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A major international conference of non-governmental organiszations was held at
New Del hi from 14 to 16 Nuvember 1988, with thr theme "Towards a nucl ear
weaponfree and  non-violrnt world", The Conference was widely attended and
included over 107 participants, representing both individuals and groups. Thr
single mostinportant group anong the partiaiprntr war that of peace movrmrntr =
International Phyricianr for the Pprewetin of Nucl ear War, |nternational
Association of Lawyers against Nuclear Arms, New YOrk and Geneva-hasedf eder ati ons
of non-governnental organiaationr dealing with disarmament, Pugwaah, Wrld Peace
Council, Beyond War Foundation, the London-baaed World Disarmament Canpai gn, the
GreenParty of the Federal Republic of Germany, Parlianrntariana dobal Action and
others.

The Conference adopted unaninmourly a joint statement,representing a conmon
viewpoi nt of participanta drawn from East and West and from North and South. In
view of the inportance of this joint statement, | woul d be gratefulif itaoul d be
circul ated as a docunment ofthe General Assembly under andai t em 64.

(8igned) C. R OHAREKHAN
Ambassador
Permanoent Representative
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ANNEX
Joint statement iasued at the conclusiop oi the Conference of

mambamame: ol Dawldic TPacalcawia1 Mot...

I.  CONCLUSIONS

The INF Treaty is the first nualoar disarmament measure after the adveat of
nuclear weapons . It ha8 opened up the possibility of deeper out8 in nualoar
® r80aal8 and the ® vantual ® liminatioa of nualrar weapons. However, the development
of new categories of nuclear weapons remains unconstrained. The door ha8 bean loft
open for the exploitation of now technologies for the modernimation and upgrading
of the remainiag nuclear and conventional forarr. The scale of expenditure on
military research and developmeant is unprecedeanted historically and ha8 become a
key driving foree behind the arms race.

Though the INF Treaty ha8 improved the possibilities of nuclear dirarmamant,
thereisl[] e Jo[I00 forcomplacency. There is already a visible tendency to relax
efforts in th8 ® truqglr to ® nhanao thr proO088 of disarmament. The currert phase
therefore needs the decisive iatervention Of the peace movements worldwide to
preserve and deepen nuclear disarmament.

Thr doctrine of nualoar deterrence is not only dangerous in it8 consequences,
i.e. the spread of nuclear weapons, but also morally unacceptable and illegal,

There is unfortunately persistent belief on the part Of some that & minimum
nucler ® r3838nal is indeed necessary to preserve international roaurity. It is
urgent for the peace movements to lauanch a united campaign against the concept of
nualoar deterrence.

Por, without such @ ation, the struggle for dirarmamant may be derailed.

There 1s groat urgency to counter efforts to cirocumvent the INF Treaty through
new nuclear-weapon deployment, It is also a natter (X concera that warheadS are
not being destroyed under the Treaty.

The time has aomr for evolving alternative security doctrine8 and considering
tle application of non-violence as a means for building a new rtucturr of
international relations. The alternative security doctrine should take into
aaaount the changes of momentous significance that have taken place in the world
recently, and should be comprehensive in t hat it should deal with both military and
non-military throat8 to security., The ® rtablirhmant of a comprehensive system of
global roaurity aallr for changes in the approach and priaciples governing
international relation8 and in institutions. All effort8 should be made to
mobilise support for the United Nation8 so that it is furthrr strengthened and made
really ® ffoctivo. The United Nation8 must also be armrd with new instruments and
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be given additional rolss in building and maintaining a comprehensive system of
global security. A multilateral verification system under the United Nations
appears {0 ica critical necessity at this junacture. Thaught rhould also be given
to strengtheuing the peace-keeping rolr of the United Natioms and making the

® xiuting instrumentalities and procedure for dispute ® ottlomont more ® ffaative,

Military expenditure and the armunrnt race in the world ¢ 0% seriously
affecting the pace ad pattern of developmeat the world over, and partiaularly in
the developing countries, There is a growing tendency to increase the allocation
of resources for military research and development aimea at improving the
sophistication ofthe nmilitary hardware ratherthanin dealing with the more
compelling issues of social wolfaro, health and 8duaation for- human beings and
their basic needs. Excessive military ® xQOnditUrO in the major developed countries
has, among others, contributed to the adoption Oof such monetary, £iscal and trade
policies which are drtrimrntal tot hi pace of development of the world ® aonomy asa
whole.

Thearms @ xpanditure of thedevelopingcountries, withitsassociated ® mQhAUIS
on the research and developmeat of military toahnology, stems from both global and
regional conflicts, Some of these have been closely related to, and eoatinued by,
graat power interests and concera for apheres of influence. It was felt that
initiatives can be taken by the developing countries themselves {0 seek the
resolution of regional aonf 1i: #s. ‘The Non-Aligned Movement aould promote
negotiation8 for common security SSM @ trangthening the oapaaity of the United
Nations to assist in finding solutions. |f regional aonfliata can be diminished,
the developing countries can direct their own considerable spending on arms to
their own development priorities. |t was noted that a proposal has been made in
thr General Assembly t hat regular meetiags of the SBecurity Council should consider
how the United Nation8 can, indeed, ® 88i 8t in the resolution Of regionnl
confliots. The Conference considered that developing countries ni ght wish to nake
their positive reaponses to this proposal.

Disarmament could release aubrtantial amounts of resources which aould be
channelized for the purpose of development and promotion of social welfare. In the
developed couatries diaarmamrnt would not ® utomatioally imply that released
resources oould be used for development purposes. In the case of developing
countries, the imperative for transferring the resources released by cuts in
armament expenditure for development purposes is indeed great.

Au institutionel mechanism rhould be created f or dnveloping resources released
through disarmameat for combating hunger, malnutrition, illiteraey, rqualor and
disease, ® XQIOitatiOn O childron, destitution and deprivation of basic needs.

[1.  SPECI AL MEASURES RECOMMENDED SY Ttz CONFERENCE
A Thr Conference wolcomed all prop08818 for a time-bound ® ation programme t O
create a nuclear-wespoa-free world. |n particular, it ® doraed the broad

objectives and t hr approach of the action plan for ushering in a
nuclear-wrapon-free and non-violant world order (A/5-15/12, annex |[), submitted by
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India at the £ifteenth special session of the General Assembly, t he third special
session devoted to disarmament,

The partiai panta, either on their own or through the institutions thry
represent, Woul d rndaavour to pronote those objectives i n specific terms,
particularly by mobilising support for th8 foll owi ng steps:

(@ The ® arliaBt possible adoption of a coavention ou the prohibition of the
use or threat of use of nucl ear woaponr.

(b) The speedy conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban trraty.

(a) Moving t he International Court Of Justice for seeking it8 opinion on the
illegality of nuclear woaponr.

(4) Tha ® 8tabliahmant of a panel, at a non-goveramental level, for the
noni tori ng, assessment miforecasting of developments i N new technologles which
have potential nilitary application.

(e) Strengthening of t hr role of the United Nati on8 in peace-keeping, dispute
settlement and multilateral disarmament negqotiation,

B. One of the most inportant measures could be a treaty in Asia to ban the use
and the throat of use of nuclear capabilities ® gaiant the partiestosuch a
treaty. Initially, such a treatycoul d bebetween, X'[1C] ® xanpl o, China, India and
the USSR and other nuclear-capable nati on8 and thea it could be opened t 0 other
countries in Asia and ® | 80OWMOr O for signatures, Nucl ear capability wi || ocover not
only possession of nucl ear weapons but also near nuclear capabilities and use of
radi ol ogi cal woaponr.

C. Variousprofessional group8and research institutioms who have undertaken
studies relating to a nuclear-weapon-free and non-viol ent world ahould ® trength8n
their mutual co-operation and co-ordi nate their activities.

D. The Confersnce recognized the importance of i nparting ® duoationatall levels
oa the imperatives of peace, the nature and dimension of the throat posed by
aualrar and other weapon8 of Te88 destructiont o peace and human survivial and the
prerequisitesand © 38oatial features of a now world oxder based 0anon-violence.

The perticipants, ® ithor oatheirown orthrough the institutions they
represent, Woul d make a survey and assessment Ofthe ® xi8ting work and activities
i n this field, ® 8tabliah contaut with the organizations concerned in order to
further develop theseactivities and take action to integrate themw th the
® xirtiagourricula.

E. The Conference underlined the ri ght of peoplesto have access to iaformation

relating to developments, | a particul ar, countries which have adverse i nplication8
for their survival, security and welfare. |Intoraatiocaal organisations within the

United Nation8 system which havr already ® rtablirhad or havethe poteantiality for

establishing networking sheuld nonitor and collect such information and make it
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available t0O people all over the world in a digestible and useful manner. The
partiaipaat8 would work toward8 setting up as many such networks ag possible and
taki ng @ ffoative follow-up ration,

r. In the £ield of the relationship between disarmament and development, the
partioclpants would work in partiaular tO promote the followiagi

(a) The doalaration of 1990 as a decade for converting military industries (O
civilian industries catering to the development needsOfthe ® S[HEHUEX[D oconcerned.

(b) Conduoting guantitative studies on the relationship between disarmament
and developmant and alternative scenarios for a phased programme of disarmament and
it8 impact On the development process.

(a) Convening an expert group meeting of social sclentists and techmologists
for determining the optimum sise of military ® xpondituro beyond whiah such
® XQ8nditUrO oould be counter-developmental and the possibility of ® atabliahing
meahaairm within thr United Nations system by which national Goverameats whi ah
Upend boyond this universal norm will have tO justify their action.

(d) The possibility of programmesinthe e OO of materials development,
alternative sources of energy, new paradigm of development with ® mphaaia on
regycling Of resources ahould be explored., Promoting the formulation and
implementation of ® Itaraativo programor of civilian @ spaagi}égro with maximum
spreade ffOOt8onsoaialwelfareandgrowth, Withspecial® ¢ >0 IK/0 onhealth
servicesand ® duration.

Any success in the process Of disarmament obviously depends On human attitudes
an& the global ® aviroamrnt. To put 4t in the word8 of Pandit Jawaharlal Mehru, it
is the ""temper of pence" rather t han the "temper Of war" whi ah should govern the
spirit of man so that ho may ® ahiovo the "very e aacaao of civilisation",



