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Note verhbale dated 20 April 1988 Pram the Permanant Miasion of

France to the United Naticns addressed to the Secretariat of
the Organiszation

The Permanent Misaion of France to the United Nations presents {ts compliments
tO the Secratariat of the Orqanization and has the honour {Q refar tO ita note
A/43/182/Add.1 of 14 April 1988, transamitting a communication of 29 March 1988
treceived from New %ealand reqarding nuclear explosions allegedly carried out by
France at Mururna in 1987.

Tha Franch authorities wish tO make the following observations about this
document s

1, The French delegation voted against the adoption of resolution 42/38 ¢ hy the
Genaral Aasembly on 30 Novemhar 1987 and mada a ntatement in the Firat Committen in
order to indicate clearly the reasons of principle underlying its negative
attitude, This statement appeara in the record of thr First Committee's discussion
on 13 November 1987 (A/C.1/42/PV.43) and reads as followsa;

"I wish ta explain the neqative vote of the French Aelegqation on draft
rasolutions A/C.1/42/1.9, L.29, L.38 and 1..77, pertaining to the nuclear
tnats, Thesae various texts dO nNOt, in our view, reflect "ppropriate treatment
of the question of nuclear testas. The banning of nuclear teats murt he part
of an effective process of nuclear diaarmamant, which is moreover stipulated
in paragraph 51 of the Final nocument of the special session af the General
Assembly, held in 1978, This can only happen when progresa |n [disarmament
becomes] possible without jeopardizing the bases of international security.
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It {cannot] therefore [conatitute] a prerequisite, nor even ({havel priority
(over] the very rubrtantial reduction Of thr nuclear arsenals of the (two most
heavi |y armed Powers, France oonduotr nuclear tesats to) keep its deterrence
force t0 the minimum level [of credibilty) required to maintain its security."

2, Moreover, With regard to thr information trrnrmitted by Nrw Zealand concerning
the nuclear ® xplarionr whiah rllrgrdly ocourced at Mururaa in 1987, of whiah

Now Zealand specifies the date, time and yield, Prancs har a general reservation
about all information of thin typse.

Whether in relation to French tests Or those of other nuclear Powers, the
taliability of information provided by third countries or by specialized research
institutes can in no ocase be guaranteed and murt instead give rise t0 the most
serious doubts within the international community.

Thr Permanent Misaion of France would like this note verhale to be circulated

to States Members of the United Nationa as a document Of thr General Assembly under
ftem 64 (c) of tha preliminary list.




