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Lettar dated 27 April 1988 from the Chars4 d’rfCamirrr  a.l, af
the Pormenrnt. MiSs$on  of the rlrlclmic Re~uhllc af Iran to the

United Nationa addressed to tha fiecratarv-dmeral

Uwn inntructionr  from my Cavernment, I have the honour to hrfnq the tolbwinri
to yoot sttcrntian,

The Irrqi policy of per#iBtancr in the cr iminal  we nf chemical wcapann is  .t
matter of intsrnational roc~rd, in&pondnntly  confirmed numsralra  ttmen dutinq the
pant nclvan ysnts. The tragedy in Ha1ahj4r, where Iraq committed qenacide aqainrt
i ta own Kurcliah  papulat ian, masnacrinq ‘i,flOD tnnacnnt ctvillrrnn,  w a s  tha lntaut awl
moat  ~avaqs manifoatation of t h i a  polty. The cnntinusd us@ nf chemical wenpanrr by
the Iraqi rkirne  since? their ret of cpnocidr! in IL>lahjn once attain prove8 that in
the ahsonce of effective  international.  preventive meamdrca  Trrsq ia c!etrrmined to
continue and expand lta ctiminl~ll  rcaort to chamic,~l wacfara sqainut mil i tary anal
civi lien trlrqat%  61i4*.

It ia very flfaappointinq tr, nats thnt ltnnar thrtw circumstance@,  the report of
t h e  rrnecislint  miarion containerl i n  P/19A23 - which w&m unjustifiably and indeed
sxpcdtantly  delayed - fails ta addraw the tauk for which itn disnatch wan
requr!fbt*d. While tha Sroretary-Clrnrtrl, in bin introduction to the rePOrtI
ahoetvre thet  “indmrd, the UM of such wrapann may havr!  intnnaifiec!~, the report
frrilr  to addrerr the cr ime in Q clrar and unrmhiqutlus  tclnrr,  MarRover,  the
internatlanal community expected the Secretary-Genaral  tn investiqsta crnd determine
thr rcsmnmihility  for thera latert relrartr  to chemical w8rCara, The tact,
rwertrblirhed by the report, that chemical weapons had actually been uned  did not
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need  a special  investigation hy the united Nationa as the victims had been shown on
international newr brordcartr. It in clear from thr report that the team, whiah
for the firrt time comprired only of a phyrician  and a political officer, did not
have the ncientific or practical exportire to determine the aburce of
rerponribilitv, Thia ahorrrtion  from prrvioua  United Nrtionn practice cannot be
juotified l opocially when tha extent of thr crime and the magnitude of the
rufferinq  w&a by Car qrerter and mom aovoro than thr proviour cdeen  where complrtr
termr had been dinpatched to the arm. The Foroiqn Minimtsr of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in his letter of 5 April 1988 (B/19741),  whrre he cateqari~ally
rejrctad  the baseless Iraqi  allrsation of Iranian use of ohrmical wraponr -
reminded the Sacrotary-drnrral  of the nrcrrrity  of dimpatchinq a comploto team,
capnblo of determining romponaibility  for thr arimo.

Furthoraare, aa it is rpparrnt in the 29 Maroh 1989  rtatement  of the rpokeamnn
tar the Secretary-General, tha dooretary-Qoneral  was convinced of the fact that it
wag in fact Iraq that had rorarted ta chemical warfare1

Sadly, them ir conriderrhle  and moat aeriour  ovidonce  in the puhlia domain
that chemical weanann  have again been used  hv Iraqi forcer in the plrrt few
dryr,  crurlnq a high numbor  of caaualtier,  includinq c i v i l i a n s  i n  b o t h  I r a n
and Trrq,

It in rxtremely  regrettable thrt in translliittinq the report af tha term, the
Socretrry-benoral decided to neglect this clerr ntrtrment rogrrdinq the irruo of
raaponaibility made on his behalf oven prior to tha dirpatch  of the term.

Moreover, despite repeated requartr by the Imlamic Republic of Iran, the tsclm
did not visit Halahja where the mart mriaus and extrnaive use of chemical weapons
aqainet c iv i l ians  took p lace . Thir failure irr even more quaatianabla in view of
the fact that Traq had accuocrd  Iran of usinq chemical weapons only in Halahja in
its only latter on the nuhject of chemical weapana  (S/19730), which readily became
the hasi for the Secretary-General’n  decision to di5pateh the team to Raqhdad.

Notwithstanding  Itn ehortcamingr, the rapart illustratea thcr fact that the use
of chemical we&pane even againrt civilianr  in hainq actively put-rued hy the Iraqi
r~qime. The extenrive UBO of chemical weapons, which ban born on a continuoun
rise, ta now a matter with which the Security Council ia officially arixed. The
part  inaction al the .Qecurity Council ,  and the irrelevant pol i t ical  conriderationn
apparent in the report have even qiven the Iraqi war criminals the audacity to
officially confirm their policy of rerortinq to thir illecrrl tactic of warfare, and
threaten the wider deployment of chemical woaponn. T h e  rrtatrmrnt  by an o f f ic ia l  sf
thr, Itagl Mission to thr tlnited Nationa in an article in the 27 April 1988 ireue of
the Christian  Science Monitor that “definitely we are not denyinq  it [the use of
chemical weaponal" 1% the mart clear i l lustrat ion of thir rlirmal failure of the
United Nation8 and particubrly tho Rauurity Council in disohrrqinq their Charter
ohliqrtions.

It 1~ l o n g  overdue1 with unfnrgivabls  connequoncen,  for the lSeourity  Council
to take effective meaaure#  to compel the war criminala in llaqhdarl  to reapsat
internattonally  rffooqnixed rulea of warfare. The !lecurlty  Council 1% duty-hound to



candamn  I r a q  f o r  itr c o n t i n u a l  find porrirtont  une of chomicrl wfbrponr  prrtiCUlar~Y
the qrnoddo in Halahjr, and to imporo  an rmbrrgo  on thr owpott  of thr mrtrrirl  and
the technology for production of chomiorl worponr to Iraq, It rhauld rlro mandate
the Boctrtrry-Wnarrl to crrt&hlicrh  1 prrmrnant  term in Tahrrn  and brqhdrd to
invertiqrta ths extent of and rrrponnihility for Cuturo UII@ of ohomiorl we,crponse
Otherwirr,  the internrtionrl community ir hound to witnrlrr  futhrr erorion ot the
ruthsrity of the 192q Grnovr Protocol and alonq with tt other norma of
Internrtianrl  humrnitarirn  lnw.

It would ha highly apprrcirtod it thim letter ware circulatcrd  am a dscumrnt of
the Oonorrl Assembly, under itmm 63 of the prrliminrry lint, and of thr Security
Council,

(Signed) Yahsmmd Jm’afar  YAHAttATI
Amhrarador

Actinq Permanent Reprarentrtiva


