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Letter dated 5 April 1988 from the ChargG  d’affaires a.i,
of the Permancn.t  Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran
t o  t h e  U n i t e d - N a t i o n s  addrc?s?cd  t o  t.he  SfXKetary-General--..-

Upon instructions from my Government, I hqve the honour to enclose herewith
the text of a letter from His, Rxce%lancy,  Dr. Ali-Akbar Velayati, Minister for
Fore ign  Af fa i r s  o f  the  Inlamic  lcepuhlic  of I ran  addreswd to  Your  Exce l l ency ,

I t  w i l l  b e  h i g h l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  i i  t h i s  l e t t e r  a n d  i t s  annex were  c i r cu l a t ed  a s
a document of the General Assembly, urvler itsm h3 o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  l i s t ,  a n d  O f
the  Secur i ty  Counci l ,

(Signed) Mahmoud S. MADARSHAHI
Ambassador
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ANNEX

Let ter  f rom the Minis ter  for  Foreign Affai rs  of  the  Is lamic Republ ic
of Iran to the  Secretary-General

In  reference to  the  le t ter  of  the  Foreign Minis ter  of  Iraq,  dated
4 April 1988, addressed to Your Excellency (S/19730), I  would like to bring the
fol lowing to  your a t tent ion .

The Is lamic  Republ ic  of Iran cateyorically  re jec ts  the  baselees  a l legat ion
advanmd by  the  I r aq i  r6gime in  a  va in  a t t emp t  t o  d ive r t  internation& p u b l i c
opinion f rom Iraqi  genocide  in  the  c i ty  of Halabja and in  the  Ghars-Dagh rrqion,
whet.  Iraqi civi l ians  were targets  of  chemical  warfare  by the Iraqi  war cr iminals .
The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations has
informed Your  Excel lency of  the  la tes t  I raqi  resor ts  to  chemical  warfare  against
I r a q i  c i v i l i a n s  i n  Ghere-Dagh r e g i o n  i n  i t s  l e t t e r  o f  4  A p r i l  1980
(A/43/281-5/19733). .

I t  should  be  noted  tha t  the Iraqi  regime has  not  reques ted  the
Secretary-General  to  d ispatch the  Uni ted Nat ions  team of  specia l is ts  to  the
affected area6 where  the  responsibi l i ty  for  chemical  a t tacks  could  be  determined,
Rather ,  it has  merely  asked the  team to  vis i t  hospital8  in  Baghdad,  whi le  i t  has
been author i ta t ive ly  and independent ly  es tabl ished that ,  owing to  cer ta in
a tmospher ic  condi t ions , I raqi  soldiers  were  in  previous  cases  affected by chemical
weapons  t ha t  t he  I r aq i  rdgime i t s e l f  dep loyed . The re fo re ,  a  s imp le  v i s i t  t o  I r aq i
sold iers  in  Baghdad hospi ta ls  wi l l  not  be  able  to  shed any l ight  on  the  source  of
r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  i nhuman  ac t .

The Secretary-General  has  responded positively  to  the  untenable  I raqi  reques t
within 24 hours, while it  took more than two weeks for the Secretary-General to
respond to serious and repeated requests  by the  Is lamic Republ ic  of  I ran regardinq
a  f a r  more  g rave  s i tua t ion . Never theless ,  s ince  the  I raqi  regime has  now reques ted
t h e  d i s p a t c h  o f  t h e  t e a m ,  i t  c a n n o t  - a s  i n  t he  p r ev ious  ca se  - p r even t  a  fu l l  and
comprehensive examinat ion of  the  avai lable  evidence in  I ran and I raq, While the
team which has  recent ly  completed i t s  invest igat ion in  the  Is lamic  Republ ic  of  I ran
had  ample  ev idence  a t  i t s  d i sposa l  t o  ca r ry  ou t  i t s  t a sk  i n  i t s  own  capac i t y ,  t he r e
remains  a  large  body of  evidence in  the  s i tes  of  the  chemical  a t tacks  to  be
examined by the specialists who were not included in the team. T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s
imperat ive  to  dispatch a  chemical  weapons specia l is t  as  wel l  as  a  mil i tary
specia l is t  to  the  Is lamic  Republ ic  of  I ran  to  complete  the  work of  the  previous
tr?am,

Furthermore,  the  Is lamic  Republ ic  of  I ran s t rongly bel ieves  that  the
Secretary-General  should dispatch a  ful l  team , includinq  chemical weapons and
mt lttary s p e c i a l i s t s  t o  t h e  a f f e c t e d  a r e a s , In  addi t ion  t o  visitinq  t h e  p a t i e n t s ,
and with a view to investigating the claims of use of chemical weapons by the
p?rtiss, the  team should  be  authorized  to  v is i t  the  areas which have been subjec t
to  chemical  a t tacks , In  th is  connect ion , visits to Halahja and Ghare-Dagh region
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are  indispensable . Halabja suffered from an unprecedented resort to chemical
warfare by Iraq on 18 March 1988. Furthermore, the Iraqi rfqime has made a
baseless accusation against the Islamic Republic of Iran with regard to the same
c i t y . Therefore ,  any invest igat ion without a vis i t  to  Halabja wi l l  indeed  be
incomplete.

Moreover, the most recent Iraqi resort to chemical warfare aqainst its own
civilians occurred in the Ghare-Dagh region, with a larqe number of civilian
c a s u a l t i e s , In  addi t ion  to  conduct ing on-s i te  inves t iga t ion  of  the  extent  of  thi s
la test  I raqi  war  crime, the team can indeed provide the urgently needed and, till
now unavailable, emergency medical assistance to the civilian victims of Iraqi
chemical warfare in the Ghare-Dagh region.

In view of the repeated use of chemical weapons in increasinqly  alarming
proport ions  by I raq, i t  i s  neces sa ry  t ha t  t h i s  i nves t i ga t i ve  endeavour  o f  the
Secretary-General  lead to  a  b inding and enforceable  decis ion on the  prohibi t ion of
the use of chemical weapons. It is imperative that the parties commit themselves
to accept and abide by such a bindinq decision.

Ali-Akbar  VELAYATI
Min i s t e r  fo r  Fore ign  Af fa i r s
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
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