UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Distr.
GENERAL

A/k290
20 November 1959

ORIGINAL: ENGLISE

Fourteenth seasicn
Agende item 69

SUSFENSION OF NUCLEAR AND THERMO-NUCLEAR TESTS

Report of the First Commlttee

Rapporteur: Dr. Mohieddine FEXKINI (Iibya)

1. On 16 August 1959 Indie requested (A/4186) the inelusion of the item entitled
"Suspension of nuclear and thermo-nuclear tests" in the agenda of the fourteenth
session of the General Assembly.

2, On 16 September 1959 the Gemeral Committee recommended (A/L214) 1ts inclusion
8 sub-item (d) under the heading "Question of disermament”,

3. The Genersl Assembly, at its 803rd plenary meeting on 22 September 1959,
considered the Generel Committee's report (A/4L21Y4) and decided to include es
geparete items in the sgenda each of the questlions listed by the General Committee
under the heading "Question of disarmament”, leaving to the First Committee the
menner end order in vhich they would be discuesed.

4, The First Commlttee, on 8 October 1959, sdopted without objection the
Chairmen's suggestion that "Suspension of nuclear and thermo-nuclear tests" should
be the fourth item in its agenda. The item was cénsidered at the 1057th to 1060th
meetings of the First Committee from 18 to 20 November 1959.

5. On 31 October 1959, Australias, Japan esnd Sweden submitied e draft resclution
(A/C.1/L.236) whersby the General Assembly would: (1) express appreciation for the
effofts of the parties to reach sn sgreement on the prohibltion of nuclear weapons

tests and an appropriete international control system; (2) express the hope that
thelr efforts would bhe intensified to reach an early successful conclusion of such
en agreement; and (3) request the parties concerned to report to the General
Assembly the resulis of their negotimtions. On 17 November 1959, the sponsors
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submitted a revised draft resolution (A/C.1/L.236/Rev.1) with some chenges in the
operative part and an asdditional parsgraph whereby the General Assembly would urge
the States concerned in the negotlatione to continue thelr present voluntary
discontinuasnce of the testing of nuclear weapons,

6. On 3L October 1959, Indla submitted a draft resolutlon (A/C.1/L.237) whereby
the General Assembly would: (1) request the States concerned to reach agreement
speedily on the total cessation of nuclear and thermo-nuclear tests; (2) call upon
the States concerned to refrain from further tests or preperations pending
agreement on total cessation; (3) call upon all other States to desist from
conduecting such tests and from meking decisions or preperations Iln regard to them;
(4) remind such States that any such action was contrary to the expressed desires
of the General Assembly and to the spirit which had enabled progress at Geneva,
and wvas inimical to further progress and sgreement on totel cessatlon; and

(5) request the Stetes concerned to report to the General Assembly, at a special
segsion if necessary, on the results of the conference so that it might take furth:
approprlate sctlion.

T On 17 November 1959, a revised veregion of this draft resclution was submitted
by Afghanisten, Burme, Ceylon, Ethioplie, Chana, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Iraq,
Jordan, Lebenon, Liberia, Morocco, Nspal, Saudl Arabie, the Suden, Tunlala, the
United Arab Republic, Yemen and Yugoslavia (A/C.1/L.237/Rev.l), whereby the Genera:
Assembly would: (1) express its appreciation to the States concerned for their

patient end sincere efforts to reach agreement on the discontinuence of nuclear am
thermo-nuclear tegtes with effective internationsl confrol, and for the progress
hitherto achieved; (2) express the hope that the States concerned would reach such
agreement at an early date; (3)‘appeal to the Sftates concerned in the Geneva
discussions to continue their present voluntery suspension of tests, and to other
States to desist from such tests; and (k) request the States concerned to report t
the Disarmement Commission and the General Assembly the results of their
negotiations, On 18 Novemwber 1959, Cembodls, Cuba, Japan and Jibye were added to
the 1ist of sponeors (A/C.1/L.237/Rev.l/Add.1 and 2).

8. At ite 1050th meeting on 19 November 1959,'the First Commlttee adopted the
three-Power draft resolution (A/C.1/L.236/Rev.l) by & roll-call vote of 76 to none,
with 2 abstentions (see para. 11, draft resolution I, below). The voting was as
follows:
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In f'vour: Alvania, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belglum, Bolivia, Brazil,
' Bulgeria, Burme, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cambodia,
Cenade, Ceylon, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cubs,
Czechoslovekie, Denmerk, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopis,
Federation of Malaym, Flnland, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea,
Haitl, Hondures, Hungary, Iceland, Indla, Tndonesia, Iran, Irag,
Irelend, Israel, Itely, Japan, Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya,
Mexico, Mofocéo, Nepal; Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Paklsten,
Panems, Paraguey, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugél, Romanis,,
Saudl Arable, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Theilend, Tunisise, Turkey,
Ukrainien Soviet Soclelist Republie, Union of South Afrlca, Union
of Soviet Soelalist Republics, United Arab Republic, United
Kingdom of Great Britein and Northern Ireland, United States of
Americe, Uruguay, Venezuels, Yemen, Yugoslavia,
Against: None.
Abgtelning: Afghenisten, France.
‘ t.  The twenty-four-Pover draft resolution (4/C.1/L.237/Rev.l and Add.l end 2) vas
.dopted by a roll-call vote of 60 to 1, with 17 abstentions (see para. 11, draft

ggolution II, below). The voting was &8s follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Albenla, Argentine, Australie, Austria, Bolivia,
Bulgarla, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socimlist Republic, Cambodia,
Cenada, Ceylon, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
Denmaxrlk, Ecuador, El Selvador, Ethiopla, Federation of Malaya,
Finland, Chana, Guatemsla, Guines, Hungary, Iceland, India,
Indonesia, Iren, Iraq, Irelend, Japan, Iacs, Lebanon, Iiberisa,
Libya, Mexlco, Morocco, Nepal, New Zesland, Norwey, Pakistan,
Panems, Paragusy, Fhilippines, Poland, Romania, Saudl Arabie,
Suden, Sweden, Tunieie, Ukrainian Sovliet Soclalist Republie, Union
of Boviet Socizmllst Republics, United Arab Republic, Uruguey,
Venezusle, Yemen, Yugoslavia,

Against: France.

Abstaining: Belglum, Brazll, Chins, Greece, Haitl, Honduras, Israel, Italy,
Netherlands, Peru, Portugel, Spein, Thailand, Turkey, Union of
South Africae, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Irelend, United States of America.
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10. At the 1060th meeting on 20 Novemwber 1959, the representative of Luxembourg,
who had been ebsent at the time of the voting, requested that his country be
recorded a8 having voted 1n favour of the three-Power draft resolution
(4/C.1/1.236/Rev.1) and as having abstalned on the twenty-four-Fower draft
resclution (A/C.1/L.237/Rev.l end Add.l and 2).

Re~cmrendations of the Firet Committee

11. The First Commltbtee therefore recommende to the Genersl Assembly the adoption
of the following draft resolutions:

DRAFT RESOLUTION I

Suspenslon of nuclear and thermo-nuclear tests

The General Assembly,
Recalling 1ts resolution 1252 B (XITI) of 4 November 1958,
Noting that the negotiations on the discontinuance of nuclear weapons tests

and on the establishment of an appropriate international control system, which
begen at Geneva on 31 QOctober 1958, are still continuing,
1. Expresseg its appreciation to the States concerned for their efforts to

reach an agreement releting to the prohibvlition of nuclear weapons tests and

ineluding an appropriate internestional control sysiem;
2. Expresses the hope that these States will Intensify their efforts to
reach such an agreement &t en early date;

3. Urges the States concerned in these negotiations to continue their
present voluntery discontinuance of the testing of nuclear weapons;

L. Reguests the States concerned to report to the General Assembly the
rasultes of their negotiastions.

) LRAFT RESOLUTICN IT

Suspension of huclear and thermo-nuclear'teats

The General Assembly,

Desiring to safeguard menkind from the increasing hazards resulting from tests

of nuclear and thermo-nueclear yeapons,
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Bearing in mind the profound concern evinced by the peoples of all countries

regerding the testing of nueclear end thermo-nuclear weapons,
Weicoming the endemvours at Geneve of the States concerned to reach en
agreement on the discontinuance of these tests, and the progress go far achieved,
" TNoting with sppreciation thet the States concerned have voluntarily suspended
such tests, enabling progress in the discussions at Geneva,

Considering that an agreement on the cessation of nuclear and thermo-nuclear
tests with effective international control is urgeﬁt,

1. Expresses its appreclation to the States concerned for their patient and
sincere efforts to reach agreement on the discontinuance of nuclear snd thermow~
nucilear tests with effective international contreol, and for the progress hitherto
achieved;

2. Expresses further the hope that the States concerned will reach such
agreement at an early date;

5. Appesls to the Staites concerned in the Geneva dilscussions to continue
thelr preesent voluntery suspension of tests, and to other States to desist from
such testsj

4. Reguests the States concerned to report to the Disarmament Commission and
to the General Assembly the results of thelr negotietions.
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