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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. BON®O (Gabon) (interpretation from French): On behalf of the
Gabonese Government Sir, I offer you most cordial and heartfelt congratulations on
your election to preside over the forty-third session of the General Assembly. I
am convinced that your experience, your long and praisewor thy career in
international affairs, and the fact that you are a man of culture whose depth is
recognized by all, augur well for a successful outcome to the session.

I am also happy to take this opportunity to greet in you, Sir, the
representative of a great country, the Argentine Republic, with which the Gabonese
Republic, my country, has commendably close relations.

I wish also to take this opportunity to pay tribute to
Ambassador Peter Florin, your predecessor, for the outstanding way in which he
guided the work of the forty-second session.

The Gabonese delegation includes in these congratulations and tributes to the
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar. MNo praise is too high for his
admirable initiatives and the action he has ﬁakén, aimed at calming tensions and
secur ing the peaceful settlement of disputes, to give concrete form to the
contr ibution of the United Nations, the strength of its principles and the

soundness of its purpose of bringing about world peace and prosperity.
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{Mr. Bongo, Gabon)

Gabon continues to be dedicated to those fundamental principles of
international life as set forth in the Charter, just as we reaffirm that our
foreign policy, based on the permanent quest for solutions conducive to peace and
develcpment, manifestly serves noble causes.,

The work of this session is beginning at a turning-point in international
relations, first with the commemoration this year of the fortieth anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, an ideal common to all peoples and all
nations, and, secondly, with the setting in motion of a process of ending regional
conflicts and eventually securing their dafinitive settlement by peaceful means.

On a number of occasions Gabon has emphasized that the establishment of the
United Nations constituted a decisive phase in the history of the world and has
expressed the hope that everything will be done to attain the goals angé principles
enshrined in the Charter in San Francisco. The fact that the Organization is
contr jbuting to the settlement or adjustment of conflicts by peaceful means
demonstrates its ability to promote peace and international security. It is a
Source of satisfaction for my country to see the Unitad Nations carrying out one of
its missions in this way, thus earning the Nobel Peace Prize, which has been
awarded to the United Nations peace-keeping forces. This is a fitting occasion to
point out that this event received special attention from the President of Gabon,
Mr. Gmar Bongo, who addressed a special message of congratulations to the

Secretary-General in this connection.
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(Me . Bongo, Gabon)

How can we fail to express our satisfaction at the series of nagotiations now
going on in oi'der to resolve the problems of the independence of Namibia, the
frontier dispute between Chad and Libya, the Western Sahara and the Iran-Iraq
conflict - to mention only those. We can only welcome the positive developments in
each of those disputes, at the same time urging the concerned parties to show a
spirit of open-mindedness and dialogue.

The commemoration of Wor id Namibia Day on 26 August last provided us with an
opportunity to note with great interest the development of the situation in that
part of Africa, which we believe is destined to achieve independence in the near
future.

Gabon welcomes the conclusion of the Geneva Accord providing for the
withdrawal of South African troops from Angola and has been following with interest
the modalities of its implementation, which, to be effective, require the consent
of the parties concerned, particularly the front-line States. It was in that
spirit that the President of the Republic of Gabon took the initiative of meeting,
on 1 October this year, at Franceville in Gabon, with the Heads of State of Angola
and Congo. There they discussed the question of the peace and _secutity in Bngola
and the independence of Namibia, noted with satisfaction the positive development
of the quadripartite talks which will shortly resume in Brazzaville and welcomed
the efforts made by the People 's Republic of Congo in order to secure the
successful conduct of the negotiations. Further, they encouraged the pacties to
the negotiations to do their utmost to achicve a final agreement as soon as
possible, this being a prerequisite for lasting peace in the gubregion. Without
any doubt, such a wmeeting augurs well for the implementation of the provisions of
the Geneva Accord, the purpose of which is o organize free elections, under United

Nations supervision, in accordance with Security Council resolution 435 (1978).
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(Mr. Bongo, Gabon)

The entry into force of the cease~-fire in southern Angola and on the Namibian
border, in accordance with the provisions recently accepted by the parties,
confirms the positive role which they have played.

While we therefore welcome developments in socuthern Africa, we must re:ﬁenber
that southern Africa consists of more than just Namibia. The problem of apar theid
is more than a source of concern in that part of the continent and it remains as
grave as ever. Apartheid is considered a crime against mankind, as it excludes
from the exercise of power some 20 million blacks, who are constantly the victims
of aggression and torture and whose lives are always in danger. It is tfnus a
factor of permanent insecurity in international relations, Far from being
excesgive, the description of apartheid as a crime against mankind is now clearly
widely accepted by the international community. Recently, under the auspices of
the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), two meetings were held in Harare, in
Zimbabwe - an international conference of children against apartheid and a
symposium of persons involved in Science, the arts and letters, to promote the
survival and development of children in the front-line States. That double meeting
was an opportunity to re—emphasi:ze the indignation felt throughout the world at the
atrecities and sufferings inflicted on the black majority in South Africa.

At the Conference of Foreign Ministers of the non-aligned countries just held,
in September, in Nicosia, representatives of States from all continents once again .
agreed on the wisdom of the description of apartheid as a crime against mankind and
emphasized that its régime constitutes an insult to the universal conscience. The
United Nations must attach prime importance to that judgement by the on-Aligned

Movement and find within itself the resources to meet this historic challenge.
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(Mr. Bongo, Gabon)

The frontier disp;n:e between Chad and I;ibya has always been in the forefront
of the concerns of Gabon, pa;:'ticularly since the Organization of African Unity
conferred upon it in 1977 the mandate of chairmanship and entrusted it with the
work of the Ad Hoc Committee of Mediation charged with finding ways and means of
bringing about a settlement. The forty-second session of the General Assembly has
already given me the opporéunity to report on the conclusions of the first summit
meeting of that Ad Hoc Committee, held in Lusaka, Zambia, in September 1987. I now
take pleasyfé in reporting that in fulfilment of the decisions taken at that time
the second summit meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee met in Addis Ababa last May,
during the twenty-fourth summit meeting of the Organization of African Unity. In
accordance with a resolution adopted by that body, and on the invitation of the
President of Gabon, the Foreign Ministers of Libya and Chad met at Libreville
from 7 to 9 July last - for the first time, it should be noted, since the outbreak
of the conflict. The representatives of the two parties then broached, in a spirit
of open-mindedness and candour, all questions which needed to be discussed in order
to bring about an atmosphere of trust conducive to the normalization of their

relations in spheres of common interest, particularly those of diplomacy and

co-operation,
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(Mr. Bongo, Gabon)

The recent release by the authorities in Tripoli of Chadian prisoners, the
recognition of the Ndjamena Governiment by Libya, affirmed here again by my Libyan
colleague, and the recent decision by the two countries to restore diplomatic
relations are the logical sequence to the meetings that I have descr ibed. We can
only welcome these events and express our keen hope that the two parties, in good
faith, will make whatevéi‘e:fforté are necessary to resolve all the questions still
pending in accordance with the charter of the Organization of African Unity (0OAU)
and the United Nations Charter, in a spirit of fraternity and responsibility and in
co-operation with the Ad Hoc Committee.

With regard to Western Sahara, the Secretary-General's visié to Africa in
February 1988 enabled him to focus attention on this issue. The decision taken at
the forty-second session of the General Assembly by the Chairman of the OAU and the
Secretary~General to send a technical mission to that region fo:.; fact-finding
purposes and to secure acceptance by the two parties of the proposed United Nations
peace plan, which provides for a ceage~fire followed by a referendum on
sel f-determination, is a source of satisfaction for my country. We follow this
momentum for peace with particular attention, since it will lead to a climate of
détente and Co-operation in the inter-Maghreb zone.

With regard to the Iran-Iraq conflict, vmy country wishes to pay a
well-deserved tribute to the Secretary-General and his Personal Réptesentative'for
their efforts to ensure the successful outcome of the Geneva negotiations aimed at
finding a compromise satisfactory to the two parties in accordance with Security
Council resolution 598 (1987j. My delegation takes this opportunity to appeal most

emphatically once again to those two brother ocountries to associate themselves
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fully and in good faith with the process for the sattlement of this conflict that
is now being pursued under United Nations auspices.

The situation in the Middie Best, particularly recent developments in the
occupied Arab territories, is a threat to international peace and security. That
is why Gabon reaffirms and supports our Organization's insistence that any
settlement of the Middle East cr isis must necessar ily involve the total) and
uncondi tional withdrawal of Israel from the Arab territories occupied since 1967;
de jure recognition of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as the sole,
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people; and recognition of the
Palestinians' right to the free execcise of their right to self-determination and,
especially, their right to their own State within internationally recognized
borders.

Gabon also endorses the holding of an international conference on peace in the
Middle East, under the auspices of the United Nations and with the participation of
all the parties coneerned. iﬁcluding the PLO. '

The situation in Lebanon causes us great concern, in particular because of the
excellent relations between Lebanon and Gabon. 'rhat' is why we call upon all the
parties concerned to Put an end to this fratricidal struggle, and for an end to all
the fbteigl interference that has caused the threat of pﬁ:tition to hang over that
comtzy.

With regard to the situation in Afghanistan, Gabon endorsges the ptinciple of
the right of the Afghan people to decide for itself the form of its own government
and to choose its economic, political and social syétem without foreign

inter ference. My country welcomes all the efforts and initiatives that have
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resulted in the withdrswal of foceign troops from Afghan territory, thus helping to
be ing about the political solution of the situation in that State.

WHe are also comnvinced that the withdrawal of all foreign forces from Kampuchea
is a prerequisite for a just and lasting settlement of the problems of that
cowtry, which must regain its inalienable right to choose freely its political,
econonic and social system,

The situaticn in the Réuan peninsula is still deadlocked. Gabon, which is
Pleased to count both Koreas anong its best friends, will support whole-heartedly
any initiative aimed at the reunification of Korea. The agreement which the two
Koreas have reached on the inclusion in the Assembly 's agenda of an item entitled,
“Promotion of peace, reconciliation and dialogue in the Korean peninsula® is an
encouraging development and PEompts us to urge them to persevere in their search
for a negotiated solution, for a united Korea would be a guarantee of peace and
stability in South-Bast Asia.

The mounting tension in Central America is also a source of great concern to
my country. Gabon reiterates mi support for the Contadora Group and welcomes the
additional contribution made by the Lima group, since these provide the fr amewor k
necessary for dialogue and better mutual understanding in the region.

In menticning these various conflicts I intend only to highlight the
commitment of the United Nations and various Member S*ites, particularly the
super-FPowers, to reach a settlenent, with the increasing help of the
Secretary~General. |

The third special session of the General Asgembly devoted to disarmament,
which was held in New York from 31 May to 24 June last, was preceded by the
Amer ican-Soviet agreement on the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range

and Shorter-Range Missiles - INF Treaty - in December 1987, demonstrated that the
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protagenists on the international scene are acting in keeping with the purposes and
principles of the United Nations. |

Particularly meaningful in this general movement are the agreements that have
been reached and the events that have taken place in the field of disarmament in
the course of this year between the two super—-Power 3, which will oanttibute te
reinforcing détente in internaticnal relations. That is why my country welcomes
with interest not only the 2mer ican-Soviet agreement, but also the inclusion in the
agenda of the current session of jtem 72, "Review of the implementation of the
Declaration on the Strengthening of International Secur ity"”,

Gabon considers, in particular, that resolution 42/92, adopted at the previous
session of the General Assembly and containing a provision calling apon members of
the Security Council to take appropriate and effective measures to turn Africa into
a nuclear-free zone, deserves practical follow-up. It is specifically in this
émhext that Gabon, concerned about the future of Africa, notes with alarm and is
watching the compelling manceuvres, both treacherous and illegal, directed towards
making our continent the depository, the rubbish-bin, for the toxic wastes of the
industrialized countries. The agreemernts entered into for this purpose between
some African countries and multinational enterprises have quickly been revealed as

fool's bargains.
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Hence, at the most recent summit meeting of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU) in Addis Ababa last May, such an oper ation was
viewed as constituting a criminal act against Africa and African populations and
that meeting recommended that member States of the OAU should participate in a
working group to ptepare a world convention to monitor trans-border carr iage of
harmful wastes.

My country can all the more easily endorse that step because it has not
responded to the various offers that have been extended to it to give all or any
part of its territory to those new merchants of death for the purpose of stor ing
their dangerous products, Similarly, it endorses any initiative that has been |
taken within the United Nations directed towards Preparing an international
convention on the transfer of waste. We ar' therefore pPleased to see that this
question has been included on the agenda of our work and we express the hope that
the General Assembly will consider it with all due attention. Por our part, we are
convinced that the industrial development of Africa must not become
counter-productive, in Particular by destabilizing itg ecological and human
balances. Development must be ach ieved in secur ify in order truly to be a bearer
of peace.

Hence, security andg development are inter connected. Disarmament andg
development are as well. This is a concern which, upon the initiative of our
Governments, is being discussed in various internationali bodies, both at the wor 13
level and at the regional level. In this connection, my country approves the work
that has been carried out by the Regional Centre of the United Nations for Peace

and Disarmament in Africa, which met in Lomé, Togo, last February.
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It is easy to note that, beginning from our Organization and its own
involvement, this wind of peace that is blowing throughout the world is dependent
upon the will of the parties to conflicts themselves, and, genervally speaking, upon
the restored spirit of mutwal trust in the conduct of current international
relations.

The work of the United Nations is not solely restricted to the political
sphere. All Member States will agree in noting that the United Nations recently
has been concerned at the particularly critical economic situation on the African
continent. A number of its initiatives have led to the establishment, in
December 1986, of a Steering Committee composed of the directors of United Nations
agencies, as well as the establishment of an Advisory Group on Financial Flows to
Africa. Each of these mechanisms is o recommend to the United Rations solutions
which can limit the serious financial problems which our countries are experiencing.

With regard to the Advisory Group on Financial Flows to Africa, the most
recent Conference of Ministers of the Non-Aligned Countries noted that it had
estimated a yearly shertfall of approximately $5 billion hetween the real needs of
African countries and prospective contributions. On the basis of that estimate,
the Conference felt that it should emphasize the urgent need to reduce that
shortfall. It seems timely to me to point out thaé the e‘conomi‘c situation in Gabon
clearly deteriorated in 1986, just at a time when its fifth five-year plan, bequn
in 1984, had very nearly achieved its cbjectives. in the course of that difficult
year, the average price of Gabonese oil, our main source of revenue, fell by more
than one half, the slump of crude and the decline in the rate of the United States
dollar being at the root of that movement. The outcome has been a drastic decline
in our grcss national product. This handicaps our development and prevents us from

finding solutions to our ills. These include insufficient infrastructure in river
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transport and telecommunications; the use of migrant labour, which is expensive for
the country; and the weakness of the agr icultural sector, sharpened by the rural
exodus.,

With regard to this last point, I should like to tell you that Gabon is able
only to_ meet 20 per cent of its food needs itself, The remaining 80 per cent
dangerously affects our balance of payments, resulting in insufficient savings and
Systematic recourse to loans in order to finance any projects, to such an extent
that debt servicing is becoming ever nore heavy.

Heze and now I should like to thank the authorities of the United Nations
Development P_rogk:amé which, in the course of its work in the Governing Council in
Geneva, from 6 June to 1 Culy last, annulled Gabon's obligation to become a net
contr ibutor to reimbur sing Pre-financing of some of our Projects. Thiz evidence of
attention and pragmatism on the part of international organizations towards our
country constitutes assistance which we appreciate at its proper value.

Hovever, these are not the only reasons why we are concerned when we know
that, between 1985 ang 1987, the countgies of sub-Saharan Africa paid the
International Mone tary Fund a net amount exceeding $2,2 billion and, as was noted
in 1986 by the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa, Mr. Adebayo Adedeii, the decline in commodity prices and debt servicing
caused an cutflow of capital at an amount of $34 billion vhile, at the same time,
Africa received no more than 318 billion.

The Final Declaration of the seventh session of the United Nations Cenference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in Geneva in July-August 1987 sheds a new light
on our apprehensions in that, in view of the instability in export revenue from our
commodi ties and the resultant vulnarability of the economies of our countries,
UNCTAD is advocating a diversification Oof exports on the one hand and the

Preparation of studies of phenomena that impede such diversification.




MLG /fc A/43/PV. 27
19-20

(Mr. Bongo, Gabon)

Despite a slight increase in commodity prices in 1983-1984, the unfavourable
conditions that weighed on our markets since the beginning of the 1980s continued
in 1985, The weakness of commodity prices in the course of recent years is due to
the fact that despite increased supply of products, demand has hardly increased.

With regard to debt, in order to avoid its increase, our countries have had to
reduce imports and sums reserved for investment. Degpite this, the debt of Africa

exceeds $200 billion.
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The debt and its servicing, between 1984 ang 1986, averaged 310 billion a
yYear. The figure will exceed 815.5 billion between 1987 and 1989,

In its 1988 report the United Mations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) emphasized that in sub-Saharan Africa the per capita gross national
product had declined by 14 per cent in real terms between 1980 and 1987, and said
that this debt burden had destabil ized internal economies by sharpening social

conflicts angd affecting expenditure on improving the human resources and material

infrastructures essential for future development.,

These data, which were reported to the Society for Internationai Development
by Mz, Stephen Lewis, the former Permanent Representative of Canada to the Mited
Nations and now the Secretary-General 's Special Adviser in connection with the
United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery anqg Development
1986-1990, revealed the extraordinary situation that our countries are
confronting. That ig why the member countries of the Organization of African Unity
(OAU) defined a common position regarding the urgent convening of an international
conference on African debt, since it is the aim of our countries to embark
resolutely on the path of economic growth and development. The recent proposal of
the Head of State of Gabon for a discounting of African ocountries' debts has the
same objective.

Taking all this into account, the Secretary-General has emphasized that the
margin of manceuvre available to Africa in the implementation of the Programme of
Action has been reduced by an unfavourable financial climate. fThis justifies his
conclusion that it is essential for the international community to act speedily to

free additional financial resources and increase flexibil ity.
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I cannot conclude without referring to some social and cultural aspects of
man's development in his d:al dimension, individual and collective, which has been
one of the concerns of our country, and, first and foremost, human rights, which
cannot be forgotten this year as we commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Careful thought and the exper ience gained regionally, nationally and
internationally have convinced us that there can be no development without a policy
of promoting and protecting human rights, just as there can be no promotion and
Protection of human rights without a peace policy.

Gabon, a delegation which participated in the work of the meeting of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) in New York from
18 to 29 april 1988, greatly appreciates the recommendations made by that
institution for overcoming the present particularly difficult economic situation.
Among the measures proposed, the promotion of "human adjustment®, which is designed
to protect vulnerable groups while struggling effectively against the economic
crisis, and the Bamako initiative, designed to lead towards the establishment of a
self-help system with regard to medical assistance, enjoy our country's support.

As UNICEF has indicated in its 1988 annual report, the mortality rate for
children under 3 yeurs of age remains very high, at approximately 174 per 1,000.
Our country is pursuing a social policy with the following objectives: to
contribute to protecting the family, children and ynuth; to participate in the
fight against such major endemic social scourges as tuberculosis, leprosy,
alcoholism, venereal diseases and diarrhoea, epidemics, mental illness and juvenile

delinquency.
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In the context of this policy, vaccination, thanks to the expanded vaccination
programme, carried out in ocur country with the assistance of UNICEF, had covered
more than 50 per cent in 1987. Pediatricians noted five times fewer cases of
measles than in previous years. Our country is pleased to see that UNICEF's
activities have found their Place within the broader context of the Programme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986~1990. This satisfaction
extends also to the recommendation made by the Governing Council of UNICEF that the
needs and priorities of women be taken into account in all projects that receive
its assistance.

With regard to all these activities, Gabon would like to express its special
gratitude to the United Mations for its pragmatism and effectiveness. Mich
certainly remains to be done. That is why I take this opportunity to assure the
Assembly of my country's rsadiness to co-operate with the Organization so that
together we may contr ibuie to the progressive improvement of the social oondi tion
of mankind.

At this moment, as we reaffirm our dedication to the purposes and principles
of the Uni ted Nations, we must declare faithfully that we will Go nothing that
might impede their achievement. Let us commit ourselves to do our utmost to ensure
that these words become a reality, that the Organization truly becomes an effective
tool in the service of peace, freedom, security and justice - values which mank ind
has perhaps lost, but which it hopes to regain in order to recover its self-esteem,

This is the message that I address to the representatives of other nations
meeting in this Assembly, and the commitment that I reiterate on behalf of the
President of the Republic, Mr. Hadj Omar Bongo, and the Goverament and people of

Gabon as a whole.
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Mr. SOMARE (Papua New Guinea): I congratuiate you, Sir, on your election

to the important post of President of the forty-third session of the General
Assembly. My delegation shares the confidence that the members of this bedy have
Placed in you. Let me assure you of my delegation's full co-operation in the
discharge of the high duties entrusted to you.,

May I also take this opportunity to place on record my country's appreciation
cf a job well done by your predecessor, Mr. Peter Florin.

I have had the honour of addressing the General Assenbly on two previous
occasions in my capacity as Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea: on

10 October 197s, shortly after my country gained independence, and in 1983.
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I am especially honoured to be able to represent Papua New Guinea as Foreign
Minister at tae forty-third session of the General Assembly, an occasion which
marks the fortieth anniversary of the adoption by the General Assenmbly of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

As T stated on those two previous occasions, Papua New Guinea regards the
Unjited Nations as having a special role in working for the resolution of tensions
and conflicts and for building a stronger framework for international co-operation
based on mitual respect and understanding.

Papua New Guinea remains ocommitted to playing its part in contr ibuting to this
objective. As in previous years, the agenda for this session of the General
Assembly is a complex one. Many pressing issues remain unresolved, and many
uncertainties still exist in international relations, uncertainties which have a
direct impact on the development processes of a great number of developing
countries, including Papua New Guinea. But despite these uncertainties, there can
still be some cause for hope and optimism. It can be said with a measure of
confidence that a number of pcsitive steps have been taken in tackling problems
which are the subject of this session's attention.

My delegation highly commends the Secretary-General,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his unwaver ing efforts in upholding the mrposes
and principles of the Charter. We also commend the comprehens ive report he has
Presented to the Assembly. It is especially pleasing to note the progress that is
being made in respect of the situations concerning Afghanistan, the Iran-Irag
conflict, Namibia, Rampuchea and Cyprus.

But his report also underlines other pressing issues, including disarmament,
trade, finance and human rights, where more resolute international action is

required. We remain convinced of the need for a strengthened United Natjons system
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to play a central role in promting peace and security and more equi table econcmic
relations between developed and developing countries.

Our own region in the South Pacific is comparatively free of major conflicts.
Indeed, the region continues to enjoy peace and stability. But there are some
changing trends and, unlike the past, more countries and organizations beyond the
South Pacific are showing an interest in engaging actively with the region. The
South Pacific is not immune from the effects of international tensions and many of
the worrying trends in the world economy. Our region is one where in some parts
cclonial ism has not been brought to an end, where in other parts nuclear activities
continue to be conducted, despite strong protests from Governments of South Pacific
nations, and one where there are growing tendencies for big-Power rivalry.

The South Pacific community is made up of many small island States scattered
in a vast expanse of ocean, which depend on only a small number of agricultural and
mar ine products for their livelihood and export income. I am Pleased to be able to
say that there have also been some positive trends in the South Pacific since the
last session of the General Assembly.

In New Caledonia, constructive progress has been achieved by the French
administration in re-establishing dialogue between different ethnic groups in the
Territory. One year 890, my predecessor drew the Assembly's attention to the
presence of a large number of French security personnel stationed in New Caledonia
which, among other things, served to intimidate the Kanak people in their just
struggle to seek independence from France.

In April this year, Papua New Guinea and other island nations were outraged by
the merciless killing of 16 Kanaks by French security forces and the build-up of
tension in the Territory. We are pleased that the Rochard administration has now

set in train a process that will bring about positive changes for the better.
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The framework agreement concluded in Paris in August provides a basis on which
the different communities in New Caledonia can work together in a spirit of
reconcil jation and understanding to achieve independence. But not all causes of
tension have been removed. New Caledonia is on the United Nations list of
Non-Self—Governing Territories. The Assembly, therefore, has a responsibility to
continue monitor ing developnents in New Caledonia. We also hope that the
administering Power will live up to all its responsibilities and obligations as
provided for in the Charter of the United Nations.

Papua New Guinea has also closely followed develcpments in other Territories
in the Pacific. 1n the case of the Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic
of Marshalil Islands, we believe that the people of those States have expressed
their wishes on their Political future. Political evolution in those States has
been consistent with United Rations principles and practices. Papua New Guinea has
therefore established full diplomatic relations with the Federated States of
Micronesia and the Republic of Marshall Islands. We urge other Member States of
the United Nations to do the same. We hope that the way will be clear for the
people of Palau and the United States MAministration to resolve outstanding matters
affecting Palau's political future.

Papua New Guinea is a full and active member of the South Pacific Forum, the
mjor regional organization of the South Pacific. We continue to work with other
menber States of the South Paci fic Forum in oppos ing nuclear testing and the
dumping of nuclear wastes in our region,

The South Pacific Nuciesr-Free-Zone Treaty and the South Pac;i fic Regional
Environment Protection Convention are the two most important instruments
established to safeguard the environment of our region. Papua New Guinea will

shortly ratify both these Treaties.
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The decision by the Governments of the Soviet Union and the People's Republic
of China to ratify Protocols 2 and 3 of the South Pacific Nuclear-Free-Zone Treaty
is a welcome development. We urge other nuclear Powers similarly to ratify the
Protocols and to respect the operation of the Treaty in the South Pacific.

At a recent meeting of Heads of Government of South Pacific nations in
September it was decided to Put in place a number of new arrangements to facilitate
more constructive dialogue and exchanges with other countries and organizations. A
Forum institutional network has been created to bring together all regional bodies
operating in the South Paci fic for improved co-ordination and collaboration.
Regular high~-1level consul tations between the nations of the South Pacific and
interested third countries are proposed to take place each year immediately
following the annual meeting of Heads of Government. These arrangements are
intended to draw greater international attention to the development needs and
constraints of the island nations of the South Pacific, to draw attention to our
resource potential and to mobilize appropr iate resources to contribute to economic

development, sel f-reliance, capacity building and the social progress of our people.
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The entry into force in June this Year of the multilateral fisheries
arrangement between the Government of the United States and the Governments of
Pacific islands nations has been an important step forward not only for the
development of the region's principal resource - fisheries - but also for the
expansion of economic relations in our region. Papua New Guinea would welcome
similar fishing arrangements with other major fishing nations. We urge the
Government of Japan to continue the dialogue with island States with a view to
concluding a multilateral fishing arrangement soon.,

The South Pacific region is relatively unknown among the majority of the
States Members of the United Hations, and to many United Nations agencies. The
needs of the island communities in the South Pacific are great. The South Pacific
Forum has taken important initiatives to encourage other nations and organizations
to contribute to the development of our region in fields where they are able to
assist. Other important regional initiatives are to follow, in arrangements
dealing with trade, transport and telecommuriications.

Regional co-operation has been a corrner-stone for the development of many
United Nations programmes. We see a pressing need for many of the United Nations
organs to be more sensitized and reoriented to the real needs and aspirations of
the island nations of the Paci fic.

Papua New Guinea's interests extend beyond the South Pacific region. We seek
to strengthen our ties with the countries menmbers of the Association of South-East
Asian Nations (ASEANj. Our ties with ASEAN have steadily expanded in recent
years. We continue to value our special observer status at the annual meetings of
ASEAN foreign ministers. My Government is pleased also that the ASEAN nations have
agreed to our request to be allowed to accede to the Treaty of Amity and

Co-operation in South-East Asia.
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The situation in Kampuchea continues to give cause for concern. My delegation
notes with guarded optimism the developments and initiatives seen in the past
12 months relating to the Kampuchean problem. The informal talks held in Jakarta,
Indonesia, by all the parties concerned with the Kampuchean issue are a welcome
development. My delegation believes that the Kampuchean problem will be resolved
not only by the unconditional withdrawal of Vietnamese forces but also by the
prevention of the return of the genocidal policies and practices of Pol Pot and the
Khimer Rouge. Papua New Guinea commends the efforts of the ASEAN group of countries
to resolve this outstanding problem of our region.

The situation of the Korean peninsula is also of concern %o my Government. We
appeal to the Governments of the People 's Democratic Republic of Korea and the
Republic of Korea to continue to seek ways whereby dialogue and reconciliation can
prevail. My delegation notes favourably the recent initiatives contained in the
July 1988 Declaraticn issued by the President of the Republic of Korea aimed at
enhancing the prospects for reunification. We urge the Governments of both
countries to reflect the wishes of their people, who earnestly hope for early
reunification. My Government is of the view that the admission of the People's
Democratic Republic of Korea and the Republic of Korea to the United Nations has
the potential for opening up an additional avenue for dialogue. My Government
associates itself with the growing number of Governments that wish to see North and
South Korea join the United Nations,

The Iran-Iraq war represents one of the most unfortunate and saddest
mobilizations of people in recent times. The unnecessar ily prolonged conflict has
cost 80 many lives and inflicted misery on so many persons. My delegation joins
other delegations in welcoming the 20 August cease-fire. 1In that connection, we

commend the tireless efforts of the Secietary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar.
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The members of the Security Council have demonstrated the necessary political will
to find an early solution to the Iran~-Xraq war, and we commend them also. The
leaders of Iran and Iraq owe it to their people to restore peace and harmony as
Scon as possible. Security Council resolution 598 (1987) provides a sound basis
for the early resolution of the unfortunate conflict.

| Recent events in the Middle East call for more efforts to be made to address
the underlying causes of tension and conflict. My delegation believes that the
Palestinians have a right to a homeland. Israel, too, has a right to exist within
Secure borders. Those two conditions are fundamental to any lagsting sclution to
the problem.

The situation in Central America, especially in Nicaragua, deznarves the
understanding of the leaders of that region and those who are in a position to
influence the outcome. W commend those leaders in that region who have
demonstrated foresight and sensitivity to the problems in their midst. My
delegation recognizes the value of the regional approach to the problems there.

Every year we have come to the General Assembly with expectations that some
concrete measures would be taken in response to the procblem of apartheid in South
Africa. But, despite many resolutions by the United Nations, the problem still
exists. My delegation believes that the option of mandatory sanctions against
Scuth Africa holds some progpacts for success. We acknowledge that such a course
of action, if adopted, could create economic hardskip. But what other options are
there? Economic hardship can be corrected over time, but left unattended apar theid
will continue to create oppression and suffering.

Recent signs that the people of Namibia eould regain their freedom and
sovereignty give us some hope. Papua New Guinea urges all parties that are in a
position to bring asbout a favourable outcome to spare no effort to facilitate

progress towards Namibia's long-awaited achievement of independence.
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We in the Pacific are made up of rainly small States; yet we are 1inked with
the international community in many significant ways. Our environment may be less
troubled@ than perhaps that of others, but we continue to be highly vulnerable to
influences of the international environment.

Keeping our region free of big-Power rivalry and of nuclear activities is an
issue to which Papua New Guinea continues to attach considerabie impor tance. The
conclusion last December by the Uni'ted States and the Soviet Union of the Treaty on
the Elimination of Internlediatef-Range and shorter-Range Missiles is an impbrtant
step forward in disarmament and arms control. But more can and should be done in
this area by all those who pPossess nuclear weapons. Like other representatives who
have addressed_the Assembly, we believe there is a pressing need for further steps
to be taken if effective disarmament, arms reduction and arms control are to be
achieved.

As I have sought to set forth ear lier, vulnerability stems also from limited
opportunities to promote economic development. Papua New Guinea attaches
importance to international efforts aimed at dealing with the growing problems of
trade protecticnism, debt-—setvic.ing and the slow-down in financial transfers to

developing countries.



FMB/9 A/43/PV, 27
36

{(Mr. Somare, Papua New Guinea)

We have taken full account of the many comments that delegatiocns have made in
relation to the role and effectiveness of the United Nations at the present time,
While the Organization has not been able to deal with all problems affecting the
international comnunity, there are positive signs that the * ited Nations machinery
has been given a chance to work. Some momentum has developed in tackling a good
number of problems for which solutions have been sought for a long time. Let us
not waste this opportunity.

Mr. JONES (Grenada): I bring greetings from the Government and people of
Ry country. My delegation joins, Sir, in the many expressions of esteem,
felicitation, confidence and goodwill addressed to you as you assume the high
office of President of the forty-third session of the General Assembly, to which
the world looks with high expectancy and fervent hope for abundant success.

Additionally, grateful appreciation is extended to your immediate
Predecessor, Mr. Peter Florin, Deputy Foreign Minister of the German Democratic
Repubiic, for his skilful and expeditious conduct of the historic forty-second
session of the General Assembly.

My delegation wishes to place on record its pride in and gratitude for the
cutstanding contribution that the Secretary-General is making to the international
community through his sound, skilful, judicious, committed and unobtrusive

leadership.

It is no accident that in many areas of the world peace appears to be
springing forth. This can be attributed to the realization that there is nothing
to be gained by the indefinite prolongation of conflicts within and among nations,
On the contrary, so much is lost in terms of human lives and scarce resources that
if conflicts are allowed to continue indefinitely, there can be neither winners nor

losers in the end.
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The wind of change that isg blowing in the direction of peace in the
international community provides a favourable climate for its enhancement. The
Secretary-General, a tireless disciple of Peace, in his report on the work of th
organization, dated 14 September 1988, said of the United Nations:

“the small boat in which all the people of the Earth were gathered seemed t

have caught a light but favourable wind." (a/43/1, Pe 2)

Continuing that nautical metaphor, permit me to quote the words of the immortal

William Shakespeare:
"There is a tide in the affairs of men,
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune;
Omitted, all of the voyage of their life

Is bound in shallows and in miseries.® (Julius Caesar, IV: iii)

The pieces of peace - if I may be permitted this clumsy pun - that are
breaking out in certain regions of the world, affecrd the international community,
. whose prestige is on the rise, the oppor tunity to sail with the flood tide in the
pursuit of peace.

Grenada reaffirms its unswerving commitment to the United Nations, the
Organization of American States, the Commonwealth, the Car ibbean community and all
other regional or international organizations which assist us in achieving our
foreion policy objectives, the cen&epiece of which is peace.

My delegation notes with profound satisfaction the new détente and
rapprochement between the super-Powers, whose relationship has for so long been a
cause of concern in the international ocommunity. We hope that the improvement in
relations will continue and S8erve to reduce tensions around the world. We take
this oppor tunity to congratulate President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev

on their contr ibutions, and to urge them to continue their dialogue so that the
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Process now begun may lead to a significant and internationally acceptable level of
arms reduction, both nuclear and conventional - the kind of contribution to
international peace and Security that the world so desperately needs.

Against this background, the international community notes with pleasure the
strides made in the past months to secure peaceful solutions to seemingly
intractable situations in certain regions of the world.

In Afghanistan, the Geneva Accords, negotiated under the auspices of the
Secretary~General and guaranteed by the United States of America and the Union of
Soviet Socialist: Republics, afford the region the first real opportunity for the
pPeaceful resolution of the conflict, which can provide the basis for
self-determiration by the Afghan people.

The cease-fire, on 20 August, in the long and costly Iran-Iraq war, followed
by face-to-face talks five days later in Geneva between high level representatives
of the two countries, with the Secretary-~General as mediator, gave hope to the
world that at long last a long and costly conflict would finally come to an end. 1I
wish; however, tc remina the Assembly of the continuing plight of the members of
the Bahai faith in‘Iran. They continue to suffer persecution and death because of
their religious belief. The continuance of that problem will always be a hindrance
to the attainment of peaca and stability in that country, and I again call upon
this body to take such steps és would cause the Iranian Government to grant to the
Bahais their God=-given right to the sacred freedom to worship God in their own way .

The quadripartite discussions taking place among Angola, Cuba arnd Scuth

Africa, with the Uniteq States as mediator, offer some hope that with goodwill, gecod
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judgement and, whenever possible, resort to non-confrontational and non-adversar ial
positions, the independence of Namibia may be possible without further bloodshed or
delay. *

In the interval between the last session of the General Assembly and the
present, the situations in Cyprus, Kampuchea and Western Sahara have shown
encouraging signs of peaceful resolution through political and diplomatic

negotiations.

*Mr. Borg Olivier (Malta), Vice~President, took the Chair.
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There remain, however, other regional problems of concern to the international
community. In the Middle East the festering relationship between Israel and the
Palestinians has been further exacerbated by recent events on the West Bank and in
the Gaza Strip. It is the hope of my delegation that those who preside over the
destiny of nations, espousing first as individuals Peace in their own hearts, will
be capable of devising a formula that will be acceptable to all parties, that is to
say a formula that satisfies the qQuest of the Palestinians for a homeland and
protects their right to sel f-determination and recognizes the existence of Israsl
as a sovereign, independent State and also its right to exist within secure and
recognized bounder ies.

The situation in Central America, where it was heped that the signing of the
Guatemala Procedure in Angust 1987 by the five Central American Presidents would
quickly'bear fruit, remains a matter of cautious optimism.

Never theless my delegation views with a tremendous measure of satisfaction the
efforts of the people of the region ollectively to assess and define their
security needs and to minimize the threat to the peace and stability of the area.
We laud the leaders of the region for their initiatives to reselve their problems
within the framework of consultation, co-ordination, co-operation and joint
endeavour .

The fate of the Xorean peninsula - basically cne family, now divided into two
parts as a result of the Second World War - is a perfect example of the futility,
idiocy and tragedy of war. This dichotomous arrangement has resulted in prolongad
human suffering of the most heart-rending kind; vhere families related by affinity,
consanguinity and spiritual relationship have been torn apart with only occasional
oppor tunity to visit one another,

My delegation spcke in the general debate last year. We expressed the view

that, through the universal medium of sports and through the universal language of
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music, the world stood the best chance of attaining the universal goal of

brother hood. My delegation is still of that opinion. This reference was made in
connection with the XXIV Olympiad recently completed in Seoul. We extend heart felt
congratulations to the Government and people of the Republic of Worea for
successfully hosting the twenty-fourth Summer Olympic Games in Seoul, substantially
free from politically motivated boycotts and tragedies,

Moreover, it is the prayer and hope of my delegation that the inciusion of the
item entitled, "Promotion of peace, reconciliation and dialogue in the Korean
peninsula®, in the Assembly 's agenda at this session will be debated
constructively, rationally and in the gpirit of conciliation, to the end that a
satisfactory resolution of the Kor ean di.;:hotomy might appear on t:h'e:horizon, In
the case of the Korean Peninsula, as in the case of so many areas of conflict, we
need to explore the many hidden similarities in our apparent diversity. let us
concentrate on our collective strength rather than on ocur individual frailty.

In view of the recent successes of the United Nations in mediating disputes in
the international community, the time has come for us to consider ser iously whether
or not the objective of attaining national reunification between North and South
Korea through dialogue and negotiation would be realized if both countr ies were
granted full membership of the United Nations. We have a morail obligation to
attempt to ensure that peace, stability and reconciliation G0 not continue to elude
the people of the Korean peninsula. I therefore wish to propose that this question
of membership be given immediate consideration so that the over 70 nillion people
of the peninsula could be accorded their right to fepresentation among the
member ship of this Organization,

I crave the indulgence of delegations to speak a few words with respect to my
country, Grenada, five years after it was rudely and abruptly thrust upon the

national and international scene following the execution of the Prime Minister and
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a number of innocent citizens as a result of a vicious intraparty struggle for
power. This dramatic and cataclysmic episode tcok Place on 25 October 1983. After
law and order were restored, an interim administration was created. lts main term
of reference was to create the climate and Prepare the country for general
elections and the return to pluralistic, participatory, parliamentary democracy,
which Grenada had always enjoyed except in the period 1979 to 1983, when
ideological bigots came into power, having overthrown the elected government by
force. In the general elections cne year later, in December 1984, the people of
Grenada elected my party by an overwhelming majority. I am happy to report to this
fraternal forum of the United Nations that today Grenada is at peace and that human
rights and individual freedoms are scrupulously guaranteed.

A few cardinal principles inform and constitute the basis of our conduct
within the global family, that is, equality, respect for the sovereignty and
independence of States and for their right freely to choose their social and
economic syntems. Grenada does not subscribe to reproach and recrimination in
pursuit of its international relations,

My delegation wishes to refute as utter nonsense the Propaganda of 5 few
disgruntled members of this fraternal forum to the effect that there are still
foreian forces in my country. The few ocountries which persist in this course of
conduct have neither a democratic experience nor a democratic culture. I am
pPleased to report that the ballot-box replaced the gun as the ultimate instrument
of political discourse in Grenzda and to state boldly, categorically and without
fear of challenge that there are no foreign troops in My country and that this has
been so since 1985,

Grenada shares the‘conce:ns and suffers the consequences of the vulnerability

of island developing countries, in particular » and of develcping countries, in
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general. With reqgard to the question of the specificity of the problems of island
developing countries, the destruction recently visited upon Jamaica by Hurricane
Gilbert also brings into sharp focus the vulnerability of islands to natural
disasters,

It is to be hoped that in devising a strategy of emergency assistance to
Jamaica the international community would bear in mind the fragility of island
economies. Moreover, under agenda item 82 (b), the General Assembly is being
called upon to countenance a series of measures that could alleviate the problems
experienced by this specific category of de;reloping countr ies,

My delegation issues a call to United Nations agencies and individual nations
to respond more favourably to our valid appeals for special consideration.

The General Assembly should also be cognizant of the threat to the ecosystem
of island developing countr ies posed by coastal pollution resultinc from the
dumping of wastes at sea. Indeed, the recent unpleasant experiences of r.rine
poliution in several parts of the world have highlighted the deleter ious effects of

resorting to the ocean as a giant dumping-ground.
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Thus, over and above the concerns being addressed under agenda item 64 (k), it
is imperative that a programme of action against all types of dumping of harmful
wastes at sea - be they nuclear, industrial or medical - be devised, thereby saving
future generations from potential environmental suicigde.

In the matter of the effective functioning of the United Nations my delegation
would like to register its concerns regarding the financial situation of the
Organization. The fact that there are in essence two agenda items which address
the issue, items 50 and i16, is indicative of the paramount importance of the
Question. It is to be hoped that any revision of the scale of assessments will
adhere toc the principle of “equitable appor tionment” and will respect the capacity
Of Member States to pay. There should not be the anomaly of developed countries
benefiting from a reduction in their scale of assessed contr ibutions, while certain
debt~distressed developing countries are burdened with an upward revision of their
financial obligations to the Organization.

The external debt problem with its adverse global economic consequences,
especially in the developing countries, is a perfect example of how international
peace and security can be threatened by a situation which can have dire social,
political and economic consequences, Debt repayment and debt-servicing pose a
hardship for, and stranglehold on, the economies of many developing countries, akin
to a millstone around their necks. While the repayment of debt is a legal and
moral responsibility of the debtor, debt relief should be a humane and moral
consideration of some of the creditors, who, in the context of the present global
situation, may be practising simple justice, by putting back into the good earth a
little of what has been taken out. History is replete with examples of how

exploitation and injustice could have contributed to the debt problem.
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To the least developing countries, whose social and humanitarian programmes
are held in abeyance because of debt repayment and debt-servicing, the cynicism
mingled with humour of a socio-economist can be applied, namely that the inherent
vice in some economic systems is the unequal shar ing of blessings, while the
inherent virtue in others is the equal sharing of miseries. In the final analysis,
if the external debt pProblem is allowed to remain unsolved and unmitigated the
economies of both developed and developing countries stand to suffer.

An area of global interest and common concern is the illicit traffick ing in
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances which, like the plaque, is spreading
over the face of the earth and gnawing at the very fabric of society. Concomitant
with the craze for these dangerous substances is the proportionate increase in the
level of violence which is fast becoming a seamy sub-culture in some societies., It
is generally believed that drugs and international terrorism have a direct
relationship. This twin menace is growing bolder every day and wreak ing havoc on
innocent and unsuspecting people. We favour a mul tidimensional approach to the
tackling of this awesome pProblem involving the agencies of education, health and
law enforcement in the three crucial areas of the production, trafficking and
consumption of drugs.

Ancther area of global concern is the rapid spread of the acquir ed immune
deficiency syndrome (AIDS), which, like a scourge, is approaching pandemic
proportions. In this regard the United Nations prestigious World Health
Organization (WHO) should continue to focus on the aetiology, prognosis and therapy
for this health hazard, which has dangerous social consequences .

The odious and pernicious practice of racial hatred, apar theid, in South
Africa remains the greatest impediment nét only to peace in southern Africa but to

world peace generally. This institutionalized and systematized phenomenon of racism
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attempts to place a stranglehold on derocratic advancement in southe;rn Africa and
continues to deprive the black man of his rights o freedom and self-determination.

If our response is to apply pressure on the South African Government to
dismantle the apartheid system, then towards that objective my delegation favours
the employment of collective, compr ehens ive, mandatory sanctions against South
Africa. We are not persuaded by the arguments advanced by a few influential aétors
in the international community that sanctions will adversely affect the black
majority in South Africa. We observe with interest that the imposition of
sanctions is a potent and attractive option which is applied selectively as a
punitive measure or as one designed or calculated to draw concessions. In any
event, it is folly and presumptuous on the part of other countries to attempt to
speak on behalf of the black majority of South Africa. Rather, their concerns
should be reflected in concerted appeals to the authorities in South Africa to
initiate negotiations with the legitimate leaders of the people.

If it is determined that a spokesman is required, then pressure should be
directed at the South African Government to release, tnconditionally, the most
articulate and authoritative spokesman of the black cause, Nelson Mandela. This
drum major for justice in South Africa has been impriscned unjustifiably for
26 years, We call upon the Government of South Africa to free him now so that he
may be able to participate effectively in shaping the destiny of his oountry and
his people. |

We call on South Africa to susrend armed intervention in the front~-line States
and to respect their Sovereignty and territorial integrity. Tremendous progress
towards a peaceful and amicable resolution of the regional conflict could be
achieved with the speedy implementation of United Nations Security Council
resolution 435 (1978) for the independence of Namibia which, in my delegation's

view, constitutes the only real basis for the attainment of this objective.
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Finally, the curtain ﬁas risen on the forty-third session of the General
Assembly under favourable auspices. The contours of Peace are beginning to appear
in many regions, the erstwhile battlegrounds of ideclogical conflicts and actual
war. Just as we know in the physical sciences that to every action there is an
equal and opposite reaction which can be measured quantitatively, so too, to a
limited extent, we can extend the same idea to the social sciences in which peace
is central, by applying a qualitative measurement of the promising peaceful events
taking place in many regions of the world. The centrifugal forces of discord and

disguietude are beginning to yield to centripetal forces of peace and concordance

within nations and among nations.*

*Mr. Pejic, (Yugoslavia), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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The Washington and Moscow summit meetings between President Ronald Reagan and
General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev and the signing of the Treaty on the
Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shor ter-Rang= Missiles, with verification
provisions, are factors which we hope will contribute further to long-term global
peace. My delegation wants to believe, however, that the triad of disarmament,
development and solidar ity, which have a syllogistic relationship, affords
humank ind the best hope of attaining the universal goal of peace and brotherhood
for which the world has been waiting so patiently and so long.

May God bless us and guide us as we continue ocur deliberations in pursuit of
these lofty aims. *

Mr. BWANALT (Malawi): It gives me pleasure to join those who have spoken
before me in exteﬁding to Mr. Dante Caputo, on behalf of the Malawi delegation,
heartfelt congratulations on his election to the presidency of the forty-third
session of the General Assembly. Preceding speakers have eloquently spoken of his
long experience of international affairs, his deep commitment to the pcomotion of
international peace and co-operation and his great diplomatic skillsv. On our part,
we have already observed the effective manner in which he has been conducting the
business of the Assenbly. We are therefore confident that under his leadership and
gu idance 'the Assembly's deliberations will come to a successful econclusion., I
therefore wish to assure him of my delegation's full co-operation at all times.

The forty-second session was perhaps among the busiest sessions in recent
years, as the Assembly had to be called back so many times in resumed session. The
Assembly was also called upon © deal with many very complex issues, some
necessitating late-night sessions of the plenary in search of solutions.
Fortunately for us, we had in Mr. Peter Florin, Deputy Foreign Minister of the

German Democratic Republic, a President whose outstanding fortitude, exemplary
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dedication to duty and inexhaustible patience, confidence and good humour made the
work that was before the Assembly easier. My delegation extends its best wishes to
Mr. Florim, and congratulates him on his successful accomplishment of his duties
and responsibilities,

The Malawi delegation has Pleasure also in expressing its best wishes to the
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar. We have noted with much
satisfaction the many achievements scored by the United Nations during the past
12 months. Among the most cutstanding are the successful negotiations leading to
the Geneva Agreements on Afghanistan and to the cease~fire in the eight-year war
between Iraq and Iran. Those achievements have clearly vindicated those who,
despite the doubts expressed by some in recent years about the Organization's
relevance to today's international political environment, continued to believe that
the United Nations remained the most appropriate forum for the search for solutions
to international disputes, and also that, given the opportunity, it could be a very
effective instrument for resolving conflicts between States.

Mr. de Cuellar has never wavered in his belief in the efficacy of the United
Nations, nor has he ever doubted the Organization's potential as an instrument for
bringing about peace. We thus consider the award of this year 's Nobel Peace Prize
to the United Nations Peace-keeping forces t be a most fitting recognition of
Mr. de Cuellar ‘s personal efforts in keeping the United Nations at the centre of
international affairs and 2 long overdue but welcome tribute to the outstanding
contribution of the United Nations towards international peace during the past four
decades. My delegation joins others in expressing tc Mr. Perez de Cuellar and,

through him, to the peace-keeping forces, well-deserved congratulations.
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A writer in cne of the local newspapers observed this past summer that ®peace
has broken out". Although his comment was made rather cynically, in fact it aptly
designated the extraordinary phenomenon of the past few months. Indeed, throughout
the summer we marvelled as almost everywhere came news of breakthroughs in
deadlocks long considered intractable. For once it did seem as though peace had,
fiinally, been declared.

We in Malawi welcomed the news of the successful conclusion of the Geneva
Agreements, under which it was finally possible for foreign troops that had been in
Afghanistan for eight years to withdraw from that country. We hove that the
withdrawal of those forces will be completed as agreed in the Agreements so that
the people of Afghanistan may move on to the important process of determining their
country's political future and embark on the urgent tasks of rechabilitation and
reconstruction.

In the Persian Gulf we note that, following acceptance of Secur ity Council
resolution 598 (1987) by both Iran and fraq earlier this summer, a cease-fire came
into force on 20 August. We further note that negotiations towards a permanent
peace agreement between the two former belligerents are continuing under the
auspices of the United Nations. The road towards that goal will not be an easy
one, but we believe that the parties concerrned understand the high cost of failure.

When the Malawi delegation addressed the Assembly last year, we noted with
regret that the flurry of diplomatic activity earlier in 1987 centred on the
question of Kampuchea appeared to have led to no change. My Government has
therefore been encouraged by recent signs of the apparent beginnings of a genuine
dialogue between the var ious parties oconcerned. We note, for instance, that
following the meeting held in July, under the auspices of the Association of

South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), all the parties have indicated their readiness
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to continue the search for a mutually acceptable solution. Allow Me to express my
Governmentis full support for those efforts and its sincere hope for a positive
outcome.,

In the first direct political contact between th'e two countries in years,
parliamentarians of North and South Korea met in August to discuss relations
between the two sides of their divided motherland. My Government was pleased to
learn that further talks could take place very soon. Malawi supports the decision
by the two sides to keep their lines of comunication open so as to facilitate the
continuing search for a peaceful solution. We remain firmly convinced that through
honest dialogue between North and South Korea a viable solution can be achieved.
Meanwhile, Malawi welcomes South Korea's call for the cessation of hostilities
between North and South Korea. Malawi also welcomes the other proposals by the two
sides for easing tension between them.

Malawi has followed very closely the quadripartite negotiations involving
representatives of the United States, South Africa, Angola and Cuba with the
ultimate aim of bringing about the independence of Namibia, within the context of
Security Council resolution 435 (1978). 1In this connection, my Government has been
greatly encouraged to learn that, if everything goes well, implementation of the
transitional process envisaged in resolution 435 (1978) could begin as early as
next month, with independence elections coming by 1 June 1989,

Whilst its optimism is tempered somewhat by the experience of the
international community in having come to the well more than once before and
draving no water, my Government would like to look forward to Namibia's
independence and to welcoming Namibia as a fully-fledged member of the
international community. My Government therefore hopes to join other members in
welcoming the new independent State of Namibia as a p.. ticipant, in its full

sovereign right, at the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly next year.
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In 1986, for the first time in nearly 40 years, and also last year, the
Assembly was sei:ed of the question of the dependent Territory of Rew Caledonia,
where the indigenous people and the administering Power were deadlocked over the
question of the Territory's political future. We now understand that the
administering Power, having reviewed its poelicy on the Territory, has recently
reached agreement with representatives of the indigenous People on a formula for a
solution which envisages the early granting of independence to that Territory. My
delegation welcomes these developments. we applaud the Government of France for
its courage in not only conceding the right of the New Caledonian people to
sel f-determination but alsc in acknowledging its obligations towards the
realization of that right. Malawi looks forward to seeing New Caledonia take its
rightful place as an independent and sovereign Member of the community of nations,

we hope in the very near future.

assuring any solution has Seemingly brought about a positive change in the
attitudes of the leaders of the Greek and Turkicgh Cypriot communities. In this
connection we note that both parties have declared their readiness o co-oper ate
with the Secretary-Genesal in facilitating the resumption of the intercommunal
talks and that formal talks have already been : heduled for early in 1989. My
Government welcomes these developments, for Malawi remains convinced that only a
formula arrived at by or through the Participation of the Cyprict people themselves

can produce a meaningful angd permanent solution to that country ‘s political

proolems,
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On the guestion of Western Sshara, my delegation wishes to reiterate Malawi's
Ssupport for the right of the People of that Territory to sel f-determination,
whether as an independent sovereign State or otherwise. We therefore support the
Secretary-General's initiatives on this issue and are pleased to note that the
proposals which he recently Presented to both the Governnent of Morocco and the
FOLISARIO provide for a referendum to enable the Sahraoui people to indicate their
preforence as to whether they should be part of Morocco or have their own
independent Sovereign State.

We have noted particularly the sinilarity between the Secretary-General's
proposals and the formula adoptad on the same questiocn by the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) almost 10 years ago. The OAU formula has as a main principle
the holding of a referendum supervised by the United Nations. My Government is
therefore happy to learn that both the PGLISARIO and Merocco have now accepied the
Secretary-General 's propcsals and we hope that this clears the way for the early
holding of a referendun on Westarn Sahara.

At the forty-second session of the General Assenmbly, the Malawi Gelegation
joined others in welcoming and expressing support for the peace plan for Central
America initiated by the Costa Rican leader, President Oscar Arias, and agrecd %o
by all the leaders in the region. Despite the promise held out by the plan, it
would now apgpear that some parties would have the plan abandoned, seemingly
condemning it to the heap of 50 many other docmed initiatives. Notwi thstanding the
8et-backs which may have been encountered in its implementation, we believe that
the Arias plan stiil fepresents the best formula for achieving peace in that
region. My delegation wishes therefore to express Malawi's support for these
leaders who are continuing to seek ways of facilitating the implementation of the

plan,
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Preceding delegations have already observed that if today we can speak of
breakthroughs with regard to the various international piobleme that cnce seemed
inscluble it is because of the pesitive interventions, direct and indirect, of the
two super-Powers, the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. Significantly, it has-bee\.n noted that these positive developments have
occurred following the apparent improvement in relations between the United States
and the Soviet Union.

We have always been of the view that whenever the two super-Power s agree to
co-operate they can contribute immensely to the common good of the entire
internaticnal community. That is why my delegation wishes to take the opportunity
to express the hope that the two super-Powers will f£ind it equally possible to work
together in the search for solutions to the other regional confiicts and areas of
tension which continue to threaten international peace and security. The most
urgent of these are the situations in South Africa and the Middle East.

While developments on the Namibia question have provided the most positive
hews to come out of the southern African subregion in almost a decade, the news
from South Africa is that of & rapidly deteriorating situation. “he root c@use of
the problems of South Africa is apartheid, but we believe that neither the use of
force by the South African authorities to maintain the policy of apartheid nor the
resort to violence by the opponents of apartheid will resolve this problem. That
is why the Malawi delegation would like to reiterate its call to all the parties to
the conflict to enter upon a genuine national dialogue. We are convinced that even
at this late hour it would still be possible to achieve a peaceful solution if only
all the partics concerned would have the courage to place the wider long-term
interests of their country above the short-term interests of their respective

constituencies.



EH/bg A/43/PV, 27
59

(Mr. Bwanali, Malawi)

Contrary to expectations of a possible movement forward - raised by the
overwhelming support declared during the past two years by the majority of the
Menbers of this Assenbly - towards the helding of an international conference on
the Middle East, the past 12 months have sean the situation in the area deteriorate
to perhaps its most precarious level in many years.

A sharp escalation of violence in the occupied territories, resulting from a
campaign of resistance to Israeli authority, and the increased use of force in
order to reaffirm that authority on the part of the Israeli Government have led to
great loss of life as well as a deepening of animosity and suspicion. Meanwhile
the decision by the Government of Jordan to withdraw its authority over parts of
the occupied territories which it had previously administered has increased the
uncertainty and anxiety about future developments.

In our view, any solution to the Middle East conflict must necessarily focus
on two central issues if it is to be viable: fulfilment of the right of the
Palestinian people to an independent homeland on the one hand and a guarantee of
the right of the Israelis to live within recognized and secure boundar jes on the
other. Those elements have been of primary importance in all the main resolutions
on the Middle East question since the General Assembly adopted resolution 181 {II)
in 1947.

Viable solutions to the questions of the Middle East and of South Africa must
ultimately come from, or be found with the direct participation of, the respective
peoples concerned. Rowever, my delegation is also of the view that there are
certain other countries which, through their special relations and influence, could
facilitate the early achievement of such solutions. That is why my delegation
wants to appeal to these countries, which include the two super-Powers, to use
their influence positively with those parties which, because of mistrust or

insecurity, have been reluctant to take measures that are necessary in order to
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move forward. The intervention of these countries on other questions has led to
positive results. We are convinced that they coulgd contribute to similar results

with regard to the issues of the Middle East and South Africa.

between the United States of America ang the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics of
the Treaty on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-nange and Short:et-Range Nuclear

Missiles - the INF Treaty. The Malawi delegation observed that that Agreement

weapons, so as to hasten the achievement of the ultimate goal - complete and

compr ehensive disarmament.
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The Malawi delegation, further, drew attention to the fact that international
security iz of concern to all States, big and small alike. In this connection, the
delecation reaffirmed Malawi's belief in the need for a multilateral approach to
disarmament and for the United Nations to be associated with all initiatives on
disarmament.

We thus considered it a happy coincidence that the proposed date for the
formal signature of the United States/Soviet Union agreement should have fallen
just a month before the start of the General Assembly's third special session on
disarmament, vhich was held here in New York in June this year.

However, my delegation regards it as a matter of deep regret that the third
spacial session could not agtee on the final document and thus adjourned without a
formal conclusion. Nevertheless, we believe that the sessicn was still useful in
providing an opportunity to assess progress achieved since the two previous
sessions. We are certain that the conclusions that were drawn from the session
will prove invaluable as we plot the way forward.

My delegation has on several occasions declared the Malawi Government's
conviction that international security cannot best be assured by the size or
quality of the arsenazls that countries may possess. Rather, we believe that
genuine international security lies in all States respecting each other's
independence and sovereignty, regardless of size or eccnomic and political
strength,

We have therefore been alarmed by certain developments during the past
12 months which seemed  suggest that some States might want to return the world
to that era, long thought to have disappeared for ever, when might was right, and
bigger States assumed for themselves the right callously tc inte.vene in the

internal affairs of the small and weaker cnes.



BES/j1 A/43/PV. 27
62

(M. Bwanali, Malawi)
——t—ranali, Malawi

internal affairsg of others, and respect for the principle of the non-use of force.
Only in that way can we assure international Peace and security.

Among the subjects which the General Assenbly will consider during the current
Session is the critical economic situation in Africa. Before it will be the report
on the mid-term review on the implementation of the United Nations Programme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990, My delegation
looks forward to the discussions on this report.

I should like, however, to eéxpress our disappointment at the fact that despi te

the solemn under taking by the international donor community to enhance its

Action, and in spite of the efforts that African States have exerted in fulfilment
of their own obligations, at times with great risk to national political stability,
very little international assistance has been forthcoming. In the meantime,
unfor tunately, the economic crisis in Africs has worsened further, and more aid
than vas projected in 1986 will now be required to meet the Programme 's original
goals. It is our sincere hope that the results of the mid-term review will be
taken seriously by Aftica”s partners and that concerted efforts will be made by
them to fulfil their cbligations during the second half of the Programme's
projected five-year span.

Meanwhile, we have noted with interast the measures adopted recently by some
of the developed countries with a view to helping ease the financial burden facing
developing countries, especially the least developed countries. We welcome these

Moves. However, we would like to join others in reiterating that the ecanomic
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problems of developing countries need to be addressed in a global manner if lasting
solutions are to be found.

Before concluding my statement, I should like to take this oppor tunity to
express my Government's gratitude to the Office of the United Mations High
Commissioner for Refugees and cther agencies of the United Nations for the
invaluable assistance they have provided to enable the Government of Malawi to
cater for our brothers and sisters from Mozambigue who have come into Malawi during
the past two years. These refugees now number over 600,000, which is equivalent to
about 8 per cent of our national population. We are particularly grateful for the
Secretary-General's timely initiative in sending last year a multi-agency team to
study this problem with a view to determining how beat to assist Malawi to deal
with both the short-term and the long~term needs arising from this situation.
Malawi's economic capacity is very limited and the sudden surge in population has
seriously strained the country's socio-economic infrastructure.

Malawi is also grateful to the many coun?ries and the other international
organization’s that have contributed so generously in various ways towards enabling
us to provide for our brethren. .

In this context, I should like to express Malawi's satisfaction at the outcome
of the International Conference on the Plight of Refugees, Returnees and Displaced
Persons in Southermn Africa, held in Oslo, tbfuay, last August, with the full
support of the United Nations. It is our hope that the principles enshrined in the
Oslo declaration and plan of action will recsive full international support. It is
therefore my delegation's hope that the General Aggenbly will endorse the Oslo

declaration and plan of action.
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The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of France who wishes to

speak in exercise of the right of reply. I remind him that in accordance with
General Assembly decision 34/401 statements in exercise of the right of reply are
limited to 10 minutes ang should be made by delegations from their seats.

Mr. BROCHAND (France) (interpretation from French): The French

delegation regrets the remarks made a short time ago by the representative of Papua
New Guinea in referring to events in New Caledonia last April. These wera all the
Mmore regrettable in that the pPolitical context in New Caledonia has changed for the
better since then, following the signing on 29 August of an agreement between the
two principal political parties in the Territory, one in favour of and one opposing
independence under the auspices of the French Government. The new directions then
set down for the future of New Caledonia, to which I note the representative of
Papua New Guinea paid a tribute, should make it possible to avoid the recurrence of
a confrontation, which no one in New Caledonia or anywhere else wishes to see.

The meeting rose at 5.20 p.m.






