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L. I N T R O D U C T I O N

1. The item bntitlwll

“Heduct  ion of military budgets;

“(a)  Report. of the Dinarmament  Commissiont

” (b) Report of the Secretary-General  ”

wan included in the provlnional  agenda of the fort,q*-c,zcond  session i n  a c c o r d a n c e
with  G e n e r a l  Asembly  resolution  41/57  Qf 3  December  1 9 8 6 .

2. At its 3rd plonary meeting, on 18 September 19S7,  the General  AasenS,ly  ,  on the
recommendation of the General Cmmittee, decided to include the item in tte  agondo
and  tn ol..).ocnta  i t  t o  t h e  Firat  C o m m i t t e e .

1. At itn  2nd meeting, on 1 October, the Firet  Committee decided  to hold a
genprrrl  debate  on the diRarmamant  ttemn allocated to It. ,  namely, items 48 to 69,
fnl I owed L)y  clta  tements  on npeciftc  dinarmament  oqenda itemri a n d  0 continent-ion  ot
t h e  qeneral  d e b a t e ,  ~711  necessary. The dcrl  ibcrat  ionn  o n  thoac, 1 tcme t o o k  place
between the Ird  a n d  t h e  31r:t  meettngn, frcm  12 Oktoljer t(‘)  3 November (R~c*
A/C. 1/42/SJV. 1 I1 ) .

4. In connw1:  ion wl th i t.em  60, the F i r  At C o m m i t t e e  hnrl  twfore  it  thv followinq
documen  tz’i  t

87-297’75  056lP  ( F : ) / . . .



A/42/749
Enql  iah
Rage  2

(a) Report of the Disarmament CanmiaAion}  L/

(b)  Report  of  the  Secretary-General  on military oxpmdituren  in standardizsd
form reported  by States (A/421%73)  1

(cl Letter dated 14 April 1987 Pran the Permanent Repreoentative  of the Union
of Soviet  Sociallet Republice to t-ho United  Nationo  addreseed  to the
Secretary-General, transmitt ing the text  of  a propoeal  fran tho Statera  partien to
the Waraaw  Treaty to the member States  of NA’M on the question of a morcrtorium  on
the incresse  in mi.titary  expenditures (A/42/228-S/18811) )

(d) Note verbale  dated 16 June 1.987 from the Permanont Mission of Mozambique
to the Unit&  Nation6 addressed  to  the  Secretaty(ienorol, trannmitting the  text  of
the f fnal  conmuniqud of the Seventh Sumnit Conference of the tleado of State of
Angola, Cepo Verde, Guinea-Bie8au,  Mozambique and Sao Tome and Prtnctgw  , hold at
Maputo an 21 and 22 May  1987 (A/42/352-8/18930)  I

(0) Letter dated 23 October 1987 frun  the Permanent kpre61entativo  of
Xitiabwo to the United Nationa addroaeed  to  the  Secretary-Genotal,  transmitting  t.he
fis~l.tl communiqud of the Meeting of Ministers for koroiqn Affairo  and I!oads of
Dnleqation  of the Movement of Non-Al.igneA  Countries to the forty-rrocund  oeaeion  ?f
the General Assembly,  held  in New York fran 5 to 7 October 1987 (A/42/682) 1

(fl lktter dated 2 November 1987 from the Permanent Ropreeantativo of
Czechoo,ovakia  to the United Nations addreaeed  to the Secretary-General,
tranamittinq the  comnuniqu6  and the document ent i t led  “mwarc3B  Increasing  t h s
Eff8CtiVQnWm  of the  Conferonce on Disarmament in Geneva” jssuod at the eoflaion  oC
the Comittao  of the Minietera  for Foreign Affair8  of tho StMzes  mombors of t h e
Wareaw Treaty, hold at Prague on 28 and 29 October  1987 (A/42/706 and Corr .l).

I f . OONSIDERATION  OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C. 1/42/L. 56

5, Dn  27 October 1987,  Bangladesh,  Indonasie,  Ireland,  Niger  ia,  Pqru, Wamania,,

Senoqal  and Sweden  admitted  a  d r a f t  roeolution, enti t led “l&Auction  of  mi l i tary
budqoto” (A, - .1/42/L.S6),  which WOB  l a t e r  alflo eponaored  b y  Uruguay.  T h e  d r a f t
regolution  wat’ introduced by the reproaentat ivo of Romania at the 3Ist  meeting,  on
3 November  ,

6. At ite 36th meeting, on 9 Novomhar, t h e  Canmittecr  adopted  d r a f t  reedution
A/c’. 1/42/L.56  without a vote (see pet-a.  7) .

J/ Official Records of the Gewral Aafic?mhly, Forty-:ltecf)nd Serirr ion,
F&qlc?mcnt No. 42 (A/42/42).

-- -.--- --.-----
---- -------.-- /.----
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III. HPCYIMMENDATl~  OF THE FIRST CDMHITT&E

7 . ‘l’hu  First  Cwnmittee  rwx~mrnwds  to the Qeneral,  &seembly  the adopt ion oP  t.ha
Pollc~wing  draCt  resolutianl

Heduat  ian o f  ml1  ltary hudgats

The  General AReotily,

DeePly  concerned shout the ever-wpiralling  acme raue and growing military
expenditutee,  which oonstituto  a heavy hurdrn for the eaanomios  of a11 nationsr
and have extremely harmful effaate  on world peace end seourity,

ReaSficming onae  agajq the provdriona  oL  paragraph 89  of the Final
Wcument  of the Tenth Special floraion  of tho General Asaombly,  A/ the firet
epecial  Boseion Uevote~ to diuarmrment , according to whioh  the gradual
reduction of  mil i tary budgets  on a  mutual ly  agrcnd  haaie,  ?or  example,  Ln
abeoluto  Cigureu  o r  i n  terma o f  percontaga, Partiaulrrly b y  nuclerr-woapen
Btatea  and other  militarily eignifioant  Stater,  would oontribute  to curbinq
the arlna  race and woulU  Increase the perribilitleo  f o r  the reallocation of’
reowraeu  now being  used for military purpmor  to l concmh rnd efflial
dsvelopnent, particularly  for t h r  b e n e f i t  of!  the dowloping  CountCieI,

ConvincecJ  that the freezing and reduction of military budgets  would have
favourable conaaquences  on tho world aconamic  and financial l ituution and
m i g h t  f a c i l i t a t e  e f f o r t s  made, t o  incrctare  lntorwtiona2  arefstanoo  for ths
developing countrierr,

Hoeal~ that  at  ite twelfth special  ammoion,---” t h e  mcand  rpecial  oorrclon
dovoted  to dl~armament  , al 1 Mrmbar  &tater unanimaurly  and ~ategorioa~~y
reaffirmed tho validity of the Final tk)cument of the Tenth Special  BeaRion  of’
t h e  General  Meekly, QB w e l l  fin their nolen  cofWtmrnt.  to  i t ,  i/

Rmalling a l s o  that  in the  Decl.aration  of the 1980a  aa the Srcand United
Nlrtio~~i~~rmamen~  DetcaAe,  it  in provided that  Quritq thir period renewed
efforts should bo made to reach  agreement or the reductlsn  at military
expnditureo  Prnd  t h e  roalAocation  o f  reaourcoe  t h u a  rclved  t o  econcdc  and
oocial dsvolopmont , sopecially  for the benefit of developing aountrie)P,  3/

21 Reeolu  tion  S-10/2.

Y O f f i c i a l  Recx)rAH  o f  the C’ineral  Aaaembly, Walf’th  Sp~lal  Seerc1ion,----Ij - - -
Annexes, agenda itsmn  Y to 11, document h/S-12/32 , pars. 62.

r/ Roe  renolution  35/46,  annox, para.  1 5 .

/ * I .

----
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Recalling further the provisions of its relevant resolutions, in which it
considered that a new impetus should be given to the endeavours to achieve
agreements to freeze, reduce or otherwise restrain, in a balanced manner,
military expenditures, including adequate measures of verification
satisfactory to all parties concerned,

Aware of the various proposals submitted by Member States and of the
activities carried out so far within the framework of the United Nations in
the field of the reduction of military budgets,

Considering that the identification and elaboration oZ the principles
that should govern further acti6ns of States in freezing and reducing military
budgets and the other current activities within the framework of the United
Nations related to the question of the reduction of military budgets should be
regarded as having the fundamental objective OE  reaching international
agreements on the reduction of military expenditures,

Notinq  that the Disarmament Commission , at its 1986 substantive session,
agreed upon the above-mentioned principles except one, on which various
alternatives were proposed by Member States, z/

1. Declares again its conviction that it is possible to achieve
international agreements on the reduction of military budgets without
prejudice to the right of all States to undiminished security, self-defence
and sovereignty;

2 . Appeals to all States, in particular to the most heavily armed
States, pending the conclusion of agreements on the reduction of military
expenditures, to exercise self-restraint in their military expenditures with a
view to reallocating the funds thus saved to economic and social development#
particularly for the benefit of developing countries;

3 . Reaffirms that the human and material resour’cns  r=Pc3sti through the
reduction of military expenditures could be reallocated :‘sr *mnomic  and
social development, particularly for the benefit of the de?fezcing countries;

4 . Requests the Disarmament Commission to continue %!?Y+  wnsideration  of
the item entitled “Reduction of military budgets” and, in this context, to
conclude, at its 1988  substantive session, its work on the lilst  outstanding
paragraph of the principles that should govern Further actions of States in
the field of freezing and reduction of military budgets, and to submit its
report and recommendations to the General Assembly not later than at its
forty-third session;

I/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-first Session, Supplement
No. 42 (A/41/42),  para. 28.8.

/ . . .
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5. Draws anew the attention of Member States to the fact that the
ident  if ication  and elaboration of the principles that should govern further
actions of States in freezing and reducing military budgets could contribute
to harmonizing the views of States and creating confidence among them
conducive to achieving international agreements on the reducticin  of military
budgets;

6. Urges all Member States, in particular the most heavily armed
States, to reinforce their readiness to co-operate in a constructive manner
with a view to reaching agreements to freeze, reduce or otherwise restrain
military expenditures;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-third
session the item entitled “Reduction of military budgets”.


