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I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the English and French textr of
the Declaration of the European Council on the International Role of the European
Community and the conclusions of European Political Co-operation, adopted during
its session held on 2 and 3 December 1988 at Rhodes, Greece (sea annex).

I should be grateful if you would arrange to have the present letter and its
annex circulated 80 a document of the General Assembly, under agenda items 40, b4,
70 ,  82 ,  83  and 100,  and of  the Security Council .

(&&.&)  C o n s t a n t i n e  D. ZEPOS
Ambassador
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ANNEX

1, Roarfirming  it8 commitment  to achieve concrete progroer  toward8 EuroQean
Unity on the barir of the Sing10  European Act,

Determined to rtrongthoa  and l ⌧Qand the rob of the European Cznmunity
and it8 member State8 on the international political and economic rtaga,  in
co-operation with all other Stat.8  and appropriate organirations.

And aware that the completion of the intarnbl  mark& in 1992, whiah i8
already inspiring  a new dyn8milm  in the Community’8 l aonomia life, will equally
rffect tha Community’8 political and economic rolr in the world.

The Europran  Council rraffirmr  that the Single Market will be of brnefit to
Community  and non-Community aountrior  slike by ensuring continuing l aonomia
growth. The internal markrt will not cl080 in on itrolf.  The Europa of 1992 will
be a partnrr and not a "fortra88  Europe”. The internal market will br a dWi8iW
factor contributing to qroater  liberali8ation  in international trade on the bari
of the QATT  principle8 of reciprocal  and mutually adv8ntrgaour  l rrangemant8. The
Community will continue to participate actively in the QATT  Uruguay Round,
committed a 8  i t  i8 t0 8trOngthOning  the mUltilatOra1  t r a d i n g  8y8tem. It w i l l  alro
continue to purwe, with the United Stater, Japan and the othrr Organiration  for
Economic Co-operation and Development  (OECD) p8rtner8,  poliaior  dorignod  to promoto
rurtainablo  non-inflationary growth in tha world economy,

2 . The Community and it8 member State8 will continue ta work clorely  and
co-operatively with the United Etates  to msintrin and deepen the -solid and
comprehanrive  tran8atlantiC  rOlatiOn¶hiQ. Clorer  political and eaonomia rolationr
with Japan and the othor  indurtrialioed  countrier  will alro be dovolopod.  In
prrticular,  the  Community Wi8hOU to 8:rongthen  and to eXQ8nd rolationr  with
European Free Trade  A88ociation OOUntrie8  8nd 811  other European nations  that rhare
t h e  ram0 idoalr  end objoctivea. Open 8nd con8tructive  dialogue  and co-operation
will be actively  QUr8UOd with other counttier or regional  group8 of the Middlr  Eart
and the Mediterranean, Africa, the Caribbean, the Pacific, Aria and Latin hmerica,
with 8pecial  l mQha8i8 on interregional co-operntion.

3 . The turopran  Council emQhari808  the need to improve racial and ec!onomic
condition0  in 1088 developed  countrier  8nd to promote rtruoturrl  adjurtment,  both
through trade and aid. It 8180 recogniaer  the importsnce  of a continuing policy to
tcrcklo the problem8 of the highly indebted countrier on a care-by-car0  barir. It
look8 forward to the rucce88ful  concluriorl of  the negotiation8 i’or the ranewal  of
the Convention between the European 0xnmunit.y  8nd itn 66 AfriC8n.  C8ribbesn  and
Pscific  pbrtner8 during the coming year.

4 . The European Community and its member State8 are determined to play an
active role in the preservation of international peace and security and in the
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rolution  of regional conf I ictr , in conformity with the Charter of the United
Nation8, Europa cannot hut aCtiV@ly  drmon8trata  it8 rolidarity  to the great and
rgraading  movement for democracy and full 8upport  for the principla8  of the
Univar8al Dacl8ration  of HUman  Rightr, The Twelve will endeavour to 8trangthOn the
l ffeotivena88 of the United Nation8 and to contribute  actively to it8 Qorce-keeping
r o l e .

5. Againrt  the  background Of improved Ea8bWe8t  rOlatiOn8,  the RUrOQean
Council welcomer the raadiaa88 of the European member8 of the Counail  for Mutual
Economic A88irtanae  to d@v@lOQ  relation8 with the European Community and raafPirm8
it8 willingna88  to further economic relation8 and co-operation with them, takiag
into amount  each oountry’8 8pacific rituation, i n  o r d e r  t o  U8. t h e  OQQOrtUaiti88
available  in a mutually banafioial  way.

The European Council reaffirm8 it8 datarmination to act with renewed hope to
ovarcoma  the divi8iOn  of our continent  and to promote the Wartarn  valuer and
principle8 which member State8 have in aommon.

T o  thir  a f fec t ,  w e  w i l l  Itrive to  a c h i e v e :

(a) Full rarpact  for the Qrovi8ionr  of the H818inki  Final Aat and further
progrr88  in the proaarr  of the Confarancr  on Security and Co-operation in Europa,
including an early and rucca88ful  conclu8ion  of the Vienna follow-up moatlng~

(b) The l 8tabli8hmant of a IIaCura  and 8table  balance of conventional forcer
in Europa at 8 lower 18~81, the 8trangthrning  of mutual confidence and militery
tranrparrncy  and the conclusion of a global and varifiabla  ban on chemical waaponrr

(c) Promotion of human right8 and fundamrntvl  frrrdom8, frao circulation of
people end idea8 and the l rtablirhmant of morr open 8ociatia8r  promotion of human
and cultural 8nchanga8  between Ealt  and Walt1

(d) The davalopment of political  dialogur  with our Ealtarn  neaJhbour8.

6. The European Community and the Twrlva are dat8rminad  to mrka  full ~88 of
the Qrovi8ion8  of the single  EuroQran Act in order to rtrangthrn  8olidarity  among
them, co-ordination on the political and l COnOmiC arpactr  of raaurity,  and
conrirtancy  between the external  ~olicia8  of the Europran Community and the
policir8  agrrrd  in the framework of the European Political Co-operation. They will
atrive to reach rwift adoption of common po8ition8  and implamant~tion  of joint
action.

7. The European Council invite6  a11 countrier to ombark with the European
Ccmmunity  a8 world partner on an hirtoric  effort to la8ua to the n@Xt generation a
continent and a world more Iacure,  more just and more free.
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Eurovean Political Co-operation

1. EAST-WEST RELATXONS

Within the framework of East-West relations, the European Council had an
in-depth Jiscussion of the overall relations with the Soviet Union and the
countries of eastern Europe based on var.'ous contributions concerning the political
and economic fields. Ministers of Foreign Affairs have been entrusted with
ensuring the necessary follow-up.

The European Council has approved a paragraph on East-West relations, to be
included in the text of a declaration on the international role of the European
Community and its member States, which it has decided to make public at the end of
its meeting in Rhodes.

2. MIDDLE EAST

Arab-Israeli conflict

The European Council had a thorough discussion on the situation in the Middle
East. It reaffirmed the positions expressed by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs in

I their declaration of 21 November 1988, as well as in the declaration of
1 30 November 1988.

1 Lebanon
I

The European Council reaffirmed the importance it attaches to the election of
/ a President of the Lebanese Republic.

It supports the efforts that the Lebanese are currently undertaking in order
to search for a consensus which constitutes the condition for the maintenance of
the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of Lebanon.

The European Council considers it essential that the international community
continue to demonstrate an active interest in Lebanon and in the election of the
President.

r It expresses the view that the United Nations could, in particular, if that
1 would be useful, contribute to the satisfactory holding of the Presidential
election.

3. CYPRUS

The European Council had a discussion on the Cyprus problem. It acknowledged
the fact that the tragic division of the island remains unchanged and reaffirmed
the previous declaration of the Twelve, which supports without any reservation the

I

independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and unity of Cyprus.

/ . . .
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While  rxprorring  itr rrtirf&atian  at t h r  rrrumptlon  o f  t h r  dlrloguo  brtwrrn
thr two aommunitior, thr Europrn Counail l ⌧prommod the wirh that the dlalogur
rhould  aontinur and had to an l rrly rottlrment  of the problem on the barir of the
above-mrntlonrd  prinaiplor  r n d  t h r  relrvant Unitrd  Natlonr  rrrolutionr,


