyprus open at the present session.

May I take it that the' Asselllbly agrees to that understanding and decides to
retain the item on the agenda of its forty-third session?

It was 80 decid.!.~.

ACJl:MDA 1'1'PM 48

CX>HSBOJBNCES OF THE PR>IDNGATION OP TIlE ARMED CDNPLICT BB'lWBEN IRAN Arm IRAQ

The PRESID,..!!! (interpretation from Spanish), I have received a request

that this item be kept on the agenda of the current se88 ion.
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(The President)

M!ly I teke it that it is the wish of the General Assemly to retain the item

&

on the agenda of the forty-th1rd session?

It was 80 decided.

ORGANIZATJDN OF WORK

The PR!SmBNT (interpretation froll Spanish), Apart from utters that may

arise r ela ting to the agenda and organ ba tion of the curren t sess ion, 0 f whi ch the

General Assembly remains seized, and bear ing in lIind the action already taken at

its 76th, 82nd and 83rd plenary meetings .as well as actim taken SIt the present

meeting concerning agenda itells 15 (c), 46, 47 and 48, the Goneral Assenbly will

retain on the Agenda of the forty-third session the following 6lCJend~ itemu

Item 15 (c) Election of a l'ItenOer of the International C'.ourt of JusticeJ

Item 37 Question of PalestineJ

Item 46 Armed Israeli aggression against the Iraqi nuclear installations

and i ts gl ave eonsequences for the es tabUshed in terna tional

system concerning the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, the

non-Pl'oliferation of nuclear weapons and international peace and

----------_-.._------

Item 47

Item 48

Item 82

Item 137

securitYJ

Ques tion of CyPl' US»

Consequences of the prolonga tion of the armed confl iet between

Iran and IraqJ

Developnent and international emnomic CO-operationJ

Report of the Commi ttee on Rela tions w1 th the Host Coun try.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



JSM/pt A/43/PV.85
11

CDNCLUDING STATIMBNT BY THE PRES mENT

The PRESmENT (interpretation from Spanish), We have thus CX)ncluded our

consideration of the agenda of the forty-third session of the General Assembly.

This session, which has taken place in what we might describa as an exx:eptional

climate, has given us mch food for thought. Many of the events that have occurred

here are freshly engraved in our melIOr 1es, we are all famil iar with them. Because

of their scope, their overriding importance and their significance for the future

of the international CX)mmunity, however, they merit being reCJ1lled to mind this

afternoon.

At the beginning of this session I noted that we were gathering ·st a special

time in noder:n historys The general climte in international relations was

p:)sitive, for the first time, the CX)nfrontational atmosphere of recent decades had

given way to dialogue and oo~pera tion, the new rela tionshi p and disarmament

agreements between the super-Powers and the gradual solution of major regional

confU cts had a t ale and the same ti me fueled and res ul ted from th i1-3 new cH lIB te •

It was our responsibility to ensure that these positive developments were

placed on a sound footing. I believe we can take 9a tisfaction from having fully

discharged our duty in this respect. Ebth the decisions that we have taken and the

tone of the debates have served to strengthen and pronote the process of dialogue

and detente.

Just a few hours ago, in this very building, we witnessed the signing of an

agreement that will at last enable the process of independence for Namibia to

begin. Thus, after a lapse of la years, the United Nations will have the historic

task of putting into effect Security COuncil resolution 435 (1978). In this

connection, I wish to note that in the last several hours a nurrber of delegations

have inqu ired whether I might inform the Assembly on the poss ibili ty of a resumed
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('!'he Pres iden t)

session of the Assenbly to consider the most practical and suitable ways of

contr ibuting financially to the effective and thorough implementation of Security

Council rQ!solution 435 (1978) and to the agreements siCJ'led today in New York by the
representatives of Angola, Cuba and Ebuth Africa.

For the first time the General Assembly has acbpted by consensus and vi thout
discussion a resolution on Afghanistan. 'Ib a greater or lesser extent, the
resolutions on Kampudlea, WesteE'n sahara and the Middle East, also reflected a
promising development.

For its part, the General Assembly had occ:ssfon a few days ago, in Geneva, to
acbpt a series of resolutions which wUl, without question, give new momentum to

the search for a solution to the Palestinian problem. They reflected the grave

concern fel t by the in terna donel communi ty a t the de ter iora ting si tua tion in the
occupied Palestinian terdwriee and at the continued noo-compliance with security
Council and General Assembly resolutions 00 these 1II!ltteE's. In a global framework
of detente, it is vital for all the parties directly involved in the confl ict to

open a dialogue as early as possible, so that peace lIIly finally be restored to the
Middle Eastern region. In this respect, the decision of the United States

Government to ini tie te a substan tive dialogue wi th the Pales tine Libera ticn
Organization (PLO) represents a striking step forward, which I hope will give fresh
inIpetua to the peace process in the region.

Wi th similar concern, the General Assenbly considered the er itical aituation
prevailing in SOUth Africa as a result of the unacceptable policy of apartheid.
The persistence of aparth~.!!!repre8entsa hotbed of tension that imperils

international peace and security. The General Aseenbly reaffirmed its conviction
that the Security Council should im(X)se mandatory sanctions on SOuth Africa

pursuant to Chapter VII of the Char ter •
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Apart from the aforementioned developments in these particularly impoi'tant

In the field of disarmament and in terna tional secud ty, there was a
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in ini tiating the exercise established by resolution 41/213, the Assembly achieved
Cl high degree of agreement on budgetary matters.

tU th respect to social and humanitarian questions" the debates reflected a

pronote.

issues, the forty-third session of the General ASseably maintained a pace of work

significant narrowing of views among delegations~ and a great numel: of resolutions

consonant with the demands of the present circumstances.

developing countries, the progress achieved towards convening a U\ited Nations

Secretary-General in connection with the issue or the external indebtedness of the

any assessment of the outco.. of that work are the role entru5ted to the

conference on environment and development, the international strategy for the

co-operation.

fourth United Nations development decade, and the possibility of holding It special
aessmn of the General Assenbly in 1990 devoted to international economic

dogma tic ideology and reci procal accusa tions.

The recognition of the major char-gee that have b\1en occurring in international
eoonomic relations, their increasingly global end interdependent nature, and the

willingness on the part of all delegations to strive for consensus in the adoption
of texts. Indeed, the way has been paved for candid dialogue, leaving behind

prolonged economic crisis besetting MOat developing countries - particularly the
debtor nations - had an impact on the work of the second Col.1lllittee. tbtevorthy in

were adopted by consensus. The negotiations in this field are undoubtedly passing
through a historic phase whim the multilateral environment should foster and

--------_-.,;---------
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President of the 011 tee! Sta tes, Hr. Ranald Reagan, spoke of the gr ea t challenges

President of the Supre. Soviet, Mr. MikhaU Garbachev, referred to a new age of

It is of great significance to all Memers of the United Nations tn see the

~

responsibility and international relations that reflect a new reality.

peace and security ~d that this year has been marked by fresh developments in

This brief SUIIll8ry confirms that the forty-third session of the General

the O1i ted Hations in this field, an& the Ikaft Ibdy of Principles for the

Promissory tbtes, the Declaration CX1 the Prevention and Remval of Disp.ates and

the Draft Convention en International Bil18 of Exchange and International

the Sixth CollUlittee ca. to a successfUl conclusion with the unanillDus adoption of

In the area of legal raatters, years of work in important subsidiary organs of

scale of usee8_nts, are achievements unprecedented in the history of the

I venture to hope that this process will continue m enhance our Governments I

the current budget, the agreement on the budget out.line for 1990-1991, which

The high percentage of resolutions acbpted vi thout a vote en the

recolllllendation of the Fifth Co_ittee, the adoption of the revised estimates for

launched the nw budgetary cycle, and the resolution just adopted on the future

Assemly has reflected and contr ibuted to the progress that has been made towards

facing the international co_unitYJ then, virtually at the end of our session, the

collJllitment to the Organization, and that the budgetary uncertainties that now beset

U8 will soon disappear entirely.

begiMing of a new relationship, based on disarmament, between the Soviet O1ion Md

the United States. Addressing the Assellbly at the beginning of our session, the

Situations which May Threaten International Peace and Security and on the Ible of
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(The President)

The President of Argentina reflected the feelings of many when, spel2kin9 here

about this new relationship between the United States and the Q)viet Union, he

declared that, four decades after Hiroshima, the poU tical l.'ea11 ties of the nuclear

age were finally being understood.
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Organiz~t..ion's CDntinued existence and richly contributed to this year's promising

problem which calls for the same devotion and enerw. I C::'" referring to the

1lgainst this generally positive backdrop, however, there is a fundamental

possible.

thoooanif51a of staff members of the thi ted Nations system. They have ensured. this

broad-ranging and profotmd contributim to improving olJr world. As a result of the

(The ~res iden t)

A look at the agenda of the General Assembly reveals the United Nations

Many leaders and statesmen have _de the General Assel'fbly their forum. The

recomnendations, studies and conclusions of the various CD11IIIittees, the Assenbly's

gratitude for having so dynamically maintained the role of our Organization on all

fronts - eCDnoJllic, social and political. Our special appreciation and reCDgnition

reinvigoration of the thited Rations, epitolll!zed by the awarding of the tbbel Prize

to the peace-keeping forces, is testimony to the achiwements that have marked this

Organizatien can continue to contribute significantly to world peace have been

year 1988. The role that the United Nations can play and the way in which the

results.

Ha tions peace-keeping forces and other bodies devoted to peace, as well as the

channelled effectively, generously and productively. My sincere and special thanks

Asselllbly I have benefited from the endeavours of each of you. The specific results

go to the chairmen and members of th/)Se coJllJ1littees for having made all this

go to those Member States that have exceeded their obligations, and to the lhited

delllOnstrated. The Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, deserves all our

servoo to confirm the inescapable pr iori ty nature of this question and the urgent

queotion of eCDnomic developnent and social justi~ in the world. This session

achieved in the various committees have proved that our energies have been

work was hic#lly sa tisfactory. In presiding over this seso ion of the General

o

G
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(The President)
need to take specific and concrete initiatives based on consensus. The recogni tionof'interdependence means that we must recognize that the cold war, nuclear weap:>nry
and regional conflicts are not the only threa~ to peace and stability. Time and
again it has become plain in this forum that in the final analysis another
indispensable guar an tee of peace is economic development, and un tU uFeci f1 c
measures are taken to alleviate the unjust economic situation and social status of
two thirds of mankind any achievement in the area of securi ty will remain
precar ious.

The developing countr ies have demonstrated a clear determination to take a
fresh approach to international economic co-Qperation in the light of changing
circumstances. ibr th is reason the warnings and the r eoo1'lll1enda tions of the
Bruntland Commission must be heeded. Our common future, one chosen and designed by
ourselves, niust take a vigorous approach within the economic field and in the area
of environment, not only through a lack of confrontation but through co-opera tion
among our peoples to bring about a n_ international security.

The recognition of the tl'lited Nations achievements is a tribute also to many
world leaders and international citizens who preceded us. The corrmemoration of the
fort.ieth anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights calls to mind an ardent
champion of the United Nations, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, of whom it was said that
she would prefer to light a single candle rather than curse the d.ukness. We have
many candles alight around USJ it is now up to us to keep those flames alive.
SUSPENSION OF THE FORTY-THIRD si1$SION

The PRJ!SIDEN'l' (interpretati<'n f,:om Spanish), Wishing all representatives
a very happy year 1989, I htreby decla~~ the forty-third session of the General
Assembly suspended.

~he meeting rose at 4.05 p.m.
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