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I. INTRODUCTION

1, The Conoral A8rombly, by itr rorolution JO/146  H of 17 Docrmbor  1984, approved
the rtatuto of the United Nationr Inatituto  for Dirarmamont  Roroarch (UNIDIR),  thr
text of which was l noxod to the rorolution,

a, Under the provirionr of the l tatuto, UNIDIR, whiah ha8 boon in l xiotonao rinoo
1 Oatobor 1980, io an l utonomour inrtitution within the framowork  of the United
Nationr, l atablirhod by the Qonorrl Arrombly for the purporo  of undertaking
indopondont  roroaroh  on dirarmamont rnd rrlatod  problomr,  partiaularly
intornrtionrl aoaurity iw~o~, l d working in al080 rolationrhip  with thr
Department for Diaarmamont Affaira.

3, The rtatuto provider that the Inrtituto rhrll work on the bar18 of the
provirionr of the Final Doaumont of the Tenth Spoaial Soorion  of the Qonoral
A88ombly,  the firrt rpoaial 8orrion  dovotod to dirarmunrnt  (Qonorrl  Arrombly
rorolution S-10/2), and that it rhrll aim at1

(a) Providing thr international  aommunity with morr divorrifird  and oomploto
data on problamr  rolrting to intornrtionxl roaurity, the rrmxmrntr ram rnd
dirarmamant in all fialdr, partiaularly in the nuclarr field, 80 a8 to facilitate
grogroam,  through nrgotiationr, toward8 groator rocurity for all Stat.8  and toward8
the l oonomio and rooial dovolopment of all proplrrr

(b) Promoting informed  prrtiaiprtion  by all Stat.8 in dirarmamont l ffortrr

(a) Arrirting  ongo ing  nogotirtlonr on dirarmamont  and continuing rffortr to
l n8uro groator international  rrcurity  at a progrorrivrly  lowor  18~01 of srmamantr,
particularly nuclear rrmamrntr, by moans of objrctivo  and factual rtudhr and
analyrer  1

(d) Carrying out more in-depth, forward-looking and long-term rorarrch on
dirarmamrnt, so a8 to provide a  gonoral inright  to the problomr involved, and
rtimulating now initiativcr  for now nogotiationr,

4, The  prorent  rrport ir rubmittod to  tho  General A88embly in purruanco of
paragraph 6 of Aarombly  rorolution 39/148 H, by which the A88embly invited the
Director to report annually to the A#rrnlbly c n  the activitior carried out by thr
Inrtituto, R/ Thir report relator  t o  t h e  activitior carried o u t  b y  the Inrtitute
during the period from Soptombor 1967 to Soptombor 1988,

5, An account of the l ctivitier of the Sacrotary-Oeneral’r Advirory  Board on
Dirarmamont  Btudiar, functioning in it8 capacity am the Board of Trurtoor  of
UNIDIR, la contained  in the rrport of the Socrotary-Qenoral  (A/43/665),
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II. OROANI8ATION  AND METHODS OF WORK

6, URIDIR  ha8  a very am811  rtrff, whiah, at proaont, in addition to the Dirrctor,
con8i8t8 of a Deputy Diroator  and two Ornrral 8rrvica rtaff, Thr Inrtituto relirr
heavily  on projoot-rolatod  abort-term  oontrratr to implomont  it8 roroarch
progrmmo. Thir ryatam of rraruitment, whioh ir gorrad to the rororrch programin@
and doaignod on a projoot baai@,  pormitr roQour@o  to and utilimation  of rrputabla
rxp@rti@r l vailablr both inrido and outaido thr Unit04  Nation8 @y@tam, Thir m&hod
ham alao oontributod to the l fforta of WIDIR to expand it8 rolationr and aontaatr
with other re808r6h inrtitutrr and individual rxprrtr  from 811 over the world,
Full urn0 ia being madr of rxiating Unitrd Nation8 8orvic88  to l nauro ao-ordination,
l OOnOmy and ~O8t-OffOOtiV8nO88,

7. Within the rpprovod rrroaroh programmol the I n r t i t u t o  hirrr the 8orvice8 of,
or Uovrlop8 ao-operation with, individual onportr or ror~arch orgvniaationa  for the
implom8ntation  of the progranuno, It l pproaahoa thora whom it aon8idor8 qualified
to bo angagod in the tarpmotive  rrroarah projrcta, datorminor thr framework of the
rxroarah  and rubroquontly  rrviowr it at the timm of it8 finalimation  by thr author,
fita publiortion aad di88omination. aroupr OOmpO@Od of porronr known for their
l xpOrti@x and l ⌧pOriOnOO may br l atabliahod t0 l @@i@t in Oarrying  Out roararch
projoct8 80 that (r multidi8oiplinary rpproaah and variour @ah0018  of thought can be
taken into amount,

8. In oaah UNIDIR publiaation thr procoduro followrd in thr elaboration  and
finali8ation of tha rO808rCh  projrct  ia atetad to make it undorrtood that, although
conduatrd within the rraoarah programme of VNIDIR and on it8 initiative,  the
COntOnt8 of tha publiaation are tha rO@pOn@ibility  of tha author, Novorthaloar,
without taking a position  on the viewm  e%prO@@Od  by thr author8 of it8 rerearch
publication@, UNIDIR a88umea rrrponribility for drtormininq  whothor the rrrearch
moritr publiaation  and di88omination,

9. Voluntary contribution8 from State8 and public end private orqaniaations  form
the principal  finanoing of the In8tituto~8  l ativitiorr A rubvontion  towards
meeting the coat of the Director  and the ataff of the Inrtitute io providrd from
the regular budgot of thr United Nation@, in conformity with the provioione of the
Inrtituto’; rtatuto,

10. During tha period under review, thr following countrier have mada
Contribution8 to the Inrtituto’r Trurt Fund, which are baing utilitrd CO finance
tha 1988 work progrmno of the Inrtitutol AU@tralia,  Canada, Franc., Germany,
Fodoral Ropubllc  of, Norway, Switaorland and Union of Soviet 6ocialiut Republics,
In addition, undrr an l groomrnt with the Oovornmont of Japan, a threr-year project
from 1986 to 1989 for the l rtablirhmont of a data b880 on dirarmamont  io being
financrd from the Trurt Fund for Intorort on the Contribution8 to the Unitrd
Nation8 Spooial Aaaount. UNIDIR avail8 itrolf of thir OppOrtUnity to OxproaI its
gratitude to thorn0  oountrior for their gonoroua contribution@.
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III. COMPLETED PROJECTS

A. Disarmament: problems related-to outer snacg

11. The research project on this subject dealt with the prospects and consequences
of an arms race in outer space and the means for its prevention.

12. The research work was carried out by a team within the Institute. In
preparing the report, UNIDIR worked in co-operation with a group of experts
representing various schools of thought. The experts were Alexei Arbatov (Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics), Yves Boyer (France), James Dougherty (United States of
America), S6rgio de Queiroz Duarte (Brazil), Rikhi Jaipal (India), Andrei Karkoszka
(Poland), Roberto Garcia Moritan (Argentina), Boris Maiorsky (Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics), later succeeded by Ednan Agaev (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics), and Stephen Freiherr von Welck (Federal Republic of Germany).

13. The research report entitled Disarmament: Problems related to Outer Space b/
resulting from the project was issued in late 1987 and made available to
delegations during the forty-second session of the General Assembly. The 190-page
publication identifies and analyses the different issues relating to the prevention
of an arms race in outer space, including current military uses of outer space, the
possibility of further developments, the nature of the existing legal regime and
proposals put forward by States to prevent an arms race in outer space.

14. The report consists of four parts: I - Current uses of outer space:
II - Technological and conceptual challenges: III - Legal aspects of an arms race
in outer space and the means for its prevention; and IV - Proposals and
negotiations related to arms limitation in outer space.

15. The first part contains a brief description of how outer space is currently
being utilized for civilian and military purposes.

16. Part II deals with questions concerning the possibility and consequences of
creating weapons that are not yet in existence but that may become possible with
the advance of technology. Stating that one of the most important elements of the
current debate on space weapons concerns their implications and consequences, the
report notes that a significant event that changed the nature of the debate was the
announcement of the United States Strategic Defense Initiative, In the subsequent
sections the report seeks to give a balanced presentation of the different points
of view regarding the potential implications of space weapons for strategic
stability, the military balance, the arms race and arms limitation.

17. The third part, devoted to the legal aspects of an arms race in outer space
and of the means for its prevention, contains an account of the international law
in force relating to arms limitation in outer space. It emphasizes two issues:
the status of self-defence and countermeasures, and the interpretation of the
Treaty between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems (ABM Treaty) by its
two parties.

/ . . .
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18. Part IV discusses ongoing negotiations, both multilateral and bilateral,
directed towards the prevention of an arms race in outer space. It gives a brief
account of the role that the United Nations has played and continues to assume in
the elaboration of this type of arms limitation. It also describes contemporary
proposals by States presented at the Conference on Disarmament and negotiations
between the United States and the Soviet Union concerning arms limitation and arms
prevention issues regarding outer space.

.B. Conference of disarmament research institutes on the
tooic "Disarmament research: aoenda for the 1990s ,s

19. The Conference, organixed by UNIDIR with the assistance of the Institute for
World Economics and International Relations of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (IMEMO), was held from 22 to 24 March 1988 at Sochi, Soviet Union.
UNIDIR records with appreciation the co-operation and assistance received from the
Soviet and Krasnodar region authorities and from IMEMO in the arrangements of the
Conference.

20. Over 50 participants representing 46 institutes and organixations  from
different regions of the world were present at Sochi, helping to strengthen the
co-operative links within the international disarmament research community and
providing an opportunity for a productive exchange on the conceptual framework for
the disarmament process in the next decade.

21. Five sessions were held during which the following subjects were discussed:

(a) The role of research institutes in disarmament, with reports from
John E. Mrox and Wang Shu;

(b) Ways and means of increasing co-operation among institutes, with reports
from Gelson Fonseca, Gabriel Olusanya and Jasjit Singh;

(c) The present status of research, with reports from Trevor Findlay,
Jean-Frangois Guilhaudis and Kurt Spillmann;

(d) Priorities for research in the 199Os, with reports from Thomas Enders,
Wojciech Multan, Milan Sahovic and Vladimir Shoustov;

(e) Contributions of disarmament research institutes to the fifteenth special
session of the General Assembly, with reports from Nazir Kamal and
Johan Nordenfeldt.

22. The participants agreed that UNIDIR had fulfilled a useful function by
organizing the Conference and suggested that such conferences be held regularly.
The proceedings of the Conference were published in a research report c/ which was
distributed to all delegations attending the fifteenth special session of the
General Assembly, the third special session devoted to disarmament, held in New
York from 31 May to 26 June 1988.

/ . . .
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c. yNIDIR "Newsletter"

23. As a means of maintaining and developing co-operation among research
institutes in the field of disarmament, international security and other related
fields, UNIDIR commenced the publication of a quarterly "Newsletter" in 1988. In a
message carried in its first issue the Secretary-General said:

"UNIDIR has therefore launched its new Newsletter on disarmament at a very
propitious moment. I warmly congratulate UNIDIR on this imaginative and
timely initiative to develop closer links and fuller communication among those
undertaking research in disarmament and international security. In this way,
the UNIDIR Newsletter will surely serve the cause of disarmament by promoting
the research and universal understanding on which its progress so much
depends. I wish it every success and hope it will be welcomed by all thQSe
involved in the field of disarmament."

24. The "Newsletter" has provided a platform of communication for research
institutes and researchers apart from being a useful source of information for
others. The first issue of the UNIDIR "Newsletter", published in March 1988, dealt
with the topic "Disarmament and development" and reported on research being
undertaken in this field. The second issue adopted a regional approach and focused
on Africa. It reported on African institutes and on research being carried out by
them on disarmament and international security issues. The third issue will focus
on the topic conventional disarmament in Europe and the fourth on Asia. Apart from
the special foci, the UNIDIR "Newsletter" also contains a number of regular items
such as conference announcements and news from institutes. The "Newsletter" is a
quarterly bilingual (English and French) publication.

D. Fellowshin and internship oroaramme

25. In accordance with the provisions of the Institute's statute the Director,
with the approval of the Board of Trustees, designated Professor Hylke Tromp, of
the Polemologisch Institute van de Rijksuniversiteit Groningen and
Mr. Thomas Barthelemy of the Atlantic Council, Washington D.C., as Senior Fellows
of UNIDIR.

26. The Institute's regular fellowship programme enables scholars from developing
countries to undertake research on disarmament at UNIDIR. The work of visiting
fellows continued to make an important contribution in fulfilling the Institute's
mandate and Member States are increasingly expressing their interest in the
programme.

27. During 1988 UNIDIR welcomed Mr. Nazir Kamal (Pakistan), Mr. Abdelwahab Biad
(Algeria) and Mr. Edmund0 Fujita (Brazil) as Visiting Fellows.

28. UNIDIR also welcomed a number of interns from Canada, France, the Federal
Republic of Germany, Switzerland and the United States of America.

/ . . .
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E. Publications

29. During the period under review seven publications were issued and are
available on sale to the public through the regular channels for the distribution
of United Nations publications.

30. The publications are the following:

.(a) La guerre des sate11 tes. e jeu. nour la co u aute internationale
Pierre Lellouche id. (Institut'franpaiz  de: relations EtErnationales), Gen&,
UNIDIR 1987, 42 p., publication des Nations Unies, Numero de vente GV.F.87.0.1
(Also available in English: Satellite Warfare: A Challenge for the International
m);

(b) The International Non-Proliferation Regime 1987, by David A. V. Fischer,
Geneva, UNIDIR, 1987, 81 p., United Nations publication, Sales No. GV.E.87.0.2 (The
French version is under preparation);

(c) The Verification Issue in United Nations Disarmament Nesotiations, by
Ellis Morris, Geneva, IJNIDIR, 1987, 103 p., United Nations publication, Sales No.
GV.E.87.0.4 (The French version is under preparation):

(d) Confidence-Building Measures in Africa, by Augustine P. Mahiga and
Fidelis M. Nji, Geneva, UNIDIR, 1987, 16 p,, United Nations publication, Sales No.
GV.E.87.0.5;

(e) Disarmament: Problems Rela+ed to Outer Snace, Geneva, UNIDIR, 1987,
190 p., United Nations publication, <<ales No. GV.E.87.0.7 (Also available in
French: Desarmement.. Prob lemes relacifs & l'esnace extra-atmosoheriuue);

(f) Interrelationshio of Bilateral and Multilateral Disarmament Negotiations/
Les relations entre les niaociations bilaterales et multilaterales sur la,esarmement, Proceedings of the Baku Conference, 2-4 June 19871Actes de la
Conference de Bakou, 2-4 juin 1987, Geneva, UNIDIR, 1988, 258 p., United Nations
publication, Sales No. GV.E/F.88.0.1:

(g) Disarmament Research: Agenda for the 1990s/Le desarmement: Proaramme
pour 1eS an&es 9Q Proceedings of the Sochi Conference, 22-24 March 19881Actes de
la Confhrence de SAtchi, 22-24 mars 1988, Geneva, UNIDIR, 1988, 164 p., United
Nations publication, Sales No. GV.E/F.88.0.3.

IV. CURRENT ACTIVITIES

A. Conventional disarmament in Europe

31. The UNIDIR conference on conventional disarmament in Europe has been
rescheduled for January 1989 and will be held at Geneva. As part of the
preparation for this conference, research reports reflecting different perspectives
are being published during the course of 1988,

/ . . l
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32. The conference is to be attended, on a balanced basis, by diplomats,
government officials, scholars and researchers representing various schools of
thought. The subject is of interest not only to the European countries and their
public but also to the international community at large. For this reason, UNIDIR
would like to ensure that there is a substantial participation by experts from
other regions and especially from the non-aligned countries.

B. National securitv concepts

33. The project on national concepts of security of States has been a constant
element of the Institute's work programme for several years. The original intent
was to publish a series of concise studies of 30 to 40 pages each, prepared by
experts from the respective States and presenting the basic features of the
security concepts of those States. Keeping within that format, UNIDIR has
published, in chronological order, studies on the national concepts of security of
Yugoslavia, Belgium, Austria, the Soviet Union, the United States and China.

34. Conducted in a systematic way, such a series can greatly promote the
understanding of national policies and facilitates the appreciation of specific
conduct by States in a more general context. It would also explain some of the
difficulties encountered in the course of disarmament negotiations. A globally
shared objective such as general and complete disarmament under effective
international control is adapted in various ways to conform with diverse national
security approaches, depending on each State's perceived security interests.

35. UNIDIR has revised the format and structure of these monographs to ensure that
they attain the objectives of the project without being entirely descriptive.

36. Under this revised format and structure, a series of monographs on a number of
countries is being undertaken with the co-operation of qualified authors.

C. Pilot proiect on a comnuterized  data base on disarmament

37. Approved by the Board of Trustees of UNIDIR at its fifteenth session in
September 1986, this is a three-year project to establish a computerized data base
on selected security and disarmament issues. It is carried out under a specific
project agreement between the United Nations, UNIDIR and the Government of Japan.

38. Under the action programme elaborated in 1987, the project has continued its
work in 1988 to expand, update and maintain the computerized sample files on the
following specific subjects:

(a) The experience and evaluation of the Final Act of Helsinki, with
particular attention to confidence- and security-building measures;

(b) Verification questions.

39. These files consist of a set of text files of the official and publicly

/ ..1
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rvrllablo dooumontr of the Conforonoo  on Soaurity and Co-opotrtion in Europa l d
the ltoakholm  Conforanao OP Confidonao-  and Ooourity-Milding  Morruror and
Dirarmwnoat ia Putopo, l m ~011 ELI rolwant raportr an4 ntrtomrntr prorrntod at tha
United Nrtionn, at the Conforonao on Dinrrmamont ant at othrr intorgovornmontrl
mratiagr, and raothar group of film of information rolrting to roiontifia  and
rordomio rtudior,  bookr and rrtialor  and other rrportr  of a non-govornmontrl
nature, 01s thrro apaalfia aubjmta.

IO, In rolrtion to the UHIDIR rrwrroh projoat on the topia Wdium-term
pnr8pootivar in dirwmunrat and arm8 limitation”, tha drtr brro projoat hrcl crarted
a file, rtoring tort data l rtrrotod from tha offiairl rraordr of the Oonorrl
Arrombly on thr quortionn relating to the fiftornth npoairl nonnlon of the Qonrrrl
Aarombly,  the third npoalrl rorrion  dovotod to dirrrmamont,  and aompiling
8trtomantn of govrrnnont roprerontrtivor  ,

41, Iampla output@ of rll tbanr  filan hrva bran diatributad  to tha diplomrtia
aommunity in Oonovr and  rlro globally to thr rorrrroh  inntitutor and other bodior
known to bo rativa in rrnoarah  and/or the ao-ordination of rrrorrah In thona
fialdn,

II, An hrr boon anvinrgad ia the l ation progranuno, thr UNIDIR  drtr brna projoat in
bring ortriod  out through two major kindr of rativitior  that intorrat with arah
othorl firrt, tha dovrlopmont  of tha projact'r own drtr baa.,  and rooond,  the work
of l rploring the porribility of m&king conarotr  rrciproarl  rrrrnqomantr  in ordar to
davolop  a mutual flow of information botwoan the project rnd other rarorroh
inntitutiow,

43, Aaoordingly,  informrtion on the projeat and itn 1~lp10 outputn hrva bean rant
to rorarrah  inrtitutrr working in the field of dinrrmsmont and international
raaurity. by the ond of Augunt 1988 l lrrga numbor of inntitutan  had rarpondod
ponitivrly,  providing information on thair own drtr brnon and/or othrr activitirr
and l xpronning B wirh to l rtrblirh rrranpomantn for a mutual flow of information.
Work har aommonaad  on thrrr rrrrngomantr.

44, All thr data ntorod in the computer filer are uanily accrrriblo on the monttor
l croon, in oopior of disk&ton or 88 a hard copy printout, with floxibla datr-
proaonninq optionn producing, for owmplo, choron tort8 of information, lirting of
fllrr by yaar and othrr chronological order, by Stat, ate.,  or indrxing by nubject
key words,

45, Sinoo thin ir l pilot projoot the budgat ha8 not provided fundr for fraquant
distribution  of voluminoun outputn, particularly in hard copier,  Howovar,  namplo
output8 will ba dintributad to intorartad Qovernmontn  and projact pw~.wrnc

De #I

46, A rurvoy in baing oonduotod of medium-term prrnpoctivrn in the field of
dirrrmamont  and rrmr limitrtion rddranring  the major problrmn,  the mort rnrrntial
marnuran rnd the wayn and moans  to ba utilirrd with a viaw to dafining  the futurr
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research agenda. The survey is being conducted among two different groups:
Governments and research institutes working in the field of disarmament and arms
control. All Governments have been invited to participate in the survey. As to
the group of research institutes, a sample has been estabished, ensuring a balanced
representation in geographical and political terms. Responses are in the process
Of being collated and analysed. The results of the survey will be published some
time in 1988-1989.

E. Verification

47. A research project on the topic "National concepts of verification", analysing
in detail the viewpoints of participating States in multilateral disarmament
negotiations on the problem of verification, has been initiated. Two research
reports are expected to be completed in 1988 under this project.

48. A separate project on the technical aspects of verification, under the title
"Verification by airborne systems”, commenced in 1988. It seeks to provide a
comprehensive guide on the potential of airborne-systems remote-sensing techniques
in the field of arms control verification, examining the technical, legal and
operational considerations involved.

F. Outer suace

49. Following the successful conclusion of the first research project on outer
space, which resulted in the UNIDIR publication Disarmament: Problems related to
Outer Space, a second project has commenced. It will deal with problems of
definition and demarcation in the prevention of an arms race in outer space. It
entails the pooling of the expertise of an international group of scientific and
legal experts under the aegis of UNIDIR to provide a variety of optional approaches
that the international community could utilize in the task of preventing an arms
race in outer space.

V. EXTERNAL RELATIONS

50. UNIDIR was represented throughout the fifteenth special session of the General
Assembly. During tha special session many delegations expressed their satisfaction
with the functioning of UNIDIR and recommended that it should receive enhanced
financial support.

51. UNIDIR has maintained close co-operation with the Department for Disarmament
Affairs, ensuring complementarity  and co-ordination. It also continues to be
associated with other organizations and bodies in the United Nations system working
in the field of disarmament and international security.

52. Several aspects of the Institute's activities have contributed to the
development of relations with other research institutes, such as the hiring of
services of institutes for implementing the research programme, the Conference of

/ . . .
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rraerrch inrtitutor hold at Sochi, Sovist Union, arcl tha publicntion of tha
quurtorly fWowalattar@q, Thr Director nnd Deputy Dir'uctar acorptecl iwit~tionu to
#pork at univorritier  and inrtituter with which UNIDIR hna link@, A nwnbor 0C
viritotr from 3ovmrnmontr, orgrniuationa and inrtituter were al80 welcomad at
UNIDIR during thr course of the year,

53, A8 part of itr public Ircturo programmer UNIDIR, with the co-operation oT the
Unitrd Nationr Information Servicr alrd in Hlnocintion  with the Garr~vc  Intcrrruationcrl
Poaco Reaoarch Inrtitute, orgrnieed a rympovium 011 the topic! “UR-USSR  myotintiona
on nuclear and apace arms I@, which war held at the Palnis dor Nationa,  C~enmmr  on
18 April 1985.

54. The Board of Trurteor had l ⌧Frelaad the wlmh that thr Director \qndarti\ko an

rnorgotic campaign to obtain new voluntary contributionu for VNIDIR in order to
fund it8 programma of reaearch activitier, The fund-r6imSng campmign t.hnt w&l
nccordingly inttibted hrr begun to achirvn rsrultr, Swontmn new cluuora hwva
either pledged or paid in voluntary contributions during the prriod under review.
Thir haa rerulted in the 1959 budget having an arrured incomo that iti
51.73 per aent above the arrured income in the 1950 budget,

VI. CONCLUOION~

55, UNIDIR continuer to fulfil it8 vandatr au conthinrd in ito otatuto, Howover,
the aontinuation  of itr work in a ratirfactory manner ir strongly dopendrnt on more
rrliable and inarearrd flowr of finanoial couourcea and tho atrrngthening ot itr
rm811 rtaff,

a/ For previour roporta on the activitior of the Institute, aa@ A/Yfl/475,
rnnoxr A/39/553,  annenr A/40/725, annex1 A/41/676, annexj and A/42/607, mnexg

b/ United Nations publication, Sales No, GV,E,87,0.7,

!A/ United  Nationr publication, Salaa No, GV,E,BR,U,3,


