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(IENCRAL AND COMPLETE DISA!WAMENT

Note varh8h  drtad 20 April 1988 Pram the ParmrnQnt Htrrion  of.
Franoo to the United N@tionlr  addrerasd fo the fhmratariat  of

the Orqaniartion

The Permanent Misnion  of France tn the United Nationa  present8  itn complincnts
to the dmretatiflt of the rtrqanisation and her the honour  ta refer to Itn notcr
h/43/142/A&1.1  of 14 April 1988, trannmittinq  4 communication of 29 Yarrjh LQR!?
receiverl from New Zealand reqarrlinq  nuclear explaaianr alleqadly carriell  alit Iv
France at Yurrrrna  in 1987.

‘!‘!~a  French authoritien  wish to make the Collowinq  obaervntionn  &out thi#
tloc\lment~

1, Thr! French doleqatton voted aqnlnRt the, adoptil?n of resolutton 42/1R C hy the
GanaraI Annemhly on '10 November 1987 and mrrde R ntatement in the Fitot Committeo in
ordar to indicate clearly the reamm  of principle undcrlyinq  ito neqcltive
att i tude, Thifi statement appnrrrn in the record of thr Firrt Committee'n  diwwH3ion
on 11 November 1987 (A/C!,1./42/PV,4.l)  and rcrad#  na fsllowar

“1 wish ta explain the nrgativc  vote of the French delesrtion on draft
tsnolutlons A/C.l/42/L.P,  L.29, L.16 and L.77,  perteinincr  to the nuclear
tautn. TheAs vnriour tcxte do not, in our view, reflect *bppropriata trertmcrnt
of the question of nuctaar teata. The bcrnninq of nuclear teatn murt he part
of an effective procenn af nuclear diaarmamant , which in moreover stipulate~l
in paragraph 51 of the Final Mcument of the special neonion af the fJenera1
Anrrmbiyr held i n  1978. Thim aan anly hrpmn when proqterrr in (dirrrmrlavnt
becm#rt  porrible  withnut  fieapetbt2ing  thr k&err af tntmnatimal mawity,
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It ~aannetl  thrrrfore (oonatitutol a prrrrquiaitr, nor  even (hrvrt prior i ty
(over] the wry rubrtantial reduation  of thr nuoloar arrrnalr  of the ftwo fwt
hrrvt ly armed Poworr, Franaa oonduotr nuol@ar tentr to) krrp itm dotorrmoo
form to the minimum 1~01 [of arodibilty] required to maintain itr reourity,w

2, Moroovw, with rrgard to thr information trrnrmitted by Nrw Zealand aonoorning
the nualoar l xplarionr whiah rllrgrdly ocourrrd at Mururaa in 19117, of whiah
Now goaland rpoaifimr  the drtr, timr and yiolb, Franat har a gonorrl rororvation
about all information of thin type.

Whothrr in relation to Fronoh trrtr or thorr of othor nualrar Power@,  the
rrliability of information provided by third countrirr or by rpaoirlirrd rorrrrah
inrtituto~  oan in no oa#e br guarantood and murt inrtead give rise to the mart
roriour doubt@  within the international  oommunity.

Thr Permanent Mirrion of Frrnoo  would like thir nota vorbalr to be ciroulatrd
to Itator Momborn of the United Natianr  aa a daoument  of thr denoral Alaamhly undar
itrm 6 4  (cl o f  t h a  proliminrry  lirt,


