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ANNEX

NINETEENTH SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM - FORUM COMMUNIQUE

The 19th South Pacific Forum wa8 held in Nuku'alofa,  Tonga
from 20-21 September 1988, The Forum wa8 attended by Head8 of
Govsrnmsntr of Aurtralia, the Cook Irlandr, Federated State8
of MiCrOne8ia,  Fiji, Kiribati, Mar8hall Illands,  Nius, Papua
New Guinea, Solomon I8land8, Tuvulu,  Vanuatu and Wertern Samoa.
Nauru war rOpre8ented by it8 Minirtsr for Finance, New Zealand,
by it8 Deputy Prime Minirter  and Attorney Genesal, and Tonga,
by it8 Minirtsr for Foreign Affair8 and Defence. The acting Prime
Minirrter  of Tonga, Hon. Baron Vasa, chaired the meeting.

Economic irruer were the main focur of the 19th Forum.
Regional political and rscurity matter8 were al80 dircubred,
while daCi8iOn8 were made,on move8 to rtrengthen the role of SPEC,
the Forum Secretariat.

REPORT OF THE C3MMITTEE ON REGIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES

The Forum conridered the report prepared at the direction
of the 18th Forum. The report contained a broad range of initiative8
for the economic development of Forum i8land countriea.  There
included trade, inve8tmsnt, rmall burinsrr development and
enhancement of economic planning capacity, particularly through
training. The Forum directed the Secretariat to commence
implementation of thO80 recommendation8 for which it ha8 the
capacity: to reek arrirtancu from donor8 to implement thors
recommendation8 for which it did not, to rtrsngthsn the Secretariat's
capacity for economic analyrir  and advice, and to rairs with
relevant member governments thO8e matter8 which require policy
dacirionr on their part. The Forum also directed the Committee on
Regional Economic Issues to meet again before the 1989 Forum
meeting.

DIALOGUE WITH JAPAN AND OTHER DONORS

The Forum exprs88sd appreciation that Canada and Japan in
'particular had rubrtantially inarea8Od the levdl of their economic
rrrirtancre  t o  t h r  r e g i o n  i n  rooent yearr. The Forum urged Japan
and othot donor8 to anrure that their ptOCadUrO8  for rid delivery
take acoounf of the oapaoitim,  charroterirticr  and the
particular ne@d8  of Forum i8land countrla8.
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REGIONAL CIVIL AVIATION

The Forum rtrongly endorred .:ths South Pacific Regional
Civil Aviation project ar a conrtructive mean8 of improving
the efficiency of civil aviation in the South Pacific. Ic
expressed appreciation of Aurtralia'r contribution of Aurrt. $2.5 m.
to ertabli8h a team of civil aviation expert8 to begin implementation
of the project. It noted that rubrtantial additional financial
re8ource8  were required for the implementation of the project
and sxprsrssd ths hope that Japan and other donor8 would provide
strong financial rupport  for it. ‘.

PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION CONFERENCE

The Forum decided to oxplots  way8 in which Forum irland
countrisr  might become more involved in and benefit from the
activities 02 the Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference. It
noted that one regional member, New Zealand, ir to be hO8t to
the 1989, PECC Conference, and thir rhould a88i8t cooperation
between the Forum and PECC.

REPORT OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE ON TRADE

The Forum endorsed the report of the Seventh Regional
Committee on Trade which reviewed the operation8 of Sparteca and
proporalr  for increared regional trade and economic cooperation.

The Forum welcomed the Federated State8 of MidrOne8ia and
the Republic of the Marrhall 18land8 participation in Sparteca.
It noted, however, that de8pite increared acce88 to the Australian
and New Zealand markets under that agreement, fundamental problem8
existed with the productive capacity of borne Fo,rum island  countries,
especially the smaller i8land countrier. The Forum agreed to
look further at way8 of boorting production, including the
ettraction of over8ea8 invertment.

MEETING OF TRADE AND ECONOMIC MINISTERS

The Forum welcomed the proposal by New Zealand to ho8t a
meeting of Minirterr of Trade and Economic Development from Forum
countrierr  in Auckland later this year. It wa8 noted that this
meeting, will provide an opportunity to dircurr  Uruguay Round
and other irrausr relating to trade and economic cooperation.
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TOURISM

The Forum direated the daoratrriat  to prepare 8 papor for
the Forumb oonridoration  on In8titutionrl 0ptionr for Addr888ing
and Coordinating Regional Tdurirm Ir8Us8 on a Regional Barir.

TRADE ISSUES

The Forum notrd momborr’ dopmdenar  on.tho wport of certain
agricultural and other WWWditia8e It Wprb88ed ooncern that
the proliferation of trrdo dirtorting polioi~8 that aharaoteriro
the prorant international trada rogima roproront a rubrtantial
trade and eoonomio burden, partiaularly on thr l conomia8 of the
drvrloping oountrior of the region, Tha Forum noted the importance
Of thr Uruguay Round in cddrorring th8 quartion of reform of th8
agricultural and eomnodity  trading ryrtmi?. St call.6 for
participant8 in the nogotiationr to take full advantage of the
mid-term rsviaw of the Rouna by agrooing to l rrly reform action,
particularly in tropical prOdUet and l griaulturo.

PACIFIC FORUM LIm FEEDER SERVICE

The Forum weloomod the arrirtanco  of Aurtralian and New
Zealand which anablad the Pacific Forum Line Feeder Service
to operato to Tuvalu and Kiribati, noting that the future,
of the PFL Foaaer Sorviao to Tuvalu and Kiribati wa8 under review.
It alro noted that the Faderat. Stat88 of Microneria  ahd theI
Republic of Marrhall Irlandr were intererted in the extenrion
Of the 8OrViC88 to their COUntriO#.

REGIONAL PETROLEUM UNIT

Rcrf lscting memberr' ooncern about price8 and rupply, tho Forum
agrred to ertrblirh within the Forum Searatariat a Regional
Petrol8w Unit which would arrirt momberr with there matter8.

NEW CALEDONIA

The Forum reviewed rearnt dWOlapmOnt8  affecting New Caledonia,
It sxp+wrod itw deep rogrot at the violence which had taken place
in New Caledonia rinco itr lart mooting, in prrtioular, at the
doathr whioh had moulted,  ubd rortrtd it8 eitrr opporition
to the umo of violoaor to l ohiovo political rba.

The Forum noted dovolopmant8  in Fronoh poliay toward8 New
Caledonia rinao the ro-•lrotion of PrO8idOnt Mitterrand in May 1988
and the rubroquent fOrUUtiOn of the Oovernm@nt of Pri.fm Minirtrr
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Rocard. The Fbrum welcomed the effort8 of th* French Government
to initiate and promote dialogue between the communitier in New
Caledonia and to reduce tenrionr in thr Territory. I t  notad t h e
rO8Ult8  Of that proce88 Of dialogue, and, in particular, exprersed
it8 rupport for the framework agreomont ooncluded in Parir in
Augurt, 1988 on the future of New Caledonia. Thr Forum urged all
partier to work for the ruccerrful ~mplomentation  of the Agreement
in the rpirit of reconciliation which clearly underlinsr it and
welcomed the adoption by con8en8u8  of a RO8OlUtiOn  on New Ca!,sdonia
at the Augurt meeting of the United Nation8 Committee on
Decolonization (C24). It expresr@d  the hop@ that the approach
underlining thi8 RO8OlUtiOn  would Cont inue to CharaCteri
UN conridaration of the irrus at the 1988 United Nation8 General
Alaembly.

Encouraged by the new rpirit of conrtructive dialogue which
marlcod relation8 with France, the Forum declared itrelf ready
to maintain the dialogue thU8 18UnCh@d. Forum governmentr,
collectively and individually, remained rerdy to contribute
poritivsly to the procerr of reconciliation and cooperative
endeavour now underway in New C81edonia. They OXptO88Od r@8dincl88
t o  arrirt in  the  t ra in ing  proca88 tha French  govarnmont ha8
announced for the Kanakr in the lead up to the Act of
Self-determination in 1998.

The Forum rartateri it8 rtrong rupport for an Act of
Self-determination in New Caledonia conrirtrnt  with tha 08tabli8hed
decoloniration  practice8 and principle8 of the United Nationr, in
which all optionr, including independence, would be open and leading
to a rsttlsmrnt  which would rateguard the right8 of all people,
including the indigenous people  of New Caledonia. The Forum urged
France to  en8ure that  the propored  1998 Act  of Salf-determination
would  be  consirtsnt wi th  therre c r i t e r i a .

SECURITY ISSUES

The Forum noted the increaringly  complex international and
regional Becurity environment in which it was meeting. I t  endorsed
the proporal of the Committee on Regional Security Information
Exchange to establieh  a syrtem for an enchanced and timely axchanap (of:
information among Forum member8 on wide range of irruer affecting
their politioal and l oonomic reaurity.

I t  no ted  tha t  the  Sou th  Pac i f i c  $8 n o  l o n g e r  i8Olat@d f rom the
unwelcome international phenomena of terrorirm  and the illegal trade
in arm8 and approved the recommendation8 of the Working Group on
Terrorirm and Hijacking derigndd to improve the region’8 capacity to
prevent and deal with incident8 of terrorirm and hijacking.
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REGIONAL INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

The Forum rtrongly rupported the proporrsd new in8titutional
arrangement8 drawn up by the Committe on Regional Inrtitutional
krangemontr  (CRIA)  after extenrive conrultationr with intersrted
non-Forum government8 and organirationr. In order to improve
cooperation and coordination among inrtitutionr of the region it
war agreed to artablibh the South Pacifio Organirationr Coordinating
committee (SPOCC). The Forum al80 agraad  to rtrangthen the
political crnd  l comonic capacitior of SPEC, .,SPEC ir henceforth
to be known a8 the Forum Secretariat. The Forum agreed to invite
relected countriar and organirationr which had an active and
conrtructive  involvement in the ragion,  to participate at an
appropriate level in a dialogue with the Forum after each rerrion,
beginning with the 20th Forum. SPEC war directed to monitor
the implomontation of the new regional inrtitutional arrangement8
and to report ar necarrary to the Forum.

SOUTH PACIFIC NUCLEAR FREE ZONE TREATY

The Forum welcomed the announced decirion of the People8
Republic of China to accede to Protocol8 2 and 3 of the Treaty and
the decirion  by the USSR to ratify thore Protocol8 without any
rerervationr or rtatemsnt  of interpretation.

The Forum continued t0 exprerr it8 dirappointmsnt that France,
the United Kingdom and the United State8 have yet to rign and
ratify Protocol8 1, 2 and 3 of the Treaty.

The Forum also eXpre88ed it8 deep concern at continued French
nuclear tsrting in the South Pacific in dirregard of the views of
the people8 of the South Pacific as unanimously 8tated  by the
Head8 of Government8 of the Pacific countrie8, and called for
tort8 to ceare.

SOUTH PACIFIC REGIONAL ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

The Forum e%pre88ed itL concern with the rlow implementation
of the SPREP Action Plan and the financial diff icultier faced
b y  tha p r o g r a m m e . The Forum agreed that there war a need to
plaae SPRlGP  on a more 8ecuze fin8nai81 foundation and to cOn8ider
whothor there war a need for govornmentfi  to play a rtronger role
in thr direction of tha programmr. It urgoci mombor government8
to l ddre88 the matter expditiourly. It noted that the future
of the peegrm would be rddrerrod  by tha Sou%h Pauificr Conference
at it8 mating bt Ruotonga in Oatob8r. It futthu rgreod
that the Sooretuiat  maintain a aontinuhg and l ctiw participation
in SPREP and tha Action Plan.

I
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SPREP CONVENTION

The Forum urged countrice l ligiblo to acoode to the
Convention on the Natural RO8OUrCO8  and Environment of the
South Pacific Region and it8 Protocolr, to do 80 at tho l uliert
opportunity.

SPEC/OPANAL COOPERATION ‘.

The Forum declared it8 rupport for the common aim8 and
aspirationa held by the people8 of the Paoific and Latin Amuior
for a nuclear wsapono free environment a8 advanced by the
Treatier  of Rarotonga and Tlatelolco and repe8ted tha biro&or
to reek information on way8 by which the Forum might ooopurte
with the organiration for the prohibition of nualoar uma in
Latin America (OPANAL) for the aahievement of thO8a l im8.

SOUTH PACIFIC REGIONAL AND DOMESTIC SATELLITE SYSTEM

The Forum endorred the proporal to e8tabli8h a South
Pacific regional and dOme8tiC ratollito ryrtem, Tho Forum oonridorod
that the ryrtem  war a technologically fea8ible mean8 of extmding
telec~mmunicationr rervicer  to rural arear of South Pacific
island countrier. It urged member countrier to conridu
participation in the 8e~rvice in term8 of their national interertr
and preferencea. The Forum welcomed an offer by Aurtralia to
provide Auat. $2.6 m. to facilitate further extenrion of
telecommunicationa rervicer  to the region,.

ITU/UNDP

The Forum eXpre##ed it8 concern at the decir;ion by UNDP to
withdraw its funding for the SPEC/ITU development and training
projects in 1989, and called upon the UNDP to reconrider it,8
decision in conrultation with the Secretariat.

FISHERIES

The Forum exprerred it8 concern that Japan ha8 been hO8itant
to enter into formal di8cu88ion8 with the Forum Firhorie8 Agonoy
and it8 member8 on 8 multilateral firherior arrangwnont botmon
Japan and FFA mombarr, The Forum 8trorrod that it rttaohad
high priority to the dovolopmnt of firhorier in the tOgiOn
and renewed tha mandate of the Diraetor of fFA to uontinuo to
8eek actively dialogue with Japan to achieve multilrtoral
firhorier  arrangementr. The Forum furthor diroctod the Dirootor
to include in the dialogue, cooperation in firhorier COn~etvatiOn
and management and to increare fi8herie8-related aid to the region,

/ . . .
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The Forum welcomed the Multilateral Firherier Treaty with
the United Stator which had come into force during the year and
benofitr were already being recieved  by the countrier party
to  the  Trea ty .

CLIMATIC CHANGES IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC

The Forum exprerred  L.‘* -em about climatic changer in the
South Pacifio and their potential for rmripur rooial and economic
dirruptionr in oountriar of the region. The Forum welcomed
the initiative taken by the Prima Minirter of Aurtralia for a
fsaribility  rtudy into ertablirhing  a network of rtationr to
monitor the offmat of olimatio Changa8 in the region and, in
the light of the outcome of the rtudy, to fund the eatablirhmant
of ruch a notwork,

CCOP/SOPAC

The Forum notad tha report by the Director of CCOP/SOPAC
who rtrerred the importance of early ratification of or accsrrion
to the United NAtiOn8 Convention Law of tha Sea in order to
protect jurirdiction of Forum member,’ marine raaourcea  within
nat ions1 excluri\ :y economic zonea. It urged member countries
that have yet not done 80 to ratify or accede to the Convention.

UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC

The Forum noted the Vice Chancel;or’r  report and the important
role played by the Univerri ty in the l i fe  of the region. I t
welcomed the fact that the Univerrity had been able to continue
to operate during the difficu~tirr  in Fiji and welcomec! the
as8urancea  g i v e n  t o  t h e  U n i v s r r i t y  b y  t h e  F i j i  a u t h o r i t i e s
that it would continue to be able to operate freely 8.1 an institute
of  l earn ing ,

REGIONAL PANEL OF APPELLATE JUDGES

The forum l ndor8ed the e#tablihment of a regional panel of
l ppallrta judge,. Thir tetleotad thm rhortrga in Forum AalarM
countrier of adquate judhial  perronnal.
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APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR OF SPEC

The Forum reappointed Mr. Henry Nairali of Tuvalu for a further
3 year tarm aa Dirsctor  of SPEC.

SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM

The Forum accepted with plearuts the ir)vitation by tke
Bmetitenti of Kiribati to hort the 20th Forum in 1989.


