E3

UNITED

NATIONS

gf \) Generai Assembly

Wy

W7k

T~ PROVIS IONAL
A/43/PV.23

. 12 October 1988
ENGL ISH

Forty-third session
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
PROVIS IONAL VERBATIM RECORD OF THE TWENTY-THIRD MEET ING

Held at Beadquarters, New York,
on Friday, 7 October 1988, at 3 P.M.

President: . Mr. TREIKI (Libyan Arab Jamahir iya)
(Vice-President)

laters MR. KALPOKAS (Vanuatu)
(Vice-President)

= General debate [9] (continued)

Statements made by

Mr. letsie (Lesotho)

Mr. Gyi (Burma)

Mr. Al-Eryani {(Yemen)

Mr. Al-Thani (Qatar)

Mr. Gbezera-Bria (Central African Republic)

This record contains the original text of speeches delivered in English & 4
interpretations of speeches in the other languages. The final text will be pr ,ted
in the Official Records of the General Assembly.

Corrections should be submitted to original speeches only. They should be
sent under the signature of a member of the delegation concerned, within one week,
to the Chief, Official Records Editing Section, Department of Conference Services,
room DC2-750, 2 Unit2d Nations Plaza, and incorporated in a copy of the record.

88-64261/A 6821V (E)




BCT/jh A/43/9V.23
2

In the absence of the President, Mr. Treiki {Libyan Arab Jamahiriva),

Vice»President, took the Chair,

The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)
GENERAL DEBATE
Mr. LETSIE {Lesotho): On the auspicious occasion of the forty-thirg
session of the General Assembly, I bring the Assembly fraternal greetings from
His Majesty King Moshoeshoe II ang the Government and people of the Kinédom of
Lesotho,

We are confident that under the wise leadership and guidance of the President
the deliberations of this session of the Assembly will come to a fruitful
conclusion,

At this early juncture I wish also to avail myself of this opportunity to pay
a2 special tribute to his Predecessor, Mr. Peter Florin of the German Democratic
Republic, for the noble task accomplished during the hectic forty-second session.

It is also worth noting that most of the positive achievements of the United
Nations system during recent yYears are attributable to our ever-indefatigable
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, to whom we are ever grateful., The
cataloque of hisg outstanding achievements is Second to none; indeed, he continues
to acauit himself with flourishing distinction,

There is barely a decade to go before the turn of the century. This should
be, for all of us, a moment of reflection as we seek to examine the future of

mankind in the years that lie ahead. The pursuit of peace, as enshrined in the
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{(Mr, Letsie, Lesotho)
Charter of the United Nations, remains one of the loftiest challenges to humanity.
Recent developments in international relations have signalled a definitive shift
from a world characterized by confrontation to & vorld of reconciliation, mutual
accommodation and tolersnce. Increasingly the futility of war is dawning upon
nations, as is the untenability of aggression and foreign domination.

The emerging spirit of dialogue and.co-operation has aroused great hope that
the preservation of human civilization can be ensured. Moshoeshoe I, the founder
of the Basotho nation, an eminent thinker of his time and a man of immense
diplomatic skills, used to liken peace to his siater. He visualized peace as the
mother of the community of nations, and hence the basis for the collective survival

and security of nations large and small.
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Rever before in contemporary history has the conscience of mankind been so
elevated with respect to full regard and respect for fundamental human rights. The
inalienable right of peoples to national self-determination and independence, the
sanctity of human life and its dignity, and the irrelevance of racism as a
determinant factor in human interaction are now universally accepted ass basic
tenets of humanity. We have to rededicate ourselves and live up o the noble
principles of human rights to ensure & better future for posterity.

My country has great faith in the role of the United Nations system in
promoting respect for international law. The queat for justice entails a
commitaent to the principle of aqual rights for all peoples of the world. The
founding fathers of the United Nations envisaged in the Charter of the United
Nations and in the Statute of the International Court of Justice legal instruments

to guarantee for future generations cmd!.'t:ions of just peace, freedom and security

for all.

We applaud the initiatives now under way world-wide to resolve regional
conflicts through peaceful means. We welcome the international community 's growing
awareness of the perils inherent in resorting to belligarency to settle disputes,
We have reason to believe that the remaining hotbeds of tension in the weeld are on
the verge of resolution, given the current mood of reconciliation and goodwill
amcng the nations of the world.

It is a sad reality of cur times that, in spite of the heightened world-wide
appreciation of the worth of human life, poverty in the thira world remains the
most serious affront to human dignity. Poverty, with its squalor, the pangs of
hunger, the misery of disease &d the despair resulting from unfulfilled dreuxs of
the promise that came with political independence, remains a stark .zouindns of the

blatant inegquaslities that characterize our modern world. There can never be hope
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for peace and stability in a world in which the abject poverty endured by the many,
coexists with the abundance and wastefulness enjoyed and practised by the faw,

Southern Africa continues to be a hotbed of tension and the situation in South
Africa continues to be ever volatile, The problematic socio-political vicissitudes
continue to come pouring in, not one by one but in sky-rocksting, as trononical
figures. Black to blt.lck.conﬂict, bordering on ethnicity and ideological-political
adherences and convictions, continues to soar. Racial tension and social
imbalances are Increasing. Should the world just sit back and watch? I think not.

The root cause of this uneasy malaise is the policy of apartheid. 1t is my |
considered opinion that peaceful pressure eierted on the Government of the Republic
of South Africa regarding tha dismantling of apar theid and the resciution of the
onflict in Angola and Namibia is an effective tool that should be uzed to per suade
the Republic of South Africa to come to terms with inescapable realities and
initiate round-table negotiations with all the parties concerned in Scuth Africa,
vithout any discrimination. |

Unless and until all men and women in South Africa participate in the
political process and collectively determine their own destiny, lasting peace and
harmony will not reign in South Africa. 1It is therefore imperative for all those
countries in a position to do so to act promptly, before it is too late.

Inextr icably linked to the conflict in the Republic of South Africa is the
question of refugees and displaced persons. The nexus is not difficult to
idontify. Most of the PRrsons fleeing from the repercussiona of the South African
situation make Lesotho their first port of call, Beczuse of its gesographical
location within the hear't of South Africa Lesotho is easily accessible from South

Africa,
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As a signatory to international instruments on refugees, Lesotho continues to
abide by its obligations. wWe are a country that was founded on the fragmented
pieces of ethnic groupings at a time when people were suffering and fleeing from
the scourge of vicious and violent subregional strife, Therefore, it is only
fitting that we should reaffirm our unswerving and steadfast commitment to provide
sanctuary to all genuine refugees, without discrimination based upon race, creed or
colour. This reaffirmation of our commitment was also made by my country dur ing
the recent Oslo Conference on the plight of refugees, returnees and displaced
persons,

The current diplomatic initiatives intended to lay the basis for the return of
peace to Angola, independence for Namibia and the withdrawal of alil foreign troops
have given us great hope. It iz to the credit and thanks to the foreaightedness of
the United Mations Security Council that, 10 Years after it adopted the celebrated
Eesolution 435 (1978), that resolution ROW appears to be receiving endorsement by
all the parties concerned as the key to the long overdue attainment of independence
by Namibia.

The General Assenbly has served the cause of decolonizing Namibia with
distinction. Hence, it is our conviction that it wili accomplish with even greater
distinction the tasks it will be called upon to sheulder in the period leading to
Namibian independence.
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The world is awaiting with profound anxiety the carrying out of the stated
intention of the Republic of South Africa to commence implementation of rosolue!.on
435 (1978) by pulling out its administrative machinery from Namibia by the
beginning of November this year. We are also hopeful that South Atzica's gesture
of withdrawing its forces from Angola signifies the beginning of the end of
hostilities in Angola.

We are gratified to note the constructive role of the two super-Powers, the
Soviet Union and the United Statas of America, in bringing their influence and
prestige to bear in ensuring that a just and durabie solution of this regional
problem is arrived at.

One other issue that has featured nrominently on the United Nations General
Assembly agenda for the past eight years is the fracticidal war between Iran and
Irag, two Islamic countries bound together by commonality of cultures, traditions
and beliefs and both menmbers of the Movement of Non-Aligned Comtries and the
United Mations. We all stood and watched with horror and diabelief as those two
sister countries rampantly expended their resources and energies on the destruction
of each cther 's aconomic infrastructures and the disruption of shipping in the Guif
ztegion.

The United Nations took the lead in making unsparing efforts towards the
resolution of this conflict, and we are quite gratified to ackncwledge that these
efforts have not been in vain. Secanr ity Council resolution 598 (1987) has finally
been accepted ‘and earned its rightful place in the minds of those who are in a
positmn 0 order the cessation of the hostilities, It is regrettable that this
war, in which neither party has emerged as victor or vanguished, has resulted in
the loss of so many human lives. We strongly beliave that the war should not have

been fought in the first instance.
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As I have already stated, many regional and subcegional conflicts continue to
be intractable because of the lack of political will of the pecties to the
conflicts to adhers to the guidelinea mlhtﬁﬂl in the nited Mations Charter, such
as non-interference in the internal affairs of other States,’ pncatul settlement -of
disputes and non-use of toree, to mention only a few. o

Baving rogard to the foregoing, my delegation iz of the opinion t.hat the
Paleatinian issue would be resolved if an international contcunee were to be
onvancd under the aulpicn of the Unitsd Hations, at whtch confcnnco' the hluo
would be thoroughly diﬂcumd and concrate pxopoulc md plans for the resoluticn .
of the dispute drawn up so u ho bt ing to an end thia problu which has besn on the
agenda of this Organization for uuch F lcng time, '

Acknowledgament of the right of Icr-aol to exiot as a sovereign State within
roeogmlzed and gecure bordsrs and t.hc right of the Palestinian peopls to a homeland

. ot their oun and ultimataly to independence and loveroignty ie a gsine qua non for a
durable and pacific settiement of the Middle East crisis. In the meantime ve
appeal to all the perties involved to eaxsrcise restraint and to desist from
resorting to the use of force as an instrumant for the settlement of the conflict.

Degpite numerous efforts by the United Nations to br ing about lasting peace in
COyprus, the situation there remnins contenticus. We are, however, gratified to
note that the Turkish and Greek Cypriots are now headed along a promising path
towacds resolution of the dispute. Hay the recent talks hel@ batween
President Vassiliou and the Turkish Cypeiot leader, Mr. Denktash, under the
a.uspicu. of the Secretary-General of the United Mations, Mr. Perez de Cuellat,
herald the baginning of a new era in the politics of :that troubled island, so that
in the not too distant future Cyprus mey once ag&in anjoy its unity, which it has

80 long awaited.
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Laaotho continues to suppoct all genuine efforts to resolve the Central

American probles. we support and fully endorse the Arias peace plan and the
Contadora initiative, which in our view constitute a highly pragmatic framework
through which the Pain and suffering in Central Mmsrica may be brought to an end.

Tharks to the highly commendable mediation effcres of the United Nations
Secretary-General and of the Organization of African Unity, we are beginning to see
& ray of hope on the hocizcn of the Western Sahara problem. The intended
referendum, which we hope will be fair, should give the people of the Western
Sahara an opportunity to exercise freely their right to determine their political
destiny. No doubt the roxd to peace will also be greatly facilitated if the two
parties to the dispute agree to open the channels of direct communication.

The sons and daughters of Kampuchea are cightly yYearning for peace and a
permanent resolution of the Present political stalemate. For almost & decade the
People of Kampuchea have exper ienced untold suffering, involving massive loss of
lifo and destruction of property.

The political and eccnomic effacts consequent upon the Kampuchean pzoblen have
not been falt in agia alones; they have been a daunting problem for the
international community. Hence the barrage of resolutions ragssed by our
Organization consistently calling for the withdrawal of foreign forces from
Kampuchea. lesotho steadfastly continues to support the intent and spirit of those
United Nations resolutions and will do so until they are fully and uncondi ticually
cbserved and implemented.

By the same token, Lesotho fully supports alil the current moves and
initiatives aimed at the reunification of the two Kocreas and the return of true and
lasting peace to the Korean peninsula,
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While the glodbal economy, according to receat statistics, is showing some
signs of recovery, it is, regrettably, noteworthy that the situation in the
develcping countries remains bleak. Nany developing countries are experiencing a
decline in real per_capita income while at the same time they are faced with the
debt crisis, which is wreaking havoc on their already fragile econoaies. The ma jor
casualties of the present eccnomic situation continue to be the least developed

countries, whose problems are mainly structural.
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We are hopeful that the economic recovery of the North will create conditions
conducive to the uplifting of the South, with particular attention being paid to
the special needs of the least developed countries. It is also our fervent hope
that the recommendations relating to the developing countries made at the 1988
Toronto summit, especially those concerning debt relief, will be faithfully
inplemented, ‘

The mid-tecm review of the United Nations programme of action for Africa's
eccnonic recavety and development, conducted here at United Nations Headquarters
just before the convening of the present session, revealed that Africa is in no
better economic situation than it was when the programme was adopted in 1986.
Africa's needs remain more acute than ever,

It would be remiss of me to conclude my stai:ement wi thout expressing our
heartfelt congratulations to the United Nations peace-keeping forces for the
well-deserved Nobel Peace Prize awarded to them in recognition of the meritorious
S8ervice they continue to render to the international community in the maintenance
of international peace and security,

Mr. GYI (Burma): I deem it a privilege and an honour to extend to the
President the warm felicitations of the delegation of Burma on his election as the
President of the forty-third reqular session of the General Assembly. We are
confident that his long and brilliant career at the national level in his own
country as well 2s on the international scene will stand him in good stead in
guiding our deliberations to a fruitful conclusion.

I should also like to refer to the outstanding leadership provided by His
Excellency Mr. Petez Florin, the outgoing President, to the 1nternatima1 communi ty

during the Preceding session of the General Assembly.
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It is with a sense of satizfaction that we wish to join other delegations in
paying tribute to the Sscretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar for his dedication to
the Organization and for his tirélus efforts in the cause of peace.

The agenda of the General Assembly portrays the diverse and complex nature of
the issues that the United Nations faces in dealing with inteznational problems in
their global perspective. 1In the search for solutions, the universal nature of the
Organization makes it possible to see and reflect the interest of the world at
large although finding consensus to meet the interest of all has not always been
easy. While many problems remain to be resolved, the Organization represents the
hopes and aspirations of the world ¢comamnity and must therefore continue to serve
a3 the essential instrument for harmonizing the relations between States and
upholding the rule of law in international relations. We are encouraged to believe
that the present international situation provides favourable opportunities for the
United Nations to further its endeavours to preserve peace, increase international
security and develop international -oper ation,

Maintaining international peace and security is at the forefront of the agenda
of the United Nationga. However, the interdependent nature of the world is such
that isues of psace and security cannot be separated from endleavours for the
common well-being of the worid's population. This in turn would depend much upon
finding solutions to the problems of glcbal development and the reduction of the
disparities in the conditions of life of paoples.

Regional conflicts have beern a- particular feature of our international ii fe'
and have constituted major cbstacles to the implementaticn of the provisions of the
Charter. They are a feature that is prevalent particularly in the developing areas

of the world and have created ocbstacles to the security and well-being of peoples,

@xacerbated international tensicns and brought about much suffering. There is
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thc .efore a political as well as a humanitarian dimension to finding soluticas
which will enhance thc"ptoepeeu for peace at the regional lavel.

The major Povers can @ wmuch in finding solutions to interrational ptoblens.
However, the objective of e,nsf;:ting international secur ity réquirea the endeavours
of all Members through the coilective security system of the United Nations. In
the final analysis, it is through the willingness of Member States to conduct their
relations on the basis of the principles of the Charter that international security
can be effectively enhanced.

The bilateral agreement between the two militarily most significant States
constitutes the first essentcial Step in the process of nuclear disarmament and its
significance can be seeﬁ from the prospects for achieving further substantial
measures.

Successful disarmament negotiations are of vital interest to all nations, and
agreéements between States that have the Primary responsibilities should have a
significant bearing on the efforts of the international comaunity. The United
Nations constitutes the centre stage for all such activities.

In Afghanistan, the United Nations, through thé good offices of the
Secretary-General, has pPlayed an important role in the achievement of the Accords,
which are highly comiendable. We believe that if the Geneva accords are
irplemented in good faith by all parties, the tragedy in which Afghanistan has been
caught for nearly a decade will now come to an énd and the Afghans themselves will
once again be ablg to map out their future ang reconstruct their land with the help

cf the international community.
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A more favourable international environmént that is conducive to the
resolution of ' ternational conflicts is also noticeable in the quest for solutiocns
to the problem of .ampuchea. Year after year the Assemb'y has reaffirmed the basic
principles of international relations with regard to Kampuchea. It is time that
reason and fairness prevailed ower force. We hope that the people of Kampuchea,
who have suffered for so long, will have the oppor tunity to work out a solution
that will put them on the path of national reconciliztion and reconstruction. It
is a source of satisfaction for my delegation to observe the recent emergence of
new, positive impulses which may be conducive to what the Assembly has been
endeavour ing to achieve for so many years - the peaceful and negotiated settiement
of the question of Kampuchea.

With regard to the situation in Central America, the peace plan signed last
year in Guatemala by the five Central American States reflects the desire of the
peoples of Central America to live in prace, through a process of conciliation and
co-operation, in accordance with the principles of self-determination and
non-intervention. The prospects for peace in Central America should not be allowed
to falter, and it is incumbent upon the international community to support such
regional co-operation.

The question of Palestine, which has been recognized as the core of the Middle
East problem, has been the focus of international attention as a result of the
situation that prevails in the occupied territories. The tragedy of these events
is a grim reminder of the urgent need to reach a just, comprehensive and peaceful
solution of the Palestinian prablem.

We feel that an international oconference on the Middle East, under United
Nations sponsorship, could serve as a useful vehicle in the search for a just and

durable solution to the problem, provided all parties to the conflict are allowed
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to participate on an equal footing. The necessary foundations have already been
laid in Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973).

After mich perseverance, the collective effortz of the Security Couacil have
now resulted in a cease-fire between Iran and Irag. The cease-fire constitutes the
first essential step towards a negotiated settlement, through implementation of
Secur ity Council resolution 598 (1987), that would bring about a durable peace and
an end to the suffering ang devastation experienced by the peoples of both
countries. We continue to place much hope in the efforts of the Security Council
and in the important role of the Secretary-General in the peace-keeping efforts of
the United Nations and in finding a solution to the confl ict.

In southern africa, the Assenbly continues to face a situation in which the
régime shows no sign of relenting in its efforts in mairtaining the policies of
apartheid. However, there are now significant developments with regard to the
situation in the scuth-western region of Africa. The agreement on a set of
principles for ti.» establishment of peace in the region and recognition of the
rights of the people of South West Africa to self-determinatior and freedom brings
nearer the day of independence for Namibia. South Africa's intransigence and
refusal to comply with the United Mations plan for Namibia oonstitute the obstacle
to its implementation. It is hoped that the agreement reached will bring about
without delay implementation of Secur ity Council resolution 435 (1278) , which
constitutes the framework for the exercise by the Namibian people of their right to
freedom and independence.

Needless to say, the root cause of South Africa's acts of destabil ization,
aggression and violation of the territorial integrity of neighbouring States lies
in the régime’s racial policy of apartheid. Universal condemnation and the
international call for the complete abrogation of the apar theid system have not

been heeded by the South African régime,
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The international community, thrcugh efforts in the United Nations and
elsewhere, must continue to give steadfast Support tc the people of South Africa in
their struggle against the institutional ized system of racial discrimination
practised by the Pretoria régime,

United Nations endeavours to foster and promote the economic and social
well-being of all pecples are also a priority issue. such efforts need to be
focused on more bzlanced and equitable international relations and on narrowing the
gap hetween the developed and the developing ragions of the world.

The developing countries ocontinue to face an increasingly difficult economic
environment. The institutions which govern international econonic relations and
which were created for the purpose of facilitating the smooth functioning of the
global economy have not been effective in meeting the needs of the vast
transformation that has taken place in the pattern of the glabal economy.
Fundamental to these changes is the growing interdependence of nations, the
recognition of which would require a more favourable international economic
environment that would help to overcome the imbalances in the world economy. The
revival of multilateralism is keenly needed so that the pProcess of meaningful
dialogue in areas relating to international economic co-operation may begin.

The general debate in the Assembly sets the tone for co-operation between
nations on affairs of international importance, for which this Organization was
created, and the statements we have heard this year inspire uvs with confidence. At
the same time, we note soma remarks that do not contribute to the attainment of the
purpose of our discussions, and which encroach upon what can be considered matters
of an interral nature in the affairs of States. With these thoughts in mind, the
delegation of Burma considers it relevant to mention dsvelcpments that pertain to

our country.
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Nations, in the course of their history, sometimes go through crises and

axperience situaticne which gravely affect their national life and result in

turmoil and unrest and the cccutrence of unavoidable incidents.
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Burma has recently passed through such a phase, which has deeply touched the
hearts and minds of the natior, the Government and the people. In such a time,
when there is a need to establish law and order, wvhen there are moments of great
danger and the nation is threatened, it is the duty and obligation of the |
aithorities of the State to assume their responsibilities to overcome such
difficulties.

The situation prevailing today is that our nation is overcoming a period of
disruption and has achieved a reasonable measure of stability. No outside Power
can prescribe for Burma what its future political destiny should be, for it is the
right of peoples to determine their own future. 1In order that the Burmese people
ray be able to exercise their rights, the State authorities have announced and are
mak ing arrangements for the holding of general elections, which will be free and
fair and in which all political parties will be able to participate so that the
mul ti-party system of democracy to which the people have been aspiring may be
successfully established.

With regard to the conduct of its foreign relations, Burma will continue to
pursue its traditional independent and active foreign policy and maintain its
relations with other countries on the basis of mutual respect and non-inter ference.

As the twentieth century draws to a close, profound changes that will shape
life in the century ahead are taking place on the international scene. The
problems that beset the werld are many and complex and the destinies of nations
have become more intertwined than ever before.

An atmosphere of optimism now prevails as nations express renewed faith in the
United Nations. Such positive developments should bestow upon the Organization
greater vitality and strength, as the umiversal fcrum for seeking solutions to the
prdblems arising out of the complexities of our time, problems that affeét all

nations.
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Mr. AL-ERIANI (Yemen) (interpretation from Arabic): I wish first to

congratulate Mr. Dante Caputo, on behalf of the delegation of Yemen and on my own
behalf, on his election as President of the forty-third session of the United
Nations General Assembly. I am cer:ain that his generally recognized qualities as
an exper ienced diplomat will prove invaluable for the success of this session. I
can assure him that my delegation will do its utmost in working closely with him as
he endeavours to carry out the tasks assigned to him and in the interests of
satisfactory results for this session,

I am pleased to thank warmly his predecessor, Mr. Peter Flor in, who quided the
proceedings of the previous session and of the third special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament with great confidence and dedication.

It is also a pleasure for me to congratulate warmly the Secretary-General,

Mr. Perez de Cuellar, on his praiseworthy efforts to resolve many problems in
keeping with the objectives of this Organization and in the maintenance of
international peace and security.

On this occasion I cannot fail also to oongratulate the Secretary-General and
his associates, especially those who are devoted to peace and security and who have
devoted their lives to the preservation of peace in many areas of the world. I
refer in particular to the peace-keeping forces, which most assuredly deserved the
award of the Nobel Peace Prize. Those forces, which are active in many areas of
the world, unquestiomnblyjt\ieﬂect the unanimous will of the world communi ty
represented here.to see real dialogue established where the sounds of war are
heard. We thank thé Nobel Prize Committee on its cholce, which reflects the
confidence of the international community in Q'h'e peace-keeping forces and in their

humani tar ian mission.



BEH/Qw A/43/PV, 23
268-30

(Me. Al-Eryani, Yemen)

I am pleased alaso to praise the valuable Teport submitted by the
Secretary-General on the work of the Organization, an eminently positive role it
pPlays within the context of the general trend to fina solutions to the chronic
pProblems which threaten international peace and security, and whose main aspect is
the maintenance of international peace and security. Our Organization has given
the international comaunity proof of its effectiveness as 2 result of its effores
in Afghanistan, the Arab Gulf, South-East Asia, South-West Africa and Weetern
Sahara. Those efforts not only prove that the Organization is playing an
invaluable role in meintaining international Peace and security but also siow that
success or failure in peace-rak ing efforts all largely depend on the conduct of the
Merber States and their determination to find solutions - through peaceful means
and by refusing recourse to force even when one of the parties enjoys marked
superiority - to the Pecblers the world faces, for problems there will be as long

as the world exists.
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Even when cne party to a conflict has a marked superiority, efforts must be
made to bring about peace.

This session is being held in a general atmosphere of optimism and détente,
the result of the progresa that has been mada and the relaxation of tension between
the two major Powers, a concrets expression of which was the signing of a treaty
reducing intermediate and long-range missiles. That is a first step towards
general and complete disarmament, as By country said when the treaty was signed.
My country expressed its gtgat pleasure at the signing, but we believe that what
has been achieved so far appliee tc only a tiny fraction of the nuclear arsenalss
it is just a start.

The internationai community urgently calls for general and complete
disarmament. Only when .it is achieved can mankind's hopes for peaces and
under standing be realized. That is why we call on the international comaunity -
particularly the nuélear-’-weapm States - to make the Middle East and The Indian
Ocean nucleat-weapon—ftee zones,

I cannot fail to express the deep concern of tha countr ies of our part of the
world about the present situation there. A State born of aggression and
usurpation - Israel - and another country whose policies are based on racial
discrimination and racial exclusivity ;-.- South Africa - refuie to have their nuclear
facilities inspected by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IABA), as the
international community desicez,

The relaxation of tension between the two supet-Pdvets augurs well for a
future free from tension, on the basis of Co-operation. Peacaful golutions to
problems can be found in keeping with the right of peoples and free of ocutmoded
pPolicies based on efforts to gain illicite advantages which are likely only to bring

the world to the brink of disaster. That is why my country supports the proposal
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to abolish nuclear weapons by the end of the century. We would also support any
attempt to end nuclear tests and to strengthen the role of the United Nations
politically and financially, in order to devote the sums poured into the arms race
teday to economic and social development, the kind of development that the least
advanced countries 8orely need and that is needed to create a world of peace,
stability and justice in which we are all free from domination and exploitaticn,

My country believes that the militarization of cuter space is a new threat to
mank ind, for mankind wishes to be free from the threat of the use of weapons and it
would like to use outer Space not for military but for Peaceful purposes serving
the interests of all mankind.

My country reaffirms its refusal to accept any military presence in the Indian
Ocean. We should 1ike to See a nuclear-free zone in that part of the world and in
the Mediterranean basin, where there continue to be serious threats caugsed by the
actions of a State born of aggression and colonial expansion. I refer to the
Zionist entity in occupied Palestine.

The problem of the Middle East has existed now for more than 40 years. It was
40 years ago that Israel emerged as a racist, expansionist entity in the Middle
East. Por the past 40 years the region has been ravaged by successive wars which
have seriously threatened regional peace and security and, even more, world peace
and security. That has all been the result of Israel's aggressive policies and of
the occupation of Palestine and other Arab territories since 1947.

There has been a refusal to recognize the legitimate rights of the Paiestinian
people, and Israel has engaged in aggression against the Palestinian and other Arab

peoples,
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Time and time again we have called on the international commtnity in this
Assembly to discharge its responsibilities and face up to the situation in the
Middle East, to force the Zionist entity to withdraw frcem the occupied Arab
territories and to recognize the leyitimate rights of the Palestinian people. But,
despite the international community 's recognition of the legitimate rights of
Palestinian people, in particular its right to return home and to establish its own
independent State on its own land, Israel continues to pursue a policy of tyranny,
repression and terrocrism against the defenseless Palestinians, thereby violating
United Nations resolutions and defying the unanimous will of the international
community, and thus defying all humanitar ian values.

During the past 10 months the world has witnessed an uprising of Palestinians
in occupied lands and crimes perpetrated by Israel in an attempt to deal with the
upcising. I refer, of course, to the killing, torture, arrests and deportations
engaged in by the Iaraeli forces against the Palestinians, the old and the young,
men, women and chidren, in defiance of the will of the international community and
resolutions adopted by it, including resolutions adopted by the Security Council
and other international bodies.

Israel's intransigence is matched only by the arrogance of that country, which
has the support of certain Member Statea of the Organization. But we have every
reason to hope that the popular uprising in the occupied tercitories will make it
possible to draw a distinction between what is true and what is false. All of us
who are members of the United Nations must follow the proper course of sction. For
the truth is now clear for all to see. Ko call cn those who still hesitate to
recognize the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian people to realize that

it is high time for all of us to wo-k toge ther and put an end to zionist
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occupation, so that we may respect the promises, the commitments, we entered into
when we Lecame members of the Organization. It is dismaying indeed to see some
States which would have us believe that they are champions of human rights, and
which have imposed sanctions against certain other States which have allegedly
committed acts against those rights, suddenly changing course when it is a question
of their own affairs and Israel's actions against the Palestinian people. That is
why we believe our positions must be based on well-estahlished humanitarian
principles and values, and not on duplicity. We must not apply & double standards;
we must view matters fairly.

That is why we bkelieve the United Nations is now beginning to play an
important role, owing to the relaxation of tension betwecen the two super-Powers.
We also believe that the Organization, and particularly the Security Council, will
now be able to take proper action against Israel's inhuman acts against the

Palestinians, committed daily for all the world to see.
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Everyone knows full well that the failure of the international community to
find a sclution t5 this prcblem is due to Iarsel's stubborn refusal to implement
the United Nations resclutions. My delegation believes that the only framework
within which a just and lasting peace can be established in the Middle Bxst iz that
of the Internaticnal Peace Conference on the Middle East, with the participaticn of
the five permanent members of the Security Council and all the parties concerned, |
including the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), the sole, authentic
representative of the Palestinian people. If the rights of these pecple are not
recoonized, then fzilure will be inevitable.

I wish now to stress the gravity of the situation in Lebanon. The situation
is serious because of the failure of the efforts to elect a president of the
Republic. My country warns against any attempt to partition Lebanon or to divide
the people there. My country also reaffirms its desire to see peace and

independence in Lebanon, a fraternal untry. Yet my delegation believes that all
this will be possible only if the Lebanese leaders, political and religious,

understand that social and political equality will remain meaningless as long as
they fail to reach a national consensus transcending psychological, religious and
regional obstacles. Prom this rostrum we express our hops that our Lebanese
brothers will succsed in overcoming their present difficulties, which cnly serve
the interests of the enery and frustrate their friends., We wish them every success
in their endeavour.

I should also like to reaffirm my country's position of principle in favour of
the prompt implementation of the Sscurity Council resoclutions calling for the
immediate withdrawal of i:he occupying forces of Israel from Lebanese territory.

My country has expressed its deep satisfaction over the fact that Iran has
accepted Security Council resolution 598 (1987), & resolution which Izaq accepted

as goon as it was adopted. We are pleasad ﬁut both parties have agreed to the
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cease-fire and have accepted direct negotiations under the auspices of the
Secretary~General but we know that these negotiations will indeed be arduous and
that success will depend largely on the patience shown by both parties. Patience
is needed if we a2re to achieve a just, honcurable and lasting peace, one that
reccgnizes the legitimate rights of both p;rt:ies and removes the nightmare and
gpectre of war for future gener ations; a gettlement that will re-establish
good-neighbourly relations, fruitful exchanges, and peace and security for the
region of the Gulf. Morcover, that would bring prosperity to the region and would
put an end to the suffering and hardship caused by war.

We wish to thank all those who have contr ibuted, directly or indircectly, to
the efforts that have led to the acceptance by Iran of Security Council resolution
598 (1987). That has led to a cease-fire and direct negotiations between the two
countries. We hope that the Security Council and the Secretary—-General of the
United Nations will be able to continue their efforts to bring the views of the two
parties closer together in the current talks between them. We hope also that a
genuine, just and lasting peace will be established and that the two countries will
devote their efforts to national reconstruction and will restore everything that
the war has destroyed. We hope that the developed countries will be able to

Provide both countries with whatever assistance may be needed for their task of

reconstruction.

On the problem of Afghanistan my country has followed with interest the
results achieved through the Geneva Agreements concluded under the auspices of the
United Nations Secretary-General. We would be very happy to see these Agreements
implemented so that the Afghan people might be allowed to enjoy stability and so
that the Afghan refugees may be allowed to return home. We trust that all the

Afghan parties will be able to reach agreement on national unity and on the choice
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of a government, an agreement _that will satisfy the desires of the Afghan people,
who wish to preserve their independence, neutrality and non-a’ gnment.

Furthermore, my country welcomes the efforts that have been made by the
Maghreb countries, and foremost among them the fraternal occuntries of Morocco and
Algeria, to reach a just and lasting solution to the problem of Western Sahara
under the auspices of the United Nations. That problem has always been a serious
obstacle to the building of the greater Maghreb, and a resolution of the problem
should lead to closer co-operation ameng the countris of the warea, and to the
greater Arab unity of which every Arab dreams.

My country is following with interest the Secretary-Ceneral's efforts to
reconcile the differences between the two Cypriot communities. We wish for the
fulfilment of the aspirations of the two communities, with respect for the rights
of the Cypriot people to independence and to freedom of religion, which will
guarantee their unity and independence.

I must also refer to the relaxation of tension in certain regional conflicts.
I am referring to .the conflict between Somalia and Ethiopia. Both countries have
declared their desire to settle their problems through fruitful dialogue and in
accordance with the rules of international law. We hope that the dialogue between
these two neighbour ing countr ieé, with which my country has historic economic and
cultural ties, will be successful. That is imporiant if peace and security ir
Africa and in the Red Sea area are to be maintained.

As regards South Africa, my country has often expressed ite strong
condemnation of the acts of aggression of that régime and the terrorism ané
repression practised by it against the South African people and the Namibian
people, not to mention the repeated acts of aggression against the front-line
States. My country welcomes the negotiations which have begun between the parties

to the conflict and we hope that the visit by the United NMations Secretary-Gener al
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to South Africa, which is part of the efforts made this year in the interests of
Peace in many areas of the world, will make it possible ﬁor the Namibian people to
enjoy freedom and will iead to the end of the pc. ies of apartheid pursued by the
Pretoria rdgime.

We are anxiously awaiting the practical Steps that are to be taken to put into
effect Security Council resolution 435 (1978) Pertaining to the problem of Nanmibia
and its independence and we believe that the forthcoming independence of Namibia is
a victory for its fighting people and for all those who condemn colonialism and
racism. It is also a victory for all peace-~loving and justice-loving people in
that part of the world and it is a further success to the credit of t:tus

Organization.
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Yemen believes nothing can replace dialogue and negotiation in the resolution
of regional and international conflicts. Thus we have been following with keen
interest regional and international efforts to resolve the problem of Kampuchea.

My country has also been Paying close attention to the contacts begun recently
between the two Koreas and the agreement on a formula for the resolution of the
Rorean problem, which we hope will lead to the reunification of Korea with full
respect for peace and democracy.

My country is deeply concerned by the political problems of the world, to
which we have referred at length. We feel equal concern about its economic
problems, which remain as urgent and important as ever.

-’ Our highly developed Qorld continues to be based on an unfair economic order.
As has been emphasized, there is great need for change in this cegard, and a new
international ééonomic ’order‘ must be found, one based on equal opportunities and
the inérests of ali parties concerned. That order must be capable of resolving
the problems of the third world and reducing the gap between the industrialized
rich countries and the impover ished areas of the world, which continues ‘ho grow day
by day. My coﬁntry believes that the curteﬁt crisis and the stifling _situation of
the third world, which is characterized by imbalance, inéquality and recurring
acute conditions, poses a threat to the entire world e‘ccnomy. The implementation
by third-wor1d countries of measures to tﬁtionalize their imports - given the debt
and reduced revenues that have resul ted from the collapse of prices for their
primary commodities and the protectionism their products encounter ~ could lead to
an even more severe paralysis of the world economy and further widen the gap

between the haves and the have-nots.
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Here I should like to welcome the decision of some developed countries to
cancel the debts or the debt servicing of many developing countr ies, We hope
fur ther such measures will reduce the debt burden of the developing comntries,

We also hope that the world will be able to emerge from this crisis, this
impasse, and establish a new international ecanomic order allowing for the transfer
of technology under the best possible conditions with full regard to the
sovereignty of the developing countries over their natural resources.

To that end, we must Strengthen the role of the United Nations in the area of
international economic co-operation, which would encourage us to make further
efforts to establish a new international economic order that recognizes the
equality of all States in all areas.

Ezonomic and social development is the paramnount concern of our country and in
this regard we have made remarkable progress in spite of our meagre resources. A
few days ago we celebrated the twenty-sixth anniversary of our Great Revolution,
and on that occasion we launced a number of vital projects. Prior to that we had
held free, direct elections to the Council of State, in keeping with the
Congtitution of my country and with full respect for law, democracy and the
equality of all Yemeni citizens.

I might also refer to the Agreement of 17 May 1988 which paved the way for the
eventual remification of the two parts of Yemen through democratic, peaceful
means. This Agreement establishes freedom of moverent between the two parts of
Yemen for citizens solely on the basis of possession of an identity card, without

5

any restriction or administrative prcocedures.
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Our people reaffirmed‘ their confidence in their leader,

Colonel Abdallah Salah, who had just been re-elected to a new five-year term of
office as a result of the successes he has beought about for our coumtry:
prosperity, develomment, peace and stability. This was achieved by 10 years of
dedication and self-denial for the glory of Yemen and the enshrinement of
democratic principles in an egalitarian and just republican régime.

I hope that this session will be crowned with success, and that future
sesgions will witness a further reduction of tensions in a world free~ of conflicts,
injustices, exploitation, suffering and hunger, where justice, co-operation and
human solidarity will reign.

Mr. AL-THANI (Qatar) (interpretation from Arabic): It gives me great

Pleasure to congratulate the President on his election to guide the work of the
forty-third session of the General Assembly. I am confident that his wisdom and
experience will contribute effectively to the achievement of the resplts we all
seek through strenuwus efforts to find constructive solﬁtions to the problems of
international i)eace and security through the co-operation of all the pecples of the
world. My pleasure is ail i:he greater because the President represents a country
with vhich mine maintains positive and constructive co-operation.

The exper ienced leadership given by his predecessor at the forty-second
gsegsion of the General Assembly earned him the gratitude and recognition it is now
my pleasure to expréss.

We also wish to express our appreciation and thanks to the Secretary-General,
Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his distinguished service to our Organization in
pursuance of the goals and political objectives of the Charter.

We are now witnessing hopeful internatiocnal developments in the direction of

dialogue and peaceful coexistence after a critical period of tension and
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confrontation. We join with the internaticnal community in hailing these welcome
develomments. We hope that this new atmosphere will help bring about just
solutions to problems affecting many of the pPeoples of the world, foremost among
which are problems such as regional wars, foreign occupation, denial of the rights
of other paoples, external hegemony, economic expioitation, terrorism and

degradation of the environment.
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It is encouraging to note the new awareness of the impasse reached in the arms
race and, as a result, the conclusion of the Treaty on the Elimination of
Intermediate-Range and Shor ter-Range Missiles between the United States and the
Soviet Union. We also welcome the agreement on the withdrawal of Soviet troops
from Afghanistan, and the first Steps taken towards solving the problem of Namibia,
the Iran-Iraq war, and a number of other regional issues. We hope that this new
awareness of the futility of miiitary force will pave the way towards the
settlement of other conflicts around the world and that the year 1988 will be the
gateway to world peace, .

My delegation salutes the popular uprising ~ the intifada - in the occupied
territories of Palest‘ine against the Fascist policies, encroachments and
depredations of the Zicnist entity in the holy places of Palestine. We strongly
condemn the violent repressive measures, including deportation and the use of
terrorist tactics practised by the Zionist entity against the unarmed Palestinian
people, including women, children and the elderly.

The valiant resistance and gteadfastness of the Palestinian people under
occupation are the measure cf its categorical rejection of the status quo imposed
by Israel and of that people‘’s insistence on ite right to self-determination, to
Preservation of its national character and the full exercise of its national rights
on the whole of its territory.

The intifada and the new facts it brought to light have negated Israeli
propaganda's false claims to democracy. The new facts expose Israel before the
whole world and starkly underline its Pascist practices and expansionist policles
expressed in eguch abhérrent measures as deportation, imprisonment without due
proceés. demolition of homes, confiscation of ptoperty, the establishment of
colonial-type settlements and the continued transgression on the al-Agsa mcsgue and

other holy places in Palestine,
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Israel has to learn the lessons of history and reconsider its policies in
light of these new facts which belie the "seccure boundaries” arqument invoked as a
pretext for continued occupation and creeping annexation, in violation of the
United Nations Charter and its resolutions, the norms of international law and the
Geneva Convention of 1949 on the protection of the civilian population in time of
war.

We reaffirm our unlimiteq Support for the Palestinian people's uprising and
call upon the world body and all Peace-loving forces in the world to shoulder their
hisbori_.c responsibilities and do what is necessary to put an end to attempts at
genocide and the policy of expulsion and deportation practised by Israel and aimed
at driving out the legitimate inhabitants of Palestine and the occupicd territor ies
from their homeland.

Just and comprehensive peace in the Middle East cannot be founded on
repression, terrorism and killing. It can only be built on a foundation of Justice
and respect for human rights and international norms of conduct. This can only be
achieved by recognition of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people,
foremost among which is the right to self-determination and the establizhment of
its own State on its na‘tional terri tory.

From this perspective, the Amman summit neeting of Arab IStates unanimously
declared that the only way to solve the problem in a fair and compx:'ehensive manner
is the convening of an :lnternational peace conference, with the partieipation of
the permanent members of the Security Council and a11 parties concerned, including
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), on an equal feoting, as the scle,
-legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. The international community
is leaning towards reaching a definitive solution along those lines.

The State of Qatar declares its suppozt for all steps the PLO migtgt take in

its capacity as the sole, legitimste tepresentative of the Palestinian people. .
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We welcome the acceptance by Iran of Security Council resolution 528 (1987),
which had been accepted by Iraq when it was adopted. This acceptance carries great
potential for the establishment of a just peace between two neighbourly Muslim
nations, Iran and Iraq.

We éxp:ess the hope that Iran and Irag will be able to resolve all the
-problems between them in a peaceful, just and comprehensive fashion, thus
safequarding their respective interests and consolidating the peace and stability
o.f the region in the best interests of their peoples and of the whole Arab and
Iislamic world.

In this regard, we commend the fruitful efforts of the Secretary-General,
which were crowned by a cease-fire between the two warring neighbours. We reaffirm
our support for his continued efforts to achieve the lasting peace for which we all
yearn.

The State of Qatar, together with the other sister nations mernbers of the Gulf
Co-operation Council, stands ready to make every effort to ensure the success of
the peace talks between Iran and Iraq. Despite all the difficulties, we are
confident that negotiations will continue until a real, just and permanent peace is
achieved and the stability of the Gulf region restored.

The State of Qatar welcomes the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan
and hopes that conditions in that country will be stabilized so that the Afghan

people can devote its efforts to rebuilding the country and determining its own

cour se,

The current situation in Africa is one of our main concerns. The South
African régime represents the antithesis of what the United Nations was intended to
embody, nzmely, the negation of repression and discrimination. The United Nations
should intensify its efforts aimed at putting an end to the inhumane and immoral

régime of apartheid. That régime cannot be reformeds it must be dismantled.
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We condemn the new racist legislation on residential segregation and firmly
Support the just struggle of the peoples of South Africa, Namibia, and the other
comntries in southern Africa. We call upon the international community, especially
those countries which can influence South Africa's policies, to support the
-8truggle of the people of southern Africa and compel South Africa‘'s racist
authorities to renounce their policies of apartheid and their attempts at
destabilizing the neighbouring countries.

We comeend the efforts of those parties which seek a soluticn to the problem
of Namibis by putting an end to South Africa’s illegal occupation and paviag the
way for Namibia's independence. we hope that the current negotiations will bring a
halt to military operaticns on the Angolan border, ensure Namibia's independence

and eventually o away with apartheid.
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The ever-growing nuclear arsenals of the two super-Poﬁers are a' persistent
threat to the survival of the human race. We therefore welcome the initial
agreement reached by the United States and the éov:lét Union on the elimination of
m2dium-zrange nuclear missiles. We hope that this agréement: is the harbinger of
other agreements on radical reductions of their strategic missiles and on the
Prevention of an arms race in outer space. The decision to conduct negotiations on
nuclear testing should lead to the early conclusion of a treaty banning &1l such
tests. At the Geneva Ccnference on Disarmament, the adoption of a convention

prchibiting chemical weapcns scems now more than ever before to be within reach.

That result should speedily be achieved.

Another important prcblem is that of international terrorism. It is a complex
problem that endangers the stability of States and affects their mutual relations.
Moreover, terrorist activities pose a wanton threat to life, limb and property.
While international co-operation and the enactment of co-ordinated measures at the
domestic level are needed to combat tercorisa, it is necessary also to understand
the true nature of international terrorism.

We must also condemn terrorism practised by or under the direct supervision of
States. Colonialism, Zionism and racist and hegemonist régimes indulge in State
terrorism through armed aggression against sovereign States and interference in
their internal affairs, and the expulsion from their‘ homes and assassination of
innocent people. Colonialism, Zioniem and racism are a11. sources of widespread
international terrorisn, vhich constitutes a threat to psace and gsecurity and is
condemned by the peoples of the world.

It is of prime importance to draw a clear distinction between evil acts of
terrorism aﬁd the legitimate struggle of national liberation movements,

The state of the world economy is a source of deep concern. Despite all

efforts to assemble the prerequisites for development, the rate of growth in
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industrial ized naticns has been less than expected. In the developing world,
dwindling returns on the export of raw materials and high interest rates on foreign
debts have critically affected the financial resources of developing countries.
This situation has a negative impact on economic performance and diminishes the
possibility of growth through development.* ‘

The indebtedness of the developing world continues to be the main ot;stacie to
gerowth., It lowers the already low standard of living of the poorest of the poor.
The heavy debt burden complicates aili attempts at structural improvements in the
economic policies of the countries concerned. All efforts at restructuring and at
better mobilization of local resources are hampered by the immediate claims of debt
servicing and thus fail to produce the expected r;pid -results. The problem of the
effects of dabt servicing on developing countries needs to be re-examined in a
warld-wide context. 1In allocating financial aid, the needs of the least -developed
ocountr ies should be given the speci.al oonsideration they desetve.

Against that background, the State of Qatar welcomes the positive achievements

could lead to specific Progress in co-operation in dealing with the current awte
crisis in mternaticnal economic relations. ‘

In conclusion, I wish to state that, even though changing conditions since the-
inception of t;he United Nations may have t‘equ‘ired changes in the Organization's
metheods of work, the lofty purpﬁses _and pr inciples of the Otganization remain as

relevant as ever. The importance of the A:ole played by the ‘United Mations on the

*Mr. Kalpokas (Vanuatu), Vice-President, took the C‘haii.
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world scene has been enhanced. It is more than ever necessary for us all to renew
our commitment to the Charter principles, for the sake of a better world for our
peoples and the future of mankind in general.

Mr. GBEZERA-BRIA (Central African Republic) (interpretation from
French): The hope placed in the United Naticns, which for a time had given way to
indifference and mistrust, if not scorn, is being reborn. There is a new course in
international relations that bodes well for the co-operation envisaged in the
Charter. As the forty-third session of the General Assembly begins, my country,
the Central African Republic, cannot but welcome these developments.

Our task is to consolidate and develop this new approach, and the
international community has great need of the vast experience and personal
qualities of the President of the General Assembly, Mr. Dante Caputo, who can count
on the co-operation and support of the delegation of the Central African Republic.
In addition to conveying to him the warm congratulations of His Excellency General
André Kolingba, President of the Republic, Head of State and founding Chairman of
the Central African Damocratic Assembly, I wish to pay a tribute to his ocountry,
Argentina, with which the Central African Republic maintains excellent relations of
co-operation.

I wish also to express to his predecessor, Mr. Peter Florin, my delegation's
satisfaction at the way in which he fulfilled his responsibilities.

The rebirth of trust and of the prestige of our Organization is the result, of
course, of the will of Member States, but also of the faith and the patient,
persever ing action of the Secretary-General. The developments with regard to
certain conflicts confirm this. The Central African Republic reiterates its

expression of encouragement to Mr. Perez de Cuellar.
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Similarly, my delegation welcomes the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to the
United NMations. That is eloquent proof of our Organizaticn's Qecisive action for

peace and of its regained credibility.

evaluated now in the context of a certain element of adtente and a new dynamic of
dialogue and search for compromise. These developments, historic in themselves,
should not be interpreted as being fortuitous - and here we agree with the
Secretary—ceneral,' who makes this point in his report on the work of the
Organization for this year. They are the result of an awakening on the part of
Member States to their interdependence and community of interests, which commit
them to e‘xploiting to the utmost the Charter and what it contains in order to seek,
tiqgethgr, golutions to their problems. They stem from the instinct of
- PTeservation - a salutary reflex which in times of danger requires that the common
values essential ho the cohesifm.and survival of the group be defended.

| Indeed, it is aslif suddgnly States, and. particularly the great Powers, have
fiﬁally realized thatv Qe were on the verge of catastrophe; that we could not ge on
arming 6urse;ves ihdefin‘i tely without grave danger to mankind; that freedom and the
right of Peoples to self-de":ermination and developnent are common values and causes

that are essential to all Peoples, all Sta'tes, and that cannot be constantly

flouted or neglected.

These developments gtem also from the failure of the ways and means to which
States have hi therto resorted to find - in a fragmented or even selfish or
unilateral way - overall solutions to problems that are, however, of common
interest.

A brief review of recent events on the international scene suffices to

demonstrate that this new approach, which consists in real participation by Member
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States in the search for solutions to the problems confronting the international
~community, can bring about, if not a settlement, at least an easing of certain
conflicts the persistence of which was rendering the balance of peace ever more
‘ precariocus,

It is o this that we owe the felicitous outcome of the situation in the Guif
region between Iran and Irag, and the Central African Republic welcomes this
outeome. The negotiations now going on under the auspices of the Secr etary-Gener al
with a view to guaranteeing the consolidation of this achievement, in accordance
with the spirit and the letter of Security Council resolution 598 (1987)., could not
have any other outcome. My delegation hopes for the rapid success of these
negotiations and the restoration of a climate of trust between the two brother
countries: Iran and Iraq.

With regard to southern Africa, while no final agreement has yet been reached,
we place a great deal of hopa in the negotiations under way - in Brazzaville among
other places - and in all the individual or concerted action being t:akeh at the
moment. Indeed, for the first time, there is now a momentum that could bring about
peace in that region. The determination of the parties to find a compromise that
‘honours justice and peace is welcomed by the Central African Republic, which very
wach hopes that this momentum will accelerate, through the implementation of
Security Council resolution 435 (1978), the process of Namibia's accession to
independences will prevail upon South Africa to under take the true democratization
of South African society through the elimination of apartheid and the recognition
of the political rights of the black majority; and will make pozsible a climate of
confidence among the States of the region,

Furthermore, we are pleased with the turn of events in the Western Saharan

situation. That hac been made poseible by the concrete action of the United
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Nations and the Organization of African Unity, which has led to the adoption of a
Peace plan by the interested parties. My delegation very much hopes that the
application of that Plan will finally bring harmony to that part of Africa.

Similarly, the normalization of relations between Chad and Libya which .has
just led - to the satisfaction of the Government of the Central African Republic -
to the restoration of diplomatic relations between them should be viewed as a
milestone in the efforts under taken in all quarters to establish the cenditions for
the return, at last, of genuine peace in that region. It is important,,
nevertheless, to continue to work for a broadening of this climate of restored
confidence,

The same co-operation among Member States which was indispensable for the
settlemeni: of certain conflicts should also be shown with a view to puttmg an end
tc the situations Prevailing in the Middle East, where it is now urgent to hold
this international conference which, with the participation of all the interested
parties, including the Palestine Liberation Organization, will deal with the
situation in the region - in particular the question of Palestine, which is its
core; in Afghanistan, where, it is true, the withdrawal of foreign forces has begun
and where, by the effective application in good faith of the Geneva agreements, the
right of the Afghan people to decide their destiny in a neutral and non-aligned
State must be recognizeds; in Kampuchea, where the principles of the United Nations
on this question should lay the groundwork for any solution, including the
uncondi tional withdrawal of foreign trcops from that territory; in Central America,
where the Guatemala agreement, which could establish genuine conditions for peace
in the region, should produce its full effects; in the Kor: . peninsula, where the
renewed dialogue between the . parties should ccatinue and be encouraged, not only to

promote the enjoyment by the Korean people of their legitimate aspirations to




BCT /pt A/43/%V, 23
59

(Mr. Gbhezera-Br ia, Central

African Republic)

independent and peacaful remnification, but also to make it possible to consider

the question of the admission of Korea to the United Naticns.

From what I have said 80 far it is clear that we must increasingly engage in
efforts to encourage States to evince genuine political will, by co-operating
within the framewock of the machinery they have created, not only to ensure the
maintenance of peace but also to promdte the socio-economic dcvelomenh of all
parts of the world - another condition for the balance of peace.

This new approach - in the economic field this time - can be reflected only in
the support of States that is indispensable to the work of the Uhited Nations,
which can thus contribute to the establishment of conditions for the co-operation

that is essential to the ecenonmic recovery of the least-developed parts of the

wor ld.

Now, the condition of those parts of the world, and Africa in particular, are
regularly placed on the agenda of the General Asgembly. BREfforts have been made, it
;ls true, under the auspices of the United Rations, to engage in reflection on this
question. A Programme of Action was even adopted, on the basis of mutual
responsibility. We have just had a mid-term review of that Programme. At this
Stage, the conclusions so laboriously reached by the M Hoc Comaittee ‘that made the
review - apart from any other comments on them - gives us an exact assessment of
the eituation two years after the adoption of the Programme.

They show that the African countries, whose responsibility for the application
of the Programme of Action remains paramount , have kept their commitmentss; they
have accepted enormous sacrifices and have made genuine efforts for development -~
efforts that, by the way, have been raooguud and supported, unequally it is true,
by the 1nteznationa1 community. BuZz, as tho A _Hoc Committae rocognlzes, real

o obstacles havq been impeding the dwelopment offorts that have been undertaken.
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These obstacles - which relate essentially to the impact of difficult climatic
conditions, the collapse of ;:he pcices of commodities on which the economy of the
African countries largely depénda, the increase in their external debt and also in
the servicing of that det;t, and the inadequacy of financial flows in their
direction - must be removed; otherwise, these countries cannot make any progress
towards development.

However , the fact that the Ad _Hoc Committee, at this interim stage, was able
to reach agreement on the measures to be taken for the full application of the
Programme of Action demonstrates the will of the African countries as well as of
the international community to achieve the objectives laid down in the Programme of‘
Action. The prospects thus opzned up can lead to results only if the developed
countries change their attitude and help to create a new climate of confidence in
co-operation among States, particularly by trying to remove the cbstacles to the
development sought by their African partners. In that regard, earnings from the
export of commodities should be sufficiently guaranteed gso that countr ies would not
be constantly subjected to the deleterious effects of the fluctuation in the prices
of those commodities.

Priority should be given to the adoption of sound and flexible measures to
alleviate the debt burden, because debt-gervicing - which in some cases, such as in
the Central African Republic, has attained one third of budgetary income - is a

- real impediment to the process of economic development, since no tesources are

available for investment.
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Recoursée to rescheduling debts, becauvec of its limited zcope, dces not make it
possible to solve the structural pecblems which affect mcet African economiesn,
That is why the international commnity should dGemonstrate a spirit of greater
co-operation and solidarity, so that the Reasures that emerge from the for thcoming
international conference on Africa's external debt will take account cf the
reciprocal interests of Scates. The action taken by Member States to contr ibute ,
Jointly with the United Nations, to creating conditions for better organized
co-operation in various fields will be effective only if the human dimension is
taken into account as its ultimate goal. A larger measuze of security and a
 minimum of development nust, above all, mean greater seeur‘ity and at least a
minimun standard of living for all. . _

In the Central African Republic, under the leade?dlip of
President andre Koiingba, the dsmocratic institutional PCocess begun a short time
2go is now being crowned by the restoration of demccracy. My country has signed
various international inctruments wiich, within the framework of the Unjited Nations
ot the Organization of African Unity, organize, govern and guarantse human rights.
The protection of human rights has now become an imperative duty for the State and
an ethic for the nation, because we cannot appeal for development efforts, ‘fot
harmony or for peace if we & not promise man a better life. It is for man that
these values aust be cultivated, fostered and extended, particularly at a time when
we are celebrating the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declsration of Human
Rights.

Yes, a new hope is eperging at the end of our century, a century of profound
change, of phenomenal and prodigious advances ir science and technology, of

universal recognition that oevery man has a unique identity and character with
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regard to the values of emancipation, freedom and equalitys but also a century

which does not yet fully promote the achievement of these values for the benefit of
mankind as a whole, as was the dream of the founding fathers of our Organization.

Can the renaissance of hope and the new trend towards dialogue and the search
for compromise be the prelude to the attainment of a world of justice, tolerance
and solidarity, a world in which together we can tackle the problems affecting the
human condition and togethex:'prcvide a solution?

It can if we continue to show the political will to safequard the United
Nations, the indispensable framework for working together, for co-operation, for a
new era of trust among States, nations na peoples,

It is time for all men of goodwill to unite their genius and their efforts, to
speak the sanme language, the language of peace. lLet Ehem 8ay no to war and no to
poverty. Iet their faith in Ehe Charter of the Uniteq Nations and in a better
mank ind become ever more manifest.

The FRESIDENT: I call on the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic

who has asked to speak in exercise of the right of reply. I remind him that, in
accordance with General Assembly decision 34/401, statements in exercise of the
right of reply are limited to 10 minutes, and should be made by delegations from
their seats.

Mr., MASRI (Syrian Arab Republic) {interpretation from Arabic): Yesterday
evening the Israeli representative useq this forum in flagrant defiance of all the
rules and norms of morality, in a despe_;ate attempt to divert the attention of the
international community from the tr'agi'g.':‘f._s'j‘i‘tuation afflicting the Palestinian Arab

People in occupied Palestine and the Populations of the other occupied Arab
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territories, just as his Poreign Minister did a few days ago. The comments made by
the Israeli represantative do not deserve any reply since they were based on &
whole series of fabrications and distortions and were an attempt to divert
attention from the facts of the situation in the Middie East. I would like, simply
to set the record straight, to make the following clari fications.

First, the Israeli elections, together with Ptojects and ideas in the run-up
to those elections, are a farce intended to divert attention from the reality of
the Isracli expansionist, settler-colonialist and aggressive policy in occupied
Palestine and in the other occupied Arab territories. The world public can see
quite clearly that Israel is the main obstacle impeding the peace process in the
Middle Rast. The commrénts made by the Isrseli representative yesterday evening
cannot put back the macks that have fallen from the expansionist, racist,
settler-colonialist face of Israel.

Secondly, a just, comprehensive peace in the Middle East cannot be achieved -
I repeat, cannot be achieved - except in the context of an international conference
under the auspices of the United Nations, in accordance with the resolutions

‘relevant to the Tsraeli-Arab conflict and on the basis of the followings first,
total withdrawal from all occupied Arab territories, without any exceptions
secondly, agreement to enable the Palestif:ian Arab people to exercise their
inalienable rights, foremost among which is their right to return to their
hoxeland, Palestine, their right to self~-determination and their right to establish
their own independent State. Short of that, there will be no peace in the Middle
East. I say that cleerly. The slogans that are being used and the schemes that
are being proposed to delude the world public and make it believe that Israel
desires peace are false and cannct change the truth, which is that peace nust he

achieved at an international conference convened under the suspices of the



BES/13b A/43/PV,. 23
‘ 64-65

(Mc. Masri, Syrian Arsb Republic)
United Nations, with the participation of the five permanent mesbers of the
Security Council and the parties concerned in the Ieraeli-Arsh conflict, including
the Palestine Liberation Organisatien. This viaw enjoys international manimity,
Who, then, impedes the convening of such a conference? It is Israel, and only

Israel, with the backing of some of those that support Israel.
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Thirdly, Syria has repeatedly made it clear, affirmed and reaffirmed that its
telationship with Lebanon is a historical bxothany-relatidnship based on the
des ire to help the Lebanase people solve their problems. That historical brotherly
relationship between Syria and Lebanca Gannot be compromised by anyone. It is
based ¢n common interests and common security.

The problems in Lebanon are the result of the barbaric invasion launched by
Israel in 1982, which devastated Lebanon, undermined its territorial integrity and
resulted in the occupation of southern Lebanon. Because of the lebanese national
resistance, Israel wag forced to withdraw, but it remained in the southern part of
the country, Israel must withdraw from the Ssouth. The Lebanese national
resistance will force it cut of the south.

With thoge comments, in which 1 have clarified the facts of the matter, I

conclude my statement.

The meting rose at 5,25 p.m.





