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Latter dated 11 March 1988 from the Permanent Reprasentative
of Czechoalovakia to the United Nations addressedtothe
Secretary-General

1 have the honourtoforwardtayoualsttar from Mr.Bohuslav Chioupek,
Minister foOr Poreiun Atfairs Of the Crechoslovak Socialisat Republic,concerninga
new Czechorlovak initiative on the yradual establishment of a zone Of confidence,
co-operation and aqood-neighbourly relations alona the line of contact betweenthe
WAr saw TreatyStates and the NATO Statesasput forward by Mr, Milnl Jake‘, Cener al

Secretary of the Central Committeeoft he Communiast Party of Czechoslovakia, in
Pradque on 24 February 1986.
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I would be qgrataful if you could have the text of the letter eirculated as an
official document of the General Assembly under items 12, 64, 67, 72, 73and 1.37 of
the preliminary list.

’ .
(Signed) FEvzen 7ZAPOTOCKY
Ambassador
Permanent representative
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ANNEX

Letter drted 25 Febcurry 1998 From the Minister for Foreian
Affaicrsof Czechoslovakia to the Schgurz-Genoul

In the context of the lastingendeavours excrted by the Czechoslovak Socialiat
Republic towards the safequarding of international peace and security,whichis
also the principal qoal of the United Nations, I wish to inform you of a new
Czechoslovak initiative envieaging gradual estahlichment of a zone of confidence,
co-operation and qood-neighbourly relationa along the line of contact hatween the
Warsaw Treaty States and the NATO States which was put forward by the Genaral
swetar§ of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Crachoslovakia,

Mr., Milo8 Jake¥, in his rtrtement delivered in Praque on 24 February 1988 onthe
occaajon of the obgervanceofthe fortieth anniverrrry of the victory of the
((zechoslovak working people,

The Czachoslovak Socialiast Republic ia convinced that the Problem of® European
security, co-operation and confidence roau ires new crmative appraacher that will he
increasingly conducive to the strenqthening of peacefulrelationa in Furope, whiach
18 an urgent, imperative demand correspondingwith thsinterests of world peace,
ddtente and development of all countries and nations.

With the view of attaining theeo aoala, my country has been conasistently
strivingforan intensification of conatructive international dialoque on the ways
anti means of consolidating quarantees of peaca in all spheres of international
relationa, athath tho qlohal and the! redinnallevels, 1n so doina, it proceeds on
thenaais of full awareness of the irraplaceable role of the United Nations as a
Jniversal quarantee of internetional pence and sacurity, beina daetermined to
contribute to its anhoncement in allrespecta.

“uided by the aforesaid 1deas, ths Czechoslovak Socialist Republic isputting
forward the above~meationed proposal ralating to the entirecomplex of the hiahly
topleal isgues concarning strenatheninaof Peace, co~operation and conf idence on
our continent, which reads as follows:

"Wa Live in the heart of Burope interlaced by innumerable historical,
cultural, economic and national ties, At the name time, we are on tha
borderlinebetween the two most powerful politico-military aroupinas, in an
area avaersaturated with weapons., Our priority objective is
qood=reighbourliness and qood par tnerahip in a common European home!, To this
end, we have hem axerting canntant efforts with a 7iew to devaloping
a ll-round dialoque, especially within the framework of the all-European
process, Itapotentialis already heainnina to make itself felt. Wwith the
aim of moving further ahead the hor izons of co-operation, we are strivina for
a speedy conclusion of the CBCE follow-up meetingat Vienna by the adoption of
a aubstantial and balanced final document, Besides proaresas in the economic
and humanitarian fields, we accord priority alsoto opaning already during
this year talks on disarmament in Burope,
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"Nowadays, especially broad opportunities are offerinqg themselves for all
European countries, larqge and small alike, to contribute their respective
shares to the consolidation of tne positive tendencies of the present time.

They all bear responsibility for peace and understanding, for the fate of our
continent.,

“Reliable peace and security cannot be safequarced only through measures
in the military sphere. Impulses emerging from dialogua on disarmament should
be utilized so as to promote progress in all fields of co-operation. We
therefore suqgest that a zone of confidence, co-operation and qood-neighbourly
relations be qradually built up alonqg the Line of contact between the Warsaw
Treaty and the NATO States, We believe that these States might set an example
in broad implementation of the provisions of the all-European process in their
relations, especially in neighbouvrly relations, and that they might chart and
Put into practice new courses of co-operation. Understandably, we advocate a
comprehensive approach involving in equal measure the military , pol itical,
economc, ecological and humanitarian fields.

“In the military field, this could mean formingqradually gsortof
‘diluted' zone where the level of military confrontation would he reduced,
from which the most dangerous types of of fensive weapons would he eliminated
and where significant confidence-buiiding measures would be adopted. Such an
approach is in full harmony with the already submitted proposals for nuclear-
and chemical-weapon-free zones as well as with the intentions aimed at dealing
with the various aspects of disarmament and building of confidence between
qroups of European States, at the all-European or at the global level.

“In the other spheres, there is ano less extensive room for activity in
the pursuit of political dialoque, all-round and mutual lybeneficial
co-operation and elimination of obstacles and persisting long-term problems,
including the ecological ones. It is necessary to do away with distorted
ideas of one another’s objectives and intensions, to expand contacts and to
enhance mutual knowledge.

“We Propose to convene a a certain staae of elaboration of this
initiative a meeting of representatives of the concerned and other interested
countries at the political level for the purpose of considerinqg the

possibilities of building up confidence and developing co-operation in all
fields."

We are profoundly convinced that the present proposal of the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic, stemming from the desire to make a constructive contributionto
the strengthenina of peace and secur ity, prcgress in disarmament and expansion of
mutually beneficial ties of co-operation and confidence both in Furope and
throushout the world, is in full harmony with the objectives and principles of the
United Nations as enshrined in its Charter. Therefore, | should like to express my
conviction that its presentation will become an impulse promptina response in the
form of constructive steps in the same direction on the part of those States which
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it concerns directly and give Anew impetus to ® ativation of the efforts of the
United Nations towards the establishment Of a comprehensive systam of international
peace and security.

(Bohuslav CHNOUPEK
Minister for Foreign Affair6 of the
Czechoslovak Socialiat Republic




