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The Permanent Representative of the Caechoslovak Socialist  Republic to the
Uni ted  Nat ions  presents  his compliments  to  the  Secretary-General  of  the  Uni ted
Nations, has the honour to transmit herewith the text of the Czechoslovak reply to
General Assembly resolution 42/39 E entitled "Regional disarmameart"  and kindly
reques ts  h im to  d is t r ibute  i t  as the  off icial  document  of  the  Genera l  Assembly
under  i tems 64,  65,  67 and 73 o f  the  provis ional  agenda.
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ANNEX

Gove-t  of CaechoalovEkia

1. The principal objective purzued by the Czechozlovak Socializt  Republic in
talks on diaarmaJllent  is a comprehensive programme of  gradual elimination of both
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction before the end of this century
together with substantial reductions i n  armed forces and conventional armaments,

2, I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e s e  e f fo r t e ,  t h e  C a e c h o s l o v a k  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c  a t t a c h e s
a major importance to implementation of regional and subregional disarmament
measures, which, although they cannot replace the proceao of general and complete
d i s a r m a m e n t ,  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o w a r d s  g l o b a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f
weapons 0.2 mass deztruction  and limitation and reduction of conventional
p o t e n t i a l s , Such meazurez can play a meaningful role in the process of reduction
of the risk of military confrontation and in the building up of confidence and
co -ope ra t i on  among  States  w i th  d i f f e r en t  po l i t i c a l  and  soc i a l  rrystemls,

3. The Czechoslovak Socia l i s t  Republ ic  fu l ly  respects  the  exis t ing
nuclear-weapon-free  aones and supports al l  rea l is t ic  proposals  for  the
es tabl ishment  of new ones  in different  par ts  of the world. Aa a  Eu ropean  S t a t e ,  i t
i s  e m i n e n t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  eztablishment  of  zuch z o n e s  o n  t h e  European c o n t i n e n t ,
This  would  be  conducive  to  the  s t rengthening of in ternat ional  zecurity and
s tabi l i ty ,  consol idat ion of the  dgime of non-prol i fera t ion of nuclear weapons and
enhancement of peaceful usea of nuclear energy.

4, Pursuant  to  the  appeal  for  opening di rec t  ta lks  on the es tabl ishment  of
nuclear-weapon-free  zones  in var ious  par ts  of  the  European cont inent  which the
States parties to the Warsaw Treaty addressed to the NATO States on 9 April 1986,
the Czechoslovak Socialist  Republic and the German Democratic Republic sent the
Government of the Federal Republic of Germany on 3 April 1987 a proposal to create
a  nuclear-weapon-free  corr idor  in  Centra l  Europe,

5. The Czechoslovak Government has been highly gratified to hear the statement
made by Mikhail Gorbachev in Prague in April 1987 on the Soviet Union’s readiness
to  withdraw from that  corr idor , o n  t h e  bas is  of  r ec ip roc i t y ,  a l l  nuc l ea r  fo r ce s  and
t o  r e s p e c t  t he  nuc l ea r -weapon- f r ee  s t a tu s  o f  the  co r r i do r ,

6,
u n t i l

Although the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has been taking,
now, a negat ive  s tand to  our  proposal , the  Caechoslovak Socia l i s t  Republ ic

b e l i e v e s  tha t  a f te r  t h e  s i g n i n g  a n d  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S o v i e t - U n i t e d
States  Treaty on the  e l iminat ion  of  medium and shorter-range missilen
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  t h i s  t ime ly  i n i t i a t i ve  ha s  g rown  to  be  o f  e v e n  grea te r
s i g n i f i c a n c e . Therefore, Czechozlovakia  will  continue to pursue i t  in all respects,

7, In the context of the lengthy protractions of the work on finalisation  of a
convention on a world-wide prohibition of chemical weapons and on their destruction,
the launching by the United States of  the manufacture of binary chemical weapons
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and the problems concerning their effective control,  Czechoslovakia is convinced
that the proposal for t h e  establishment of a chemical-weapon-free zone in Central
Europe az put  forward by the G o v e r n m e n t s  of the  Czechoslovak Socia l i s t  Republ ic  and
the German Democratic Republic in September 1985 is profoundly justified and has
not  los t  any of  i ts  urgency and timelinesb. On t he  con t r a ry ,  f u r the r  p ro l i f e r a t i on
of chemical weaponal w h e t h e r  along hor izonta l  or  ve r t i c a l  l i ne s ,  and t h e i r  u s e  i n
l o c a l  c o n f l i c t s  pose  a  g r a v e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  p e a c e - l o v i n g  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e i r
peoples , especially in area8  with extremely high concentration of population,
indust ry ,  t roops  and technologica l  equipment ,

8. Although the Government of the Federal Republic of Qermany  has refused direct
negot ia t ions  be tween the  partiee  concerned, the  Caechoslovak Socia l i s t  Republ ic  has
been gra t i f ied  a t  the  es tabl ishment  in February 1986 of a mechanism o f  t r i la tera l
consultations among the Czeohoalovak Socialist Republic, the German Democratic
Republic and the Federal Republic of Germany in Geneva at ambassadorial level,
Their agen&a covera both global and regional azpectz of prohibition and elimination
of chemical weaponar with  part icu lar  a t t e n t i o n  b e i n g  p a i d  t o  p o s z i b l e  a p p l i c a t i o n s
of  ve r i f i c a t i on  and  mon i to r i ng  meanure6,

9. With a view to activating the negotiations on global prohibition of chemical
weapons and proceeding further towards establishment of a chemical-weapon-free z o n e
i n  Centra l  Europe, the Government of  the Czechozlovak Socialist  Republic haz
expressed its readiness to start immediately and at any level talks on, as the case
may be, removal of chemical weapons from or refrainment from deploying them on the
territories of the Czechoslovak Socialist  Republic, the German Democratic Republic
and the Federal Republic of Germany, ad it has been called for by the Communist
Party of  Czechoslovakia , the Social is t  Unity Party of  Germany (SED) and the  Socia l
Democra t i c  Pa r ty  of Germar.y  (SPD) i n  t h e i r  j o i n t  s t a t e m e n t  on p r o h i b i t i o n  o f
chemical weapons of 6 April 1986, Czechoslovakia would welcome it if the other
European Sta tes ,  too, considered the possibili ty of becoming involved in this
i n i t i a t i v e . Doing 10 would  give  them,  in ter  ali&, the  r ight  to  moni tor  the  zone .

10. The Caechoslovak Socia l i s t  Republ ic  i s  convinced tha t  th is  t imely  s tep  of a
r e g i o n a l  n a t u r e  m i g h t  b e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  r e s o l v i n g  t h e  s t i l l  o p e n  p r o b l e m s  r e l a t i n g
t o  t h e  g l o b a l  c o n v e n t i o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e , The Czechoslovak
Socialist  Republic and the German Democratic Republic have recommended to use the
env i saged  aone aa a  “ l abora to ry” for testing of numerous practical measures,
especia l ly  those  concerning ver i f ica t ion of  refra inment  f rom manufacture  of
chemical  weapons  in the  c iv i l ian  chemical  indust ry .

11. At the Vienna talks on mutual reduction of armed forces and armaments in
Central Europe, the  Czechoslovak Socia l i s t  Republ ic  and i t s  a l l ies  have  been
constant ly  s t r iv ing to  reach agreement  on the  basis  of  equal i ty  of obl igat ions  and
undiminiohed  security for both parties. To this  end,  they have put  forward a
number  o f  h igh ly  cons t ruc t i ve  i n i t i a t i ve s  of  a  compromize  n a t u r e  s u g g e s t i n g  b o t h
s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  p a r t i a l  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  mi l i ta ry  p o t e n t i a l s  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s
d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e  t a l k s , inc luding proposals  for  a  symbol ic  reduct ion in
ground f o r c e s  and armaments of the Soviet Union and the United State?. However,
much to  our  regre t , we have to  state  that  15 year6 of  intensive ef.  ,rts have fa i led
to produce the expected results as envisaged in the balanced Fi~-a’. Communiqui
o f  1973,
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12. The Caechoslovak Socia l is t  Republ ic  i s  of the opinion that mil i tary
confrontation between the two politico-military blocs in Europe has become too
dangerous. As a State that was exposed to many a European war, including the
latest world war, i t  attachea  ex t r ao rd ina ry  impor t ance  to  s a f egua rd ing  l a s t i ng
secur i ty  on  the  European cont inent , The proposal for the establishment of a zone
of conf idence ,  co-opera t ion  and good-naighbourly  relations along the l ine  of
contact between the Warsaw Treaty States and the NATO States announced on
24 February 1988 by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist
Par ty  of Czechos lovak ia ,  Ml08 Jakeg, i s  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  f u r t h e r  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n
of the  a l l -European secur i ty  and co-opera t ion  process in  th is  very spir i t ,

13. The Czechoslovak Socialist  Republic is convinced that thir comprehensive
proposal responds to the aspirations of the peaae-loving State8 and encompasses all
the  m a i n  s p h e r e s  OR r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e m . In addit ion to  the  mil i tary  sphere ,
w h e r e ,  m, a aone cleared of the most dangerous kinds of offensive weapGn8
might be created, the proposal also envisages building up a mechanism of effective
p o l i t i c a l  d i a l o g u e ,  enhancing t h e  contractual  bas is  of  re la t ions  and broadening the
spectrum of mutually beneficial co-operation in the economic and environmental
f i e ld s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  the  humani tar ian  s p h e r e  a n d  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  of  c u l t u r e ,  s c i e n c e ,
education and public health, As far as geographical parameters are concerned, the
zone would reach to Northern, Central as well am Southern Europe,

3.4 I In  conclus ion, Lhe Cnechoslovak Socialirt  Republ ic  wishes  to  emphasize  tha t  i t
intends to put forward in the near future a project containing concrete suggestions
on the individuai spher Govered b y  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e , These should then become the
subject  of n e g o t i a t i o n s ,


