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The meating was called to order at 10.15 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. HANNIBALSSON (Iceland): Mr. President, I should like to begin by

congratulating you on your election to the presidency of the forty~third session of
the General Assembly. The Government of Iceland v;ishes you every success in
carrying cut the duties of your important and prestigious office.

The signing of the United Mations Charter was viewed by many as the first
great victory of peuce in the modern world. A system of international security was
foreseen whereby peace would be ensuzed through collective action,and regional
enforcement would be rendered largely superfluous. Sadly, the dream has never been
) réalized. Instead, the onset of the cold war stimulated the Jrowth of military
alliances and a system of security through the mitual tercor of huclear armaments.

I will not say whether the Charter itself was bagically at fault in being
overly obtimistic. That may be so, but I am certain, nevertheless, that the quest
for "one world", enshrined in the Charter, has never been wholly abandoned.
Moreover, one should not underestimate the significant strides mankind has recently
made towards removing some of the 'h‘urdles that héve stood in the way of strict
observance of the "aited Nations Charter.

History, of course, will be the final judge. Most of us believe that we now
stand at a croesroads in Bast-West relations. I certainly do not wish to
underestimate the role of Western uhity and steadfastness in bringing us to the
present juncture. There is no denying, however, that credit is due to the Bast 'as
well, where refreshing winds of change have resulted in a more dynamic and

for thcoring approach to foreign policy.
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Improvements have been particularly notable in arms contrel and on regional
issues. In arms control, we have for the first time started moving beyond mere
limitations on nuclear armaments to meaningful reductions. ‘The Treaty for the
elimination of interuediate-:hnge nuclear weapons, welcomed by my country as a
milestone achievément , has inspired confidence across the whole range of arms
control issues and given fresh impetus to talks aimed at cutting strategic nuclear
arsenals as well as chemical and conventional weapons. No less significant is the
movement we have witnessed towards the peaceful resolution of regional conflicts,
many of which have been a thorn in the side of the international body politic for a
good many years.

Taken as a whole, these developments h;ve created hopes that the United
Rations - no longer hobbled by cold war rivalry - might begin to achieve the
results hoped for at the time of its founding.

There can be no denying that the progress we have made is due in large measure
to the improved atmosphere in relgt:ions between the United States and the Soviet
Union. It would be a mistake, however, to view the United Nations simply as an
accessory to super-Fower 'di.'plbﬁacy. For one thing, to do so is bo overlook the
trelendous work done by the United Nations special.ized agencies towards alleviating
the causes of human conflict. By seeking to eliminate such causes, be they
poverty, disease, igno:ance or discrimination, the United Nations has not only
rendered valuable service to peace j.n different areas of the world, but has also
ptevenbgd regional conflicts from spilling over into cold war battlegrounds.

Moreover, one is entitled to ask where we would stand had it not bezn fét the

~crucial mediatii\g role of the United Nations in many regional conflicts,
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This, in many ways, has baen the United Nations finest hour, as has been duly
recorded by the well-deserved award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the Organization's
peace-keeping forces this year. In a relatively short time the Organization has
negotiated the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan and the cease-£fire in the
Iran-Iraq war. Thanks to the United Nations, an end to the war in Western Sahara
may now be in sight and progress has been made towards a settlement in Cyprus. If
‘all goes well, United Nations efforts in Angola and Namibia -~ whose rightful claim
to independence can no longer be ignored - may bear fruit in the not-too-distant’ .
future. ‘

For a nation like Iceland, which has no armed forces of its own, glad tidings
like these are particularly welcome. But let us not forget that safeguarding . the
progress made will require continued dedication and ‘g'ooé will on the part of all.
Much will certainly depend on the work taking placé at the Viennz follow-up meeting
of the Conference on Securi(::y amd~ CO—ope_fétion 1n Burope, ._-not least in the
humanitarian dimensica. __By hoﬁé‘u;ring their c_c_nﬁmitment to fundamental human rights,
including the right of men a;_néﬂvomen_ o participate fully in all spheres of social
and economic life, Governments not':'::nly raise the level of well-being among their
subjects, but also render service :to p2ace. 1In the current end-game in Vienna,
Iceland will work for a substantive outcome, based on a balanced approach to the
whole range of 1ésues covered in the Helsinki Final Act.

I £find it a curious paradox that at a time of heightened expectations the
United Nations should find itself in the throes of a m_ajoz financial crisis,
Iceland »pplands plans "by the Soviet Union and lately by the United States to pay
up arrears, and appea;s to other Members which have not already done g0, to do the
same. This is particularly urgent, as.,lit'appears that inc.cased United Nations

peace-keeping activities will make greater demands on its rescuxces. Emphasis must
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also continue to be placed on the PZocess of reform and renewal within the
Organization itself.

As we look ahead there are numerous major challenges that confront us.

Recent progress in bilateral arms control notwi thstanding, the cost of the
arms race is increasing and so are the precision and destructive power of nuclear
weapons. Clearly, therefore, muclear arms control must remain a top priority. As
we pursue major reductions in strategic nuclear weaponry, care must be taken that
any possible shift of military confrontation to new categories of weapons or
regions be firmly resisted. In the view of the Icelandic Government, it is of the
uMthmnmthtauwwtowthM¢wwlmrmmeMwnmsmudmw
to less military activity at sea. For this reason, Icelanders have welcomed the
. Super-Powers' agreement in principle at the Wbshiﬂgton summit meeting to search for
ways of limiting long-range, nuclear-armed sea-launched cruise missiles.

As is well known, my country does not allow nuclear weapons on its territory
and presumes that vigiting naval vessels will respect its sovereignty in this
regard, One'need,hardly belabour the point that accidents involving nuclear arms
at sea ocould have disastrous consequences for a nation like Iceland which bases its
livelihood on the living resources of the sea.

As we move towards significant reducticns in nuclear arsenals, the need to
correct the current imbalance in the field of conventional forces and equipmept in
Evrope has acquired new urgency. Having participated, along with its allies invthe
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), in negotiations with the Warsaw Pact on
a mandate for new conventional stability talks, Iceland hopes for the early
adoption of a mandate to ensure that these important talks can get underlway this
year as envisaged.

This year's third special session on disarmament may have been

disappoingment in that it failed to reach a consensus on a final document. My
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country was hevert:helgsa encouraged that a number of positive steps were taken.

I draw attention in particular to the concrate discussions on the Treaty on the
Non~-Proli feration of Nuclear Weapons and the Nerdic memorandum on that question, as
well as to the discussions on verification issues and chemical weapons. The early
conclusion of a comprehensive ban on chemical weapons must remain among our
foremost objectives. 1Iceland is encouraged that negotiations on this issue within
the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva have reached a final stage. 1 also welcome
the opportunity here to declare my country's full support for the proposal of
President Reagan in this forum two weeks ago to convene an international conference
to bolster the Geneva Protocol of 1925 outlawing the use of chemical weapons.*

As we chart the course of the multilateral disarmament agenda for the decade
ahead, we must build on the paper which nearly became the final document of the
third special sessicn and on the commitments we all undertook in the Final Document
of the first special session in 1978.

I spoke earlier of the proaress we have made on regional issues. Ragrettably,
there have alsc been exceptions. The thaw in relations between East and West hes
failed to advance noticeably the peace process in the Middle East. Any peaceful
solution of the Arab-Israeli cenflict will depend on mutual restraint and a spirit
of compromise, At a minimum,vwhlile Israel must recognize the right of the
Palestinian people to determine their own future, the Arab world must cease to
question the undisputed right of the State of Israel to exist. The tragic events
in the odcupied Israeli territories over the last year have rightly caused concern
among the world community and reawakened interest in an international conference,

under United Hations auspices, to discuss a comprehensive peace settlement.

* Mr. Cabral (Guinea-Bissau), Vice-President, tock the Chair.
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Turning to Central America, recent peace efforts have alsc fallen short of
expectations. 1Iceland, like the rest of the Nordic countries, is firmly of the
view that the countries in a given region should themselves be in charge of the
building of peace and democracy there.

As to the situation in South-Bast Asia, I should like only to reiterate the
continuing relevance of last year's General Assembly resolution on Kampuchea, of
which my country was a co~-sponsor, and which will be resubmitted in a slightly
amended form this year.

If I have dwelt tco long on the political and military issues, it is only
because I fear that armed conflicis may yet turn our budding optimism iato
pessimism‘ra.nd despair. At the same time, any listing of the tasks that lie ahead
would remain quite incomplete if it failed to mention the challenges facing us in
the related areas of;f environment and development.

| As was rightly observed in last year's report of the Brundtland Commission, we
face a vast and expanding dimension of responsibility in the sphere of ecology. |
Problems that are transnational in character, be they pollgtion, the "greenhouse"
effect or the deterioratiorn of the ozone layer,_must be tackléd with a global
strategy, if they are not seriously to 1mp§3¥}_ tﬁe qbality of life on this planet.

Neglect of the environment is in turn.ditectly related to the gloomy economic
situation of many of the developing countries. In Africa, deforestation and
desertification are worgening the plight of a number of States in which per capita »
income levels are even lower today than théy were at the beginning of the deéade.
An enhanced development effort is urgently called for to alleviate poverty and

hunger in this hemisphere.
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But the problem of development, as everyone knows, is not confined to the
decaying envircnment. I want to mention in particular the crushing debt burden of
the developing world, which not only stifles necessary economic growth but also
pPlaces a dangerous strain on the feeble democr atic foundai:ions of a number of
States. While no one should minimize the manifold and complex aspects of this
problem, it is economically unsound and morally indefensible that the
industrialized naticns should siphon off from the developing worid billions of
dollars in debt repayments and interests. According to estimates of the
Interhational Monetary Fund (IMF), such net transfers from poor countries to rich
currently amount to Setween 3Us 30 billion and $US 40 billjon per year.

To remedy this state of affairs in the long term, increased assistance and
debt relief will only be sufficient provided they are linked to a comprehensive
plan for structural change in North-Scuth relations. et us aiso be mindful that
no economic system can be expected to be fully satisfactory or truly effective if
it lacks the genuine and fuil participation of all people, men and wome. .-.jke. 1In
this connection, let me subscribe to the view expressed by Iceland's Minister of
Social Affairs at the Nordic Council's Equal Rights Conference in Oslo last August,
calling for the establishment of a special United Nations equal rights organization.

The 1ink between human rights and development is often close. Iceland feels
strongly that the world community must keep up its pressure on the racist régime in
Pretoria, whose policies of apartheid and Adestabilization are among the root causes
of the human tragedy taking place in southern Africa.

In a year when we celebrate the fortieth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, we should reaffirm our cbligation to doing away with
human rights abuses, wherever they take place and regardless of colour or political

creed.
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I referved at the outset to the Charter 's sanguine vision of wniversal peace
and security. The realization of that vision may still be far off in the future.
Yet, with peace and freedom on the march around the "globe as they have rarely been
before over the last 40 years, confidence is reviving in the efficiency of this
world Organization.

But while some of the ciitics of the United Nations may have been disarmed,
there is need to warn against unrealistic expectations. For one thing, merely to
safeguard what has been accompl ished will require redoubled effort. In this sense,
it would be true to say that we must run simply to stay in place.

In conclusion, may I express the hope that this year's Assembly will result in
the strengthening of our commitments to the purposes of the Charter. In this
endeavour, I can pledge the full and loyal support of my country.

PRINCE Mohamed BOIKIAH (Brunei Darussalam) : I should like to

congratulate the President on his election to the presidency of the forty-third
session of the General Assenbly. My delegation is confident that we will all
benefit from his exper ience and wisdom and that he will give our deliberations
positive gquidance.

I also wish to express my appreciation to the outgoing President, His
meellency Mr. Peter Florin, for his able presidency of the forty-second session of
the General Assembly and the fifteenth special session of the General Assembly
’devoted to disarmament.

Over the past few months we have seen peace initiatives in many parts of the
world which have brought hope that there is a growing awareness that arnéd
oconflicts bring =hout only human suffering. It is generally thought that peace
moves now stand a greater chance of success. This can be attributed to a lacge

extent to the improved relationes between the United States and the Soviet Union.
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The signing of the Treaty ca the Elimination of Intermadiate-Rangs and
Shor ter-Range Missiles (INF) by the United States and the Soviet Union signalled
the beginning of the peace iniciatives. I should like to congratulate the leaders
of both the United States and the Soviet Union on the positive lead they have given
and on showing that problems and conflicts can be sclved through negotiation.

The improvement in Soviet-Amet ican relations foste;ed the Accords on
Afghanistan, which are a great step forward. We hope the Accords will enable the
Afghan people to return from the refugee camps to Afghanistan to live in peace .

There has also been noticeable progress in other regions such as {yprus,
Western Sahéta and New Caledonia. 1In southern Africa, progress towards ensur ing
the viable independence of Namibia must include the withdrawal of foreign troops.

My delegafion was happy to hear the announcement by the Secretary-General of
the cease-fire between Iran and Irag. We hope the difficulties in the peace
negotiations can be overccme and the cease-fire will lead to a durable peace
between the two countries ending the terrible bloodshed and destruction of the war,
and will also ease international tension. We wish & congratulate the
Secretary-General on his dedicated perseverance in the face of great difficulties
in bringing about the cease-fire. We are happy that both Iran and Irag realize the
futility of Céntinuing this senseless and tragic war.

The appearance of peace initiatives in many parts of the world has brought the
United Nations once again to the centre of the stage where it rightly belongs.
Through the personal dedication and untiring hard work of the Secretary-General,
and the continued suppo“rt of Members of this Organization, the United Naticns flag
is once again seen as a symbol of our hope for a future in which we can all enjoy

peace and security.
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This development pleases my delegation. The effectiveness of the United
Nations depends on its Members, Today we see the growing willingness of Member
countries to turn to the United Nations to resolve their conflicts rather than to
continue with armed hostility. We believe the United Nations can carry out its .
tasks as required by the Charter. It is of particular importance to us, as a small
country, that this pattern of resolving conflicts be followed peacefully through

the United Naticns rather than by military force.
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However, mary long-standing problems still remain. The Palestinian people
continue to be deprived of their right to self-deternination and independence,
which prevents them from returning to their homeland. Israel's policy of
aggression and expansion in the occupied territories has further worsened the
conflict. The ongoing uprising in the occupied territories should convince Israel
that its occupation of the Palestinian lands can only bring insecurity and
instability, both in the region and in Israel itself.

Israel cannot for ever deny the Palestinians their inalienable right to a
homeland or remain hopeful that the Palestinians will one day just accept its-
rule. For this reason, my delegation supports the convening of the International
Conference on the Middle East with the participation of the PLO as the sole and
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. The Conference will, we hope,
find a just,‘lasting and comprehensive solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

In 3outh Rf;ica, the apartheid system of the racist régime in Pretoria has yet
to be dismantled, despite the many international condemnations of the inhuman
racist policies involving terror and suffering for the black population of South
Africa and the neighbouring countries. We therefore call upon the international
community to continue to apply pressure - political and economic - on South Africa
80 that its apartheid policies can be dismantled and that justice may prevail.

In our region, there have been hopeful signs that the Kampuchean problem can
be resolved, For the first time, the four Kampuchean factions and representatives
of concerned countries in the region met face to face in Bogor, Indonesia. The
Jakarta Informal Meeting‘was 2 breakthrough and we hope it will lead to further

.meetings in order that the auestion of the foreign occupation of Rampuchea may be

resolved. My delegation has always maintained that a comprehensive political
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settlement cannot be achieved as long as foreign forces still remain in Kampuchea.
I therefore call for the withdrawal of foreign forces from Kampuchéa so that the
process of national reconciliation among all Kampucheans under the leadership of
Prince Norodom Sihanouk can be promoted.

For 40 years the Korean Peninsula has remained tense owing to the conflict
between the two Koreas. Brunei Darussalam is hopeful that the recent dialogue and
initiatives by the two countries wilil bring about peace and stability leading
eventually to national reunification. We also wish to renew our support for the
admission of the Republic of Korea as a Member of the United Nations, if it so
desires, in conformity with the principle of universali+ of membership of the
United Nations.

It is tragic that this Organization should face severe financial problems at a
time when it can make such a valuable contribution to peace. The financial crisis
that threatens the United Nations is now having & crippling effect or its :~ility
to perform.

None of us would like to see the United Nations reduced to bankruptcy and
oblivion. On the contrary, we wish to see the United Nations strong and capable of
meeting the challenges of today. A clear demonstration by all Memhers of their
politiéal support for the United Nations through the paying of their assessed
contributions remains the ohly way of avoiding a position of weakness. in my
delegation's view, we owe it to this and coming generations to sustain this
Organization in order to ensure the survival of mankind in peace.

Today the world situation is more hopeful than it was a year ago and cne

message is clear, namely, that all signatories to the United Nations Charter must
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adhere to its basic principles. Furthermore, at a time when there are greater
chances for peace, it is important that we should let the voice of the United
Nations be heard. We must ensure a peaceful world for all of us to live in.
Mc. PISCHER (German Democratic Republic) {interpretation from Germansy
English text furnished by the delegation): It is with satisfaction, relief and
also, Justifiably, great expectations, that peocple are becoming aware of
encouraging changes in the course of international events. Tensions and
confrontation have diminished, and an auspicious trend has set in.

For the first time in history a start has been made with real disarmament in
Oone area. With a sense of relief the world is exper iencing the destruction of
highly sophisticated nuclear weapons as a result of the Treaty concluded between
the Soviet Union and the United States of America.,

It. does indeed erhance confidence to see that pPolitical reason and a sense of
political responsibility, as well as an awareness of the fact that the existence of
nuclear wezpons of mass des truction has changed the world, can overcome cutmoded
ways of thinking and acting dictated by deterrence, with all its attendant risks.

Political dialogue has been revived, and is yielding encouraging results.
There has been a noticeable upawing in efforts to settle pracefully the complex,
Protracted and costly regienal conflicts and for the first time solutiong sre in
sight,

Even though they are only the beginning of a turn for the bettér, these
Processes open up greater opportunities for actiocn by the United Nations.

All this indicates that efforts ﬁ:lth a view to détente and disarmament are
worth while, that a turn for the better is feasible. 1In this context, the highest

fepresentative of the German Democratic Republic, Erieh Honecker, noted during his
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recent visit to the Soviet Uinion that through its predictable and constructive
policieg, and with much initiative, the German Democratic Republic had a share in
the most recent encouraging developments. He went on to say that matters of
particular concern to the Cerman Democratic Republic, as regards the future, were a
secure peace and a turning away from confrontation in internaticnal relations and

towards co-operation.
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To be realistic though, it should be noted that the situa‘tion in the world is
8till complex and contradictory. Mountains of weapons, both nuclear and
conventional, keep on growings nuclear—vieapm tests are continuing, new types of
arms are being tested and put into productionk.. Plans for the weaponization of
cuter space have not been sbandoned. Current military sbending around the world
amounts to a sum equivalent to the mater ial damage caused by the two world wars put
toge ther.

Many scourges, hunger, disease, illiteracy, pollution of the environment, and
underdevelopmen:, to mention only a few, are increasingly assuming ptopor‘tions that
make them a threat to mank ind, Global catastrophes, wﬁethet of a military,
ecancmic, ecological or other nature, continue to be conceivable as long as the
means for their prevention fall victim to arms policies for the sake of profit. Wwe
subscribe to the view th;t, not dnly must nc hiatus be allowed to occur now in the
disarmament negotiations, but there is a real need fo: further results, for only in
this way is it possible for immense resources to be teleased to help resclve, or at
least mitigate, mankind‘s global problems. -

More than 30 years 290, when t:he .cold war was pushing the world to the brink
of a "hot" war, Bertrand Russell and Albert; Einstein demanded, on the eve of the
founding of the Pugwash lbvement:

-"We must learn think i.n a new way. We have to leatnvho ask ourselves,
not what steps can be taken to give military victo:y to whatevet ‘group we
prefer, for there no longer are such steps; the questicn we have to ask
ourselves is: what step can be taken to prevent a militazy cmtest of which
the issue must be disaster fo: all patties?'
slnce then, these perceptiona have beea shared world wide. It: .i_s,tt‘ne ﬂ_?ata

in t:he nuclear age, violence, war and confrontation have bgc@mg]unguitabie means ot*"‘.
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politics. Security can no longer be based on mountains of weapons, or matual
deterrence. Deterrence means - otherwise it would not be credible - perpetuation
of the arms race. Deterrence counts on fear, engenders distrust and it can fail -
not only in the event of irrational action but also because it is becoming more and
more difficult for man to manage the highly sophisticated weapons systems.

The alternative is a security that counts on political, economic, ecological,
cultural and humanitarian co-operation, along with the systematic Aiminution of the
military factor. This concept can transform the shared risk in which - like it or
not - the international community finds itself at present, into a fabric of
security shared by all nations. ‘

It is encouraging that the debate of this vital question has begun in East and
West, and North and South. Let me call to mind the proposal of socialist States
for a comprehensive system of international peace and security, and the proposals
and ideas presented here by the Foreign Minister of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. Let me recall the Six-‘&ation Initiative to build a new ooncept of
dlobal security without nuclear weapons, India's initiative to create a system of
comprehensive global security, and the ideas of many Western Eurcpean politicians
to est:ab,l"i.sh co-operative security structures and co-operative solutions.

l\il.fl’E t.hése en&avours to introduce a new concept of international relations
meet with the support of the socialist German State. The conditions have now
b&come/mature enough to make it possible to push for results in the dialogue on
'security policies in the United Nations.

'Admittedly; 2 vorld without weapons is still a distant hope. But measures for
arms limitation and disatmment are the only means towards this end. The Treaty on
the Blimination of Int:ermediate-aange and Shor ter~-Range mssilw - the INF Treaty -

has proved that this road is practicable. Relevant proposals to this end were
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submitted by the Warsaw Treaty States at the session of the Political Consultative
Committee of the Alliance last July. They envisage the following prioritiess
conclusion of a treaty on a 50 per cent reduction in Soviet and American strategic
olfensive arsenals together with strict adherence to the Anti-Ballistic

Missile (ABM) Treaty, to be followed by further steps to reduce the arsenals of

- nuclear weapons to the point of their eliminations a complete and general ban on
nuclear-weapon tests and, as a step towards this goal, agreements between the USSR
and the United States on decreasing the yield and number of their nuclear
explosions; prevention of an arms race in outer space - to this end, a ban on
anti-satellite weapons, the establishment of an inspectorate to observe ail space
launches, and the creation of an organization for the protection of ocuter space; a
ban on chemical weaponss taéical reductions in armed forces and in oonventional'
armaments in Europe; the inclﬁsion of naval forces in the disarmament negotiations;
Prevention of the military abuse of the latest scientific and technological
achievementss establ ishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones and 2ones of peace -
wherever possible - as important steps on the road to general and compl ete
disarmament ;s mitual observation of the impleméntation of commitments or of arms
postures ~ which means real control through effective verification.

That will reduce mistrust, help gradually to cvercome the image of the
"enen&', and finally generate confidence and therewith a readiness for
Co-operation. The positive experiences resulting from the Stockholm Declaration
are an encouragement in this regard.

The German Democratic Republic shares the view of the Six-Nation Initiative
that it would be helpful to set up a multilateral verificaticn system within the

framework of the United Nations.
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Regrettably, peace cannot be taken for granted, least of all in Europe, a

continent which has ‘lived through more years of war than of peace. For that reason
more than 40 years of peace - the longest pericd of peace in Europe to date -
should not make us forget that this peace is fragile because it is built on arms.
In Burope there is a concentration of destructive military capabilities
unparalleled anywhere else in the world. For this continent, where two devastating
world wars have begun in this century, disarmament is a vital question, indeed a
question of survival. On the other hand, Earope is the continent where the
Helsinki Final Act and the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE)
Process show that peaceful coexistence among States with different social systems

is feasible and of undisputed benefit to all the parties involved.
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As for the remaining tactical nuclear weapons, their inclusion in the
disarmament process in Europe should be called for most emphatically. The Berlin
Conference on Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones, where the broadest spectrum of peace
activists met for an all-embracing, equal and open’ dialogue, hasg strengthened our
resolve to pursue the ptoposal which we submitted jointly with the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic, for denuclearization in Central Burope. |

As for chemical weapons, a global ban should be instituted as soon as
possible. aAny methods - no matter who proposes them - will receive our support if
they take us all closer to that‘goal with no further loss of time. 1In this
respect, we welcome the new proposals put forward by President
Francois Mitterrand. A chemical-weapon-free zone in Europe should be helpful in
this context.
| I wish to recall here the offer made to the Federal Republic of Germany by the
German Democratic Republic and Czechoslovakia to make an immediate start on
negotialirns to free the tertitoties of these States, or keep their territories
free, from chemical weapons. The parts of the Convention on a comprehens ive
prohibition of chemical weapons that have already been agreed in Geneva - notably,
those on verification - could be tested in a practical way in such a zone. Other
steps conducive to a final agreement would be an exchange of data on chemicals to
be banned under the cOnvention, as well as model inspections at production sites oE'
the chemical industry. The German Democratic Republic has made relevant data |
available, and othe: States remain called upon to do the same. '

_ The States patties to the Warsaw Treaty strongly support substantial
reductions of a:med forces and conventional armamentz in Europe - that is, from the

Atlantic to the Urals. The relevant three-gtage proposal that they submitted in
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Warsaw takes account of the other side's ideas and could well provide a basis for
negotiations, which could be opened as early as this year.

The Warsaw Treaty States desire a sitvation in which any surprise attack or
operation would be impossible, only the forces and equipment required for defence
would be retained. That presupposes that this is the very objective of the
military doctrines of both alliances.

The plan to establish a zone of confidence and security in Central Ezrope, put
forward by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak
Communist Party, Milos Jakes, like Wojciech Jaruzelski's memor andum on arms cuts in
Central Europe, is an immediately practicable step, provided that there is a
readiness in pr inciple for confidence-building and arms limitation. The creation
of a European centre to reduce the risk of war in Europe, or of a mechanism for
peaceful crisis management in Central Europe ~ the installation of a "hot line"
between Berlin, Bonn and Prague - or of mixed observation poste at strategically
impor tant points, would promote confidence-building and disarmament.

This and other material is what we could use, beginning at once, to build,
brick by brick, the house of Europe in the spirit of the Helsinki Final Act.

It is with this very goal in mind that we strive to conclude the Vienna
follow-up meeting at the level of Foreign Ministers as soon as possible with a
substantive document that isg balanced in all parts. This would make it possible to
start, as early as this Year, the generally desired negotiations on the reduction
of armed forces and conventional armaments in Europe and to agree on further
confidence=-building measures.

The existence of two sovereign German States, independent of each cther and
with different social systems, is a constituent element of a peaceful European

' 'order. As far as relations between them are concerned, there is something I wigh
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to underline: it is crucial that they be not a source of tensions and threats
affecting the relationship between States in Burope, but rather a oconstructive
factor in Fast-West relations. It is in the hands of the two German States to make
their mutual relationsh ip a desirable model of peaceful coexistence between States
with different soecial systems. This should be possgible if both sides take account
of the existing realities and display political wiil, reason and realism. Such is
the way to fulfil the cbligation, undertaken by the two States, that never again
must war, but only peace, start from German soil - an obligation reaffirmed by
General Secretary Erich Honecker and Federal Chancellor Helmut Rohl in the joint
communigqué published when the German Democratic Republic's highest representative
paid an official visit to the Federal Republic about a Year ago. The German
Democratic Republic is ready to pursue this policy at any time.

Thanks to a calmer international situation, thanks to initial successes in
arms limitation and disarmament, and, not least, thanks to the improved relations
between the Soviet 'Union and the United States, conditions have become more
favourable for the settlement of international onflicts as well. Progress on such
problems, crucial as it is for world peace, is evident indeed. It confirms that
dialogque, willingness o compromise, a sense of reality and perceptiveness are the
only way towards just, comprehensive and lasting solutions. If positive results
are to be achieve&, all States should be committed to this aim, for all States,
whether or not invoived ~directly, are in any case directly affected. Fo. these
reasons it is both their right and their obligation to act rather than to remain
aloof,

At the same time it has become cbvious that the United Nations can assist in
the peaceful gettlement of international conflicis if and when all States, but

chiefly the sides to the conflicts themselves, support the Organization in this
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effort. Our particular acknowledgement and gratitude go to the Secretary-General,
Mr. Perez de Cuellar, for the numerous initiatives he has taken. We extend to him
our sincere congratulations on the high distinction of the Nobel Peace Prize

awarded to the United Nations peace-keeping forces, and encourage him to persist in

his efforts.
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The Geneva agreements have been an important Step towards bringing calm to the
situation in and arcund Afghanistan., The Afghan people needs peace and national
reconciliation to engage in reconstruction. Por that, all gides must strictly
fulfil the obligations they have undertaken. Externally support2d terror and all
kinds of foreign interventicn must be discontinued.

Security Council resolution 598 (1987) has proved to be a sound basis for
settling the tragic and coatly fighting between Iran and Iraq. The negotiations
that have been started must now convert the truce into a lasting peace., Maximum
restraint by the parties directly involved in the conflict and the withdrawal of
foreign naval forces ocould have a favourable bearing on the peace process,

As far as the situation on the Korean peninsula is concerned, the German
Democratic Republic supports the proposals of the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea for safeguarding peace and détente in that region.

The negotiations between Angola, Cuba and South Africa and the agreements
reached so far in regard to attaining independence for Namibia should be viewed as
an important step towards a political solution to the conflict in southern Africa.
Implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) continues to rank high on
the agenda. But so long as apartheid persists in South Africa, destablization and
aggression will threaten the States of the region. Therefore, comprehensive and
binding sanctions against the racist régime are a matter of necessity. Apartheid
cannot be reformed: it must be abolighed. ILet me repeat on this Day of Solidarity
with South African Political Prisoners: Nelson Mandela and all other patriots must
be free at last.

We welcome the positive developments on the Horn of Africa, above all the
peace agreement between Ethicpia and “omalia and the understanding between Ethiopia

and Sudan.



BCT/mmt A/43/wV, 26
32

(Mr. Fischer, Garman

Democratie Republic)

There ia quasi-unanimity that an international Middle Rast conference would be
the best way to find a comprehensive, just and hence lasting settlement to the
protracted and extremely complex conflict in that region. It therafore would seem
to be fitting for the Security Council to Prepare a negotiating rachanism, at the
level of foreign ministers if necessary. all interested parties, including the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) ang Israel, must of course participate in
such a conference, to be held under the auspices of the United Nations. The Arabic
"salaam® should be answered with a "shalon" from Tel Aviv.

The German Democratic Republic emphatically supports the Guatemala plan for
peace in Central America. The Nicaraguan Government has been doing all it can to
implement that plan fully. It is for the contras and the Power that supports them
to go their part of the way towards a peaceful settlement of the conflict. Outsige
inter ference in Nicaragua must come to an end. The same applies to Panama.

The Jakarta Informal Meeting should be viewed as an expression of the
endeavours of the Indochinese States to settle the Kampuchean conflict by political
means. May the agreed consultations and the forthcoming talks between
Chairman Hun Sen of the Council of Ministers and Prince Norodom Sihanouk be
successful.

A source of hope is the resumption of negotiations between the leaders of the
two communities towards resolving the Cvprus question.

The efforts being made to achieve a peace ful settlement of the problems
concerning Western Sahara also meet with our support.

For the improvement of international relations to be endur ing, united efforts
are reguired, mainly for the cbservance of the supreme human right - the right to a
life of peace. The German Demccratic Republic advocates stepped-up co-operation to

eliminate mass violations of human rights and to ensure implementation of all humnan
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rights - econoric, social, cultural, civil and political. The lessong of the past
and the responsibility for the future should be perceived as a common obligation to
act against fascism and neo-fascism in all its manifestations.

Today more than 5 billion people live on earth, and by the turn of this
century their number may well exceed 6 billicn. They all need employment and food;
they all have a right to shelter, health care and education. The solution of these
formidable problems is becoming more and more an elementary condition for the
maintenance of peace and secur ity. The growth and prosper ity enjoyed by some must
no longer be attained at the expense and to the detriment of other States and
peoples. There is an imperative need for co-operative solutions in overcoming
underdeveloprent, in the democratic restructuring of international economic
relations, in international trade, monetary and financial relations, the
environmental sector and many other fields of human activity. The United Nations
constitutes the universal framework for efforts to achieve those ends.

It is necessary to draft expeditiously an international development strabegy
for the 1990s. A special session of the General Assembly on international economic
iscues, to be held in the year 1990, could be useful in that regard.

The external-debt problems of developing countries have to be solved glcbally
and equitably - that is, in a manner that would guarantee a future of sustained

growth and social progress for those countries.

No doubt, a system that would warn of risk factors in the world economy could
strengthen economic security. a Teport on this subject should be submitted to the
United Nations not»latet than 1989 - that is, next year.

The Warsaw Treaty States have put forward proposals in their declaration on
"The impact of the arms race on the natural environment and other aspects of

ecological security®. The United Nations certainly has a spacial part to play in
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co-ordinating the efforts in the field of ecological security. Relevant proposals
which have been submitted for holding meetings in this respect under United Nations
auspicea have our approval.

!br the Gsrman Democratic Republic 1988 means 15 years of co-operation within
the United Nations., I reiterate today what the then Foreign Minister, Otto Winzer,
said 15 years 2go - that the socialist German State respected without any

reservations the purposes and principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter
and desired that they guide the actions of States world-wide. This State remzins

committed to promoting the work of the United Nations.
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The possibilities and mechanisms available to Member States and to the
Organization are not yet fully utilized. It is alsc crucial for the effectiveness
of the United Nations that co-cperation among all States on an equal basis should
not be hampered by disce iminatory and unjustifiable restr ictions imposed on a
certain number of permanent missions and reflected in the debates in the Committee
on Relations with the Host Country.

The prestige and authority of the United Rations have been visibly enhanced
through its latest peace-making efforts. That i3 an encouragement to redouble our
efforts for the attainment of the lofty objectives of this world Organization. The
German Democratic Republic, for its part, is ready tordo that.

Mr. WRST (Antigua and Barbuda): Mr. Presidunt, I extend my country's
congraculations to Mr. Dante Caputo on his election to the presidency of the
forty-third session of the General Assembly. His ability and experience are
weli-kncen and we look forward to his wise counsel.

Permit me also to pay tribute to the former President, Mr. Peter Florin, for
the skilful manner in whiszh he directed our deliberations over the past year. His
guidance was most encouraging as he manifested a keen compitment to international
peace and worked with passion and Zeal towards getting positive results.

In 1939, the working classes of Antigua and Barbuda formed an organization
which has proved to be the catalyst of advancement and a leading force in securing
~our nation's independence. 1In January 1989 we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary
of the founding of the labour movement and we are pledged to continue working for
the betterment of all of ocur citizens, while emphas_izing the specific needs of
workers - workers who express themselves openly and frequently on both domestic and

international matters, workers who recognize the significance and impor tance of
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the United Nations and who embrace and are dedicated to the principle of peace. On
their behalf, and on behalf of all the citizens of our twin-island State, I should
like to offer sincerest cmgmtulations to the United Mations peace-keeping forces
on receiving the Nobel Peace Prize. We also wish to acknowledgo the untip ing
efforts of the Secretary-General, Mr, Javier Perez de Cuellar, in building the
bridges for the establishment of peace, and for the further strengthening of the
operational machinery of this Organization.

In this, our forty-third session of the General Assembly, Antigua and Barbuda
is pleased that there is now a mood of optimism present in international affairs.
Yet, small countries such as Anéig:a and Barbuda have watched with dismay as more
and more emphasis is placed on bilateral ism by the more powerful and more dominant
countries. This retreat from multilateralism, if al) ved to continue, can lead to
a decline in the role of the United Nations. Matters of interest to the global
comnunity necessitate the particibation of all ocountries, irrespective of size,
ideology or financial solvency. We adhere to the principle enunciated in the
Nassau Declaration of World Order emerging from the 1985 Commonwealth Summit held
in t'he Bshamas, that "in the world of today and tomorrow, international
co-operation is not an option but a necessity®,

We must remind ourselves that multilateralism is an expression of solidarity
among States endeavouring to promote their mutual interests and to reaclve
conflicts through paa‘oeful means and me thods. We believe &aat the strength of
multilateralism can only be assessed by how well it serves the internatioﬁal
community in times of crisis and t;ension. In sho:;, to negate the principle of
multilateralism is to retreat and to completely erode the role eﬁvisaged for the
United Nations by its founders - that of promoting peace, s‘ecuﬂty, economic ..

development and the sel f-determination of pecples yet unfree,
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Zntigua and Barbuda bemoans the affliction of the world-wide community by the
internationalization of crime, particularly terrorism and trafficking in
narcotics. Both are of deep concern to our tvin-island commnity. It is essential
that multilateral -operation be strengthened in an effort to save our own znd
futuze generations from those scourges. In specific regard to drugs, we are
encouraged that the internatienal (xnfeunce on drug abuso has assigned a greater

- responsibility to the United l\htions. Drug shuse breaks down the framework of the
society which earlier generations have worked so very hard to build. it destroys
our youngsters and literally turns nany into unreccgnizable creatures, As transit
points in the trafficking of drugs, ocur small nations can be put at the Rercy of
wealthy and powerful drug barons. The mjor ma‘kets of consumption must therefore
be called upon to apply greater initiative in conbatting the drug probiem since a
sigﬁﬁcant decline in cunsumption will do muach to help eliminate pEéduction. It
is evident, however, that only through concerted action between preducing, transit
and mejor consuming States, will the international community be able to put an end
to this scourge. -

Sincs 1983, Antiqua and Barbuds ha{s been at the forefront on the question of
Mtarctica. It is therefore with deep regret that we learned of the decision of
the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties (ATCP) to disregard totally and
completely General Assembly resolution 42/46 of 30 Novexber 1987 on the 'Question
of Antarctica® It is even further regretted that the racist régme ot South |
Africa was allowed to patticipte in t:he ATCP negotiations held in Well ington from .
2 May to 2 Jrne 1988,
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Antigua and Barbuda was profoundly astonished when, during the general debate,
one Mamber State declared that it is linked with Antarctica by its sdverei.gnty. its
history and cc‘néinuity. The concept of scvereignty in regard to Antarctica is one

that we cannot understand or consider. Antarctica must remain the heritage of all
markind, not the possession of a few large States,
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We will continue to work dauntlessly and steadfastly for consensus on the
question of Antarctica and we pledge to continue Fressing for a morator ium on
negotiations to establish a minerals régime until all members of the international
comsunity can pParticipate fully in such negotiations. We further appeal to the
ATCP States to have the Secretary-General or his representative attend zll meetings
of the Treaty Parties. !

Antigua and Barbuda is but one of the many small voices expressing their
concern over the Antarctic issue. A joint approach by developing countries and
other countries not members of the consultative group is necessary to achieve
positive resules. The United Nations has not been able to produce a consensus
resolution on Antarctica since the year it was first placed on the agenda,
However, unless the ATCP States broaden representation of the decision-mak ing
process, the United Nations will continue to be used as the forum in which non-ATCP
States express their concerns and gain support for their position.

We take this opportunity toc ocutline another position that is of primary
concern to the economic planners in my nation. Since the thirty-ninth session of
the General Assembly, island developing countries have emphasized that there has
been a lack of sustained empirical work on our development experience. mough
attention has certainly not been paid to the problems centred arcund
transportation, communication and mar ine issues. More examination needs to be
given to the relationship between imports and exports and the problems involved-in
attracting foreign investment.

Antigua and Barbuda andi other island developing States have repéatedly
stressed that the use of traditional economic indicators in assessing our
well-being are neither apt nor realistic. 'rhe overwhelming tellance on per capita

grogs national product p:esents major distortions. It ;ioes not reflect ‘the fact
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that our island nations _ar.'e\tdo smﬂl to provide for our populations economi cally
nMany ser vices toutinely‘affdr‘éed citizens of larger countries. It fails to reflect
our inability to E metrate markets for our embryonic manufacturing industries,
whose gtodxction levels refiecl: small size. It does not give an adequate
representation of our vulnerability: that a single hurricane can set back our
development 10 years or more, destroy 50 per cent of our housing stock, and
Acompletely devastate our agriculture and tourism industries. Witness Jamaica and
the effects of hurricane Gilbert. Therefore we once again present a case for the
use of more reliable economic performance indicators and for special assistance to
island developing countries.

Wl}ile recognizing the outstanding role the United Mations is playing in-
bringing about solutions to international ptoblems, it is impossible for this
Organization to continue its efforts at ‘the sare level with its existing financial
situation. Consequently it behcoves Member States to contribute to its support on
a reliable and petnianent: basis. We say this even théugh it is most apparent that
many countries are experiencing severe financial difficulties.

Well we know that the international community has to harness itself to tackle
the difficulties posed by debt, by trade and commodity problems and by human
rescirces development. The debt crisis can, however, be properly addressed only if
debtor and creditor countries fully realize that our mutual interest lies in
br eak ing the deadlock. We call for an envirenment that gives impetus to progress
>w1thin developing countries and for a more vigorous and healthy growth in
international trade.

: Pm)].ic anxiety has increased throughout the world with the knowledge that the
greenhouse effect has begun to impact upon our planet and will cause even greater

atmospher ic changes in the years to come. The threat to the ozone layer has
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brought about the realization that no indivigdual country acting alone can protect
its own environment. We acclaim the adoption of the Montreal Protocol on
Substances’ that Deplete the Ozone Iayer and hope that it will be followed by other
Reasures to pkotéct the atmosphere,
The threat ‘t‘o the ozone layer initially generated by affluent societies is
inextricably linked with those of poverty, economic development and population

growth. The reality is that the world's population will possibly double by the

middle of the twenty~-first century and that this growing population will be driven
to use increasing amounts of irreplaceable natural resources which in turn will
lead to the emission of higher levels of pollutants into the air by industry. 1In
addition, the practice of tratficking in and the dumping of toxic wastes needs to
be halted by immediate international action. We consequently join Norway in
issuing a call for a strict international régime to protect developing countries
from becoming a dumping ground for hazardous wastes. 1In the Caribbean, reliant as
Weé are upon ocur natural beauty and cognizant of the fragility of our ecosystens,
the dumping of hazardous wastes must not be allowed.

In this the fortieth anniversary of the proclamation of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, we are appalled by the numerous violations of human
rights in so many countr jes.

We are saddened by news of Summary arrests and exscutions, the disappearance
of individuals and the systematic practice of detention al?\d'killings of unarmed
demonstrators, The protection of human rights is given high priority by my
Government, and we firmly subscribe to the belief that human rights is for all
people and all natibns. To press for human rights is to join the struggle for

‘democracy and advancement.
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South Africa, unfortunately, continues steadfastly with its evil policy of
apartheid. The Sacretary-General in his report stated that
"Developments in, or relating to, the continuance of a situation of racial
discrimination, which is so repugnant to the spirit of our age, lend further
force to the repeated - and hitherto unheeded - urgings of the international

comnunity that apartheid be dismantled”, (A/43/1, p. 5)

We again call for the unconditional release of Nelson Mandela and all those
incarcerated in South African gaols as a consequence of their struggle for their
right to be free and to be liberated from all shackles of bondage in their own
ocountry.

Antigua and Barbuda wishes to urge once again the adoption of mandatory
sanctions of a comprehensive nature against the Pretoria régime.

It is important here to reaffirm that apartheid cannot be reformeds it has to
be abolished. The racist régime continues to stifle ail opposition to its
abhorrent practices, and this includes the insulation of South Afr ica from scrutiny
by the international press and the banning of anti-apar theid organizations in that
ocountry., We consequently reaffirm our commitment to the just struggle of the
oppressed people of South Africa and Namibia - people who remain undeterred despite

the intensity of the brutality of the racist Pretoria régime.
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Peace has evaded Angola sinoe independence‘ and the international community is
locking forward to a withdrawal .of all foreign troops from Angola 'S soil.
Likewise, we look forward to the implementation of Security Council resolution
435 (1978), in an effort to bting Peace and ultimate independence to Namibia. We
are under standably both hopefpl and sceptical, for well we remember that five years
ago the Lusaka Agreement was-éo have produced a cease~fire, a disengagement. on the
part of Ssuth Africa, and the establishment of a joint commission for the pukpose
of monitoring. This agreement, however, collapsed by the end of the year of its
inception, be it recalled.

In Central America, we recognize that the mementum for peace has faltered
since the signipg of the Esquipulas II agreement; yet we are certain that the
principal merit of the agreement lies inathe democratization it brings to the
area. Anti;;ua aﬁd Barbuda urges full compliar e by all the parties concerned. We
are appalled by the devastation of national economles and the misery generated by
civil conflicts. It is our firm belief that these conflicts are rooted in
poverty. There is thus a need for a brcader appioach than is now evident in‘the
solution of Central America's problems. In the same vein, our hearts go out to the
Panamanian pecple in this period of extreme difficulty, and it is our hope that
there will be a quick resolution of the crisis.

In Afghanistan, the determined efforts of the Secretary-General and of
Diego Cordovez produced, through the Geneva Accords in April, a basis for all
Afghans p exercise their right to sel f-determination, The fact that this is the
first instance in which the two mest powerful States have become co-guarantors of
an agreement negotiated under the auspices of the Secretary~General is. of

pParticular importance, especially to those of us from developing countxies. This
N,
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approach signals the beginning of the end of Proxy wars waged by nations vhose
raterial ..torehouse: can i1l afford the squandar ing of scarce resourcas brought on
by wars. We therefore urge all pertiss involved to co-Operate with the United
Nations good offices mission.

My country welcomss the new atmosphere which has emerged between the French
Government and the Melanesian Kanaks as much as we applaud the initiation of a
dialogue over the past year between the parties to the Kampuchean conf'ict. The
People of Kampuchea yearn for peace and e framework haé to b» established in
which citizens of that country are able to have a government from among their own -
a government which will guarantee basic and fundamental human zights.

The yearning for peace is also eviéent in Cyérus. The fact that the two sides
involved in the Cyprus conflict have expressed their desire to meet without
Pre-conditions and to attempt to reach a nagotiated settlement on all aspects of
their problems, augurs well for the future. We therefore encourage the
Secretary-Geners)l to continue in his perseverance in cbtaining a workable solution.

I turn to the Middle Bast. The situation in the Middle East continues to have
the propensity for generating repercussions in a far wider sphere. We therefore
urge the United Nations to ;:ontihue in ite quest to find a lasting settlement to
the Middle East question ~ a settlement which will guarantee the right of all
States and peoples in the region to exist in peace within recognized and secure
berders. The best hope for sich a sciution ‘1ies in the convening of an
international peace conference speci fically geareé to problems of the Middle REast.
The interests of all concerned are west served through di_alogue and negoitiation in
an atmosphere dedicated to peaceful resolution. 7

A peaceful resclution in Le!;anon is also desirable. The endless cycle of

communal violence in Lebanon is most distresszing. Antigua and Barbuda stands ready
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to endorse any proposal ieading to full Lebanese sovereignty over the entire
country which guarantees the withdrawal of foreign troops from the area.

One final word. In South-East Asia we acknowledge the existence of two Koreas
as a cohaequence of the Second World War. We have, however, been pleased to hear
of the new policy of the Republic of Korea as enunciated in the special declaration
of Presidenf: Roh Tae Woo on 7 July 1988. The President's statement embcdies an
epoch-making six-point policy on inter-Korean affairs and lays the basis fur a
reconciliation between the two countries.

The Republic of Korea is celebrating its fortieth anniversary. It has
demonstcated full raturity, as evidencéd by its hosting of the twenty-fourth summer
Olympic Games in Seoul and the establishment of diplomatic relations with as many
as 121 Member States of the United Nations. When we consider that there are other
countries in the United Nations which had suffered the same divided fate as the
Koreas, we can find no logical cause or explanation to deny the Republic of Korea
membership in this body.

We are indeed thrilled that the United Nations has been an impor tant
participant in the easing of world tensions. We believe that the United Nations
must continue to play an ever-increasing role in internatiocnal affairs if peace and
justice are to become universal. Smail nation States like my own look increasingly
e inte:natiqn&l law for protection, and we are keenly aware of the role of the
United Nations in promoting cespect for law.

As workers in Antigua and Barbuda prepare to celebrate 50 successful years of
trade unicaism, let us here commit ourselves in this forty-third session to
secur ing for the world's pecples a greater degree of freedom and Justice through

this the parliament of parliaments.

The meeting ~ose at 11.50 a.m.






