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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE QRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE
TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES MD PECPLES
CESSATION OF ALL NUCLEAR-TEST EXPLOSIONS
DEVELOPMENT AND | NTERNATI oNAL ECONOM C co- oPERATI ON
OPERATI ONAL ACTI VI TIES FOR DEVELCPVENT

Latter dated 26 October 1986 from the Permanant Representative
Qof the Sclomon Islanda to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

On behalf of the seven South Pacific Forum countries which are also Members of
the United Nations - Australia, Fiji, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Sol ontn
Islands and Vanuatu - | have thr honour to request that the attached document, the
Final Communiqué of the Nineteenth South Pacific. Forum, held at Nukualofa, Tonga,
on 20 and 21 September 1988, be circulated as an official document of the Gener al
Assembly under agenda items 18, 52, 82 and 84.

(§igned) Francis Joseph SAEMALA
Per manent Representative
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ANNEX
NINETEENTH soutH PACI FI C FORUM - FORUM COVMUNI QUE

The 19t h South Pacific Forumwas hel d i n Nuku'alofa, Tonga
from20-21 Septenber 1988, The Forum was attended by Headsof
Govsrnnentr of Aurtralia, the Cook Islands, Federated State8
of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall 1Islands, Niue, Papua
New Guinea, Sol onon Islands, Tuvulu, Vanuat u and Western Samoa.
Nauru war represented DYy its Minister for Fi nance, New Zeal and,
by its Deputy Prime Minister and Attorney General, and Tonga,
by 1t8 'Minister for Foreign Affars and Defence. The aeting Prime
Minister of Tonga, Hon. Baron Vasa, chaired the meeting.

Economic issues weret he main focus of the 19th Forum
Regional pol i tical and security matter8 were also discussed,
Whi | e decisions Were made on NMOVES t 0 strengthen the role of SPEC,
t he Forum Secretariat.

REPORT oF THE coMMITTEE ON REGIONAL ECONOM C | SSUES

The Forum conri dered the _reportcrreparedat the direction
of the 18th Forum The report contained a broad range of initiative8
fort he econom ¢ devel opnent eof Forum islandcountries. There
i ncl uded trade, investment, smallbusiness devel gpnent and
enhancenment of economic pl anni ng capacity, particul arly through
training. The Forum directed the Secretariat. to commence
i npl enentation of those recommendation8 for which it ha8 the
capacity: to reek assistance fromdonor8 to inpl enent those _
recomrendation8 forwhich it did not, to strengthen the Secretariat's
capacity for €CONOM C analysis and advi ce, and to raisewi t h
rel evant member governments those matter8 which recwwe pol i cy
decisionson theiT part. The Forumal so directed the Cormmittée on
Regt|_onal Econom ¢ Issues to neet again beforethe 1989 Forum
neeting.

DI ALOGUE W TH xeav AND OTHER DONORS

The FOrum expressed apreciaont hat Canada and Japanin
"particular had substantially increased t he level of theireconom c
assistance to thr region in recent years. The Forum urged Japan
and other donor8 to ensure t hat their procedures for rid delivery
take acoounf of t he capacities, characteristics and t he
particul ar needsof FOr um island countries.
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REG ONAL CIVIL AVI ATION

The Forumrtrongly endorsed ..the South Pacific Regional
Civil Aviation proj ect as a constructive means of improving
the efficiency of civil aviation inthe South Pacific. Ic
expressed appr eci ati on of Australia's contribution of Aust.$2.5 m.
t0 establish a teamofcivil aviation expertstobegin inplenentation
of the project. It notedthat rubrtantial additional £inancial
resources were [equired for the inplenentation ofthe project

and expressed t hs hope that Japan and ot her donors woul d provide
strong financial support frrit. :

PACI FI C ECONOM C COCPERATI ON  CONFERENCE

The Forum deci ded to explore waysinwhi ch Forum islanad
countries m ght becomemoreinvolved in and benefit from the
activities of the Pacific Econom c Cooperation Conference. It
noted t hat one regional menber, New Zeal and, is tobe host tO
t he 1989. PECC Conference, andthis should assist cooperati on
bet ween the Forum and PECC

REPORT oF THE REG ONAL COWM TTEE on TRADE

. The Forum endorsed the report of the Seventh Regional
Conmttee on Trade which reviewed the operation8 of Sparteca and
proposals for increaredregi onal trade and econom ¢ cooperation.

The Forum wel coned the Federated State8 of Micronesia and
t he Republic of the Marshall Islands participation in Sparteca.
It noted, however, that despite increased access { 0 t he Australian
and New Zeal and markets under that agreement, fundanental problen8
existed wth the productive capacity of borne Forum island countries,
especi al IK the smal| er island countries. The Forum agreed to
| ook further at way8 of boosting production, including the
attraction of overseas investment.

MEETI NG OoF TRADE AND ECONOM C M NI STERS

- The Forum wel comed_the proposal by New Zeal and to host a
neeting of Ministers of Trade and Econom ¢ Devel opnent from Forum
countries i n Auckland later this year. Itwas noted that this
meetin? W provi de an opportunity to discuss Uruguay Round
and other issues relating to trade and econom ¢ cooperation.
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TOUR SM

The Forum directed the Secretariat t o prepare a paper for
t he Forum's consideration On Institutional Options for Addressing
and Coordi nati ng Regional Tourism Issuss ona Regional Basis.

TRADE | SSUES

~ The Forum notrd members' dependence on.the export of certain
agricul tural andother commodities. It expressed ooncernt hat
the proliferation of trade distorting policies that characterise
t he present | nternational tradarciimo represent arubrtanti al
trade and eoonomio bur den, particularly on thr @ conom a8 of the
drvrl opi ng countries oOf the region. The For um noted t he importance
Of the Uruguay Round incddressing the question of reform of th8
agricultural and commeditytradi ng systeme. St called for
participant8 i n the negotiations to take full advant age of the
m d-ter mzeaview of the Rouna by agreeing to ® rrly reformaction,
particularly in tropical products oM @ griaulturo.

PACIFIC FORUM LINE FEEDER SERVI CE

The FOr um welcomed thc assistanceof Aurtralian and New
Zeal and whi ch enabled the Pacifi c fumLi ne feeder Service
t 0 operate to Tuvalu andKiribati, noting that the future
of the PFL Feeder Service t 0 Tuvalu and Kiri bati wa8 under review.
|t alro noted that the Federated Stat88 of Micronesia ahd the.
Republ i ¢ of Marshall Islands wcreinterested i N t he extension
Of the services to t heir countries.

REG ONAL PETROLEUM UNIT

Ref lecting members' concern about price8 and supply,tho Forum
agreed to establish Wi thin the Forum Secretariat a Regional
pPetroleumUnit whi ch woul d assist members wi t h these matters.

NEW CALEDONI A

The Forum r evi ewed recent developments af f ecti ng New Cal edoni a,
|t expressed its deep regretat the violence Whi ch "had taken pl ace
i N New Cal edoni a since its last nooting, in particular, at the
deaths which had resulted, and restated its firm opposition
to the use of violence 4[] © ohovopoliticalaims.

The Forum noted developments in French K/?ucy toward8 New
Caledonia since the re-election of President tterrand in May 1988
and the subsequent formation of the Government of Prime Minister
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Rocard. The Fbrum welcomed the efforts of the French Covernnent
to initiate and pronote di al ogue between the communitiesin New
Cal edoni a and to reduce tensions in the Territory. |t noted the
results oft hat process Of di al ogue, and, in particular, expressed
its rupport for the framework agreement concluded in Paris in
August, 1988 on the future of New Caledonia. Thr Forum urged all
parties to work for the successful implementation of the Agreement
in the spirit of reconciliation Whi ch clearly underlines it and
welcomed the adoption by consensus Of a Resolution on New Caledonia
at t he August meeting of the United Nations Conmittee on
Decolonization (C24). It expressed the hope that the proach
underlining this Resolution would Continue to characterise

UN consideration of the issue at the 1988 United Nation8 Gener al
Assembly.

Encouraged by the new spirit of constructive dialogue which
marxed relation8 ‘with France, theForum decl ared itself ready
tomal ntai n the dial ogue thuslaunched. Forum governments,
collectively and individualy, remai ned ready to contribute
positivelyt 0 the process of reconciliati on andcooperative
endeavour now underway inNew Caledonia. They expressed readinass
to assist in the training process the French government ha8
announced for the Kanaks in the |ead up to the Act of
Self-determination in 1998.

The Forum restated it8 strong rupport for an Act of
Self-determination in New Cal edoni a consistent with the established
decolonisation practice8 and principle8 of the United Nationr, in_
which al | options, including independence, would be oepen and leading
to a settlement which would rateguard the right8 of all_people,
including the indigenous people of New Caledonia. The Forum urged
France to ensure that the proposed 1998 Act of Self-determination
would be consistent with these criteria.

SECURITY ISSUES

. The Forum noted the increasingly complex international and
regional security environment in which it was meeting. |t endorsed
the proposal of the Committee on Regional Security Information
Exchange to establish @ system for an enchanced and timely exchanae of
information among Forum member8 on wide range of issues affecting
theirpolitical SE2 e 00NOMIC security.

It noted that the South Pacific 48 no longer isolated from the
unwelcome international phenomena of terrorism and the illegal trade
in arm8 and approved the recommendations of the Working Group on
Terrorism and Hijacking designed to improve the region’8 capacity to
prevent and deal with incident8 of terrorism and hijacking.
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REG ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONAL ARRANGEMENTS

The For um strongly supported t he proposed new institutional
arrangenent 8 drawnupby t he Committe on Regi onal Institutional
Arrangements (CRIA) after extensive consultations Wi th interested
non- Forum gover nnent 8 and organirationr. In orderto Inprove
cooperation and coordi nati on anong institutions of the region it
war agreed t O establish t he South Pacific Organisations Coor di nating
conmmttee (SPOCC). The Forum also agreed t O strengthen the
political and @ conoDNi C capacities of SPEC, . .8PEC is henceforth
to be known as the Forum Secretariat. The Forum agreed to invite
selected countriar andorganirationr which had mactive and
constructive | nvol venent 1 n theregion,t0 participate at an
appropriate | evel in adialogue with the Forum after each session,
begi nning with the 20th Forum SPECwar directed to monitor
theimplementation of the new [egi onal institutional arrangement8
and to reportas necessary t 0 t he Forum

SOUTH PACIFIC NUCLEAR FREE ZONE TREATY

The Forumwel conmed t he announced decision oft he People8
Republ i ¢ of Chi na toaccedet 0 Protocol8 2 and 3 of the Treaty and
t he daecision by the USSR to ratifythose Protocol 8 without any
regservations Or statement oOf intecsprotation.

The Forum cONti nued to expressitSdisappointment t hat France,
the United Ki n%dom and the United State8 have yet to sign and
ratify Protocol8 1, 2 and 3 of the Treaty.

The Forum al so exgreuedl t 8 deep concern at continued French
nucl ear testing in the South Pacific in disregard ofthe views of
t he Beople8 of the South Pacific as unani nously stated by the

Head8 of Governnment 8 ofthe PacifiC countries, and called for
tests to cease.

SOQUTH PACIFIC REG ONAL ENVI RONVENT PROGRAMME

The Forum expressed its concemwith the slowinpl enentation
of t he SPREP Action Plan and t he financial diff iculties faced
by the programme. The Forum agreed t hat there war aneed to
place SPREP in a more secure financial foundation and to consider
whether L here war a need for governments to play a stronger role
in thr direction of the programme. Iturgedmember gover nnent 8
to® 22050 thematter expeditiously. Itnotedthat the future
of the programme WUl d be addressed by the South Pacific Conference
al its meeting at Rarotonga in October. |1{ further agreed
that the Secretariat maintain a continuing and ® ctiw participation
in SPREP and tha Action Plan.
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SPREP CONVENTI ON

The Forumurged countriee ® |igibl o t0o accedetot he
Convention on the Natural Resources and Environnent ofthe
Sout ht PaC{Ifl C Region and it8 Protocols, to do so attho ® @XM ¢
opportunity.

SPEC/OPANALCOOPERATI ON

. The Forum decl ared it8 support for t he common aim8and
aspiratiopa hel d by tha peopl e8 ofthe Pacificand Lati n America
fora nucl ear wsapono free environment as advanced Dy the
Treaties of Rarotonga a1l at el ol co and requestedtha Director
t 0 seek | NfOrmation on way8 by which the Forumm ght eccopezate
W th the organisation for the prohi bition of nuclear azms | N
Lati n America (OPANAL) fort heé achievement ofthose ® im38.

SOUTH PACI FIC REG ONAL AND DOMESTI C SATELLITE sYSTEM

- The Forumendorsed t he proposalt O establish a South

Paci fic regi onal and domestic satellite system. The Forum considered
that the systemwar a technol ogically feasible means of extending
telecommunications services t 0 r'ur al ‘areas of Sout h Pacific
island countrier. It urged nenber countrier to consider
particlipation in the service i n term8 of their national interests
and preferences. The Forum welcomed an of£fer by Australia t O
Prow de Aust. $2.6 m. to facilitate further extension of

el ecommuni cationa sexvices t0 the region,.

| TU UNDP

_ The Forum expressed its concern at the deecision by UNDP to
withdraw its funding for the sPEC/ITU devel opment andtral ning
projects in 1989, and called upon the UNDP t 0 reconsider its
decision | N consultation W th the Secretariat.

FI SHERI ES

The Forum expressedit8 concern thatJapan ha8 been hesitant
to enter 1 nto formal discussions With the ForumFisheries Agency
and its members On a Multil ateral fisheries arrangementbetween
Japan and FFA members. The Forumstressed { hat it attached
hléijh prlorl(tjy to the development of fisheries in the region
and r enewed the mandate of the Director of PFA to continue to
seek actively dial ogue with Japan wachi eve multilateral
fisheries arrangements. The forum further directed the Director
to include in the dialogue, cooperationi N fisheries conservation
and managenent and to increase fisheries-related aid to the region.
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The Forum welcomed We %ultilateral Fisheries Treaty wth
the United States which Nad cone into force during theyear and

benefits were already being recieved by the countrier party
to the Treaty.

CLI MATI C CHANGES IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC

The Forum expressed .. - ~ern about climatic changes i n the
South Pacific and their potential for serious social and economic
dirruptionr In countries of the region. The Forum wel coned
the initiative taken by the Prime Miniater of Australia for a
feasibility rtudy into establishing a network of stations 1O
monitor the effect of eclimatic changes in the region and, in

the light of the outcome of the rtudy, to fund the establishment
of such anetwork.

CCOP/SOPAC

The Forum noted the report by the Director of CCOP/ SOPAC
who stressed t he importance of early ratification of or accession
to the United Nations Convention Law of the Sea in order to
protect jurisdiction of Forum members' marine resources within
nat ional excluasiv » economic zones. It urged member countries
that have yet not done so to ratify or accede to the Conventi on.

UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC

The Forum noted the Vice Chancellor's report and the important
role played by the Univerrity in the life of the regi on. It
welcomed the fact that the University had been able to continue
to operate during the difficulties in Fiji and welcomed the
assurances glven to the Univsrrity by the Fiji authorities

that it would continue to be able to operate freely as an institute
of learning,

REGIONAL PANEL OF APPELLATE JUDGES

The forume ndor 8ed theestablishment of a regional panel of

® ppalirtajudges. This zeflected the ahortage in Forum island
countrier of adequate judicial personnel.
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APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR OF SPEC

The Forumzeappointed Mr. Henry Naisali of Tuval u fora furt her
3 year term as Director of SPEC.

SQUTH PACI FI C FORUM

The Forum accepted Wi th pleasure the invitation by tre
Beretitenti of Kirivatito hrtthe 20th Fforumin 1989.




