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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONCL~JSIONS  OF THF: THTRP REVIEW CONFERENCE
OF THE PARTIES TO THE TREATY ON 2HE NON-PROLIFERATION OF NlJCtEAR
WEAPONS AND ESTARLISHMENT OF A PREPARATORY CCIMMJTTEE FOR THE

FOI.JRTH REVIEW CONFERENCE

I have> the honour to t.rnr,smit  to you herewith information mnt.erial  on the
International Meeting for Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones, held at Berlin.

I would be grateful if you arranged for the distribution of the present letter
and the attached material as an official document of the GLnerfil Asatlmbly  unclsr
rqenclo itame 14, 31, 51, 5.1, 54, 55, 57, 59, 60, 64, 67, 68, 73 and 141.

(SAgned) Siogfricd  ZA(!HMANN
AmbnssaAor Exkraordinary Rnd

Plenipotantinry
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ANNEX

Q&@$ atlanal far -wee w
a t  Blrlin_Zrom  2 0  to 2 2  -1988

1, The In ternat ional  Moot ing for Nuclear-Weapon-Free  Zoner  was convrnod  in  Ber l in
f r o m  2 0  t o  2 2  June 1988 at the initiative of Erich Honecker, Qsneral  Seerotary of
the Central Committoe of the Socirlirt Unity Party of Qermany and Chairman of the
Council of State of the Qerman Democratic Republic. Some 1,034 leading
representatives and personagee  of non-governmental and intergovernmental
organisationa, S t a t e n ,  Qovernmentr,  parliambntr, racial a n d  r e l i g i o u s  orgrnirrtionr
came from 113 countrirr to dircurr  in an open  and free exchange of views the proa
and con8 of regional diesrmamrnt rtepr in efforts to remove the nuclear threat and
safeguard peace, Speaking on behalf of hir country, Erich Honecker reaffirmed that
the Qerman Democratic Republic would continue to display firmnoes l d initiative in
rerving the common cause of peace, In working for the ctdation of a
nuclear-weapon-free corridor and a rone of confidence and security in Central
Europe  i t  would  contribute it8 rharr to thir end,  With  thir in  mind, he  raid that
II * . I t o  f u r t h e r  atablliae t h e  rituation  a t  t h e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o
alliancer, the Qorman  Democratic Republic would welcome the setting up of machinery
for peaceful c;ririr management and for the prevention of military incident0  in
Central Europe”.

2, At what wae the broadest  international forum on peace matters ever, an
intenriva  dia logue was carr ied o n  with in  the  framework oLc  p lenary ao5siono,  nine
commisaianr  a n d  n i n e  s p e c i a l  meetingr,  r n d  a  p a n e l  di8xu@rion, Experience  from
every cont inent  was pooled , both that gained from exioting  nuclear-weapon-free
llronee  a n d  t h a t  r e l a t i n g  t o  c u r r e n t  projectr o f  this k i n d , The rtrfing  commitment of
the  Uni ted  Nation8 to  thin goal wa6 clear ly  ref lected i n  the  discurrionr  held , The
view@  of people were heard who represenLgd  the nuclear Powers and the non-nuclear
StaLea, came from East and West,  from North and South,

3, The diecuaeiona  held at the Berlin Meeting for Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones prove
that common sense and realirm are winning new ground in relations brtw,ren people6
and States . At a time when the third epecial resrion of the general Assembly
devoted to disarmament had commenced its proceeding@, the Moecow  rummit between
Mikhail  Gorbachev and Ronald Reagan had jurt ended and the firrt Soviet and
Amsrjcan medium-range mieeilee  were due to be #crapped, representativea from all
over  the  world aff i rmed the people@’ reoolve t o  contribute  a n  a c t i v e  e h a r e  o f  t h e i r
own to  internatiocal  peace and securi ty  by way of d.irarmament  a n d  d/tente.

4. Wha t  c ruc i a l  r o l e  ir aerigned  to  nuc l ea r -weapon- f r ee  Ibone and  reg ions  aa a
mrrjor mean6  of freeing humanity from atomic weapons wag ulso reflected in the
reports drawn up by the nine commircionr on the rerultr  of their work,

5, The report of Commirrion  1 on the subject  of “Nuclear-weapon-free 8onss -
possible rtepr towards a nuclear-free world” l aysr among other things1

/ , ‘
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On pr inc ip le , t he  pa r t i c i pan t s  ag reed  tha t  i t  was nece rea ry  to  mod i fy  t he
t r ad i t iona l  way , ba red  on  mi l i t a ry  powerr o f  dezigning  r e c u r i t y  policlea,
They demanded the #‘emilitarization  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  r e l a t i ons  and s o c i e t i e s ,  a
peace by non-violence, and that interooto  common to both zyrtemz  in the
survival  of mankind should  be  sought a n d  extended,

I t  was empharised tha t  a l l  State8  a n d  a l l  p e o p l e s  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  d u t y
t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  onr and  ahaping  o f ,  t he  world’s deetiny
since no one would be rpared  the coneequencer of a nuclear wara

Many epeakera put forward arguments which eubetantiated that
nuclear-weapon-free conea were a major rtep towards comprehensive disarmament
and  g loba l  recurity. Analysing well-known arguments of the opponents of such
p r o j e c t s ,  i t  wa8 p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  n u c l e a r - w e a p o n - f r e e  zonosa

Are di ret ted agains’. t h e  fundamentala  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  nucleac
d e t e r r e n c e ;

Remove par t icular ly  deztabi l iz ing weapons  f rom the  immedia te  l ine  of
conf rontat iont

R a i s e  t h e  n u c l e a r  thresholdr

Prevent  the  rorrihle  s t r iv ing by non-nuclear-weapon Sta tes  for  the
power to poesesa -- !car weaponsr

Are  steps  t o w a r d s  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  r6gime o f  t he  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on
of  nuc l ea r  weaponat

Increars the  securi ty and s t rengthen the  zovsre ignty  of
non-nuclear-weapon States because they become less dependent on decisions by
t h e  n u c l e a r  Powerat

Fac i l i t a t e  f i r s t  s t ep s  i n  t he  f i e l d  o f  conven t iona l  d i s a rmamen t ;

. . Make  i t  more  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ca r ry  out  p lans  fo r  t h e  “modernisation”
and compensation of nuclear weaponsr

Add  to  t he  t r anspa rency  o f  mi l i t a ry  po t en t i a l s )

Create more favourable conditionx  for more confidence.

6. The report of Commission 2 on the Subject of “Nuclear-weapon-free  zones ,  zrrtles
of  confidence  a n d  c o - o p e r a t i o n ”  etatee  the  fo l l owing ;

. . . a l ively exchange of  v iews and exper iences  took place ,  concentra t ing on
the  l ink between nuclear-weapon-free  monea  and regions  and the  need to  develop
more confidence between peoplea and Statee. I t  was  ag reed  tha t  zuch a  l i n k
e x i s t s , a n d  t h a t  i t  ie n o t  m e r e l y  a  l i n k  bbt a n  i n t e r a c t i o n , Disarmament
presupposes confidence, whi le  a t  the  same t ime creat ing more confidence,  In

/ . * .
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thir 8enser nuclear-weapon-free zonea could be a factor leading to greater
confidence, good neighbourlinsss ,  mutual  undecrtanding  and more  co-opera t ion .
I t  should  bu m-.:ioned  that  many, almost  a l l ,  speake r8  spoke  ou t  i n  f avou r  o f
nuclear-weapon-free aones in as many regions a8 possible throurjhout  the world,
while one speaker considered such a zone in Central Europe to be inexpedient.
Our debate, in  which  r ep re sen t a t i ve s  f rom almort  a l l  pa r t s  of  t h e  ws>rld
par t ic ipated,  has  shown that  nuclear-weapon-free  zones,  where they al ready
exist and are binding under international law, in no way led to more
insecurity, as is occasionally maintained, but  to  the  people8  feel ing lesz
threa tened. Obviously, mistrust among peoples has not come about by countries
having nu nuclear weapons but it has frequently been caused by such weapons
be ing  t a rge t ed  a t  t hose  countrieo,

I t  was  s ta ted in  the  exchange of opinion8 tha t  more  recently there  have
been  rigne  of  improvement  in the  pol i t ica l  c l imate  in  the  wor ld ,  a l though th is
doec no t  ye t  app ly  t o  a l l  r eg ions , But the trace8 of the militarization  of
pol i t ics  in  the  pas t  a re  s t i l l  not iceable  even where  such improvements  are  to
be seen, especially now that the first treaty on disarmament has been
concluded. T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  d e f i c i t  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  m a n y  p a r t 8  o f  t h e
world. This  def ic i t  can  be  no jus t i f ica t ion  for  adher ing to  nuclear  weapons ,
I t  would be wrong to  say that  more conf idence  must be  bui l t  before at tent ion
i s  t u r n e d  t o  o t h e r  tiring6 such  a s  d i s a rmamen t ,  co -ope ra t i on ,  e t c , The
building of  confidence is a very complex process composed of many elsmentsr
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  m i l i t a r y , economic and humani  tar ian. Even the media, the
speakers emphasized, h o l d  a s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  t h i s  p roces s ,  A l l
these factors must be developed, Y e t  irreopective  o f  t h i s ,  t h e
demilitarization  o f  p o l i t i c s , a  shif t  of  pr ior i t ies  f rom armament to
co-opera t ion  should  be  in  the  in teres ts  of  Eas t  and West,  South  and Nor th ,
The preservat ion of  peace , i t  w a s  s t a t e d ,  i s  a  p r e c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  s h a p i n g  o f
peace.

7 . The report of Commission 3 on the subject of “Nuclear-weapon-free zones,
regional conflicts and crisis management” says among other things1

Discussing ways of  set.tling  regional  Conflict  s, several  delegates  underscored
the  in terdependence  l inking problems and events  in  today’s  wor ld ,  the
ind iv i s ib i l i t y  o f  peace  and  s ecu r i t y , I n  t11is c o n t e x t , the view was expressed
that nowadays a regional conflict may lead to  a  wor ld  con f l ag ra t i on , This
makes  i t  v i t a l l y  neces sa ry  t o  i n t ens i fy  e f fo r t s  t o  so lve  d i spu te s  by  peace fu l
p o l i t i c a l  m e a n s  a n d  t o  t a k e  a l l  l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e
countrip  involved  in to  account in se t t l ing  the  cr is is  ,  ,  . Many contributions
dealt with !ho connection between the issues relating to the establishment of
nuclear-weapon-free zones and the peoples’ s t rugg le  fo r  na t i ona l  and  social
l i b e r a t i o n  .-. I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  i t  w a s  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e
establishment  of  nuclear-weapon-free  zones represents  an  obs tac le  to  the
a sp i r a t i ons  o f  S t a t e s  i nvo lved  i n  r eg iona l  con f l i c t s  t o  ob t a in  nuc l ea r
weapons. Uuder the conditions of nuclear-weapon-f rcle sone8, more f avoursble
condi t ions  wi l l  be  created  for  the  d ia logue a imed a t  f inding just and las t ing
s o l u t i o n s  f o r  r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t ,
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8. The report of Commirsion 4 on ~tNuclrar-weapon-frer  wnor and conventional
disarmament@@  smghasiros;

Many addrersed the clear link between conventional and nuclear weapons, and
the broad rupport for nuclear-weapon-froe  soner was followed by the
acknowledpoment  that conventional wraponry  must  also be addressed,

T o d a y ,  c o n v e n t i o n a l  woaponr are highly  sophisticatrdr  those  h i g h l y
technical ,  computerised  arms can own survive thr t roops  and koop on
f ight ing , I n  many  respectr, the  resul t s  of  convent ional  war  can be as
devastating as the affecta of nuclear war ,,, eo many thought  i t  imperat ive
that conventional weapons  be a pnrt of tha negotiations,

9. C o m m i s s i o n  5  o n  “ Q u e s t i o n s  of g u a r a n t o r s ,  c o n t r o l  a n d  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f
nuclear-weapon-frro  aones and the problem of the non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons” reports 8

1, The subject1 It was not the task of this Commission to deal with the
pros  and  cons  o f  e s t ab l i sh ing  nuclrar-weapon-frro oonoa b u t  r a t h e r  t o  d i s c u s s
questions arising once the decioion  has been made to establirh  such a aone*
Howvor,  whrnrvor  the question bf whethrr the l rtablishment of such cones could
bo usrful was discussed, the wtcomo w a r  affirmative, valuable new thoughts
occasionally being contributed . . .

2, Verifications The  crucia l  issue of  any arms control  and arm:  reduct ion
measures  is  the  verification  of  the  concluded agroomonto. Al l  t he  speake r s  o n
t h i s  isrue h e l d  the v i e w  t h a t  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  m o a n s  d o  e x i s t  t h a t  a l l o w  for
reliable  ver i f icat ion of nuclear-weapon-fro0  aones, T h e  c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n  is
what is to be verified, and where and when . . .

The par t  which  neuLra1  and non-al igned Sta tes  could  play in f inding
s o l u t i o n s  t o  he c o m p l e x  ver i f i ca t ion  i s sue  war  pa r t i cu l a r ly  s t r e s sed .

3, The discussion reflected many concerne;

Nuclear disarmament by the two big Powers alone is not enough in
view of the fact that there are five nuclrsr Powerrt

T h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  m i l i t a r y  a n d  c i v i l i a n  ~688 of  nuclenr
energy could make nuclear  disarmament  more di f f icul t  or  even stand in  i t s  ways

T h e r e  i s  grot conce rn  ove r  t he  fu tu r e  o f  t he  Non-P ro l i f e r a t i on
Trea ty ,

Not  only  must  i t  be  our corlcern to  keep outer  space as  a  nuclear-weepon-free
sane and, consequent ly , rotain the ABM T r e a t y  b u t  t o  a t t a c h  e q u a l  importance
to  provent ing  the  proliferation  of  nuclear  weapons on the  Ear th  and save the
Non-Prol i ferat ion Treaty  f rom porrible  disintegrat ion,
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4, Our doliberatione  reflected  the hope that the United Nationr will be able
to play a significant role in the denualoariration  proaerr and its reliable
ver.tfication, Speakers also voiced tho sxpoctrtion that discussions about
nuclear armament would not divert attention from the non-military aspectr of
humanity’s security or ineecurity, that is,  the problems of hungor, poverty
and disease ,

10. commi8sjitrJ  6 on “Nuclear-weapon-free  loner  and European OOCUfity”  raya in  it0
report t

The vast majority of speakers were sympathetic to the idea of
establishing nuclear-weapon-free sones in Europe as a step towards a world
without nuclear weapons, A6 they 6.0 it, the creation of ouch nones  should be
part  of  a comprehensive  process  tha t  would  have to  br characterired by d/tent.
i n  relations between the Soviet Union and the United Stater, as well aa
between the European countries, and by the rrttlrment of regional conflict6
throughout the world . . . Many rpeakors under l ined  the impor tant  cont r ibut ion
which nuclear-weapon-free manes  would make to the security of individual
Sta t ee , in Europe and in thm world at large. Poerre8a~on  of nuclear weapons
tends to heighten rather  than ease tonsions  bocauoe such weapons are a
p r i o r i t y  t a r g e t  f o r  t h e  other  s i d e .

The establishment of nuclear-weapon-free roner had to be soen as a
confidence-building measure going beyond the rrcommrndations of the Stockholm
conference, both in its scope and importance, The advantages of such sonos
were mentioned! (i) the limitation of the arms racoj  (ii) the greator advance
warning and time for reflection in the case of a conflict triggered by chance
or  otherwieej  ( i i i )  the  ra is ing of the nuclear  threshold in ruch a caset and
( iv)  the  provis ion of more t ime to  f ind  pol i t ica l  so lu t ions ,  in other word8
g r e a t e r  p o l i t i c a l  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y , which  to  a greater or lesser  extent
contributes to consolidating confidence among States.

I t  was  emphasised l ikewise  that  such sones  could  only  contr ibute
e f f ec t ive ly  to  s ecu r i ty  i f  they  were  i n t eg ra t ed  in to  & broader  p r o c e s s  a n d
that  they should  for  thie reason be  accompanied by a goneral  easing of
tenfiionn  and a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  o t h e r  types o f  armamrnts, e s p e c i a l l y  c o n v e n t i o n a l
ones. The majority of speakers were In favour of such sones ,..

11, Commission 7 on “Nuclear-weapon-fide bones in Latin America and in the South
P a c i f i c  - p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ”  r e p o r t e d !

1, There  was a  general  tendency to suppor t  both  the  e l iminat ion  of  nuclear
weapona and conventional disarmament.

2, The importance  of  nuclear-weapon-free  sones  as  a  contr ibut ion to  the  ’
world-wide disarmament procers  was pointed out. Emphasis das laid on the need
to establish a peaceful world order which would be based on a reasonable
app roach  t o  i n t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y , not only in the military sphere but also
in  the  economic!  f ie ld ,  and which would  a lso  inc lude  respect  for the  r ight  of
sel f -determinat ion and the  sovereignty  of States  and ensure  decent  socia l
condi t ions  for  a l l  mankind.

/ I , .
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3, Another point rtrrrred was the valuable experience gained from the
Treathe of Tlatelolco and Rarotonqa. The spirit and the goal of both
Treaties were l aknowlodged although no consensus of opinion on their
l ffootivenoss wa8 apparent, T o  w i d e n  t h e  n u c l e a r - w e a p o n - f r e e  aones i t  w i l l  b e
necessary to perfect the pertinent arrangements and to create favourable
condition8 for all States of a ragion to accede to a treaty establishing a
nuclear-weapon-fro0 aone, T h r  p o i n t s  raiord inc luded  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  a l l
vertigoa of colonialism in the lone, the dismantling of foreign military bares
and  a n  and to  the  use o f  tha t  t e r r i t o ry  by  sh ips  and  a ircraf t  capab l e  o f
t r a n s p o r t i n g  nuclear  wraponr  ,

4, There was agreement that the significance of a nuclear-weapon-free aone
must be basrd on the idea that the nuclear-weapon States respect the
objectives  and provirionr of the treaties establishing such a sone, Effect ive
guarantees by thr nualrar Powrr are essrntial  for the l ffectivonesr of any
nuclear-weapon-fro0 mono,

5 , Some delagations  underlined the need to halt nuclear tests iu the area of
nuclear-frro Ironem  and to forbid naval manoeuvres involving nuclear-armed
ships  in  t h o s e  eonos,

6. I t  wag rtresred tha t  i t  would  be  deeirable  for the  Sta tes  of ev5ry region
t o  e x a m i n e  wayr of establiching  nuc lea r -weapon- f r ee  5ones  in  t h e i r  respec t i ve
area,

7 , There was a goneral consensus that any behaviour directed against peace
and mankind rrprrrontr  a violation of international law,

8, Several  speakers  expressed  the view that  d isarmament  i s  not  only  the
businesr  of Governments but also of al l  the  wor ld’s  peace- loving peoples ,  The
activities of non-governmental organi5ations constitute an important
cont r ibut ion  to  the s t ruggle  for  peace and securi ty ,

12. Commission 8 on ltInitiatives for nuclear-weapon-free  and peace aones in  Asia
a n d  A f r i c a ”  s a y s  i n  i t s  r e p o r t ,  maliar

The importance o f  the establishment o f  nuclear-weapon-free  aones and zones o f
peace in A8ia and AiIrfca for regional  and global  secur i ty  and for peacer
co-operation and development was emphasiced  during the discussions, I t  .was
s e e n  as  a  f avou rab l e  cond i t i on  fo r  c r ea t i ng  mu tua l  t r u s t  and  f c r  r educ ing  t he
r i s k  o f  n u c l e a r  c o n f r o n t a t i o n . T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  h e a r d  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e
T r e a t i e s  of  T l a t e l o l c o  a n d  Raroton?a, which have already brought about the
format ion of nuclear-weapon-free  sonem. The speakers  poin ted  out  the
initiatives which have been taken in Africa and Asia since  the 1960s which aim
tar

1, Transform the whole  of the  A f r i c a n  cont inent  in a
nuclear-weapon-free  8onel
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2, To create nuclear-weapon-free aones in various rogions of Ada and
the Pacific, above all in the Middle East, in South and South-East Asia and On
the Korean peninsula;

3. To t ransform the  Indian O c e a n  into a  aone of peacot inc luding  such
dangerous nuclear bases am Diego Qarcia.

These  initiativea  brought  to  the  fore in  numerous  sperchea  a r e
illuntrative  of the efforts being made to  strengthen regional  recurity and
s t a b i l i t y .

13, Commission 9 0th the subject “Denuclearisation, disarmament and overcoming
undordevelopment, m a t e r i a l  security” stressed i n  i t s  report1

The following main points were discussed and doliberatod  uponi

1, Nuclear and general disarmament is necorsary and urgent for the survival
of mankind, The creation of nuclear-weapon-free sones in all  continents is an
impor tant  ated i n  ending the arms race a n d  forming an in ternat ional  secur i ty
system, The experiences and conditions for creating the monoa  in  each
continent were also discussed, The participants exproared their great concern
at the threat to peace posed by South Africa's and Israrli nuclear
capabilitdes in their respective regions,

2, The  speakerr snalysed  the  relationehip between the arms r a c e  and
underdevelopment in the world. They w o r e  unanimous  in point ing  out  tha t  h igh
expenditure on armaments ie a major cause for economic and oocial
underdevelopment in the world, They agreed on the need to lower expenditure
on armaments and to redirect resources to economic and social development,
They pointed out that expenditure on armaments and the resulting arms race is
a heavy economic and social burden for the developed countrier  irrespective of
thei r  socia l  systems. I n  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  t o o ,  t h e  m e a n s  w h i c h  are
set  f ree  by disarmament  are  urgent ly  needed for  a bet ter  and fas ter
development of the economies and societies.

3. Al l  t he  speake r s  s aw  the  u rgen t  need  fo r  redrersing the  s t ruc tu r a l
economic irregularities which exist in the global economy, They noted that
the pressing economic problems of underdeveloped countries such as the debt
burden and the need for a new international economic order could be
meaningfully tackled if serious disarmament io embarked upon. The speakers
also pointed  out  tha t  the  arms race has  cont r ibuted  to  the  debt  burden of  the
developing countries.

4. **a I t  was demanded thst  the  mul t ina t ional  corpora t ions  must  s top  the
pollution of environment through their export and dumping of nuclear
i n d u s t r i a l  wante in  t h e  w o r l d . It was also noted and urged that programmes of
arm8 conversion ought to be advocatrd and implemented,


