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BYELORUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

[Original: Russian]

[14 October 19881

1. The Byelorussian SSR believes that, in order to accomplish the paramount tasks
of preventing war, halting the arms race and resolutely pursuing disarmament,
primarily nuclear disarmament, the international community should, apart from
bilateral efforts, seek to strengthen and improve the multilateral approach. It is
becoming increasingly urgent to enhance the effectiveness of the international
community's efforts in this field and, in particular, to improve the situation with
regard to the implementation of General Assembly resolutions on disarmament. The
role of the United Nations in achieving the above objectives would be greatly
strengthened tkrough the effective implementation of these resolutions.

2. The work of the General Assembly on disarmament questions has shown certain
healthy trends. A new, positive outlook is gradually taking the place of the
spirit of confrontation. There is a growing desire on the part of delegations to
undertake active consultations with a large number of interested parties in drawing
up draft resolutions. There is a greater readiness to search seriously for
mutually acceptable solutions based on a balance of interests and to co-operate
constructively.

3. The Byelorussian SSR considers it necessary to maintain and develop these
trends. The efforts of States and groups of States in this area must be joint,
responsive and reciprocal. The stereotypes of confrontation must be finally
overcome both at the discussion stage and in drafting resolutions. This will make
it possible, in particular, to combine draft resolutions and thereby enable the
General Assembly to speak on the problems under consideration with one voice. In
turn, the international community will be able to concentrate seriously on
implementing the decisions adopted.

4, The non-confrontational approach will open up significantly greater prospects
for reaching consensus decisions and increasing their number. In this regard, the
consensus should be increasingly broadened to cover, in addition to procedural and
peripheral issues, questions of substance and problems of fundamental importance.
Consensus must be not a formality, but an effective approach encouraging all
participants in decisions to act in such a way as to achieve the desired
objective. The annual report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of
General Assembly resolutions in the field of disarmament could play a useful role
in this. It would also be desirable for the Secretary-General to be able, in
consultation with the participants in disarmament negotiations, to reflect the
status of such negotiations in his report. To this end, the practice of informing
the United Nations about ongoing negotiations should be devel>ped.

5. The time has come to consider on a broader basis the question of entrusting
the United Nations with functions relating to the monitoring of compliance with
decisions and agreements achieved in the field of disarmament.
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6. In view of the growing role of the general public in efforts to achieve
disarmament objectives, stepping up the World Disarmament Campaign would h@lp
improve the situation with regard to the implementation of General Assembly
resolutions,

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

[Original1 Eng l i sh ]

(18 Octobrr  1968J

1, In the  opinion of the Csschoslovak Socia l i s t  Republ ic ,  the  quer t ion  of
implementation of Qeneral  Assembly resolutions on disarmament is closely linked
with the task of enhancing the United Nations role in the field of disarmament and
requires ,  t he re fo re , constant attention from all Member States, Through General
Assembly resolutions multilateral approaches to the solution of disarmament issues
are formulated  as an essent ia l  prerequis i te  for  unfolding a broad disarmament
process,

The Csechoslovak Socialist Republic has always bsen an active advocate
i;int efforta in  th is  f ie ld  as  envisaged by the Declara t ion on Internat ional

of

Co-operation for the Attainment of the Goals of Disarmamsnt adopted on the basis of
a Csechoslovak initiative in 1979, Such co-operation should set the norm for ths
rolution of the questions of disarmament in bilateral,  rsgional and multilatsrel
f tameworks,

3, As co-sponoor  of  resolu t ion  42138 J, Czechoslovakia  stresses  the  need  for  the
Member States to attach a significance to General Assembly resolutions in the
disarmament sphere that would be fully commensurate with the urgency of the
questions concerned, A careful approach should be taken to the implementation of
those  resolu t ions  in  sp i te  of  thei r  recommendatory nature ,

4. Without an active approach on the part of all Member States to General
Assembly resolutions on disarmament, the  solut ion of  many re levant  i ssues  of
disarmament would be at a standstill  for years and tho channels of the quantitfttivr
and qualitative arms race could not be successfully cut off,

5, At thb same time, the United Nations would not bo able to live up to its role
of  co-ordinat ing centre and to  honour  i t s  pr imary responsibi l i ty  in diaarmament
issues  to  a  suff ic ient  degree  of  effect iveness  i f  the  Member  Sta tes  did  not pay tho
necessary  a t tent ion  to  i t s  recommendat ions  and decis ions  in  th is  sphere ,

6, More consistent implementation of General Assembly resolutions on diearmament
should become an important part of the overall efforts of States aimed at
increasing United Nations effectiveness and creating material guarantees of general
security,

7, A way of improving the situation in the implementation of those resolutions,
in  the  v iew of Csechoslovakia,  cons is ts  of broad and equal  par t ic ipat ion  of States
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in  the process of  preparat ion and,  in  par t icular , of  adopt ion of those  resolu t ions
o n  t h e  b a s i s  of c o n s e n s u s  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  of  Sta t e s  t o  reach a
c o n s t r u c t i v e  s o l u t i o n  concernhg t he  d i f f e r en t  ques t i ons  o f  d i s a rmamen t ,  Of
course, resolutions representing the view of most Member States on questions where
a consensus has not been possible thus far in spite of best efforts cannot be set
a s i d e  e i t h e r .

8, General Assembly resolut ions  c a n  be a  decis ive  s tep  towards  the  in i t ia t ion  or
activation of opecific  disarmament negotiations, just  as Security Council
resolut ions  pave the  way for negot ia t ions  on  the se t t lement  of  in ternat ional
c o n f l i c t s , The final goal of negotiations should be to work out and make possibla
the adoption of binding dioarmament agreements in order to strengthen general
security anU t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e g a l  order , Csechoslovakia considers that the
approach to the implementation of Oeneral Assembly resolutions on disarmament also
reflects the degree of readiness of Member Statea to apply multilatersl  security
mechanisms and to build mutual relations on the basis of a balance of interests,

9, Resolution 42138 J should become a stimulus to the establishment of a practice
of in-depth and all-round consideration of the state of implementation of General
Assembly resolut ions  in  the  field of disarmament ,  With  the  help  of such
consideration it would a lso  be  poss ible  gradual ly  to  increase the  effect iveness  at
the process of preparation of resolutions, to improve the prerequisitee for
consensus and to make resolutions, i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  l i n e  of ac t i on ,  more  eubstantial,

10, In  t he  v i ew  o f  Csechos lovak ia ,  the n e x t  r e p o r t  of t h e  Secretary-Ganeral o n  the
implementation of General Assembly resolutions in the field of disarmament should
inc lude  t h e  opin ions  of States  o n  al l  aspects  of th is  subject ,  At  the same time,
special attention should be devoted to the aspects concerning increasing the moral
and pol i t ica l  b inding force o f  resolut ions  and to  the  crea t ion  of  a  s i tua t ion  tha t
would make possible concrete steps towards a limitation and reduction of military
p o t e n t i a l s 1 The Secretary-General could expresa in the report his own views on
progress in the disarmament process, i n  pa r t i cu l a r  a s  r ega rds  t he  ro l e  o f  the
United Nations. In the framework of preparat ion of  such a  repor t  the
Secre tary-Genera l  should  have the  poss ib i l i ty  to  conduct  consul ta t ions  wi th  the
pa r t i c i pan t s  i n  spec i f i c  d i s a rmamen t  nego t i a t i ons  and  t o  r ece ive  r egu l a r
information from them on the course of such negotiations.

1,. The  need  t o  achieve an improvement  in  the  s i tuat ion as  regards  i.l~plamentntior~
o f  Gene ra l  Assemb ly  r e so lu t i ons  cou ld  a l so  be  r e f l e c t ed  i n  t he  ac t i v i t i e s  c a r r i ed
out within the framewqork of the World Disarmament Campaign,

12, The Csechoslovsk Socialist  Republic favours the continuation and an expaneion
of const ruct ive  in ternat ional  d ia logue on these  i ssues  as  an  impor tant  s tep  towards
the  ac t ivat ion of efforts  by the  in ternat ional  communi ty  to  take  genuine  measures
leading to a limitation of armaments and disarmament,


