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1. The fourth Conference betwoen the European C-unity and itr member States and
the countriec of Central America md of the Contadora Qroup  on the political
dialogue inaugurated at San Jod, Corta Rica , on 28 rod 29 September 1984 and
continued at Lurrembourg on 11 and 12 November 1905 and at Quatemala City on 9 and
10 February 1987, and on l conanric co-operation betworn the European Conmnunity  and
the countries of the Central herhan irt&nur,  wa8 held at Hamburg, on 29 Fefrruary-
1 March 1988,

2. Those taking part ia the Conference weret

Mr. Leo TINDEMARS
Minicter f o r  External Relationa

Mr,  Uffe ELLEMANN-JENSEN
Minirter for Foreign Affair@

Mr, Jean-Bernard RAIXQdD
Minirter for ?oreign Affair8

Mr, Hans-Dietrich QENSCIIER
Federal Minirter for Foreign Affair@

Mr. Karolos PAPCWLIAS
Minister for Foreign Affair@

Mr. Brian LENIHAN,  TD
Tansiste and Minirter for ?oreign Affair8

Mr. Giulio ANDREOTTI
Minister for Foreign Affairs

LLU-
Mr. Robert GOEBBELS
State Secretary for Foreign Affairr, Foreign Trade and Co-operation



A/43/218
WI9691
ltagliah
Page 3

Mr. Hanr VAN DEN 8ROLK
bliniater for Foreign Affaira

Mr. Joae M&.s;uml  DURAO BARR080
Secretary hf titate for Foroiga Aftairr  aaM for Co-oparatioa

M r .  Francirco FERNANDIZ ORD&C
Miniater for Foreign Affair@

of m xru
Mr. Tim EQQAR, UP
Parliamentary Under Secretary of Stat0  for toroiga and Connomnrltb  Atfairr

of g
Mr. Claude CHEYSSOW
Member of the Comirrion

Mr. Rodrigo MADRIQAL NIETO
Minister for Foreign Affairr

Dr. Ricer30 ACEVEDO PIWTA
Minirter  L’or Foreign Affair8

Hr. Alfonao CABRERA HIDALQO
Winiater  for Foreign Affbira

HPI;dluAR
Mr. Carloa LOPEZ COHTRERAS
Minister for Foreign Affair8

Mr. Mi9uel D’ESCOTO BROCKMANN
Minirter  for Foreign Affair8

Mr. Julio LMDOfSO  PAREDES
Minister for Foreign Affaira

Mr, Bernard0 SEPULVEDA  MOO
Hiniater for Foreign Affair8
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P-
Mr. Josi M, CABRERA
Vice-Minister  for Foreign Af fa i rs

VeneaU
Dr. German NAVA CARRILLO
Mini s t e r  for  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s

Mr. Marco Antonio VILLAMAR CONTRERAS
Secretary General

3. The participants held an extensive exchange of views on the political and
economic isaues that have been their common concern since their first meeting at
San Jose four years ago. They considered the Hamburg Conference an important and
promising step in the dialogue and co-operation between the two regions, The
meeting took place against a background of considerable efforts towards achieving
peace and stability in the area and towards strengthening respect for international
law, democratic principles, human rights, social  justice and economic development
in Central America. The participants renewed their cormitment  to fostering these
goals .

4 . The Ministers of the European Community paid tribute to tho five Central
American Presidents, whose high sense of respnqsibility  brought about the signing
of the Procedure for the Establishment of a Firm and Lasting Peace in Central
America, on 7 August 1987, based on the plan put forward by the President of Costa
Rica and on the proposals from the other countries of Central America and inspired
by the determination to achieve the object ives  anc!l to  develop the principles  laid
down in the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the Organisation of
American States, the Document of Objective8 of the Contadora Group, the Caraballeda
Message for Peace, Security and Democracy in Central America, the Guatemala
Declaration and Punts de1 Este Communiqui,  the Panama Message, the Esquipulas
Dsclaration  and the Draft Act of 6 June 1986 for Peace an!! Co-operation in Central
her ice.

5. The Ministers of Central America and of the European Community expressad  their
gratitude to the Contadora and Support Groups for their continued support for and
encouragement of the peace process, for their valuable contribution to the efforts
of the Central American Presidents, which culminated in the Guatemala Agreement,
and their readiness to co-operate in its implementation. They likewise encouraged
them to persist  in their  wil l ingness to co-operate in the search for a peaceful
so lut ion .

6. The Ministers of the Contadora Group pointed out that Peace and stability in
Central America are matters of priority to the extent that not only free
determination, the consolidation of democracy and the development of the Central
American peoplos are at stake, but also the preeervacion of  the interests  of  t.he
whole region. They also expressed their willingness to make a continuing
contribution to the efforts to achieve peace in Central America,

/ . I I
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7. The Ministerr  of Contra1 Amsricr  and of the European Community welcomed the
decision  taken by the Qroup of Eight in November 1987 to support the launching of
an international eowrqsncy  programme of co-operation for the Contra1 American
countries commensurate with the wieh of the Central American Qovorzxnents  that the
international community afford Central America a treatment guaranteeing peaceful
development , I

0. The Minister8 of Central America and of the ContadorG  Qroup recalled with
zzatififaction  that it was at the European Council meeting at Stuttgart, Federal
Republic of Qermany, in June 1983, that the European Community firet demonstrated
its  full  support for  the peace  Initiatives for  Central  America by underlining the
importance of qreater co-operation for the development of Central America,

9. The Ministers examined thoroughly developments in and prospects for Central
America after the endorremrnt of the Quatemala  Procoaa, which they Paw an a unique
example of political will and determination in the cause of peace, recurity,
democracy, co-operation and rocio-economic development.

10, The Ministexe  of the mrmber States of the Cozzxnunity  acknowledged the efforts
of the International Verification and Monitoring Comnittoo  in helping to implement
the Esquipulae  II Agreement, in particular the contribution of  the
Secretaries-General of the United Nations and of the Organisation of American
States .

11, The Minirterr exchanged views on the progresr of the dialogue procrrs for
national  reconci l iat ion and domocratication and reaff irmed their conxnitment  to the
principle of tha full participation of the peoplec  in genuinely democratic
pol i t ical  proceeser ,

They alco stresred the importance of an authentic, pluralirtic, democratic
proceao  involving the promotion of  social  jurt icr ,  rorpoct  for human rights,
sovereignty, the territorial  integrity of  States  and the right of all  natiosa
freely and without external interference of any kind to determine their economic,
pol i t ical  and eocial model ,

12, They exyrasoed ratirfaction at the various mearsurem  adopted for this purpose
in line with the Guatemala Process and emphasised the importance of the mechanisms
introduced to permit, in accordance with the law, dialogue with all unarmed
internal political opposition groups and with those groups that had accepted
amnesty, They also took note with satisfaction of the efforts made to introduce
ceese-f ires, a8 provided for in the Quatsmala  Agreement. The participants  AppeAled
to al l  interested parties  to  continue these efforts  to  achieve an effect ive
cefiuation o f  hostilitieo.

The Ministers allro noted the importance of an amnesty decree in the national
reconc i l i a t ion  proceoe.

13, They pointed out that the commitment on the part of reqionrrl or extraregional
Governments providing aid to non-regular forces or insurrectional movements to
discont.inue  such aid waa vital to the achievement of stable and lasting peace in
the region.
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The Minirterr  alro rtrermd  tba importmar  of the amnitment  to prevent their
territocy being u8.a and noitbor to provide  not to permit  logist ical  mil i tary
support for porronr ,  organi8ationr  or  group whore  aim ir to  des tab i l i se  the
Qoveranreato  o f  the Contra1  Moriasa oountrhm.

14. The Ninirtorr for ?oroiga Affeira of tbo European C-unity  and of the
Contadors  Group likewiro voiood their hoop ratirfaotion  that  the Central  Anmric?.o
Pretcidentr had, atsthoitr #-“it mating at Alajuola,  Cocta Rica, on 15 and
16 January 1988, tatifimd their drriro for peace* along with the importance of the
Eequipulas IX Agroanont, the oonooption  and rpirit of which were rscoqniasd a6
being of value for tho aahiovannt  of demoaraay  and pmcs in the region.

In thir conaoation,  they noted tho aoknowlodgomont  by the Precidents  that the
Eoquipular  II undortakinga  had not kon honoured in full and the reaffirmation of
their dotonainrtion  to fulfil unilateral,  unoonditional  obligations ou Governments
t o  implmont  t h r  aorplotoly  a n d  unfsilirrgly,

15. They erprorrod their aonviation that a frmowork of national and international
inetitutionr  rot up to verify that tbo alimonta entored into were fulfilled was
a key l lenoat of the Guatemala Agrorroat.

The Minirtrro  uadorlined the deoioion taken by the Pteridentr at San Jo& on
16 January that tho main trrk of vorifylng,  nonitoriag and following up would be
undertaken by tho Bnocutivo Comittoo, rabo up of tho Miniotoro for External
Iblationr o f  t h e  Contra1  kwriaan  Stater. Ia the proaom, the Cmmnittes would
administer  eo-operatbon  ktweon rogioaal and l rtrarepional Statm or bodies of
recoqnirod  impartiality aab toohaiaal  aspability that had indicated a wish to
collaborate  in thr Contra1 krnriaaa paaao  prouom.

The Minirtorr  8180 pointed to the Proridentr’  rtrtanont that the
il,,plamoatation  of the egr*,matr  in the Uquipular  II dooumont  involved comnitmsnte
the honouring of whioh by Qoverrrwntr VII rubjoct to l rrontial and epecific
verification, in partiaular  tho aorration  of aid to non-roqular groups, the non-use
of their territory for tho purporor of rugporting  rush groupc  and genuinely free
electoral  procomoa.

The Miniotorr voiard their oonviction  that vorifioation  that the comnitmente
entered into wore king fulfilled and raintaiaod  warn an important component of the
Esquipulao II Agromnt .

16. The Minirtorr  of tho Buropean Comaaafty  reiterated their desire to co-operate
to the bert of their ability in the performance of the task of verification,
monitoring and following up l ntrurted to tbo Esecutivo Ctnmnittee,  if so requested
by all Central American  Strtor.

17. They welcomed  the rooolution of tha Contra1  llnricaa Preoidente adopted on
16 January to t h o  offoct  that the implantation  of Brquipular  II entailed
following up obligations compriring an altoady l rtablirhed strategy, namely, arms
control and racurity  and dirarrrmnt agroemontr.

/ . . .
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In thir connoatioa  thry l tprorrrd their r8tirfaatioa at the continuation of
the outrtanding nogotiationr  on roourity mattorr torumrd at Ceracar, on
10 Docrmbor  1987, with the Contrdorr group takhg part in itr role l m mediator,

18. The Minirforr  roitrrrtod their conviatioa that It 18 l rrontial for all
countrior  with linkr to and interortr in the togion to aontributm to the
achiovomont of poacm, &ability  and dmoorroy  in Contra1 &norLca  and fully to'
rorpoct the im+lomontrtion of tha undortakingr  l torod into by the Contra1  hwrican
Qovornmntr ir. the Ouatmrla Prooorr.

19. The participantr  particularly rolaarnd the rignin9 by the Contra1  American
Prrridontr  of the Coartiturnt Trorty  of the Contra1  knotian  Parliament  and othrr
political authoritior  and they l ⌧prorrod the hope that an l rrly l pproval or
r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  thin Treaty b y  t h o  C o n t r a 1  Amorioan logirlativo bodior w o u l d  onable
djroct l lrctionr to bo orgaaimod, l il ooon  lim porrible, Tboy w&r0  confidrnt  t h a t
thorn l loctionr would providr now impotur to t.ho prooarr  of poactr democracy and
regional intogratioa in Contra1  harim.

20, The Minirtorr of the Curopoaa Comunity and of the Contadora Qroup noted with
ratirfaction the docirion  of the Contra1  Amcriom aountrior to adopt a ryrtom
the l of roprrrontativor  to thr Contra1  Marioan  Parlimont  on the barir of
conmnon  ruloa  that l ncourrgod true idoologiorl plumlimm  gurraat.-ioing  the broadort
participation by all politioal  prrtior  and helping to rtrongthon the democratic
procorr  in  the Stator conoornod, Tlaoy noted with ratirfrotion that the Contra1
American Qovarnmmntr  had undrrtakmn  to invite third Strtar and international
organiuationr to rend obrrrvorr to the oleatoral  proaommm

21. The Europoaa  C-unity  and the Coatadorn Q r o u p  aonfirmrd  their intention  o f
landing their full rupport to the l rtablir#mont urd funationixq of the Contra1
American Parliament. In thir aontoxt,  the Buropoup  prrtioipmtr l rprorrod their
wirh t o  promoto, among other l ationr, co-operation betweoa  the Luropoan Parliament
and thr Control  knothan  Parlimont  am #ooa 80 the Conrtituent  Treaty  )ntorod into
force. The Europorn Minirtorr rtrtod that  tboy wore willAn to roapond poritivoly
to the invitation to mad obrorvorr to the l lootorfil prooosmr taking  into account
their ortablirhod  na t iona l  practicor.

22. The Minirterr  of the Guropoan C-unity  bad of thr Contadora Qroup welcomed
the electoral agrromrntr adopted by the Contra1  American Proridontr.

They slro applauded the dotorminotion  of the Contra1 Amarican Qovrrnmentr  to
devrlop  and guarantor  in their rropactiva oowtrior every humen right and
fundambntal  framdom, am dofinod  in intornatbonal  l gromrntr ruch am the Univerral
D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  H u m a n  Rightr, tha knorioan  Deal&ration of Human Rightr  and Dutier,
and the American Convention  on k’*~rn  Rightr.

23. Peace, democracy a n d  dovrlopmrnt  are iaroparablr.  I n  thir roapoct,  t h e
Minirterr  and  the ConA#rion  of  the Ruropean  Conmunitior  and the  Minirtorr  o f  the
Contadora Qroup wolcomod the dotonination  of the Contra1 A m e r i c a n  Qovrrnmentr  to
adopt agroomontr that would l ccolorato dovobpont and aroato more egalitarian
l ocietiem that wore fror of poverty.



The Ministers noted with satififnction the praseutatfoa By the Central American
countr ies  of an hnmcdiats Pl~rr o f  Action to obta in  tha s u p p o r t  of  the  in ternat iona l
community for the economic reactivation and development of their region. ‘rlha
Community and its member States stntod that. they were prepared, in order to support
the peace  proceaa,  to  co-operate , with their particular contribution,  in the
implementation of this plan. The latter will be examined ant3  co-ordinate8  with the
plan of the United Nations and the other donor countriee. The Comtnuni  ty atates as
from now that it is willing to grant special emeryency  aid in food, to strengthen
the programme for the voluntary repatriation of refugees and the relocation of
displaced persons and to mako a specific contribution to the material and technical.
organisation of the elections t.o the Central American Parliament.

24. They welcomed the measures adopted by the Central American Qovernments with
the  a i m  of  fac i l i ta t ing  the  repatr ia t ion  o f  refugeea, on a vo?unt.ary  and individunl
basis , and the programmes for essistinq displaced persons. The European Ministers
agreed on the urgent need to step up abluistancs  for Central American programmes in
this f i e l d .

25. The participants in the Hmnburg  Conference expressed sat isfact ion at  the
results of their dialogue and they decided to meet, next year, in Central  America,
in accordance with the established practice.

26. The participants in the Hamburg  Conference expressed their profound Rratitudo
to the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, at whose invitation the
Conference was held. They also wholeheartedly thanked the Senate and the cltizans
of Hamburg for their exccrllont  reception and warm hospitality, aw well as for the
perfect  organisation  of  the Conference, which had enabled it to proceed in a
climate of constructive co -operation.

/ . . .
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ANNEX II

29 Febe88  igsued u

Df the Contadora Group. held at ?&&uzg on 29 P~&Nu~@
1988

1. The Cosnnunity  and the cOUdXiO6 of the Central AmeriCaZI  isthmus, reCallinq the
cosnnencement  of the structure for political and economic dialogue established at
San Josa, Costa Rica, in 1984, the signing of the Economic Co-operation Agreement
at Luxembourg in 1985, the agreaments signed by the President6 of the Central
American Republic6 at the Esquipulas meeting6 and in particular the Procedure for
the Establishment of a Firm and Lasting Peace in Central America, reaffirmed their
belief that there was a close link between economic and social development and
peace and political stability. In that context, having regard to the appeal from
the Central American countries for major support in a spirit of lsolidarity  from the
international community to ensure sustained economic and oocial  developlsent  in
Central America, they stated their willingness to intensify their co-operation,
strengthening it by putting.in motion specific and supplementary action6 intended
to back up the agreement for peace in Central America and promote it6 6ffOCtiVt3
realization.

2. The countries of the isthmu6 expressed their Eatipfactioa  at the conclusions
adopted by the Council of the Community on 22 June 1987 on closer relation6 between
the European Community and Latin herica and the strengthening of industrial
co-operation with the countries of the region. They noted that the60 concluoiono
offered a coherent framework and represented a new effort for the application of
co-operation between the European Co6ssunfty  and Latin America in general and the
countries of the Central American isthmus in particular.

3. The Community and the countries of the isthmus welcomed the entry into force
on 1 March 1987 of the Co-operation Agreement and expressed their satisfaction at
the holding of the first meeting of the Joint Co-operation Cosxxittee  set up under
that Agreement, at which the areas of co-operation were defined. They likeWi60
expressed their approval of the setting up of the Project6 and Commodities
Subcommittees.

4. Both parties expressed their concern at the fact that Central America is
suffering from the effects of the international crisis and of conflict6 taking
place in some countries on its productive capacity and level6 of production, and
are aware that the economic crisis COmpOUnd6  the 6ocial problem6 of the region.
They noted that the conditions of critical poverty had wOr6ened, affecting a large
part of the Central American population.

5. 'Ibe parties recognised that Antra-Central American trade, which had played the
role of a buffer in the cyclical dOWntUrII6  of trade with third countries, not only

/ . . .
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euffered from the cririr in thr erteraal rector,  but, ~18 it worsened, magnified fte
negative effeotr on the maomany,  aggravated by, w, the servicing of
external debt, whiah  conrtituter a heavy burden on their economies,  and by the
natural disarterr that have rlowod  down the proceoc of economic and oocial
development of the countrier  of the irthmuo,  Under these circumetancee,  investment
poscibilitier  and the import and report poosibilitise  of the region are eeriouely
curtailed, which contributes even further to the reduction of their growth
prorpects and  accentuator faatorr of  rocial  and  po l i t i ca l  in s tab i l i ty ,

6. Both parties recogaird  that the objective of achieving suetained  economic and
oocial dsvelogrrent  requiror a rolution to the crrious problems of imbalance in the
srtsrnal r e c t o r :  t h e  c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  inve~tmentr, the growing obeoleecence  of
production plant, the high lovolr of concealed and unconcealed unemployment and the
cumulative nature of 8ocfal bactnrardnere.

7. The Camunity  Minirtorr confirmad  their willingnemo  to pay particular
attention to the rrternal debt problsaro of the countries of the Cen’.rsl American
inthmuo in the context of rorolntion  421198  of 11 December 1987 of the United
Nationr General Aosmsbly.

8. The Ca@Unuaity  aad the couatrior  of the icthmuo  considered that the revsnth
rersion of the United Nationr Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD),  held at
Geneva frm 9 July to 3 Augurt 1987, confirmed the importance of the role of WNCTAD
in international co-oprration and i n  trade and devrlopment  matters and achieved
pooitive rerultr with the adoption, by coa8onw#, of a Final  Act the effect ive
application of which will footer the aforementioned co-operation.

9. The Combunity l 8proored astirfaction  at the application6 for meanberehip of the
maoral Agroment  on Tariffa  and Trade (GATT) by revoral countries of the irthnruo,
whiah constitutO0 atop forward in the integration of the region into the
international trade ryrtam.

thir connection the countrirr of the irthnrur welconred with interert the
fact that the Community had, in the conteat of the Uruguay Round, submitted a
proporal at Gonova  on trade in tropical productr, otated that this presented a
valuable opportunity to hprovo accoI#  to the markets of the EEC member State@ for
product@ of Central American origin and l spreeord the hope that their particular
intereota in this area would be taken into account.

The Comnwity and the countrieo of the iothmus repeated their willingness to
contribute pocitively  toward8 reducing trnrion in international trade and to curb
and prorcribe protectionism  a n d  other rortrictive  practicslr. The C-unity p?inted
in  this  connection to  the “rtandrtill”  and “roll-back” agreemento  concluded in *he
GATT framework.

10. The CaNWnity  and the countrho of the isthmus concidered  that, in order to
contribute to tha econamic  and racial developnent  of the region, the expansion and
diversification of l sportr rhould be further encouraged. In thie context, and
taking into account the arpirations  of thm countries  of the Central American
irthmur  and their  differont  dogrem of  development  in relation to the countries  of
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the Community, the latter stated that it was willing to continue its sfforte  to
ensure for the countries of the Central American isthmus stable, and if possible
wider, access to its market.

11. The Conmwnity  reaffirmed that it intends, in tha Joint Conrsittee  set up under
the Co-operation Agreement, to examine the possibility of introducing improvement6
to the Generalised System of Freferencea from 1 January 1989, based on the
indications provided by the countries of the isthmus regarding products of special
interest to them. Both parties expressed their satisfaction at the implementation
of co-operation actions both at regional level through ASOEXPO and at the level of
the various States of the isthmus, stating their uillingness  to widen these actions.

12. The Conmnunity confirmed its undertaking to pay particular attention to the
problems occurring in Central America because of variation6 in the volume of
revenue from exports of their basic products.

13. The Convnunity,  its member States and the countries of the isthmus recalled the
undertaking given in the context of the Co-operation Agreement (annex I) regarding
possible barriers to trade that could result from the operation of sea transport.
In this connection they agreed to include this topic for discussion by the Joint
Committee, in the framework of co-operation that will be put into practice
progressively - in accordance with the respective areas of responsibility - in
order to seek mutually satisfactory solutions and promote the development of trade.

14. The countries of the istbnu6 stressed the importance of the aid from the
Comnunity and its member States to the economic and social development  of the
region, which complement6 the considerable efforts by the countries of the Central
American isthmus. They also expressed their satisfaction at the fulfilment in 1987
of the consnitment  entered into by the Community under the Co-operation Agreement,
signed at Luxembourg in 1985, substantially to increase all forms of aid to the
region and the co-ordination of 6uch actions, particularly in the preeent situation
in which the Central American countries were making special efforts to achieve
peace and development on the basis of the undertakings laid down in the Esquipulas
Agreement.

15. The Conmmunity  and the countries of the isthmus reiterated that a large part of
the aid should be devoted to regional aCtiOnS aimed at Strengthening the
integration of the countrio of the i8thm~S. Both parties confirmed their interest
in continuing co-operation action6 already begun in the following fields: food
security, small and medium-sired undertakings, the development of co-operatives,
health, the development of border sones, fisheries, forestry and tourist resources,
the reactivation of existing industries and intraregional trade, ~1 the
strengthening of regional integration institutions.

16. Both parties consider that it i6 necessary t0 QiVa an iNtpetU6  tCi the
production of and trade in basic food products necessary for the achievement of
self-sufficiency in food and support for integrated rural development, emphasising
human development. The Ccmmwnity  expressed its interest in co-operating on
projects 6uCh as the exploitation of fishery resources, the development  of
aquaculture, the management of renewable natural resources and regional tourist

/ . . .
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development, which should be rsqarded  as an effective instrument for economic
reactivation, integration and peace. It  also undertook to begin joint  studies
forthwith for the formulation of  specif ic  programmes  and projects  in these f ie lds,

In the industrial field, the Central American isthmus  proposed the adoption of
programmes aimed at providing incentives to regional production through the
select ive reactivation of  businesses  and the provis ion of  f inancial  resources for
joint industrial reconversion and investment programmes.

The Community expressed its willingness to examine the possibility of
participating in these programmes, particulerly  in those intended to increafie
production in countries  with chronic deficits  in intraregional  trade,  for the
purpose of achieving balanced trade.

1.7 0 The Community and the countries of the isthmus confirmed the importance of
training and develcping human resources within the frame*,rork  of co-operation
between the two regions. The countries  of  the isthmus signalled their  satisfaction
at the offers  in  this  f ie ld aimed at  supporting the  regional  integration procesti
with the co-operation of the Furopean Institute of Public Administration. On the
o t h e r  h a n d , they stressed customs;  harmonisat ion act ivit ies  carried out within the
Permanent Secretariat  of  the General Treaty on Central American Economic:
Integr3tion.

10. The Community and the isthmus countries expressed their satisfaction that 3
financial and technical aceistance  project had been launched with a view to drawing
up  a regional programme for energy supplies. I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  t h e  Conununit.y
stated that  i t  wa6 ready to examine specif ic  applicat ions for f inancial  and
technical  aid for the formulation of  projects  relat ing to electricity link-..ups,
power station repair and the promotion of new energy sources, energy conservation
and joint generation.

19. Both  
a n d  e c o n o m i c  de*Jeloplnent o f  t h e  COUntrieS o f  Cent.ral A m e r i c a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n

their regional economic integration process, agreed  to  in tens i fy  s c i en t i f i c  a n d
technical co-operation between the two sides. T o  t h i s  e n d  a  s p e c i a l  effort. w i l l  btr
m a d e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  t ra in ing  o f  h igh- l eve l  sc i ent i s t s  and  the  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f
joint research projects to be carried out by research instit.ut.es  of both parties,
w i t h s u p p o r t , moreover, for the strengthening of  technological  l inks in the region,
w h i c h  c o u l d  i n c l u d e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  a  Centra l  Amer ican  techno log ica l
i n f o r m a t i o n  n e t w o r k . Special reference was made to financial and technical support.
for t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  r e g i o n - w i d e  p r o j e c t s  a n d  to s t u d y i n g  the
possibility  o f  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n Ins t i tute  for  Industr ia l  Hoseer  ch
and Technology.

20. The Community and the countries of the isthmus recognized that safeyuardinrl
t.hs e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  was  a n  aim t h a t  s h o u l d  n o t .  b e  neqlected.
T h e  envir-onment  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e 6  o f  t h e  i s t h m u s  constitAuted  t h e  r e a l  basit; f’ot
future e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t . G r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  b e  p a i d  t o
s a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s i n  the c o n t e x t .  of  ach iev ing  t,he

/ . . .
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aim of sustained development in the region as an integral part of all policies
concerning relations between the isthmus and the Community.

21. Both parties underlined the importance of the activities of the Central
American Bank for Economic Integration for the economic development of tbe region.
In this connection the Ministers of the isthmus countries reiterated the importance
of the Community member States participating in the Bank as extraregional partners
and welcomed with satisfaction the confirmation of the willingness expressed by the
Community to strengthen its collaboration with the Bank.

22. The Foreign Ministers of the countries of tb-e Contra1 American isthmus also
stated that it was desirable that the Community take measures to support the
strengthening of regional and national institutions as an incentive to development
co-operation. This support might consist of actions to improve their management,
administration and implementation capacity so that these institutions can carry out
their tasks more efficiently. The Community took note of this request, to which it
has, moreover, already envisaged acceding, and expressed its willingness to
incorporate these actions into a regional assistance plan.

23. Both parties expressed their satisfaction with and support for the initiatives
of the international cormnunity  to encourage the development of the Central American
region, set forth in General Assembly resolutions 42/l and 42/204 of 7 October and

.11 December 1987 respectively, which were co-sponsored, icpter u by the
countries of the European Community and the Central American isthmis and by the
Latin American countries that are part of the Contadora Group and the Support Group.

24. The Community and the countries of the isthmus agreed to step up co-operation
in the Central American region in certain specific fields, particularly in order to
make a tangible contribution to the achievement of the objectives of the Process
for the Establishment of a Firm and Lasting Peace in Central America.

The Community took note in this connection of the submission by the countries
of the isthmus of the Immediate Plan of Action aimed at obtaining assistance from
the international community for a special effort at the reactivation and economic
development of the region.

This Plan is divided into two parts. Tbe first part deals with an emergency
plan. concentrating on food aid, the creation of a fund for the economic
reactivation of Central America, energy security, external debt and assistance to
refugees and displaced persons. The other part proposes a multi-annual economic
reactivation plan and provides for a series of measures, particularly in the areas
of the reactivation of intraregional trade, the promotion of extraregional exports,
the development of the industrial, agricultural, forestry, fisheries and tourist
sectors, infrastructure. social development, science and technology, the
integration of border areas and support for the strengthening of institutions.

25. The Community welcomed the fact that the countries of the isthmus had
submitted the Immediate Plan of Action for the development and economic
reactivation of the region, having stated its readiness to co-operate in its
implementation. This Plan is considered as advance implementation of the plan

/ l . .
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provided for in general  Assembly resolutions 42/l and 421204, with which it will
have to be co-ordinated. The Plan is designed to back up the implementation of the
Agreement for peace and stability fn the region. Aftsr t h e  Conmnunity’s
participation has been examined and defimd it will have to bc co-ordinate8 with
the other countries and international orgsniastiona  that are taking part in this
e f for t . The Conwnuaity’s  participation ia various specific meamrea  unUer the Plan
will be agreed jointly with the countries of the Central American isthmus.

26. As for the emergency measures proposed in the Inmediate  Plan of Action,
particularly in the contest of the chapter on food aid, the Community has already
stated that it is prepared to take into account the problems caused by the drought
that the region has suffered in recent months. In this connection and upon the
submission of a reasoned and detailed requeet., the Cosununity  undertook, in
co-ordination with the relevant international organisations, to provide special
emergency aid to those isthmus countries which had particular food eecurity
problems.

27. Still in the context of the emergency Plan and as regards the particular
problem of the repatriation of refugees and assistance for displaced persons, the
Community stated its willingness to increase the aid it already grants to the
reg ion  for  this purpooe. The Community and the couatriea  of tha isthmus agreed on
the following criteria for Comnunity assistance in this aroal the additional
effort would be aimed at contributing to the voluntary repatriation of refugee
populations to their countries and the resettlement of displaced persons by
facilitating their freely accepted return and resettlement, whether it be to their
regions of origin or other regions, according to their wishee,  if they can feasibly
be satisf ied. This process will be carried out with guaranteea of the dignity and
security of the populations concerned by agreement botwoen the Qovernments involved
and under the responsibility of specialised and recognised international
organisations. Furthermore, resettlement of the refugee or displaced populations
will be carried out within the framework of multi-annual development progranunes
under economically and socially satisfactory conditions that alco benefit the
population already established in the receiving regionr.

26. The Community  also took note of the report by the Vice-President of Guatemala
on behalf of the Vice-Presidents of the Central American countries on the progress
made in ratifying the Treaty on the Central American Parliament and preparing the
e lec t ions  there to , and took note of the requert for financial aid for holding
elections to that Parliament in the five countries of the region. In thie
connection the Community confirmed the importance it attached to the setting up of
a Centre1 American Parliament elected by univereal euffrage  under condition6 that
gurantee respect for human rights, pluralist and participative democracy and peace
in Central America. The countries of the isthmus expressed their gratitude to the
Community for the eupport already given in co-operation with the European
Parliament, which will enable them to benefit from valuable experience in the
matter. They took note that the Community had declared its willingnees,  in close
co-operation with the European Parliament, to make a specific contribution to the
practical  and technical  organisat ion of  the elect ions.


