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The meeting was called: to order-at- 3.065 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 37 (continued)
QUESTION OF PALESTINE

(a) REFORT OF THE QOMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (A/43/35)

(b) REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/43/272 and A/43/691)
(c) DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/43/L.50, A/43/L.51 and A/43/L.52)

The' PRES IDENT (interpretation from Spanish): Taking into consideration
the request of the Palestine Liberation Organization that the Chairman of the
Executive Committee of that Organization participate in the debate on item 37 of
the agenda of the General Assembly at its forty-third segssion; taking into
consideration the opinion of the Legal Counsel of the United Rations; and taking
into consideration the procedure adopted by the General Assemuly for its
2282nd meeting, held on 13 November 1974, T invite Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of
the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization, to address the
General Agsenbly with regard to agenda item 27.

Mr. Yasser Arafat; Chairman of" the Executive Committee of the Palestine

Liburation Organization, was' escorted into the Assembly Hali.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the General
Assembly, I wish to extend a warm welcome to Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the
Executive Qommittee of the Palestine Liberation Organization. I now invite him to
address the General Assenbly.

Mr. ARAFAT (interpretation from Arabic): It never occurred to me that my
second mee ting with this Assembly since 1974 would take place in the hospitable
city of Geneva. I had thought that the new political stance and postures evolved
by cur Palestinian people in the course of the Algiers meeting of the Palestine
National Council (RNC), all of which have been made public and all of which have

been welcomed and extremely well received internationaliy, made it necessary for me
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(Mr . Arafat)
to travel tc the world Organization's Headguarters in New York to brief the
Assembly on our resolutions and our ceonceptualizations on the issue of peace in our
homelané, as formulated by our Palestine National Council, the highest legislative
authority in the Palestinian body politic.

Therefore, my meeting here with you today, in Geneva in the wake of an
arbitrary United States decision which barred me from going to the Assenbly in
New York, is a source of pride and happiness. I am proud to be with you and among
you. To be in the General Assembly is to be in the foremost world forum for the
issues of justice and peace in the world. I am happy because I am in Geneva, where
justice and neutrality are a guidepost and a constitution in a world where the
arrogance of power drives some to lose their sense of neutrality and justice. The
resolution adepted by your august Assembly, with 154 Menber nations voting to move
the session here, was not a victory over the United States Gecision, but an
unprecedented iandslide triumph for the international unanimity in favour of
justice and peace. It was an unprecedented referendum and proof posgitive that the
conscience of humanity has taken our people's just cause to its heart.

Our Palestinian people will never forget the stand that this august Assembly
and those friendly States have taken on the side of right and justice in defence of
the very values and principles for the preservation of which the United Nations
came intc being. That stand will for ever be a source of faith and assurance to
every people that suffers injustice, oppression and occupation, and like our
Palestinian people, struggle for freedom, dignity and survival.

To all the States, forces, international organizations and world figures that
have backed our people and supported their national rights, particularly our
friends in the Soviet Union, the People ’s Republic of China, the socialist
countries, the non-aligned States, the Islamic States, the African States, the

Asian States, the latin American States, and all other friendly States, I extend
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(Mr . Arafat)
our sincerest thanks. I also thark the States of Western Europe and Japan for
their latest stands towards our people and invite them to take further steps to
work out their resolutions in a posi tive way in order to pave the way for peace and
a just settlement in our region, the Middle East.

I reiterate our solidarity with and support for the liberation movements in
Namibia and South Africa in their struggle, and our support for the African
front-line States against the aggression of the South African régime.

I seize this opportunity to express my gratitude to those friendly States
which have taken the initiative in supporting us, in endorsing our Palestine
National Council resolutions and in recognizing the State of Palestine.

And I will not .miss this opportunity warmly to thank His Excellency the
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, and his assistants for their
unremitting efforts to achieve humanity's aspirations after international détente
and the resolution of its problems, particularly with relation to the cause of
Palestine. I also extend my umanké and appreciation to the Chairman and other
members of the United Nations Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People for their efforts on behalf of cur people's cause. I
also salute the non-aligned nations' Committee of Nine on the Palestine Question
for all their constructive contributions to our people's cause.

To you, Sir, I extend my warmest congrhtulations on your election to the
presidency of the Assembly. T have full confidence in your wisdom and insight. I
also congratulate your predecessor on his ski]:ful handling of the proceedings of
the previous session.

Lastly, I extend warm greetings and thanks to the Swiss Covernment and people
for making this meeting possible and for all the excellent facilities they have

provided.
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Four teen years 9o, on 13 November 1974, I received a gracious invitation from
You to brief thig august Assenbly on the cause of our Palestinian péople. As I
stand here among you now, after all those eventfui Years, I see that new peoples
have taken their places in your midst, thereby crowning their victories in their
battles for freedom and independence. To the representatives of those peoples, 1
extend the warm congratulations of our own People and declare that I return to you
with a stronger voice, a more resolute determination and greater confidence to
reiterate my conviction that our struggle will bear fruit and that the State of
Palestine, which we proclaimed at our Palestine MNaticnal Council, will take its
place among you to join hands with you in consolidating the Charter of this
Organization and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by putting an end to the
tragedies besetting humanity and upholding the Principles of right, justice, peace
and freedom for all.

Fourteen years ago, when your voices resourded in the General Assembly Hall:
"Yes to Palestine and the people of Palestine! Yes to the Palestine Liberation
Organization! Yes to the inalienable national rights of the people of Palegstine!™
There were those who imagined that your resolutions would have little import. They
failed to realize that those resolutions were among the mainstreams that watered
the olive branch I carried that day, and made that branch, which we have watered
with our blood, sweat and tears, grow into a tree firmly rooted in the ground and
reaching for the sky. It is a tree that bears the promise of victory over
oppression, injustice ang occupation. Thus you gave us hope that freedom and
Justice will triumph, and we, in return, gave you a generation of our people that
has dedicated its life to the realization of that dream. I speak of the generation
of the blessed intifadah that today defends ti:p honour of the homelang with the
very stones of its soil and thus earng its belongingness w a people thirsting for

freedom and independence.



RM/3 A/43/PV. 78
7

(Mr. Arafat)

I bring you greetings from those sons of our heroic people, from our men and
our women, from the masses of the blessed intifadah, which is now entering its
second year with great momentum and painstaking organization, using a civilized,
democratic approach to weather and confront occupation, oppression, injustice and
the barbaric crimes committed daily by the Israeli occupiers.

I bring you greetings from our young men and women in the gaols and collective
detention camps of occupation, greetings from the children of stones who are
challenging an occupation force armed with warplanes, armour and weapons, thus
reviving the image of Palestinian David confronting the heavily armed Israeli
Goliath.

At the conclusion of my address in our first encounter, I, as Chairman of the
Palestine Liberation Organization and leader of the Palestinian Revolution,
reaffirmed that we had no wish to see a single drop of Jewish or Arab blood shed,
that we had no wish for the fighting to continue for one more minute. I appealed
to you then to Spare us all those ordeals and agonies and speed up the laying of
the foundations of a just peace based on securing the rights, hopes and aspirations
of our people and the equal rights of all peoples.

I said then that I was calling upon you to stand by the struggle of our people
to exercise their right to self-determination and enable our people to return from
the compulsory exile into which they were forced at gunpoint. I asked you to helg
put an end to the injustice dished out to successive generations of our people over
Several decades, so that they my live as free and sovereign people on their native
soil and in their homes, and enjoy all their national and human rights,

The last thing I said from this rostrum was that war breaks out from Palestine

and peace starts in Palestine,
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The dream we had then was the establishment of a democratic State of Palestine
wherein Moslems, Christians and Jevws would live as equals who enjoy the same rights
and have the same obligations in a unified integrated community just like any other

People in this contemporary world of ours.

Our amazement was great indeed at the interpretation that Israeli officialdom
chose to put on that Palestinian dream whose fountainhead was none other than the
teachings of the monotheistic religions that illuminated the Palestine sky and the
cultural and humanistic values that call for coexistence in 3 free democratic

society. The interpretation was that the dream was an evil design o destroy and

obliterate their identity.
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We had to draw the inescapable conclus ion from that response. We had to take
cognizance of the chasm between reality and the dream. We get out, in the
Palestine Liberation Organization, to look for alternative realistic and achievable
formulas capable of resolving the issue on the basis of poasible rather than
absolute justice vhile securing the rights of our Peopie to freedom, sovereignty
and independence; ensuring peace, Security and stability for all and spar ing
Palestine and the Middle East wars and battles that have been going on for 40 years.

Were we not the ones who took the initiative of relying on the Charter and
resolutions of the United Nations, the Declaration of Human Rights and
international legitimacy as the basis for the settlement of the Arab-Israel i
conflict?

Did we not welcome the Vance-Gromyko comtuniqué of 1977 as a move that could
form the basis of a pPropoged solution to this conflict?

Did we not agree to pParticipate in the Geneva Conference on the basis of the

American-Egyptian statement of 1977 in order to promote the prospects of a
settlement and peace in our regiocn?

Did we not endorse the Fez Arab peace pPlan in 1982 and later the call for an
international Peace conference under the auspices of the United Nations in
oconformity with its resolutionsg?

Did we not support the Brezhnev plan for peace in the Middle Eagt?

Did we not welcome and support the Venice Declaration by the European
Community on the basics of a just peace in the area?

Did we not welcome and support the joint initiative of Presidents Garbachev
and Mitterrand on a3 Preparatory committee for the international conference?

Did we not welcome scores of political statements and initiatives by African,

Islamic, non-aligned, socialist, Furopean States and groups of States which aimed
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at finding a settlement based on the principles of international legitimacy that
would safeguard peace and end the conflict?

And what was Israel's posture in relation to all this? Wwhen we put this
question, we must keep in mind that not a single one of those initiatives, plans or
commun igques lacked political balance or overlooked the claims and interests of any
of the parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Israel's posture in relation to all this has been to escalate further its
settler expansionizt schemes, to fan the flames of confl ict with more destruction,
devastation and bloodshed and the expansion of the fronts of confrontation to
include Lebanon, which was invaded by the armies of occupation in 1982, That
invasion involved the slaughtering and massacring of the Lebanese and Palestinian
pPeoples, including the Sabra and Shatila horrors. Up to the present, Israel has
continued to occupy part of South Lebanon. 7Iebancn continues to face daily raids
and air, sea and land attacks on its cities and villages and on our camps in the
South,

It is painful and distressing that the American Government alone should
continue to back and support those Israeli aggressive and expansionist schemes and
support Israel's continued occupation of Palestinian and Arab territories, its
ongoing crimes and its pursuance of the iron-fist policy against our women and
children.

It is equally painful and distrecsing that the American Government should
persist in refusing to recognize the right of 6 million Palestinians to
self-determination, a right which is sacred to the American people and other
peoples on this planet.

Should I remind them of the position of President Wilson, author of the two

universal principles of international relations, namely, the inadmissibility of the
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acquisiticn of terri tory by force and the right of Peoples to self-determina tion?
When the Palestinian People were consulted by the King-Crane Comnission in 1919,
they choge the United States as the mandatory Power. Circumstances having
Prevented that, the Mandate was given to Britain. My question to the american
people is: Ys it fair that the Palestinian people should be deprived of what
Pregident wilson pPrescr ibed?
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Successive American Administrations have been aware that the only birth
certificate upon which the State of Israel was established has been General
Assembly resolution 181 (Il) of 29 November 1947, endorsed at the time by the
United States and the Soviet Union. It provides for the establishment of two
States in Palestine, one Palestinian Arab and the other Jewish.

" How then can the American Government justify a position whereby it
acknowledges and recognizes the half of that resolution that pertains to Israel and
rajects the half pertaining to the Palestinian State? How does the United States
Government explain its lack of commitment to the implementation of a resolution it
has endorsed on more than one occasion in the & cmbly, namely, General Assembly
resolution 194 (III), which provides for the right of the Palestinians to return to
the homes and properties from which they wers evicted and calls for compensating
those who may not wish to exercise that right?

The United States Government knows that neither the United States nor anyone
else has the right of fragmenting international legitimacy and the provisions of
international law.

The unremitting struggle of our people for their rights has been going on for
several decades now. In waging that struggle, our people have offered hundreds of
thousands of martyrs and wounded and endured all kinds of tragic suffering. This,
however, has not weakened our people's resolve. Rather, it has strengthened their
determination to hold on to their Palestinian homeland and their national ideatity.

The leaders of Israel, in their excitement, deluded themselves into believing
that, after our exit from Beirut, the sea was going tc swallow the Palestine
Liberation Organization. Little did they expect the march into exile to turn into

a procession of return to the homeland, to the real arena of the oconflict, to

occupied Palestine. The valiant popular intifadah erupted within cur occupied
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land, the intifadah that has come to stay until the achievement of our goals of
freedom and national indepandence.

I take pride in being one of the sons of those people who are vwriting with the
blood of their children, their women and their men the most glorious epic of
national resistance and who, for the sake of sustaining their intifadan and making
it gzow until it can impose its will and prove that right can prevail over might,
are performing daily miracles that verge on the mythical. We salute with deep
pride our people of the intifadah as the makers of a unique demcratic
revolutionary exper iment. Theirs ia the faith that could not be crushed by
Israel's military machine; that could not be intimidated by the hail of all sorts
of bullets, the burial of people alive, the breaking of bones, the inducement of
niscarr iages or the usurpation of water resources. Theirs is the resolve that
could not be weakened by detention, internment, exile, deportation, collective
Punishment, the demolition of homes, the closzing down of universities, schools,
trade unions, associations, institutions and newspapers, or the laying of siege to
camps, villages and towas, Those brutal measures, have only served to strengthen
their faith and resolve, thus 8preading the revolution to every house and making it
take root in every inch of our national soil.

A pecple with such a heritage and such a history cannot be defeated. All the
forces of reprezsion, tyranny and terroz cannot sway it from its deep~rooted faith
in its right to its homeland and in such values as justice, peace, love,
coexistence and tolerance. Just exactly as the revolutionary's gun has protected
us from physical liquidation and the destruction of our national identity in the
hotbeds of confrontation, we are fully confident ¢f our ability to protect our

green olive branch in the hotbeds of political confrontation.
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The world-wide embrace of our just cause, pressing for the realization of
pP2ace based on justice, clearly demonstrates that the world has come to realize,
unequ ivocally, who the executioner is and who the victim is, who the aggressor is
and who the victim is, who the fighter for freedom and peace is and who the
terrorist is.

The day-to-day practic.s of the occupation army and the gangs of fanatic armed
settlers against our people, our children and our women, have unmasked the ugly
face of Israeli occupation and exposed its truye aggregssive nature.

This growing world-wide awareness has reached Jewish groups within Israel
itself and without. Their eyes have been cpened to the reality of the problem and
the essence of the conflict, particularly since they have wiwnesged the inhuman,
Gay~-to-day Israeli practices that undermine the tolerant epirit of Judaism itself.

It has become difficult, nay, near impossible, for a Jew to reject racial
pPersecution and uphold freedomsz and human rights while remaining silent about
Israel's crimes against Palestinian human rights, the Palestinian people and the
Palestinian homeland, Particularly the ugly day-to-day practices of the occupiers
and the gangs of armed gsettlers.

We distinguish between the Jewish citizen whom the Israeli ruling circles have
continuously sougnt to disinform and mislead and the practices of the leaders of

Israel.
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We even realize that within and outsige Israel there are courageous and
honourable Je.:ish people who do not condone the Israel i Government's policy of
repression, massacre, expansion, settlement and expulsion and who reccognize that
Our people have equal rights to life, freedom and independence. On behalf of the
Palestinian pPeople, I thank them all for their courageous and honourable stance.

Our people do not want a right that is not theirs or that is not vested in
them under internationai legitimacy and international law. They do not seek
freedom at the expense of anyone else's, nor do they want a destiny which negates
that of ancther people. Our people refuse to feel superior to, and refuse to be
less than, any other people. Our people want equality with all other peopless; to
have the game rights and the same obligations. I call upor all the peoples of the
wor ld, especially those who exper ienced Nazi occupation and considered it their
duty to put paid to the practice of oppression and injustice by one people against
another and help all those who fall victim to terrorism, fascism and nazism., I
call upon all thoge peoples to face up today to the responsibilities put upon them
by history towards our lonq-sufferinq people, who only want a place for their
children under the sun, in their homeland - a Place where they can live ag free
people in a free land, like all other children in the world,

It is cause for optimism that our struggle should culminate in the ongoing
intifadah in an international climate marked by a serious and sustained quest for
international détente, accord and progress. We are heartened by the successes of
the United Nations and its Secretary~General and their effective contribution to
the settling of many problems and the defusing of hotbeds of tension in the world

in the context of this new international détente.
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with the aim of formulating the dictates of the hunan eonscience into more accurate
and responsible critaria for the evaluation of the actions of men and nations.
Such criteria should have the transparency that would enable us all to face up to
the challenges and new responsibilities of the coning century, in terms of averting
wars and destructicn and working for more freedom, well-being, peacz and progress
for all mankind.

No one here would dispute the fact that the Palestine problem is the paramount
problem of our contemporary world. It is the cldest on the United Mations agenda.
It is the most intricate and complex. Of 211 the regionzl issues, it is the issue
that poses the mest serious threat to international peace ané security. Hence, it
has a priority among the issues which command the attention of the two super-Powers
and, indeed, all the countries of the world. Therefore, it is necessary to make
the required effort to define a course for its resolution on a basis of justice.
This, in itself, would be the greatest guarantee of peace in the‘ Middle East,

We in the Palestine Liberation Organization - in our capacity a8 the
leadership responsible for the people of Palestine and their destiny, in all
faithfulness to the struggle of our people and respect for the sacrifices of our
martyrs; in our desire o contribute to the prevailing ciimate of coexistence and
détente, and our awarenesz of the importance of participating in the peaceful
political efforts to find a political soluticn that would put cn end to the
tragedies of war and fignting and pPave the way to peaceful coexistence under
international law - summoned our Palestine National Council to an extraordinary
session in Algiers from 12 to 15 November 1988 with the purpose of defining and
clarifying our position as a main party to the Arab-Israeli conflict, a party

without whose participation and agreement that conflict cannot be resclved.
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I am pleased to inform the Assembly, with great pride, that our Palestine
Natiocnal Council, through a totally free exercise of democracy, has again
demonstrated its ability to shoulder its national responsibilities and has adopted
ser jous, constructive and responsible resolutions which pave the way for us to
reinforce and highlight our desire to find and contribute to a peaceful settiement
that would secure the national and political rights of our people and ensure peace
and security for ali.

The first and decisive resolution of our Palestine National Council was the
proclamation of the establishment of the State of Palestine, with the Holy City of
Jerusalem, Al-Quds al-Sharif, as its capital. The State of Palestine was declared
by virtue of the Palestinian Arab people's natural, historic and legal right to its
homeland, Palestine, and of the sacrifices of its successive generations in defence
of the liberty and independence of their homeland; pursuant to the resolutions of
the Arab summit conferencess by the authority of international legitimacy, as
embodied in the resolutions of the United NMations since 1947; and in exercise by
the Palestinian Arab People of their right to seif-determination, political
independence and sovereignty over their soil, 2rnd in conformity with your
successive regolutions.

It is important, while repeating this historic proclamation before the
international community, now that it has become cne of the official United Mations
documents, to reaffirm that this is an irreversible decision and that we will not
relent until it succeeds in casting off the cccupation, enabl ing our Palestinian
people to exercise their sovereignty in their State, the State of Palestine of the
Palestinians, wherever they may be, so that they may develop their national and
cultural identity and enjoy full equality in rights. Their religious and political

beliefs and their human dignity shall be safeguarded under a dempcratic
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parliamentary system of government built on the freedom of opinion, the freedom to
form political parties and where the rights of the mincrity will be protected by
the majority and the decisions of the majority will be respected by the minority.
That democratic system will be based on the percepts of social justice and equal
rights, freedom from ethnic, religious, racial or sexual discrimination wmder a
congtitution that will guarantee the rule of law and the independence of the
judiciary in full aliegiance to the centuries-old spiritual and cul tural

Palestinian heritage of rel igious tolerance and coexistence.
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The State of Palestine is an Arab state; its people are an integral part of
the Arab nation and of that nation's heritage, its civilization and its aspiration
after the goals of social progress, unity and liberation. The State of Palestine
is committed to the Charter of the League of Arab States, the Charter of the United
Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the principles of
non-alignment,

It is a peace-loving State committed to the principles of peaceful
coexisience, and it shall work with all States and peoples to attain a permanent
pPeace built on justice and respect of rights.

It is a State that believes in the settlement of international and regional
disputes by peaceful means in accordance with the Charter and resolutions of the
United Nations. It rejects the use of and the threat to use, force, viclence or
terrorism against its territorial integrity and political independence and,
equally, against the territorial integrity of any other State, without prejudice to
its natural right to defend its territory and independence.

It i3 a State that believes that the future can only bring security to those
who are just or have returned to Justice. This is the State of Palestine which we
have proclaimed and which we shall endeavour to embody so ' hat it can take its
pPlace among the States of the world and share in and creatively contribute to the
shaping of a free world in which justice and peace would prevail.

Our State, God willing, will have its provisional Government at the earliest
possible opportunity. The Palestine National Council has mandated the PLO
Executive Committee o assume the functions of that government in the interim.

In order to give the aforementioned decision a concrete form, our Palestine
National Council adopted a series of resolutions. 1 would like to highlight the

most salient of those resolutions, which underline our determination to ea.nestly
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pursue the path of an equitable peace settlement and to exert the maximum effort to
ensure its success.

Our PNC stressed the need to convene an international conference on the
subject of the Middle East and its essence, the question of Palestine, under the
auspices of the United Rations and with the participation of the permanent members
of the Security Council and all the parties to the conflict in the region,
including the Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole, legitimate
representative of the Palestinian peocple, on an equal footing, with the provision
that the international conference should be convened on the basis of Security
Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and should guarantee the legitimate
national and political rights of the Palestinian people first and foremost among
which is their right to self-determination.

Our PNC also reasserted the need for Israel's withdrawal from all the
Palestinian and Arab territories it had occupied since 1967, includirng Arab
Jerusalem; the establishment of the Palestinian State; and the cancellation of all
measures of attachment and annexation and removal of the settlements established by
Israel in the Palestinian and Arab territories since 1967, as called for in the
Arab summit resolutions of Fez and Algiers.

Our PNC also reaffirmed the necessity of seeking to place the occupied
Palestinian territories, including Arab Jerusalem, under United Nations supervigion
for a limited period, in order to protect our people and to provide an atmoaphere
conducive to a successful outcome for the international conference, the attainment
of a comprehensive political settlement and the establishment of gecurity and peace
for all peoples and States in the Middle East, through matual acceptance, and in
order to enable the State of Palestine to exercise its effective authority over

those territories, as called for by the resolutions of the Arab summits.
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Our PNC called also for the soluticn of the Palestine refugee problem in
accordance with United Nations resolutions on the subject. It also stressed that
freedom of worship and the practice of religious rites for all faiths should be
assured at the holy places in Pzlestine. The PNC also confirmed its previous
resolution with regard to the privileged and special relationship between the
fraternal peoples of Jordan and Palestine and that the future relationship between
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the State of Palestine and the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan would be established on the basis of a confederacy and of free
and voluntary choice by the two fraternal peoples in corroboration of the
historical ties and vital common interests which linked them.

The PNC reaffirmed the need for the Security Council's establishment and
assurance of arrangements for security and peace among all the States in the region.

It is important for me here to point ocut that these resolutions reflect
clearly, both in content and wording, our firm belief in peace and freedom and our
total awareness and deep appreciation of the climate of international éétente and
the eagerness of the international community to reach balanced solutions that
addreas the requirements snd fundamental interests of the parties to the conflict.
Those resolutions also attest to the earnestness of the Palestinian people's
position on the question of peace: that they are committed to peace and believe
that it should be secured and guaranteed by the security Council under the aegis of
the United Nations.

The resolutions constitute a firm, unambiguous rebuttal to all arguments,
prejudices, stands and pretexts used by some States to cast doubt on the posi tion

and policy of the Palestine Liberation Organization.
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While our people, throuch their intifadah and their representatives in the
INC, were voting for peace ana, thereby, confirming their positive responsiveness
to the prevailing mecd of ddtente in international relations and the growing
tendency to settle world conflicts by peaceful means, the Israeli Government went
on fanning the flames of aggression, expansionism and religious bigotry, thereby
announcing itz insistence on opting for belligerence and the denial of our pecple’s

right.
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The Palestinian side, for its part, has formulated clear and responsg ible
political positions, in consonance with the will of the international community, in
order to help convene the Interna tional Peace Conference and ensure the success of
its proceedings. This gratifying and courageous international backing, as
expressed in the recognition of the State of Palestine, is but further proof of the
soundness of our course and the credibil ity of our resolutions, which are fully in
harmony with the international will for peace.

While we greatly appreciate the free United States voices that have explained
and supperted our position and resolutions, we note that the thited States
Administration remains uncommi tted to even-handedness in its dealings with the
parties to the conflict. 1t continues to demand from us alone the acceptance of
positions which cannot be determined prior to negotiation and dialogue within the
framework of the International Conference.

I would point out here that the recognition of tha equality and the mutual
rights of both parties to the dispute is the only way to answer the many questions
being posed, regardiess of their source. 1If policies as practised on the ground
are any reflection of the policy-makers' intentions, then it is the Palestinian
side that has more cause to worry and demand reassurances about its fate and its
future, facing as it does a State of Israel that is bristling with the latest in
arms, including nuclear veapons.

Our Palestine National Council has reaffirmed its commitment to the United
Nations resolutions that uphold the right of peoples to resist foreign occupation,
colonialism and racial discrimination, and their right to struggle for
independence. It has also reaffirmed ite rejection of terrorism in all its forms,

including State terrorism, emphasizing its commitment to its pagt resolutions in
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this regard, to the resolution of the Arab summit in Algiere in 1988, to General
Asgenbly resclutions 42/159 of 1987 and €0/61 of 1985, and to what was stated on
this subject in the relevant Cairo Declaration of 7 November 1985,

This is a position that is clear enouch and completely unambiguous. aAnd yet,
as Chaiman' of the Palestine Liberation Organization, I hercby declare once more:

I condemn terrorism in all its forms, and at the same time salute those sitting
before me in this Hall who, in the days when they fought to free their countries
from the yoke of colenialism, were accused of terrorism by their oppressors and who
today are the faithful leaders of their peoples, stalwart champions of the values
of justice and freedom.

I also offer a reverent salute to the martyrs who have fallen at the hands of
terrorism and terrorists, foremoat among whom is my lifetime companion and deputy,
the martyr-symbol Khalil al-Wazir, and the martyrs who have fallen in the massacres
to wvhich our people have been subjected in var ious cities, villages and camps in
the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and southern Lebanon.

The situation in cur Palestinian homeland can abide no further abeyance. Here
are our people and our children in the vanguard of the march, carrying the torch of
liberty, and giving their lives daily in order to end the occupation and lay the
foundations of peace in their free, independent homeland and in the region as a
vhole.

For this reason, the Palestine National Council adopted its resolutions from a
standpoint of realism, taking into account the circumstances of the Palestinians
and the Israelis and the need to foster a spirit of tolerance between them.

The United Nations bears a historic, exceptional responsibility towards our
people and its zights. More than 40 Years ago, the United Nations, in General

Asgembly resolution 181 (II), decided on the establishment of two States in
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Palestine, one Palestinian Arab and one Jewish. Despite the historic wrong that
was done to our people, it is our view today that the said resolution continues to
meet the requirements of international legitimacy, which guarantees the Palestinian
Arab people's right to sovereiagnty and national independence.

Therefore, the acceleration of the tempo of the peace process in the region
requires an exceptional effort on the part of all the parties concerned and of the
international Parties, particularly the United States and the Soviet Union, which
bear a special responsibility towards the cause of peace in our region,

The United Nations, the permanent members of the Security Council and all
international blocs and bodies have a vital role to play at this stage.

Therefore, in my capacity as Chairman of the PID Executive Committee which, at
present shoulders the functions of the provisional government of the State of
Palestine, I present the following Palestinian peace initiatives

First, that a serious effort be made to convene, under the supervision of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Preparatory committee of the
International Peace Conference on the Middle Fast - in accordance with the
initiative of President Gorbachev and President Mitterrand, which
President Mitterrand Presented to the Assembly towards the end of last Septenber
and which was supported by many States, in order to pave the way for the conven ing
of the International Conference, which commands universal support, with the
exception of the Government of Israels

Secondly, on the basis of our belief in international legitimacy and the vital
role of the United Nations, that actions be undertaken to place our occupied
Palestinian land under temporary United Nations supervision, and that international
forces be deployed there to protect our people and at the same time supervise the

vithdrawal of the Israeli forces from our country;



BMS/8 A/43/PV.78
34-35%

(Mr. Arafat)

Thirdly, that the PLO wilil work for the achievement of a comprehens ive
Settlerant among the parties concerned in the Arab-Israeli confl ict, including the
State of Palestine, Israel and the other neighbouring States, within the framework
of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East, on the basis of Security
Council resolutions 242 (1267) and 338 (;974), 80 as to guarantee equality and the
balance of interests, especially our pecple's rights to freedom and national
independence, ana respect for the right of all the parties to the conflict to exist

in peace and security.
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If these principies are endorsed at the International Conference, we shall
have comc a long way towards a just solution, and that will make it possible to
reach agreement on all gecurity and peace arrangements.

I hope it is clear to everyone that our Palestinian people, determined as they
are to gain their legitimate national rights to self-determination, return and the
ending of the occupation of the Palestinian hcmeland, are equally determined to
strive for those goals by pescefui means within .the framework of the International
Conference, under the sponsorship of the United Nations and in accordance with its
Charter and resoluticns.

I assure you that, like all other pecples on earth, we are a people that vearn
for peace - and perhaps with greater enthusiasm, considering our long years of
suffering and the harsh conditions that plague cur people and our children, who are
deprived of living a normal )ife free from war, free from tragedy, fres from the
torment of exile, free from homelessness and daily anguish,

So let the voices of those who are for the olive branch, peaceful coexistence
and international entente be raised. Let all hands join in defence of a historic -
possibly unique - opportunity to put an end to a tragedy that has lingered for too
long and cost thousands of lives and the destruction of hundreds of villages and

cities,

If we offer the olive branch of peace, it is bacause that branch sprouts in
our hearts from the tree of our homeland, the tree of freedom.

I have come to you in the name of my people, offering my hand so that we can
make real peace, peace based on justice. On that basis I ask the leaders of Israel
to come here, under the sponsorship of the United Nations, so that together we can
forge that peace. I say to them, as I say to you, that our people, who seek
dignity, freedom and peace for themselves and security for their State, want the

same thing for all the States and parties involved in the Arab-Israeli conflict.
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Here, I would address myself specifically to the Israeli people in all their
parties and forces, and especially to the forces among them .aich advocate
democracy and peace. I say to them: Come, cast away fear and intimidation. Let
us make peace. Leave behind the spectre of the wars that have raged continuously
over the past 40 years. Set aside all threats of wars to come, whose fuel could
only be the bodies of our children and yours. Come, let us make peace, lLet us
make the peace of the bold, of the courageous, far from the arrogance of power and
the weapons of destruction, far from occupation an. oppression and humiliation and
murder and torture.

"Say: O People of the Book! come

To common terms ...": (The Holy Koran, III:64)

80 that we can build peace in the land of peace, the land of Palestine.

*Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.,"

(The'ﬂoly'Bible, Luke 2:14)

O Lord, Thou art the pPeace, and the peace is of You, and the pzace shall
return unto You. Iet us live, O Lord, in peace and enter Heaven, Thy house,
the house of peace." {The  Torah)

Pinally, I say to our people:

"The dawn approaches. Victory is at hand. I see the homeland in your
holy stones. I see the flag of our independent Palestine fluttering over the
hills of our beloved homeland."”

Thank you. Peace be upon you, and God's mercy and His blessings.

Mr: Yasgser-Arafat; Chairman'of- the' Executive Committee of- the Palestine

Liberation: Organization; was escorted from the’ Essembly_ Hall,
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gives me great pleasure to greet you once more at this current session of the
Ceneral Assembly, which has been convened avay from the New York Headguarters in
order to discuss one of the most important items on its agenda.

I take the floor after the historic address that has juat been delivered by
Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palastine Liberation
Organization (PLO). On this occasion, I should like at the outset to oconvey my
heartfelt appreciation tc Chairman Arafat for hies historic address. I should also
like to pay a tribute to him for his courage, his foresight and his zense of
realism, which are great assets that will no doubt pave the way to peace and
justice in the Middle East.

I am addressing the Assembly today at a historic juncture. The question of
Palestine, which we are gathered here to debate, is at an important turning-point
and we are gathered together here, in an unprecedented manner, to consider it and,
thereby, initiate movement towards the achievement of a just durable peace in the
Middle East. Our decisions will chart the course for future generations in the
Middle East and elsewhere. The stakes are very high and our responsibilities qreat.

The unequivocal position adopted by the great majority of States, regardless
of different affiliations and orientations, is a true demonstration of
understanding and acceptance. At the same time, it is an expression by those
States of the fact that the Palestinian pcsition, as expressed ir the documents of
the special sescion of the Palestine National Council that met at Algiers from
12 to 15 November 1988, has evolved in a historic manner wor thy of the full support
of all peace-loving countries.

The crucial session of the Palestine Maticnal Council coincided with the first

anniversary of the beginning of the Palestinian intifadah in the cccupied
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Palestinian tercitories, an uprising demanding the t:ermination q‘f the Istaeli
occupat_ion and the exercise of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, a
reccgnized by the United Nations Charter, upheld by the norms of international law
and enunciated by a host of General Assembly resciutions.

The intifadsh has captured the attention and gained the sympathy and support
of world publiic opinion. 1Its motives and its rationale are universally admired.
The crueity and long duration of the occupation have nct succeeded in putting an
end to the genuine outcry of the oppressed. The intifadah continues, Israeli

suppression notwi thatanding. The steadfastness of the Palestinian people is clear

testimony to the fact that the Palestinian cry for freedom and independence wiil
remain loud and be hsazrd in ajl cerners of the world., The Palestinian people have
Paid an enormous PEice over the years. They deserve to attain their rights. There
is no doubt that the struggle of the Palestinian People will finally be crowned
with success.

The decision of King Hussein last July to end Jordan's adninistrative and

legal ties with the West Bank was clearly in conformity with that perspective. It
confronted Israel with the necessity of dealing with the true facts of the

situation.
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We have recently witnessed many meetings by varicus Palestinian groups held to
stress the right of the Palestinian people and reach a decision. The special
session of the Palestine Mational Council reflected the decision of the
Palestinians to assume and Practise their responsibilities in a democratic way.
The decisions of the Palestine Rational Cowncil were taken in an appropriate
international climate in the context of which many problems are being solved. we
hope that that positive climate will extend to the Middle East.

I should like to stress the impor tance of the step taken by the Palestine
Liberation Organization as reflected in the three documents adopted at the Algiers
meeting of the Palestine National Council. Those documents represent the
fundamental development of Palestinian thought, which should carry a clear message
to all. The Palestinian resolutions came at a propitious time as regards the
international environment. They coincide with the emergence of positive
developments in several regions. They took into account the prevalent conditions,
both on the regional and international levels, as well as their implications for
the course of the conflict in the region as expressed in the four following
elements: first, recognition of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and
338 (1973), coupled with the reaiization of the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian pecple, as the basis for the convening of an international conference
for the establishment of pPeace in the Middle East; secondly, the proclamation of
an independent Palestinian State within the context of internatiocnal legitimacy,
based on General Assenmbly resolution 181 (1I), which provides for two States in
Palestine ~ an Arab State and a Jewish State - and ensures the right of the
Palestinian people to sovereignty and national indepen<ences thirdly, to proceed
from the establishment of an independent Palestinian State to a confederal
relationship with the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan; and, fourthly, the rejection of

violence and the renunciation of terrorism.
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It is worth noting that the Palestinian proclamation reiterated total respect
for United Nations principles and, in pParticular, the peaceful settlement of
disputes, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the principles of
non-alignment. Adherence to those principles represents, in our view, a valuable
achievement of the Palestine Mational Council and provides a significant foundation
for political progregs which will strengthen the efforts to achieve a just and
acceptable gettlement by all the parties to the conflict.

I wish to reiterate in clear terms that, in our view, the Palestine National
Council has indeed adopbed a realistic and practical approach within the framework
of international legi timacy.

The Stockholm Declaration was equaliy clear and explicit in reitcrating the
Positive Palestinian commitment to strive for a just and lasting pcace as a
solution to the prcblem,

The Palestinians are the main party to the Middle East conflict. They have
clearly identified their positieon, and have fully satisfied a universal
prerequisites that Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) be the
basis for negotiations within the framework of the International Peace Conference
for a comprehensive ang just settlement.

n this context, it shouid be emphasized that the proclamation of the
Palestinian State included recognition of the existence of the State of Israel,
Thus, the Palestinians have declared their crucial choice to engage in a peace
process based on Generai Assembly resolution 181 (II) partitioning Palestine, as
well asg the principles and Provisions of the relevant Security Council resolutions

which dea2it with the situation as it existed on § June 1967, _
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This responsible position adopted by the Palestine Liberation Organization
requires reciprocal responses from all parties and, in particular, Israel.

I call on Israel to respond positively to the constructive Palestinian offer
in order to achieve a just and lasting peace, a péace which accepts the existence
of the State of Palestine as well as the existence of the State of Israel, a peace
which respects the rights of the Palestinian ;ieople and the rights of the people of
Israel. The international community should not direct its efforts to serve the
interests and rights of only one party in any conflict. It shoculd direct its
efforts and mobilize all its resources to achieve a settlement in conformity with
the principles of justice and international law. The ultimate objective is justice
for all. We are thus called upon to adopt resolutions consistent with the norms of
international legitimacy and the purposes and principles enshrined in the United
Nations Charter, which are recognized by the international community.

Allow me at this historic meeting to elaborate on a number of important points
and to state them clearly. We are witnessing a steady movement towards a new era
of peace, understanding and co-operation in world affairs. The Middle Bast should
not be allowed to become the exception to this general rule. The Palestinian
question should not remain as the focal point of tension, conflict and the denial
of fundamental rights.

What was proclaimed in the declaration of independence by the Palestine
National Council regarding General Asgsembly resoclution 181 (II) as the basis for
international legitimacy ensures the right of the Palestinian people to sovereignty
and national independence. That, in itself, represents an acceptance of the
partition of Palestine referred to in the resolution. Furthermore, Palestinian
acceptance of Security Council resoluton 242 (1967) is a clear recognition of the

right of Israel to exist within secure, recognized and guaranteed boundaries. This
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recogni tion indeed implies an acceptance of the cessation of hostilities with
Israel and is a recognition of the right to sovereignty, territorial integrity and
political independence for Israel and all parties to the conflict.

However, it should be abundantly clear that this Palestinian acceptance is
neither'a gift to be offered nor a price to be paid in exchange for nothing.
Israel should, in return, be prepared to recognize the right of the Palestinian
people to existence, self-determination, independence and sovereignty, and to live
within secure, recognized and guaranteed boundaries.

Israel has the right to ensure its security, but this cannot be an absolute
right. It defies legicy it defies historical facté; it defies the elementary
principies of law and equity to claim that the rights of Israel should prevail over
and super sede the rights of all the other parties to the conflict. 1Its rights
should be balanced with the rights of others, for without this equilibrium and the
balance of rights and duties, it will not be possible to achieve a durable, just
peace,

Egypt calls upon the international community and, in particular, the areat
Powers, the permament members of the Security Council, to discharge their
responsibilities in the maintenance of international peace and security. We believe
& process of consultation should start in preparation for the convening of the
International Peace Conference on the Middie East. We call on the
Secretary~General of the United Nations to carry out such consultation as scon as
possible.

Hyypt and other countries have presented several constructive initiatives for
peace in the Middle East. Thoge initiatives contained positive elements wor thy of
support. It is important that they be implemented and that they add momentum to
the achievement of a just settlement for it is only through a just peace that the

rights and obligations of ail the parties concerned can be attained and balanced.
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The internatiomal community and the competent organs of the United Nations
should intensify their efforts with a view to enhancement of the peace process in
the Middle East. 1In several regions of the world that have been hotheds of tension
and conflict over long pericds of time, the Unitéd Nations has assumed a vital role
in ensuring peace, security and stzbility. Thus, we are entitled to expect an
identical lofiy dedicationvby the international community to the attainment of
peace in the Middle East.

The role we expect from the United Nations and all the parties concerned with
reachi.ngva peaceful solution requires that there be constant contact with the
parties to the conflict. We hope that through paving the way for negotiations and
reaching a settlement, the United Nations would take advantage of the propi tious
international atmosphere %6 convene the International Peace Confereice under its
auspices and at the invitation of the Secretary~-General, with the participation of
the five permanent members of the Security Council and all the parties to the
conflict and, in particular, the Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole,
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people on an equal footing. This is
the framework that has received the overwhelming support of the majority of the
international community for bringing peace to the area.

Egypt has been in the vanguard of States calling for peace and has
consistently worked in international and regional forums for the support of the
just cause of the Palestinian people, to enable them to exercise their legitimate
rights, foremost among which is their right to self-determination and to an
independent State. Moreover, Egypt, under the leader ship of
President Mohamed Hosni Mibarak, has exerted tremendous efforts to that end in the
course of the years. The Agaba Summit of October 1988, in which King Hussein of

Jordan and Chairman Yasser Arafat participated, is but one example. Prom the
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outset, Egypt has supported and recognized the proclamation of an independent
Palestinian State. That solid stand originates from Egypt's strategic commi tment
to strive, regardless of any obstacles, towards the realization of a comprehensive,
just and lasting peace in the Middle East.

Let me quote, in this respect from the speech that we have just heard from
Yasser Arafat in order to highlight the following

“The Palestine Liberation Organization will work for a just and

comprehensive peace between the parties to the Arab-Israali conflict -

Palestine, Israel and other neigbouring countries - through an international

peace conference for the Middle East to bring equality and balance aﬁd the

rights of our people to national sovereignty and independence and for all

parties concerned to live in peace and security in aeccordance with Security

Council resolution 242 (1967) ." (supra, p.- 34-35)

We are at a historic crossroads. All the parties concerned, whether regional
or international, should carry out their responsibilities for the settlement of the
Middle East conflict. 1In this regard, Egypt wishes to emphasize the following
basic and significant elements.

First, all international forces should urge Israel to respond positively to
the historic Palestinian decisions by accepting the concept of mutual and
simultaneous recognition between the State of Palestine and the State of Israel.

Secondly, the parties concerned should embark on a process of consultation
among themselves within the framework of the Security Council in preparation for
direct negotiations to take place through the convening of an international peace
conference on the Middle East on the basis of Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967} and 338 {1973) as well as the recognition of the legitimate

political rights of the Palestinian people.
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Thirdly, the settlement would entail Israeli withdrawal from the Arab and
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, including the Syrian Golan Heights and
Arab East Jerusalem. It would also require the recognition of the right of all
Peoples and States of the region, including Israel and the Arab States, to live in
peace, within secure and recognized boundaries free from threats or acts of force.
It would provide for the exercise by the Palestinian people of their right to
self-determination on their own territories without any external interference.

The value of the wise Palestinian decisions is cbvious. They represent
ser ious and constructive Steps towards peace. They deserve positive and supportive
responges on the part of the international community and all the parties directly
or indirectly involved in the conflict. Cur main task here is to ensure that such
a unique opportunity for peace, which might not recur, should@ not be wastad. The
history of this econfiict has been aptly described as the history of lost
opportunities. We have witnessed opportunities in the past that were not firmly
grasped with sobriety and determination. Opportunities were lost owing to the
insistence by some on narrow, shortgighted interests. The favourable circumstances
prevailing now should be utilized in the best possible mamner in order to overcome
the obstacles v;rhid: impede the realization of the security and stability of the
people of our region who have suffered for 40 years - the lifespan of this conflict.

The challenge of peace is the greatest challenge we face at a time when we are
on the threshold of an extremely crucial stage in the lang history of the
conflict. Boypt is firmly convinced that there exist genuine and and realistic
possibilities of ini tiating serious negotiations to bring to an end a long period
of agony and suffering endured by the people of the Middie East in general and the
Palestinian peopie in particular. Furthermore, the negotiations could usher in an
era in which the principles of peaceful ooexistence, good neighbourliness and

mitual co-operation govern the relations between the States of our region.
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From this standpoint, we assert the need for all the States in the region and
in the world to grasp this opportunity, accept the challenge of peace in order to
avoid a possible catastrophe which might result from continued tensicn, and
establish a comprehensive and lasting peace in an area which was the cradle of
civilization and of the three monotheistic religions.

Mr. MASRY (Jordan) (interpretation from Arabic): We have just heard the
historic statement by Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, in which he presented the viewpoint of the Palestine Liberation
Organization emanating from the meeting of the Palestine Rational Council last
November when it adopted the political statement and the annauncement of
independence and the setting up of the State of Palestine. We consider this to be
a turning-point in the Arab-Israeli conflict and an important foundation for the
establishment of a just and lasting peace in the area because it has removed all

the impediments and obstacles used as justification for impeding the path of peace.
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At the outset, I should like to extend to you, Sir, and to the United Nations
Secretariat, our thanks and appreciation for the diligence and co-operation you
have shown in dealing with the issue of transferring the United Mations General
Assenbly debate cn the "Question of Palestine® at its forty-third session from
United Nations Headguarters in New York to Geneva. I should also 1ike to
underscore the significance of the positions of both the President of the Gzneral
Agsgsembly and the Secretary~General of the United Nations in their respective
statements reacting to the United States denial of an entry visa to
Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), which he required in order to participate in the General
Asgembly's debate on the item entitled "The question of Palestine® in New York. 1In
the same vein, I should like to emphasize the pertinence of the opinion of the
Unitad Nations Iegal Counsel on the same matter.

In addition, I shouid like to avail myself of this opportunity to put on
record our appreciation for the international community 's unanimous rejection of
this breach of the Headquarters Agreement by the host country. The difficulties
and procedures that have arisen from the transfer of the debate could all have been
avoided had the United States complied with its binding obligations under the
Headquarters Agreement. It is of paramount importance that similar violations not
occur in the future and that this incident not become a Precedent in the work of
the world Organization.

The actiorn taken by the United States Secretary of State in denying the
Chairman of the ‘Executive Committee of the PLO access to United Nations
Headquarters is an insult to the United Nations itself and to all its Member
States. That is unacceptable, no matter what pretext is offered, for it means

acquiescence in the conferral on one Member State of the authority to impose
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restrictions on United Nations activities in a manner that clashes with the Charter
and impinges on the independence of the Organization,

The General Assembly is once again seized of the question of Palestine.
Members are all too familiar with the developments of this question over the past
41 years. In point of fact, it was the General Assembly itself that, in 1947,
adopted a resolution on partitioning Palestine into two States, one Jewish and the
other Arab. That resclution was the genesis of the Palestinian cause as the ﬁorld
perceives it today. In other words, the seeds of the problem and all its current
mani festations were sown at that time,

While there is no need for me now to recall in detail the evolutionary phases
of that cause over the past decades, I must nevertheless point to the community of
nations' failure, to date, to evolve a firm, clear-cut position vis-a-vis the
continuing violations of the United Naticns Charter and the flouting of
international law, these being the features that have characterized Israel's
posture towards the United Nations and its resolutions, in its attempt to
legitimize its existence.

There is an inherent contradiction between the international community's
failure to take such a firm position 2nd the universal consensus that the
Palestinian cause is, in essence, a question of a land and people under occupation
and that Israel is the occupying Power. Fur thermore, that failure on the part of
the world community is inconsistent with the world consensus on the need to find a
Just solution for that problem. The moet recent developments in regard to the
question of Palestine now require a serious response in order to redress that
failure. Those developments represent an explicit call upon the international
community to end a historic injustice that has been wrought upon the Palestinian
people, which haé demonstrated through the years that it will never succumb to

occupation or abandon its legitimate rights in its homeland.
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Through their hercic intifadah the Palestinians have put their cause in its
Proper international perapective. The uprising has underlined the fact that Israel

will not be able to maintain the Status-quo by force ad infinitum. Moreover, the

Palestinians have Proved themselves capable of projecting, in Clear,
black~and-whi te terms, their national identity as a colonized people aspiring to
national independence in the context of a genuine and sincere orientation towards
Peace and a desire to co-exist with the other side, provided they are enabled to
exercise their inalienablie national rights: above all, self-determination ana
independent statehood on their own national soil. That has been amply reflected in
the recent resolutions adopted by the Palestine National Council (PNC), which
affirmad the PLO's commitment to work for the achievement of a Peaceful, lagting
and comprehensive settlement of the Palestinian cause.

Jordan, especially since 1967, has consistently advocated a peaceful, just,
comprehensive and lasting settlement of the Palastinian cause in consonance with
the United Nations Charter and the relevant resolutions adopted by the world body.
In his addresgs before the General Asgembly at itsg fortieth session, Hig Majesty
King Husgsein énumerated as follows those resolutions which, when implemented, will
constitute a balanced foundation for any just and peaceful Settlement: General
Assenbly resolution 181 (II) of 1947 regarding the partition of Palestine; General
Assembly resolution 194 (III) of 1948 pertaining to the soluticn of the problem of
the Palestinian refugees; Security Council resolution 242 (1967), which calls on
Israel to withdraw from the occupied Arab territories and reaffirms the right of
every State in the region to live in peace within secure and recognized borders;
and Security Council resolution 338 (1973), which calls for negotiations among the
parties to the conflict. Those resolutions, taken together, enjoy full universal

acceptance in view of the fact that they contain fundamental principles that will
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ensure the achievement of the desired solution once they are complied with and
scrupulously implemented.

Jordan has considered Security Council resolution 242 (1967), from the very
moment of its adoption, to be the chief basis for peace initiatives and
international efforts aimed at dealing with the outcome of the 1967 war.
Accordingly, Jordan has persisted in its efforts, on both the inter-Arab and
international levels, to mobilize support for compliance with and implementation of
that resolution.

Jordan's acceptance of resclution 242 (1967) marked the emergence of an Arab
poeition oriented towards a peacetul gettlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, at
the core of which is the Palestinian cause, That position gained momentum over the
past few years, taking concrete shape in the set of resolutions adopted at the Arab
summit meeting held at Fez in 1982, which reflected a unified Arab stand committed
to international legality as the basis for solving the Arab-Israel conflict.

Within that context, joint Jordanian-Palestinian initiatives were put forward.
Then came yet another Arab consensus at the Arab summits convened in Amman,

in 1987, and in Algiers, in 1988, which called for convening an international peace
conference and, thereby, reinforced that orientation.

All those moves have finally culminated in the emergence of a firm,
unmistakable Palestinian stand oriented towards peace, as reflected in the
resolutions adopted by i;he PNC at iis recent session at Algiers. We firmly bel ieve
that we now have a historic opportunity that should not be missed, for it
represents an invaluable contribution to the peace process, provided the other
party to the Arab-Israeli conflict shows good faith. It is an exercise in futility
for Israel to continue to prevaricate and to dismiss the sincere and earnest moves
made in good faith by the Palestinians to live in peace within an independent

Palestinian State side by side with Israel.
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We are confident that the international community, even those of its member s
that make announcements to the contrary. now realizes beyond the shadow of a doubt
that there is Currently an Arab position characterized by a high degree of
moderation and responsibility and anchored in the previsions of the aforementioned
internatioal resolutions. Regardless of whether the recent INC decisions
literally meet the terms ana conditions set by some Powers, it is none the lesg
essential to acknowledge that the formal Palestinian movement towards peace has now
taken a distinct, documented form, Any attempt to cast doubt uper it are uncalled
for and pointless.

The question that must now be posed is whether Israel ig really ready to
responid to the forthright Arab ang Palestinian position. Another question that
arises is whethoer the United States, which has always insisted on specifie
tecognition of Isrzel by the Palestinians, will pe ready to request a similar
recognition by Israel of the Palestinian side and acknowledgement of its legitimate

national rights,
Regrettably, the answers to those queries are still negative. The Arab
movement towards peace haé net been matched by a gsimilar Israeli position. on the
contrary, Istael'é‘ repeatéd acts of aggression against the Palestinian people and
throughout the region reveai 4 totally different attitude, one that exposes the
entire area to the risk of const:aht confrontation and tensions that are not in
harmony with the Current atmogsphere oy relaxction in international relztions,
especially thoge between the two Super-~Povers. Extremigt Israeli leaders exploit
domestic policies to throw up obstacles on the road to peace by promting racial
and fundamentalist trends based on mythical credes and dreams. Those leaders,
along with the extremist trend in Israel, push Israeli - wilety in an opposi te
direction to that which characterizes the Arab attitude, despite the emergence of a

sizeable segment of Israeli society that constantly voices its desire for a just
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peace. The manoeuvres by some Israeli forces in power and their encouragement of
extremism could soon lead to the containment of those moderate Israeli voices that
recognize the potential dangers to Israeli society itself posed by a continuation
of the occupation of Palestinian lands. Those voices also fear a shift in the
favourable supportive attitude towards Israel by its friends and supporters, who
have been publicly relying on that attitude to justify most forms of support and
assistance given by the West to Israel since its creation, support without which
Israel would have been unable to sustain itself., The outcome of that discrepancy
in attitudes inside Tsrael itself might put Israel’s friends on the horns of a
moral and pocli*ical dilemma whose stakes might continue to increase with the
f»assaqe of time.

With regard to the selective, double-standard approach of some Powers in
dealing with the parties to the conflict, it is indeed deplorable to note that the
United States has not been responsive to the dramatic positive changes in the
Palestinian position that have been received with satisfaction and enthusiasm the
world over. The negative American reaction contradicts the often~repeated American
promises and pledges to reconsider the United States position of deal ing with the
PIO only if the latter accepted Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and
338 (1973), recognized Israel and renounced terrorism.

That is indeed what the PLO has done in adopting the recent PNC resolutions as
has just been reaffirmed by Mr. Arafat. The claim that the Palestinian position is
not enough to satisfy those conditions is an attempt to disavow both political and
moral responsibilities and commitments by the United States in its capacity as a
super-Power permanent memnber of the Security Council and a partner in the Middle
East peace process,

To describe legitiimate nationsi resistance by a people languishing under

occupation as terrorism is simply preposterous and illogical. The right of peoples
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to resist colonialism ig a firm right that has been exercised by all nations,
including the people of the United States of America itself. Hence, the
Palestinian pPecple cannot be denied the opportunity to exercise that right in the
face of one of the most brutal forms of colonialism in the history of mankingd. At
this juncture, engagement in a discussion to define terrorism and to identify who
is a terrorist will not, in our view, be a positive contribution to a genuine
solution of the pressing Problem in question, Suffice it to recall here that
certain persons who have been convicted by the judicial authorities of certain
Western countries now occupy prominent lea;ing positions in Israel and have been
accepted as people to deal with, notwithstanding their conviction. Fur thermore,
the treatment of the Palestinian people by Israel, the occupying Power, especially
during the period of the uprising, cannot be described as anything but a horrendous
form of systematic terrorism practiseq simultaneously by the State as weil as by
armed bands of Israeli settlers.

Pro-Israeli voices, especially in the United States, continue to tout ideas
that would have the world believe there are no justifiable reasons to prampt the
major Powers to make serious efforts in the context of the peace process, since the
"external parties"® cannot be more anxious for peace than the immediate parties to
the conflict ang since such efforts should be initiated from within the region
itself. such ideas, which reflect the sentiments of the extremist elements in
Israel, overicok the true nature of the conflict and the direct role Played by the
"external parties",

Moreover, the accumulated mistrust and apprehension on the part of the parties
to the conflict make them unable to move on their own. Such notions are
misleading; to accept them would mean a continuation of the pPresent deadlock in the
peace process. As a matter of fact, that is the wish and the desire of the those

Israeli extremist circles.
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The major Powers, however, given their gspecial responsibilities as permanent
menbers of the Security Council, are duty bound to fulfil their obligations to
maintain international peace and security and make persistent efforts to resolve a
conflict that endangers one of the most vital regions in the worid and that in all
likelihood will have grave repercussions for the whole world.

Hence, we maintain that the convening of an international peace conference
under the auspices of the United Nations, with the participation on an equal
footing of the five permanent members of the Security Council and the parties to
the conflict, including the PLO, the sole and legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people, is the most viable and productive way to achieve a peaceful

settlement of a conflict that has beset the entire region for several decades.
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It is our hope now that the new United States Administration will free itself
from the legacy of the past, including the recent decision by the Secretary of
State, in order for that Administration to be able to participate in a constructive
manner, in the peace process, both as the Government of a super-Power and as a
Power that has pPersistently supplied one of the principal parties to the conflict
with everything that has made it strong and viable.

Jordan, as a pPrincipal party to the Arab~-Israeli conflict and a country that
is organically linked to the Palestinian cause, will persist in its unremitting
efforts to achieve a peaceful settlement that would guarantee all the peoples of
the region the much needed safety and stability they yearn for. Jordan will
continue its constructive co-operation in the context of the sincere international
efforts, which we hope will be resumed forthwith intensively, in order to put the
' peace process in its true Perspective and move it towards the convening of the
International Peace Conference.

In that regard, it is our hope that the Secretary-General will receive full
support in his endeavours from all the parties to the conflict and from the five
permanent menbers of the Security Council, so that the International Conference may
be convened as soon as possible. Efforts will be made in the framework of that
Conference to resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict, and its core, the question of
Palestine, in all its aspects. This will serve the interest of security, peace and

stability not only in the Middle East region, but throughout the world.

Prince’ Saud’ AL~FAYSAL (Saudi Arabia) (interpretation from Arabic): I
wish once again to greet you, Sir, and t'qvc'zbnvey our deep appreciation to the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, its .
Chairman and its members for their unremitting, successful efforts to defend the

cause of Palestine in the face of all the difficulties and obstacles created by
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Israel with a view to preventing that Committee from revealing Israel's flagrant
violation of all international norms and values,

We are meeting at Geneva today to discuss the question of Palestine, which is
before the General Assembly and which should have been discussed at United Naticns
Headquarters in New York. The fact that the United States of America refused to
grant an entry visa to Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Exe;cutive Comnmi ttee of
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), made it necessary to transfer the
discussion to Geneva. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has accordingly expressed its
deep regret at this United States decision, which is unjust towards the'Palestini;an
people and which does not conform with principles calling for the achievement of
freedom, justice and peace in the world.

Some two months ago, in his message to the Assembly, the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz, gtated that all efforts to achieve a better
life for mankind will be futile so long as a just and lasting peace continues to
elude us. His understanding of Peace is that it is an indivisible whole and that
the right to peace is not the preserve of one group at the expense of another; the
right to peace should not be upheld in relation to any one issue to the exclusion
of others. Peace cannot be achieved without justice.

Peace is not the acceptance of a status quo nor is it surrender to force and
oppression, which do not create a right or establish peace.

The voice of the Palestinian People, which we heard today in the person of
Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organizatic;n, affirms those
facts and reminds us that a people's rights to their native lands do not perish
with the passage of time or through forgetfulness and lapses of memory. The
repression and occupation to which the Palestinian people have been subjected for

80 many years has made that people more determined to live in freedom and
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independence in their own free and independent land, and it is now clear that that.
people is Proving without a shred of doubt that its aim is péace and its paramount
concern is to be enabled to achieve that peace.

While peace based on justice is the quest of mankind today, that objective is
still violated by those who do not want peaceful coexistence. Israel has used
évery means to frustrate such peaceful methods. 1Israel has used every means to
hinder peaceful Possibilities for ending the conflict., If Israel is under the
illusion that it can Uproot the Palestinians from their own land and erase from a
new generation’s memory its history and des troy the very memory of that history by
its continuous occupation of Palestinian lands and by its desperate effort to
colonize thoge lands ang settle in them, deporting and expelling the irhabitants
and eliminating the identity of the Palestinian people and commi tting acts of
Savage repression, then the heroic Palestinian uprising has affirmed that
repr'ession and brute force cannot el iminate the reality of existence, even when
misery assumes colossal dimensions,

The Palestinian uprising is also a reminder that legitimate rights do not
die. Daily, the uprising emphasizes the vitality of the Palestinians in their just
and rightful quest.

After one full year of the uprising, it is now evident that Israeli repression
has increased the determined nature of that uprising. The logical conclus ion of
that phenomenen is that it is impossibie for the status quo to continue and that
there is a need for movements to change that status quo.

A full year of gol idarity, defiance and de termination has imposed, at all

levels, a new outlook and a new method for deal ing with the Palestinian question,

transferring it to the very centre of international cncern and revealing to wor1d
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public opinion the rightfulness and legality of the Palestinian cause. The world
is now aware that this is the very core of the Arab-Israeli conflict, as revealed
by the uprising, which has imposed its cause as a reality and a historic
responsibility that the international community cannct ignore.

The declaration of an indepencdent Palestinian State has crowned the
unremi tting struggle of the Palestinians and is a logical complement to the heroic
uprising, whose weapons are stones, whose arms are e termination, and whoge

ammunition is faith in God and His divine assistance. All the massive support for

the Palestinian cause is but a natural consequence of these developments.
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Through the historic resolutions adopted last month in Algeria by the
Palestine National Council, the Palestinian people has been able to lay down sol id
foundations for national unity; the Palestinian leadership has formulated a
political programme for a peaceful solution to the Palestinian cause based on
international legality and all uni ted Nations resolutions relating to the Palestine
queation, including the two Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and
338 (1973). That programme has met with a positive response in all international
forums,

We have just heard the statement of Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the
Palestine Liberation Organization, in which he set forth his ideas for peace in the
Middle East and reiterated firmly and unambiguously the positive resolutions
adopted by the Palestine National Council, which solidify and promote the framework
and process of peace.

On the other hand, the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly on
7 December condeming Israel, calling for a diplomatic, commercial and cul tural
boycott of it, and considering as illegal its policies and practices aimed at the
annexation of Palestinian and other territories occupied in the 1967 war, are in
perfect harmony with the world-wide reaction indicating the international
community's desire that the PLO be permitted to express itself in this
international forum. a1l these are but additional positive factors in the recent
Progress of the Palestinian causej; they emphasize unambiguously new fundamental
changes in the outlook on this question and on its treatment at the international
level,

The United Nations has recently succeeded in finding solutions to many
regional problems, such as the questions of Afghanistan and Namibia, among others.

]
The confidence of the international community in the role of the United Nations has
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increased considerably. Today 's discussion of the question of Palestine presents
the United Nations with a choice regarding its credibility, as well as its ability
to establish peace and security in an important regicn of the world. That role
assumes additional importance when we consider that the Palestine question, the
core of the Arab-Isracli conflict, has long been a concern of the United Nations.

To oonsolidate that credibility, the United Nations must adopt a firm and
effective posture against Israel's rejection of a peaceful solution and against
Israel's continuous illegal and oppressive practices, including repeated assaults
upon Palestiniana and incursions into and attacks on Lebanon, a State Member of the
United Nations. There is no doubt that the resolutions adopted by the General
Assembly on 7 Decenber serve to emphasize the credibility of the United Nations.
The Security Council must shoulder its responsiblity and follow suit.

Believing that peace is indivisible, we note the success of the United Nations
as symbol ized by Security Council teslolution 598 (1987) on the Irag-Iran war, which
made reference to the impcsition of sanctiocns under the United Nations Charter
against any party refusing to accept the :e'solution. That move resulted in a
process leading to the creation of a peaceful atmosphere in the Gulf region. We
therefore call for the use of that United Nations procedure againgt Israel, which
is the party rejecting a peaceful solution. The General Assembly and the Security
Council should thas adopt similar resolutions impnsing sanctions on Israel should
it refuse to accbmmdate the international will,

Another important factor for establishing the credibility of the United
Nations could be the manner in which the Organization deals with the positive
resoclutions and intentions of the Palestine Rational Ccuncil relating to the

peaceful soluticn.of the Palestine question based on international legality, and
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all United Nations resolutions on the question of Palestine, including Security

Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) .

confidence in the role of the Organization.

There are rare moments in history that provide golden oprortunities to achieve
Just solutions to seemingly insoluble international problems. It takes a great
deal of wisdom to take advantage of such opportunities. To fail to do so would
constitute an incorrect assessment of the trend of history and the development of
events, especia111 when the problems are of colossal magnitude.

Such a golden opportunity was provided by the important steps taken by
Palestine National Council last month. That Council adopted a historic zesolution
that will open Up new prospects for a just and peaceful solution to the question of
Palestine, It is, therefore, incumbent upon us all, especially at this important
moment in the evolution of the Palestinian question, to recognize the Palestinian
State and grant it the status of an Observer State in this forum, and to convene an
international conference on the Middle East in which the Palestine Liberation
Organization would Participate fully. For the sake of the region we must make the
most of the neyw developments. Thig is not the time for negative positions that
would waste thig golden opportunity for peace and flexibility.

I hope our discussions and resolutions at this session of the General Aggembly
will help restore the confidence of the international community in this

Organization and make it possible to embark upon the path towards peace in the
Middle Eagt,
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Mr. AL-MASRI (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): Today,

for the first time, the General Assembly is considering the question of Palestine
away f;:om Headquarters, in accordance with a resolution adopted by near unanimity,
to assert its right to invite anyone it chooses to address it, and to guarantee the
right of access and free expression. The General Assembly thereby has shown its
determination not only to adopt resclutions, but alsoc to implement them.

As we begin our consideration of one of the most volatile and explosive
_quest:lons since“ the Second World War, the Palestinian uprising - the intifadah - is
entering its second year. That revolution has demonstrated unequivocally that the
Palestinian people is determined to liberate its territory from Israeli occupation,
no matter how many sacrifices it must make. It has also shown that the Palestinian
people's firm determination to liberate the occupied territories cannot be shaken

or suppressed, regardless of the magnitude of the challenges involved.
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In the present and past Centuries, the Middle Fast, the cradle of civilization
and revealed religion, with all the accompanying humanitarian and moral values, has
been subjected to colonialist and Zionist invag ions that brought it nething but
destruction. Colonialist ambitions were the motive power of thogse barbaric
invasions. Thy were also the incentive behind the setting up of a
settler-colonialist entity in Arab Palestine, the land of peace, and supplying it
with aid and the military and diplomatic support it needed in order to survive ~
and, by surviving, create permanent tension in the region, undermine its stability
and prevent its development and progress, in order to safequard and promo te
colonial interests and, ultimately, realize the dream of creating greater Israel,
from the Nile to the Buphrates.

Zionist leaders in modern times have made no bones about the fact that in
order for ‘this to be accomplished, it will be necessary to vacate the territories
of their populations, This is exactly what has been put into practice over the
past 40 years, through an uninterrupted series of fascist massacres and policies of
expulsion and deportation by the Israeli occupation forces against the Palestinian
pPeople and the people of the occupied Arab territories. This theory is still being
applied, and indeed in an increagingly flagrant fashion.

Israel's policy of aggression and expansion is no longer a secret to anybody.
From the outset, Israel has been a settler-colonialist enterpr ise based on
aggression and expansion. Thig enterprise was conceived in the context of
colonialist policies and colonialist thinking. The grand design of the enterprise
became apparent in Israel's wars of expansion, the occupation of Arab territories,
Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan, and in Israel's refusal to withdraw from thesge

occupied territories,
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Israel has consistently refugsed to comply with the will of the international
community as set forth in United Nations resolutions calling on Israel to withdraw
from occupied Palestinian and Arab territories; to end the annexation of Jerusalem
and the Syrian Golan, the altering of the demographic and cultural structure of the
territories, the policy of establishing new settlements in the occupied
territories; and to dismantle those that have been established, in order to enable
the Palestinian people to exercise its inalienable rights.

Instead of complying with such appeals, the Israeli occupation forces have
stepped up their fascist practices in the occupied territories with a view to
vacating them of their inhabitants by means of daily harassment, collective
punishment, terror tactics and the demolition of housges.

Isra_.'s occupation of Palestinian and other Arab territories constitutes a
continued aggression according to the United Nations Charter and the rules of
international law. What makes the situation even more serious is that the
occupation has turned into settlement. The General Assembly and the Security
Council have condemned both occupation and settlement and called for an end to the
establishment of settlements, the dismantling of those already in existence and
withdrawal from the occupied lands.

In the light of its understanding of the nature and dimensions of the
Arab-Israeli conflict, Syria has alway~ considered the Palestinian cause to ke its
very own and has worked tirelessly in all international forums to highlight the
Palestinian identity. Syria has also made many sacrifices anc? shouldered burdens
in championing the cause of the Palestinians and their inalienable rights,
including the right of return, the right of gelf-determination and the

establishment of a sovereign, independent State on their own national soil.
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This firm commitment to the Palestinian cause is the reason for the continued
Israeli aggression against Syria. Golan has been occupied. Even worse, cccupied
Golan was annexed in 1981. Despite this, Syria has adopted as a firm position of
Principle that the recovery of the Syrian Golan is inseparable from the Palestinian
people's recovery of their national soil, the guaranteeing of their inalienable
rights, and the liberation of all occupied Arab territories.

The situation in the occupied Arab territories is extremely serious because of
the fascist Israeli practices against the Arab populations, involving the killing
of unarmed men, women, adolescents and children demonstrating for freedom. Their
bones have been broken, their homes have been destroyed; the gas used ajainst them
has caused asphyxiation and, in some cases, abortiorn.,

For more than 40 years now a generation of people has suffered under
occupation, and unless the interrational community takes effective steps to compel
Israel to comply with the rules of the 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention of Relative to
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, and withdraw from all occupied
Arab territories, the situation is only going to deteriorate, with unpredictable
risks for peace in the region, and indeed the whole worid.

Events in the Middle East in the last 40 years have demonstrated that Israel
does not want peace; Israel wants land. 1Israel's understanding of peace is based
on occupation, expansion and the acquisition of territory by force. This
conception runs absolutely counter to the real concept of peace, which is based on

justice, equity, an end to occupation and the restoration of owners' rights.
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Those who speak of the illusion of finding a solution under occupation and the
denial of the Palestinian people's rights, including their right to their homeland,
Palestine, and their right to self-determination and the establishment of an
independent, sovereign State on their national territory, have not learned the
lessons of'the pPast. For a just peace camnot be achieved under occupation,
expansionism and settlement,

It must be understood that beace requires an end to occupation, and the
exercise by the people of Palestine of their right to self-determination. The
first condition for peace must be withdrawal from the occupied territories and
restoration of the rights of the people of the region. There can be no peace until
those people have regained their rights and all their territory.

It is inconceivable that there could be peace in the region without the total,
unconditional withdrawal from all occupied Arab territories, Similarly, there can
be no peace until the people of Palestine are able to exercise their legitimate
national rights, including their right to return to their homeland, Palestine,
their right to self-determination and their right to establish an independent
State. One cannot even speak of peace in isolation from the conditions for peace.
To do so would be g very serious error.

As we see it, Israel does not want peace in the region. I do not think one
needs to dwell on this point in order to reach that conclusion. Israel wants the
Arabs to acquiesce in its expansionist ambitions.

Israel still rejects the holding of an international peace conferenge on the
Middle East under the auspices of the United Nations and with the participation of
all partieg concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Organization and the

permanent members of the Security Council. 1Israel refuses to take the path that
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could lead to a just and lasting peace. That means that Israel wishes to persist
in its policy of occupation and denial of the rights of the Palestinian people,
thereby pPerpetuating tension in the region and all that such tension implies for
the region and the world.

The uprising of the arab Palestinian people, the resistance of the Syrians to
the Israeli occupation of the occupied Golan Heights, the resistance to the Israeli
occupiers in southern Lebanon all demonstrate that the occupation cannot last.

The core of the conflict is the Palestinian cause. Any solution that does not
take into account the national rights of the Palestinian people will be in
contradiction to peace. Indeed, we have seen the results of the Camp David
Agreements. Those Agreements became an incentive for constant aggression by
Israel. One need only recall the aggression against Lebanon in 1982, during which
Beirut was des troyed aﬁd southern Lebanon was occupied. There was the annexation
of the Golan Heights and of Jerusalem and the escalation of oppress ion againgt the
inhabitants of the occupied Arab territories and the continued establishment of
gsettlements there. all that exposes the fallacy of the contention that Israsel
wants peace.

We shall continue to state that Israel is an aggressor, an agent operating
against peace and security in the Middle East and throughout the world. The
General Assenb ly acknowiedged that fact when, on 1 November 1975, it decided that
Zionism was a form of racism, On 5 Pebruary 1982, it declared, after the
imposition of Israeli laws on the Golan Heights, that Israel's record and the
measures it continues to adopt prove that it is not a pPeace-loving country. Israel

also continues to reject the resolution of 11 May 1948,
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Those who believe that concessions by the Palestinian people could lead to

Peace in the Middle East are wrong. We are aware of Israel's colonialist, settler
and expansionist plans. We are convinced that a policy of concessions will only
induce Israel to become more intransigent and aggressive. It is clear that the
pressures exerted on the Arabs to make concession after concession have only
Secured great gains for Israel and encouraged it to become more warlike and
aggressive. Those concessions have not made Israel take a single step in the
direction of peace.

Syria has always advocated attaching importance to and recognizing the
Palestinian identity. Syria has always struggled for the achievemeni: of the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including their right to
self -determination and return to their homeland, Palestine, and their right to
establish their independent, sovereign State. Syria has constantly urged
international public opinion to support the just Palestinian cause, and that this
support should take the form of recognition of the legitimate rights of the Arab
Palestinian people. That is why Syria supports the establighment of the State of
Palestine. That is in conformity with cur policy and is consistent with
international law and the decisions of Arab summit meetings,

By their heroic uprising, the Palestinian people have demonstrated their
rejectién of Israel's occupation and their determination to regain their national
rights. Syria believes that support for the uprising and the Palestinian
resistance is the path that will lead to peace and the recovery of the rights of

the Palestinian people,
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Israel defies United Nations resolutions, which are an expression of the
international will. TIsrael persists in its policy of occupation. By so doing, it
dooms to failure any effort to establish a just and lasting peace in the Middle
East.

The only path to peace is the convening of}an international peace conference
under the auspices of the United Nations and with the participation of all the
parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Organization - the sole,
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people - and other peace-loving
States. Peace can be achieved only by restorina the rights of the people of the
region. It can be achieved only if the occupation of the Arab territories ends.

- We believe that to attain peace we must reaffirm the relevant United Nations
resolutions, in the context of the international conference, with the participation
of all the parties concerned and the permanent menbers of the Security Counril.

If Israel does not withdraw from the occupied Arab territories, if th~
question of Palestine is not solved in a way that will guarantee the rights of the

Palestinian people, there can be no peace in the Middle East. And if there is no
just and lasting peace in the Middle Bast, the occupation will continue. That is a

state of affairs that we must reject and resist.
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Therefore, the resistznce will continue in the Syrian Arab Golan, in the
occupied territories of Palestire, in scuthern Lebanen. This is simply the natural
result of the occupation.

To conclude, we pPay a tribute to the uprising of the Palestinian people in the
occupied territories. We also pay 2 tribute to those who have managed , with the
stones they have thrown, to give force to a patriotic revolution that will continue
until its just conclusion, that is, until the restoration of the rights of the
Palestinian people in a sovereign and independent State.

Mc: AZIZ (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic): The recent major
developments in the struggle of the Palestinian people make the discussion of the
Palestinian cause at this particular time, and here in Geneva, an historic occasicn
of great importance for the Palestinian cause, an opportunity to take the
Pre-eminent position it deserves amongst the problems of the international
comunity. This is also an impor tant opportunity to define the responsibiliities
and duties the international community ought to shoulder in relation to'this
question in consonance with the objectives and pPrinciples of the United Nations
Charter in order to end the injustice and repression suffered by the Palestinian
People over past decagdes.

The most important of these developments has been the valiant uprising of the
Atagjpeople of Palestine and the historic decisions taken on 15 November at the
nineteenth extraordinary sezsion of the Palestine Mational Counci;. in Algiers, the
gession that most appropr iately bore the name of the uprising, the intifadah.

The uprising and the fact that it has continued courageously for more than a
vhole year now throughout the occupied territories, undaunted by the violence and

repression perpetrated by the occupation authorities, offers eloguent and tangible



BES/1jb A/43/PV.78
87

(Me. Aziz, Iraq)
procf of the vitality and vigour of the intrepid Palestinian people, their
attachment to the land of Palestine and their unwavering resclve to achieve
self-determination on that land. It was upcn this solid foundation, which became
apparent to the whole world, that the Palestine National Council decided to
proclaim the independent State of Palestine. The proclamation was a free, vigorous
and couragecus exercise of the right of self-determination, an exercige very much
in keeping with international legitimacy as reflected in the resolutions adopted by
the United Nationz since 1947, confirming the right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination, political independence and sovereignty over its national soil.
In proclaiming the independent State of Palestine, the Arsb people of Palestine |
have reaffirmed the democratic orientation of their State, its love for peace and
its commitment to peaceful coexistence. Thus, the Palestinian people has deciared
its resolve to work, through its independent State, for the achievement of a
lagsting peace based on justice zna respect for peoples' rights and, at the same
time, has called upon the United Nations, which has a special respongibility
towards the Palestinian cause, to help it achieve itsg legitimate objectives.

The Palestinian people has alse reiterated its commitment to the peaceful
gettlement of regional and international problems in accordance with the United
Nations Charter and United Nations resolutions. This people has also agsserted its
rejection of the threatened or &actual use of force, violence or terrorism against
the territorial integricy and political .independence of States, withcut prejudice
to their natural right of self-defence.

In addition to the proclamation of independence, the Palestine National
Council included in its political statement a balanced work ing programme for making

the necessary arrangements to ensure security and peace in the region.
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The world as a whole has a duty now to take a positive position with regard to
these decisions and to deal with them in earnest. It is most gratifying to note
the great number of States which are welcoming and recognizing those decisions. It
is necessary to point out, at the same time, that those States which have hesitated
80 far to announce their gupport, should end their hesitation and declare their
support of the decisions adopted by the Palestine NMational Council and recognize
the new independent State of Palestine. They should also come forward in clear
support of the call for an international peace conference to be held with the full
and equal participation of the Palestine Liberation Crganization. In this context,
we wish to say that, while we welcome the statement issued by the countries of the
European Community on 21 November, we look forward to seeing these countries shake
off whatever reluctance they may still have towards recognizing the independent
State of Palestine and come forward in support of this State, the establishment of
which constitutes a fundamental basis for the achievement of peace ir the Middle
East.*

Some of the legal pretexts used to justify non~zeccgnition of the State of
Palestine are clearly no longer part of the spirit of our age; nor are they in
harmony with the realistic cutlook necessary for the development of the provisions
of international law as a living structure responding to the needs of the age, and
not merely as rules which came about to meet the needs of times gone by.

The recent developments have confirmed two essential facts. Firat, there is
the courage demonstrated by the Palestinian people throughout their decades of

struggle, & struggle that has been crowned with their valiant upriazing and their

A ——t——

* Mr. Mortensen (Denmark), Vice~President, tock the Chair.
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absolute resolve to reject occupation and establish their own independent State.
Secondly, there is the fact that the leadership of the Palestinian people and their
legitimate representatives have shown that they are capable of taking bold
political decisions on a basis of international legitimacy and of the legal rules
and requlations that form the foundations of international relations in our dav and

age.,
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The negative attitudes of some States towards the Palestine Liberation
Organization and the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination and the
establishment of its independent State, come from some sort of unjustified
deference on the part of such States to the usurpers that have occupied the land.
Such attitudes have nc basis in justice, logic or law. They are arbitrary partisan
attitudes which favour the usurper that has occupied the land in violation of
international legitimacy. Hence, they are totally contrary to international law,
the rules of justice and the realities of our time.

Among those attitudes is that of the United States of America. By refusing to
grant PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat an entry visa to the United States of America,
which would have enabled him to address the General Assembly in New York, the
United States Administrétion not only acted in breach of the Headquarters
Agreement, as this General Assembly has decided, but indeed behaved in a manner
that is both arrogant and illogical. The United States position, while reflecting
the unwillingness of the American Administration to understand the legitimate
rights of the Arab People of Palestine or the right'of peoples to
self-determination, a basic feature of our modern age, is also gravely detrimental
to the cause of peace, security and justic;'e in the region.

The Iraqi Government, while deploring the United States position, salutes this
Assembly on having taken the right decision deplore that position and to move
its meetings to Geneva, where it could hear Mr. Yasser Arafat, the Chairman of the
Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organzation, deliver his speech.

Reference must also be made to the pesition adopted by the United Kingdom,
another permanent member of the Security Council, which has faileg to share with
the international community its legitimate and collective decision. Having been

the biggest imperialist Power that had controlled the area for a long time, the
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United Kingdom in particular remains historically responsible for the injustices
inflicted upon the Arab people of Palestine and for many of the problems of the
region. Britain has yet to demonstrate clearly its willingness to forget its
imperialist past and renounce its ambition for influence. Britain has continued to
adopt a negative and suspect stance on the Palestine issue and on other issues in
the region that can in neo way be of gervice to the quest for security, stability or
Justice.

We must also point out that the position adopted by certain countries
requiring the Palestinian people and their leaders to give one proof after another
of their good will towards the issue of peace is totally unbalanced and one~gided
in that it fails to require the occupiers themselves to show respect for the will
of the international community, international law and the United Nations
resolutions or to demand an end to their occupation of the land.

The occupier ought to understand that its insistence on occupation and on
denial of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people remains contrary to the
course of history, and that such a pogition is always doomed to failure. The
occupier should not underestimate the ability of the Palestinian people to continue
their struggle for the liberation of their homeland, the elimination of occupation
and the establishment of their independent State. Nor should the occupier
underestimate the determination of the Arab nation to stand by this legitimate
struggle. The experience of decades of continued Palestinian struggle, the
continued Arab support for this struggle and the wide international sol idarity
constitute tangible proof of this fact.

Iraq will remain <. ;ongly committed to s;.nppor:ting the just struggle of the
Palestinian people and the Paiestine Liberation Organization, its sole and

legitimate representative. Iraq has supported the decisions of the Palestine
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National Council and recognized the Palestinian State. In doing so, Iraqg has
proceeded from its firm stand in support of the choice made by the Arab people of
Palestine and their legitimate representatives and from its belief in the justice
of the cause of the Arab people of Palestine.

Following the decisions of the Palestine National Council, it has become
imperative that the United Nations should shouider its responsibilities under the
Charter, which ensures security, peace and justice for all. It is time this
Organization took the courageous decisions and stards that are needed in crder for
the peace process in the region to be placed on the right track.

Mr. AL-KHALIFA (Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic): At the outset, I

wish to congratulate the Comnittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People for its tireless efforts to call attention to the Palestinian
cause and to mobilize world public opinion with a view to enabling the Palestinian
people to regain their legitimate rights through serious efforts to bring about the
peace in the Middle East to which they aspire.

,The international community has great hopes, foliowing the historic meeting
between the two super-Powers in Moscow this year. A new and positive era of
détente has bequn in which ideological differences are overcome and the
possibilities of confrontation ar~ minimized. Among the indications of this
rapprochement are the agreement to resolve regional conflicts in the world and the
’increasing positive relations among the five permanent members of the Security
Council, a fag:t that has been reflected in the oollective decision-making process
on issues concerning world peace.

Hence the United Nations has resumed its normal role, under the Charter, as an
effective international system attempting to find appropriate solutions to

international conflicts and to create a favourable environment for coexistence
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and co-operation among peoples. There have been active negotiations with a view to
restoring peace in various hotbeds of tension, for example in Afghanistan and
Namibia. Unfortunately, however, the question of Palestine and the sitvuation in
the Middle East have not received equal attention.

The General Assembly is meeting today in Geneva in circumstances that are
beyond logic and law. Convening here instead of in New York to consider the
question of Palestine, is evidence that the international ccmmunity has committed
itself to safeguarding the independence and neutrality of the Organization and, at
the same time, has resisted any attempt to infringe international charters and
agreements,

We were astonished when the United States refused to issue a visa to
Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, in order to enable him to take part in the deliberations on the
question of Palestine despite the fact that the PLO enjoys observer status at the

United Nations.
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Nevertheless, the voice of Palestine will be heard from here - Geneva. There
is no power in the worid that can stifle the voice of truth, and Palestinian
opinion will reach everyone everywhere, including the very conscience of the
world. They wished to conceal the truth, but they will now see how wrong their
policy is.

For many long years noWw, ever since the Balfour Declaration in 1217, the
Palestinian people has been suffering from all kinds of persecution and organized
injustice. Since that date, this people has has been waging a bitter struggle to
preserve their national identity and legitimte rights, bringing its cause, among
other important isgues, to international attention. It has been and continues to
be subjected to various kinds of terrorism - from military to social and eccnomic
terrorism, from direct terrorism through the criminal Israeli practices in the
occupied territories to political terrorism., All this has been carried out by way
of illegal pressures and actions contrary to international law and conventions.
Israeli repressive measures include indiscriminate murder, collective detention,
destruction of houses and farms, control of water suppl ies and other inhuman
practices aimed at compell ing the Palestinian people to surrender.

The Arab people of Palestine has met these barbaric Zionist methods with
increased resistance and struggle against aggression, in a spirit of self-denial
and unprecedented heroism. It is providing the whole wor1ld with an example of the
human experience of a people determined to recover its rights and to establish a
just peace: the bold uprising - intifadah - noy in its second year, the true
expression of the feelings of the Palestinians in the face of the Israeli
occupation of their homeland.

The continuation of this popular uprising in the occupied territories, which
has been transformed into an organized legitimate revolution of the masses, stands

as clear evidence that the Palestinian people is de termined to recover its occupied
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land, to exercise its legitimate rights and to resist Israeli terrorism until its
national goals have been achieved.

From the violent clashes and confrontation in the occupied territories and
following upon the strong political wave in Algiers came the resolutions of the
Palestine National Council, its political communiqué and Declaration of
Independence for the State of Palestine, proclaimed on 15 November 19B8. They are
the genuine embodiment of the Palestinian people's will, as represented by all
current trends, Acceptance by the Palestine Maitonal Council of Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), associated with the right to
self-de termination, as the basis for convening the international peace conference
on the Middle East, and the sincere will reflected in accepting to resolve the
conflict peacefully, give Israel two options: either a comprehensive and just
peace or confrontation with the Palestinian resistance, which is growing daily. 2as
long as the crisis persists, the United Mations will remain seized of its historic
and moral responsibility until a just and lasting solution to the conflict is found.

The decisions of the Palestine MNMational Council have refuted the arguments
usually put forward by Israel and its allies in rejecting the status of the
Palestine Liberation Organization and failing to respond to peace efforts based on
international legitimacy.

It is regrettable that particularly at this time Tsrael should have taken a
negative attitude towards the decisions of the Palestine MNational Council and
continued its aggressive policy and terrorism. In so doing, Israel has reinforced
our conviction that it cares little and pays no attention to the voices calling for
peace in the region.

Clear evidence of that attitude was given in its recent barbaric aggression
against Lebanon, violating Lebanon's frontiers, territory, waters and air space

without any moral or human qualms. How can Israel or its allies speak of human
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rights or the struggle against terrorism when there continues to be massive killing
of innocent civilians - children, women and the elderly - in camps, using missiles
and cluster bombs? If that is not terrorism, then what is meant by tervorism?

Bahrain was in the vanguard of those States that have recognized the
independent Palestinian State, with Al Quds as its capital, since its establishment
was proclaimed. We consider this the embodiment of the Palestinian people's will
and as a first step on the right road to recovering its legitimte rights. The
Palestinian State has become a political reality that cannot be ignored. To try to
subjugate the Palestinians or to canpel them to live wnder abhorrent conditions of
occupation would be a waste of time, for such a policy has proved to be futile.,
Hope remiins strong in the United Mations and the international community at large
that the historic resolutions of the Palestine Naticnal Council will meet with the
worthy response they deserve. Events in the Middle East acre proceeding apace and
they require concertad international efforts at channelling them towards a Just and
comprehens ive peace in the region.

‘ The United Nations has played an effective role in defending the Palestinian
cause and attracting support from world public opinion, in accordance with the
principles and objectives of the Charter, which has resulted in recognition of the
PLO as the sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. At this
stage the United Nations cannot renounce its role of staunch defender of this just
cause, especially since the establishment of the independent Palestinian State has
now been proclaimed.

At this historic turning-point, it is natural that the United Mations should
recognize the Palestinian State, proclaimed on 15 November 1988, and confer upon it
{he status of Observer at the Organization. This political step is an
international imperative, given the recogni tion of that State by an increasing

number of States. This has become even more urgent following upon Jordan's
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decision to gsever its administrative and legal links with the Palestinian West
Bank. Hence the United Nations has to assume its responsibility as the appropr ia te
forum for negotiations with a view to finding a just solution to this question in
accordance with international legitimacy. This can be arhieved only by taking a
firm stand against the Israeli obstinacy in rejecting the convening of the
international peace conference to settle the Middle East confl ict, with the
Palestinian question at its core, in a just and lasting manner.

In the current climate of rapprochement and given the positive decisions of
the Palestine National Council, we believe that the international peace conference
on the Middle East must be convened immediately, under the auspices of the United
Nations and with the participation of all parties to the conflict, including, on
behalf of the State of Palestine, the PLO on an equal footing, and the five
permanent members of the Security Council. we also believe that this is the only
way to establish a just ang comprehensive peace in the Middle East, enabling the

Palestinian beople to exercise national sovereignty in their independent State.
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Iet us unite our efforts. Let the United Nations and the international
cormunity stand in support of Palestinian rights in order to establish a permanent
peace based on justice and equity. TIts achievement will fulfil one of the most

important Purposes and objectives of the United Mations.

Mr. BEMANANJARA (Madagascar) (interpretation from Prench): I welcome the
pPresence in ocur midst of Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Executive Conmitte.e of
the Palestine Liberation Organization, who, despite the thoroughly predictable
attitude taken by the United States of America, is today participating in our
debate by virtue of the clearly expressed, virtually unanimous, will of the General
Assembly. I thank the Secretary-General for convening this meeting in so short a
time and take this opportunity to extend cordial congratulations and thanks te the
Swiss authorities for their exemplary co-operation.

The question of Palestine has held the attention of our Organization since its
creation. Through many resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security
Council, we have unequivocally affirmed and reaffirmed the inalienable right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination without outside interference, to
independence and naticnal Sovereignty, and to the creation of its own State in
Palestine.

In keeping with the principle of the inadmissibility of territorial
acquisition by force, we have condemned Israel's occupation of Arab territories, we
have denounced its policy of oppression against the Palestinian people, and we have
recognized the legitimacy of the Palestine Liberation Organization as the sgole
representative of the Palestinian people.

This year, however, the question has acquired special significance because of
the Palzstinians people's courageous uprising, which has been going on now for
12 months in the occupied territories, and the proclamation of the State of

Palestine at the nineteenth extraordinary session of the Palestine National Council.
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We are faced, therefore, with a new situation, andv the reactions that it
Prompts call for the urgent search for an effective process of negotiation with a
view to an overall, just and lasting settiement to the problem of the Middle East,
and, of course, to the core question of Palestine,

Like the international community at large, we have followed with growing
indignation the repression unleaghed by Israel against a defenseless civilian
population in the occupied territories, These brutal and arbitrary reprisals call
to mind the worst violence of what we had thought to be a bygene era, except in
South Africa, the heir to colonialism and fascism and, moreover, a long-standing

ally of the Zionists,

On 3 November, thig year, prior to the adoption of resolution 43/21, the
representative of the Palestine Liberation Organization gave us a poignant account
of the daily atrocities Perpetrated by the Israeli forces of occupation. In that
regard the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palegstinian People gupplies irrefutable information about the repression geing on
in the occupied territories.

In fact, Israel, in suppressing the intifadah, is again endeavouring to deny
what is evident. Indeed, it has always rej;cted the legitimacy of the Palestine
national movement and itg leadership.

Faced with the latest developments of the situation, no one can doubt any
longer the determination of the Palestinians to forge their own destiny, despite

all repression. The intifadah hag manifestly consolidated the national unity of
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this martyred people which has been forcibly dispersed. The recent decisions of
the Palestine National Council in Algiers are an elogquent response to the popular
uprising in the occupied territories.

It iz pointless to hark back to the representation of the Palestinian peoples
it has already been settled. The General Assemdly itself, has in numerous
resolutions, recognized the Palestine Liberation Organization as that people‘s
sole, legitimate representative.

It was with understandable joy. therefore, that the Democratic Republic of
Madagascar learned of the Palestine National Council's proclamation of an
independent State of Palestine on 18 November. We deem it an honour to have been
amongst the first countries to recognize the new State.

In a mes.ye addressed to Yasser Arafat, Mr. Didier Ratsiraka, President of
the Demcratic Republic of Madagascar, emphasized inter alia:

| "Madagascar, loyal to its commitment to support the just struggle of the

Palestinian people under the leadership of the PLO, its sole and legitimate

representative, warmiy hails the birth of the new independent State that has

emerged from the sovereign self-determination and legitimate aspirations of
your courageous peopie. ¢

"The Democratic Republic of Madagascar has therefore decided to recognize
de jure, from this day on, the independent Palestinian State according to the
relevant rules of international law.”

The political declaration adopted by the Palestine National Council testifies
to the acute sense of responsibility of the Palestinian leaders and to their
realistic pezception of the situation.

The proposals of the Palestine National Council are clear and decigive:
Peaceful coexistence between the two Peoples, Jewish and Palestinian, on the basis

of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations which recognize the right to
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existence in Palestine of both States, Jewish ang Arab., The legitimacy of Israel
is based on resolution 181 (1Y) of 29 November 1947, which also containe the
condi tions for international legitimacy and gquarantees the right' of the Palestinian
People to sovereignty and independence.

To that end, the .!"aizestine National Council advocavtess the convening of an
international peace contetenée on thé Middle East pursuant to the guidelines aznd
other provisions contained in i:esoiutions 38/58 C and 41/43 D of the General
Assembly; demands, on the one hand, Israei's withdrawal from all of the tecrritories
it has occupied since 19€7, including Jerusalem, and, on the other, the abrogation
of all annexation measures and, finally, the dismantl ing o.f Israeli settlements in

the occupied territor ies,
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To create a climte favourable to success in the negotiations, and to prono te
the conciuwsion of a comprehensive political gettlement, the Security Council is
called upon to take effective measures to ensure the security and protection of the
Palestinian people. The international community has welcomed the historic decision
of the Palestine Mational Council and considere it has created new opportuni ties
for finding peace in the Middle East.

The recent statements of Mr. Yasser 'Atafat in Stockholm unequivocally
confirmed the intentions of the PLO, and we find it reasonable and encouraging that
the Swedish Government reacted ibmeidately by reéognizing the State of Palestine.
But Igrael and the United States have rejechea the Palestinian peace offer,
alleging that the moderate tone of the Palestinians is a hoaz and rejecting the
proclamation of the State of Palestine. They would subject the future of the
occupied territories to negotiations to which the PLO would be adnitted only if it
met a number of preconditions, among them explicit recognition of the State of
Israel and its right to exist and the renunciation of terrorism,

Need we yet again state that the Algiers declaration, like that made in
Stockholm, quite clearly and unamb iguously responds to those so-called condi tions?
Concerning recogition of the State of Israel, the Palestine Naticnal Council
explitly refers to Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) as the
basis for an internaticnal peice conference on the Middle East. We all know that
resclution 242 (1967) guarantces the existence of the States of the region.
Moreover the Israeli withdrawal required by the Palestine Rational Council is
limited to the Arab and Palestinian territories Israel has cccupied since 1967,

including Jerusalem.
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Concerning terrorism, the Algiers declaration explicitly reiterates the
Palestinian people's repudiation and rejection of terrorism in all its forms,
including State terrorism.

Indeed it is clear there are double standards in certain circles as soon as
the fate of the Palestinian people is involved. Palestinians are required to
recognize Israel when their own existence is being denied. At ptesent, the
Palestinians are taking a moderate and reaiistic position, but the Israelis respond
by saying they do not need to be recognizeds; they ne;é no recognition by the ’
Palestinians. But what is expected of tﬁé Palestinians? Are fhEy expected to just
disappear for ever and abandon their most basic and fundamental‘rights, their
national identity and their right to self-determination?

Our Organization has & special responsibility towards the‘balestinién peopl e}
it must right a wrong that has existed for more than 40 yearé. We must make
specific constructive efforts to bring about the speedy convening of an
international peace conference on the Middle East.

That is why my delegation supports the recommendations of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian people contained in documeﬁt
5/43/35 and calls on the major Powers that are permanent members of the
Sécutity Council to use their influence to see that those recommendations are
impl emented.

Finaliy, on behalf of our President and my delegation I warmly congratulate
Chairman Arafat for his very courageous and realistic address he made to this
Organization today and, through it, to the world community. It was a message of
peace full of wisdom addressed to all parties involved in the poignant question of

the Middle East, at the core of which is the question of Palestine.
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has been the stage for a debate o the Palestinian question, one of the most just
causes of our time. It is an issue in dire need of solution, An issue that tests
the extent of the commitment of céunt:ri.’es and organizations .to, and their advocacy
of, principles for which humanity has struggled: thé right of peoples to freedom,
eelfndetermination and independence, and rejection of , and resistance against,
occupa tion.

Today, in the beautiful and hospitable city of Geneva, we are discussing in
all its dimensions the Palestinian issue and its impact on the péce, security and
stability of the Middle Fast region and the world as a whole. But despite the
dimensions of the issue and all the long 'years' of debate in internat‘icna'l forums,
vhile the Palestinian people have continued to suffer increasingly under occupatioﬁ
and injustice, major world Powers have persistently worked with Israel to obstruct
the peace process by closing the door to solution of the issue in accordance with
international documents and relevant résolutions. It is as though thosze Powers
have not found it sufficient to help the occupier and participate with it ;n
usurping land, uprocting the Palestinian people and expelling and oppressing them;
they have also neglected their special role and responsibilities under the Char ter
in the solution of international issues on a neutral and iméat’tial basis, and they
have gone to extremes in their pto-Israeq. bias, usin§ various pretexts, |

The General Assembly has come to Geneva to hear the statement of
Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization, in which he
has offered a new endeavour towards peace for the Palestinian pebpie inside and
outside the occupied territories and explained the Palestinian éosition, which
responds to changesg in the international arena and embraces certain concepts and

demands, as influential political powers had hoped,
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We are greatly surprised that those Powers, which Presented certain cenditions
for the opening of dialogue with the PLO in an effort to give an impetus to the
peace process, have now adopted a negative attitude towards the positive stand
taken by che PLO and its National Council. The General Assembly has come to Geneva
following the action of the pPresent Administration of the United States, the

Government of the country hosting United Nations Headquarters, in closing the door

That illegal action by the United States Administtation, in addition to openly
violating the Host Country Agreement, contravened the very democratic values and
traditions in which it takes pride, foremcst among which are freedom of expression

and opinion, freedom of access to other opinions, and freedom of debate.



JP/ed A/43/PV.78
111

(Mr. Al-Sabah,  Kuwait)

However, the power of righteousness and the sway of logic know no limits and
cannot be blocked, for like the rays of bright sunlight dissipating darkness they
Penetrate to eliminate falseness.

Thg characterization of a people's struggle as terrorism is just a pretext to
Prevent a‘'voice from being heard and to induce rejection of its cause. This is
regrettable. .We disapprove of it, for it constitutes a serious, far-reaching
precedent, and we all bear the responsibility of standing up against it.

Throughout the years the Palestinian struggle has stood out as one that is
consistent, diversified .and unyielding. The latest honourable chapter of the
struggle is the uprising, which a few days ago entered its second year, firmer,
more vigorous and better armed. It is truly a historic event, one which can by no
means be reversed. The uprising may be considered as a further step in man's
struggle against coercionm, despotism and occupation as well as in his unceas ing

determination to maintain his homeland, his integrity, his freedom and the

restoration of his usurped rights.

The essence of the uprising is the struggle for a homeland, for man's dignity
and freedom and for the restoration of rights. The foundation of all that is the
relation between the man of the uprising and his land, and the faith ia his
inalienable rights, which has, since the dawn of freedom and dignity been beyond
doubt. The uprising has assumed the basic characteristics of the decades-long
struggle of the Palestinian people, because it is an -all-out popular revolution
that embodies the unanimity of a nation -~ the elderly, the youth, the children and
the women - to reject the occupation and to restore their legitimate rights.

The generations of the uprising have dislocated all the wagers and illusions
of the Palestinian people's enemies about turning occupation into a fait accompli

and pushing the Palestinian cause into the shadow of oblivion and out-datedness.
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The steadfastness of the Palestinian people has thus endured in the face of all
Israeli attempts to bury the Palestinian revclution. The generation of the
uprising which has not been intimidated by their bones being broken or their being
buried alive and has not been sghackled by fear, is telling Israel that the
continuation of the occupaticn is impossible.

The courageous Palestinian upris ing has shaken the Zionist entity and thus
made it behave erratically and commit brutal crimes against the Palestinian people.
’ Kuwait calls on the international community to condemn the cocercive Israeli
policies and its repressive practices in the occupied Arab lands in violation of
the basic human rights of the Palestinian pPeople. The Israeli behaviour
constitutes a flagrant violation of international laws and conventions,
Particularly the Pourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilians
in Time of War, of 1949,

It i8 no secret that the aim of the iron-fist policy and the terrorist acts
commi tted continuously by Israel is in fact the prodressive annexation of the
Palestinian 1and as well as of the other occupied Arab lands in the Syrian Golan or
in scuthern Lebanon. The atrocities perpetrated inside the occupied Arab lands are
accompanied by terrorist aggression outside, against innocent civilian
concentrations of population, both Palestinian and Lebanese. The latest Israeli
military operation in Lebanon, which constitutes a flagrant violation of the
independence and territorial integrity of that sisterly country, is but a recent
manifestation of Israel's arrogance and intransigence, at a time when the whole
international community oppcses its shameful behaviour and its persistent rejection
of efforts for peace aimed at the restoration of security and stability in the

Middle East on the basig of justice and international legality.
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In gpite of all thosg Israeli atrocities and terr@rist acts, the uprising has
managed to promote a degp;national séntiment and strengthen the concept of
Palestinian unity, a fact whiéh has led not énly Palestiniéns but also Arab
countries and all the peacg-ioving nations of the world to zall& beﬁindtthe
Palestine Liberation Otganization (PLOC) and thus has asserted once again‘that the
PLO is the sole, legitimate representative and the diplomatic arm of the
Palestinian people. That fact was perfectly illustrated dur ing the Palegtine
National Council session of the historic uprising recently held in Algeria.

We have listened to the historic speech of Mmr. Yasser Arafat, the Chairman of
the PLO, in which he reviewed the important resolutions adopted by the Palestine
National Council on 15 November, foremost of which was the historic resolution
establishing the independent Palestinian State.

The establishment of that State means the emergence of a new reality in’
international relations and halances. It was a step that represented victory for
realism and maturity and a call for peace that seeks a way out of the whirlpool of
destruction and bloodshed to the comfort of stability and peace.

The resolution declaring the Palestinian State has made the United Nations
pParticularly the permanent menbers of the Sscurity Council, face up to their
historical responsibilities in the implementation of the relevant United Nations
resolutions; especially General Assembly resolution 181 (II), which has not yet
been fully implemented. It is considered a major shift on the Palestinian
question, which is the core of the Israeli-Arab conflict, and it markas the
beginning of an phrase towards the political gettlement of that significant

issue.
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The PLO hag alvays called for pesce in return for the Palestinian people's
right to self-determination and to establish their independent State with Holy
Jerusalem its capital, whereas Isr~el has proved through its policies and continued
aggreasion that it is against peace, and that even its appetite and greed for
expansion at the expense of others are boundless.

Kuwait regards the Paslestine National Council's declaration of a Palestinian
State, with its political programme and realistic nature as a strong weapon which
will give the Palestinian upr ising and its masses the feeling that thei: preciocus
sacrifices are not in vain and that they are producing positive results for the
benefit of the Palestinian cause.

The majority of countries - about 87 - have so far recognized the Palestinian
State, convinced of the justness of this cause and believing that declaring the
State is a flexible step, characterized by moderation and realism; a move that
reats on a egolid foundation in international law.

Kewait registers here its utmost appreciation of the countries that have set
out to recognize this State, and it appeals to all other countries to follow suit.
The experiences of nations that sought to attain independence and liberation and to
Join the United Nations through the fight for liberation and the popular struggle
should motivate their prompt action, nét only in recognizing the Palestinian State,
but also In providing it with all forms of support to help it attain the fre- "om of

its people and regain their usurped legitimate rights.
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Fur thermore, Ruwait Pays a tribute to the positive stance of the Twelve
countries of the European Community towards the declaration of the independent
Palestinian State, despite the inadequacy of that reserved position, for we were,
and still are, hoping that their welcome will be upgraded to the level of
recogni tion of the independent State, particularly since the Twelve recognized in
their Venice Declaration of 1980 the legitimate Palestinian rights, including the

tight to self-determination.
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From this platform we call upon the United States, in particular, not to let
this historic opportunity 8lip out of its hands because of unjust restrictions that
it imposed on itself as a condition for talking with the P10 and its leaders. It
did so for motives and interests that are blind to truth and justice, and is thus
unable to consider the overall context and genuine dimensions of the issue.

We are at a crossroads, where history is pausing for crucial moments to
observe the ability of all of us to overcome the hardships and seek to learn the
facts and lessons of our age and to find inspiration from the struggle of its
generations. The right to life and to a dignified living is a sacrc * right of all
peoples, and the Palestinian pPeople expect us all to help them attain that right,
So let us work together to preserve this right. The path to that end is already
mapped out and clears it is the path of the international peace conference, under
the auspices of the United Nations and with the participation of the Security
Council's permanent members and all the parties involved in the issue, including
the PLO, the sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, and within
the context of the Political Declaration of the Algiers meeting and all the
relevant United Mations resolutions, including Security Council resolutions
242 (1967) and 338 (1973) , mentioned in that Declaration.

We also hope that the United States will realize that it stands alone in its
adherence to Israeli concepts in sticking to the status quo and letting things stay
as they are, with the aim of undermining any prospects for a just peace in the
Middle East region.

A new atmosphere now prevails in the world community. It is characterized by
détente and a true desire to solve intractable regional problems through the United
Nations. FRuwait therefore calls upon the world Organization to extend its

credibility to the Arab-Israeli conflict by pressuring Israel, which rejects
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internaticnal consensus, into complying with the international wili, withdrawing
from all occupied Arab territories, and providing the opportunity for the nascent,
independent Palestinian State to carry out its role and regpongibilities on its
naticnal soil.

Kuwait believes that, necessary and urgent as peace for the Middle Bast region
is, the full rights of the Palestinian people are also the essence of, and
condition for, that peace. Without those legitimate rights that peace becomes a
deceptive mirage.

Pinally, we wish to send to the Palestinian peopie an expression of pride and
appreciation of their blessed, heroic intifadah, hoping soon to see the flag of
Palestine fluttering alonside the flags of the other United Rations Member States.
I am more than confident that the mijority of Members attending these General
Asserbly meetings share that hope with me.

Mr . ALATAS (Indonesia)s Although I had occasion during the general
debate to congratulate the President on his assumption of the presidency of the
forty-third session of the General Assembly, I cannot let this occas ion pasgs
without paying tribute to him for the outstanding leadership he has provided to our
deliberations over the past three menths. We are confident that at these meetinga
specifically devoted to a question of paramount importance to the international
compunity he will again distinguish himself in guiding the proceedings to a
fruitful conclusion.

I should also like to take this opportunity to join those who have already
welcomed to our midst Chairman Yaeser Arafat, leader of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), and to express our deep gratitude to him for his inspiring
addreas and message of pPeace, which I am sure wiil make a gingular contribution to

the success of our meetings,
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The unprecedented decision to convene the General Assembly in Geneva in order
to hear the views of Chairman Arafat is not only an appropriate honour bestowed on
him, but is also a fitting homage to the PLO, recognized by the United Nations as
the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

These meetings, moreover, is an expression of international solidarity and
support for the intifadah, the popular uprising in the Palestinian occupied
territories in heroic defiance of the Israeli coloﬁial occupation. And the
presence here of so many delegations represented at the ministerial level

underscores the significance that we all attach to the heroic decisions taken at

thie nineteenth extraordinary session of the Palestine National Council (PNC) held
in Algiers last month.

The turbulent events of the past year have brought about a dramatic change in
the occupied territories. The spontaneous pzotests that began in December 1987
have now become a sustained and widespread popular rebellion, pitting the brutal
force of Israeli military might against the unflinching determination, unity and
revolutionary fervour of the Palestinian masses.

The intifadah has effected a profound transformation in the strategic
dimensions of the Arab-Israeli conflict and of its core issue, the Palestinian
struggle for natiomal liberaticn and independence. It is now universally
acknowledged as a categbzical repudiation by the Palestinian people of all strata,
~both inside and outside their homeland, of a gtatus quo under Israeli colonial
occupation. Indeed, having withstoogd every attempt to contain or suppress it, the
intifadsh crastitutes irrefutsble proof of the indomitable spirit and absolute
faith of the Palestinian nation in attaining the restoration of its inalienable

national rights to return, to exercise self-determination and to establish a
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sovereign, independent State in Palestine. And, Israel, by its own actions, has
exposed before the world the moral and political bankruptcy of its aggressive and
expansionist designs towards Palestine and the Arab nation as a whole.

To its lasting credit, the international community from the outset recognized
the dire implications for international peace and security of Iscael's methods in
dealing with the uprising. The Security Council was virtually in continuous
session from December to April last, and it has adopted a series of resolutions
demanding Israel to desist forthw.th from its policies and practices that are in
such gross violation of the Charter of the United Nations, the 1949 Geneva
Conventions and other internationally accepted norme of civilized behaviour.
Likewise, the Assembly, in a special plenary session held on 3 November, adopted
resolution 43/21, which condemned Israel for viclating the human rights and
fundamental freedoms of the Palestinian people and urged the Security Council again
to take up the situation in the occupied territories. By thege decisions, the
Member States have unambiguously pronounced their revulsion at the appalling
dimensions of repression, deprivation and death to which the Palestinian population

in the occupied territories have been subjected for over a year.
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Yet, despite all the condemnations, demands and &ppeals, Igrael, with its
customary response, continues to flout the will of the international comunity,
encouraged, as it gseems feel, by the almost mechanical support extended by its
allies and friends.

Depr ived of any other reourse, the courageous Palestinisns have pursued the
only altr/native open to them - that of continuing their legitimate and just
struggle to regain their usurped rights,

In this struggle the Paleatine Liberaticn Crganization is unquastionably the
Supreme political embodiment of the Palestinian national revolution, and this
fundamental fact cannot be changed by force of arms. Heither can Israel‘'s
Propaganda machine, nor attempta to ban the PLO Cbserver Mission to the United
Nations or to deny the Chairman of that Organiz;tion the opportunity to bring his
peace proposals to the Organization diminish the reality that the PLO is and always
has been the gole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, and
hence the Ptincipal party in the Arab-Israeli conflict and the question of
Palestine, Consequently, any approach which ignores the PLO or denles it its
rightful place as a full partner on an equal footing in the gearch fot 2 solution
will be an exercise in futility.

The irreversible intensification of the intifadsh as well as the decision by
the Ringdom of Jordan to sever its administrative and legal ties with the West Bank
paved the way for the historic dacisions taken by the PNC at its meeting on 15
November 1988 to proclaim the indzpendent State of Palestine, in Daleatine and with
Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital. By that proclamation, the Palestinian stzugglé ‘
for national liberation has risen t »aw heights of reality and authenticity. It
has done so by also omnitting itselt inter alia to Pursue a comprehensive,

political settlement of the Arab~Israeli conflict, and of the question of
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Palestine, as its core issue, within the framework of the United Nations Charter
"ar'\d all relevant United Nations resolutions, inclqding General Assembly resolution
181 (II) and Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973)3 to participate
on an equal fcoting in negotiations within the a)nt:ext of an international peace
conference under the auépices of the mitédluations and on the basis of acceptance
of Palestinian national rights and aspitai;ioﬁg as well as Israel *s withdrawal from
all occupied Palestinian and other Arab tetrit’o;ies, including Arab Jerusalem; to
support the establishment and assurance by the Security Council of arcangements for
security and peace amohg all States in the region, including the Palestinian States
and to reject all forms of terrorism, including State terrorism, in accordance with
United Mations resclutions, while retaining the legitimate right to resist foreign
occupation, and to struggle for national indepéhdenée'. : o N

These historic decisions speak with a clarity and realism that should thwart -
all attempts to portra§ the PLO as anything but a true national iiberation
movement, imbued with a deep sense of responsibility and commitment to the
aspirations of its people.

It is deeply gratifying to Indonesia that these statesmanlike and consttuct:ive
steps have been welcomed by an overwhelming majority of States, with a great many
of them according de jure recognition to the new Palestinian State.

For its part, Indonesia hag already - on 16 November 1988 - e’x'tended its '

recognition to the Palestinian State. This decision was as natural as it wac

logical, as the Palestinian cause has always been fully consistent with the

principles of our own raison d'étre, as enshrined in our Constitution, which

declares:

’
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"Since independence is the right of every nation, any form of subjuga tion in

this world is contrary to humanity and justice, and must therefore be

abolisghed. "
Moreover, how could we sanctify the principle cf struggle for national independence
and sovereignty for our own nation and not identify with similar struggles waged by
genuine liberation movements, such as the PIO? We thus seek nothing more nor less
for the Palestine naticn than w;aat we ourselves have achieved for ocur own people -
independence and justice, in true freedom and human dignity.

It is evident that an arduous road still lies ahead in overcoming the legacy
of decades of enmity, injustice and mutual suspicion prevailing in the region.
However , we fully concur with the view expressed by our Secretary-General, as
contained in his most recent repcrt on the situation in the Middle East:

’.';rhe recent session of the Palestine National Council in Algiers has
generated a new momentum in the diplomatic process and I believe it offers
fresh opportunities for progress towards peace which should be seized. "

We believe, as he does, that:

"Every gesture towards peace should be nurtured if we are to overcome the

mistrust that is so deeply felt on all sides." (A/43/867; para. 37)

Thus bold initiatives are called for in order to break the deadlock on the
convening of the international peace conference on the Middie East » as endorsed by
General Agssenbly resolution 38/58 C. We believe that such efforts would be greatly
faciliﬁated by placing the Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, under
temporary United Nations supervision, as this would put an end to the intimidation
and oppression against the Palestinian pecple and thereby create an atmosphere

conducive to the success of the peace conference.
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By the decisions taken at the WC meeting, the PLO has provided a tangible
manifestation of its firm comuitment to engage in negotiations for peace with
Israel through the modality of the International Peace Conference. Likewise, at
the Extraordinary Arab Summit last June in Algiers the Arab States renewed their
support for the convening of the Conference. The International Peace Conference
thus remains the only viable and effective negotiating framework to resolve the
var jous interrelahed aspects of the Arab~Israeli conflict as well as the
multipl icity of contending interests inherent to them, foremost among which is
Palestinian national independence and scvereign statehood.

Clearly, the time has come for Israel seriously to reconsider its position and
to realize that the mly pat:h to peace and to a viable guarantee of its own
security is through a comprchensively negotiated and equitably conceived political
solution which would be in the interest of all the States in the region, including
Istael. Likewise, we strongly urge Israel's supporters to recognize the new
realities as they pertain to the Palestinian question and to change their present
rigid policy to one of foresight and flexibility, by co-operating with the
Secretary~General in his efforts to expédi te the convening of the International
Peace Conference. It is now more urgent than ever before to defuse the explosive
gituation by concentrating our collective efforts on giving peace a chance.

Finally, I reaffirm that Indonesia, within its means and abilities, will
continue to render all possible assistance to the Palestinian people, led by the
PLD, in the legitimate realization of their sacred cause - the effective exercisge

of their sovereignty in the newly proclai.'med Palestinian State.
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Mr. BESSAIH (Algeria) (interpretation from Arabic): A year ago the
Palestinian people entered a new phase in its national liberation struggle by
rising up in the occupied territories against its oppressor, thus loudly

proclaiming it:s rejection of occupation and faits accomplis.

The popular intifadah has been conszclidated and expanded over the months,
4drawing new strength from the daily heroism of thousands of children, armed only
with their faith in their sacred cause; through the *ntifadah the Palestinian
people has wished to bear witness to its unquenchable determination to recover the
national t-ghts that have been wrenched from it and to establish itself as a free
people on its liberated historic homeland.

By solemnly proclaiming, on 15 November at Algiers, the independent State of
Palestine, with its capi tal at al—Quds al-Sharif, the Palestinian people has come
closer to the day when it will be ablﬂ again to come together in its recovered
homeland and return to building a society marked by justice, coexistence and
Prosperity: a society the sons of Palestine, whether in their occupied homeland or
in exile, have never 'ren'ounced.

The conflict that has rent the Middle East for four decades, and which because
of its persistence and many manifestations poses the gravest of threats to
international peace and security, has always confronted us with vhat has always
bee'\ its principal facet ~ the question of Palestine - in spite of attempts to
reduce it to one or another of its components.

The question of Palestine is .a people dispossessed of its land and national
rights. It iz also the persistent denial of those rights and the pursuit of a
policy of the total zionization of the occupied Palestinian territories with a view

to turning the occupation into an irreversible fait accompli,

i
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It is to that end that the policy of annexation is actively pursued through
the creation of new 3ettlements, the massive transfer of settlers, the confiscation
of Arab lands and the harassment of Palestinian landowners to force them into
exile. We witness at the same time the methodical implementation of a programme to
suppress Palestinian cultural, religious and historical identity, with its primary
target the Holy City of al-Quds. The sacrilegious acts against the Holy Places of

Islam ~ including the desecration of the al-Agqsa Mosque and other Holy Places

symbolizing the ongoing Palestinian and Islamic Presence through the eenturies -
have increased in number in recent months, prompting legitimate outrage by all
those who are devoted to civilized values and consider these places of worship to
be inviolable.

Indeed, this territorial and cultural dispossession is an aspect of one
strategy intended to change radically the derographic composition, physical nature,
instituticnal structure ang legal status of the occupied territories with a view to
their ultimate annexation.

Carried out with impunity and in deliberate breach of General Assenbly and
Security Council resolutions and the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention,
this constitutes a challenge to the international community and confirms -~ if
confirmation were needed ~ the Zionist régime's aspiration to place itself outside
universally accepted norms and create faits'accomglis. That is why the uprising
against the forces of oppression should be seen as the affirmation of the
unalterable Palestinian nature of the occupied territories.

Thus, 2 new generation of Palestinians, born and raised under occupation, in
promoting a new phase in the nationrl liberation struggle, are firmly refuting the
thinking of those who thought, or hoped, that in time the Palestinian people would

grow accustomed to its situation and reccnciled to its fate - as if time ocould make
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the national rights of a people disappear, abolish that people's collective memory ,
and break down its desire to live in freedom.

Four decades of occupation and virulent repression and numerous attempts to
stifle the Palestinian identity have not stemmed, indeed cannot stem, the
irresistible impetus of freedom borne by Palestinians from generation to generation.

Nor will the daily martyrs, the banishments, the mass arrests - in sum, the
policy of repression faced by the Palestinian people in its occupied homeland - or,
much less, the repeated aggression by Zionist forces against it in the camps of
southern Lebanon, prevail over the heroic uprising now that the Palestinian people
feels more than ever that final victory is near and that the realization of its
natioanl aspirations is inevitable.

Through its intifadah the Palestinian people has reminded us that the Middle
East conflict, whatever its ramifications, concerns and involves first and foremost
the Palestinian people, and that the only true peace is peace based on the full
restoration of the inalienable national rights of the Palestinian pecple. That is

a fundamental fact that no one can conceal and that cannot be repeated too often.
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There can be no lasting peace in the Middle East if the Palestinian people are
not involved and, a  fortiori, if anything is imposed on them. That means that the
national rights of the Palestinian people, including its right to
self-determination, must be restored. It means also that 211 the occupied Arab
territories, including the Golan Heights, must be vacated, Finally, it means that
the Palestine Liberation Organization (FLO), its sole, legitimate representative,
must be fully involved in all peace negotiations.

On the basis of those fundamental facts, the General Assenbly made a
rendezvous with history 14 years ago when it enshrined the national dimension of
the Palestinian people, reaffirmed the illegality of the occupation of their
territories and the need for Israel's forces to withdraw from them wi thout delay,
and recognized the status of the PLO as the sole, legitimate repregsentative of the
Palestinian people and the indispensable partner in any negotiations on the Middle
East problem.

Having made that right choice - which has since been confirmed at each session
by the internatiocnal community - the Asgembly was able five Years ago to define the
elements of a solution to the conflict and determine the framework in which the
negotiations should be held. That framework is the international peace conference
on the Middle East, under the auspices of the United Nations and with the
participation of the permanent members of the Security Council and all the parties
to the conflict, including the PLO - the sole, legitimate représentative of the
Palestinian people -~ on a footing of equality with all the other parties.

In that connection, we can state today that the principie of the holding of
this conference as well as the bases on which it must operate enjoys the widespr=ad

support of the international community.
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For its part, the Arab nation, during the last Summit of Arab Heads of State,
held in June in Rlgiers, endorsed the principle of the conference. During its
historic meeting in Algiers, the Palestine National Council also solemly endorsed
the holding of the conference and the bases on which it must operate in order to
achieve a just and final solution to the Middle East conflict.

In its clear pronouncement and its demonstration of a true avareness of its

responsibilities regarding the convening of the international conference and the

bases on which it should be Structured, the Palestine National Council has
undoubtedly given a new and decisive impetus to the process leading to the holding
of the conference.

The proclamation of the State of Palestine and the definition of the elements
that should be the bases for the negotiations to be initiated at the conference
flow from the repeatedly demonstrated determination of the PLO truly to work for a
Just and final settlement of the Middle East conflict.

The profound satiafaction with which the international community welcomed the
proclamtion of the State of Palestine and the political declaration adopted by the
Palestine National Council demonstrate that the deéisions taken in Algiers were
just and reasonable. That is demonstrated also by the broad movement towards
recognition of the new State of Palestine, as well as by the firm support that hag
been expressed, particularly by Presideat Mugabe on behalf of the Movement of
Non-aligned Countries.

However, at the very moment when a consensus is emerging on the need to hold
the international pesce conference znd when the eminently positive nature of the
recent decisions by the Palestine National Council is being unanimously welcomed,

the leaders of Israel, true to their policy of intransigence, persist in refusing
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and rejecting any possibility of giving peace a chance - as is shown by the recent
Zionist aggression against Lebanon.

At the same time, moving against the current of efforts required to strengthen
the chances for a just and lasting solution to the question of Palestine, and as if
to thwart the peace momentum resulting from the Algiers decisions, the United
States Government ~ in flagrant violation of its international obligations,
Particularly under its 1947 Headquarters Agreement with the United Nations -
decided to prevent the Chairman of the PLO from coming to Uhited Mations
Eeadquarters to bring the international community the message of peace and hope
contained in the Algiers decisions. That action, which is extremely damaging and
which the General Asserbly, almost unanimously, found to be reprehensible, must not
in any way hinder the efforts to accelerate the convening of the international
conference. 1In other words, these efforts must be pursued by everyone more than
ever before, and, for its part, the Security Council must play its full role, in
keeping with the mandate given it by the General Aggembly, in the convening of the
international conference and must do everything possible to remove the obstacles
that have so far prevented this. The Council must resolut;ely carry out that task
if it wishes to confirm its determination to regain full use of its authority in
the settlement of conflicts threatening international peace and security and make
its greatly desired contribution to the settlement of the Middle East conflict.

Pending such a settlement, the United Nations must seriously consider the
possibility of exercising for a limited period a form of supervision over the
occupied territories, in order to protect the civilian population from arbitrary
acts by the occupier, which goes so far ags to deny them the fundamental guar antees
of the Fourth Geneva Convention, and in order to create a climate propitiocus to the

success of the international conference and the conclusion of a just, comprehensive
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and final solution to the conflict. In the same spirit, the General Assembly today
has the historic chance of giving concrete expression to the international
community 's impatience at the continued denial of the national rights of the
Palestinian people, by welcoming the State of Palegtine in its midst,

The dangerous development of the Middle East conflict and the fact that it has
spread in recent years to other geographical areas are evidence of the worsening of
the conflict and its risks for international peace and security. whether regarded
as local or regional, this conflict, in spreading to the entire Mediterranean
region, has proved that its developments could affect even regions most able to
contain it or to protect themselves from its fallout.

However, at the very time when the Zionist régime seems to wish to extend its
field of aggression to other places, the very core of occupied Palestine - which it
had thought it hagd completely subjugated - has risen up against its lawe and has
been brutally Proving to it that the force of arms, awesome as it may be, is doomed
to defeat when confronted by the force of convictions.

My country, which wrested its independence at a very high price, knows that
the struggle of pecples subijected to occupation can have no other outcome but the

tecovery of their freedom and dignity.



BHS/13b A/43/PV.78
136

(Mr. Bessaih," Alger ia)

On this occasion, Algeria, which has never spared either its support or its
efforts for the consolidation of the unity of the ranks and the independence of the
decisions of the Palestinian resistance and for the coming together of the Arab
nation around the Palestinian cause, once again hails the people of the glor ious
intifadah and reiterates to them its steadfast support until the total achievement
of their national rights,

Before concluding, I should like to pose a question from this rostrum. at a
time when, under the auspices of the United Nations and thanks to the persevering
efforts of the Secretary-General, hotbeds of discord and injustice are being
gtamped cut in the world and regional conflicts are moving towards solution, can
the international community afford to miss this unparalleled opportunity to put out
the fire in the Middle East that threatens world security and to restore the rights
of a people? Noj3 we must act. Peace demands ity conscience dictates it; justice

requires it.

Mc. PAPOULIAS (Greece) (spoke in Greekj English text furnished by the

delegation): Through my presence here, the 12 members of the European Community
want to underline the importance they attach to this debate. They have
particularly profound and important historical, poli tical, geographic, economic,
religious, cultural and human links with the countries and the peoples of the
Middle East. They, therefore, cannot but follow with the greatest interest events
in a region 30 close to them and try to contribute, insofa~ as they can, towards
finding a solution to the problems of the region. Among these precblems, we note
the urgency of the Palestinian question, the sericusness of the situation in the

territories occupied by Israel and the absence of a peace process.
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The Twelve have on several occasions expressed their deep concern with respect
to the deteriorating situation in the occupied territories and the increasing
feeling of disappointment and desperation among the population of these
territories, which can only worsen if there is no prospect of a negotiated solution.

They believe that the international community has a political and moral
responsibility to find a solution and that it must face it without delay.

In accordance with the fundamental principles which inspire their foreign
policy, they believe firmly and profoundly in the role of the United Nations and
consider that it is the appropriate forum in which a real dialogue between the
parties concerned could take place.

The Twelve - which would have wished this debate to take place in its natural
forum, New York - welcome nevertheless the fact that it is taking place with the
direct participation of the Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO). They consider it important for the discussion to contribute towards the
achievement of the only objective which counts, that is, the rapid start of a
peaceful, just and comprehensive soclution to the crisis.

In the Venice Declaration of 1980 and in their successive statements, the
member States of the European Community have clearly and coherently Gefined the
Principles on which a solution of the Arab-Israeli conflict has to be based. I
ghould like here to summarize the essential elements: Israeli withdrawal from the
territories occupied since 1967 and the recognition of the right of all the States
of the region, including Israel, to existence and security, on the basis of
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) of the United Nations Security Council; and
recognition of the right of the Palestinian pecple to gelf-determination with all

that this implieg.*

* Mr. Rana (Nepal), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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From these statements, it is evident that the member States of the European
Comunity attach the same importance to those two fundamental principles and that,
in our view, they remain indivisible.

Wishing to contribute in a direct way to finding a solution in accordance with
the principles which I have just outlined, the member States of the European
Community have spared no effort to support the initiation of a negotiating
pzodess. In the same spirit, they declared in Pebruary 1987 that they favour the
holding of an international peace conference under the suspices of the United
Nations. They have since endeavoured to contribute actively to bringing the
positions of the parties closer with a view to convening such a conference which,
in our view, would be the appropriate framework for the necessary negotiations
betveen the parties directly concerned. Besides the parties concerned, all parties
capable of making a direct and poeitive contribution to the peace and security of
the region, 2s well as to its economic and social Gevelopment, should take part in
suck 2 conference. We have spared no effort with the parties concerned so that
they could at least accept the conditions likely to favour negotiations. In this
same spirit, we have supported all efforts to give new impatus in the search

towards 2 negotiated settlement of the conflict.
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The Palestinian uprising in the occupied territories has brought the urgency
and drama of the problem back to the centre of world attention. It has also shown
that without the recognition of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people
there will not be - there cannot be - for Israel, or for the other countries of the
region, peace, security or a future. Likewise, the Palestinian right to
sel f-determination could not be realized without the acceptance of Israel's right
to a secure existence. We have repeatedly reaffirmed our conviction that the
status quo in the occupied territcries is not sustainable and we have spoken out
against the repressive measures adopted by the Israeli authorities in those
territories.

The Buropean Community has worked for an improvement in the living conditions
of the inhabitants of the occupied territoriez through development programmes,
supplementary humanitarian aid, and efforts to promote direct expor ts of

agricultural and industrial products from those territories to the Communi ty

market. Likewise, we reaffirm our position that any change in the demogr aphic
Structure of the occupied territories is illegal under international law and
hinders the peace process. Military occupation can only be considered as
provisional and gives the occupying force no right to annex or extend its
jurisdiction or administration in the occupied territory. 1Israeli policy towards
the terri tbty occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, is contrary to
international law and consequeritly has no ieqgal ecffect.

In this context we renew our appeal to Israel to fulfil its obligations as an
occupying force and respect the terms of the Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949 on
the protection of civilians in time of war.

The Twelve attach particular importance to the decisions adopted by the

Palestine National Council in Algiers, which reflect the will of the Palestinian
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people to assert their national identity and include positive stepe towards the
peace fil settl?ment of the israeli-hrab conflict.

In this reabeck'we have welcomed the acceptance by the Palestine National
Council of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) as a basis for an
International Conference, which implies acceptance of the right of existence and of
security of Israel as well as of all the other States of the region. Respect for
this principle goes together with that of justice for the peoples of the region, in
particular the right to self~determination of the Palestinian people with all that
this implies. I wish to repeat here that for the Twelve this is a necessary
condi tion for the establishment of a just, lasting and comprehensiﬁre peace, as they
have repeatedly asserted since the Venice Declaration.

We have also welcomed with satisfaction the explicit condemnation and
rejection of terrorism. We are pleased that this choice of moderation has received
important and expected confirmation in the speech that Chairman Arafat has given in
this forum. We look to all the parties concerned to discard violence as a way to
progress in the Arab-iIgraeli dispute. We believe that this choice - the choice of
negotiation rather than violence and of moderation rather than extremism - is a
choice of reason for the people of the region who have already paid a considerable
toll in suffering and bloodshed. However, this choice degserves, and indeed
demands, an equally moderate and constructive response,

The Iwelve wish therefore to appeal urgently to all the parties concerned,
while refraining from any act of violence or other action that could aggravate the
situation, to seize this opportunity and contribute in a positive way to the peace
process. We hope that the Israelis will see recent events as an opening in the
peace process with the acceptance of the International Peace Conference under the

auspices of the United Nations. 1In the meantime violence and repression must s top
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and security and respsct for human rights must be re-estzblished in the occupied
territories.

In the' spirit of sincere and deep friendship, which binds us to the peoples of
the region, the Tweive wish here to reiterate an urgent and heartfelt appeal.

There can be no security or real peace for any of the peoples of the region without
a just, comprehensive and lasting settlement. All parties must recognize their
common rights.

We believe that the competent organs of the United Nations, in particular the
Security Council and the Secretary-General, have an important role to pley. The
Twelve wish that these organs might fully play their role as they have done so
efficiently in resolving other regional conflicts., They are most actively
commi tted to participating in and supporting all efforts in that direction.

The Member States of the European Community and I personally have never failed
to let our Palestinian interlocutors knos how much importance we attach to
moderation and to the need for a moderate and constructive political prcgramme. We
shall continue to do so.

Let me renew to all the parties concerned - and thus also to the Israeli
people ~ this appeal to find the courage of moderation, confidence and justice.
Peace has to be found in the spirit and in the heart before it can be made at the
negotiation table. Iet me express the profound hope that this debate will mark the
beginning of a new spirit and that a fiture of peace, justice, economic and social
pProgress will ope: ior &ll the peoples of the region. The European Community and

its members are determined to contribute to this with all their strength.
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Mr. BAGBENI ADEITO MZENGEYA (Zaire) (interpretation from French): Recent

developments in the question of Palestine and the couragecus poeitions adopted by
the Palestinian leadefship and supported by Palestinian activists show the
importent new prospects that could bring the United Mations to take a histeric
decision to constitute a State of Palestine in conformity with resolution 181 (1I),
which set out a Plan of Partition with Economic Union for a Jewish State and a
Palestinian Arab State.

The conditions set in resolution 181 (IT) should now apply in view of the
statement made by King Hussein of Jordan in Pmman on 31 July 1988 on the status of _
the west Bank and the Gaza Strip, the historic proclamation on 15 November 1988 of
o State of Palestine by the Palestine National Cc jncil meeting at Algiers, and the
recognition by the leader of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), in
Stockholm on 7 December this year, of the Stu'e of Israel's right to exist. The
courageous declaration on the comprehensive settlement of the problem on the basis
of Security Council resolutions indicates the sense of responsibility of the
provisional government of Palestine; it confirms earlier statements and should be
endorsed both by the State of Israel and by all the States concerned in the
conflict.

At its 128th plenary meeting, held on 29 Novermiser 1947, the General 2Assembly
recommended to the United Kingdom, as the mandatory Power, and to all other Members
of the United Mations the adoption and implementation, with regard to the future
government of Palestine, of the Pian of Partition establishing a Jewish State and
an Arab State. It requested the Security Council tc take the necessary measures as

provided for in the plan for its implementation, and it elected the five menbers of

the United Nations Commission on Palestines: Bolivia, Czechoslovakia, Denmark,

Psnama and the Philippines.
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By the terms of the Plan of Partition with Economic Union contzined {n
resolution 18] (I1I) , the armed forces of the mandatory Power for Palestine should
be completely withdrawn not later than 1 August 1948 to ensure that an area
situated in the territory of the Jewish State, including a seaport and hinterland

adequate to provide facilities for a substantial immigration, be evacuated.

mandatory Power had been completed, but in any case not later thas 1 October 1948,

Under the steps Preparatory to independence, it was agreed that as the
mandatory Power withdrew itz armed forces, the administration of Palestine should
ba Progressively turned over to the United Nations Commiss ion on Palestine, which
would act in conformity with recommendations of the General Assembly and the
Security Council,

Regolution 181 (II) was very specific in calling on the United Nations
Commission on Palestine, on its arrival in Palestine, to carry out measures for the
establishment of the ‘rontiers of the Jewish and Arab States in accordance with the
recommendations of the Genercl Asgembly on the partition of Palestine.

Of course, the atmosphere at the time when this resolution, at that time draft
resolution A/416, was considered could not lead to its immediate implementation,
because of resistance by certain delecations. The result of the voting ~ 33 votes
in favour, 13 against, with 9 abstentions - was interpreted by certain States as a
sign of grave risks. When the resoclution wag adopted, certain delegations declared
that some States would never recognize the new Jewish State.

Thirty-nine years have pasged, during which that same intransigence has
fostered rivalries that the United Nations should now ease in accordance with
paragraph 5 of Security Council resolution 605 (1987), which stresses the urgent

need to reach a Just, durable ang peaceful settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict,
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It is worth recalling that, despite its shortcomings, resolution 181 (II)
Tecommend : that no Jew should be permitted to establish residence in thz arsa of
the proposed Arsb State or any Arab in the proposed Jewish State. Each State
involved in the partition was also to accept the obligation to refrain in its
international relations from the threat or use of force against the terzitorial
integrity or the political independence of the other State.

Section F of part I of the Partition Plan entitled each State concerned to
admission to membersihip in the United Nations in accordance with Article 4 of the
Charter.

The quarreling, delays and controversies of 26 to 29 November 1947 at the
second session of the General Assembly continued through 1987, thus preventing the
implementation of resolution 181 (£I). In December 1987 the popuiar Palestinian
uprising reawakened Palestinian consciousness in the struggle against the
annexation of Palestinian territories occupied by the ‘State of Israel. This
implicitly reawakened the nationalist instinct of the Palestinians to have a nation
alongside the State of Israely in other words, the acceptance of the plan to
partition Palestine into a Jewish State and an Arab State.

The international status of Jerusalem, under United Nations adminigtration,
was proposed in the Plan of Partition of Palestine. After the 1967 occupa tion of
the eastern sector of Jerusalem by Israel, the General Assenbly and the Security
Council reaffirmed their position on Jerusalem, declaring null and void the basic
law adopted on 30 July 1980 by the Israeli Parliament, which declared Jerusalem to
be the capital of the Stats of Israel. Member States were called on not to accept

the basic law and to refrain from sending their diplomatic missiona %o Jerusalem.
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The reports of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of th
Palestinian Fconle, the World Health Organization (WHL) and other epecial ized
agencies in the United Nations system are devastating with respect to the State of
Israel, which is employing repressive measures to put down the popular Palestinian

vprising, the intifadah. we congratulate the Committee on the Exercise of the !

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People on its work. "

The uprising in the occupied territories affirms the determination of the
Palestinians to reject the Israeli domination and occupation that began in 1967.
Despite the very cruzl acts perpetratad by Israel to end the uprising, including
brutality against women and children, the uprising has clearly succeeded in
challenging Israel's policies of domination and in preser~ing the identity of the
Palestinian people and its devotion to the principles of self-determination with a
view to establishing a Palestinian State.

Neither tle assassination of the Palestine Liberation Organization leader,
Abu Jihad - which took Place in Tunisia on 16 April znd which was accompanied on
the same day by the massacre by Israeli armed forces of 13 Palestinians who were
protesting that assassination - nor the murder of Yussef Mchammed Subaih, a
17-year-o0ld activist who was pParticipating in West Bank demonstrations on
8 December, the first anniversary of the popular Palestinian uprising, the

intifadah, could dim the flame of liberation that inspires the Palestinian people.
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The denial of the exercise of its right to independence, the confiscation of
its lands, the expulsion of its residents and the ongoing occupation of its
territory are all legitimate reasons for the Paiestinian people to live on its own
land as a community 4nd national entity with its own social structure and economic
life. Moreover, it is the collective will of the Palestinians, whether or not they
live in Palestine, to consider the Palestine Liberation Organization as their sole
legitimate representative.

Zaire believes that the following basic conditions are required to put an end
to the Arab-Israeli confiict,

First, the State of Israel should be asked to recognize anéd respect the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to a State, a government and a
Palestinjan nation in accordance with the partition plan contained in General
Assembly resclution 181 (I@) of 29 November 1947.

Secondly, the Arabs muat also be brought to accept the State of Israel within
internationally recognized boundaries.

Thirdly, the United Nations must pPlay a primary role, through the Security
Council and the Secretary-General. That role should be to convince all Member
States, including the State of Israel, that they should accept the ccenvening of the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East to be 2ttended by the five
permanent wembers of the Security Council, the representatives of Israel, the
Palestine Liberation Organization representing the Palestinian people and all other
parties directly concerned with the conflict, such as Lebanon and Syria in
particular. That Conference should have as its aim the full implementation of
resolution 181 (II) and the provision of guarantees of peace for all the States of
the region, backed by the United States of America and the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics.
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Pourthly, a special tepresentative of the Secretary-General should be
appointed, responsible for closely following the situation in the Palestinian
territories occupied by Iarael with a view to reporting to the Security Council
bursuant to paragraph 6 of Security Council draft resolution $/19352, which,
unfortunately, was amended at the 2770th meeting, on 22 December 1987.

My delegation appeals once again to Israel and to the Government of Israel,
the Power occupying the Palestinian territories, to comply immediately and
8Scrupulously with the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949 and to Put an end to the policy
and practices that are contrary to the provisions of that Convention.

Zaire will continue fully to support the Palestinian people, which is fighting
for its independence, its unity and its own identity, and we welcome the
declaration made in Amman cn 31 July 1988 by King Hussein Jordan on the status of
the West Bank and the Gaza and the declaration of Algiers, of 15 November 1988, on
the proclamation of the independent State of Palestine.

Mr. MALILE (Albania) (interpretaticn from French): Just a3 we were
expecting the Genaral Assembly to hold a constructive debate that was likely to
open prospects for a sclution to the Palectinian problem and to the problem ¢f the
Middle East as a vhole, the Assembly was confrented with the unjust position taken
by the United Statecg, which, contrary both to obligaticns arising from its
Headquarters Agreement with the United Nations and to the very interests of peace,
has not allowed the legitimate representatives of the Palestinian people to go to
New York to speak before the Assembly. That step represents dafiance of and lack
of respact for the United Nations and, at the same time, has pitted the United
States against the entire international community. The General Assembly justly

opposed that arbitrary act and decided, almost unanimously, to transfer its work
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from New York to Geneva, an event unique in the history of the United Nations.
That attitude is proof positive of the support enjoyed by the Palestinian people
and of the profound concern of the international community, which is called upon to
find a just solution to this problem crucial to the fate of a people and to peace.

For over four decades, the United Nations has continued to consider the
question of Palestine, particularly in the General hssembly, the Security Council
and other bodies. Througi.out the debates that have already taken place, the Member
States have forcefully expressed their legitimate concern at the persistence of
this terrible tragedy and the sufferings of the Palestinian people, the injustice
perpetrated upon it and the imperative need to do away with that injustice.

The Middle East crisis, almost half a century old, has shown that that region
of vast strategic importance and brimming with rich oil deposits has become an
arena for repeated confrontation between the interests of the super-Powers, the
United States and tie Soviet Union, which have endeavoured to consolidate their
presence there. Such conditions, as well ar the expansionist policy of Israel
against the Arab States, have entailed protracted aggression and almost cyclical
armed conflicts in the region that have only brought untold sorrow and devastation
to the people of the region.

The Palestinian problem is an integral part of the Middle East crisis, whose
spectre has repeatedly threatened international peace and security. That crisis
has been maintained by the profoundly anti-Palestinian and anti-Arab policy of
imper ialism and of Israel, which, following periodic aggression, has occupied the
Arab territories and has cast from its lands an entire people, people with a

culture and a civilization deeply rooted in the region - the Palestinian people -

forcing it to lead the life of refugees. Entire generations of Palestinians have
grown up under the tents of refugee camps, where they lead a life of unparalleled

deprivation. Those camps have been subjected to savage attacks and extermination,
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of crimes and of vast massacres amounting to genocide. Despite sacrifice‘ and great
privation, the brave Palestinian people has never bowed its head. It has persisgted
in its struggle ang its resclute efforts in its just cause.

Living proof of that growing resistance is the vast popular uprising in the
occupied Palestinian territories, where this generation, born and raised under
conditions of occupation, confronts with unparalleled heroism the military machine
of the occupying Power. The heroic Palestinian youth and the whole population,
including women and children, have met the fire of Israeli tanks with their very
bodies and with any means at hand, such as stones. That shows that nothing can
break the will and the unshakable confidence of the Palestinian people, resclved to
put an end to the occupation and to have its national righte prevail. 1In its Just
struggle, it has never failed to enjoy the powerful support of the fraternal Arab
pecples and of all people of the werld.

The Middle East crisis and the Palestinian problem have congtantly been the
subject of debate at the United Nations. The resolutions of the United Nations and
its maii bodies, the General Assembly and the Security Council, on this problem are
legion, but Israel's arrogance and aggressiveness, supported by all available means
and in all forms by the United States of America have prev'nted the implementation
of those resclutions, and the situation has deliberately and increagsingly been
compl icated.

Accusations of terrorism against the Palestinian Pecple and its legitimate
representative, the Palestine Liberation Organization, pursue the same target: to
denigrate the liberation movement. Those who struggle for freedom and for their
own land are not terrorists. Rather, those are terrorists who by force of arms
have reduced an entire pecple to the status of refugees, who have perpe trated
masgacres in the Palestinian camps of Sabra and Shatila in Beirut, whose airforce

has bombed the area all the way to Tunis and now descends upon Lebanon.
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Those who oppose solution of the Middle East crisis have from time to time
Presented various plans designed essentially to eliminate the question of
Palestine. The so-called policy of secure boundaries, loudly touted by Israel, is
a vell-known tactic to deny the Paleastinian people their own land and to perpetuate
the occupation of Arab territories.

These dangerous plans have been rejected by the Palestinian people which,
manifesting admirable resolve, is pursuing its struggle for the implementation of
its national aspirations. These efforts make the Palestinian factor essential to
any solution of the Middle East problem. No conference or forum can produce a
positive result if the Palestinian problem is excluded from the discussion. There
can be no just and lasting solution that can be achieved against the will of the
Palestinians, or behind their backs. The long and heroic struggle waged by the
Palestinian people, the uprising of vast popular masses in the West Bank and Gaza,
and events in the Middle East itself have created a new situation that makes it
urgent to settle the Palestinian problem once and for all. It is under these
circumstances that the Palestine Rational Council has recently proclaimed the
creation of the state of Palestine.

The People's Socialist Republic of Albania, a consistently firm supporter of
the Palestinian people's just gstruggle against Israeli imperialist aggression and
for freedom and self-determination, including exercising its right to independent
statehood, welcomes and recognizes the State of Palestine. This historic decision
of the Palestine Natiofal Council is consistent with the legitimate rights and
aspirations of the courageous Palestinian people, At the same time, it contributes
to settlement of conflict in the Middle East and to peace and security in the

region.
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The fact that the new State has been welcomed and recognized by many countries
proves the international community's firm support for the just cause of the
Palestinian people.

The interests of peacs and security require that the Palestinian problem, the
situation in Lebanon and the Middle East quastion as a whole be ssgessed in a
spirit of political realism and in the context of current international
developments. Recently, a few steps have been taken towards détente, in particular
towards the settlement of a number of regional conflicts, such as that between Yran
and Iraq. Gratified by such steps, the international public sincerely hopes to see
pProgress towards peace in the Middle East as well.,

In tackling this problem we must, above all, take into account the interests
of the Palestinian people and other Atab’ peoples that have been victims of
aggression. That is why a lasting sclution can come only from the countries of the
Middle East, which have a direct interest in the peace and security of the region.
To entrust this problem to the super-Powers risks subordinating Middle East
interest to the global policies of the super-Powers. As exper ience has shown, this
can only perpetuate the conflict.

The Palestinian People has the right to live free and independent. We must
not ignore the lessorn of history that neither violence nor terzor can ever break
the will of a people resclved to fight for its freedom and its national rights.

The delegation of Albania therefore believes that the main purpose of the
Agssembly's consideration of this problem should be to mobilize strong support for
the Palestinian people, for its right to self-determination, for recognition of its

State and for withdrawal of Israeli troops from the occupied Arab territories.
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Those are the fundamental requirements for a Middle East settlement and for
peace in the region.

Mr. FILALYI (Morocco) (interpretation from Arabic): The General Asgenbly
{s taking up consideration of the question of Palestine this year in a special
politicali context and in the framework of monumental events. Hence the Palestine
question, which has beset the United Mations since its creation, now poses an even
greater challenge as one of the most crucial issues facing the international
communi ty .

We condemn the circumstances that have cbliged us to deal with this question
here in Geneva. we note, however, that the same circumstances have given rise to a
discernible sense of international gsolidarity with the cause of the Palestinian
people and with the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and its leader,

Mr. Yasser Arafat.

I shall not dwell on the details of the United States Secretary of State's
refusal to grant a visa to Mr. Arafat to go to New York and address the General
Assenbly. Commenting on that decision at the time, Morocco called it a mistake and
expressed profound astonishment.

We were particularly surprised because the major Power that took that step has
gpecial responsibility for maintaining international peace: it knew per fectly well
that the Palestinian leader's purpose in visiting New York was to deliver a
historic message of peace intended to re-establish stability and harmony in the
Middle East region. It stemmed from the new Palestinian concept that emerged at
the recent Palestine National Council meeting culminating in the proclamation of
the Palestinian State ad in the adoption of political resolutions that were both

courageous and politically important.
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I do not think there is any need to remind those here of the trauma suffered
by the Palestinian people or of human rights.
The files of the United MNations are replete with examples of Israeli practices

that have been condemned by the world commun ity and rejected by the norms of

international behaviour.
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The General Assembly, which we regard as the conscience of the international
community, has adopted dozens of resolutions condemning Israel's policy in the
occupied Arab territories. It has also sponsored resoiutions containing
initiatives for putting ar end to the confiict in the Miadle East, on the bagis of
principles of justice and equity. However, Israel hLas stubbornly refused to comply
with those resolutions or to go along with those initiatives. It has persisted in
its policy of occupying the territories of others and creating gettlements there.
It has continued to destroy the homes of Arab inhabitants and lay waste to their
crops. It has engaged in collective detentions. It has closed down edecaticnal
institutions. It has masagsacred innocent, defenceless civilians.

The intifadah of the Palestinian people, now in its second year, is simply the
logical result of the tragic conditions endured by the Palestinian people for
40 years. The intifadah has proved that a basic change has taken place in the
attitude of the Palestinian people towards the Israeli occupation and the denial of
their rights.

Morocco recognizes the real value of the great sacrifices made by the
Palestinian people during the uprising. We appreciate also the way that the
Palestinian leaders shouldered their respongsibilitiecs at the recent meeting of the
Palestine National Council in Algiers. At that meeting the Palestinians showed
great political awareness, tolerance and wisdom. The whole world welcomed the
results achieved at the Palestine Mational Council meeting and regards it as a
historic event capable of bringing an end to the conflict and the wars that have
Gevastated the Middle East and removing the causes of tension. Everything dapends
on the good faith of the other pazty.

The Palestine Nationul Council has Clearly recognized Security Council

resolutjons 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). It has accepted the idea of the convening
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of an international peace conference with the narticipation of all the parties
concerned in the Arab-Israeli conflict, including the Palestine Liberation
Organization, on a footing of equality, as well as the permanent menbers of the
Security Council, with a view to resolving the conflict. All that clearly shows
that the leaders of the Palestinian people have a genuine political will that
propels them towards peace and tolerance. Furthermore, they have reaffirmed their
rejection of all forms of international terrorism and, by asking the Security
Council to provide guarantees for the protection of the security of all the
commtries of the Middle East, they have irrefutably proved their great sense of
responsibility. We had hoped that these clear positions, which Israel and the
United States had constantly demanded, would receive the welcome and support
necessary to launch the process of settling the Middle East crisis. It is indeed
regrettable that the leaders of Israel are taking no account of these responsible
and courageous positions. Even worse, they have rejected them outr ight and
continue to pursue their policy based on fanaticism and recourse to terror and
oppression against the children of Palestine, some of whom each day become victims
of the bullets of the Israeli occupying forces. It is equally regrettable that
others also seek to minimize the importance of these Palestinian initiatives.
Israel's rejection is no surprise to anyone who knows that the unchanging
elements of its policy are war, terror, expansion and occupation of the territory
of others. 1In the past, Israel rejected the Arab peace pian adopted at the twelfth
Arab summit conference, in Fez in 1982. That plan called for the establishment of
peace based on justice, an end to the hostilities, and guarantees of peace given by

the Security Council to all the States of the region.
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Israel's obstinacy means that the Middie Bast wil}l continue to be threatened
by war and armed confrontation. Hence, the Security Council must eontinue to focus
its attention on this question. The Council's adoption this year of three
successive resolutions designed to protect the Palestinian inhabitants after the
uprising broke out confirms - if confirmation were indeed needed - that the
question of Palestine is the core of the Middle East conflict and one of the most
dangerous sources of tension in the world. 1t confirmg, too, the special
responsibility of the United Nations in regard to this probliem.

Morocco salutes the intifidah of the Palestinian people within Palestine, 1t
welcomes the pogitions recently taken by the Pa.lestinian leaders, which opened the
way to the proclamation of the State of Palestine and the recognition of Security
Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). In that respect, Morocco confirms
that it will continue to do everything in {ts power to help the Palestinian people
regain their basic, inalienable rights, especially their right to
self-determination, to return to their homeland and to establish an independent
State on Palestinian soil. We are convinced that the current situation is
Propitious to a serious and responsible initiative to €ind a just and real solution
to the Palestinian pProblem. It would be unwise to loge this opportunity.

The idea of an internationai conference to solve the question of Palestine and
the Middle Eagt problem has been accepted internationally. It enjoys the suppor t
and encouragement of the international community. In conjunction with the

positions recen*ly taken by the Palestine National Council, that conference offers

the best framework for laying the foundations of a solution to the problem.
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It is an irony oi fate to see a pP2ople that has suffered sc mich in the pact
from the ills of oppression, arbitrariness and shameful behaviour using the same
practices against a peaceful and peace-loving people that wants only to live in
freedom on its own land where its ancestore have lived for centuries. Hence it is
futile for Israel, or any other country, to continue to reject the Palestine
Liberation Organization (FLO) -~ or to refuse o recognize it as the sole,

legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, particularly since its leadecs

have provided clear evidence of its sense of responsibility and expressed the
political will to embark on a truly dynamic course which could lead to peace and
understanding in the Middle East region that has evinced the admiration and respect
of the entire world.

We hope that the General Assembly, which is meeting in these apecial political
circumatances, will be able to dcaw the correct lessons from the latest
developments, with ail their political and human dimensions, and produce positive
results that will open up broad prospacts for peace in the Middle East,
Particularly in Palestine, thus putting an end to the tragedy of war and banishing
the specter of devastation and destruction in a region that was the cradle of the
world's revealed religions which urge coexistence, tolerance, peace and harmony.

Mr. TEWARY (India): I should like to join those speaking before me in

extending a warm welcome to Chairman Yasser Arafat to the forty-third session of
the United Nations General Assembly in Geneva. 1In his addross this afternoon,
Chairman Arafat made an immeasurable contr ibution towards achieving a just, lasting
and comprehensive peace in the Middle East. This is an historic cccasion for the
people of Palestine, the people of the Middle East, and indeed the entire

international community.
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Chairman Arafat's statement was one of courage and foresight. His call to the
leadars of Israel to come here and join him in forging peace hould now remove any
doubt about the determination angd sincerity of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) to sit ¢together and negotiate lasting peace with Israel. We
commend the framework of the Palestinian peace initiative. We hope that this
initiative will evcke a simultaneous and constructive response from Israel and that
this genuine opportuniy to establish lasting peace in the Micdle East will not be
loet.

The General Asgembly on 30 November voted to consider the question of
Palestine at the United Nations office at Geneva after the host country had decided
not to grant a visa to Chairman Arafat. 1In the words of the Secretary-General,
this decision was

" ncompatible with the obligations of the host country under the Headquzarters

Agreement®™.

The General Assembly, in taking this decision, underlined the legal obligation of
the host country, while rejecting any attempt to redefine it unilaterally. More
important, the General Asgsembly's decision is a significant political statement of
support to the process begun at Algiers last month by the Palestine National
Council. It must make us all happy that today that decision has been vindicated in
that Chairman Arafat hag been enabled to move that process further forward.

On 15 November, at the end of its historic session in Algiers, the Palestine
National Council declared the independence of the State of Palestine. The
Declaration of Independence stated that the State of Palestine was committed tos

"the purposes and principles of the United Nations, to the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights and to the policy and principles of

non-alignment.* (A/43/827, p. 15)
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It also declared that the State of Palestine was committed to peaceful
co-existence, and rejecis:

"the threat or use of force, violence and intimidation against its territorial

integrity and political independence or those of any other State." A/43/827,

P:16)

As of today, nearly 70 countries, including India, have accorded recognition
to the State of Palestine. In his letter to Chairman Arafat, Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi stated:

"I extend to you, on behalf of the Government and people of India and on my

own behalf, our heartiest felicitations on the declaration cf an independent

State of Palestine, to which the Covernment of India has already extended

formal recognition. This has been our cherished and single-minded obijective

all these years."

The struggle of the Palestinian people for their inalienable right to
self-determination has been one of the epic sagas of our times. For a gocd part of
the century, and against heavy odds, the Palestinians have fought for their
independence and freedom. We in India have always congidered their struggle to be
part of the international historical fight against colonial rule and foreign
domination. While almost all peoples have gained political independence, the
Palestinian struggle remains an unfinished revolution.

Yet there is little sign of any diminished commitment to that revolution. FPor
more than a year the intifadah has signalled a new phase of the struggle for
independence. The intifadah resoundingly demonstrated that 20 years of occupation
has not broken the spirit of nationalism of the Palestinian people; that 20 years
of repressive measures has not suppressed the vearning for freedom or the dignity

of the people. World opinion should note that this tige will never ebb.
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The intifadah cannot be put dcwn by force. It is the collective voice of an
entire people. It has caught the imagination of the world. It has becomz, in the
words of the Secretary-General:

"a dominating factor in the political agenda of the Middle East". (A/43/867,

para. - 32)
2&nd again in the words of the Secretarv-General, it is:

"an integral part of the broader Arab-Israeli conflict with its many complex

and interrelated issues". (A/43/867, para. 34)

The need for a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the Middle Bast

problem has never been greater than now.
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The acceptance of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 333 (1973) is an
element of the framework of negotiations of the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO}). We hope Israel's response will be positive and in line with its previous
commitment to Security Council resolution 242 (1967).

The Middle East is a rich mosaic of peoples and nations whose lives and
histories have been intertwined for thousands of years. TIts thought and
civilizaticn have greatly enriched the world.

Today, the region is of great strategic importance and rich in natural
resources, economic potential and the talent of its peoples. Conflict and tension
divert their energies from development and from their rightfullrole in the comity
of nations. Confrontation and strife not only increase tensions in the region but
also provide for a volatile mix with potential ramifications for the entire world.

No amount of arms can guarantee security without an accompanying political
settlement that is just and fair. Occupation and repression cannot but feed a
growing spiral of hostility and opposition. Support for the survivability and
well-being of any State should not extend to support of policies of territorial
expansion and cccupation.

The international situation has Seen some encouraging signs of improvement.
In the Middle East too, a new sense of pragmatism is being displayed. The
Palestine National Council session in Algiers and subsequent elaboration of
policies by the Palestinian leadership have been welcome developments. Chairman
Arafat's statement this afternoon is a resounding affirmation of thig pragmatism
and is symbolic of the yearning of the Palestinian 1*ji’e to participate in full
dignity in realizing the enormous potential of the Middle East.

The PLO has done all that has been asked of it. There must be an adequate and
constructive response if the Peace process is to move forward. There is

justifiable expectation in the airy we need to put in place a credible peace
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process, the objective of which will be to address the fundamental issues involved
in the conference: the attainment by the Palestinian people of their inalienable
right to self-determination and the recognition that all the States in the regiocn,
including the State of Palestine, Israel and other neighbours, have the right to
live in peace and security within internationally recognized borders.

There is a compelling need for statesmanship and courage at the highest leveis
for peace to be ushered in in the Middle Bast. Such courage and statesmanship have
been amply demonstrated in recent months, leading to positive developments in
regional conflicts arocund the world., Time iz not on the side of peace in the
Middle East. The world must grasp this opportunity with flexibility and openness.
The alternative is too grim and tragic to contempla te.

Mr. TABONE (Malta): It is an honour for me to be here on thigs occagiocn ~
which we hope will mark a turning-point in the long, drawn-out and tragic
Arab-Israeli conflict - to Present once more Malts'g consistent policy in favour of
the peaceful coexistence of two States, one Arab and the other Jewish, in the land
of Palestine as envisaged in General Assembly resolution 181 (II).

We look on this occasion as a memorable one because we have seen the hand of
Co-operation outstretched to an unprecedented limit and in an atmosphere of realism
and understanding that cannot but impress us all. We see overwhelming world
opinion putting all its weight behind this effort, which needed courage and faith,

Once again, on behalf of the people of Malta I wish to reaffirm our conviction
that the Palestinian People have the inalienable right to a State of their own in
Palestine, side by side and in peaceful coexistence with the State of Israel. It
is for this reason that we have enthusiastically welcomed and expressed support for
the declaration made in Algiers on 15 November 1988 by the Palestine Mational

Council on the establishment of an independent Palestinian State in Palestine.
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And now, I would refer to the commitment of Chairman Yasser Arafat earlier
today, in which we join,

"to make every endeavour to embody the pProclaimed Palestinian State so that it

can take its place among the States of the world".

I have described this occasion as memorable, and indeed it is because we have
witnessed today an extraordinary appeal by Chairman Yasser Arafat - an eloquent
challenge, sincete and full of goodwill, a further enhancement of the Algiers
declaration in unequivocal positive terms. Most of us must have been moved by his
outstretched hand of friendship and peace and the repeated call for peace in the
land of peace and, may I add, at a time of peace.

May I pay tribute to the leader of the Palestinian people, who throughout the
Years, through thick and thin, has upheld the rights of his people to a Palestinian
State in the land of Palestine. Never before has the attainment of this geal
seemed so possible and perhaps so near.

In our enthusiasm let us not overlook the significant Steps that have been
taken to justify that feeling, The acceptance by the PLO of relevant United
Nations resolutions and, in particular, Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and
338 (1973), the rejection and condemnation of terrorism in all its forms, and the
unequivocal acceptance of the two-State solution are a realistic and, in our view,
sincere contribution towards a lasting, just and comprehensive settlement of the
Arab-Israeli conflict.

Malta urges that these significant steps now be matched by all those genuinely
committed to a peaceful solution of the Middle East conflict. In this context
Israel should realize that it ig 8till occupying Palestinian territory, us’ing force

‘against Palestinian people, those engaged in the intifadah, to whom the land
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rightfully belongs. They should therefore heed the almost universal consensus for
a8 speedy and peaceful settlement of an unacceptable state of affairs which has
persisted for far too long. We repeat to them the invitation we heard earlier

today, to come and make peace.
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Malta supports the early convening of the International Peace Conference on
the Middle East, and every effort should be made by all of us to convince those who
are still hesitant to accept that call that it is also in their own interest that
negotiations should begin without delay within the framework of such a Conference.

Lately the United Nations has given birth to a number of peace initiatives
which are bearing fruit and are changing for the better the atmosphere in many
parts of the world. Why should this same spirit not be extended to the Middle
East? It is the task of these meetings to ensure that this same attitude will
prevaii.

Chairman Arafat’s eloquent and impassioned appeal for peace this afternoon
should flow out of this Hall into the chancelleries of all States - especially of
the permanent members of the Security Council and of Israel - and among the
ordinary people of the world, to produce a positive response, to help the forces of
the olive branch to break down the accumuiated suspicion and mistrust spawned in
the past 40 years.

The tragedy of Palestine has lasted far too long. It is time, in Chairman
Arafat's words,

"to cast away fear and intimidation ... Leave behind the spectre of the

wars®, (A/43/PV.78; pp. 37-40)

In other words, let us grasp the hand of reconciliaticn and make peace.

Mr. NOGUEIRA-BATISTA (Brazil)s Since December 1987 - soon after we last

discussed the item "Question of Palestine” - the world has been witnessing an
outburst of protest in the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel since 1967.
The Palestinian uprising - the intifadah, as it has become widely known -
undoubtedly represents a legitimate reaction to long years of oppressive occupation
and reflects the determination of a people to take the initiative in demanding the

fulfilment of their aspirations to self ~determination.
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No doubt also reflecting world public opinion's shock at the conditions
Prevailing in Gaza and the West Bank, the Security Council has been called upon to
meet on several occasions since the beginning of the intifidah, the last being in
April 1988. The Council was unable to deal with the fundamental cause of the
unrest, nor was it able to address itself to the exploration of ways and means to
bring about a negotiated settlement to the question of Palestine. The Security
Council had to restrict itself to vigorous condemnation of the repressive measures
taken by the Israeli forces in trying to curb the unrest. Such measures were
widely perceived as being incompatible with the respongsibilities of Israel, as an
occupying Power under the 1949 Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War.

The Security Council's appeal to the occupying Power went unheededs
disproportionate repression continued to be the rule in those territories. It has
never theless proved to be futile, since it has been unab}e to stop the unrest, as
we learn in particular from the report of the Secretary-General (A/43/806), of
21 November 1988. This seems to confirm that such unresi, gtemming from the
frustration of legitimate aspirations, may be temporar ily weakened, but is not
easily suppressed.

The international community must renew efforts to ensure the co-operation of
the Israeli authorities in applying immediate measures to alleviate the daily
suffering of the Palestinian people in those territories. We must remain committed
to the protection and safety of the civilian population in Gaza and the West Bank.
Israel must be made to act, in all circumstz ..<s, in accordance with its
cbligations as an occupying Power and a party to the relevant 1949 Geneva

Convention,



JP/ed A/43/PV,78
178

(Mr. Noqueira-Batista, Brazil)

The additional sacrifices the Palestinian people have had to make have not
been in vain. The status quo in those territories has now become politically
unsustainable, even if still militarily possible. The in;if%dah has undoubtedly
brought about a renewed, sharp awareness of the urgent need to start a negotiating
process towards a peaceful and lasting settlement of the question of Palestine.
Such a message has been undeniably conveyed to all of the parties directly involved
in the dispute as well as to the international community at large.

Our presence here in Geneva today is to a large extent a result of the
recogni tion that a new impetus must be given to the search for peace in the Middle
East. We should have preferred to have this meeting take place at United Nations
Headquarters in New York - as it should, in accordance with the Headquarters
Agreement. The overwhelming sentiment of the membership of this world body was to
ensure not only the rights of the Palestinian people to be heard throuch their
highest leader, but also the right and interest of Member States to hear his
message, at a time when events related to the Palestinian question may be reaching
a decisive turn.

Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar, in his report of 21 January 1988
(S/19443), possibly the most authoritative and balanced account of the situation in
the Palestinian occcupied territories, issued a strong appeal to both Israelis and

Palestinians

"to exercise restraint and to bring about that change of attitudes which will

be necessary if a settlement is to be negotiated”. (S/19443, para. 54)

Decisjons taken last November, in Algiers, by the Palestine National Council (PNC)

represent a relevant step in that direction.
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The Brazilian Government, in a press communiqué issued in Brasilia on
23 November 1988, acknowledged the Declaration of Independence of the State of
Palestine and the Political Communiqué issued in Algiers at the closure of the INC
meeting. In conformity with its support for the rights of the Palestinian people
to self-determination and independence in their own State, the Brazilian Government

took note with satisfaction that those documents reaffirmed Palestinian adherence

to the principles and purposes of the United Nations, condemed the threat of the

use of force, violence and terrorism, and extolled the settlement of international

conflicts by »eaceful means.
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Brazil has also taken good note of the fact that the Palestine National
Council has given indigations, both in and after Algiers, of its willingness to
work towards a peaceful and lasting setttlement on the basis of Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1$73) . That poéition has long been advocated by my
country, whick firmly believes that the comple te withdrawal of Israeli forces from
all territories occupied since 1967, together with the recognition of the right of
all States in the region, including Israel as well as a Palestinian State, to exist
in security within internationally recognized borders, is the only basis for
reaching a just peace in the area.

With those ideas and goals in mind, Brazil continues to support the holding of
an internatioral pPeace conference on the Middle East under the auspices of the
United Nations, with the participation of all involved and interested parties,
including the PLO, the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. We
remain convinced that such an initiative offers the best chance for a successful,
comprehensive, just ang lasting settlement of the Arab~Israeli conflict.

We also believe that such an important endeavour must be well prepared in
order to ensure the interests of all parties directly involved. There are still
fears and suspicions to be allayed if we are to remove the obstacles still block ing
the acceptance of the convening of such a conference.

The important statement made here in Geneva today to the General Assembly by
Chairman Yasser Arafat Tepresents in its essence a further clear and constructive
Step in the direction of creating an atmosphere appropriate to that end and in the

direction of peace in the Middle East.
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Let us hope that in our deliberations here in Geneva, by fully taking into
account the views of all parties involved, we shall be making a positive
contribution to the peace process in the Middle East. With that in view, it would
be wise to take heed in our deliberations of the appeal made by the
Secretary-General in his January report on the situation in the occupied
territories:

"Each side must put aside the often justified resentment it feels at past

wrongs and understand better the legitimate interests and legitimate

grievances of the other. Such understanding is not assisted by invective and

abuse nor by sheltering behind the illusic~ that the other side does not

exist", (8719443, ‘para. - 54)

Mr. KRAVETS (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic} (interpretation from
Russian): It is our profound conviction that the process of positive change under
way in international relations, including the political settlement of regicnal
conflicts, cannot and must not bypass the problem of Palestine. The Middle East
conflict is among the oldest and most chronic of conflicts, but it is no less
dangerous for thatj rather it is fraught with a great threat to international peace
and security - not to mention the untold sorrow and deprivation it has visited upon
the peoples of the region.

Its speedy sclution has become an imperative of our time. The continued
explosive situation in the Middle East runs counter to positive changes in the
international climate. The Ukrainian SSR believes that the favourable climate
developing in the world should be used to gain a just and comprehensive zettlement
of the Middle East Problem on the basis of the principles of international law, the
United Nations Charter, the decisions of the Organization, and a balance among the

interests of all pérties.
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. crucial condition for such a settlement is the withdrawal of Israeli troops
from the territories occupied since 1967. The Palestinian people must be
guaranteed the right to gelf-determination, and all States and peoples in the
region must be guaranteed the right to free development and a secure existence.

Today, the Palestinian People has shown the world its unshakeable
determination to decide independently on its own future. The Palestinian uprisin~
has had a serious influence on the entire Middle East situation, including the
positions of the parties directly concerned. A fundamentally new element was added

when the Government of Jordan decided to sever its legal and administrative links

with the West Bank, and when the Executive Committee of the Palestine ILiberation
Organization (PLO) expressed its readiness to assume full responsibility for the
administration of the occupied Palestinian territories.

The documents of the nineteenth extraordinary session of the Palestine
National Council have become truly historic for the Palestinians. That body has
displayed the political miturity and constructive spirit of the PLO and its
readiness to engage in negotiations in the framework of the United Nations on the
basis of the relevant resolutions of the Security Council and the General
Assembly. The declaration of independence adopted by the Palestine National
Council at that gession has drawn wide support from the international community,
which seeks the earliest possible convening of an international conference on the
Middle East in conformity with General Agsembly resolutions.

We are convinced that such a conference could ensure a vital shift in the
process of achieving a Middle East settlement and a solution to the Palestinian
problem. The broad international support for such a conference is an important
factor and has an impact on all the problems related to a settlement. The right

conclusion to draw is that the international congensus in favour of convening a



BMs/38 A/43/PV.78
184-185

(M. Kravets, Ukrainian SSR)
conference on the Middle East has grown into a virtually unanimous position of
States Members of the United Nations,

The new situation in the region requires immediate practical measures to set
in motion the machinery of a conference and the formilation of a gpecific strategy
for establishing a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East. wWe
are convinced that the United Mations has both the prestige and the capabilities to
do this. Obvicusly, a crucial role in this process musc be played by the permanent
members of the Security Council.

The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR believes that a Middle East conference
must be a flexible machinery with powers and competence of its own, capable of
developing mutually acceptable solutions to the Arab-Israeli conflict, including
the Palestinian question. In that connection, it is important that the mandate of
the conference not be detrimental to the rights and interests of any of the parties
to the conflict, but promote unconditional respect for their sovereignty and
independence and for the right of all the peoples in the region to
self-determination and independent development of their choice.

Of crucial importcance is the question of representation at the conference. If
the Palestinian question is a key factor in a Middle East settlement, the Palestine
Liberation Organization should participate in the work of the conference on an
equal footing. That organization enjoys prestige among Palestinians, which would
guarantee the acceptability of agreements achieved with its participation on behalf

of the Arab people of Palestine.
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Disregarding the opinions of the Palestinians is thus doomed t failure. Any
attempt to exclude the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) from participation
in a gettlement of the Middle East question is unacceptable. It must be noted,
however, that such attempts continue even now.

We are all aware of the great efforts the Secretary-General and the
International Court of Justice had to exert to prevent the closure by the United
States authorities of the Permanent Observer Mission of the PLO in New York.

Recently the State Department of the United States, acting in contradiction to the

)

will of the international community, refused to give Yasser Arafat - the Chairman
of the Executive Commitiee of the PLO, which has permanent observer status with the
United Mations - the right to come to United Naticns Headquarters. We express

profound regret at that decision by the United States authorities, which made it
necessary for the international community to decide to transfer the consideration
of the question of Palestine here to Geneva.

Israel continues, using all kinds of contrived pretexts, to reject the idea of
an international conference. It thereby hampers the achievement of a soiution to
the question of Palestine.

The reliance by Israel's ruling circles on confrontation is inhuman and
futile. The high~handed attitude taken by Israel towards our Organization's
decisions and its political short-sightedness in regard to the issues under
discussion, as well as its reluctance to enter into any constructive compromise,
are the salient features of Israel's position in the United Mations.

We take this opportunity of appealing to the Government of Israel to
reconsider its position and join in the wide internati~mal consensus for the
convening of a conference in the Middle East as well ag in sincere international
efforts to find a just and lasting peace to the Middle East question, in the

interests of all the peoples of the region, including the people of Israel itself.
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On the question of Palestine, the Ukrainian SSR has acted in keeping with its
Principles, as a member of the United Nations Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. It is in favour of an early
political solution to the question of Palestine and the granting to the Palestinian
pecple of the right to self-determination. The varied work done by the Commi ttee
contributes to mobilizing broad international opinion in support of United Nations
efforts to achieve a settlement to the Middle East question.

In connection with the escalating uprising of the Palestinian people in the
territories oecupied by Israel, the Ukrainian SSR submitted last May a proposal for
the acceleration of the work of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People and for participation by the Committee in the
immediate initiation of Preparations for an international conference on the Middle
East, under the auspices of the United Nations and in keeping with General Assembly
resolution 38/58 C.

The intifadah in the occupied territories hag created a qualitatively new
situvation. as is pointed out in the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Peopie,

"The uprising brocught to a new level the understanding of the question of

Palestine and support for a compr ehensive, just and lagsting solution of thig

long-standing conflict among public opinicn internationally and within Israel

itself,.” (A/43/35; para. 141)

Israel must stop its occupation of Palestinian and Arab territories and join
in constructive negotiations with the PLO, on the basis of the relevant United
Naticns decisions,

The success achieved in solving Zhe problem of Palestine as well as other
complicated regional problems will demonstrate the degree of political maturity

among States Members of the Urited Nations and will be a measure of the
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effectiveness of the Organization.

The co-ordination of the political efforts of, and mutual under standing among,
the Arab States is crucial to a solution to the Middle East problem.

The Ukrainian SSR declares its full solidarity with the long-suffering,
courageous pecple of Palestine, which has not been broken by its trials and
tribulations and continues to raise the banner of its struggle for its inalienable
national rights. If the Palestine question is not solved, a just and lasting peace
in the Middle East, in keeping with the vital interests of all the peoples of the
region, will be impossible. We are convinced that there is no alternative to
collective political efforts on this issue.

Mr. AL-DALI (Democratic Yemen) (interpretation from Arabic): Only one
month ago no ocne cculd have imagined that the United Nations General Assembly would
be meeting in Geneva. It appeared that things were progressing normally towards a
positive political development on the political level with regard to many of the
hotbeds of tension throughout the world. There was a strong feeling of hope and
optimism about the possibility of ridding these regions of the climate of crisis
and conflict and moving towards ddtente and the resolution of conflicts.

It would therefore have seemed illogical for the Middle East to remain the
exception 'f:o this constructive tide towards world peace, particularly after the
meeting of the Paiestine National Council in Algiers and the historic decisions it
adopted.

But there was one discordant voice which dashed our hopes in the midst of an
overvhelming, universal welcome of the resolutions adopted by the Palestine
National Council on the Palestinian cause and the Middle Eagst problem. This was a
voice that was, as ever, jarring in its dissonance and its disruption of the new
harmony. The United States Administration, in particular its Secretary of State,

took a decision not to grant an entry visa to the Chairman of the Executive
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Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and thereby barred him
from coming to New York to make an important speech that the whole worid wanted to
hear, from the rostrum of the United Nations. That decision was taken in
acquiescence of the Zionist policy of aggression and the Zionist posture cf
challenging the internationai community and flouting its resolutions. Such
acquiescence could only lead to the host country's breaching the Headquarters
Agreement,

It was very difficult for the international community to remain silent at this
time or to retreat when confronted by a certain country's position denying the
legitimate rights of people who have been struggling for self-determination.

Hence, the international community, with all its political and geographic
greupings, unanimously condemed that decision and rejected all the justifications
and pretexts put forth to make it appear something that it was not., The
international community simply upheld a right which refuses to be obiiterated by
the arrogance of power and by blackmail.

Thus, we have come to Geneva, the city of peace, which serves as host to many
peaceful gatherings. Geneva has become a symbol of peace. We have opened a
chapter in history to record that the age of domination has passed for-ever, that
the era of dependence and subservience has come to an end and that freedom, which
has already dawned, will be the response to the cries for help by the cppressed and
persecuted of the earth. This is a reaffirmation of the values and principles of
the international Organization and a strengthening of its role, which is to put
paid to injustice and hegemony and lay the foundations for a just peace and for
stability.

What we huve now, in effect, are two uprisingss the uprising of the
Palestinian people against the occupation and the world uprising against the United

States deciszion.
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That is the reason why the international community has attached special
importance to thege meetings. The limelight has been focused on the cause of the
strugqgling Palestinian people, who have been supported by the whole world at both
the official and popular level, with the exception of those few voices which have
tried to oppose the march of history and the nature of things. Thus, in Geneva we
are witnessing, both historically and geographically, the dawn of a new era of
dedication to justice and righteousness, which is manifested in a stand on the gide
of the long-suffering Palestinian people, who have been the target of every
possible form of repression, persecution and displacement. It would not have been
possible for the aggressive policy of Israel to coritinue without intensive and
persistent United States assistance, which has reached the acme of exclusivity in
the shape of a strategic alliance. Only a few days ago the ban on the delivery of
cluster bombs to Israel was removed. This racist policy on fhe part of Israel is
based on power, repression, expulsion, expansion ‘and annexation in complete
defiance of the international will and the resoclutions of the United Nations. It
is indeed ironiec that Israel, which came into being ag a result of a regsolution of
this 1nternat;ma1 Organization, which presupposed absolute commitment to the
values and principles of the United Nations, now finds that commi tment unacceptable
and totally ignores the behests of such commitment. That country is forging ahead
with its repressive and terroristic policies and is carrying out piratical raids on
the Palestinian and Arab occupied and non-occupied lands in a manner that has no
Precedent.

The sensibilities of people ever}whé're were shocked when people witnessed on

film the methods of repression, torture, the breaking of children's bones and the

forced abortion of pregnant womeri. They witnessed the hundreds who were killed or

injured and the thousands who were arbitrarily arrested.
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Many intricate factors and complex circumstances have led to the partitioning
of Arab Palestine so that a part éf it was given as a homeland to the Jews whc came
from all parts of the globe at the expense of the Palestinians, the owmers of the
land, who were thus deprived of their land. But the Palestinian people, who have
Mmany acts of heroism and sacrifice to their credit in the annals of their long
history, are no longer able to endure further despotism and humiliation. They are
resisting and facing up to the Israeli iron-fist policy. The Palestinian land is
now gelebrating the first anniversary of the uprising of its valiant people against
occupation and the various manifestations of settler colonialism in order to
reaffirm their legitimate right to self-determination and the establishment of
their own independent State on their national soil. This is an uprising of the
young people, the women, the c¢hildren and the elderly. Their only weapon is their
firm faith in the justice of their cause and the inevitability of victory. It is
an uprising in which the stone-throwing children confront the most sophisticated
modern weapons of destruction. It is the uprising of an unarmed people facing
alone a settler-colonialist adversary armed to the teeth with awesome military
arsenals,

Mary and important indeed are the developments which have taken place over the
past few months following the emergence of the Palestinian popular uprising as a
reality that cannot be ignored, not only in the Middle East but also in the world
at large. The intifadah has clearly unmasked the nature of Zionism and has shown
its false claims and misleading propaganda. It has also confirmed the gtaunch
nature and steadfastness of the Palestinian pPeople in their fight for freedom and
independence, regardless of the sacrifices.

The law which governs the struggles of colonized and persecuted peoples and

those who are seeking freedom and liberation from their oppressors is one and the
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same. The outcome is also one and the same., It is always defeat of the oppressor
and the triumph of the freedom fighters. The intifadah session of the Palestine
National Council in Algiers was the crowing success of all past efforts to
delineate a new Practical path within this framework. On 15 Novenber, the
Palestine Liberation Organization shouldered decisively its historic responsibility
with confidence and ability. The National Council adopted its important |
resolutions in response to the requirements of the present stage of developments
and in response to the appeals of the international community. It declared the
establishment of a Palestinian State on the basis of historical and legal rights,
intexnational legitimacy and the resolutions adopted by the United Nations since
1947,

The world, in turn, responded to this positive development by prompt
lax;ge-scale support for this step and the continuing recognition of the State and
its leadership. The international community has also reaffirmed its sol idarity
with the Palestinian people in their attempt to regain their legitimate national
rights of return, self-determination and the establishment of an independent State
on their national soil. w#hat more is now required of the Palestinian people than
what they have already offered, more than the blood spilled and the sacrifices
made? What more can they give in order to pursue this path towards a resoclution of
the problem within the framework of United Nations resclutions so that peace and
stability may prevail in the Middle Fast region? what more is required of them in
order for the International Peace Conference on the Middle East to be convened? It
is high time for the peace process to begin and for the United Mations to shoulder
its responsibility and for the Security Council, particularly the permanent

merbers, to perform their tasks in this regspect.
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This crisis, any crisis no matter how difficult it may be to settle, will find
its way to a solution one day if the appropriate circumstances are created. At
this juncture, the Middle East crisis is living through the labour pains that
Preceds birth. If efforts are exerted on behalf of justice and peace, that
ocbjective could be achieved. Thie crisis, throughout its long and complicated
history, has seen many stages in which hope was mingled with despair and optimism
tempered with caution. Today, we stand at the historical crossroads on which we
bear a spacial responsibility. There is no room for hesitation or inaction. We
must seize this moment, indeed this historical and glor ious moment, and the United
States in particular, for all its support for its strategic ally, Israel, must
reconsider its decision and its position and join the werld march in order to
advance the peace process and take a further step forward.

It is indeed opportune today, as we celebrate the fortieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, to enable the Palestinian people to cccupy
their proper place among other peopleq here and in their homeland, Palestine, and
to enjoy their full legitimate rights. Their independent State should be
established under the banner of the United Nations. In that way, this Organization
would consolidate its credibility and strengthen its role in achieving the goals of
freedom, justice, security and peace.

Mr. ABDULLAH FADZIL (Malaysia): We have travelled long distances to be

in Geneva, to fulfil two tasks: first, to reaffirm our unswerving support for, and
~our solidarity with, our Palestinian brothers, especially at this momentous
jﬁncture'éfter the Algiers declacation, and secondly, to affirm our collective
political will to ensure that what was denied in New York will be rectified in full

measure in Géneva.
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For the United Nations, the Palestinian question stands foremost, inextricably
linked to the evolution of the United Nations itgself as the premier multilateral
body. The Palestinian issue was created at a time of political-power complicity.
Israel has since become a war-oriented society relentless in pursuing its
aggressive ambitions. The Palestinians continue to strugqgle heroically for a
national homeland in exercise of their inalienable rights. Clearly, the
responsibili ties accepted by the United Mations since the beginning have not been
discharged. |

The report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People. ably chaired by Ambassador Diallo of Senegal, and the report of
the Secretax:y-ngetal (A/43/867) are strong reminders of how much more has % be
done by the United Nations. Both these documents chronicle Israeli wanton actions
and untold Palestinian suffer ing and struggle. These documents - before us every
year - also reflect the apparent helplessness of international efforts in the face
of Israeli designs and mach inations, protected by power ful friends.

For over 40 years now every conceivable means and opportunity have been
employed by the Israelis to Create so-called facts from figments of their own
creation, preying on the centuries of guilt complex of the Western world., The
creation of Israel was impelled by factors related to Western history, imposed on a
land that belonged to the Palestinians, 1If guilt must lurk in the conscience of
people, it i3 as a result of the dispossession of Palestinians. The original
falsehood was to fabricate at that time the lie of Palestine being a "land without
people”,

The truth is that the existence of Palestinian Arabs was recognized as a
separate and distinct identity with all the attributes of a national 1ife by the
Ottomans for centuries. With the collapse of the Ottoman State the international

community, in Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Mations in 1919, and in
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the Lausanne Treaty of 1923, recognized thHe Palestinian people as no different from
other Arab people detached from the Ottoman State as free independent people. The
infamous Balfour Declaration threw open the flood gates for mass and systematic
Jewish immigration ang colonization of Palestine, despite the existence of a
Palestinian society with a deep-rooted political, social and cul tural
infrastructure whose accompl ishments and heritage equal those of others in the
region,

Israel has made persecution and repression of the Palestinians a natural
condition. Only a few days ago we were aghasf?when Israeli forces transgressed
Lebanese territory to try to exterminate a Palestinian camp. The latest violation
comes in a series of many other similar actions of Israel in defiance of
international opinion and norms. Clearly, this arrogance does not stem from within
Israel alone. Neither ig it only the natural extension of a burgeoning military
power. The fact of the matter is that Israel's sense of impunity is predicated on
the calculation that it can do RO wrong because it has strong Powers that support
and sustain it, Contemporary history is replete with actions that have led to the
further consolidation of Israel because of major external support at critical
times. The Palestinians are not fighting only the might of Israel. 1In their
darkest hours they have to confront formidable enemies on all fronts. The
battlefields include also a hostile Western press, lobby groups and vested
interests.

Yet the second falsehood continues to be sustained - that the Jewish State of
Israel is a fragile and delicate entity surrounded by bloodthirsty Palestinians and
Arabs bent on its destruction. Thus, it seems, the continuing need for major
countries to buttress Israel. 'rl}e c;onsolidation of the State >f Israel in the last

four decades has been on this' basis, a product of an efficient propaganda machine.
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It is a matter of some consolation and encouragement that realization is coming
across that this premise is horribly flawed and fraudulent.

Israel, like South Africa, has built a mighty edifice of power that seeks to
nevtralize and destroy all around it by every means possible. It occupies the
Golan Heights, the West Bank and southern Lebanon on the basis of this
consideration. It cares not that these are spoils of war. The best butfer, in its
calculation, is either a wasteland situation for the Arab countries and/or greater
Israel by ecolonial annexation. The policy of annexation and colonial settlement
has reached alarming proportions. As the report of the Committee on the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People states, the total area of land
confiscated since 1967 is more than half the land area of the occupied Palestinian
territories. There are some 170 Jewish settlements in the West Bank and 2 in the
Gaza Strip.

The ultimate falsehoogd pPerpetuated against the Palestinians has been to label
them as terrorists and the Palestinian Liberation Organization as a terrorist
organization. The United Mations was witness recently to an affront levied on
Chairman Yasser Arafat on the basis of being involved in terrorism which denied his
entry to New York. All of us are outraged by this smear but, more importantly,
this underlines the formidable adversaries and barriers standing in the way of an
independent Palestinian State.

Over the past year, the international comnunity has witnessed the sus tained
popular uprising of the Palestinian people in the occupied tarritories. The
intifadah is a heroic struggle against Israeli occupation, now in its twenty-first
year, and an affirmation of the Palestinian people's commitment to achieve their
right to self-determination and to a national homeland. The Israeli authorities
have pursued the iron-fist policy of unrelenting savagery against the Palestinians

to quell the uprising. Over 300 unarmed and innocent Palestinian children, youth,
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men and women have been killed by the occupying forces since last December.
Thousands have been arbitrarily arrested and detained in camps and prisons under
inhuman conditions. Deportations and expuisions of Palestinians continue
unabated. Demolition of houses and properties and collective punishment have been
carried out against hapless Palestinians.

The Palestinian People, despite the inhuman acts and practices of repression
and persecution, have been resolute and steadfast in their resistance and
unwavering in their quest for their inalienable rights to self-determination and a
national homeland. The intifadah, as the Secretary-General states in his report,

*has... been a dominating factor in the political agenda in the Middle East.

It was the focus of the Arab Summit Conference in Algiers last April and the

inspiration behin.] the recent session of the Palestine National Council in

Algiers.” (A/43/867; para; ' 32)
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The momentous decision of the Palestine Nationa'l Council has been
overvwhelmingly endorsed by the international community. The decision has enhanced
Prospects for a comprehensive and durable settlement of the Palestinian question.
My delegation fully supports the statement of the Secretary-General contained in
his aforementioned report that

"The recent session of the Palestine National Council in Algiers has
generated a new momentum in the diplomatic process and I believe it offers
fresh opportunities for progress towards peace which should be seized."

(A/43/867,;  para. 37)

Such a momentum is urgently needed for progress to be made to enable the
Secretary-General to undertake further efforts to implement resolution 38/58 ¢, on
the convening of the International Conference on the Middle East.

Malaysia regrets to note that instead of extending support and co-operation to
the Secretary~General, Israel and the United States have chosen to turn their backs
on the concrete and constructive decisions of the Palestine National Council with
unwarranted interpretations of the genuine desire of the Palestiniansg for peaceful
gettlement of the problem.

Malaysia is deeply disappointed that the United States, arguably the most
influential country in the world, should choocse to anchor its policies in the
Middle East on the military preponderance of Israel. It is a matter of gevere
disappointment that the United States, which has the most potential for the
greatest good towards resolving the Middle East conflict, should choose to do
otherwise. What is the hold that Israel has on the United States? Malaysia urges
the United States to recognize the injustices done to the Palestinian people, and
we appeal to that country, as we did last year, to accept the participation of the
Palestine Liberation Organization on an equal footing with all parties concernad in

the process of finding a durable solution to the Middle East issue.
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Malaysia believes that the most appropriate negotiating framework for a
comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the problem lies in the convening of
the International Peace Conference on the Middle East in accordance with
General Assembly resolution 38/58 C of 1983 with the full participation of all
parties concerned including the Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole,
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, on an equal footing. The
basis for such a conference remains Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and
338 (1973). 1t is only through such az framework that the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people, including the right to return, the right to self-determination
and the right to establish its own independent State, with Jerusalem as its capital,
can be discugsed. 1In this context Malaysia was delighted to welcome the
announcement by the Palestine National Council at its Algiers meeting on 15
November 1988 of the declaration of the establishment of the State of Palestine and
accdeptance of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). Malaysia is
proud to be among the first to recognize thg independent Palestinian State.

In pursuit of the objective of an international peace conference, Malaysia
joins others in calling on the United Nations to formulate tangible steps for this
purpose. In this regard the Security Council, particularly the permanent members,
hags clear responsibilities in the exercise of solving the core issue of the
Middle East question. 1In the light of the Algiers decision and the renewed vigour
that has characterized United Nations actionz in the last year, the United Nations
must fully discharge its responsibilities. Isreal must be brought to the
conference table to return Palestinian and Arab lands. Israel must desist from its
intransigence and policies of armed might, which only secure for it illusions of
peace and security in the short run while sowing the seeds of permanent tension and

conflicts in the region. It has to show that it has the courage to embrace and

sustain peace, which 1s the only basis for enduring security and stability for
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itself., The Palestinians have taken a giant step forward on the path of a
negotiated political settlement. 1Israel will need to respond.

We Liave this afternoon heard the impassioned plea for peace from
Chairman Yassir Arafat. It was a clear and unequivocal gesture from the heart,
supported by peace-loving peoples all over the world. Malaysia calls on all
pParties to respond accordingly. We will suppcrt all efforts of the United Nations
in that direction. Malaysia congratulates Chairman Yassir Arafat for his courage,
vision and commitment to pPeace. Malaysia calls upon Israel specifically to respond
with equal sincerity and dedication.

Finally, if the denial in New York was a concerted attempt to reduce or deaden
the impact of the Algiers declaration, that misguided action has clearly failed.
Geneva in strong resounding terms supports the Palestinian cause and uiider scores
the impatience of the international community for an early solution on the basis of
the inalienable rights and independent State of Palestine that will provide the
guarantees for all States in the Middle East to live within secure and
intetnationally recognized boundaries.

Mr . LONCAR (Yugoslavia): The decision taken by the General Assembly in
New York to move the consideration of its agenda item relating to the question of
Palestine to Geneva has a special symbolic meaning. It is an expression of the
respect of the overwhelming majority of the Member States of the United Nations for
the determination of the Palestinian people, standing firmly behind the Palestine
Liberation Organization and its leader, in their endeavours to reach a poli tical
solution of the Palestinian problem.

Nevertheless it is regrettable that the host country of the United Naticns has
denied the leader of the organization that is the sole legitimate representative of

the people whose problem we are discussing here today the opportunity to present
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his views. That is why we have come here, and it gives me great pleasure to extend
warm greetings to Mr. Yassir Arafat, Chairman of the Palestine Liberation

Organization, and to congratulate him on his inspiring and couragecus statement

today,
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Our goal at this point - in the wake of the decisjons adopted by the Palestine
National Ccuncil in Algiers, which represent a historic event for the just
Palestinian éame and, I am confident, a turning-point in the process of the
resolution of the Middle East crisis and the Palestinian question ~ is to look for
ways of contributing effectively and urgently to its solution.

We shculd bear in ming that we are Gealing here with one of the longest of
world crises that continues to be the major source of tension in the world.

Far too loeng - for 46 years now - have lasted the suffering and tribulations
of the Palestinian people living under occupation, deprived of their rights and
subjected to repression. Far too long has this problem burdened international
relations, posing a constant threat to international peace and security.

While we are justifiably satisfieq that the world is entering an era in which,
in some parts of the world, wars are coming to an end, agreements are being signed
and trocps withdrawn, for an entire year the uprising has been raging in the
occupied Arab territories and fighters of the intifadah have been being killeqd.
Those victims have dramatically drawn attention to the urgency of reaching a
solution to the Palestinisn problem and have greatly affected world public
opinion. The uprising has dispelled all illusions that with time the situation
Created by the Israeli occupation will be legalized. It hag demonstrated that
there can be nc peace and stability in the Middle Fast as long as the legitimate
aspirations and interests of the Palestinian people are ignored and a dialogue with
their legitimate representatives is rejected.

It i8 not by chance that this time again the responge to the growing global
trend of seeking solutions thfough dialogue and negotiations has come from the
Palestine Liberation Organization (I;BO), which testifies to itg high political

awareness and responsibility. we welcome the decisions of the Palestine National
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Council in Algierg, which were made in fuil compliance with the United Nations
Charter, in conformity with the principles of non-alignment and with the
convictions of the mjority of the countries of the world. Those decisions,
embodied in the daclaration on the proclamation of the Palestinian State and in the
Political Communiqué, constitute a ma jor steé forward and a constructive
contribution by the Palestinian movement towards a comprehensive, lasting and just
solution to the Palestinian question.

The fact that the Supreme representative body of the Palestinian people has
endorsed Security Council resolutionsz 242 (1967} and 338 (1973) as a basis for
convening an international conference on the Middle Fast is of gspecial
significance. The PLO has thus recognized the right of every State in the area,
including Israel, to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries, free
from threats or acts of force.

Those statesmanlike and wise decisions have met with the broad understanding
and support of the international community. The independent Palestinian State has
already been recognized by a la;ge number of countries. The Presidency of the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia decided that Yugoslavia, too, should be
among the first to recognize the Palestinian State. We view its proclamation as a
responsible act in the creation of conditions favourable to getting the Middle Eas*
peace process off the ground.

Reactions world-wide increasingly confirm that awareness of the justification
and legitimacy of the Palestinian people’s demands is greater than ever. That
People rightfully expects that the international communiity will now translate its
Poli tical support into acticn. The improved climate in international relations
today nct only facilitates the undertaking of necessary steps but alzo makes it

incumbent upon all States on which the gettlement of the Middle East crisis hinges
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to undertake them. 1In that connection, the declaratio. of the Ministers for
Foreign Affairs of the European Community member States should be commended,

In the view of the vast majority of members of the international commmnity, a
lasting and just solution can only be achieved through the participation on an
equal footing of all parties directly concerned, including the PLO. This session
of the General Assembly has once again shown the widespread consensus that an early
convening of an international conference under United Nations auspices, on the
basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), is the most
acceptable and realistic way of resolving the Middle East crisis and the
Palestinian problem, which is at its core. By accept’~g those very resolutions,
the PLO, for its part, has in our opinion satisfied the last requirement for mak ing
a decision on the convening of the conference.

In activities aimed at convening the conference, the role of the United
Nations is irreplaceable. we believe that the Security Council provides tu
appropriate framework within which modalities for its convening, conduct,
Participants, mandate, and so on, could be explored.

Israel‘s intransigent attitude continues to be the main obstacle to a peaceful
settlement. Refusal to join in the process of reaching a just and durable sclution
to the Palestinian problem based on meeting the Palestinian people's authentic
aspirations, as well ag Israel’s legitimate interests, causes, inter alia, great
damage to0 Israel and its position. we sincerely hope that the invitation extended
toduy by Chairman Arafat to Israel to join in the Peace process under United

Kations auspices will, in the interests of peace and humanity, be accepted.
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In the meantime, the brutal and utterly inhuman acts perpetrated by the
Israeli occupation authorities against the Palestinian population impose an
additional obligation upon the General Assembly to recommend urgent and concrete
measures to ensure full compl iance with the Fourth Geneva Convention Relative to
the Protection of Civilian Pergons in Time of War in the occupied territories and
to resolutely demand that Israel abide by Security Council resolutions 605 (1987),
607 (1988) and 608 (1988).
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The Palestine Mational Council itself has explicitly asked the United Na tions
to protect the fundamental rights of the Palestinian pepulation in the occupied
territories and, to that end, to take measures to ensure the safety of the people
and their property.

At this time we view the development of international political relations with
hope and rising optimism. at long last there is an awareness that peace can be
built only on respect for the freedoms and rights of all peoples. Thus the time
has come, in the name of such convictions, to take decisive action with a view to a
final resolution of this long-standing crisis and to ensure the freedom, peace =2nd
sovereignty of the Palestinian people. The question of Palestine must remain a
priority Preoccupation of the internaticnal comnunity and of the United Nations
until a lasting, just and cemprehensive solution is found. 1In accordance with its
consistent support for the realization of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
Pecple, Yugoslavia will support every effort towards the realization of that goal.
In the same vein we Pledge our support for all the efforts made by the
Secretary~General.

We believe that our debate here will lead to concrete measures to convene the
International Conference. We must be aware of the fact that any further delay will
entail new risks, with perhaps serious consequences for international peace and
security.

Mr. GURINOVICH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic¢) (interpretation

from Russian): The United Nations General Assembly at this gsession has already
adopted a set of resoluticns on the problems of the Middle East, the conscientious
and comprehens ive implementation of which could lead to a just and early solution
to the Arab-Israeli corflict. As a result of the efforts tsken at various levels -
political, legal and humani tarian - the foundation has been laid and adopted for

the settlement of the Prablem of the Middle East by political means, tak ing into
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account the legitimate interests of the peoples of Palestine and of the other
' States involved in the Middle East conflict. It is axiomatic that the seizure of
other territories is inadmissible and alsc that attainment of a just and lasting
Peace in the Middle East requires the realization of the inalienable right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination, sovereignty and the establishment of
their own independent State,

The delegation of the Byelorussian SSR was one of the sponsors of the
resolution adopted on the uprising of the Palestinian People and it supported,
uncondj tionally, all the other resolutions adopted by the General Azsenbly on the
question of the Middle East - and there were more than 20 of them.

The General Assenbly recognized the Palestine Liberation Organization (PIO) as
the scle and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, and on the basis
of its resolutions 3236 (XXIX) and 3375 (xxX) offered it the possibility of
participating on an equal footing with other parties in the efforts of the
international community to resolve this problem under the auspices of the United
Hations. Because of the quite unjustified circumstances with which we are
familiar, the debate on the question of Palestine has been moved to Geneva,
Geographically this is closer to the Middle East and we would express the hope that
this proximity and the decisions taken at the gesgsion of the Palestine National
Council at Algiers have encouraged the other side to take a realistic position, and
that we can find a positive outcome to the Middle East problem.

However, facis are facts; the Palestinian people are still deprived of
statehocod. Their rights are shamelessly flouted by the occupying Power. Trying by
every possible means to preveat a positive solution to the Palestine problem, the
Israseli authoritiea and their protectors have turned the region into an

i.nextinguishable ho thed ot war and conflict, and the recent military actions by
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Israel have become increasingly threatening. Those acts by Israel run counter to
the basic principles of the United Nations Charter and the generally recognized
standards of international law, and they are having an adverse effect on the
pPolitical atmosphere in the Middie East and in the world as a whole. This cannot
be concealed by demagogic statements about security or references to the need to
Suppress terrorism. The invasion of the territories of others and the fiouting of
their rights have never provided security for anyone. Recent statements by the
leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization have once again shown they are
not a party to the terrorist activities ascribed to them and they have pulled the
tug out from under those who are trying to prove the contrary. It has become clear
that relying on military force and hestility does not help to resolve a conflict,
No one would be sble to break the Palestinian people and destroy their political
vanguard, the PLO, which is defending their legitimate interests. Confirmation of
this is evident in the undiminished flame of the fight of the national uprising on
occupied Palestinian territories, the intifadah which has been going on for some
time. 1Israel and its friends should now understand that they have to abandon the
policy of seizing other pPeoples' land and settling there through a sort of creeping
annexation. 2g long as people think that way, there will be no prospect of a
solutigri to the Middle East problem. In paragraph 141 of the report of the
» Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
(A/43/35) it is stated that the uprising brought a new level of undergtanding cf
the question of Palestine and suppdrt for a comprehensive, just and lasting
solition to this 1@ng~standing conflict among public opinion internationally and
within Israel itself.

| There are even more grounds for a new and realistic approach on the part of

all. wWe are thinking here of the situation as it is shaping up where those
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directly involved in the conflict fail to recognize that the road to peace and
peaceful co-cperation between the Arabs and the Israelis leads through negotiations
based upon Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). The whole set
of resolutions adopted at the extraordinary session of the Palestine National
Council (PNC) showed that the PLO has openly stated that it is a2 serious and
authoritative partner in peace talks. The political declaration of the BNC opens
up new opportunities for the exercise by the Palestinian people of their right to
sel f-determination, the fight for a just and lasting peace in the region, and
Clears the way for the convening of the International Peace Conference on the
Middle East.

The United Nations General Agsembly must not let those favourable
possibilities pass. Inl"resolutions on the question of Palestine we should take
account of the new circumstances and set forth measures that will ensure the
continuity and irreversibility of the solution of the Palestine question and the

comprehensive gettlement of the problem of the Middle East.



NI MY A/43/PV. 78
216

(Mc. Gurinovich, Byelorussian SSPR)

In its approach to any reasonable problem or conflict, including that of the
Middle kast, the Byelorussian SSR has always taken the position that peace is
indivisible. a lasting peace can be guaranteed only on the basis of a
conmprehensive approach, recognition of the principles of freedom of choice and
respect for human rights: the supremacy of the power of law, not of the law of
power .

Receni:ly, even in Isgrael itself, there is a growing realization among the
public that the iron-fist policy followed by the Government has led the country up
"2 blind alley. Realism should prevail at last over ambition and over an
unwillingness to understand that the world has changed and is continuing to change
for the better.

Unravelling the Middle East tangle would be possible only through a political
dialogue that would take into account the special interests of all those involved
in the conflict. The important thing is tc initiate a practical movement towards a
comprehensive and just settlement that will provide for the complete withdrawal of

Israel's armed forces from the Arab territories cccupied in 1967 as a sine qgua non,

the exercise by the Arab Palestinian pPeople of its inalienable right to
self-determination and the egstablishment of its own independent State, and an
assurance for all States in the region, including Israel, of a secure and
independent existence and development.

The machinery for the achievement of this aim is clear: an independent
international conference under the auspices of the United Nations wi}:h the
participation of the permanent members of the Security Council and all the parties
concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Organization, on an equal footing.
Such a conference, if it were convened, would provide a unique oppor tunity for

Arabs and Israelis to sit down round a negotiating table to discuss all the thorny
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questions on a bilateral and multilateral basis, and thereby find 'nutually
acceptable decisions within the framework of a comprehengive and just settlement.

The members of the Security Council, working individually or collecti‘_rely,
would help the parties to overcome the barriers of mistrust and to reach agreement,
secured and guaranteed by the authority of the internationql community.

A change-over to a real search for Feace at an international conference is an
urgent requirement of cur times. There is no alternative to a political solution,
nor can there be. The time has come to set in motion the machinery for settlement
of the problem so that the Participants may be helped to find a peaceful solution
to the conflict. One of the parties to the conflict has confirmed its willingness
to have a political settlement. This is shown also by the statement made at this
gession of the Psgsembly by the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, Yasser Arafat. It is now up to the other side to
respond. The peoples of the world have seen Ithat regional conflicts can be
resolved wher., on the basis of new political thinking, there is evidence of a
reciprocal political will. This should provide positive results in the Middle Eagt
alsc,

Mr. AL-NOAIMI (United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic):s The

General Assembly is meeting today in Geneva inasmuch as it has been forced to leave
United Nations Headquarters following the decision of the United States not to
grant a visa to Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Palestine Liberaticn
Organization and Obgerver at the United Nations. P

The Gene?al Assembly's decision to hold its dgbate on the question of
Palestine here is a clear expression of the unanimous international gtance and
proof of international solidarity regarding international legal order. It is a
token also of the solidarity that has been evinced with teéard to the right of the

PLO to express its opinion as this Organization deeme fit,
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The debate on the question of Palestine at this session is taking place
40 years after the beginning of the Palestinian drama, and coincides also with
important developments that have had repercussions on the Palestinian Arabs in the
international arena.

The most important of thege developments, and one that has a great impact on
the question of Palestine, is the proclamation of the independent State of
Palestine and the political declaration which accompanied that declaration on
15 November last and which includes a strategy for the establishment of a just and
lasting peace and for the solution of the problem of Palestine. The proclamation
includes, inter-alia, the programme I had mentioned and the fact that the
Palestinian peopie, under the leadership of the PLO, their sole, legitimate
representative, react positively and realistically to regional realities and to the
international legitimacy expressed in United Nations resolutions relating to the
question of Palestine and through the position taken by most States in the world.

The balance of forces still favours the Z2ionist power because of its alliance
with a major foreign Power. The Palestinian people have always been heroically
resolved to defend their homeland, their political identity, drawing inspiration
from their attachment to their ancestral land.

The intifadah of this struggl ing people today is further evidence of the
Palestinian resolve to realize the natural, historic and legislative right of the
Palestinian Arab people in their homeland, Palestine.

Who amongst us can blame a people struggling with stones against an occupying
army? Who can blame a people that is struggling to remain settled in their homes?
Wno can fail to understand a People aspiring to self-determination in the land of
their fathers and forefathers? The famous British historian Arnold Toynbee has
reminded us that right is right and that evil is evil, whether in Palestine or

elsewhere,
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However what is strange is that as far as Palestine is concerned the world
listened to the party that committed the crime and remained deaf to the cries ¢
its victim.

The proclamation of Palestinian national independence in accordance with
international legitimacy is a proclamation of reality and moderation. It is a
pProclamation that asserts the natural rights of a people on their land. It is a
declaration of peace because it is designed@ to achieve the exercise of those rights
through negotiations within an international framework under United Nations
auspices. It is a declaration of international legitimacy because it will lead to
peace on the basis of United Nations resolutions adopted since 1947. It is a
declaration of realism and balance because it takes into account physical teali'ties
and the aspirations of the international community to confront them.

It is the proclamation ofwa State that seeks to establish and gtrengthen
Peace - the proclamation of a State that has faith in peace, pluralism and the
peaceful coexistence of all ethnic groups and religiong, an Arab State that has
faith in the principles and objectives of the United Nations, a State commi tted ¢o
the principle of non-alignment and peaceful coexistence that also desires to
pPreserve well-being.

Thus to support this proclamation and take all necessary measures to implement
it is to demonstrate support of peace, legitimacy, law and realism, which is
tantamount to enshr ining the principle of a peaceful, just and balanced solutions;
and to ignore this proclamation or claim it contains nothing new is to misinterpret
all the Arab positions taken since the first Summit Meting, in the autumn of 1982,

>
and worge, means losing a historic opportunity to arrive at an equitable peace in

the land of peace.
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We salute all countries that have recognized the State of Palestine, and we
welcome the positive positions of certain European céuntr ies. We hope that when
certain positions on the question of Palestine are reviewed in the light of new 3

B

developments, peace will result. We hope that American diplomacy will be able to
overcome local, narrow traditional considerations that have prevented movement
towards peace in the Middle East and to react positively in conformity with the
responsibilities of the United States as a major Power.

We appeal to all Member States to create an international impetus towards the
holding of an international conference as the only acceptable international

machinery for the attainment of a peaceful solution to the Palestinian problem.

The meeting rose at 10.35 p.m.






