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INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST TRAFFIC IN DRUGS

PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES BETWEEN STATES

DEVELOPMENT AND STRENGTHENING OF GOOD-NEIGHBOURLINESS BETWEEN
STATES

I have the honour to transmit herewith (rrer annex) a copy of the communiqui of
the ninth meeting of the Confrrence  of Heads of Government of the Caribbean
Community held at Deep Bay, Antigua and Barbuda, from 4 to 8 July 1988, with the
request that i t  be circulated among Member States as an official document of the
Goners1  Assembly under items 4, 22, 29, 35, 36, 40, 40, 63, 64, 82, 83, 06, 98,
103, 130 and 137 of the provisional agenda,

(-1 Patrick A. LEWIS
Chargi d’affairor  a,i.
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ANNEX

m
t of held 0
- -  from 4 to .m.-ua lQ&B

The ninth meotinq of tho Conforonco of Horde of Government of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) was held at Deep Dry, Antigua and Barbuda, from 4 to
8 July lQS8, For the rocond rucco8rivo  year, and the cocond time in tho hirtory  of
the Confetenco, all member ltater were rrprerontrd at the low1 of their Heado of
Government, The Hoadr of Government in attendance were: Dr, thr Right Honourable
Vere Bird, Prime Miniator  of Antigua and Ilarbudar  tho Right Honourablo
Sir Lynden 0, Pindlinq, Primo Minister of the Bahamasr the Wonourrblo
L, Erskino  Sandiford, Prime Minister of Barbedoat  tho Right Honourable
Mrnuel Enquivol, Prime Minirtor of boliaer the Honourabl@ Mary Eugonir Charlor,
Prime Minirtor of Dominica, the Right Honourablo Herbert Blaioo,  Prime Minirtor of
Gronadar  Hi8 Excellency Hugh Dermond Hoyte, SIC., Preridont of Guyanar the Right
Honourable Edward Sraga, Primo Minirrtor of JamBiCaJ Honourable John Olbcrno, Chiof
Minirtor of Montrerratr  Dr, the Right Honourable Kennedy Simmondl, Prime Mhictrr
of St, Kittr and Nevir!  tho Right Honourablo John COmptOn, Prim0 Minirter of
8aint Lucia, the Right Honourablo James Mitchell, Prime Minirtor of St, Vincent and
tho Grenadinerr  and the Honourabla  A, N, RI Robinron,  Prime Minirtor of Trinidad
and Tobago,

Mr, Roderick  Rainford, Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community, chaired
the inaugural 8e88ion. Dr. the Right Honourable Vere Rird, Prime Minirter of
Antigua and Barbuda, del ivered the opening  addre88, Pr ime Minirter  Bird re tor ted
to the launching of the Caribbean Free Trade Area (CARIFTA) in Antigua and Barbuda
23 year8 earlier by himself  and then Prime Minister8 Barrow and Burnham “with the
purpose  of rebui ld ing Car ibbean unity”, He traced the growth in the membership  of
C&RIFT&,  it8 advance into the Caribbean Community, the e8tabli8hment  of the
Caribbean Development  Bank and the formation of 8UbregiOnal organizationr  among the
Loeward 8nd Windward Islands,

The Prime Minister added1 “When I reflect on my almort  50 year8 of
aacociation  wjth the hi8tory  of the Caribbean, when I think of the mrn with whom I
rat in Council shaping the direction of the region, when I conrrider tho long and
hard road we travelled, I have no tlljubt that the ambition f o r  a West Indian nation,
which my generation inherited in the 19408 from Marryehow  and Rawle, was right. 1
alro have no doubt that it remain8 right for thir generation to maintain, a8 a
dorrirable  goal, the prospect of a vibrant Caribbean nation in the future,”

Speecherr  were also delivered by tho Right Honourable Sir Lyndon 0, Pindling,
Prime Minirter of the Bahama81  the Honourable L, Errkino  Sandiford, Prime Minirtrr
of Barbadorrl the Right Honourable Manuel Esquivel,  Prime Minirtor of Ueliter  ond
the Right Honoursble  Herbert Blaise, Prime Miniltor  of Grenada,
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The Conforrnce  rent a cablr to the member8 of the Wert Indian cricket toam,
congratulating them on the way in which they had brought pride to the region
through their victory in the Third Tort Match qainrt England at Old Trafford,

The Meeting received mrrrager of greeting8 and congratulation8 from
Wir Excellency  Sir Shridath Ramphal, Secretary-General of the Commonwealths
Hi8 Excellency Mr. Daniel Ortega Saavedra, Prerident of Nicaraguar  Hi8 Excellency
Mr, Ramrawack ShankRr,  Prerident of Suriname1 Hi8 Excellency  Mr, Loo Tindrmanr,
Minirter  of External Affair8 of Belgiumt Mr. Mortafa K, Tolba, Executive Director
of the United Nation8 Envirmmrnt  ProgrammeJ and Mr, Yver Renard, Prerident of the
Caribbean Conrervation  Arrociation.

DEVELOPMENTS 1N THE COMMUNITY

The Head8 of Qovernment reviewed the development8 in the economiee of the
region during 1987 and were heartened by the rignr of positive economic growth in
moat member States, They were concerned, however, that some member State8
continued to experience difficultier  with balance of paymentr,  external debt and
debt rervicing, They obrerved t h a t ,  while effort8 toward@  rertructuring  the
economies and improving national economic management had begun to rhow rigns of
progrerr # the external environment rtill played a decirive role in determining the
performance of the regional economy, They recognised, themfore, that the
relatively reasonable performance in 1987 provided n o  opportunity f o r  a relaxation
of policy and effort,

The Heads alro exprerred ratirfaction  at the improvement in intraregional
t r a d e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  la8t y e a r , They noted the recent action taken by some member
States to remove the bartier to the flow of trade within the region, and
reiterated their commitment to a return to free and unreotricted  trade within the
Common Market, in accordance with the provirio..!r  of the Annox  to the Treaty, with
affect from 1 October 1988, taking into account there circumrtancer  which might
require specia l  t rea tment ,

The Heads of Government were encouraged by the step8 being taken to strengthen
the institutional arrangements in the Community for the promotion of regional
indurtrial  development, In thir context, the Conference welcomed the poritive
8teps  taken to e8tabli8h  the CARICOM Enterprirre  Rigime, which would come into force
a8 noon a8 two more ratification8 were obtained, and welcomed the strong interest
of the private sector in that Agreement,

They further noted that Guyana, Jamaica and Montserrat had aloo signed the
Protocol for the CARICOM Indurtrial  Programming Scheme,

The Conferwee  agreed to declare 1990 the “Year of CARICOM Increased Food
Production”, with particular empharir  on the implementation of the relevant
national and regional programmer and projects,
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The Hoads of Qovernmrnt reiterated their aommitment to thr protection of tho
Caribbean environment, Without projudioe to the right of each State to purruo its
own national development goals as it deemod apgropriatr,  they undertook to pay
greater attention to l nvironrnrntal oOnSidOratiOn8 fin the formulation of development
polioio8,  planr a n d  programmo8.

The Conferrnoe roaffirmcrd the nerd f o r  export credit and  insurance facilitie8
to rugport the rogion'r drive to inoroaee non-traditional l xportr, but agreod to
dofor, for the time being, thr rrtablirhm~nt of the Caribbran Export Bank as an
indrpendont r eg iona l  inst i tut ion, They agreed instead to request the Caribbean
Development Bank to oonrider establi8hinq a faoility to provide export arodit  in
priority aroa$ and to mobilise  the neaerrary  fundr for the operation of that
faallity.

The Conferonae noted the draft air transportation agreement between
Qovernmentr of CARICOM Itates and the United Kingdom, tabled by the Government of
Trinidad and Tobago and was informed that the Ooverxamrnt  of the United Kinqdorr,  had
circulated a draft agrooment to some of the Eaatern Caribbean Qovernmrnts,

The Conferenoe agreed that a meeting of the Eastern Caribbean Oovernmente
would be convened at the Ministerial level to diSCUS the two drafts and to arrive
at a  c o m m o n  n e g o t i a t i o n  po8ition,

Head@  of Government commended the progress made towards the implementation of
the Regional Programme for Drug Abuse Abatement and Control and mdorred the
direction the Proqrammo had taken so far,

In particular, they welcomed the asrirtanco being given by the European
Economic Community to carry forward, in a timely manner, regiona:  activities in
preventive education and public information, They noted that support might be
forthcoming from other donors for activit~mr in law enforcement training. They
recalled that there areas had been idontifiod  for priority  attention by their
eighth mrrting,

Head8 of Government reaffirmrd  their total commitment to the fight against
drug abuse in the tOgiOn and against all illegal trafficking in drUg8, whether
within the Caribbean or beyond, They expressed their willingne8o  to co-operate
with other aountrioe for the l stabli8hment of internationally acceptable mechanirmr
to bring offender8 to justice.
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Heads of Government, however, voiced deep concern regarding the inadequate
level of effectiveness of campaigns by major consumer societies  against drug users
within their own borders, It is the unanimous view that the battle againet
dangerous drug8 cannot be successful without an effective CampaiQn  again8t users,
involving education, surveillance and interdiction, as well as the eradication of
the production of dangerous drugs in major consumer countrie8.

The Conference endorsed the Regional Science and Technology Policy approved by
thr Standing Committee of Minister8 responsible for Science and Technology hnd
noted that the Policy gave priority to the training of our humen resourcesJ  applied
research and development in areas to improve agricultural productionr  linking
research and development with the productive and services rectors and the
profitable development of the natural resources of the region) the enhancement of
sypteme, including trlrcommunicationr, to enable the acquisition and exchange of
technology information in the region) and greater efficiency in the acquisition and
in the use of trchnology,

The C o n f e r e n c e  agreed that the Regional Science and Technology Policy should
be regarded as a high priority and mandated the Standing Committee of MiniStarS
responsible for Science and Technology to continue its deliberation8 on the
implementation of the Regional Science and Technology Policy,

The Conference received and noted a status report on the review of the
functioning of regional orgcnizationr  and of the programmes adminititerrd  by the
Caribbean Community Secretariat. The Conference agreed that the review, which
would exclude the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)  as well as the Caribbean
Agricul tural  Rosearch  and Development  Ins t i tu te  (CARD11 and the  Car ibbean
Agricultural and Rural Development Advisory and Training Service (CARDATS),  would
examine the objective8 and performance of the organizations  and the Secretariat and
make recommendation8 on the most cost-effective mean8  of attaining the agreed
o b j e c t i v e s ,

The Heads received a progress report on the CARIFESTA programme and approved
the recommendations formulated by th& seventh  meeting of the Standing Committee of
Ministers  responsible  for Education, The Heads agreed that a meeting of Ministers
responsible for Culture should  be convened in Jamaica to determine the most
cos t - e f f ec t i ve  and  cu l t u r a l l y  bene f i c i a l  s t r uc tu re  fo r  p romot ing  fu tu re  CARIFESTAs,
beginning with the CARIFESTA to be held in Jamaica in 1989,

The  Conference noted  the  impor tant  ro le  being  plnyc~l by the  tollti:;t:  industry
in the economies of a growing number of CARICOM member St.:ltxs. T!lCf ffr.facls of
G o v e r n m e n t  recognised  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  l i n k a g e s  between  to!l~i:jtll  ant1 ;:u(:h (:1:ht?1  acxtors
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a8 agrioulture  and tranrport, rnd the  va lue  of increared  co-opera t ion  i n  thir wea
emong member Water, To thir end, the C o n f e r e n c e  agreed t o  a propooal by the
Qovernment of beliee for the establishment of a Standing Committee of Ministers
rerponrible for Touriem aa an Inrtitution of the Community.

PRESIDENCY OF THE UNITED NATIONS QENERAL  ASSEMBLY

The Hoadr of Qovernment reaffirmed their rponrorrhip of the candidatura of
Dame Nita 8arrow for l leotion to the Presidency of the forty-third remion of the
United Netione Qeneral  Aaeombly, and pledged their continued effort8 to eecure hat
elootion  to that poeition,

They emphaalred thrt no CARICOM country had ever reprerrnted the Latin
kneriorn and Caribbean Oroug in that capacity, They etrerred the principle of
fairnere and equitable dirtribution  and erprerred the wish that con~ensuc  might
eoon be rohieved within the Latin lunerican and Caribbean Qtoup on thia matter, to
demonrtrrte regional ooherion and rtrenqthen regional relations in which the rtrong
derire of all CARICOM oountriee to play their rightful part within the United
Wationr eyetem will be fully rralired,

EXTERNAL RELATION8 OF THE COMMUNITY

The Head8 of Qovernment reviewed the Community’r  relations with Latin knetica
during the part yaarr and reaffirmed their &mire to rtrengthen there rrlatione,
particularly in the areaa of trade and economic co-operation,

They noted thrt all CARICOM Stateo momberr of the Organisation of knerican
Water (OAS) had ratified the Protocol of Cartagena which 18 derignrd to permit the
entry of Belise and Quyana to OAS, The Headr urged thosr OAS member State@ which
have not yet done eo to ratify the Protocol at the earliert  oppsrtunity,

The Headr of Qovernment oxpreered  ratirfaction with thr recent political
drvelopmentr  in Suriname and welcomed that country’s return to repreaentativo
democrecy. They exprerred the i r  support  f o r  Surinamr’e  effort6  t o  o b t a i n
international arrirtance within I framework of national aoveroignty,  for the
fulfilment of its development arpirationr.

Having reviewed the operation8 of CARIBCAN, the Conference agreed on a ret of
proporala  derlqned  to improve the commercial arpectr of the arrangement end
reiterated itr appeal to the Qovernment of Canada to introduce an effective
inveatmont component into the arrangement,
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The  C o n f e r e n c e  diecursed the recent developments relating to the Caribbean
Barin Ini t iat ive  (CM), Heada of Qovernment noted that a nur;,ber of reviews of CBI
had been conducted by viriting United States congressional missions during 1987,
They obrorved that there mirsione  had corro”orated  their own assessment that, while
CBI had the potential  to contribute positively to economic development in the
region, actual yrformance had fallen below expectations, primarily because the
exis t ing  legislation had f a i l ed  t o  dea l  adequa t e ly  w i th  c r i t i c a l  a r ea s  such  a s
inveatment and financial aariatance, and had excluded several products in which the
region had a production capacity and aleo because of protrctionirt meaeurea
introduced or threatened from time to time, The Heads of Government further
obrerved that actions, such ar the reduction in the sugar quotas and administrative
and legielative meaauree againrt CBI products, have crrated an atmosphere of
uncertainty for both trade and investment,

The Heads of Qovernment  therefore wrlcomod the introduction of new legislation
aimed at correcting some of thear deficiencies, and rxprersed the hope that the
Billr would receive the support of Congress and the Administration, and would be
parsed in a form derigned to make the maximum contribution to improv!.ng  the overall
impact of CBI,

The Conference reviewed the performance of the region under the Lomb  III
Convention, They enpressed  concern at the low pact? of implementation of the
financial arriatanco  programme under this Conventioll, p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o
the regional programme, Thry noted the developments in Europe towards the creation
of a ringlo  European market by 1992 and expressed grave concern at the possible
impact on Caribbean exporta  especially bananas, to this market. They accordingly
noted the mandate from the Common Market Council for the Secretariat to undertake a
study on the probable impact of this development on the Caribbean, The Heads of
G o v e r n m e n t  agreed to  keep the  s i tua t ion  under  review.

The Hoada also  noted that  the  negot ia t ions  for  the  Successor  Arrangement  to
Lome  III would be launched in October 1988 snJ endorsed the Caribbean position for
these negotiations,

The Conference expressed satisfaction with, and gave encouragement to, the
efforts being made by the region, through CDB, to  mobilise  concess ionary and
convent ional  f inancing f rom Japan and to  open up jo in t  venture  avenues  wi th  tha t
country . T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  a n  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s ,

WIDENING OF THE COMMUNITY

The Heads of Government welcomed the interest shown by a n?rmher  o f  States and
organisations in oatabl!ahing formal relations with the Caribbean Community.
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They noted thr rtetement of the Chief Minister of Anguilla  of his country's
intention to consider applying for membership in the Community,

The Heads agreed to the participation of Suriname as an observer in the
deliberationa of the Standing Committee of Miniatera reaponaible for Transportation,

They agreed to  the par t ic ipat ion  of the  Nether lands  Ant i l les  as  observers  in
the deliberationa of the Conference of Miniatera reaponrible for Health and of the
Standing Committees of Ministers reaponaible for Agriculture, Education, Labour,
Science and Tochnoloqy, and Transportation,

The Conference considered a letter from the Turks and Caicos Islands
requesting a discussion on that country’s links witn the Community, agreed to the
commencement of those diacuaaiona and directed that a report on the matter be
presented at its tenth meeting,

The Conference also ayreed to grant to the West Indies Jayceea Liaison Statue
with the Caribbean Community Secretariat, thus entitling that organisation to
regular consultation with the Secretariat with a view to the involvement of the
Jaycees in appropriate Community programmea

CARICOM INTO THE YEAR 2000

The Heads of Qovernment considered the report that they had commiraioned on
the development prospects of the Caribbean region to the year 2000. They noted
that the report assessed the prospects Zor the Caribbean againat the backdrop of
the fundamental structural changes taking place in the financial, technological,
geopolitical and other aspects of the global environment, and the expanding working
age popula t ion of  the  region.

The  Heado  recognised that  those changes , while creating uncertainty and major
chal lenges , also provided opportunities to foster development, They further
recognired  thst s number of policy issues needed to be resolved to enable Caribbean
economies to be more competitive by the twenty-first century,

The Heads reaffirmed their commitment to seek higher levels of national
economic performance, accelerated human resource davelopment  and increasad
employment opportunities, and to improve the range, price and quality of regional
products , They observed, however, that  an in tens i f ica t ion  of regional co-operation
and co-ordination would enhance the attainment of these objectives.

They alao observed that development, in the preaant circumstances, would
require the combined effort of government, academia, labour and the private
sector, They therefore agraed that the report should be subjected to broad-bared
discussions in each member State to arrive at a national understanding on a future
p lan  o f  a c t i on , Heads agreed to a similar process at the regional level which
would seek to distil ,  from the various national reviews, a plan of action for the
region,
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Hoads of Government publicly recoqniae the arri8trnce given by the
Commonwealth Secretariat and tha Univorrity  of the West Indies in undertaking the
rtudy, and the work of tk team, co-ordinate8 by Profesror do;Arno,  that prepared
the report.

LAW OF THE SEA

The Head8 underrcored the importance they attach to the United Nation8
Convention  on the Law of the Sea, They roiterated  the hope that it may 8oon enter
into form and urged rll State8 which had not yet done 80, to ratify that
COnVOntion  a8 lOOn aa pO88ible.

The Hoad8  noted with ratirfaction the progrerr  being made in the work of the
Prepnr8tory Comrnirlsion  for the International Sea-Bed Authority and for the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea,

They endorsed a progrnmrne  of action for the coming year in relation to the
propore for co-operation among member Stateo, in rerpect of acce88 to their
firhrri88  gone8 and manrgament of their exclulive  economic  sonoB*

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES

In their review c’ *dribbean  development within the context of the changing
global environment, the Head8 of Government noted the uncertainties faced by the
region  i n  b o t h  t h e  t r a d i n g  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  8phere8. They obarrved that Caribbean
countriecl faced difficultier in obtaining acce88 to international finance,
particularly in the light of the reduced availability of loan financing and the
incrra8ed  cost of debt finnnCee They further noted that the threat of graduation
from assistance from the multilateral development financial institutions created
greater uncrrtai;Atira about the future financing of Caribbean development, They
recognised that , while there wa8 a need to improve their internal financial
management, inflow8 of finanCia1 arsietmce  on re88Onable  terms ‘lnd conditions were
stil l  required from the international financial community.

They called upon the international  community to giv9 more sympathetic
treatment t.~ the problems of emall  developing countries of the Caribbean.

Heado  of Government con8idered  the serious economic and financial difficulties
now being faced by Tr inidad and Tobago as a resul t  of  the  col lapse  of  wor ld  o i l
prices and took note of the fee:: that both international financial institutions al;d
bilateral aid donors seemed not to be seized of the urgency and importance of thexo
problem8, not only to Trinidad and Tobago, but also to CARICOM as a whole, They
recalled that, during that country’s oil boom, Trinidad and Tobago had provided the
other CARICOM countrios  with significant amounts of financial inflow8 and buoyant
markets for good8 and 8ervice8. They therefore  ca l led  upon the  re levant
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n 8  and  b i l a t e r a l  a id  d o n o r s  t o  p r o v i d e  e x t e r n a l
inf lows,  adequate  in  volume and on appropr ia te ly  concess ional  terms,  to  Tr in idad
and Tobago to  fac i l i ta te  the  ongoing proce88  of adjustment  and ewnomic  recovery in
tha t  coun t ry .
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With relrpect t, ;;rado, the Headr obrerved that the Caribbean countrier  all h&d
an interest in the attrinment of n rtrblo and rquitrble internrtionrl trrdr and
economic environment , They looked forward to a poritivr outcome of the Uruguay
Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiation8 which would further strengthen the
intOrnntiOnn1  trading syrtem rnd mrke it more rorrponrivo to the need8 of developing
COUntrie8  ouch a8 thO8e in t h e  Ceribborn,

Thr Heada noted sever81 important initirtivor  being t&Icon within the
intrrnrtional sy(rtem  to otrongthen  and forter the ;zowth of routh-8outh  trade.  In
thi8  connection, the Conference noted the signature by two member Strter - Guyana
and Trinidnd  and Tobago - in April 1988, of the Frunework Agreement ortrblirhing
the Globe1 Syrtem of Trade Proferencer  among Developing Countrierr  (GSTP),  The
Conference rreffirmed thr commitment to member Strtes  to thir offort rt
celf-reliance  through economic co-operation by the Group of 77, and looked forward
to the launching of the Second Round of Negotiation8 under GSTP,  in which fuller
prrticipntion  by CARICOM member Strter w&8 anticipated.

The Conference oxprersed its support for the Objective8  and the work of the
South Commisalon and noted that member St&tea would mrke individurl  voluntnry
finnncirl  pledger to the Commisrion,

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HEMXSPKERE

Heads noted with retirfnction the deVOlOpmOnt8  now t&king place in 801isr’r
relation8 with tho Republic of Guatomela, They wrlcomed the formation of the Joint
Commission  of Official8 of both Government8 with the additional participation of
the United Kingdom charged with the preparation of a comprehenrive draft treety
which will provide a ju8t a.ld honoursble  rrolution  to the long-standing difficultior
between them,

HaacIs rotiffirmod  thoir full support for Belize’8 independence and territorial
i n t e g r i t y , They al8a reaffirmed their full raupport for the new initiative8 towards
negotiating a settlernont  that will  not include lnnd ce88ion on the part of Belize.

Heads called upon the Government of the United Kingdom to continue to give
Belise  a l l  the  suPport  necessary to  ac?ievo  n no lu t ion  that  wil l  eneble  Belize and
Guatemala to devolup  normal peaceful bilateral relations, as should exist between
neighbouring sovereign and independent countries.

The Heads welcomed tha continued improvement in relbt.iono botwoon Guyana nnd
Venosuelo,  as demonstrated in the expanding nnd deepening  network of bilrteral
co-opcretion.

With rtlyard tu t h e  contr~vara~  bet.woon  t h e  t w o  countrier,  t h e  H e a d 8  al80 noted
tht! 1 (.!it(?rlxt  ionr by the ProsiQonts  of Guynne and Venoeuela,  of their determination



to ao-operate fully with the Searotary-Conoral  of thr United Nations in the
fulfilment of ths mandato  given him by Article IV(i) of tho Qeneva Agroomont,

Tho Conforonce aommondod tho offorts being made by tho Qovernmonts and pooplor
of Contra1 America to bring peace to that rubregion, within the framowcrk of the
Eaquipulas  II and Sapoa Ac~ordrm The Head8 of Oovornmont onaouraged the
aontinuation of those offorts and called for maximum intornational rugport for thorn,

Thoy rogardod thoso initiativor, togothor with similar initiativea in other
parta of tho region, an evidrnao  of both the dotormination and tho ability of the
pooplee  of tho Caribbean and Latin Ameriaa to doviro  thrir own solutions to thoir
problems.

The Hoada roitesatod  their aall for a political solution to tho prlblemu in
Central knoriaa on the barir of full rorgoat for tho prina’plor  of indopondenco,
sovereignty  and non-intorforenco in the internal affair8 of Itator,

Tho Conforonco took noto of the rgraial  plan of l aonomia ao-ogorrtion for
Contrrl America approved by tho United Nationr , and wab particularly plOa8Od at the
inclurion  of Eolias in the plan,

Tho Head8 of Oovornmont roviowod tho rocont dovelopmonts  in Panama and
roaffirmod the sovoroign right of tho Panamanian p00p10 to dotormino thoir own
dortiny, froo from external proseurosr

INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ISSUES

The Hoade notod with much concorn the dangorour riturtion  existing in southern
Africa, which constituted a throat to peace and reaurity,  both in that region and
boyond i t . They recognized that at the aore of this rituation  lay the racist
Protoria rigime and thr means by which it rookr to onruro the perpetuation of white
minority rule in South Africa and Namibia,

They viewed  with alarm the recent mrasures adopted by tho Pretorie  regime in
its continued attempt to rrtiflo all opposition to -Mr ruch aa tho inrulat;on
of tho country from scrutiny by tho international  press and the banning of
anti-raar_thU  organisations, They deplored  the prOpOsOd judicial murder of the
Sharpovillo  Six and the eaaaaainetion of Dulcio  September in Paris,

They pointod out that such actions gavr furthor confirmation of the r/gimo’s
insistonco on the promrvstion of white minority rulo at all Costa,  and oC the
absonco of my daaire for a psacoful  mettlemont,
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The Head8  reaffirrl1od their @upport for the jurt atruqglo of tho opprrcrod
pooplear of louth Africa and Namibia, who remain undotorred in 8pitO of the
intrnrifiod brutality of tho Pretoria rdgimo, Thoy roiteratod their call for thoro
poop10 to enjoy their inalionablo right to live in froodom and dignity,

In this L-cqard, they oxprrr8od rugport for tho aurront dialoguo aimed at the
withdrawal of Icuth African troops from Angola and for tho indopndonce of Namibia,
in accordance with Soaurity Counoil rraolution  435 (19781, and oxprerrod the hOgO
that the momentum begun would continua without interrUptiOna

The Hmde,  while recognlbq thr widening rrupport that the rtruggle w&a
gaining internationally, oallod upon the international oornmunity  to maintain itr
vigilance and to intanrify premaurrr on the Pretoria rdqime for the early
dirmantling  of the abhorrent rystom of m, and for tho uahoring in of a
rigimo of poaco, freedom and jurtico in aouthorn Africa.

The Head8 alro called for tho deaponing and widening of thr uao of ranctionr
which, on the bar18 of factual data relating to tho drclino of tho South Africrn
economy, ir a moot effective strategy to bring South Africa to tho negotiating
tablo,

The Herdr recalled that on lb July next, Nol8on Mandsla will bo colobrating
hir reventieth birthday and that 1988 mark8 tho twenty-rixth year of hie phyrical
captivity, They formulated rlncrrert wishar  to him on the occasion  of hir birthday
and ronowod their call  for his immediate  and unconditional relerre,

The Heads rovirwod tha aurront rtatua of tho International  Convention against
&.@g.tbhd in Sport, which wao adopted by the Unitod Nationr Gonoral Asrembly on
10 December 1965, They urged all State8 which had not already done 10 to take tho
necosrary otepe, aa a matter of urgoncyl to brcomo partier to tho Convontion, which
camo into force on 3 April 1388,

The Hoedo  o f  Governmont n o t e d  that, rinco their lart meeting, tho oituation in
thr Middle East had deteriorated, Thoy regrottod the aburo of human rights and the
loam  of life associated with tho UphOaValB in the occupied torritorios,

’Thin omphariaer the nood for a conference for peace aa called for by the
United  Nations for finding a jurt and lartinq  ~otthmont to the Middle Eart
quortion  guaranteeing the right of all Btater and p00p1es in tho wgion to exist in
puace within rocognirrd and mocuro bordorr,

The  Heads of Oovrrnmrnt  exprorrod  their radnorr  at tho marrive  1088  of life
occarionod by tho worroning rituation in thr gulf, They called upon fran and Iraq
to use all available moanr to arrivo at an oarly roralution of the conflll*  .
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Tho Confrronoo roaordod ita oxtremo dismay at ths reaont shooting down of an
Iranian aivilian altaraft. Tho Roads oxprorrod sympathy, on bohalf of the peoplor
of tho Caribboaa Community, to the rolativer of the docoarod.

The Hoadr woloomod the Qonova Agroomont, Thoy called for the rtrict
implomontation of the Agroomont by all partios concerned 80 aa to onruro the
rostoration  of aonditionr of peace and stability in tho region,

Aoviewing the currant state of international relations, the Hsadr exprorrod
tha virw that the now tendency that appeared to bo dovoloping in relation8 between
tho Unitod Stat08  and tho Soviet Union held the promise of reducing tension, not
only botwoon there two oountrios, but internationally  ar well. In thir regard,
thoy wore l naouragad by thr conclurion of thr intormodiate nuclear forcer (INF)
Troaty banning intormodiato-rango nuoloar weaponr  from Europe,

Tho Wada oxgrorrrd  the hop0 that this limited disarmamont initiative and tho
now alimato  of undorrtanding accompanying it, and its further manifestation In the
rocont Moscow Summit, would together lead to the croation of an atmosphore in which
disarmament  agroomentr of wider application could be concluded,

Notwithstanding the disappointing results of the third rpocial  session of the
Unitod Nation8 dovotod to disarmament, the Heado urged the continuation of tho now
direction  in rolationr  botweon tho super-Powers as an important and welcome
contribution to tho quest for disarmament, particularly in its nuclear aspect, and
tho strongthoning  o f  intornational  securi ty in general ,

The Hoads of aovornment affirmed their support for the Saharawl Arab
Democratic Republic and the right of the people of that Republic  to
self-determination  a n d  indopendonce in  accordance  wi th  tho  re levant  resolut ions  of
tho United Nation@ and of the Organisation of African Unity and called upon Morocco
and the Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic  to negotiate a just and lasting solution
t o  the conflict in the Wostorn Sahara.

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING

Tho Hoadr of GOVOrtimOnt wero ploasod to accept  tho offor by the Governmont of
Orenoda  to host the tenth moeting of the Conference, which should opon on the
ovoning of 3 July 1989 and continue until 7 July 1989. Tho Roads also ecceptod tho
oCfor  of Dominica to host the 11th mooting of tho Conforonco in 1990,
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INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST TRAFFIC IN DRUGS

PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES BETWEEN STATES

DEVELOPMENT AND STRENGTHENING OF GOOD-NEIGHBOURLINESS BETWEEN
STATES

I have the honour to transmit herewith (rrer annex) a copy of the communiqui of
the ninth meeting of the Confrrence  of Heads of Government of the Caribbean
Community held at Deep Bay, Antigua and Barbuda, from 4 to 8 July 1988, with the
request that it be circulated among Member States as an official document of the
Goners1  Assembly under items 4, 22, 29, 35, 36, 40, 40, 63, 64, 82, 83, 06, 98,
103, 130 and 137 of the provisional agenda,

(-1 Patrick A. LEWIS
Chargi d’affairor  a,i.
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ANNEX

m
t of held 0
- -  from 4 to .m.-ua lQ&B

The ninth meotinq of tho Conforonco of Horde of Government of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM)  was held at Deep Dry, Antigua and Barbuda, from 4 to
8 July lQS8, For the rocond rucco8rivo  year, and the cocond time in tho hirtory  of
the Confetenco, all member ltater were rrprerontrd at the low1 of their Heado of
Government, The Hoadr of Government in attendance were: Dr, thr Right Honourable
Vere Bird, Prime Miniator of Antigua and Ilarbudar tho Right Honourablo
Sir Lynden 0, Pindlinq, Primo Minister of the Bahamasr the Wonourrblo
L, Erskino  Sandiford, Prime Minister of Barbedoat tho Right Honourable
Mrnuel Enquivol, Prime Minirtor of boliaer the Honourabl@ Mary Eugonir Charlor,
Prime Minirtor of Dominica, the Right Honourablo Herbert Blaioo,  Prime Minirtor of
Gronadar  Hi8 Excellency Hugh Dermond Hoyte, SIC., Preridont of Guyanar the Right
Honourable Edward Sraga, Primo Minirrtor  of JamBiCaJ Honourable John Olbcrno, Chiof
Minirtor of Montrerratr  Dr, the Right Honourable Kennedy Simmondl, Prime Mhictrr
of St, Kittr and Nevir!  tho Right Honourablo John COmptOn, Prim0 Minirter of
8aint Lucia, the Right Honourablo James Mitchell, Prime Minirtor of St, Vincent and
tho Grenadinerr  and the Honourabla  A, N, RI Rob inron ,  Prime Minirtor of Trinidad
and Tobago,

Mr, Roderick  Rainford, Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community, chaired
the inaugural 8e88ion. Dr. the Right Honourable Vere Rird, Prime Minirter of
Antigua and Barbuda, del ivered the opening  addre88, Pr ime Minirter  Bird re tor ted
to the launching of the Caribbean Free Trade Area (CARIFTA) in Antigua and Barbuda
23 year8 earlier by himself  and then Prime Minister8 Barrow and Burnham “with the
purpose  of rebui ld ing Car ibbean unity”, He traced the growth in the membership  of
C&RIFT&,  it8 advance into the Caribbean Community, the e8tabli8hment  of the
Caribbean Development  Bank and the formation of 8UbregiOnal organizationr  among the
Loeward 8nd Windward Islands,

The Prime Minister added1 “When I reflect on my almort  50 year8 of
aacociation  wjth the hi8tory  of the Caribbean, when I think of the mrn with whom I
rat in Council shaping the direction of the region, when I conrrider tho long and
hard road we travelled, I have no tlljubt that the ambition f o r  a West Indian nation,
which my generation inherited in the 19408 from Marryehow  and Rawle, was right. 1
alro have no doubt that it remain8 right for thir generation to maintain, a8 a
dorrirable  goal, the prospect of a vibrant Caribbean nation in the future,”

Speecherr  were also delivered by tho Right Honourable Sir Lyndon 0, Pindling,
Prime Minirter of the Bahama81  the Honourable L, Errkino  Sandiford, Prime Minirtrr
of Barbadorrl the Right Honourable Manuel Esquivel,  Prime Minirtor of Ueliter  ond
the Right Honoursble  Herbert Blaise, Prime Miniltor  of Grenada,
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The Conforrnce rent a cablr to the member8 of the Wert Indian cricket toam,
congratulating them on the way in which they had brought pride to the region
through their victory in the Third Tort Match qainrt England at Old Trafford,

The Meeting received mrrrager of greeting8 and congratulation8 from
Wir Excellency  Sir Shridath Ramphal, Secretary-General of the Commonwealths
Hi8 Excellency Mr. Daniel Ortega Saavedra, Prerident of Nicaraguar  Hi8 Excellency
Mr, Ramrawack ShankRr, Prerident of Suriname1 Hi8 Excellency  Mr, Loo Tindrmanr,
Minirter  of External Affair8 of Belgiumt Mr. Mortafa K, Tolba, Executive Director
of the United Nation8 Envirmmrnt  ProgrammeJ and Mr, Yver Renard, Prerident of the
Caribbean Conrervation Arrociation.

DEVELOPMENTS 1N THE COMMUNITY

The Head8 of Qovernment  reviewed the development8 in the economiee of the
region during 1987 and were heartened by the rignr of positive economic growth in
moat member States, They were concerned, however, that some member State8
continued to experience difficultier with balance of paymentr,  external debt and
debt rervicing, They obrerved t h a t ,  while effort8 toward@ rertructuring  the
economies and improving national economic management had begun to rhow rigns of
progrerr # the external environment rtill played a decirive role in determining the
performance of the regional economy, They recognised, themfore, that the
relatively reasonable performance in 1987 provided n o  opportunity f o r  a relaxation
of policy and effort,

The Heads alro exprerred ratirfaction  at the improvement in intraregional
t r a d e  recorded  in  the  la8t y e a r , They noted the recent action taken by some member
States to remove the bartier to the flow of trade within the region, and
reiterated their commitment to a return to free and unreotricted  trade within the
Common Market, in accordance with the provirio..!r  of the Annox  to the Treaty, with
affect from 1 October 1988, taking into account there circumrtancer  which might
require specia l  t rea tment ,

The Heads of Government were encouraged by the step8 being taken to strengthen
the institutional arrangements in the Community for the promotion of regional
indurtrial  development, In thir context, the Conference welcomed the poritive
8teps  taken to e8tabli8h  the CARICOM Enterprirre  Rigime, which would come into force
a8 noon a8 two more ratification8 were obtained, and welcomed the strong interest
of the private sector in that Agreement,

They further noted that Guyana, Jamaica and Montserrat had aloo signed the
Protocol for the CARICOM Indurtrial  Programming Scheme,

The Conferwee  agreed to declare 1990 the “Year of CARICOM Increased Food
Production”, with particular empharir  on the implementation of the relevant
national and regional programmer and projects,
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The Hoads of Qovernmrnt reiterated their aommitment to thr protection of tho
Caribbean environment, Without projudioe to the right of each State to purruo its
own national development goals as it deemod apgropriatr,  they undertook to pay
greater attention to l nvironrnrntal oOnSidOratiOn8 fin the formulation of development
polioio8,  planr and programmo8.

The Conferrnoe roaffirmcrd the nerd f o r  export credit and  insurance facilitie8
to rugport the rogion'r drive to inoroaee non-traditional l xportr, but agreod to
dofor, for the time being, thr rrtablirhm~nt of the Caribbran Export Bank as an
indrpendont regional institution, They agreed instead to request the Caribbean
Development Bank to oonrider establi8hinq a faoility to provide export arodit  in
priority aroa$ and to mobilise  the neaerrary  fundr for the operation of that
faallity.

The Conferonae noted the draft air transportation agreement between
Qovernmentr of CARICOM Itates and the United Kingdom, tabled by the Government of
Trinidad and Tobago and was informed that the Ooverxamrnt  of the United Kinqdorr,  had
circulated a draft agrooment to some of the Eaatern Caribbean Qovernmrnts,

The Conferenoe agreed that a meeting of the Eastern Caribbean Oovernmente
would be convened at the Ministerial level to diSCUS the two drafts and to arrive
at a  c o m m o n  n e g o t i a t i o n  po8ition,

Head@  of Government commended the progress made towards the implementation of
the Regional Programme for Drug Abuse Abatement and Control and mdorred the
direction the Proqrammo had taken so far,

In particular, they welcomed the asrirtanco being given by the European
Economic Community to carry forward, in a timely manner, regiona:  activities in
preventive education and public information, They noted that support might be
forthcoming from other donors for activit~mr in law enforcement training. They
recalled that there areas had been idontifiod  for priority  attention by their
eighth mrrting,

Head8 of Government reaffirmrd  their total commitment to the fight against
drug abuse in the tOgiOn and against all illegal trafficking in drUg8, whether
within the Caribbean or beyond, They expressed their willingne8o  to co-operate
with other aountrioe for the l stabli8hment of internationally acceptable mechanirmr
to bring offender8 to justice.
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Heads of Government, however, voiced deep concern regarding the inadequate
level of effectiveness of campaigns by major consumer societies  against drug users
within their own borders, It is the unanimous view that the battle againet
dangerous drug8 cannot be successful without an effective CampaiQn  again8t users,
involving education, surveillance and interdiction, as well as the eradication of
the production of dangerous drugs in major consumer countrie8.

The Conference endorsed the Regional Science and Technology Policy approved by
thr Standing Committee of Minister8 responsible for Science and Technology hnd
noted that the Policy gave priority to the training of our humen resourcesJ  applied
research and development in areas to improve agricultural productionr  linking
research and development with the productive and services rectors and the
profitable development of the natural resources of the region) the enhancement of
sypteme, including trlrcommunicationr, to enable the acquisition and exchange of
technology information in the region) and greater efficiency in the acquisition and
in the use of trchnology,

The C o n f e r e n c e  agreed that the Regional Science and Technology Policy should
be regarded as a high priority and mandated the Standing Committee of MiniStarS
responsible for Science and Technology to continue its deliberation8 on the
implementation of the Regional Science and Technology Policy,

The Conference received and noted a status report on the review of the
functioning of regional orgcnizationr  and of the programmes adminititerrd  by the
Caribbean Community Secretariat. The Conference agreed that the review, which
would exclude the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)  as well as the Caribbean
Agricul tural  Rosearch  and Development  Ins t i tu te  (CARD11 and the  Car ibbean
Agricultural and Rural Development Advisory and Training Service (CARDATS),  would
examine the objective8 and performance of the organizations  and the Secretariat and
make recommendation8 on the most cost-effective mean8  of attaining the agreed
o b j e c t i v e s ,

The Heads received a progress report on the CARIFESTA programme and approved
the recommendations formulated by th& seventh  meeting of the Standing Committee of
Ministers  responsible  for Education, The Heads agreed that a meeting of Ministers
responsible for Culture should  be convened in Jamaica to determine the most
cos t - e f f ec t i ve  and  cu l t u r a l l y  bene f i c i a l  s t r uc tu re  fo r  p romot ing  fu tu re  CARIFESTAs,
beginning with the CARIFESTA to be held in Jamaica in 1989,

The  Conference noted  the  impor tant  ro le  being  plnyc~l by the  tollti:;t:  industry
in the economies of a growing number of CARICOM member St.:ltxs. T!lCf ffr.facls of
G o v e r n m e n t  recognised  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  l i n k a g e s  between  to!l~i:jtll  ant1 ;:u(:h (:1:ht?1  acxtors
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a8 agrioulture  and tranrport, rnd the  va lue  of increared  co-opera t ion  i n  thir wea
emong member Water, To thir end, the C o n f e r e n c e  agreed t o  a propooal by the
Qovernment of beliee for the establishment of a Standing Committee of Ministers
rerponrible for Touriem aa an Inrtitution of the Community.

PRESIDENCY OF THE UNITED NATIONS QENERAL  ASSEMBLY

The Hoadr of Qovernment reaffirmed their rponrorrhip of the candidatura of
Dame Nita 8arrow for l leotion to the Presidency of the forty-third remion of the
United Netione Qeneral  Aaeombly, and pledged their continued effort8 to eecure hat
elootion  to that poeition,

They emphaalred thrt no CARICOM country had ever reprerrnted the Latin
kneriorn and Caribbean Oroug in that capacity, They etrerred the principle of
fairnere and equitable dirtribution  and erprerred the wish that con~ensuc  might
eoon be rohieved within the Latin lunerican and Caribbean Qtoup on thia matter, to
demonrtrrte regional ooherion and rtrenqthen regional relations in which the rtrong
derire of all CARICOM oountriee to play their rightful part within the United
Wationr eyetem will be fully rralired,

EXTERNAL RELATION8 OF THE COMMUNITY

The Head8 of Qovernment reviewed the Community’r  relations with Latin knetica
during the part yaarr and reaffirmed their &mire to rtrengthen there rrlatione,
particularly in the areaa of trade and economic co-operation,

They noted thrt all CARICOM Stateo momberr of the Organisation of knerican
Water (OAS) had ratified the Protocol of Cartagena which 18 derignrd to permit the
entry of Belise and Quyana to OAS, The Headr urged thosr OAS member State@ which
have not yet done eo to ratify the Protocol at the earliert  oppsrtunity,

The Headr of Qovernment oxpreered  ratirfaction with thr recent political
drvelopmentr  in Suriname and welcomed that country’s return to repreaentativo
democrecy. T h e y  exprerred t h e i r  support  f o r  Surinamr’e  effort6 t o  o b t a i n
international arrirtance within I framework of national aoveroignty,  for the
fulfilment of its development arpirationr.

Having reviewed the operation8 of CARIBCAN, the Conference agreed on a ret of
proporala  derlqned  to improve the commercial arpectr of the arrangement end
reiterated itr appeal to the Qovernment of Canada to introduce an effective
inveatmont component into the arrangement,
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The  C o n f e r e n c e  diecursed the recent developments relating to the Caribbean
Barin Ini t iat ive  (CM), Heada of Qovernment noted that a nur;,ber of reviews of CBI
had been conducted by viriting United States congressional missions during 1987,
They obrorved that there mirsione  had corro”orated  their own assessment that, while
CBI had the potential  to contribute positively to economic development in the
region, actual yrformance had fallen below expectations, primarily because the
exis t ing  legislation had f a i l ed  t o  dea l  adequa t e ly  w i th  c r i t i c a l  a r ea s  such  a s
inveatment and financial aariatance, and had excluded several products in which the
region had a production capacity and aleo because of protrctionirt meaeurea
introduced or threatened from time to time, The Heads of Government further
obrerved that actions, such ar the reduction in the sugar quotas and administrative
and legielative meaauree againrt CBI products, have crrated an atmosphere of
uncertainty for both trade and investment,

The Heads of Qovernment  therefore wrlcomod the introduction of new legislation
aimed at correcting some of thear deficiencies, and rxprersed the hope that the
Billr would receive the support of Congress and the Administration, and would be
parsed in a form derigned to make the maximum contribution to improv!.ng  the overall
impact of CBI,

The Conference reviewed the performance of the region under the Lomb  III
Convention, They enpressed  concern at the low pact? of implementation of the
financial arriatanco  programme under this Conventioll, p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o
the regional programme, Thry noted the developments in Europe towards the creation
of a ringlo  European market by 1992 and expressed grave concern at the possible
impact on Caribbean exporta  especially bananas, to this market. They accordingly
noted the mandate from the Common Market Council for the Secretariat to undertake a
study on the probable impact of this development on the Caribbean, The Heads of
G o v e r n m e n t  agreed to  keep the  s i tua t ion  under  review.

The Hoada also  noted that  the  negot ia t ions  for  the  Successor  Arrangement  to
Lome  III would be launched in October 1988 snJ endorsed the Caribbean position for
these negotiations,

The Conference expressed satisfaction with, and gave encouragement to, the
efforts being made by the region, through CDB, to  mobilise  concess ionary and
convent ional  f inancing f rom Japan and to  open up jo in t  venture  avenues  wi th  tha t
country . The Conference  s t rongly  suppor ted  an  in tens i f ica t ion of these  in i t ia t ives ,

WIDENING OF THE COMMUNITY

The Heads of Government welcomed the interest shown by a n?rmher  of States and
organisations in oatabl!ahing formal relations with the Caribbean Community.
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They noted thr rtetement of the Chief Minister of Anguilla  of his country's
intention to consider applying for membership in the Community,

The Heads agreed to the participation of Suriname as an observer in the
deliberationa of the Standing Committee of Miniatera reaponaible for Transportation,

They agreed to the participation of the Netherlands Antilles as observers in
the deliberationa of the Conference of Miniatera reaponrible for Health and of the
Standing Committees of Ministers reaponaible for Agriculture, Education, Labour,
Science and Tochnoloqy, and Transportation,

The Conference considered a letter from the Turks and Caicos Islands
requesting a discussion on that country’s links witn the Community, agreed to the
commencement of those diacuaaiona and directed that a report on the matter be
presented at its tenth meeting,

The Conference also ayreed to grant to the West Indies Jayceea Liaison Statue
with the Caribbean Community Secretariat, thus entitling that organisation to
regular consultation with the Secretariat with a view to the involvement of the
Jaycees in appropriate Community programmea

CARICOM INTO THE YEAR 2000

The Heads of Qovernment considered the report that they had commiraioned on
the development prospects of the Caribbean region to the year 2000. They noted
that the report assessed the prospects Zor the Caribbean againat the backdrop of
the fundamental structural changes taking place in the financial, technological,
geopolitical and other aspects of the global environment, and the expanding working
age popula t ion of  the  region.

The  Heado  recognised that  those changes , while creating uncertainty and major
chal lenges , also provided opportunities to foster development, They further
recognired  thst s number of policy issues needed to be resolved to enable Caribbean
economies to be more competitive by the twenty-first century,

The Heads reaffirmed their commitment to seek higher levels of national
economic performance, accelerated human resource davelopment  and increasad
employment opportunities, and to improve the range, price and quality of regional
products , They observed, however, that an intensification of regional co-operation
and co-ordination would enhance the attainment of these objectives.

They alao observed that development, in the preaant circumstances, would
require the combined effort of government, academia, labour and the private
sector, They therefore agraed that the report should be subjected to broad-bared
discussions in each member State to arrive at a national understanding on a future
p lan  o f  a c t i on , Heads agreed to a similar process at the regional level which
would seek to distil ,  from the various national reviews, a plan of action for the
region,



A/43/480
Englirh
Pago 10

Hoads of Government publicly recoqniae the arri8trnce given by the
Commonwealth Secretariat and tha Univorrity  of the West Indies in undertaking the
rtudy, and the work of tk team, co-ordinate8 by Profesror do;Arno,  that prepared
the report.

LAW OF THE SEA

The Head8 underrcored the importance they attach to the United Nation8
Convention  on the Law of the Sea, They roiterated  the hope that it may 8oon enter
into form and urged rll State8 which had not yet done 80, to ratify that
COnVOntion  a8 lOOn aa pO88ible.

The Hoad8  noted with ratirfaction the progrerr  being made in the work of the
Prepnr8tory Comrnirlsion  for the International Sea-Bed Authority and for the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea,

They endorsed a progrnmrne  of action for the coming year in relation to the
propore for co-operation among member Stateo, in rerpect of acce88 to their
firhrri88  gone8 and manrgament of their exclulive  economic  sonoB*

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES

In their review c’ *dribbean  development within the context of the changing
global environment, the Head8 of Government noted the uncertainties faced by the
region  i n  b o t h  t h e  t r a d i n g  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  8phere8. They obarrved that Caribbean
countriecl faced difficultier in obtaining acce88 to international finance,
particularly in the light of the reduced availability of loan financing and the
incrra8ed  cost of debt finnnCee They further noted that the threat of graduation
from assistance from the multilateral development financial institutions created
greater uncrrtai;Atira about the future financing of Caribbean development, They
recognised that , while there wa8 a need to improve their internal financial
management, inflow8 of finanCia1 arsietmce  on re88Onable  terms ‘lnd conditions were
stil l  required from the international financial community.

They called upon the international  community to giv9 more sympathetic
treatment t.~ the problems of emall  developing countries of the Caribbean.

Heado  of Government con8idered  the serious economic and financial difficulties
now being faced by Tr inidad and Tobago as a resul t  of  the  col lapse  of  wor ld  o i l
prices and took note of the fee:: that both international financial institutions al;d
bilateral aid donors seemed not to be seized of the urgency and importance of thexo
problem8, not only to Trinidad and Tobago, but also to CARICOM as a whole, They
recalled that, during that country’s oil boom, Trinidad and Tobago had provided the
other CARICOM countrios  with significant amounts of financial inflow8 and buoyant
markets for good8 and 8ervice8. They therefore  ca l led  upon the  re levant
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n 8  and  b i l a t e r a l  a id  d o n o r s  t o  p r o v i d e  e x t e r n a l
inf lows,  adequate  in  volume and on appropr ia te ly  concess ional  terms,  to  Tr in idad
and Tobago to  fac i l i ta te  the  ongoing proce88  of adjustment  and ewnomic  recovery in
tha t  coun t ry .
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With relrpect t, ;;rado, the Headr obrerved that the Caribbean countrier  all h&d
an interest in the attrinment of n rtrblo and rquitrble internrtionrl trrdr and
economic environment , They looked forward to a poritivr outcome of the Uruguay
Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiation8 which would further strengthen the
intOrnntiOnn1  trading syrtem rnd mrke it more rorrponrivo to the need8 of developing
COUntrie8  ouch a8 thO8e in t h e  Ceribborn,

Thr Heada noted sever81 important initirtivor  being t&Icon within the
intrrnrtional sy(rtem  to otrongthen  and forter the ;zowth of routh-8outh  trade.  In
thi8  connection, the Conference noted the signature by two member Strter - Guyana
and Trinidnd  and Tobago - in April 1988, of the Frunework Agreement ortrblirhing
the Globe1 Syrtem of Trade Proferencer  among Developing Countrierr  (GSTP),  The
Conference rreffirmed thr commitment to member Strtes to thir offort rt
celf-reliance  through economic co-operation by the Group of 77, and looked forward
to the launching of the Second Round of Negotiation8 under GSTP,  in which fuller
prrticipntion  by CARICOM member Strter w&8 anticipated.

The Conference oxprersed its support for the Objective8  and the work of the
South Commisalon  and noted that member St&tea would mrke individurl  voluntnry
finnncirl  pledger to the Commisrion,

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HEMXSPKERE

Heads noted with retirfnction the deVOlOpmOnt8  now t&king place in 801isr’r
relation8 with tho Republic of Guatomela, They wrlcomed the formation of the Joint
Commission  of Official8 of both Government8 with the additional participation of
the United Kingdom charged with the preparation of a comprehenrive draft treety
which will provide a ju8t a.ld honoursble  rrolution  to the long-standing difficultior
between them,

HaacIs rotiffirmod  thoir full support for Belize’8 independence and territorial
i n t e g r i t y , They al8a reaffirmed their full raupport for the new initiative8 towards
negotiating a settlernont  that will  not include lnnd ce88ion on the part of Belize.

Heads called upon the Government of the United Kingdom to continue to give
Belise  a l l  the  suPport  necessary to  ac?ievo  n no lu t ion  that  wil l  eneble  Belize and
Guatemala to devolup  normal peaceful bilateral relations, as should exist between
neighbouring sovereign and independent countries.

The Heads welcomed tha continued improvement in relbt.iono botwoon Guyana nnd
Venosuelo,  as demonstrated in the expanding nnd deepening  network of bilrteral
co-opcretion.

With rtlyard tu t h e  contr~vara~  bet.woon  t h e  t w o  countrier,  t h e  H e a d 8  al80 noted
tht! 1 (.!it(?rlxt  ionr by the ProsiQonts  of Guynne and Venoeuela,  of their determination



to ao-operate fully with the Searotary-Conoral  of thr United Nations in the
fulfilment of ths mandato  given him by Article IV(i) of tho Qeneva Agroomont,

Tho Conforonce aommondod tho offorts being made by tho Qovernmonts and pooplor
of Contra1 America to bring peace to that rubregion, within the framowcrk of the
Eaquipulas  II and Sapoa  Ac~ordrm The Head8 of Oovornmont onaouraged the
aontinuation of those offorts and called for maximum intornational rugport for thorn,

Thoy rogardod thoso initiativor, togothor with similar initiativea in other
parta of tho region, an evidrnao  of both the dotormination and tho ability of the
pooplee of tho Caribbean and Latin Ameriaa to doviro  thrir own solutions to thoir
problems.

The Hoada roitesatod their aall for a political solution to tho prlblemu in
Central knoriaa on the barir of full rorgoat for tho prina’plor  of indopondenco,
sovereignty  and non-intorforenco in the internal affair8 of Itator,

Tho Conforonco took noto of the rgraial  plan of l aonomia ao-ogorrtion  for
Contrrl America approved by tho United Nationr , and wab particularly plOa8Od at the
inclurion  of Eolias in the plan,

Tho Head8 of Oovornmont roviowod tho rocont dovelopmonts  in Panama and
roaffirmod the sovoroign right of tho Panamanian p00p10 to dotormino thoir own
dortiny, froo from external proseurosr

INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ISSUES

The Hoade notod with much concorn the dangorour riturtion  existing in southern
Africa, which constituted a throat to peace and reaurity,  both in that region and
boyond i t . They recognized that at the aore of this rituation  lay the racist
Protoria rigime and thr means by which it rookr to onruro the perpetuation of white
minority rule in South Africa and Namibia,

They viewed  with alarm the recent mrasures adopted by tho Pretorie  regime in
its continued attempt to rrtiflo all opposition to -Mr ruch aa tho inrulat;on
of tho country from scrutiny by tho international  press and the banning of
anti-raar_thU  organisations, They deplored  the prOpOsOd  judicial murder of the
Sharpovillo  Six and the eaaaaainetion of Dulcio  September in Paris,

They pointod out that such actions gavr furthor confirmation of the r/gimo’s
insistonco on the promrvstion of white minority rulo at all Costa,  and oC the
absonco of my daaire for a psacoful  mettlemont,
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The Head8  reaffirrl1od their @upport for the jurt atruqglo of tho opprrcrod
pooplear of louth Africa and Namibia, who remain undotorred in 8pitO of the
intrnrifiod brutality of tho Pretoria rdgimo, Thoy roiteratod their call for thoro
poop10 to enjoy their inalionablo right to live in froodom and dignity,

In this L-cqard, they oxprrr8od rugport for tho aurront dialoguo aimed at the
withdrawal of Icuth African troops from Angola and for tho indopndonce of Namibia,
in accordance with Soaurity Counoil rraolution  435 (19781, and oxprerrod the hOgO
that the momentum begun would continua without interrUptiOna

The Hmde,  while recognlbq thr widening rrupport that the rtruggle w&a
gaining internationally, oallod upon the international oornmunity  to maintain itr
vigilance and to intanrify premaurrr on the Pretoria rdqime for the early
dirmantling of the abhorrent rystom of m, and for tho uahoring in of a
rigimo of poaco, freedom and jurtico in aouthorn Africa.

The Head8 alro called for tho deaponing and widening of thr uao of ranctionr
which, on the bar18 of factual data relating to tho drclino of tho South Africrn
economy, ir a moot effective strategy to bring South Africa to tho negotiating
tablo,

The Herdr recalled that on lb July next, Nol8on Mandsla will bo colobrating
hir reventieth birthday and that 1988 mark8 tho twenty-rixth year of hie phyrical
captivity, They formulated rlncrrert wishar  to him on the occasion  of hir birthday
and ronowod their call for his immediate  and unconditional relerre,

The Heads rovirwod tha aurront rtatua of tho International  Convention against
&.@g.tbhd in Sport, which wao adopted by the Unitod Nationr Gonoral Asrembly on
10 December 1965, They urged all State8 which had not already done 10 to take tho
necosrary otepe, aa a matter of urgoncyl to brcomo partier to tho Convontion, which
camo into force on 3 April 1388,

The Hoedo  of Governmont noted that, rinco their lart meeting, tho oituation in
thr Middle East had deteriorated, Thoy regrottod the aburo of human rights and the
loam  of life associated with tho UphOaValB in the occupied torritorios,

’Thin omphariaer the nood for a conference for peace aa called for by the
United  Nations for finding a jurt and lartinq  ~otthmont to the Middle Eart
quortion  guaranteeing the right of all Btater and p00p1es in tho wgion to exist in
puace within rocognirrd and mocuro bordorr,

The  Heads of Oovrrnmrnt  exprorrod their radnorr  at tho marrive  1088 of life
occarionod by tho worroning rituation in thr gulf, They called upon fran and Iraq
to use all available moanr to arrivo at an oarly roralution of the conflll*  .
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Tho Confrronoo roaordod ita oxtremo dismay at ths reaont shooting down of an
Iranian aivilian altaraft. Tho Roads oxprorrod sympathy, on bohalf of the peoplor
of tho Caribboaa Community, to the rolativer of the docoarod.

The Hoadr woloomod the Qonova Agroomont, Thoy called for the rtrict
implomontation of the Agroomont by all partios concerned 80 aa to onruro the
rostoration  of aonditionr of peace and stability in tho region,

Aoviewing the currant state of international relations, the Hsadr exprorrod
tha virw that the now tendency that appeared to bo dovoloping in relation8 between
tho Unitod Stat08 and tho Soviet Union held the promise of reducing tension, not
only botwoon there two oountrios, but internationally  ar well. In thir regard,
thoy wore l naouragad by thr conclurion of thr intormodiate nuclear forcer (INF)
Troaty banning intormodiato-rango nuoloar weaponr  from Europe,

Tho Wada oxgrorrrd  the hop0 that this limited disarmamont initiative and tho
now alimato  of undorrtanding accompanying it, and its further manifestation In the
rocont Moscow Summit, would together lead to the croation of an atmosphore in which
disarmament  agroomentr of wider  application could be concluded,

Notwithstanding the disappointing results of the third rpocial  session of the
Unitod Nation8 dovotod to disarmament, the Heado urged the continuation of tho now
direction  in rolationr  botweon tho super-Powers as an important and welcome
contribution to tho quest for disarmament, particularly in its nuclear aspect, and
tho strongthoning  o f  intornational  securi ty in general ,

The Hoads of aovornment affirmed their support for the Saharawl Arab
Democratic Republic and the right of the people of that Republic  to
self-determination  a n d  indopendonce in  accordance  wi th  tho  re levant  resolut ions  of
tho United Nation@ and of the Organisation of African Unity and called upon Morocco
and the Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic  to negotiate a just and lasting solution
t o  the conflict in the Wostorn Sahara.

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING

Tho Hoadr of GOVOrtimOnt wero ploasod to accept  tho offor by the Governmont of
Orenoda  to host the tenth moeting of the Conference, which should opon on the
ovoning of 3 July 1989 and continue until 7 July 1989. Tho Roads also ecceptod tho
oCfor  of Dominica to host the 11th mooting of tho Conforonco in 1990,


