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REVIEW AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONCLUDXNG  DOCUMENT OF TXE
TWELFTH SPECIAL SESSlON OF THE QENERAL ASSEMBLY

I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Ounetsl Asssmbly at it8 forty-second session adopted resolution 42/39 K of
30 November 1987, entitled “United Nations Regional Centre for PeBce, Diearmament
and Development in Latin knerica”. the text of which read8 as follower

“Re.~.~.ll.i_r\.g it.8 resolution 41160 J cf 3 December 3986 on the United
Nation& Regional Centre for Peace, Diaarm&ment and Development in Latin
America,

“&wring i n  mixrd the r e p o r t  o f  the Secrst.ary-Ganarsl, 11

“1 . ~e~.cC?nrel  the inauguration at Lfms  on 3 October 1987 of the United
Nationa Regional  Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Dtwulopment  in Latin
America)

"2 , A~.LQ-.~Q&.o~J~~  the promptnere with which the Secretary-Gonoral ha8
tsken the necesoary  adminirtrativs mewurea to ensure tho functioning of the
Centre, and roque8tr him to continua to 9ivo tho Contro all necoroary rupport;
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"3 . gxpresses...its  thanks to the host Member  State for its valuable
contribution  to the functioning  of the Centre:

“4 . @e_e~~~ef  that, in carryinq  out its activities,  the Centre  will seek
to promote  relations  of mutual  trust and security  between the countries  of the
region  in a spirit of harmony, solidarity  and co-operation  for the
implementation  of measures  for peace and disarmament, and for the promotion  of
economic  and social development  in Latin America;

"5. Recommends  that the Centre  hold, in 1988,  a conference  of experts  on
the strengthening  of political  co-operation  in Latin  America  in the areas of
peace, disarmament, development  and security  in the context  of the World
Disarmament  Campaign:

“ 6 . Aqain calls upon Member  States and international,  governmental  and
non-governmental  organisations  to make voluntary  contributions  to the Centre:

"7 . Requests  the Secretary-General  to transmit  that appeal to all Member
States in order to ensure  the normal functioning  of the Centre;

“ 8 . Also requests  the Secretary-General  to report to the General
Assembly  at its forty-third  session  on the implementation  of the present
resolution."

2 . The present  report is submitted  by the Secretary-General  pursuant  to
paragraph  8 of resolution  42139 K.

II. FUNCTIONING  OF THE CENTRE

3 . As the Secretary-General  stated  in his report on the Centre  submitted  to the
Assembly  at its forty-second  session  (A/42/544), the Centre, which was established
in 1987 in accordance  with resolution  41160 J of 3 December  1986,  became
operational  in 1987. It was inaugurated  at its headquarters  at Lima on
9 October  1987, in the presence  of the Foreign  Minister  of Peru and of the
representative  of the Secretary-General  of the United  Nations.

Structure

4 . In his report, the Secretary-General  stated that he had established  the Centre
under the auspices  of the Department  for Disarmament  Affairs  of the Secretariat,
within  the framework  of the World  Disarmament  Campaign. The Department  acts as a
focal point  for co-ordinating  inputs to the activities  of the Centre  by pertinent
organs, programmes  and agencies  of the United  Nations  system.

Objectives  and activities  of the Cena

5 . The General  Assembly,  by resolution  41160 J, decided  that the Centre  should
provide, on request, substantive  support  for the initiatives  and other activities
of the Member  States of the Latin American  region for the implementation  of

/ . . .
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mansuroa for pnacc and dirmmment, and for tho promotion of oconumic  and oocirS
clovelopment through appropriate reutiliortion  of evoileble  re80urcaer  ea well 66
co-ordinate the implemrntotion  of regionrl  activities in Letin America under the
World Diearmamrnt Campaign, The initial rctivitier  of the Centre focueed  on the
dforemination  of information and on ertsbli~hing  contrcts  with relrvant
inetitutionr and organieetiona, ao well  ar responding to written and oral  querier
recaived from the public , with a view  to promoting better underrtanding of and
genereting wider support fo r  the object ives  of  the United Nations in thr f ie ld of
nrmq  limitation and disarmament. The Centre is alro mnkfnq efforts to set up a
refarenca  and documentation service on issuer of peace1  security, disarmament and
development, especially  within the Latin lunericar,  context, which could serve a8 a
reaoutce centrr for organitstiono and individual8 concerned with :herr issuer.

6, The Cmtra’m activities included the promotion 2nd co-ordination of the
competition for a dirarmament pooter  derign, which was launched in late 1987. Thir
includsd publfcirinq thr competition end receiving and judging the national
entries. The third rpocial  reaoion of the beneral  Assembly devoted to  dirarmement
held in May/June 1988 in New York wao another opportunity to provide information
about the vork of the United Wetiono in arms limitation end dirarmament,  In
addition to distributing written matrtielr on the reaaion,  aaver& briefingr  wore
held for the madia and the public, end a panel dircunrion wao organized that w&m
broadcatrt  by the major televirion  network in Peru,

7. In connectfon  with thr recommendation by the Gealerel Aurembfy containe 1 in
resolution 42/39 K to  hold,  in  1988,  a  conference of expertr  on the etrengthening
of politicai co-operation in Latin America in the areas of peace, disarmament,
dnvelopmrnt.  and security, the Centre organiced a preparatory meeting from 4-6 May
at its hoadqufirters at Lima that brought together 12 experts who held exchangea on
tAosa i Asuas, as well aa on a possible medium-term programme of activities,
including suggestions for the holding of the conferenca , which is echeduled  to take
place in Decambor  1988,

8, By its resolution 41160  J, the General Assembly decided to eatnblieh the
Centra on tho basis of existing reeourcea and of voluntary contributions that
Member  States and interested organizations might make to that end, The
Secretary-tinneral  wisher  to  empharize  that , in accordance with the terms on which
the Centre wan established  and in view of the financial crisis facing the United
Nations, no resourcea  from the regular budget of t,ba Organization can be made
avLqilable  for t)le Centre and voluntary contributions are thus needed to ensure the
viability ailA affuctive functioning of  the Centre,

Q Since  thu submission  o f  the Seerotary-Geno~nl’a r e p o r t  t o  the f o r t y - s e c o n d
k&ion, voluntary contribution8 to the Centr;d were received from Belgium, Draril,
the Federel Republic of Germany  end Peru that amounted to a total of $US 28,000.
In addition, contributions were pledged to the Centre by Colombia, Yamaica, NorWeyl
Peru and Uruguay in the amount of $US 37,500, J,/
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10. The  Cen t re  function8  w i t h  the  asaistarrce o f  t he  Depnrttltont  o f  Pub l i c
In fo rma t ion ,  ir@ t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Inlormntion  Centre cont inuer  to  be  entcuutcd
w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t;hc Rtqionnl  C e n t r e ,  on a n  i n t e r i m
basio, T h e  D i r e c t o r  i s  a s s i s t ed  by  A  l oca l ly  recruited research arraistnnt  in  the
Aiacharge  o f  t5e Centre'6 functiona, The Centre continues to share tne premirea  of
the  Irformation  Centre  nnd enjoy8 the ndniniatrativa  suppor t  of  the  Depnrtmant  o f
Public fnt'ormtioe  atnff, in the iutef.est of greater economy nncl efficiency,


