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I . INTRODUCTION

1, T h e  item e n t i t l e d  “ L i a b i l i t y  f o r  the  i l l ega l  t r ans fe r  and/or u s e  of  p r o h i b i t e d
weapon8 and weapons o r  substances which cause unnecessary human suffering” was
included as a supplementary item in the agenda of the forty-third aesrion in
accordance with a letter dated 19 Auguat 1988 from the Permanent Representative of
Trinidad and Tobago to the United Nations addressed to the Secrstary-General
(A/43/195),

2. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 23 September 1988, the General Asuembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the First Committee.

3, At its 2nd meeting, on 12 October 1988, the First Committee decided to hold a
general  debate  on the  d isarmament  i tems a l located to  it, namely  i tems 51 to  69,
139 ,  141  a n d  145 , The deliberations on those itema  took place at the 3rd to
25th meetings, from 17 October to 2 November (see AtC.1t43tPWb3-251,  Consideration
of and action on draft resolutions on those items took place between 3 and
18 November (see AtC,1/43tPV.26-43).

4, In connection with item 145, the First Committee had before it the letter
r e f e r r ed  t o  i n  pa rag raph  1 .
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I I , CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RCSOLUTION  AtC.1’43tL.35  and
DRAFT DECI: ‘ON AtC.lt43tL.35  AND Rev.1

5. On 31 OCtOb8rr -a Trdd4&.d&a  and !&nWi!4 lrubmitted
a draft rerolution entitled “Liability for the illegal transfer and/or  urre of
prohibited wraponr and weeponr or rubrtancer which cause unnraerrary human
outfering” (AtC.lt43tL.35). Tho draft rerolution war introduoed by the
reprerontative of Trinidad and Tobago at the 30th meeting, on 8 November, and read
a8 fol lowrt

“m about the dewlopmrnt  ond L~rolif8rat.ion  o f  new types  of
w r a p o n r  of  maw d e r t r u c t i o n ,

I’m of th8 grave conreguencer of tho ure of woaponr of mall
dertruation or woaponr which aaurr unnecearary human ruffering,

“gm that the use of weapon8  of maea dertruction or weagonr  which
caum unnecersary  human ruffering would bo a violation of the Charter of the
United Nat.ionr  a n d  a  crime against  humanity,

I@- that i l l i c i t  d r u g  t r a f f i c k i n g  acrom n a t i o n a l  f r o n t i e r s  i s
accomprniod by t h e  trmrfer and  UIO of weapon8 which cause unnecerrary  human
ruffering,

“ConvipELd of the need to take ntrgr to prevent the ure of weapon8 of
mama destruction or weaponr  which cause unnacerrary human suffering,  and which
would be in furtherance nf th8 dinarmament proceaa,

“malap of  the  n e e d  fo r  increared in ternat iona l  co -operat ion  .:?
criminal  justice adminirtration a n d  for speedy  and public  trial  of
trananational offenderr through &CCtlptablO invortigativ8 and judicial
prOCedUr8er

“1. m the 88Cr8tary-GOn8ral  to rubmit a report to the General
Aarembly  at  itr forty-fourth rrreion on the i l legal  tranrfer and/or  use of
prohibited weapon8 of maan dertruction and weapon6 which cause unnecesrary
human suffering and on measures for preventing ouch  tranrrfer  and/or uee,
inc?,uding the procedure8 and mechanisms for increased international
co-operation in  oriminal  jurtice administration!

“2 . u to include in the provisional  agenda of it8 forty- fourth
sesrrion  the  i tem ontitled ‘L iab i l i t y  for  the  i l l ega l  t ranofer  and/or u118 of
prohibited weeponr and weapons or rubetancer  which cause unnecereary human
rufferingr r e p o r t  o f  t h e  SecretarpGeneral”‘.

6, On 16 November, the sponsors rutmitted a revire draft decirion
(AtC.lt43tL.35tRev.l),  which war later also rponrored by

a n d  &&m the
v containing the fol lowing c h a n g e r :
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(a) Preambular paragraphs 1 to 6 and operative paragraph 1 wb~ deleted]

(b) The phrare “report by the Secretary-General’~ at the end of operative
paragraph 2 war deleted,

7 . At itlr 42nd meeting, on 18 November, the Committee adopted the f8VillOd draft
dec i s ion  wi thout  a  vo te  (see para,  8).

I I I , RECOMMENDATION OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE

8, The First Committee recommend8 to the General Aarrembly the adoption of the
fol lowing draft  decis ion;

The General Anrembly decides  to include in the provis ional  agenda of  i ts
for ty- fourth  resrion the  i t em ent i t l ed  “Liab i l i ty  fo r  the  i l l ega l  t rans fer
and/or une of prohibited weapon8  and weapon8 or nubstances  which cause
unnecessary  human auf fering8’,


